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PREFACE. 


1  HE  very  liberal  encouragement  which  we  have 
received  from  the  Public,  would  be  ill  repaid  by 
any  remiffion  of  diligence  or  attention  on  our  pait. 
We  therefore  can  truly  affirm,  that,  in  preparing 
this  volume  of  the  New  Annual  Register  for 
publication,  no  expence  has  been  fpared  for  procuring 
the  beft  and  inoft  authentic  information  concerning 
the  great  events  which  at  prefent  agitate  the  political 
world.  Our  readers,  we  truft,  will,  in  the  following 
furvey,  find  fome  fadts  which  had  been  miftaken  and 
miftated,  placed  in  their  proper  light,  and  fome  tranf- 
adtions  illuftrated,  which  had  been  involved  in  the 
darknefs  of  political  myftery  and  intrigue  ;  while  we 
cannot  but  flatter  ourfelves  that  no  circumftance  of 
moment  is  omitted,  and  can  folemnly  aflert,  that  the 
raoft  minute  has  not  been  wilfully  mifreprefented. 

The  Hiftory  of  Knowledge,  and  the  Review  of 
Literature,  are  executed  by  the  fame  gentlemen  who 
have  filled  thofe  departments  for  a  number  of  years, 
and  we  believe  thofe  parts  will  not  be  found  deficient 
either  in  candour  or  ability. 
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KNOWLEDGE,  LEARNING, 

'  AND  TASTE, 

IN  GREAT  BRITAIN* 

During  the  Reign  of  King  James  the  Firft« 

_  '  \ 

PART  THE  F  I  R  S  T< 

TN  the  prefent  department  of  our  work,  we  originally 
f  propofed  to  give  only  a  concife  view  of  the  progreffive 
flate  of  Knowledge*  Learning,  and  Tafte  in  Great  Bri¬ 
tain  and  to  this  plan  we  have  generally  adhered  *  How¬ 
ever,  in  the  account  of  queen  Elizabeth's  reign,  we 
thought  it  eligible  to  be  much  more  copious  than  we  had 
been  in  the  illuflration  of  former  periods^  To  this  we 
Were  led  both  by  the  rifing  importance  of  our  materials* 
and  by  our  having  arrived  to  that  interval  which  diftin- 
guifhingiy  feparated  the  dark  from  the  enlightened  parts 
of  our  literary  hiflory.  So  much  was  then  done  ;  and  it 
had  fiich  an  afpedt  on  future  times,  that  it  demanded  a 
minuter  difcuffion  than  had  heretofore  been  adopted.  As 
We  proceed  forward  in  our  undertaking,  the  literature  of 
our  country  becomes  gradually  hill  more  various  and  ex¬ 
tend  ve  3  indeed  fo  various  and  extenfive,  that  were  we  great¬ 
ly  to  enlarge  on  each  branch  of  fcience,  and  efp&cially  to 
sharadferize  every  particular  fcholar  that  made  feme  figure  , 
17.93*  *  a  °  in 
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in  his  day,  we  fhould  be  carried  to  an  undue  length.  We 
muff,  therefore,  lb  far  confine  our  views  to  general  objects,, 
as  to  leave  many  individual  names  to  be  fought,  for  in  the 
more  particular  details  of  biography. 

In  defcribing  the  knowledge  of  king  James  the  firft’s 
reign,  we  fhall,  as  ufual,  begin  with  theology.  As  to  the 
cobtrinal  part  of  theology,  it  flood,  amongft  Proteflant  di- 
vines,  for  a  number  of  years,  pretty  much  as  it  had  been 
in  the  time  of  queen  Elizabeth.  In  1595,  archbifhop 
Whitgift,  in  conjunbtion  with  Richard  Bancroft,  bifliop 
of  London,  Richard  Vaughan,  biihop  elect  of  Bangor, 
Humphrey  Tyndall,  dean  of  Ely,  debtor  Whitaker, 
queen’s  profefTor  in  Cambridge,  and  others,  framed  a  fet 
of  articles,  which  went  by  the  name  of  the  Lambeth  Arti¬ 
cles.  Thele  were  in  a  high  firkin  of  Calvinifm ;  and,, 
though  not  enforced  by  legal  authority,  expreffed  the  pre¬ 
vailing  fentiments  of  the  age.  The  bare  reading  of  them, 
at  prefent,  would  afford  a  fuflicient  convidtion  of  their  nar- 
rownefs  and  abfurditv  ;  but  they  were  then  received  by  the 
great  body,  both'  of  the  clergy  and  laity,  without  any  degree 
of  hefitation.  Epifcopalians  and  puritans  alike  concurred 
in  admitting  the  rigid  tenets  of  John  Calvin,  or,  perhaps 
to  fpeak  more  properly,  of  St.  'Augufline.  It  was  with 
regard  to  the  difeipline  and  ceremonies  of  the  church  that 
they  differed d  and  thefe  points  were  conte fled  with  vehe¬ 
mence.  There  was  no  fmall  agitation  of  mind  among  the 
contending  parties  at  the  commencement  of  a  new  reign. 
T  he  puritans  flattered  themfelves  with  fome  indulgence 
from  the  prefbyterian  education  of  king  James.  But,  in 
fadt,  there  could  be  little  reafonable  ground  for  hope  on 
this  account.  The  rough  and  ill-mannered  divines  or 
Scotland  were  io  far  from  having  left  any  impreflions  in 
their  favour,  that  the  monarch  only  recolledled  them  with 
difgufl.  Their  ferocious  behaviour  had  excited  in  him  a 
rooted  averfion  to  the  feheme  of  worfhip  they  had  em¬ 
braced.  .  The  Roman  Catholics,  alfo,  were  not  without  an 
■expectation  that  they  would  be  treated  with  lefs  rigour 
than  in  the  preceding  reign.  This,  they  prefumed,  might 
be  hoped  for,  from  the  affection  which  the  king  entertain- 
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6:1  for  the  ‘memory  of  his  mother.  But,  however  willing 
he  might  be  in  himfelf  to  remit  any  of  the  le  verities- againff 
the  Papifcs,  the  time  was  not  yet  arrived  in  which  he 
could  with  fafety  give  way  to  fuch  a  tlifpoftion.  It  was 
James’s  apparent  intereft  to  fupport  the  eftablifhed  church; 
and  his  determination  in  this  relpedt  was  fpeedily  difplayed. 
Before  he  quitted  Scotland,  when  doftor  Thomas  Nevill, 
dean  of  Canterbury,  had  been  lent  by  archbiihop  Whit- 
gift,  in  the  name  of  the  bifhops  and  clergy  of  England, 
to  tender  their  bounden  duties  to  his  majefty,  and  to  un¬ 
derhand  his  royal  pleafure  for  the  ordering  and  guiding 
of  ecclefiaftical  caufes,  the  dean  brought  back  to  his  em¬ 
ployers  a  welcome  anfwer,  which  was,  to  uphold  and 
maintain  the  government  of  the  late  queen,  as  fhe  left  it 
fettled. 

The  perfons,  however,  who  were  difiatisfied  with  the 
confutation  and  forms  of  the  eftablifhed  religion,  were  too 
numerous,  and  of  too  much  confequence,  not  to  be  enti¬ 
tled  to  a  folemn  hearing.  A  conference,  therefore,  was 
appointed  at  Hampton  Court,  in  which  eight  bifhops  and 
five  deans  appeared  in  defence  of  conformity,  in  oppos¬ 
ition  to  four  puritan  divines.  From  the  unequal  numbers 
and  rank  of  the  combatants,  the  iffue  of  the  contefc  might 
eafily  have  been  predicted.  The  moil  confpicuous  o'bjedl 
in  the  debate  was  the  kins:  himfeif,  who  had  now  a  glorious 
opportunity  of  difplayirig  to  liis  admiring  flibjeccs  the  ex¬ 
tent  of  his  theological  knowledge.  ,  Of  this  he  was  not  a 
little  proud;  and  his  vanity  was  fully  gratified  in  the  ap- 
plaufes  which  he  received.  Bifhop  Bancroft  fell  upon  his 
knees,  and  laid,  cc  I  proteil  my  heart  melteth  for  joy,  that 
Almighty  God,  of  his  fingular  mercy,  has  given  us  fuch 
a  king,  as  fince  Chrifl’s  time  has  not  been.”  Chancellor 
Eger  ton  obferved,  cc-  that  he  had  never  feen  the  king  and 
priefl  fo  fully  united  in  one  perfon  and  archbiihop  Whit- 
gift  was  fo  tranfported  with  James’s  tefti’mony  to  the  wif- 
dom  of  the  oath  ex  officio,  that  he  cried  out,  cc  Undoubt¬ 
edly  your  majefty  fpeaks  by  the  fpecial  afliflance  of  God’s 
fpirit.”  Aga'inft  fuch  a  combination  what  figure  could  the 
four  puritan  miniflers  expect  to  make  ?• — -Indeed,  feveral 
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of  the  points  they  infilled  upon  were  comparatively' trifling'* 
and  will  be  deemed  of  little  confequence  by  the  more  en¬ 
lightened  diflenters  of  the  prefent  day.  In  fadt,  the  con- 
troverflalifts  on  both  fides  had  no  title  to  the  praile  of  pof- 
fefiing  a  liberality  of  mind.  They  had  a  considerable  por¬ 
tion  of  fcholaftic  learning ;  but  their  literature  was  not  of 
that  fpecies  which  enlarges  the  understanding,  and  rifes  fu- 
periour  to  prejudice  and  bigotry.  The  conference  ended 
with  alterations  fo  inflgniftcant,  and  with  luch  a  pertina¬ 
cious  refufal  of  indulgences  which  might  eafily  have  been 
granted,  that  the  puritans  were  greatly  diffatisfied,  and 
rendered,  of  courfe,  more  hoftile  to  the  church  than 
ever. 

In  one  refpe£t  the  Hampton  Court  conference  was  of 
peculiar  importance ;  for  it  paved  the  way  fora  new  trans¬ 
lation  of  the  Bible.  Such  a  tranflation  was  pleaded  for 
by  the  puritan  divines,  and  especially  by  dodlor  Raynolds, 
the  moft  celebrated  of  the  four  commifiioners ;  and  the 
king  acceded  to  the  demand.  This  is  a  matter  of  fuch 
confequence  in  the  theological  literature  of  our  country, 
that,  in  treating  upon  it,  we  Shall  beg  leave  to  depart  from 
our  accuftomed  brevity  :  and  that  we  may  do  fuller  juftice 
to  the  fubjecl,  we  Shall  look  back  to  the  verfions  of  the 
Scriptures  which  were  made  in  preceding  periods,  having 
no  more  than  (lightly  and  incidentally  touched  upon  them 
in  the  former  volumes  of  our  work. 

Some  attempts  at  rendering  the  Sacred  Writings  into  our 
native  tongue  took  place  in  very  early  times.  About  the 
year  709,  Adeline,  bifhop  of  Sherborne,  is  laid  to  have 
translated  the  Pfalms  into  Saxon;  and  nearly  about  the 
fame  time,  a  ^erfion  of  the  four  Gofpels,  into  the  fame 
language,  is  understood  to  have  been  executed  by  Egbert, 
bifhop  of  Landesfern.  According  to  fome  writers,  a. 
tranflation  of  the  whole  Bible  was  made,  within  a  few  years 
of  this  period,  by  the  venerable  Bede.  But  of  this  fa£t 
there  is  much  reafon  to  doubt.  No  latisfa&ory  evidence 
of  inch  a  tranflation  appears  in  the  beft  accounts  of  his  life, 
and  the  moft  accurate  catalogues  of  his  works.  Equally 
doubtful  is  the  truth  of  Fuller’s  aflerdon>  that  Bede  tranf? 
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lated  the  Pfalms  and  New  Teftament  into  Englifh.  He 
wrote,  indeed,  many  commentaries  upon  the  Scriptures, 
which  were  chiefly  colleGions  from  the  ancient  F athers  ; 
but  there  is  no  direct  evidence  of  his  having;  done  more 

O 

than  the  making  of  a  verfion  of  the  Gofipel  of  St.  John 
into  the  Saxon  language,  for  the  benefit  of  the  church. 
This  was  one  of  the  laid  employments  of  his  life.  A  Saxon 
tranfiation  of  the  Pentateuch,  Jofh.ua,  parts  of  the  Books 
of  Kings,  Either,  Judith,  - and  the  Maccabees,  is  alfo  at¬ 
tributed  to  Elfric,  or  Elfred,  or  AluriciOs,  who  was  arch- 
bifhop  of  Canterbury  from  the  year  q 93  to  1006.  Whe¬ 
ther  the  narrative  be  ftriGly  exaG,  is  not  of  material  con¬ 
sequence  in  this  place  to  enquire.  There  were  feveral 
other  attempts  of  the  fame  kind  before  the  time  of  Wick- 
liff ;  but  they  extended  only  to  fome  parts  of  the  Sacred 
Writings.  Nor  do  any  of  thefe  verfions  appear  to  have  been 
publifhed ;  having  been  made  only  for  the  life  of  the  re¬ 
fine  Give  tranflators,  or  of  the  particular  churches  to  which 
they  belonged. 

The  firit  perfon  who  appears  upon  undoubted  evidence 
to  have  translated  the  whole  Bible  was  the  famous  John 
Wickliff.  This  work  was  finifhed  and  publifhed  by  him 
fome  time  before  the  year  1381.  The  tranfiation  was 
made  from  the  Latin  bibles  then  in  common  ufie,  or  which 
were  ufualiy  read  in  the  church  for  though  he  was  fenfii- 
ble  of  the  preference  that  was  due  to  the  authority  of  the 
Greek  and  Hebrew  text,  he  was  not  fufficiently  acquaint¬ 
ed  with  thefe  languages  to  make  them  the  foundation  of 
his  verfion.  Motwithftandjng  this  disadvantage,  Wickliff’s 
tranfiation  was  a  produGion  of  great  importance  and  uti¬ 
lity,  having  been  a  confiderable  ftep  in  that  reformation 
in  religion  which  was  begun  by  hinl,  and  which  paved  the 
way  for  the  more  eminent  alterations  that  afterwards  took 
place.  An  Englifh  verfion  of  the  Bible  has  been  attributed 
to  John  Trevifa,  a  native  of  Cornwall,  and  vicar  of  Berk¬ 
ley  in  Gloucefterfiiire,  and  is  faid  to  have  been  executed  in 
1397.  The  faG,  however,  is,  that  he  tranfiated  only  a 
few  texts,  which  were  either  painted  on  the  walls  of  his 
patron’s  chapel  in  Berkley-caftle,  or  are  (bartered  in  fun- 
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dry  parts  of  his  works.  The  fuccefs  which  Wickliff  met 
with,  save  encouragement  to  fome  of  his  followers  to  re- 
view  his  tranflation,  or  rather  to  make  another,  lefs  ftridt 
and  verbal,  and  more  agreeable  to  the  fenfe.  In  Wick- 
lift’s  original  undertaking  he  did  not  a 6t  without  proper 
affiftants,  and  the  pains  they  took  were  very  laudable,  and 
indeed  judicious.  , 

The  next  tranflation,  which  is  of  fufficient  confequence 
to  be  here  particularly  mentioned,  was  that  by  Tindall. 
It  included  the  whole  New  Teftament,  and  was  hnifhed 
at  Antwerp,  where,  or  at  Hamburgh,  it  was  published  in 
the  year  1526.  Such  was  the  offence  taken  at  it  by  arch- 
bifhop  War  ham  and  bifnop  Tonftall,  that  .  they  hurled 
furious  cen lutes  againft  the  tranilator  and  his  adherents  5 
and  the  latter  of  thefe  prelates  purchafed  far  the  greater 
part  of  the  impreffion,  to  prevent  its  difperfion  among  the 
inafs  of  the  people.  This  circumftance  was  of  fmgular 
advantage  to  the  work  5  for  Tindall  v/as  enabled,  by  the 
fale  of  his  book,  to  give  more  correct  editions  of  it  to  the 
public.  Not  content  with  opening  the  treafures  of  the 
New  Teftament  to  the  chriftian  world,  he  formed  the  de¬ 
sign  of  adding  to  it  a  verfion  of  the  Old  Teftament.  This 
defign  he  did  not  live  to  complete.  The  Pentateuch  was 
tranfiated  by  him,  and  printed  at  Hamburgh  in  1530; 
and  in  the  next  year  he  publilhed  an  Engliih  verfion  of 
the  prophet  Jonah.  It  has  been  fuppofed  that,  previoufly 
to  his  deceafe,  he  ftnitlied  all  the  Bible,  excepting  the 
Apocrypha,  winch  wras  tranfiated  by  Rogers.  But  it  ap¬ 
pears'  rrioft  probable  that  he  tranfiated  only  the  hi'ftorical 
parts.  That  Tindall’s  verfion  has  many  faults,  will  be 
acknowledged  by  every  one  who  is  converfant  with  the 
(object :  neverthelefs,  it  was  a  great  effort  for  a  (ingle 
man,  e  (penally  confide  ring  the  period  in  which  he  lived. 
An  author  who  cannot  be  expected  to  be  partial  .to  him, 
but  whofe- liberality  of  mind  riles:  above  all  prejudices,  and 
diftimftions  (we  mean  dbdtor  Geddes),  thinks  that  “  though 
i  ind all’s  is  far  from  being  a  perfect  tranflation,  yet  few 
ftrft.  tranflations  will  be  found  preferable  to  it.  It  is  afto- 
piiiiing,”  adds  the  doctor,  fc  how  little  obfolete  the  lan¬ 
guage 
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guage  of  it  is,  even  at  this  day  :  and  in  point  of  perfpi- 
cuity  and  noble  fimplicky,  propriety  of  idiom  and  purity 
of  ftyle,  no  Englifh  verfion  has  yet  iiirpaifed  it,”  Dod'or 
Geddes  has  farther  declared,  that,  if  he  had  been  inclined 
to  make  any  prior  Englifh.  verfion  the  ground- work  of  his 
own,  it  would  certainly  have  been  Tindall’s  ;  and  that  per¬ 
haps  he  fhould  have  done  this,  if  their  Hebrew  text  had 
been  the  fame.  Such  a  teftimony  to  the  merit  of  Tindall 
places  him  high  in  the  rank  of  biblical  literature. 

In  coniequence  of  the  gradual  prevalence  of  Froteftant 
principles,  a  rifing  folicitude  appeared  for  the  diffiifion  of 
the  Bible  in  the  mother  tongue,  Archbifhop  Cranmer 
was  particularly  zealous  in  this  refped  ;  and  accordingly, 
notwithftanding  the  opposition  of  Gardiner  and  his  party, 
he  obtained,  through  the  influence  of  queen  Anne  Sullen, 
an  order  from  the  king,  for  a  new  tranflation  of  the  Scrip¬ 
tures.  '  This  was  in  1534 ;  and  in  the  next  year  the  whole 
Bible  was  finifhed  at  the  prefs.  From  the  rapidity  with 
which  the  work  was  executed,  it  is  evident  that  Cranmer 
and  his  aflfociates  miift  have  had  it  in  previous  preparation. 
The  chief  burden  of  the  undertaking  lay  upon  Miles  Co- 
verdale,  a  divine  whom  we  have  formerly  charade  riled  in 
his  proper  place,  and  from  whom  this  verfion  was  called 
£f  Coverdale’s  Bible.”  It  is  alfo  often  called  Cranmer’s 
Bible ;  and  it  is  the  ftrft  Englifli  Bible  that  was  allowed  by 
royal  authority,  and  the  firft  tranflation  of  the  whole  facred 
writings  that  was  printed  in  our  language.  Archbilhop 
Cranmer  did  not  reft  in  what  he  had  already  done.  His 
mind  was  fo  intent  on  introducing  a  free  life  of  the  Scrips 
tures  by  able  and  faithful  rranflators,  that  he  divided  an 
old  Engliih  tranflation  of  the  New  Teftament  into  nine  or 
ten  parts,  and  caufed  thefe  parts  to  be  tranfcribed  into 
paper  books,  which  he  diftributed  among  the  moft  learned 
bifhops,  and  others ;  requiring  that  they  would  perfedly 
correct  their  rel.pedive  portions,  and  return  them  to  him 
-at  a  limited  time.  When  the  day  came,  the  only  perfon 
•who  did  not  fend  in  his  proper  part  to  Lambeth,  was 
Stokefley  bifliop  of  London.  What  was  the  refult  of  this 
^undertaking  is  not  afcertained. 
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Thomas,  lord  Cromwell,  concurred  with  Cranrner  ia 
promoting '  the  reading  and  ftudy  of  the  Scriptures.  In 
fome  injun&ions  which  were  publifhed  by  him,  as  the 
king?s  yicar-general  and  vicegerent  in  ecclefiaftical  mat¬ 
ters,  it  was  ordered,  “  that  every  parfon,  or  proprietary 
of  any  pariih-church  within  the  realm,  fhould  provide  a 
book  of  the  whole  Bible,  both  in  Latin  and  alfo  in  Eng- 
lifh,  and  lay  it  in  the  choir,  for  every  man  that  would  to 
look  and  read  therein  :  and  fhould  difcourage  no  man 
from  reading  any  part  of  the  Bible,  either  in  Latin  or  Eng- 
lifhT  Such  a  permiftion  could  not  fail  of  tending  tq 
produce  a  great  revolution  in  the  minds  of  our  country¬ 
men. 

In  the  year  1537,  another  edition  of  the  Englifh  Bible 
made  its  appearance,  which  had  been  printed  at  Hamburgh, 
or  Marpurg,  by  Grafton  and  Whitchurch.  It  bore  the 
name  of  Thomas  Matthewe,  and  was  let  forth  with  the 
king’s  lice nfe.  In  this  edition  great  ule  was  made  of 
Tindall  and  Coverdale ;  and  the  New  Teftament  was 
Tindalfs  verfion.  In  fade  the  whole  tranflation  is  repre¬ 
sented  to  be  no  other  than  that  of  Tindall  and  Coverdale, 
Somewhat  altered.  That  the  name  of  Matthewe  was  a 
feigned  one  is  univerfally  allowed,  and  that  it  was  aftlimed 
for  prudential  reafons  ;  one  of  which  was,  that  the  reader’s 
obligation  to  Tindall  might  be  concealed,  his  memory 
being  ftill  odious  to  a  great  number  of  perfons.  John 
Rogers,  before  mentioned,  a  learned  academic,  and  the 
hr  ft  who  was  condemned  to  the  flames  in  the  reign  of 
queen  Mary,  is  underftood  to  have  been  employed  by 
Cranmer  in  fuperintending  the  edition,  and  in  furmfhing 
the  few  emendations  and  additions  v/hich  -were  thought 
neceftary.  At  the  intercefilon  of  the  archbifhop,  lord 
Cromwell  again  exerted  his  influence  with  Henry  the 
eighth,  and  his  vicarial  authority  in  recommending  the 
Bible  to  public  notice  :  and  fo  well  pleafed  was  our 
worthy  prelate  with  his  lordfhip’s  effectual  interpoli- 
tion,  that  he  exprefted  himfelf  in  the  following  terms 
of  pious  gratitude  and  affection :  C£  I  doubt  not  but  that 
hereby  fuch  fruit  of  good  knowledge  fhall  enfue,  that  it 
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fhall  well  appear  hereafter  what  high  and  excellent  fervice 
you  have  done  unto  God  and  the  king ;  which  fhall  fo 
much  redound  to  your  honour,  that,  befides  God’s  reward, 
you  fhall  obtain  perpetual  memory  for  the  fame  within  this 
realm.— This  deed  you  fhall  hear  of  at  the  great  day, 
when  all  things  fhall  be  opened  and  made  manifefL>> 

In  1538,  a  quarto  New  Teftament,  in  the  Vulgate  La¬ 
tin,  and  in  Coverdale’s  Engliih,  was  printed  with  the 
king’s  licenfe,  Thefe  repeated  attempts  to  enlighten  the 
body  of  the  people  with  the  knowledge  of  the  Scriptures 
could  not  fail  "to  excite  great  jealoufy  in  the  adherents  to 
Popery.  There  was  nothing  which  they  dreaded  fo  much 
as  vernacular  tranflations  of  the  Bible.  At  the  requefl  of 
king  Henry  himfelf,  Grafton  had  obtained  a  permifiiori 
from  Francis  the  firft  to  print  a  Bible  at  Paris,  on  account 
of  the  fuperior  fkill  of  the  workmen,  and  the  comparative 
goodness  and  cheapnefs  of  the  paper.  But,  notwithftand- 
ing  the  royal  licenfe,  the  Inquifition  interpofed  to  prevent 
the  execution  of  the  deflgn.  The  French  printers,  their 
Englifh  employers,  and  Coverdale  the  corrector  of  the 
work,  were  fummoned  to  appear  before  the  inquifitors; 
and  the  impreffian,  confuting  of  2500  copies,  was  feized 
and  condemned  to  the  flames.  In  confequence,  however, 
of  the  avarice  of  the  officer  who  fuperintended  the  burning 
of  the  books,  fome  chefts  of  them  were  fold  to  a  haber- 
dafher,  for  the  purpofe  of  wrapping  his  wares.  When  the 
alarm  fubfided,  the  Englifli  proprietors,  who  had  fled 
from  Paris,  returned  to  that  city,  and  not  only  recovered 
fome  of  the  copies  which  had  efcaped  the  fire,  but  brought 
with  them  to  London  the  prefles,  types,  and  printers. 
This  tranflation  took  place  in  the  latter  end  of  the  year 
1538.  Early  in  1539,  Grafton  and  Whitchurch  printed 
the  Bible  in  large  folio,  and  prefixed  to  it  a  beautiful  fron- 
tifpiece  defigned  by  Hans  Holbein.  In  the  text,  thole 
parts  of  the  Latin  verfion  which  are  not  found  in  the  He¬ 
brew  or  Greek  are  inferted  in  a  fmailer  letter  ;  and  a  mark 
Is  tiled  to  denote  a  difference  of  reading  between  the  He¬ 
brews  and  the  Chaldees.  Matthewe’s  Bible  was  revifed, 
&pd  feveral  alterations  were  made  in  the  tranflation,  par¬ 
ticularly 
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ticularly  in  the  Book  of  Pfaims ;  but  the  prologues  and 
notes  of  the  edition  of  1537  were  wholly  omitted.  This 
third  edition  of  the  Scriptures  has  been  called  the  cc  Bible 
in  the  large  or  great  volume,”  and  has  been  fuppofed  to 
be  the  fame  which  Grafton  obtained  leave  to  print  at 
Paris.  If  it  was  a  different  impreffion,  it  was.ftill  under 
the  chief  care  of  Miles  Coverdaie,  who  compared  the 
cranflation  with  the  original  Hebrew,  and  improved  it  in 
many  places. 

In  the  courfe  of  the  fame  year,  another  Bible  was 
printed  by  John  Byddell ;  and  the  conductor  of  it  was 
Richard  Taverner,  who  had  received  his  education  at 
Thrift  church  in  Oxford,  and  was  patronifed  by  Crom¬ 
well,  when  fecretary  of  ftate.  It  was  probably  on  account 
of  Taverner’s  '  great  fkill  in  the  Greek  language  that  he 
was  encouraged  by  his  patron  to  undertake  this  work, 
which  is  neither  a  bare  revifal  of  the  Ehglifh  Bible  juft  de- 
fcribed,  nor  a  new  verfion,  but  between  both.  Many  of 
the  marginal  notes  of  Matthewe’s  impreffion  are  adopted, 
many  omitted,  and  others  inferted.  Taverner,  in  his  de¬ 
dication  to  the  king,  expreffes  a  proper  fenfe  of  the. dif¬ 
ficulty  of  a  good  tranflation  of  the  Scriptures.  Such  a 
Cranflation,  he  thinks,  could  fcarcely  be  accomplifhed  by  one 
or  two  perfons  j  and  that  it  would  require  the  deep  con¬ 
ferring  of  many  learned  wits  together,  and  a  full  propor¬ 
tion  of  time  and  leifure.  After  Cromwell’s  death,  the  in¬ 
fluence  of  the  bifhops,  who  were  addibted  to  the  Romifli 
religion,  procured  Taverner’s  imprifonment  in  the  Tower 
upon  account  of  this  work ;  but  he  had,  the  addrefs  to  re- 
inftate  himfelf  in  the  king’s  favour,  and  his  verfion  was 
read  in  churches  by  royal  authority. 

Several  privileged  editions  of  the  Bible  rapidly  fucceecl- 
ed ;  no  iefs  than  five  having  appeared  in  1 540.  In  the 
lame  year,  the  curates  and  parishioners  of  every  parifh 
were  required,  by  royal  proclamation,  to  provide  them- 
felves  with  the  Bible  of  the  large  ft  volume  ;  and  to  tlie  ne- 
gtctl  ot  doing  it  a  penalty  was  annexed.  All  ordinaries 
were,  ,at  the  fame  time,  charged  to  fee  that  the  procla¬ 
mation  was  obeyed.  In  1541,  a  new' edition  of  Cran- 
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ijier’s  Bible  was  fini  died  by  Grafton  ;  and  this  was  fol¬ 
lowed,  in  a  few  months,  by  an  itnpreffion  of  another  Bible 
of  the  largeft  fize,  which  was  fuperintended,  at  the  king’s 
command,  by  Tonftal  biiliop  of  Durham,  and  Heath  bi- 
fhop  of  Rochefter. 

This  edition  was  followed  by  a  farther  decree  from 
Henry,  that  a  Bible  fhould  be  fet  up  in  every  parifh 
throughout  England.  But  notwithftandtng  thefe  injunc¬ 
tions  were  fo  frequently  repeated,  they  were  partially  and 
reluftantly  obferved.  The  matter  was  difcouraged  by  thofe 
bifhops  who  were  attached  to  Popery,  and  whofe  power 
and  influence  gradually  gained  ftrength,  after  the  execution 
of  Thomas  Cromwell,  earl  of  EfTex.  In  him  the  venera¬ 
ble  Cranmer  loft  a  zealous  and  able  fupporter.  The  pre¬ 
lates,  who  were  hoftiie  to  their  metropolitan’s  laudable  ex¬ 
ertions,  reprefentecl  to  the  king,  that  the  Englifh  tranfla- 
tion  w7as  very  erroneous  and  heretical.  Agreeably  to  the 
language  which  is  fo  congenial  to  all  thole  who  are  averle 
to  every  fpecies  and  degree  of  reform,  it  was  faid,  that 
the  free  ufe  of  the  Bible  was  calculated  to  increafe  fadti'on 
and  parties,  to  raile  difputes  among  the  common  people, 
and  to  cleftroy  the  peace  of  the  kingdom.  In  the  convo¬ 
cation,  which  met  in  154a,  the  archbilhop,  in  the  king’s 
name,  required  the  bifhops  and  clergy  to  revife  the  trans¬ 
lation  of  the  New  Teftament.  For  this  purpofe,  he  di¬ 
vided  it  into  fourteen  parts,  and  portioned  them  out  to 
fifteen  bifhops,  aligning  tv/o  to  the  Book  of  Revelations, 
on  account  of  its  difficulty.  The  convocation  being  foon 
difToived,  the  defign  was  not  carried  into  execution.  The 
view  of  the  hoftiie  prelates  was  to  banilh  the  tranllation 
already  made*  and  to  introduce  one  which  fhould  be  fo 
frequently  interfperfed  with  Latin  words  as  to  remain  un¬ 
intelligible  to  the  mere  Englifh  reader.  In  parliament, 
the  Romifh  party  fo  far  prevailed,  that  Tindall’s  tranfla- 
tion  was  condemned  and  abolifhed  by  law.  Other  ver¬ 
sions  v/ere,  indeed,  permitted  to  remain  in  force  *  but 
even  thefe  verftons  were  to  be  read  by  the  higher  claftes 
only  *  and  not  by  the  lower  fort,  without  the  king’s  li- 
ccnfe.  It  'was  with  no  fmall  difficulty  that  Cranmer  ob- 
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tained  fome  mitigation  of  thefe  injunctions.  Grafton, 
the  printer,  who  had  been  fo  zealous  in  promoting  the 
knowledge  and  dirfuiion  of  the  Scriptures,  was  impri- 
foned  ;  nor  was  he  releafed  till  he  had  given  a  bond  of 
three  hundred  pounds  neither  to  print  nor  to  fell  any  more 
Englifh  Bibles  till  the  king  and  the  clergy  fhould  agree  on 
a  tranllation.  In  the  year  1 544,  the  Pentateuch  was 
printed  according  to  the  copy  which  was  fet  forth  by  royal 
authority  ;  and  in  1546  a  proclamation  was  iffued,  which 
prohibited  the  poffeffion  and  the  reading  of  Wickiiff’s, 
Tindall’s,  and  C overdale’s  tranflations,  and  forbad  the 
life  of  any  other  than  what:  was  allowed  by  parliament. 
This  was  the  laid  act  of  Plenty  the  eighth  relative  to  the 
fubjeCt  in  queftion.  Our  enlightened  readers  will  obierve, 
with  pleafure,  the  ardour  that  was  difplayed  in  the  profecu- 
tion  of  religious  knowledge,  and  the  progrels  it  made* 
notwithftanding  the  difficulties  and  obftruCtions  wdth  which 
it  was  encompaifed. 

On  the  acceffion  of  king  Edward  the  fixth,  great  en¬ 
couragement  was  given  to  the  reading  of  the  Scriptures. 
A  royal  injunction  was  pubiiffied,  that  the  whole  Englifh 
Bible  fhould  be  placed  in  churches ;  and  it  was  farther  en¬ 
joined,  that  the  paraphrafe  of  Erafmus  in  Englifh,  to  the 
end  of  the  four  Evangelilds,  fhould  occupy  the  fame  fmiation. 
We  cannot  but  remark,  to  the  honour  of  Erafmus,  that  this 
great  man,  whofe  fervices  to  general  literature  were  fo 
eminent  and  extraordinary,  was  thus  a  peculiar  benefactor 
to  our  own  country,  in  a  matter  of  the  utmofd  importance. 
During  the  courfe  of  Edward’s  reign,  which  was  Id's  than 
eight  years,  eleven  imprefilons  of  the  whole  Bible  were 
pubiiffied,  and  fix  of  the  New  Tefdament.  It  is  worthy 
of  obfervation,  that  the  Bibles  were  reprinted  agreeably  to . 
the  preceding  editions ;  whether  Tindall’s,  Coverdale’s, 
Matthewe’s,  Cranmer’s,  or  Taverner’s.  Hence  it  is  evi¬ 
dent  that  they  appeared  with  a  different  text,  and  with  dif¬ 
ferent  notes ;  the  reformers  feeming  more  defirous  of  gra¬ 
tifying  the  taftes  of  all  readers,  than  fearful  of  perplexing 
them  by  flight  variations.  It  is  doubtful  whether  during 
this  reign  any  frefh  attempts  were  made  at  tranflation. 

No 
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No  public  encouragement  to  works  of  this  kind  could 
be  given  under  the  Popifh  government  of  queen  Mary : 
but  the  Proteftant  exiles  at  Geneva  formed  the  defign  of  a 
new  verfion  of  the  Bible,  which  was  completed  in  1560, 
and  printed  in  that  city.  Notwithftanding  queen  Mary’s 
deceafe,  and  the  acceflion  of  Elizabeth  to  the  throne  of 
England,  fome  of  the  Englifh  refugees  continued  at  Ge¬ 
neva  for  the  foie  purpofe  of  finishing  the  undertaking. 
The  three  mold  learned  of  the  tranflators  were  bifhop  Co¬ 
ver  dale,  Anthony  Gilby,  and  William  Whittingham ; 
and  they  were  all  of  them  zealous  Calviniils,  both  with  re¬ 
gard  to  dodtrine  and  difcipline.  This  tranilation  was  fo 
popular,  and  was  fo  much  ufed  in  private  families  on  ac¬ 
count  of  the  notes,  that,  from  the  year  1500  to  1616, 
there  were  more  than  thirty  editions  of  it,  in  folio,  quarto, 
or  octavo;  not  to  mention  the  impre (lions  of  it  that  took 
place  at  Geneva,  Edinburgh,  and  Amfterdam.  It  was  a 
work  of  great  labour  ;  but  fome  of  the  marginal  notes  gave 
offence  to  very  high  churchmen  and  the  zealots  for  prero¬ 
gative.  For  this  reafon  king  James  the  find  fpoke  of  it, 
at  the  conference  at  Hampton  Court,  in  terms  of  peculiar 
diflike.  Whatever  may  be  thought  of  it  in  this  reipedt, 
dodtor  Geddes  does  not  hefitate  to  declare,  with  relation 
to  the  verfion  itfelf,  that  he  thinks  it  in  general  better 
than  that  of  James’s  tranflators. 

In  1568  appeared  the  Bible  which,  upon  account  of 
eight  biihops,  befide  other  perfons,  being  employed  in  it, 
has  been  called  the  Biihops’  Bible.  This  edition  was  un¬ 
dertaken  by  royal  commandment,  and  was  executed  under 
the  aufpices  of  archbifhop  Parker,  who  exerted  all  his 
weight  and  talents  upon  the  fubjedt.  In  the  accomplifh- 
mdnt  of  the  defign,  diftindt  portions  of  the  Bible  (being 
at  leafl  fifteen  in  number)  were  allotted  to  feiedt  men  of 
learning  and  abilities  ;  and  other  critics  were  employed  in 
comparing  the  work  with  the  original  languages,  and  with 
the  former  tranflations.  One  of  thefe  critics,  the  names 
■  of  molt  of  whom  are  now  little  adverted  to,  was  Giles 
Laurence,  a  r$an  of  great  celebrity  at  that  time  for  his 
knowledge  of  the  Greek  tongue,  and  whole  caftigations 
.  1  '  1  r  '1  .  were 


were  exaCtly  followed.  The  archbifhop  fent  inffru&ioiM 
concerning  the  method  which  the  translators  were  to  ob- 
ftrve  ;  and  he  recommended  the  addition  of  fame  fhort 
marginal  notes,  for  the  itluftration  and  correction  of  the 
Text.  He  did  not,  however,  trail  to  others ;  but  took 
upon  himfelf  the  principal  direction  of  the  affair,  reviewed 
the  performance,  and  perhaps  gave  it  the  finifhing  hand. 
It  was  not  lo  much  his  province  to  t  ran  Hate,  as  to  over¬ 
fee,  direCt,  examine,  prepare,  and  complete  the  whole. 
So  highly  pleated  was'  our  good  prelate  when  this  great 
work  was  brought  to  a  conclufion,  that,  in  the  fpirit  and 
the  words  of  old  Simeon,  he  expre fifed  the  tranquillity  with 
which  he  fhould  now  meet  his  diffolution.  Moll  of  the 
editions  of  the  Bifinops’  Bible  are  in  folio  and  quarto ;  the 
reafon  of  which  is,  that  it  was  chiefly  defigned  for  the  ufe 
of  churches. 

The  zeal  of  the  Englifh  Proteftants  for  translations  of 
the  Sacred  Writings  at  length  ffirred  up  the  Roman  Catho¬ 
lics  to  the  fame  bufmefs.  It  was  impoffible  any  longer  to 
■refill  the  torrent ;  and  therefore,  inftead  of  oppofing  it, 
they  refolved  to  have  a  verfion  of  their  own  making  : 
nor  were  they  afhamed  to  confefs  that  they  were  driven 
into  this  meafure  contrary  to  their  will.  In  1582,  an 
Englifh  New  Teftament,  in  quarto,  was  printed  at  Rheims, 
tranfiated  from  the  Vulgate  Latin,  and  retaining  many 
Oriental,  Greek,  and  Latin  words,  with  an  apparent  in¬ 
tention  of  rendering  the  Text  lels  capable  of  being  under- 
Hood  by  common  readers.  The  Old  Teftament  was  af¬ 
terwards  published  at  Douay,  in  two  quarto  volumes,  the 
firft  of  which  appeared  in  1609,  and  the  fecond  in  1610. 
William  Alan,  Gregory  Martin,  and  Richard  Briilow 
are  underflood  to  have  been  the  tranflators  ;  and  it  is  faid 
that  the  annotator  was  Thomas  Worthington.  The  ver¬ 
fion  of  the  New  Teftament  has  by  fome  writers  been 
chiefly  afcribed  to  William  Raynolds. 

We  come  now  to  the  authoritative  tranflation  of  the 
Holy  Scriptures,  which  was  accomplilhed  in  the  reign  of 
James  the  firft,  and  which  was  the  only  good  effect  of 
the  Hampton  Court  conference,  and  the  only  point  where- 
5  <  •  in 
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in' the  contending  parties  agreed.  On  the  fecond  day  of 
that  conference,  dodtor  Raynolds,  the  principal  fpeakdr 
for  the  Puritans,  moved  the  king  that  a  new  verfion  of  the 
Bible  might  be  undertaken ;  and  the  reafons  affigned  by 
him  for  his  motion  were,  that  the  pranfiations  which  had 
been  allowed  in  the  reigns  of  Henry  the  eighth  and  Ed¬ 
ward  the  fixth  were  corrupt,  and  that  other  exifting  trans¬ 
lations  were  not  conformable  to  the  truth  of  the  original. 
The  king  anfwered,  that  he -had  never  yet  feen  a  Bible  well 
tranflated  into  Engiifh,  and  exp  re  fie  d  his  wifh  that  the 
mod:  learned  men  in  both  the  univerfities  would  engage  in 
the  work  which,  when  reviewed  by  the  bifhops,  might 
be  presented  to  the  council,  and  then  receive  the  fandlion 
of  his  authority  :  that  fo  the  whole  national  church  might 
be  bound  to  that  verfion,  and  not  be  permitted  to  ufe  any 
other.  On  the  fuggeftion  of  bifhop  Bancroft,  marginal 
notes  were  forbidden.  In  1604,  fifty-four  learned  men  of 
Oxford,  Cambridge,  and  of  other  places,  were  commif- 
fioned  to  confer  together,  lb  that  nothing  fhould  pafs  with¬ 
out  a  general  confent,  and  every  meafure  be  adopted  that 
might  contribute  to  the  perfection  of  the  undertaking. 

The  number  of  aCtual  t  ran  Gators  was  reduced  by  death 
to  forty- feven,  who  were  divided  into  fix  daffies,  accord¬ 
ing  to  the  following  arrangement :  cc  Ten  were  to  meet 
m  Weftminfter,  and  to  tranfiate  from  the  Pentateuch  to  the 
end  of  the  Second  Book  of  Kings.  Eight,,  afifembled  at 
Cambridge,  were  to  finifh  the  reft  of  the  Hiftorical  Books, 
and  the  Hagiographa.  At  Oxford,  feven  were  to  undertake 
the  four  Greater  Prophets,  with  the  Lamentations  of  Jere- 
*miah,  and  the  twelve  Minor  Prophets.  The  Epiftles'  of 
Saint  Paul,  and  the  remaining  canonical  epiftles,  were 
allotted  to  another  company  of  feven  at  Weftminfter. 
Another  company  of  eight,  at  Oxford,  were  to  tranfiate  the 
Four  Gofpels,  the  A6b  of  the  Apoftles,  and  the  Apoca- 
lypfe.  Laftly, '  another  company  of  feven,  at  Cambridge, 
had  affigned  to  them  the  Apocrypha,  including  the  Prayer 
of  Manaffieh.”  In  this  appointment  it  was  intended  that 
the  divines  employed  fhould  not  be  too  many,  left  one 
‘fhould  trouble  another^  and  at  the  fame  time,  that  they 
*7- '  '  fhould 
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fhould  be  fo  numerous  as  to  prevent  any  important  obje#: 
from  e leaping  their  attention.  The  preiates  were  like- 
wife  enjoined  to  inform  themfelves  of  fiich  learned  men 
in  their  feveral  diocefes  as  had  knowledge  of  the  Hebrew 
and  Greek  tongues*  and  had  Studied  the  Scriptures  $  and 
the  king’s  pleaiure  was  Signified,  that  their  obfervations 
Should  be  fent  to  one  of  three  perfons  fixed  upon  for  the 
purpoie  of  receiving  any  occafionai  communications; 

For  the  encouragement  of  the  translators,  provision  was 
made  that  they  Should  be  promoted  to  ecclefiaftical  bene¬ 
fices,  as  opportunity  offered ;  and,  in  the  courfe  of  a  few 
years,  feven  of  them  rofe  to  the  epifcopal  dignity.  To  in¬ 
vigorate  their  ardour,  and  to  accelerate  their  fpeed,  thd 
bifhop  of  London  informed  them,  that  his  majefty  was 
not  fatisfied  till  the  work  was  entered  upon ;  and  that  his 
royal  mind  rejoiced  more  in  the  good  hope  which  he  had 
for  its  happy  fuccefs,  than  for  the  peace  concluded  with 
Spain.  Notwithstanding  thefe  inducements,  the  tranfla- 
tion  was  not  actually  begun  till  early  in  the  year  1607  ; 
and  indeed  it  muff  have  required  a  confiderable  degree  of 
previous  preparation.  Certain  rules  v/ere  preferibed  to  be_ 
carefully  observed  in  the  undertaking,  the  generality  of 
which  were  judicious  and  proper,  though  to  a  few  of  them* 
perhaps,  objedtions  might  be  m |de.  It  was  likewife  the 
king’s  pleaiure,  which  had  been  fignified  to  the  vice- 
chancellor  of  Cambridge  fo  early  as  the  13th  of  Auguff 
1604,  that  befides  the  perfons  employed  for  the  Hebrew1 
and  Greek,  there  fhould  be  feleffed* three  or  four  of  the 
moil  eminent  and  grave  divines  of  the  univerfity,  to  be 
overfee rs  of  the  translations,  and  to  fee  to  it  that  the  rules 
laid  down  v/ere  ffridly  regarded. 

Nearly  three  years  were  employed  in  making  this  ver-^ 
fion,  the  progrefs  of  which  was  not  a  little  retarded  by  the 
death  of  a  Mr.  Lively,  a  Cambridge  fcholar,  upon  whom 
the  weight  of  the  work  greatly  reffed,  on  account  of  his 
Skill  in  the  Oriental  languages.  It  is  to  be  regretted,  that’ 
the  memory  of  a  man  of  fuch  eminent  literature,  and 
whole  afuftance  was  of  fo  much  confequence  in  this  great 
undertaking,  fliould  have  funk  into  almoil  total  oblivion* 

When 
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When  the  tranflation  was  finilhed,  two  perfons  were 
thoien,  to  refine  and  polilli  it,  from  each  of  the  joint  com¬ 
panies  which  had  affembled  at  Oxford,  Cambridge,  and 
Weftminfter.  The  two  from  the  Cambridge  companies 
were  Mr.  John  Boys,  fellow  of  St.  John’s  college,  and  Mr. 
Andrew  Downes,  Greek  profeffor ;  who  daily  met  their 
fellow  labourers  in  Stationers’  hall,  London,  and  In  nine 
months  completed  their  talk.  Laft  of  all  Billon,  bifhop 
of  Winchefter,  and  Dr.  Miles  Smith,  who  from  the  be¬ 
ginning  had  been  very  adlive  in  the  affair,  again  reviewed 
the  whole,  and  prefixed  arguments  to  the  feveral  books. 

Dr.  Smith,  who,  for  his  indefatigable  pains  in  the  work, 
/was  fpeedily  advanced  to  the  bifhopric  of  Gloucefter,  was 
ordered  to  write  the  preface.  \  Mention  is  made  of  a  chief 
overfeer  and  talk  mailer,  under  his  majefty,  to  whom  not 
only  the  tranflators,  but  alfo  the  whole  church,  was  much 
bound.  The  perfon  intended  was  probably  archbilhop 
Bancroft. 

The  Englifh  divines,  who  in  1618  were  commiffioned 
to  attend  the  fynod  of  Dort,  delivered  a  paper  to  that 
affembiy,  containing  an  account  of  this  matter  \  which  in 
fome  few  circumflances  differs  from  that  already  given. 

It  is  faid  in  particular,  that  after  each  individual  had 
finished  his  talk,  twelve  men  affembled  in  one  place,  and 
revifed  the  whole ;  and  only  feven  rules  are  mentioned  as 
prefcribed  to  the  interpreters ;  whereas  there  is  the  moll 
authentic  evidence  that  the  rules  were  fourteen  in  number. 

In  the  year  1611,  every  thing  was  completed,  and  that 
verfion  of  the  holy  fcriptures  was  published  by  authority 
which  has  fince  continued  to  be  the  national  ftandard*. 

It  was  a  great  work,  highly  to  the  honour  of  the  kingdom, 
and  the  noblell  exhibition  of  the  theological  knowledge  of  • 
our  country  which  the  reign  we  are  treating  of  afforded. 
When,  however,  we  call  our  eyes  on  the  lift  of  the  per¬ 
fons  concerned  in  it,  we  find,  comparatively,  but  a  few 


*  Though  we  have  not  negle&ed  other  writers,  it  ought  here  to  be 
mentioned,  that  we  have  been  particularly  indebted  in  our  narrative  to 
bilhop  Newcome’s  “  Hiftorical  View  of  the  JEnglilh  Biblical  Tranf- 
lations.” 
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names  that  have  been  handed  down  with  any  extraor¬ 
dinary"  reputation  to  pofterity.  The  moft  diftinguifihed 
are  tliofe  of  Dr.  Andrews,  Dr.  Overall,  Mr.  Chader- 
ton,  Dr.  Raynolds,  Dr.  Smith,  Mr.  Downes,  Mr.  Boys, 
Dr.  Barlow,  and  Mr.  Faireciowe.  By  Mr.  Faireclowe 
was  certainly  meant  , Daniel  Featley,  of  great  celebrity 
in  his  day  for  his  talents  at  deputation,  efpecially  againft 
the  papifts.  Though  the  reft  are  now  fcarcely  known, 
they  Were  undoubtedly  deemed  the  belt  fcholars  of  their 
time  ;  and  fome  of  them  might  be  as  truly  learned  as  thole 
whofe  fame  has  had  the  good  fortune  not  to  be  obli¬ 
terated. 

Various  characters  have  been  given  of  this  authoritative 
tranftation  of  the  bible ;  fome  highly  in  its  praife,  and 
fome  pointing  out  its  errors  and  defects.  On  the  whole, 
its  merit  muft  be  allowed  to  be  very  great.  When  it  was 
made,  our  language  was  in  the  perfection  of  its  manly  and 
genuine  fimplicrty,  and  was  in  fuch  a  ftate  as  admirably  to 
coal'd  be  with  the  idioms  and  conftrudtion  of  the  original. 
Our  national  bible  conftitutes,  as  it  were,  the  ftandard  of 
the  Englifli  tongue,  and  has  eminently  contributed  to  the - 
prefervation  of  its  purity.  But,  notwithftanding  its  gene¬ 
ral  excellence,  there  are  certainly  many  things  in  it  which 
are  highly  objectionable.  A  variety  of  paftages  are,  with¬ 
out  queftion,  wrongly  tranflated  3  and  there  are  numbers  of 
places  in  which  the  language  might  be  rendered  more  cor— 
re6l  and  elegant,  without  departing  from  its  native  fim- 
plicity.  Henbe  there  have  been  various  demands  for  ano¬ 
ther  veriion ;  and  thefe  demands  have,  of  late  years,  be¬ 
come  more  frequent  and  importunate.  A  new  verfion  of 
the  feriptures  has  been  called  for  by  the  moft  refip  eft  able 
names  3  by  fuch  names  as  a  Kennicott,  a  Lowth,-  a  Blay- 
ney,  a  Campbell,  a  Hodgfon,  a  Wrntle,  a  Geddes,  % 
Wakefield,  a  Symonds,  and  a  Newcome 3  all  of  whom 
(not  to  mention  others)  have,'  by  their  learned  labours* 
afforded  admirable  fpecimens  of  what  improvements  might 
be  made  in  a  public  revifion  of  the  bible.'  There  cannot 
be  a  fitter  time  for  fuch  an  undertaking.  The  found- lite¬ 
rature,  the  critical  fpirk,  the  enlarged  underfiancling  of  the 

*  *' .  *■  prefent 
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prefent  age,  together  with  the  late  extensive  collation  of 
manufcripts,  would  give  every  advantage  to  the  accom¬ 
plishment  of  the  dcfign. 

A  question  will  ariie,  whether  there  Should  be  an  entirely 
new  translation  of  the  facred  writings,  or  only  a  revision 
of  the  old  one.  We  hefitate  not  to  declare,  that  we  are  of 
the  latter  opinion.  Let  every  mi ftaken  place  be  corrected, 
and  every  defeCt  of  language  removed ;  but  iet  there  be 
no  alterations  merely  for  the  fake  of  alteration.  When 
what  is  laid  is  well  expre Sled,  both  as  to  fenfe  and  words, 
why  Should  it  be  altered  ?  The  amendments,  likewife, 
where  necelfary,  fliould  coalefce,  as  much  as  poffible,  with 
the  c.hafte  and  fimple  language  of  the  prefent  authorised 
verfion. 

Another  literary  undertaking  was  formed  in  king  James 
the  firft’s  reign,  of  far  inferior  confequence,  but  which, 
however,  mull  not  be  paSTed  over  without  notice.  This  was 
the  institution  of  the  college  at  Chelfea.  It  confifted  of  a 
provoft  and  nineteen  fellows,  among  whom  no  bifhop% 
were  admitted  j  and  the  particular  defign  of  it  was,  that 
learned  divines  Should  be  employed,  as  occasion  might  re¬ 
quire,  to  write  in  Support  of  the  religion  profdTed  in  the 
kingdom,  and  in  confutation  of  thofe  by  whom  that  reli¬ 
gion  Should  be  attacked.  Great  pains  were  taken  by 
Matthew  Sutcliffe,  the  firft  provoft,  to  carry  the  Scheme 
into  execution  j  and  the  king  wrote  letters  to  the  arch- 
biShop,  and  through  him  to  the  biShops,  exhorting  them  fro 
forward  the  work.  For  the  building  of  the  college,  col¬ 
lections  were  made  in  all  the  parishes  of  England,  notwith¬ 
standing  which  monies  came  in  Slowly,  and  very  Small 
fums  were  communicated.  Objections,  'too,  were  urged 
againft  the  institution  in  general,  as  not  founded  on  any 
apparent  caufes  of  neeeffity  or  ufefulnefs.  After  Subsisting 
fome  years  in  a  feeble  and  inefficacious  Slate,  it  was  at 
length  diffolved ;  mor  can  the  dissolution  of  it  be  conft- 
dered  as  having  been  a  real  lofs  to  the  public.  The 
Scheme  was  originally  framed  on  too  narrow  a  plan,  being 
wholly  devoted  to  religious  con  trove  rfies,  and  efpecially 
the  controverts  with  the  papifts ;  for  the  difcuffio$  of 
o-  \  *  b  2  ,  which 
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which  there  was  no  occafion  for  an  extraordinary  eftablifh- 
ment.  Not  to  mention  the  two  univerfities  of  Oxford 
and  Cambridge,  divines  were  fcattered  through  the 
whole  kingdom,  who  were  amply  fufficient  for  objects  of 

this  kind.  MctoD 

The  part  which  king  James  took  with  regard  to  Conrad 

Vorftius,  a  foreign  theologian,  is  not  to  be  forgotten. 
This  divine  had  written  works  in  which  he  had  advanced 
opinions  contrary  to  the  reputedly  orthodox  tenets  of 'the 
times.  Neverthelds,  fuch  was  his  reputation  for  ability 
and  literature,  that  he  was  chofen,  in  161 1,  by  the  curators 
of  the  univerfity  of  Leyden,  to  be  their,  public  divinity- 
profeftbr,  in  the  room  of  Arminius  lately  deceafed.  It  is 
not  eafy  to  exprefs  the  indignation  with  which  the  Englilh  4 
monarch  was  fired  on  this  occafion.  All  his  theological  zeal 
was  awakened,  and  the  matter,  in  his  eldimation,  was  of 
more  importance  than  the  mod  ferious  political  concern. 
Having;  perufed  the  books  of  Vorftius,  he  was  ftruck  with 
horror,  and  prefently  difpatched  a  letter  to  fir  Ralph 
Win  wood,  his  ambafiador  refident  with  die  States,  willing 
and  requiring  him  to  let  them  underhand  “  how  infinitely 
tc  he  fhould  be  difpleafed,  if  fuch  a  monfier  as  Vorftius 
“  fliould  receive  any  advancement  in  their  churcfih”  A 
large  letter  to  the  fame  purpofe  was  written  by  the  king  to 
the  States  General  the mfe Ives. '  The  people  of  Holland 
were  far  from  being  pltafed  with  this  interference  of  a  fo¬ 
reign  prince  in  their  internal  affairs.  It  was  alleged,  in 
particular,  by  the  curators  of  the  univerfity  of’*Leyden, 
that  it  was  a  drfparagement  to  their  judgments,  if;  being 
near  at  hand,  they  could  not  as  well  examine  the  foundnefs 
of  Vorftius’s  dohlrine  as  any  diftarit  potentate .  whatever. 
To  this  it  was  added,  that  it  would  caft  an  imputation  of 
levity  and  inconftancy  on  the.  States,  folemnly  to  invite  a 
ftranger  among  them,  and  then  fo  loon  to  recede  from 
tneir  refolution;  befides  which,  an  indignity  would,  re¬ 
dound  to  the  count  of  Tecklenbourg  Ben  them,  who  had 
long  been  the  patron  of  Vorftius,  and  in  whofe  territories 
he  had.  been  lettled,  previoufiy  to  his  having  been  called  to 
Leyden.  In  confequence  of  die  perfection  raifed  againft 
2  |  him. 
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him,  Vorflius  printed  a  book  in  his  own  defence,  which  he 
entitled  “  A  chriflian  and  modefl  Anfwer,”  and  in  which 
he  pleaded,  that  “  what  lie  had  written  before,  was  but 
“  probably  propounded,  not  dogmatically  delivered.”  No¬ 
thing,  however,  could  appeafe  king  James,  who  purfued 
the  matter  with  fo  much  vehemence,  that  the  States  were 
obliged,  after  feveral  remonflrances,  to  deprive  the  pro- 
feffor  of  his  chair,  and  to  banifo  him  their  dominions. 


Before  the  termination  of  the  bufinefs,  James  had  carried 
his  opposition  fo  far  as  to  circulate  in  French  a  declaration 
againft  Vorflius ;  and  to  crown  the  whole,  the  works  of 
this  eminent  and  learned  divine  were  publicly  burnt,  by 
his  majefty’s  command,  at  St.  Paul’s  crofs  in  London,  and 
in  both  the  univerfities. 

That  higheft  degree  of  perfonal  fe verity,  which,  if  it 
had  been  in  the  king’s  power,  would  douhtlefs  have  been 
exerted  againft  Vorflius,  was  displayed, -  in  all  its  atrocity, 
towards  an  Englifh  heretic.  This  was  Bartholomew  Le¬ 
gate,  a  native  of  Efiex,  hand  Some  in  his  perfon,  and  about 
forty  years  of  age.  The  talents  of' his  mind  appear  to 
have  been  confiderable  ;  and  they  were  accompanied  with 
a  boldnefs  of  fpirit,  and  a  fluency  of  fpeech.  He  was 
excellently  lkil'fed  in  the  fcriptures,  and  his  conduCl  in 
life  was  Without  reproach.  “  The  poifon  of  heretical  doc¬ 
trine/'  fays  Fuller,  “  is  never  more  dangerous,  than  when 
ferved  up  in  clean  cups,  and’wafhed  difhes.”  Such  was 
Jame$*s  confidence  in  his  royal  eloquence  and  theological 
'  attainments,  that  he  took  upon"  himfelf  the  converfion  of 
Legate.  When,  after  frequent  interviews,  his  majelly 
failed  of  his  expectations,  he  was,  on  ‘  one  occafion,  fo 
filled  with  choler,  that  he*  fpurned  at  the  •  heretic  with  his 
foot.  From  the  king,  Legate  was  afitgried  to  the  bifhops, 
who  Were 'equally  unfuccefsful.  Dr.  John  King,  bifliop 
of  London,  was  the  principal  agent  in  the  affair ;  in  which, 
however,  he  did  not  aft  without  many  affiftants,  lawyers 
as  well  as' divines;  At  length,  when  no  argumentsordn- 
ducement§r -coUld  prevail  upon  Legate  to  recent  his  opi¬ 
nions,  the  prelate  pronounced  him  to  be  an  obflinate,  con¬ 
tumacious,  and  incorrigible  heretic,  and  configned  him  to 
^  .  b  3  the 
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the  fecular  power.  Accordingly,  he  was  burnt  at  Smith- 
field  dying  with  great  fortitude,  and  refufing  to  the  laft 
moment  the  offers  of  mercy  upon  terms  that  were  con¬ 
trary  to  the  chelates  of  his  eonfcience.  Bartholomew  Le¬ 
gate  is  ufually  ddcribed  by  our  hjftorians  as  having  been 
-  an  Arian  ;  but  this  was  not  the  cafe*  From  the  lift  of  his 
tenets  it  appears,  that  he  was  ftriftly  and  properly  a  Soci-t 
nian,  and  that  his  fenti merits  were  exaftly  the  fame  with 
thole  of  the  perfons  who,  of  late  years,  have  been  diftin- 
guiihed  by  the  appellation  of  Unitarians. 

Another  heretic,  who  was  committed  to  the  flames  a  few 
weeks  after  the  execution  of  Legate,  was  Edward  Wight- 
man,  of  Burton  upon  Trent.  Eje  was  convicted  before 
Richard  Neile,  bilhop  of  Coventry  and  Litchfield,  and 
burnt  in  the  latter  city.  He  is  faid  to  have  maintained 
v/orle  opinions  than  Legate.  Ten  Teveral  herefies  are  laid 
to  his  charge  j  namely,  thofe  of  Ebion,  Cerinthus,  Valem 
tinian,  Arius,  Macedonius,  Simon  Mas^us,  Manes,  ManL 
chseus,  Photinus,  and  of  the  Anabaptifls  !  W,re  believe 
the  only  remaining  printed  authority  for  this  accufation  is 
; taken  from  the  warrant  for  his  burning;  a  document 
which  will  icarcely  be  deemed  to  hold  the  firft  rank  in 
point  of  hiftorieal  evidence.  It  is  probable  that  W  ight- 
.  man  was  only  an  Unitarian  Rapt  fit. 

There  yeas  yet  a  third  ;  heretic,  who  was  condemned  to 
be  burnt,  but  who  was  permitted  to,  linger  out  his  life  in 
Newgate,  where  he  died.  He  is  faid  to  Rave  been  a  Spa- 
nilh  Arian.  Tjie  humanity  of  the  people  began  to  revojt 
at  repeated  executions  for  fuppofed  errors  in  religious 
Opinion;  ft)  that  the  governing  powers  were  deterred,  in 
the  cafe  of  the  Spaniard,  from  proceeding  %9  the  laft  ex¬ 
tremity. 

It  is  unpleafant  to  relate  faffs  fo  difgraceful  to  our  coun- 
.  try.  But  it  is  neceffary  to  mention  them,  as  they ^ftrongly 
mark  the  fpiric  or  the  times,  and  decidedly  prove  that  the 
theological  knowledge  which  prevailed  had  little  contri¬ 
buted  to  the  enlargement  of  the  underftandipg,  and  the 
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reification  of  the  mind.  This  reproach,  however,  is  not 
peculiar  to  Great  Britain.  The  lame  narrownefs  of  fenti- 
rnent  fubfifted  in  other  parts  even  of  proteflant  Europe. 
Though  the  reformation  from  popery  had  begun  nearly 'a 
hundred  years  before,  ftiil  the  great  principle  on  which 
alone  it  could  rationally  be  founded,  and  fecurely  reft,  the 
right  of  private  judgment,  was  fienderly  diffufed,  and  fre¬ 
quently  violated.  The  only  apparent  exception  was  found 
in  the  United  Provinces,  where  the  nece  fifty  of  union,  .in 
oppofition  to  the  Spanifh  government,  and  the  encourage¬ 
ment  of  commerce,  required  and  produced  a  con  fide  rablc 
degree  of  toleration.  Neverthelefs,  even  in  t.hefe  pro¬ 
vinces  an  ample  portion  of  bigotry  exifted,  as  will  be  evL 
.  dent  from  the  a£ts  of  the  fynod  of  Dort. 

To  mention  particularly  this  fynod  may  feem  to  be  a 
departure  from  our  plan,  which  confines  us  to  the  hiftory 
of  knowledge  in  our  own  country.  But  to  advert  to  this 
ecclefiaftical  afternbly,  will  be  no  deviation  from  the  objetft 
which  we  have  exprefid y  in  view.  The  proceedings  of  the 
fynod  °f  Dort  are  connected  with  the  ftate  of  theology  in 
England.  Nothing  could  be  more  interefting  to  a  man 
of  king  James’s  chara filer  than  the  bufinefs  for  which 
the  lynod  was  convened,  which  was  authoritatively  tp 
fettle  the  doftrines  difputed  between  the  CalVinifts  and 
the  Arminians.  Upon  this  occafion  four  eminent  di¬ 
vines  were  lent  to  reprdent  the  Englifti  church.  Thefe 
were  ,  Dr.  George  Carleton,  at  that  time  bifhop  of 
LandafF,  and  afterwards  l  bifhop  of  Chichefter ;  Dr.  Jofeph 
Hall,  dean  of  Worcefler,  and  afterwards  bifhop  of  Exeter 
and  Norwich,;  Dr.  John  Davenant,  Margaret  profdlor, 
and. matter  of  Queen’s  college  in  Cambridge,  afterwards 
Biftiop  of  Salisbury  ;  and  Dr.  Samuel  W ard,  mafter  of 
Sidney  college,  Cambridge,  and  archdeacon  of  Taunton. 
Dr.  Hall,  not  finding  the  Low  Countries  to  agree  with  his 
health,  entreated  leave  to  return  to  England,  which  v/as 
permitted  him,  and  Dr.  Thomas  Goad,  chaplain  to  the 
archbifhop  of  Canterbury,  was  fubftituted  in  his  Head.  A 
divine  like  wife  was  added  to  the  four  Englifh  colleagues, 
the  name  of  the  church  of  Scotland.  This  was  Walter 
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Balcanquall,  bachelor  of  divinity,  a  native  of  that  country, 
but  who  had  received  his  education,  degrees,  and  prefer-  „ 
ments  in  England,  The  celebrated  John  Hales,  of  Eton, 
was  alfo  prefent  at  the  aflembly,  in  quality  of  chaplain  to 
fir  Dudley  Carleton,  the  Engljfh  ambaffador  at  the  Hague. 
Upon  the  impartial  and  open  mind  of  Elales  the  debates 
of  the  fynod  produced  a  revolution  of  lend  men  t.  He 

\yas  converted  by  a  fpeech  of  Epilcopius,  and  from  that 
moment,  as  he  hi'mfe If  informs  us,  he  bad  good  night  to 
John  Calvin.  Inftruftions  were  given  by  the  king  to  the 
four  reprefentatives  of  the  church  of  England,  for  the  re¬ 
gulation  of  their  proceedings.  The  firft  and  the  laft  of 
them  were  very  judicious.  By  the  firft  they  were  com¬ 
manded  to  inure  themfelves,  upon  all  occalions,  to  the 
practice  of  the  Latin  tongue ;  that,  when  there  was  caufe, 
they  might  deliver  their  minds  with  the  greater  readinefs 
and  facility,  By  the  lad,  they  were  enjoined  to  conduct 
themfelves  with  that  advice,  moderation  and  difcretion, 
which  were  fuited  to  perfons  of  their  quality  and  gravity. 
Two  of  the  rules,  which  required  them  to  be  unanimous 
in.  their  determinations  upon  every  queftion,  and  which 
bound  them  not  only  to  a  concurrence  with  the  fcriptures, 
but  with  the  doftrine  of  the  church  of  England,  certainly 
did  not  leave  them  to  the  free  operation  of  their  own 
underftandings.  The  inftructions  were,  however,  on  the 
whole,  drawn  up  in  the  language  of  moderation,  compared 
with  .that  narrow  and  rigid* attachment  to  Calvinifm  which 
had, appeared  in  many  former  controverlies  and  ecclefiaftical 
proceedings.  In  the  fynod  of  Dort,  the  final  refult  of  the 
debates  was  the  eftabliftiment  of  the  Calviniftical  tenets, 
while  the  remonftrants  were  left  in  a  flate  of  difeourage- 
rnent  and  perfecution.  Neverthelefs,  this  did  not  hinder 
the  djffufion  of  the  Arminian  principles,  which  were  gra¬ 
dually  diffe ruinated,  and,  in  a  courfe  of  time,  were  adopted 
by  eminent  clergymen,  by  illuftrious  laymen,  and  by  a 
large  body  of  people,  in. various  countries  of  Europe.  * 

_  From  this  period  may  principally  be  dated  the  begin¬ 
ning  of  a  great  revolution  in  the  religious  lend  ments  of  the 
divines  of  the  church  of  England.  The  difcuffions  of  Ae 
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fynod  of  Dort,  and  the  vaft  number  of  publications  that 
followed  the  meeting  of  that  afifembly,  opened  the  way  for 
the  more  ftrift  enquiry  into  the  truth  of  the  feveral  points 
in  debate.  Among  the  defenders  of  Arminianifm  exifted 
able  and  learned  men,  who  excelled  in  a  rational  and  criti¬ 
cal  explanation  of  the  lcriptures,  and  who  appeared  with 
eminent  advantage  in  the  controverfy.  By  fuch  advocates 
many  converts  were  made,  and  of  thefe  converts  England 
was  not  deftitute.  Their  number  at  firft  was  fmallj  but  it 
daily  incr-eafed ;  and,  particularly,  we  believe,  in  the  uni¬ 
versity  of  Oxford.  Still,  however,  Arminianifm  was  re¬ 
jected  by  tile  great  body  of  the  people,  both  clergy  and 
laity ;  and  in  England  an  odium  was  attached  to  it  which 
did  not  take  place  in  other  countries,  and  which  did  not 
belong  to  it  in  its  own  nature.  This  is  fo  curious  a  cir- 
cumftance  in  the  hiftory  of  the  human  mind,  and  is  fo  inti¬ 
mately  GonnecSted  with  our  main  fubject,  that  it  merits  a 
diftinht  explication. 

It  is  obfervable,  that  the  patriots  who  diftinguifhed 
themfeives  in  the  parliaments  which  fat  in  the  latter  end  of 
king  James  the  firft’s  reign,  and  the  beginning  of  Charles 
the  firft’s,  frequently  in  their  fpeeches  join  popery  and  Ar- 
■minianifm  together,  as  having  a  ^connection  with  each 
other,  and  as  maintaining  principles  which  were  hoftile  to 
the  liberties  of  the  nation.  In  a  proteftation  which  was 
made  in  the  houfe  of  commons,  on  the  fecond  of  March, 
1628-29,  and  which  was  the  re  fill  t  of  a  fpirit  that  had 
been  operating  for  fome  years  back,  one  article  was  as 
follows  “  That  whofoever  fhalh  bring  in  innovation  in 
<c  religion,  or  by  favour  feek  to  extend  or  introduce  popery 
(C  or  Arminianifm ,  or  other  opinions,  difagfeeing  from  the 
<c  truth,  or  orthodox  church,  fhould  be  reputed  a  capital 

enemy  to  this  kingdom  and  common-wealth/'  To  any 
man  who  is  not  accurately  acquainted  with  the  hiftory  of 
thefe  times,  it  may  appear  ftrange  that  Arminianifm  fhould 
thus  obnoxioufly  be  joined  with  popery  :  but  a  due  atten¬ 
tion  to  that  hiftory  will  explain  the  fa£t.  The  puritan 
minifters  were  almoft  universally  very  zealous  Calvinifts. 
Having  been  much  perfecuted,  and  deprived  of  the  liberty 
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of  preaching*  they  were  obliged  to  betake  themfelves  m 
different  employments,  or  to  leek  for  fhfclter  in  the  houfes 
of  pious  and  beneficent  pencils,  who  approved  of  their 
principles*  or  efteemed  their  charade  rs,  Many  of  them 
were  taken  by  the  nobility  and  gentry  into  their  families* 
with  the  purpofe  of  educating  their  children.  To  this 
they  were  induced  not  only  by  the  learning  of  the  puritan 
m  in  liters,  in  which  they  fiiared  with  the  reft  of  the  clergy, 
but  by  their  feverity  of  manners.  The  puritan  minifters, 
having  gotten  fo  important  a  bufiaefs  into  their  hands, 
would  not,  we  may  be  adored,  negled  the  opportunity  of 
infpiring  their  pupils  with  their  own  views  of  things ;  and 
this  they  did  with  regard  to  theological  as  well  as  political 
fubjects.  They  were  especially  careful  to  lead  the  young 
men  under  their  tuition  into  a  great  averfion  to  Annjnianifm, 
There  were  two  circurnftances  which*  at  that  period,  con¬ 
tributed  to  render  Arrninkmfm  peculiarly  hateful.  .  One 
of  thde  was,  its  imagined  conformity  to  popery  in  the  ar¬ 
ticle  of  j unification.  It  is  nor,  indeed,  true  that  the  Ar- 
xninians,  as  inch,  could  reafonably  be  confide  red  as  enter¬ 
taining  any  opinions  which  favoured  the  abfurd  dodrines 
of  the  papifts  concerning  merit,  and  works  of  fuperem- 
gation.  It  was,  however,  then  generally  believed  that  they 
did ;  and  popery,  with  the  greateft  reafon,  was  looked 
upon  in  fo  dangerous  a  light,  that  it  is  not  furprifing  that 
every  thing  which  was  thought  to  come  near  k  excited  a 
fimiiar  alarm  and  averfion. 

Another  circumftance,  which  contributed  ft  ill  more  to  a 
difiike  of  Arminianifrn,  was  the  real  character  of  moft  of 
the  Arminian  clergy,  and  efpe dally  the  dignified  part  of 
them,  during  the  reigns  of  king  James  and  king  Charles 
the  fir  ft.  '1  he  Arminian  clergy  of  that  time  were,  in  fad, 
the  clergy  who  approached  the  neareft  to  the  church  of 
Rome,  in  their  fondnefs  for  ecckftafika]  power,  often- 
tatious  ceremonies,  and  other  things  which  wore  a  popilh 
afped.  They  were  the  men  who  appeared  the  moft  de- 
firous  cf  accomplishing  feme  kind  of  union,  with  that 
church.  Befides  this,  they  were,  the  great  allprters  of  regal 
prerogative.  Several  of  them  went  eyen  fo  far  as  to  af- 
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cribe  to  thejprince  an  abfolute  uncontrollable  authority; 
an  authority  by  divine  right,  which  fe.t  him  above  all  par¬ 
liaments,  and  all  law.  This  was  the  calfe  with  Laud  and 
others.  The  Arminian  clergy,  therefore,  being  actually  of 
this  damp,  jealoufy  and  diflike  were  naturally  conceived 
with  refpeCt  to  their  theological  principles ;  though 
fheir  theological  principles,  fo  far  as  related  to  the  par¬ 
ticular  doctrinal  tenets  of  Arminius  or  Epifcopius,  had 
no  real  tendency  to  promote  popery  and  arbitrary  power. 
There,  are  feme  authors,  indeed,  who  appear  to  be  of  a 
different  opinion  ;  but  without  good  realon.  The  fen- 
timents  vrliich  a  perfon  may  entertain  concerning  elec¬ 
tion,  grace,  univerfal  redemption,  perfeverance,  and  mat¬ 
ters  of  a  firnilar  nature,  whether  on  the  Calviniftical  or 
/  Arminian  fide  of  the  queftion,  cannot,  of  themfelves,;  be 
confidered  as  favourable  either  to  ecclefiaftical  or  to -civil 
tyranny.  The  connexion  which,  at  the  period  we  tire 
(peaking  of,  and  in  this  kingdom,  fubfided  between  Af- 
niinianiim  and  arbitrary  principles  in  church  and  date,  was 
owing  to  peculiar  circumdances.  It  arofe  partly  from 
Laud  and  his  friends  happening  to  be  Arminians,  whilfl, 
m  other  refpeCts,  they  were  abetters  of  the  abfolute  power 
of  the  prince  ;  and  partly  from  the  critical  fituation  of 
the  Arminian  clergy.  Thefe  clergy  were  fuppofed  to  have 
the  eilabliflied  articles  of  the  church  of  England  againft 
them,  and  it  is  certain  that  the  dream  of  the  people  did 
not  run  in  their  favour.  They  betook  themfelves  there¬ 
fore  to  the  protection  of  the  fovereign ;  and,  in  order  the 
more  fully  to  obtain  that  protection,  zealoully  fell  in  with 
$11  his  prejudices ;  which  was  the  eaher  to  them,  in  confe- 
quence  of  having  been  themfelves  educated  in  narrow 
views  both  of  religious  and  civil  polity:  They  had  reafon, 
like  wife,  to  apprehend,  from  the  averfion  which  the  patriots 
had  conceived  againft  tliem,  that  they  would  be  brought 
into  a  date  of  perfection,  if  the  oppodtion  to  the  crown 
fhould  prevail ;  and  this'  apprehenfion  would  almoft  una¬ 
voidably  throw  them  did  farther  on  the  other  fide. 

The  fituation  of  things  in.thegt  Jnited  Provinces  was 
direCtly  the  reverfe.  There  the  Arminians  were  the  pa¬ 
triots. 
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triots,  and  oppofed  the  arbitrary  defigns  of  the  houfe.  of 
Orange  ;  while  the  Calvinifts  were  zealoufly  devoted  to 
the  princes  of  that  family,  and  too  much  favoured  them 
even  in  their  unjuftihable  purpofes.  The  remonftrants, 
Rarnevelt  and  Grotius,  were  ardently  attached  to  the  liber¬ 
ties  of  their  country,  and  eminently  buffered  in  the  caufe ; 
the  iirft  unto  death.  This  happened  at  the  very  period 
in  which  the  Arminians  in  England  began  to  be  pecu¬ 
liarly  obnoxious  to  their  countrymen,  oh  account  of  their 
attachment  to  regal  prerogative  and  prieftly  dominion  ; 
and  it  is  a  decifive  proof  that  Arminianifm  has  no  ne- 
ceffary  or  natural  connexion  with  tyranny  or  with  popery. 
It  cannot  be  doubted  that  there  were  feveral  of  the  Armi- 
nian  clergy  of  this  nation  who  were  far  from  entertaining 
principles  which  were  hoftile  to  the  privileges  of  their  fel¬ 
low  fubjects.  Mr.  John  Hales  of  Eton,  and  afterwards 
Dr.  Jeremy  Taylor,  had  fuch  enlarged  fentiments  with  re¬ 
gard  to  religious  liberty,  that  we  cannot  eafily  fuppofe 
them  to  have  been  hoftile  to  civil  freedom.  It  is  a  fact 
worthy  of  particular  notice,  that,  during  the  civil  wars, 
Mr.  John  Goodwin,  who  was  a  bigoted  Arminian,  was,  at 
the  fame  time,  a  moft  zealous  republican,  and  wrote  a 
treatife  in  vindication  of  the  beheading  of  king;  Charles  the 
firff.  '  .  - 

Were  it  neceffary,  much  farther  evidence  might  be  ac¬ 
cumulated  upon  the  fubjed.  But  it  is  fuflicient  to  appeal 
to  our  own  times,  as  an  undeniable  demonftration  that  there 
is  nothing  in  Arminianifm  which  leads  a  perfon  to  be  a 
favourer  either  of  popery  or  of  abfolute  monarchy.  The 
accidental  connexion  between  thefe  things,  which  took 
place  in  the  reigns  of  king  James  and  king  Charles  the 
firff,  has  long  been  broken.  We  cannot  but  be  fenfible, 
that,  whether  a  man  be  a  Calviniff  or  an  Arminian,  it  is 
of  no  importance  to  his  political  fentiments.  It  is  a  plain 
fact,  that  Arminians,  in  perfed  confiftence  with  their  pe¬ 
culiar  theological  opinions,  not  only  may  be,  but  adiially 
are,  as  averfe  to  the  Roman  catholic  religion,  and  to  arbi¬ 
trary  power,  as  any  perfons-  whatfoever. 

"  :  The  laff  public  queftion  of  a  theological  nature  that  was 
C"  agitated 
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agitated  during  James  the  firft’s  reign,  was  concerning  the 
toleration  of  the  papifts.  That  they  fhould  be  tolerated 
was  propounded  by  the  king,  and  zealoufty  oppofed  by 
Abbot,  archbilhop  of  Canterbury.  Arguments  were  drawn 
up  on  both  fides,  and  the  point  was  warmly  difeuffed. 
The  fcheme,  however,  was  foon  laid  afide  ;  for  it  originated 
with  the  Spanifn  match,  and  with  the  failure  of  that  match 
it  was  finally  frustrated  and  defeated. 

In  looking  back  upon  the  ftate  of  theological  knowledge 
and  learning  in  this  reign,  we  cannot  give  it  a  very  high 
encomium  ;  nor,  indeed,  does  its  luftre  feem,  on  the  whole, 
to  have  been  equal  to  that  of  Elizabeth’s  period.  It  is 
not,  however,  meant  to  infmuate,  that  there  was  a  defi¬ 
ciency  of  literature.  An  extenfive  acquaintance  prevailed 
with  the  Hebrew,  Greek,  and  Latin  tongues;  the  fathers 
and  the  fchool men  were  much  read;  and  the  fubjedts  in 
controverfy  with  the  papifts  and  the  puritans  employed 
many  a  pen.  Divines,  therefore,  there  were,  who,  were 
not  a  little  celebrated  in  their  day ;  but  whofe  names  are 
now  deemed  of  little  confequence,  and  whofe  works  are 
ftill  more  forgotten  than  their  names.  The  figure  that 
was  made  by  the  archbifhops  Bancroft  and  Abbot  did  not 
arife  from  their  lcholarfhip,  which  was  not  fupereminent, 
but  from  their  concern  in  public  tranfadtions.  Thefe  two 
prelates  were  very  different  in  their  characters.  Bancroft, 
with  ftrong  ^nd  adtive  talents,  was  haughty  in  his  temper, 
devoted  to  prerogative,  and  perfecuting  in  his  principles 
and  his  conduct.  Abbot,  on  the  contrary,  was  indulgent 
to  the  puritans,  and  a  friend  to  the  liberties  of  the  fubjedt. 
In  his  doctrinal  fentiments,  he  adhered  to  Calvinifm,  with 
fome  degree  of  narrownefs ;  and  the  diftike  he  conceived 
to  Grotius  does  not  reflect  much  credit  on  the  penetration 
.of  his  mind.  Bifhop  Andrews,  who  was  poffeffed  of  great 
general  learning,  has  been  juftiy  blamed  for  the  wrong 
tafte  which  he  introduced  into  the  eloquence,  of  the  pulpit. 
There  are,  however,  proofs  in  his  works,  that  he  could 
occafiofially  rife  above  quaintneffes  and  falfe  wit,  and  ex- 
prefs  himfelf  with  a  manly  fimplicity  and  energy  of  lan¬ 
guage,  John  Davenanc,  who  had  been  lady  Margaret’s 

profeffor 
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profeftbr  of  divinity  at  Cambridge,  obtained  confiderable 
reputation,  efpe daily  abroad,  by  the  publication  of  the 
leCtures  which  had  been  delivered  by  him  during  hi& 
profefibrfhip.  George  Carle  ton  was  ditlinguifhed  not  only 
by  his  literature,  but  by  his  fuperioricy  to  fome  of  the 
prejudices  of  the  age  in  which  he  lived.  He  had  the  good 
fenfe  to  write  a  book  againft  judicial  aftrology.  His 
knowledge  was  various  j  and  it  has  been  fuggefted,  that 
perhaps  he  publifhed  upon  more  fubjeds  than  any  clergy¬ 
man  of  hii  'time.  The  ingenious  and  excellent  Dr.  Jofeph 
Flail  appertains,  as  a  divine,  to  the  next  reign ;  and  to  the 
fame  reign  we  refer  John  Hales  of  Eton,  as  his  fmali 
but  mod  valuable  prOduCliOns  did  not  appear  in  the  pe¬ 
riod’ to  which  we  are  particularly  confined.  The  famous 
IfaaCvCafaubbh5  who  fettled,  was  preferred,  and  died  in 
England,  Will  more  properly  be  noticed  under  the  depart¬ 
ment  of  Clafilcal,  critical,  and  philological  learning.  Dr. 
J6hn~  Donfte,  though  principally  known  as  a  poet,  is  not 
withbuFfomf  title  to  remembrance  on  account  of  his  theo¬ 
logical  tings'.  His  prole  works  difplay  the  ftrength  of 
hh  'mind  ;  and,  in  one  of  his  youthful  performances,  he  ; 
extended  his  Ipeculations  to  a  great  freedom  of  fentiment. 
Hugh  Broughton  might  have  been  mentioned  in  the  Taft 
reign,  though  he  continued  his  literary  labours  in  the  dime 
of  Icing  James'  the  firit.  •  He  was  probably  tbf  profoundeft 
fcholar  of  his  age  in  Oriental  literature.  HE  productions  - 
might  to  this  day  have  been  perilled  with  advantage,  had 
they  been  accompanied  with  a  greater  degree  of  tafte  and 
judgment.  Redding  much  abroad,  and,  at  the  fame  time, 
poiTeffing  a  remarkable  eccentricity  of  temper,-  he  never 
rOfe  to  any  conf  derable  preferment.  But  the  divine,  who, 
in  this  period,  truly  frione  above  all  his  contemporaries, 
was  Jofeph  Mede.  The  extent  and  depth  of  his  learning 
were  united  with  a  foundnds  or  judgment  and  liberality  of 
mind  in  which  few  could  compare  with  him.  His  works 
are  frill  read,  and  will  continue  to  be  read,  by  thofe  perfons 
who  are  defirous  of  increafing  their  ftore  of  ufeful  litera¬ 
ture  in  general^  and  of  fcriptural  knowledge  in  parti¬ 
cular.  '  ■  <  -  ... 
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Atftong  the  puritan  divines  of  the  time,  the  firft  place 
feems  to  be  due  to  Dr.  John  Reynolds,  king’s  profefiar 
of  divinity  tit  Oxford,  who  took  the  lead  on  the  Noncon- 
formiFs  fide  of  the  queffion,  in  the  conference  at  Hampton 
Court.  There  is  an  univerfal  concurrence  of  teftimony 
to  his  abilities,  learning,  and  chara&er.  What  farther  re¬ 
commended  him  was  the  moderation  of  his  temper* 
Though  diiTadshed  with  the  ceremonies  of  the  church,  he 
did  not  encourage  a  violent  oppofition  to  them  i  and  he 
complied  in  many  things  for  the  fake  of  peace*  Such 
was  the  attachment  of  Dr.  William  Ames  to  the  purl* 
tanical  principles,  that  he  quitted  his  native  land,  and  fet¬ 
tled  in  the  Low  Countries ;  where  he  flouriihed  many 
years  as  profeffor  of  divinity  in  the  univerfity  of  Franeker. 
In  this  capacity  he  published  a  number  of  works  that  were 
far  better  known  and  celebrated  abroad  than  they  ever  were 
in  England.  Henry  AiniWorth,  a  Brewmft,  and  very  eager 
in.  the  contentions  of  his  party,  diftinguifhed  bimielf  in  a 
much  more  honourable  mariner  by  his  acquaintance  with 
Oriental  literature.  His  commentaries  on  the  five  books 
of  Moles,  and  on  the  Pialms,  are  Fill  held,  in  reputation 
for  the  critical  knowledge  with  which  they  abound.  Ainf- 
worth,  as  well  as  Dr.  Ames,  fixed  upon  the  Low  Countries 
as  the  place  of  his  re  fide  nee,  and  was  pallor  of  a  congre¬ 
gation  at  ArnFerdam,  The  toleration  allowed  in  thefo 
countries  drew  thither,  like wife,  Mr.  John  Robinfon,  whofe 
name  is  entitled  to  remembrance  as  having  been  the  father 
of  the  Independants,  a  iect  which  fob  lifts  in  great  Frength 
and  numbers',  to  the  p relent  .day,  and  tjie  tranfa-flions  of 
which,  .during  the  courfe  of-  the  civil  war,  became  of 
eminent  importance  both  in  the  political  and  ecclefiaFical 
hiftory  .of  Britain,  i  Another  eminent  divine  among  the 
puritans,  and  in  the  theological  world  in  general,  was  Mr. 
Thomas  iBrightman,  who  wrote,  a  commentary  on  the 
book  of  .Revelation  j  that;  bp^krwhich  hath  afforded  fiich 
abundant  fcope  for  elaborate  enquiry,  critical  refearejies, 
and  doubtful  conjefture o'  .Brightman’a  work  h$s  not  been 
forgotten  by- the  ipeeulatifts  off  the;  prefent  day*  :  Mr.  Ro¬ 
bert  Bolton  exerted  his  talents  in  practical  compofitiqn,; 
A.-  ?  and 
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and  his  devout  and  energetic  writings  are  ftill  read  by  thofe 
who  accord  with  the  author  in  dodtrinal  fentiments. 

Dr.  James  Ulher,  the  eminently  learned  metropolitan 
of  Ireland;  Luke  Wadding,  the  famous  Roman  catholic 
divine  of  the  fame  country  ;  and  the  Forbefes  of  Scot¬ 
land,  will  demand  our  attention  when  we  come  to  the  fuc- 
ceeding  period. 

With  regard  to  preaching,  a  very  falfe  tafte  generally 
prevailed  in  the  reign  of  king  James  the  firft.  Many 
Latin  quotations,  numerous  divifions,  and  a  great  degree 
of  quaintnefs,  both  in  fentiment  and  expreflion,  deformed 
the  eloquence  of  the  pulpit.  There  were  few  exceptions 
to  this  character.  Biihop  Andrews  we  have  already  men¬ 
tioned.  Another  prelate,  Dr.  Babington,  is  laid  to  have 
been  happy  in  raifing  the  attention  and  affections  of  his 
audience,  which  he  would  keep  up  till  the  end  of  his  fer- 
mon.  There  was  a  young  man  among  the  puritans,  a 
Mr.  Ward,  of  Ipfwich,  and  who  died  at  the  age  of  twenty- 
eight  years,  that  difpiayed  uncommon  genius  as  a  preacher. 
In  his  difeourfes  are  many  bold  metaphors,  ftrong  and 
lively  figures,  and  fine  ftrokes  of  Chriflian  oratory,  which 
prove  the  eminence  to  which  he  would  have  arifen,  had  he 
lived  in  a  mere  judicious  period.  The  time  in  which 
Englifh  fermons  attained  to  that  fimple,  elegant,  rational, 
and  manly  mode  of  conipofition,  of  which  we  have  now 
fuch  a  number  of  beautiful  examples,  was  ftill  at  a  very 
eonfiderable  diftance  *. 

*  Fuller,  Neal,  Hume,  Newcome,  Athenas  Oxonienfes,  Biographia 
Britannica,  New  Hiitorlcal  Dictionary,  See. 
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IN  the  commotions  of  empires,  as 
in  the  great  convulfions  of  na¬ 
ture,  the  fatal  effe&s  are  feldom 
confined  to  the  fource  of  the  cala¬ 
mity  ;  the  adjacent  territories  be¬ 
come  gradually  involved  in  the  vor¬ 
tex  of  deftrucb’on,  and  the  moil 
dillant  regions  where  the  evil  ope¬ 
rates,  are  lometimes  not  lefs  fe- 
rioufly  affedted  than  thofe  which  are 
more  centrically  fitirted.  It  was 
not  difficult  to  forefee,  that  the 
French  revolution,  fo  novel  in  its 
principles,  fo  ftupendous  in  its  ope¬ 
ration,  oppofed  by  power  and  (up- 
ported  by  violence,  muft  produce 
confequences  of  the  ntmoft  import¬ 
ance  to  the  -ft ate  of  Europe  in  ge¬ 
neral  ;  and  whoever  confidered  at¬ 
tentively  the  date  of  parties  in  this 
Country,  could  not  want  any  thing 
to  convince  him,  that  England  was 
Ibortly  to  become  A  principal  in  this 
chfaft.ro us  conteih  This  was  indeed 


the  crifis  which  we  have  long  anti¬ 
cipated,  and  have  never  ceajed  to 
deprecate,  * 

The  Britifb  nation*  towards  the 
clofe  of  the  year  1792,  might  be 
confidered  as  divided  into  three 
great  political  parties  :  the  tories* 
or  devot'  d  advocates  for  the  royal 
prerogative  5  the  whigs,  or  conftitu- 
tional  after  tors  of  the  rights  of  the 
people  ;  and  the  republicans.  The 
fir  ft  were  perhaps  the  inoft  nume¬ 
rous,  the  latter  the  meft  a  (dive  par¬ 
ty.  •  From  the  firft  dawn  of  the 
French  revolution  it  was  decried  by 
the  tories  ;  but  their  difapprobation,  ' 
which  was  originally  manifefted  by 
fallen  doubts,  by  equivocal  obfervs- 
tions,  and  by  attempts  to  palliate 
or  exeuie  the  errors  of  .  the  old 
government,  was  tempered  in  fqme 
meafure  by  a  principle  of  revenge  : 
they  confidered  the  French  court  as 
the  authors  of  the  American  revo- 
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lutlon,  arid  could  not  but  fecredy 
rejoice,  that  it  lhould  itfelf  experi¬ 
ence  the  humiliating  efftfts  of  prin¬ 
ciples  which  it  had  promoted  and 
encouraged.  The  whig's,  on  the 
contrary,  lincerely  and  openly  re¬ 
joiced  in  the  emancipation  of  a 
great  people  ;  and  they  faw  with 
increafmg  fatisfaction,  the  Britiih 
con-ftitution  the  avowed  model  on 
which  the  firft  alTembly  of  France 
profefled  to  eftablifh  t.hefr  new  form 
of  government :  in  this  fentiment 
they  were  joined  by  the  republi¬ 
cans,  But  with  this  difference,  that 
tfs  the  former  regarded  with  appre- 
henhon  and  regret  every  inflance  of 
excefs  and  intemperance  into  which 
the  Gallic  patriots  were  betrayed  ; 
the  latter  contemplated  them  with 
increasing  pleafure,  as  fo  many  ad¬ 
vances  towards  that  conftitution  of 
government  which  alone  they  con¬ 
sidered  as  perfection. 

Mr.  Burke  (whofe  hoftility  to 
the  revolution! lls  of  France  has. 
been  attributed  to  fome  farcafins  on 
his  oratory,  in  which  the  wits  of 
the  conftituent  alTembly  with  more- 
pleafantry  than  prudence1  had  in¬ 
dulged)  took  an  early  opportunity 
of  reading  a  public  recantation  of 
his  political  errors,  by  impugning 
with  unexampled  vehemence,  not  a 
few,  but  all  the  meafures  of  the 
national  alTembly.  The  approba¬ 
tion  of  the  mini  Her  and  his  intimate 
adherents  was  $t  firft  coldly  and 
cautioufiy  bellowed  on  the  decla¬ 
mations  of  Mr.  Burke ;  but  as  the 
crifis  approached,  when  the  public 
mind  was  better  prepared  for  the 
declaration  of  their  fentiments, 
they  were  more  open  and  unequi¬ 
vocal  in  their  encouragement  of  the 
anti-gallican  orator. 

In  our  review  of  domeftic  litera¬ 
ture,  the  fluctuations  of  public  opi 
nion  concerning  the  revolution  of 
France  have  been  occafionally  re¬ 


marked.  In  tbe  latter  end  of  7  79®V 
Mr.  Burke  publifhed  his  elaborate  at¬ 
tack  gpon  that  tranfadlion  ;  and 
his  work  gave  rife  to  feveral  very 
able  artfwers  from  literary  perfons 
of  the  firft  reputation.  Among 
the  1110ft  noted  of  the  replies  were 
thofe  by  Mr.  Chriftie  and  Mr. 
Mackintofh.  The  former  of  thefe 
gentlemen  gave  an  accurate  and 
laboured  collection  of  facts  ;  the 
latter,  a  defence  founded  on  all  the 
great  abftracl  principles  of  govern¬ 
ment,  in  brilliancy  of  ftyle  not 
inferior  to  the  production  of  his 
great  antagonill,  and  in  correct 
rrefs  fuperior  to  it.  None  of  the 
replies  to  Mr.  Burke,  however, 
were  expected  with  more  ca« 
gernefs,  or  read  with  more  avi¬ 
dity,  .than  that#  of  Mr.  Thomas 
Paine,  the  author  of  tbe  celebrat¬ 
ed  pamphlet  entitled  “  Common 
Senfe/’  which  was  publilhed  in 
America  previous  to  tbe  declara¬ 
tion  of  independence,  and  which 
is  generally  fuppofed  to  have  greatly 
affifled  in  the  promotion  of  that 
meafure.  Though  diftinguilhed 
neither  for  profundity  of  refearch* 
nor  for  elegance  of  diction,  Mr. 
Paine  poHcHes  the  peculiar  art  of 
addreffing  the  people  in  a  plain, 
forcible,  and  interefting  manner.— 
As  he  had  the  advantage  of  being  a 
fpectator  of  many  of  the  tranfac- 
tions  he  had  undertaken  to  defend, 
his  fadts  were  in  general  more  cor¬ 
rectly  ftated  than  thofe  of  his  op¬ 
ponent  ;  and  his  work,  which  was 
entitled  “  The  Rights  of  Man,** 
was  generally  regarded  as  a  com¬ 
plete  anlwer  to  Mr.  Burke  ;  and  as 
the  firft  part  was  written  with  rather 
moremodefty  than  the  fecond,  it  was 
read  and  approved  by  many  whofe 
fentiments  in  general  were  by  no 
means  favourable  to  republicanifm. 
The  iuccels  of  Mr.  Paine’s  firft 
part  of  the  Rights  of  Man  encou- 
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raged  him  fliortly  after  to  produce 
a  fecond  ;  but  this,  inftead  of  a 
defence  of  the  French  revolution, 
proved  to  be  no  other  than  a  viru¬ 
lent  and  abufive  attack  upon  the 
Britifh  government. —  It  was  an- 
fwered  by  feveral  intelligent  and 
judicious  writers,  and  Mr.  Plowden 
in  particular,  and  others  of  the 
whig  party,  expofedand  reprobated 
its  fallacy.  It  may  be  doubted 
whether  the  meafures  of  govern¬ 
ment,  relative  to  its  fuppreftion, 
were  the  wife  It  that  could  be  adopt¬ 
ed.  To  have  commenced  an  im¬ 
mediate  profecution  againft  the 
author  and  publisher,  appeared  both 
the  fimplelt  and  molt  effedlual 
mode  of  proceeding;  whereas,  by 
iffuing  a  royal  proclamation,  evi¬ 
dently  pointed  agairdt  the  Rights 
of  Man,  and  which  was  ludicroufly 
termed  “  An  Advertifement  by 
Authority  it  may  well  be  ques¬ 
tioned,  whether  the  circulation  of 
the  pamphlet  was  not  in  reality 
promoted. 

The  proceedings  of  the  French 
{till  continued  to  attradl  confidera- 
ble  attention  in  Great  Britain. — 
The  fatal  tranfadlion  of  the  loth 
of  Auguft  in  particular,  affedled  in 
a  very  different  manner  the  different 
parties  Into  which  the  nation  was 
divided.  The  tories  heard  it  with 
exultation.  They  regarded  it  as 
the  accornplifhment  of  their  pre¬ 
dictions  concerning  the  new  confu¬ 
tation  ;  they  did  not  fern  pie  to 
affert,  that  fuch  muff  be  the  fate  of 
every-  attempt  to  reform  an  ef- 
tablilhed  government,  undertaken 
upon  popular  principles  ;  and  they 
did  not  hefitate  to  attribute  the 
bafeft  views,  and  the  molt  pernicious 
intentions,  to  all  the  friends  of 
liberty  both  in  England  and  in 
France.  By  a  lingular  affociation, 
the  joy  of  the  republicans  was  not 
kfs  excited  oil  this  occafion  than 


that  of  the  tories  ;  and  thefe  oppo- 
fite  factions  for  once  experienced  a 
uniformity  of  fentiment,  though 
upon  very  different,  principles.  The 
latter  could  not  fail  to  rejoice  in 
the  downfal  of  any  monarchy,  how¬ 
ever  free  and  lax  its  conftitution. 
— The  event  was  coniidered  as  a 
decilive  proof,  that  monarchy  is 
inconfiftent  with  freedom  in  any 
form.  The  eretffion  of  fo  vail  a 
country  as  France  into  a  republic 
flattered  their  vanity,  and  feemed 
to  confirm  their  fpeculations.  They 
anticipated  the  moll  fplendid  ex¬ 
ertions  from  the  riling  common¬ 
wealth  ;  and  the  more  fanguine 
among  them  contemplated,  not 
without  a  malignant  pleafure,  the 
profpedt  of  hoftilities  with  this 
country,  which  they  conceived  by 
increafing  the  public  burthens  might 
alfo  excite  the  public  difeontent, 
and  facilitate  thofe  vilionary  plans 
of  reform,  which  either  from  en- 
thufiafm  or  felf-intereft  they  encou- 
raged  and  approved. 

Such  were  not  the  fenfations  of 
the  whigs.  That  afflicting  event  not 
only  filled  them  with  horror  for 
the  injuftice  and  bloodfhed  with 
which  it  was  accompanied ;  but 
it  annihilated  at  once  thofe  fond 
hopes  which  they  had  cherifhed, 
of  a  rational  fyftem  of  govern¬ 
ment  to  be  ellablifhed  in  France. 
Though  far  from  perfedl,  the  new 
conftitution  of  that  country  af¬ 
forded  an  excellent  balls  on  which 
practical  improvements  might  fuc- 
ceflively  have  been  founded.  Its 
fimilarity  in  the  great  outlines  and 
principles  to  the  conftitution  of 
Britain,  was  a  powerful  recommen¬ 
dation  to  a  party  who  have  always 
been  idolaters  of  that  conftitution  ; 
and  if  the  French  fyftem  was  fome- 
what  more  popular  than  that  of 
Great  Biitain,  they  could  have  no 
obje&ion  to.  the  experiment  being 
A  3  tried* 
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tried,  whether  a  monarchical  govern¬ 
ment  was  confident  with  an  exten- 
fion  of  privileges  to  the  great  niais 
of  the  people,  which  fr.orti  various 
circuin dances  had  not  been  con¬ 
ceded  by  our  own  fyftem.  The 
loth  of  Auguft,  whatever  patty 
was  the  aggreffot  (whether  the  king 
was  treacherous,  or  the  people  rafh 
and  [editions,  or  whether,  as  is  mod 
probable,  both  were  to  blame)  de- 
itroyed  the  confidence  of  the  Eng- 
lifb  whigs  in  the  French  revolu¬ 
tion!  ds.  They  faw  the  danger  of 
overturning  a  fydem  once  received 
by  the  people,  and  the  difficulty 
of  edabliihing  a  well  organized 
government  upon  more  popular 
principles ;  they'  dreaded  the  in¬ 
dignation  which  this  conduct  mud 
bring  down  upon  the  people  of 
France,  from  all  the  powers  of  Eu¬ 
rope.  Nothing  but  icenes  of  blood 
prefented  tbernMves  to  view  ;  and 
the  raftmefs  of  the  new  adriiiniftra- 
tion  of  France,  and  the  narrow 
policy  of  the  miniders  of  Great 
Britain,  p hey  forefaw  might  involve 
in  hoftilities  two  nations,  who, 
upon  every  great  principle  of  poli¬ 
tics,  ought  to  have  been  united. 
In  this  ftateof  chagrin  and  defpon- 
deney,  the  found  part  of  the  nation 
withdrew  from  all  connexion  with 
the  French,  and  directed  their 
views  to  two  points  :  the  preferva- 
tion  of  our  own  liberties,  and  the 
prevention  of  a  war, 

Irt  the  mean  time  the  writings 
of  Mr.  Paine,  circulated  w'th  un- 
diminifhed  rapidity  among  the 
leaver  claffes  of  the  people,  and  the 
unprecedented  fuccefs  of  Dumou- 
rier  in  the  Netherlands,  infpired 
the  Englifh  republicans  with  unu- 
fual  temerity.  The  mod  unguard¬ 
ed  language  was  indulged  in%  .  and 
though  thp  party  was  but  /mall,  yet 
if  was  loud;  while,  on  the  other v 
hand,  every  rafii  and  intemperate 


expreffion  was  magnified  by  the 
tones  into  the  rumour  of  a  danger¬ 
ous  coni  piracy  ;  and  a  general  alarm 
was  excited  throughout  the  nation. 
The  terms  jacobin,  republican,  and 
leveller,  were  indi fcr irni irately  ap¬ 
plied  to  all  who  did  not  devotedly 
enter  into  the  views  of  this  faction  ; 
and  from  the  violence  of  the  lories 
on  the  one  hand,  and  of  the  repub¬ 
licans  on  the  other,  the  moderate 
party  found  their  influence  and 
their  credit  aimed  entirely  annihi? 
lated,  and  the  voice  of  reafon  and 
truth  was  no  longer  heard,  amidft 
the  clamqurs  of  contending  parties. 
If  the  alarm  which  pervaded  the 
nation  did  not  originate  with  the  ad¬ 
herents  of  the  rniniftry,  they  were  af 
lead  the  rnotl  adtsv*;  and  clamorous 
in  cherifhing  and  confirming  the 
apprehenfions  and  terrors  of  the 
people.  In  the  month  of  Novem¬ 
ber,  an  affociation  was  inftituted 
at  the  Crown  and  Anchor  tavern  by 
Mr.  Reeves,  the  chief j  u  ft  ice  of  NewT 
foundland,  and  other  gentlemen 
connected  with  admin  dirat  ion,  the 
avowed  purpofe  of  which  was  the 
protection  of  liberty  and  property 
agamft  the  daring  attempts  of 
republicans  and  levellers.  The  ex¬ 
ample  was  followed  by  a  fimilar 
affociation  in  the  city  of  London, 
and  in  different,  diftridts  of  the  me¬ 
tropolis.  The  contagion  of  affq- 
elating  fpread  through  every  part 
of  the  kingdom  ;  and  the  experi¬ 
ment  at  leaft  proved,  that  the  great 
majority  of  the  nation  was  decided¬ 
ly  agamft  an  alteration  of  the  eftar 
blifhed  government;  and  that,  not- 
withftanding  the  influence  of  Mr. 
Paine’s  writings,  the  adtual  num- 
her  of  republicans  was’much  fmall- 
er  than  had  been  reprelented. — 
The  whig  party  in  general  joined 
the  affociations,  foiue  with  eager- 
refs,  as  participating  in  the  general 
alarm  ;  feme  with  more  caution  and 
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Felu&ance,'  apprehenfive  that  the 
confequences  might  be  the  involving 
of  the  nation  in  (what  was  moil  to 
be  dreaded)  a  rupture  with  France. 
In-  fome  inftances  a  faying  claufe 
was  entered  in  the  refutations,  in 
favour  of  temperate  reforms  at  pro¬ 
per  feafons  ;  and  in  fome  a  virtual 
proteil  was  made  againil  war 

Whether  the  alarm  on  the  part 
of  adminiilration  was  real  or  affect¬ 
ed ,  is  aqueftion  which  muft  be  left 
to  the  diicuflion  of  the  party  writ¬ 
ers  on  both  tides.  Whatever  were 
its  principles  or  its  objedl,  it  was 
thought  fufficient  to  juflify  two. 
extraordinary  meafures,  which  are 
confidered  only  as  legal  in  cafes  of 
adlual  invafion,  ora  rebellion  exiting- 

.  O 

within  the  kingdom.  The  parlia¬ 
ment,  which  had  been  prorogued 
to  January,  was  convened  to  meet 
within  fourteen  days  after  the  date 
of  the  proclamation  for  its  aiTem- 
bling  ;  and  the  militia  was  called 
forth  and  embodied  at  the  fame 
time. 

Posterity  will  doubt,  whether  the 
moil  prudent  ufe  was  made  of  that 
loyal  fpirit  which  was  man i felled 
on  this  occalion  in  every  quarter 
of  the  kingdom.  It  would  have 
afforded  a  wife  adminiilration  the 
happiefl  opportunity  of  conferring 
lading  benefits  on  the  fovereign  and 
on  the  nation.  Impfeffed  with  .a 
genuine  fenfe  of  the  excellence  of 
our  confiitution.  we  cannot  doubt, 
but  that,  even  if  the  adherents  of 
republicanifm  had  been  more  nu¬ 
merous  than  they  really  were,  the 
exifling  laws  were  fufficient  to  co¬ 


erce  them  ;  nor  can  we  conceive 
that  any  extraordinary  meafures 
could  be  really  neceffary,  .when,  on 
the  appeal  having  been  made  to  the 
people  at  large,  the  numbers  of  the 
di  fa  fie  died  appeared  trifling,  and- 
their  characters  contemptible.  The 
influx  of  foreigners  was  alfo  made 
a  fubjedl  of  alarm,  and  might  per-, 
haps  have  been  prevented  in  a  much 
gentler  mode  than  that  which  was 
adopted  ;  and  yet  a  very  fmall 
number  were  found  to  be  of  fo  fuf- 
picious  a  demeanour  as  to  be  order¬ 
ed  out  of  the  kingdom,  after  the 
alien  bilf  had  armed  the  executive 
authority  with  unprecedented  pow¬ 
ers.  We  mufl  repeat  it,  that  had. 
the  miniflry  been  endued  with  a 
proper  portion  of  wifdom  and  faga- 
city  ;  had  they  poffelTed  enlarged 
views  of  policy  ;  the  executive  go¬ 
vernment  might  have  been  flrength- 
ened  ;  faction  might  have  been 
for  ever  crufhed ;  the  mofl  faluta- 
ry  arrangements 'might  have  been 
adopted,  for  the  benefit  of  the  na¬ 
tion  at  this  crifis,  without. incurring 
any  rifk,  without  increafing  the 
national  burthens,  without  endan¬ 
gering  our  commerce,  without  in¬ 
juring  the  good  temper  ofthe  peo¬ 
ple,  or  engaging  in  adlion  the  ma¬ 
lignant  paffions.  • 

It.  has  been  afferted,  that  the 
Britiffi  min  i  Hr y  very  early  acceded 
to  the  royal  confederacy  againfl 
France  ;  and  even  that  the  court  of 
London  was  a  party  in  the  treaties 
of  Pilnitz  and  of  Pavia  f  .  We  trufl 
that  the  infinuation  is  merely  the 
effe£l  of  party  malevolence.  Such  a 


*  See  the  refolutions  of  certain  afTociations  among  the  State  Papers  of  our  lafb  volume, 
f  We  have  incurred  feme  cenfure  for  having  repubUlhed  in  our  laft  volume  a  copy  of 
the  partition  treaty  of  Pavia,  the  authenticity  of  which  the  mioifterial  writers  are  pleafed 
to  deny.  We  can  only  fay,  that  the  paper  in  quell  ion  has  been  held  to  be  authentic  by 
fome  perfons  well  verfed  in  diplomatic  affairs  :  but  if  it  is  not  lo  ;  if  it  is  really  a  mif- 
reprefentation  of  the  views  and  fentiments  of  the  combined,  powers,  why  do  they  not 
juilify  tbemfelves  by  pub  frjhing  the  real  treaty?  Till  that  is  done,  every  thinking  man 
v/il!  be  of  opinion,  that  the  paper  in  queltion  contains  at  leaf!  the  fubftanoe  of  the  treaty* 
mr  that  the  treaty  jlfelf  is  fame  thing  worfe. 
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conduA  would  exhibit  To  criminal 
a  tifihe  of  hypocrify  and  tre?chery 
to  both  nations ;  fo  much  decep¬ 
tion  in  their  continued  prcfeflions 
of  neutrality  ;  fuch  a  diiregard  to 
truth  and  every  principle  of  virtue, 
that,  however  injudicious  we  may 
deem  their  condudl,  we  cannot  pof- 
fibly  fubfcribe  to  fo  flagrant  an  im¬ 
peachment  of  their  integrity. 

To  conciliate  the  people  of  the 
Bclgic  provinces,  whofe.  prejudices 
had  been  outraged,  and  whole 
rights  had  been  invaded,  the  French 
convention,  in  November  1792, 
conceived  a  projedt  for  opening  the 
Scheldt  from  Antwerp,  in  contra- 
didlion  to  onje  of  the  articles  of  the 
treatyofWellph alia  in  1 648, and  con¬ 
trary  to  the  fuppojed  fnterefts  of  the 
united  provinces.  The  labours  of 
the  biftorian  are  little  more  than  a 
record  of  the  inconfiftcncy  of  hu¬ 
man  nature,  and  the  verfatility  of 
ffatefmen.  When  Jofeph  11.  in 
the  year  1786  entertained  a  fimilar 
projedt,  it  is  averted  that  the  Eri- 
tiih  ambafiador,  fir  Jofeph  Yorke, 
went  purpofely  “  to  Antwerp,  to 
inftigate  the  inhabitants  of  that 
city  to  petition  the  emperor  to  in¬ 
fill  on  the  free  navigation  of  the 
Scheldt*.”  it  is  truly  fingular, 
therefore,  that  what  appeared  fo 
realonable  at  a  former  period, 
fhould  now  be  conlidered  as  a  fuff 
f  cient  caufe  for  involving  the  nation 
Jn  the  calamities  of  war  j  and  what 
is  more  fingular  is,  that  the  Britifh 
minifiry  flhould  appear  more  deeply 
interefted  in  the  prevention  of  the 
jneaiure,  than  the  States  of  Holland 
themfelves.  “  Lord  Auckland,” 
fays  Mr.  Plowden,  “  was  direct¬ 
ed  to  a ffure  their  high  mighti- 
Rtfies,  that  as  the  theatre  of  was 


was  brought  fo  near  to  the  confine* 
of  their  republic,  his  majefty  was 
both  ready  and  determined  to  exe¬ 
cute  with  the  utmoft  good  faith 
the  treaty  of  1788.  The  States,  in 
their  anfwer  to  this  declaration  from 
our  court,  profefled  the  {Iron gelt 
belief,  that  no  hoftile  intentions 
were  conceived  by  any  of  the  bel¬ 
ligerent  powders  again  It  them.  The 
native  phlegm  of  the  Hollander 
begat,  in  the  more  peaceful  and 
Heady,  a  real  reludlance  to  believe 
activity  necefiary  to  fave  their  coun¬ 
try  :  an  infuperable  hatred  of  the 
court  party  induced  the  more  a&ive 
to  difiemble  their  expectancies  of 
what  they  moll  ardently  wilhed. 
Hence  the  more  frequent  obferva- 
tion,  that  ave  had  officioufly  forced 
their  high  mightinefies  into  a  w?ar 
of  defence,  againfi  their  own  wufiies 
and  inclinations  j.”  If  we  may 
credit  univerfal  report,  the  Hol¬ 
landers  were  equally  indifferent  with 
refpeCt  to  the  opening  of  the  navi¬ 
gation  of  the  Scheldt,  and  calmly 
replied,  that  if  fuch  an  event  w'as 
to  take  place,  they  could  carry  on 
their  commerce  at  Antwerp  as  well 
as  at  Amilerdarn. 

The  abfurd  and  impolitic  decree 
of  the  French  convention,  palled  on 
the  15th  November  1792,  in  which 
they  propofe  to  “  grant  fraternity 
and  afiiltance  to  all  thofe  people 
who  wilh  to  procure  liberty*”  &c. 
conflituted  another  ground  of  com¬ 
plaint  and  of  alarm,  though  there 
was  not  the  fmalleft  token  of  ahy 
intention  to  invade  the  territories  of 
Great  Britain  ;  though  there  was 
not  a  pofiibility  that  any  fuch  at¬ 
tempt  would  have  been  fuccefsful ; 
and  though  the  obnoxious  decree 
can  only  be  confidered  in  the  light 


*  See  “  Memorien  dinende  tol  Opheldering,”  or  Memoirs  relating  to  the  War  betw  een 
England  and  Holland,  by  the  Hon.  j.  Rendorp.  Noticed  in  the  Appendix  to  one  of  the 
late  Volumes  of  the  Monthly  Review.  * 

+  Hiftory  of  the  Laft  Twenty  Months,  p.  171,  172* 
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of  a  ridiculous  gafconade,  proceed-  well  as  to  adopt  towards  his  allies 
ing  from  a  body  of  men  intoxicated  the  States  General,  meafures  which 
with  their  late  unexpe&ed  fucceffes,  are  neither  conformable  to  the  law 
while  in  reality  they  had  too  much  of  nations,  nor  to  the  poiitive  fti- 
ferious  bufinefs  on  their  hands  to  pulations  of  exijling  treaties.  Un¬ 
admit  of  their  engaging  in  any  new  der  all  thefe  circumliances,  he  felt 
quarrels.  it  his  indifpenfable  duty  to  have  re- 

Such  was  the  political  date  of  af-  courfe  to  thofe  means  of  prevention 
fairs*  internal  as  well  as  external,  at  and  internal  defence  with  which 
the  meeting  of  the  Parliament,  lie  was  entrufted  by  law  ;  and 
which  took  place  on  the  1 3th  of  thought  it  right  to  take  fome  fteps 
December  179 2.  The  fpeech  for  making  fomeaugmentation  of  his 
from  the  .throne  intimated,  that  his  naval  and  military  force,  being  per- 
inajefty  had  judged  it  neceflary  to  fuaded  that  thefe  exertions  were 
embody  a  part  of  the  militia,  and  neceflary  in  the  prefent  Hate  of  af- 
to  call  the  parliament  together  fairs,  and  were  bell  calculated  both 
within  the  time  limited  for  that  to  maintain  internal  tranquillity, 
purpofe.  It  dated  as  the  caufes  of  and  to  render  a  firm  and  tempe- 
thefe  meafures,  the  feditious  prac-  rate  conduct  effectual  for  prefer*’- 
tices  which  had  been  difcovered,  ing  the  blejffings  of  peace . 
and  the  fpirit  of  tumult  and  dif-  The  fpeech  concluded  with  a«- 
order  fliewn  in  adt.s  of  riot  and  in-  nouncing  the  brilliant  fucceffes  of 
furredtion,  which  required  the  in-  the  Britifli  arms  in  India ;  and 
terpofition  of  a  military  force  in  with  recommending  to  parliament 
fupport  of  the  civil  magiftrate.  to  adopt  fuch  .afures  as  might  be 
The  induftry,  it  added,  employed  neceflary,  under  the  prefent  circum- 
to  excite  difeontent  on  various  pre-  fiances,  for  enforcing  obedience  to 
texts,  and  in  different  parts  of  the  the  laws,  and  for  reprefling  every 
kingdom,  appeared  to  proceed  from  attempt  to  difturb  the  peace  and 
a  defign  to  attempt  the  deftrudlion  tranquillity  of  thefe  kingdoms, 
of  our  happy  conffitution,  and  the  If  it  had  been  intended  to  bur- 
fiibverfion  of  all  order  and  govern-  lefque  the  proceedings  and  the  dig- 
ment  ;  and  that  this  defign  had  nity  of  parliament,  a  happier  fub- 
evidently  been  purfned  in  connec-  jedl  could  not  have  been  chofen 
tion  and  concert  with  perfons  in  for  moving  the  addrefs  than  a  city 
foreign  countries.  knight  of  the  name  of  Saunder- 

His  majefty  aflerted,  that  he  had  fon  1  In  a  fpeech,  only  remark- 
carefully  obferved  a  ftridl  neutra-  able  for  bad  grammar  and  broad 
lity  in  the  prefent  war  on  the  con-  aflertion,  the  worthy  magiftrate 
tinent,  and  had  uniformly  abllain-  intimated  that  he  was  poffefied 
ed  from  any  interference  with  of  a  variety  of  information,  which 
refpeft  to  the  internal  affairs  of  convinced  him  that  feditious  prac- 
France  ;  but  that  it  was  impoflible  tices  prevailed  in  different  parts 
for  him  to  fee  without  the  moil  fe-  of  the  kingdom  ;  and  that  the  mif- 
rious  uneafinefs,  the  ftrong  and  in-  chievpus  attempts  which  had  been 
creafing  indications  which  had  ap  checked  by  the  proclamation  were 
peared  there  of  an  intention  to  ex-  renewed  with  augmented  force.  He 
cite  difturbances  in  other  countries,  paifed  the  ftrongell  encomiums  on 
to  difreg'ard  the  rights  of  neutral  the  manly  and  decided  manner  in 
nations,  and  to  purfue  views  of  which  his  affectionate  fellow-citizens 
conqueil  and  aggrandifemen-t,  as  had  feconded  him,  and  given  vigour 
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to  his  feeble  *  efforts,  which  would 
hand  down  to  pofterky  their  names 
with  additional  credit  and  applaufe. 

The  fpeech  or  Mr.  Wallace,  who 
feconded  the  motion,  was  rather 
the  harangue  of  a  phyfiognomift 
than  of  a  legiflator.  He  hated  that 
the  infurre&ions  which  had  taken 
place  in  different  parts  . of  the  coun¬ 
try,  were  matters  of  fuch  notoriety , 
that  it  would  wafte  time  to'  enu¬ 
merate  or  fpecify  them  ;  that  pub¬ 
lications  had  bqen  circulated  to  in¬ 
flame  the  minds  of  the  people  ;  that 
the  focieties  which  circulated  thefe 
publications  kept  up  a  correfpon- 
dence  with  the  national  convention 
of  France  ;  that  they  fympathifed  in 
every  thing  with  the  French;  and 
that  their  count enmces  betrayed  a 
dejection,  when  the  duke  of  Brunf- 
wick  was  on  his  march  to  Paris, 
which  could  only  be  furpaffed  by 
the  extravagant  joy  which  they  ex- 
prefftd  when  he  was  obliged  to  re¬ 
treat. 

Both  the  mover  and  feconder  of 
the  addrefs  enlarged  upon  the  dan¬ 
gerous  defigns  of  the  French,  and 
the  neceiTity  of  fulfilling  our  en¬ 
gagements  with  Holland,  particu¬ 
larly  refpe&ing  the '  navigation  of 
the  Scheldt. 

,  To  his  raajefty’s  benign  inten¬ 
tions  of  preferviiig  to  his  people 
“  the  bleffings  of  .peace,”  it/is  our 
duty  to  give  the  molt  implicit  cre¬ 
dit  ;  but  difeerning  men  thought, 
from  thefe  intimation^,,  that  they 
perceived  in  his  majefty’s  minivers 
a  difpofition  which  was  but  ill  cal¬ 
culated  to  fecond  thefe  good  inten¬ 
tions  of  the  fovereign.  They  fear¬ 
ed  jell  the  fame  puerile  ardour  to 
diftinguifii  hijufelf  as  a  war  miniffer, 
which  induced  the  premier  to  ex¬ 
pend  four  millions  in  a  conteft  for 
the  c cn -J tuns  of  IvootKa,  might 

*  The  worthy  rnagifcratemufl  have  alii 
bating  fociery. 


prompt  his  warm  imagination  to 
anticipate  the  conqueR  of  prance, 
and  might  flatter  him  that  an  a- 
chievement  of  this  importance  was 
to  crown  his  minillerial  career. — - 
We  have  been  ever  ready*4  to  do 
juftice  to  the  fluent  eloquence  and 
the  graceful  elocution  of  Mr.  Pitt  ; 
but  vve  mull  reluctantly  confefs, 
that  we  have  found  in  his  public 
conduCt  but  little  room  to  compli¬ 
ment  him  as  a  profound  and  able 
ffatefman.  It  is  now  an.eftablilhed 
fadt,  that  hi3  moft  popular  plans 'of 
finance  were  communicated  to  him 
by  the  late  Df»  Price,  and  that, 
“  of  three  unacknowledged  com¬ 
munications”  from  thap  quarter, 
“  the  leaf!  efficient  was  adopted.’5 
The  commutation  tax  was  a  mea- 
fure  which  no  found  financier  could 
approve ;  and  its  ill  confequences 
are  the  more  confpieuous  in  the 
prefen t  exigencies  of  the  nation, 
fince  it  facriiiced  to  the  interefts  of 
the  India  company  a  permanent 
fou rce  of  revenue  to  the  immenfe 
amount  of  ^'6oo,oco  per  annum, 
equivalent  to  a  loan  of  twelve 
millions.  The  difpute  with  Spain 
concerning  the  wretched  barren  ter- 
titcry  of  Nootka,  the  re Ro ration  of 
which,  however,  has  never  yet  been 
officially  announced,  has  incurred 
(independent  of  the  expence')  the 
cenfiue  of  the  bell  informed  on  fo¬ 
reign  politics.  In  the  difpute  with 
Ruffia,  the  minifler  either  ought 
not  to  have  interfered,  or  ought 
not  to  have  retrained,  iince  the  re- 
fult  of  his  interference,  as  it  proved, 
had  no  other  effect  than  to-  render 
the  Byitiffi  nation  contemptible  apd 
ridiculous. 

In  the  prefent  inftance  there  can¬ 
not  be  a  queftion ,  that  it  was  the  . 
policy  of  Great  Britain  to  obferve 
a  Uriel  neutrality.  Every  friend  to 
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Kis  country  and  itsconftitution  would 
give  his  voluntary  fupport  to  every 
prudent  precaution  to  withftand  the 
machinations  of  difaffedled  perfons, 
whofe  numbers  and  whole  power, 
however,  have  been  grofsly  magni¬ 
fied — -But  what  was  the  reafonable 
mode  of  preventing  them  ?  By  en¬ 
gaging  in  anexpenfiveand  hazardous 
war  with  a  foreign  country,  or  put¬ 
ting  the  laws  in  force  againft  delin¬ 
quents  at  home,  and  by  removing  the 
adtual  grievances  of  the  people,  as  far 
as  their  complaints  could  befatisfac- 
toril.y  proved,  and  generally  admit¬ 
ted  to  be  well  founded  ? 

The  leaft  facrifice  that  mull  en- 
fue  upon  fo  ralh  a  proceeding,  was 
the  evident  lofs  of  our  trade,  and 
throwing  into  the  hands  of  neutral 
nations  all  thofe  advantages  we 
enjoyed.  If  America,  Sweden,  and 
Denmark,  could  maintain  peace 

'  i  #  i 

with  France,  notwithllanding  the 
decree  of  the  19th  of  November, 
why  could  not  England  have  done 

J  •  m  O 

the  fame  ?  Nay,  it  is  a  well  under- 
ftocd  fadt,  that  the  whole  people  of 
France  were  difpofed  to  amity  with 
England  ;  and  that,  on  the  declara¬ 
tion  of  war  againft  Auftria  and 
Pruffia,  the.  univerfal  exclamation 
was,  “  Peace  with  England,  and 
we  challenge  the.  whole  continent 

O  #  V 

of  Europe.  Let  Britain  watch  the 
combat  at  a  diftance,  and  arbitrate 
between  the  combatants/'  If  dan¬ 
ger  was  really  to  be  apprehended 
from  the  refort  of  foreigners  to  this 
country,  there  is  room  to  believe, 
that  even  a  meafure  to  prevent  it 
might  have  been  rendered  inoffen 
five  to  France  by  proper  and  fta- 
fonable  reprefentations.  If,  as  is 
positively  afferted'*,'  the  Dutch 
themfelves  were  indifferent  refpect- 
ing  the  Scheldt,  the  interference  of 
Britain  was  ridiculous :  if  the  open¬ 
ing  of  that  navigation  was  really  an 

*  Se©  Flowdeifts  Hiftory  of 


evil  to  bpth  countries,  furely  the 
fir  ft  ftep  ought  to  have  been  nego¬ 
tiation. 

The  oppofition  party  at  the 
meeting  of  parliament  experienced 
a  lingular  and  unaccountable  defec¬ 
tion  of  its  members.  Some  of  the 
deferters  have  already  been  pro¬ 
vided  for  in  lucrative  fituations,  and 
ethers  are  ftillfpoken  of  as  the  candi¬ 
dates  for  office.  The  party  however 
that  remained,,  though  fmall,  was 
firm ;  it  included  a  large  mafs  of  fter- 
ling  ability,  and  fpoke  the  genuine 
fentiments  of  the  whig  party  that 
remained  throughput  tbenation. 

Lord  Wycombe  was  the  fir  il: 
to  oppofe  the  add  refs.  He  de¬ 
clared,  that  it  was  impoffible  to 
approve  what  he  did  not  under- 
ftand,  and  therefore  he  could  not 
give  praife  to  minifters,  or  vote  an 
addrefs  of  thanks  to  the  king,  for 
what  was  either  not  within  his 
knowledge,  or  beyond  his  corn- 
prehenfion.  Thus  much  he  was 
able  to  fay,  that  the  fpeech  calum¬ 
niated  the  people  of  England  ;  for 
fo  far  was  he  from  being  able  to 
difeover  any  trace  or  fymptom  of 
infurredtion,  that  the  kingdom  was 
at  that  very  moment  1  abfolutely 
overflowing  with  loyalty. 

Speculative  opinions  concerning 
forms  of  government'" had  always 
been  entertainedgind  often  agitated 
by  different  perfons  under  this  free 
conftitution,  and  his  lordlhip  faw 
no  danger  from  that  circumftance. 
The  fame  defence  would  apply  to 
both  Scotland  and  Ireland  ;  where,  fp 
far  from  woffling  to  fubvert  thecon- 
ftitution,  thofe  who  were  thought 
moft  difaffedled  wilhed  limply  the 
reform  of  that  conftitution. 

His  lordlhip  laid,  he  had  heard 
with  great  forrowg  that  part  of  his 
ma jelly’s  fpeech  which  adverted 
to  the  pollibility  of  a  foreign  wrar. 
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fufficient  caufe  for  it  at  prefent ; 
uor  did  he  believe  that  any  thing 
fhort  of  adtuai  invafion  could  juf- 
tsfy  a  nation  in  entering  into  a  fo¬ 
reign  war.  If  we  were  bound  by 
the  treaty  of  1788  to  maintain  to 
Holland  the  exclufive  navigation  of 
the  Scheldt,  and  to  the  dadtholder 
his  privileges,  more  fharae  to  thole 
who  entered  into  lueh  an  engage¬ 
ment  ! 

Lord  Wycombe  concluded  by 
Shewing  the  impolicy  of  the  treaty 
with  Holland,  and  that  no  benefit, 
but  much  evil,  could  refult  to  this 
country  from  hoftilities  with  France. 

Mr.  Fox,  however,  on  this  oeca- 
fion,  as  on  moll  others,  was  the 
abkft(i>pponent  of  miniftry  ;  and  his 
fpeech  will  remain  a  lading  monu¬ 
ment  of  the  fterling  fenfe,  the  in¬ 
vincible  argument,  and  the  enlarged 
views  of  politics,  which  charac¬ 
terize  this  confummate  ftatefman. 

He  began  by  complimenting  earl 
Wycombe,  who,  he  obferved,  had 
anticipated  feme  of  his  mod  for 
cible  arguments  ;  and  proceeded 
to  obferve,  that  the  prefent  was  the 
mod  momentous  crifis  not  only  that 
he  had  ever  known,  but  that  he  had 
ever  read  of  in  the  hidory  of  this 
country  ;  a  crifis  not  merely  inter- 
eding  to  ourfelves  and  our  own 
condition,  but  to  all  nations  and  to 
all  men  ;  and  that  on  the  conduct 
©f  parliament  in  this  crifis  depended 
not  merely  the  fate  of  the  Britilh 
eonftitution,  but  of  do&rines  which 
go  to  the  happinefs  and  well-being 
of  all  human-kind. 

His  majedy’s  fpeech,  he  obferved, 
was  full  of  a  variety  of  affertions — 
Perhaps  he  fhould  not  make  ufe  of 
the  word  affertions,  without  add¬ 
ing,  that  it  had  aifo  a  variety  of 
infatuations  conveyed  in  the  fhape 
of  affertions,  which  mud  imprefs 
every  man  with  the  mod  imminent 


apprehenfions  for  the  fafety  of  every 
thing  judly  dear  to  Englifhmen. 
It  was  their  duty  to  inquire  into 
the  truth  of  thefe  affertions  and  in¬ 
fatuations  fo  conveyed.  In  fo  doing 
Mr.  Fox,  agreeably  to  parliamen¬ 
tary  ufage,  confidered  the  fpeech  as 
the  fpeech  of  the  minider,  and  pro- 
feffed  the  mod  true  and  fincere  re- 
fpedl  perfonally  for  his  majedy  ; 
but  as  to  the  fpeech,  it  was  the 
fpeech  which  his  majedy  had  been 
advifed,  by  his  confidential  fervants, 
to  deliver  from  the  throne  :  they 
were  refponfible  for  it,  and  to  them 
every  obfervation  was  addreffe-F. 

“  I  date  it  therefore,”  adds  i  Mr. 
Fox,  “  to  be  my  firm  opinion'  and 
belief,  that  there  is  not  one  fa£t 
aiTerted  in  his  majedy’s  fpeech  wliich 
is  not  falfe — -not  one  afl'ertion  or  in-, 
finuation  which  is  not  unfounded. 
Nay,  I  cannot  be  fo  uncandid  as 
to  believe,  that  even  the  minider  s 
themfelves  think  them  true.  This 
charge  upon  his  majedy’s  minifters 
is  of  fo  ferious  a  kind,  that  1  do 
not  pronounce  it  lightly  ;  and  I 
defire  that  gentlemen  will  go  fairly 
into  the  confideration  of  the  fubjedf, 
and  manifed  the  proper  fpirit  of  the 
reprefentatives  of  the  people  in  fuch 
a  moment.  What  the  noble  lord 
faid  is  mod  ftrictly  true.  The  great 
prominent  feature  of  the  fpeech  is, 
that  it  is  an  intolerable  calumny  011 
the  people  of  Great  Britain  ;  an 
infinuation  of  fo  grofs  and  fo  black 
a  nature,  that  it  demands  the  moil 
rigorous  inquiry,  and  the  mod  fe- 
vere  punifament.  The  next  afl'er- 
tion  is,  that  there  exidsat  this  mo¬ 
ment  an  infur  re  cl  ion  in  this  king¬ 
dom.  An  infurre&ion  ! — where 
is  it  ?  where  has  it  reared  its  head  ? 
Good  God  !  an  infurre&ion  in 
Great  Britain  !  No  woijder  that 
the  militia  were  called  out,  and  par¬ 
liament  affembled  in  the  extraordi¬ 
nary  way  iu  which -they  have  been  ; 
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but  where  is  it?  Two  gentlemen  have 
delivered  fentimertts  in  commenda¬ 
tion  and  ill  lift  ration  of  the  fpeech  ; 
and  yet,  though  this  infurredfion 
has  exifted  for  fourteen  days,  they 
have  given  us  no  light  whatever, 
no  clue,  no  information  where  t:o 
find  it.  The  right  hon.  magiftrate 
tells  us  that,  in  his  high  municipal 
(ituation,  he  has  received  certain 
information  which  he  does  not  think 
proper  to  communicate  to  us.  This 
is  really  carrying  the  dodtrine  of 
confidence  to  a  length  indeed.  Not 
content  with  minifters  leading  the 
houfe  of  commons  into  the  moil  ex¬ 
travagant  and  embar rafting  fitua- 
tions,  under  the  blind  cover  of  con¬ 
fidence,  we  are  now  told  that  a  mu¬ 
nicipal  magiftrate  lias  information 
of  an  infurredlion,  which  lie  does 
not  choofe  to  lay  before  the  com¬ 
mons  of  England,  but  which  he 
allures  us  is  fufficient  to  juftifv  the 
alarm  that  has  fpread  over  the 
whole  country !  The  honourable 
gentleman  who  feconded  the  mo  ¬ 
tion  tells  us,  that  the  4  iniurrec- 
tions  are  too  notorious  to  be  de- 
fcribedd  Such  is  the  information 
which  we  receive  from  the  right 
honourable  magiftrate,  and  the  ho¬ 
nourable  gentleman,  who  are  feledt- 
ed  to  move  and  fecond  the  addrefs. 

I  will  take  upon  me  to  fay,  that  it  is 
not  the  notoriety  of  the  insurrec¬ 
tions  which  prevents  them  from 
communicating  to  us  the  particu¬ 
lars,  but  their  non-exiftence.  The 
fpeech  goes  on  in  the  fame  ftrain 
of  calumny  and  falfehood,  and  fays, 
The  induftry  employed  4  to  excite 
difcontent  on  various  pretexts,  and 
in  different  parts  of  the  kingdom, 
has  appeared  to  proceed  from  a  de- 
ftgn  to  attempt  the  deftrucdion  of 
our  happy  conftitution,  and  the  fub- 
verfion  of  all  order  and<rovernme^t., 

I  defire  gentlemen  to  confider  thefe 
words,  and  I  demand  of  their  ho- 

*  Debrett’s  Debates,  vo 
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nour  and  truth,  if  they  believe  this 
affertion  to  be  founded  in  fadi. 

44  There  have  been,  as  I  under¬ 
hand,  and  as  everyone  mu  ft  have 
heard,  fome  flight  riots  in  different 
parts  ;  but  I  a  He  them,  were  the 
various  pretexts  of  thefe  different 
tumults  falfe,  and  ufed  only  to  co¬ 
ver  an  attempt  to  deftrov  our  hap¬ 
py  conftitution  ?  I  have  heard  of  a 
tumult  at  Shields,  of  another  at 
Leith  ;  of  fome  riot  at  Yarmouth, 
and  of  fomething  of  the  fame  nature 
at  Perth  and  Dundee.  I  alk  gen¬ 
tlemen  if  they  believe  that  in  each 
of  thefe  places  the  avowed  objedi 
of  the  complaint  of  the  people,  was 
not  the  real  one — that  the  failor* 
at  Shields,  Yarmouth,  &c.  did  not 
really  want  fome  increafe  of  their 
wages,  but  were  adluated  by  a  de- 
fign  of  overthrowing  the  conftitu¬ 
tion  I  Is  there  a  man  in  England 
who  believes  this  infinuation  to  be 
true  ?  And  in  like  manner  of  every 
other  meeting,  to  which,  in  the 
prefent  fpirit,  men  may  give  the 
name  of  tumultuous  affembling.  I 
.defire  to  know  if  there  has  been 
difeovered  any  fecret  motive  other 
than  their  open  and  avowed  one,. 
And  yet,  with  this  convidlionjn  our 
minds,  we  are  called  upon  to  de¬ 
clare  diredtly  our  belief  and  per- 
fr  lion  that  thefe  things  are  fo. 
We  are  called  upon  to  join  in  the 
libel  upon  our  conflituents;  The 
anfwer  to  the  fpeech  fays,  that 
we  know  of  the  tumult  and  dif- 
order,  but  as  to  the  adtual  infurrec- 
tion,  it  more  modeftly  makes  us 
fay,  4  that  \ye  are  forry  to  hear 
there  is  an  infurredfion.*  Of  the 
tumults  and  diforders  then  we  have 
perfonal  knowledge  ;  but  the  infur- 
redtion  we  learn  from  his  majefty’s 
fpeech* l” 

Mr.  Fox  next  adverted  to  the  af¬ 
fairs  of  France,  and  to  the  expref* 
fion  of  Mr.  Wallace,  who  adduced 
xxxiv.  p.  1 8— zo, 
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as  a  proof  that  there  exilted  in  this 
country  a  dangerous  fpirit,  “  the 
drooping  and  dejected  afpeCt  of 
many  perfons,  when  the  tidings  of 
Dumourier’s  furrender  arrived  in 
England.” — Admitting  the  faCt  in 
its  utmod  extent,  Mr.  Fox  could 
not  fee  that  it*  was  to  be  confidered 
as  a  proof  of  difcontent,  and  of  pre¬ 
ference  to  republican  doCtrines, 
<£  that  men  fnould  droop  and  be 
dejecfed  when  they  heard  that  the 
armies  of  defpotifm  had  triumphed 
over  an  army  fighting  for  liberty.” 
— u  What,”  he  aiked,  “  could 
any  man  who  loves  the  conftitution 
of  England,  who  feels  its  principles 
in  his  heart,  wifh  fuccefs  to  the 
duke  of  Brunfwick,  after  reading 
a  manifelto  which  violated  every 
doCtrine  that  Englifiimen  hold  fa- 
cred,  which  trampled  under  foot 
every  principle  of  juflice  and  huma¬ 
nity,  and  freedom  and  true  govern¬ 
ment  ?” 

He  proceeded  to  reprobate  that 
fyftem  of  tyranny  and  coercion 
which  infilled  that  Englishmen  are 
not  to  dare  to  have  any  genuine  feel¬ 
ings  of  their  own  ;  that  they  mull 
rejoice  by  rule  ;  that  they  mull  not 
think  but  by  order  ;  that  they  mull 
rejoice  and  grieve,  juft  as  it  lhali 
fuit  the  talle,  the  caprice,  or  the 
ends  of  minillers. 

See,”  faid  Mr.  Fox,  (i  to  what 
lengths  they  carry  this  fyftem  of 
intellectual  oppreffion  !  Under  va¬ 
rious  pretexts  there  have  been  tu¬ 
mults  and  diforders,  but  the  true 
defigfn  was  to  overturn  the  confti- 
tution — So  fays  the  fpeech — and 
mark  the  illuftration  of  the  right 
honourable  magiftrate.  ,*  There 
have  been  various  focieties  eftablifll- 
ed  in  the  city  bf  London,  inllitufed 
for  the  plaufible  purpofe  of  merely 
difcuffing  copftitutional  quellions, 
but  which  were  really  defigned  to 
propagate  feditious  doCtrines.’  So 


then,  by  this  new  fcheme  of  tyrant 
ny,  we  are  not  to  judge  of  the  con¬ 
duct  of  men  by  their  overt  ads, 
but  are  to  arrogate  to  ourfelves  at 
once  the  province  and  the  power  of 
the  Deity  ;  we  are  to  arraign  a  man 
for  his  fecret  thoughts,  and  to  pu- 
nilh  him,  becaufe  we  choofe  to  be¬ 
lieve  him  guilty  !  6  You  tell  me  in¬ 
deed,’  fays  one  of  thefe  municipal 
inquifitors,  ‘  that  you  meet  for  an 
honeft  purpofe,  but  I  know  better 
— Your  plaufible  pretext  lhall  not 
impofe  upon  me — I  know  your  fe- 
ditious  defign.  I  will  brand  you 
for  a  traitor  by  my  own  proper  au¬ 
thority.’  What  innocence  c  tn  be 
fafe  ag'ainft  fuch  a  power  ?  What  in- 
quifitor  of  Spain,  what  agent  of  an¬ 
cient  or  of  modern  tyranny,  can  hold 
fo  lofty  a  tone  ?  Welland  nobly,  fea- 
fonably  and  truly,  has  the  nobie  earl 
(Wycombe)  faid  ;  and  I  would  not 
weaken  the  fentiment  by  repeat¬ 
ing  the  expreflion  in  terms  lefs  for¬ 
cible  than  his  own,  but  that  the 
eternal  truth  cannot  fuller  by  the 
feeblenefs  of  the  terms  in  which 
it  is  conveyed — ‘  There  are  fpecu- 
lative  people  in  this  country,  who 
difapprove  of  the  fyftem  of  our  go¬ 
vernment  ;  and  there  mull  be  fuch 
men  as  long  as  the  land  is  free,  for 
it  is  of  the  very  effence  of  freedom, 
for  men  to  differ  upon  fpeculative 
points.’  Is  it  pofiible  to  conceive, 
that  it  fiiould  enter  into  the  imagi¬ 
nation  of  freemen  to  doubt  of  this 
truth  ?  The  inftarit  that  the  gene¬ 
ral  fenfe  of  the  people  fhall  quef- 
tion  this  truth,  and  that  opinion 
lhall  be  held  dependent  on  the  will 
of  minifters  and  magiftrates,  from 
that  moment,  I  fay,  I  date  the 
extinction  of  our  liberties  as  a  peo¬ 
ple*.” 

“  Now  this,  fir,”  continued  he, 
ci  is  the  crifis  which  I  think  fo  truly 
alarming.  We  are  come  to  the 
moment,  when  the  queftion  is. 
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whether  wfc  fliall  give  to  tlie  king, 
that  is,  to  the  executive  govern¬ 
ment,  complete  power  over  our 
thoughts  ;  whether  we  are  to  re- 
fign  the  exercife  of  our  natural  fa¬ 
culties  to  the  rciniflet  s  for  the  time 
being  ;  or  whether  we  fliall  main¬ 
tain,  that  in  England  no  man  is 
criminal,  but  by  the  commiffion  of 
overt  adds  forbidden  by  the  law. 
This  I  call  a  crifis  more  imminent 
and  tremendous  than  any  that  the 
hi  dory  of  this  country  ever  exhi¬ 
bited.  I  am  not  fo  ignorant  oi  the 
prefent  date  of  men’s  minds,  and 
of  the  ferment  artfully  created,  as 
not  to  know  that  I  am  now  advan¬ 
cing  an  opinion  likely  to  be  unpo¬ 
pular.  It  is  not  the  iirfl  time  that 
I  have  incurred  the  fame  hazard. 
But  I  am  as  ready  to  meet  the  cur¬ 
rent  of  popular  opinion  now  run¬ 
ning  in  favour  of  thofe  high  lay 
doctrines,  as  in  the  year  1783  I 
waste  meet,  the  oppofke  torrent, 
when  it  was  laid,  that  I  wifhed  to 
facrifice  the  people  to  the  crown. 

I  will  do  now  as  I  did  then-— I  will 
add  againft  the  cry  of  the  moment, 
in  the  confidence  that  the  reflection 
of  the  people  will  bear  me  out*.” 

Mr.  Fox  then  noticed  the  incon- 
fidency  of  complaining  that  pam¬ 
phlets  of  a  feditious  nature  were  cir- 
•  culat ed,  when  thefe  pamphlets  had 
-not  been  fupprefled  by  a. court  of 
law.  That,  he  afferted,  was  the 
proper  and  effectual  means  of  fup- 
p  re  ding  them ;  not  by  erecting 
every  man  into  an  ii^quifitpr,  a 
judge,  a  fpy,  and  an  informer. 

One  extreme. added  he,  u  na¬ 
turally  leads  to  another.  Thofe 
tv  ho  dread  republicanifm  '-fly  for 
fhelter  to  the  crown.  Thofe  who 
defire  reform,  and  are  calumniated, 
are  driven  by  defpair  to.  republican- 
ifrn.  And  this  is  the  evil  that  I 
.  dread.  Thefe  are  the  extremes  into 
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Which;  thefe  violent  agitations  hurry 
the  people,  to  the  gradual  decreafe 
of  that  middle  order  of  men  who 
dread  as  much  republicanifm  on  the 
one  hand,  as  they  do  defpotifrn  on 
the  other.  That  middle  order  of 
men,  who  have  hitherto  preferred 
to  this  country  all  that  is  dear  in 
life,  I  am  forry  to  fay  it,  is  daily 
leffening ;  but  permit  me  to  fay, 
that  while  my  feeble  voice  conti¬ 
nues,  it  fliall  not  be  totally  ex¬ 
tinct  ;  there  fliall  at  lead  be  one 
man  who  will,  in  this  ferment  of 
extremes,  preferve  the  centre  point. 
I  may  be  abufed  by  one  fide,  I  may 
be  libelled  by  the  other;  I  may  be 
branded  at  one  and  the  fame  time 
with  the  terms  of  firebrand  and 
luke-warm  politician  ;  but  though 
1  love  popularity,  and  own  that 
there  is  no  external  reward  fo  dear 
to  me  as  the  good  opinion  and  con¬ 
fidence  of  my  fellow-citizens,  yet 
no  temptation  of  fuch  complacency 
fhall  ever  induce  me  to  join  any  af- 
fociation  that  has  for  its  object  a 
change  in  the  bafis  of  our  conftitu- 
tion,  or  an  extenlion  of  any  of 
thofe  bafes  beyond  the  juft  propor¬ 
tion.  I  will  ftand  in  the  gap,  and 
oppofe  myfelf  to  all  the  wild  pro¬ 
jects  of  a  new-fangled  theory,  as 
much  as  againld  the  monftrous  ini¬ 
quity  of  exploded  .doctrines.  I 
think  the  latter  is  more  our  pre¬ 
lent  danger  than  the  former.  I 
fee  not  merely  in  the  panic  of  the 
timorous,  but  in  the  adds  of  the  de- 
fignin'g,  caufe  for  alarm,  againfl  the 
mod  abhorrent  dodtrinesj'.” 

In  purfuing  this^idea,-  Mr.  Fox 
animadverted  upon  feme  publica¬ 
tions  of  a  very  abfurd  and  difgrace- 
Ful  kind,  whichdiad  been  circulated 
by  Mr.  Reeves’s  affoeiation,  In 
-  fpeaking  of  the.  calling  out  of  the 
militia,-  he  obferved — “  When  I 
firfl  heard  that  the  militia  re 
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called  ofit,  I  felt  more  anxiety  and 
confternation  than  ever  poffeffed  my 
inind.  I  thought  that  certainly  they 
had  heard  of  fome  a£lual  infurrec- 
tion,  or  impending  invafion.  But 
when  I  heard  that  they  were  not  call¬ 
ed  out  to  enable  minifters  to  fend  the 
troops  to  any  diftant  part,  to  Ire¬ 
land,  or  to  Scotland  {where  they 
might  know  of  diftiirbances,  though 
I  did  not),  but  that  troops  were  af- 
fembling  round  London,  I  firmly 
believed  the  whole  to  be  a  fraud  ; 
for  I  have  friends  iri  and  about 
London,  as  intelligent,  as  vigilant, 
as  much  interefted  in  the  tranquil¬ 
lity  of  the  metropolis,  as  the  right 
honourable  magi  Urate ;  and  I  was 
confident  that  an  infurredlion  could 
not  actually  exift  in  London  with¬ 
out  being  known.  I  pronounced  it  in 
my  own  mind  to  be  a  fraud,  and  I 
pronounce  it  here  to  be  fo.  I  am 
not  given  to  make  light  affertions  in 
this  houfe,  nor  do  I  defire  to  re¬ 
ceive  implicit  belief.  I  deprecate 
confidence  on  my  bare  affertion. 
On  the  contrary,  I  ftate,  that  I 
believe  this  pretext  to  be  a  fraud, 
and  I  entreat  you  to  inquire,  that 
you  may  afcertain  the  truth.  I 
know  that  there  are  focieties  who 
have  indulged  themfelves,  as  I 
think,  in  filly  and  frantic  fpecula- 
tions,  and  who  have  publifhedtoafts, 
&c.  that  are  obje&ionable ;  but  that 
there  is  any  infurre&ion,  or  that 
any  attempt  was  making  to  over¬ 
throw  the  conftitution,  I  deny. 
Now  if  this  affertion  of  minifters  be 
a  falfehood,  is  it  an  innocent  falfe- 
hood  ?  Are<|he  people  of  this  coun¬ 
try  playthings  in  the  hsnds  of  mi- 
nifters,  that  they  may  frighten  them 
and  difturb  them  at  pieafure  ?  Are 
they  to  treat  them  as  fome  weak,  jea- 
lous-pated,  and  capricious  men  treat 
their  wives  and  miftreffes — alarm 
them  with  falfe  {lories,  that  they 
may  cruelly  feaff  on  the  torture  of 
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their  apprehenfionS,  and  delight  in 
the  fufceptibility  that  drowns  them 
in  tears?  Have  they  no  better  en¬ 
joyment  than  to  put  forth  falfe 
alarms,  that  they  know  may  draw 
from  the  people  tile  foothing  ex- 
preffions  of  agitated  loyalty?  Or 
do  they  think  that  thefe  expref- 
fions,  generoully,  readily  made,  in 
favour  of  the  king,  whom  the  peo¬ 
ple  rationally  love,  may  extend  in 
its  influence  to  all  the  perfons  who 
are  near  his  throne  ?  Indulging  in 
this  palfion,  they  may  keep  us  in- 
ceffantly  in  the  tumult  of  apprehen- 
fion,  until  at  lad  they  fo  habituate 
the  mind  to  dread  the  evil  in  this 
quarter,  as  to  look  for  it  in  no 
other,  or  to  ftun  it  by  repeated 
fhocks  of  fi6lion  into  an  infenfibi- 
lity  of  real  attack*.” 

In  commenting  upon  that  part 
of  his  majefty’s  fpeech  which  indi¬ 
cated  the  apprehenfion  of  a  war, 
Mr.  Fox  afferted,  that  there  never 
was  a  period  when  this  country 
had  fo  much  reafon  to  wifii  for 
peace  ;  there  never  was  a  period 
fo  little  favourable  to  a  rupture 
with  France,  or  with  any  power. 
He  inftanced  feveral  cafes  in  which 
negociation  had  prevented  a  war, 
and  afked  why  we  now  difdained  to 
negociate  ? — Becaufe  we  had  no 
minifter  at  Paris  ?  And  why  had  we 
no  minifter  ?  Becaufe  France  is  a 
republic  !  And  fo  we  are  to  pay  in 
the  blood  and  treafure  of  the  people 
for  a  pundtilio !  He  then  noticed 
the  pretext  for  the  difpfite,  the 
opening  of  the  Scheldt — u  I  can¬ 
not  believe,”  faid  Mr.  Fox,  “  that 
fuch  an  objeft  can  be  the  real  caufe. 
I  doubt  even  if  a  war  on  this  pre¬ 
text  would  be  undertaken  'with 
the  approbation  of  the  Dutch. 
What  was  the  conduct  of  the 
French  themfelves  under  their  de¬ 
praved  old  ^ftem  ?  The  emperor 
threatened  to  open  the  Scheldt  in 
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1786.  Did  the  French  go  to  war 
with  him  inftantly  to  prevent  it  ? 
No.  They  opened  a  negotiation, 
and  prevented  it  by  interfering  with 
their  good  offices.”  Mr.  Fox  de¬ 
li  red  to  put  it  ferioufly  to  the  con¬ 
ference  and  honour  of  gentlemen  to 
fay,  if  they  were  not  aiding  the  ob¬ 
ject  of  republicans  and  levellers ,  if 
they  agreed  to  plunge  the  country 
headlong  into  a  war,  before  due  in¬ 
quiries  were  made,  and  all  rational 
means  taken  to  obviate  the  effects 
which  were  apprehended  ? 

Mr.  Fox  concluded  by  recom¬ 
mending,  as  the  certain  means  of 
appealing  all  difeontents  among  the 
people,^  the  removal  of  all  actual 
and  acknowledged  grievances  ;  and 
deprecated  the  indecent  hafte  of 
committing  themfelves  to  affertions' 
of  an  exifting  infurredlion,  till  ri¬ 
gorous  inquiry  fhould  be  made, 
where  it  was  to  be  found.  He  en¬ 
treated  parliament  to  avoid  involv¬ 
ing  the  people  in  the  calamity  of  a 
war,  without  coolly  reflecting  on 
Its  neceffity.  He  moved  an  amend¬ 
ment  on  the  addrefs,  which  Amply 
pledged  the  houfe  for  an  inquiry 
into  the  fadts  Hated  in  his  majefly’s 
fpeech, 

Mr.  Windham  thought  it  necef- 
fary  to  apologize  for  voting  on  this 
occafion  u  with  thofe  whofe  mea- 
fares  he  had  uniformly  and  confcien - 
tioifly  reprobated.”  In  the  year 
.3784,  on  the  acceffion  of  the  pre- 
fent  miniftry  to  office,  moil  uncon- 
ftitutional  meafures  had  been  adopt¬ 
ed,  the  moft  unconftitutional  prin¬ 
ciples  maintained  ;  and  the  mini- 
•fter-s  had  pretty  uniformly  adhered 
to  the  fyflem  on  which  they  came 
into  power:  nay,  he  was  of  opinion 
that  to  thefe  proceedings  we  might 
aferibe  the  evils  of  our  prefent  fitu- 
ation. ,  Notwithftanding  all  this,  he 
meant  now  to  give  a  vote  in  their 
favour. 

He  afferted  that  there  were  feri- 
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ous  and  well-founded  alarms.-— 
Could  a  man  enter  his  own  houfe, 
or  could  he  walk  into  a  fleld,  with¬ 
out  obferving  this  ?  If  a  man  con¬ 
fined  himfelf  in  one  room  of  his  own 
houfe,  he  would  know  no  more  of 
what  was  going  on  in  another,  than 
he  would  know  of  what  was  going 
.  on  in  another  country.  He  appealed 
to  the  houfe,  whether  there  was  not 
a  general  alarm  through  the  whole 
country.  It  was  notorious  that 
there  had  been,  and  was  now,  a  con- 
ftant  communication  between  per- 
fons  in  Paris  and  perfons  in  Lon¬ 
don.  The  moft  pernicious  pam¬ 
phlets  were  gratuitoufly  diftributed. 
This  was  not  all — -they  proceeded 
.with  the  folemnity  of  an  path  (Here 
Mr.  Windham  was  interrupted  by 
the  cry  of  Prove,  prove  !). — He 
faid  he  had  heard  long  ago  the 
truth  of  what  he  had  juft  Hated, 
from  very  unqueftionable  authori¬ 
ty,  an  honourable  member  of  that 
houfe  ;  but  the  fad  was  not  of  much 
confequence . 

The  whole  plan  was  fupported 
by  a  purfe,  which  he  believed  was 
made  up  in  France.  On  putting 
thefe  works  of  fedition  into  the 
hands  of  the  labourer,  they  always 
told  him  they  were  intended  for 
his  inflruCtion.  He  could  not  fee 
the  harm  of  preventing  all  endea¬ 
vours  to  explain  to  a  poor  illiterate 
fellow,  whofe  extent  of  powers 
was  but  barely  adequate  to  the 
talk  of  procuring  food  for  his  own 
fubfiftence,  points  which  had  di¬ 
vided  the  opinions  of  the  ablefl: 
writers.  He  faw  no  great  lofs  to  fo¬ 
ci  ety  from  putting  an  end  to  public- 
houfe  political  clubs,  and  ale-houfe 
debates  on  politics;  in  fhort,  no  rea- 
fon  why  they  fhould  not  be  fuppreff- 
ed.  Next  came  the  queftion,  Where 
will  you  draw  the  line- — whom  will 
you  take  up — and  whom  will  you 
iliffer  to  pafs  by  ?  or  (hall  no  man 
give  his  opinion  upon  the  conftitu- 
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tion  ?  He  laid,  this  he  could  not  de¬ 
termine  ;  but  be  would  call  that 
treafon  in  duodecimo,  which  was 
innocent  in  quarto. 

With  regard  to  the  combined  ar¬ 
mies  that  marched  againft  France, 
he  believed  their  motives  were  good, 
and  therefore  he  wifhed  them  fuc- 
cefs  ;  and  fo  he  fhould,  had  their 
motives  been  ever  fo  bad.  He  had 
been  told  that  no  country  ought  to 
intermeddle  with  the  internal  af¬ 
fairs  of  another :  this  might  be 
true  in  a  limited  fenfe,  but  he  could 
conceive  many  inftances  in  which  it 
ought  to  be  departed  from.  He 
then  noticed  the  proceedings  of  the 
French  with  refpedf  to  the  king  of 
Sardinia,  and  at  Geneva,  and  ob- 
ferved,  that  they  had  entirely  de¬ 
parted  from  their  famous  maxim — 

“  That  France  abandoned  for  ever 
all  ideas  of  foreign  conquelt.”  He 
concluded  by  giving  his  approba¬ 
tion  to  minilters  for  having  called 
out  the  militia - 

Mr.  Grey  regretted  the  necef- 
fity  he  was  under  of  oppofing  the 
honourable  gentleman  who  had 
fpoken  laft,  while  he  fupported  an 
adminiflration,  whofe  uniform  bad 
conduct  was  aggravated  by  their  pre- 
fent  meafures.  The  dangerous  fi- 
t  nation  of  the  country  refulted  not 
from  combinations  ofrepublicans  and 
levellers,  who  were  certainly  few  in 
number,  and  in  no  rlefpedt  popular 
or  refpedfable,  but  from  the  mea¬ 
fures  of  minifters,  “  who  had 
fhaken  the  pillars  of  the  public  fe- 
curity,  and  threatened  our  com¬ 
merce  with  the  moil  fatal  confe- 
quences  from  a  war,” 

The  honourable  gentleman  (Mr. 
Windham)  had  not  made  a  dif- 
tindlion  between  alarm  and  danger. 
He  had  miftaken  his  own  appre* 
henfions  for  the  danger  of  which 
he  was  afraid.  Mr.  Grey  proceed¬ 
ed  to  ridicule  the  tremendous  ef- 
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fedts  which  were  apprehended  from 
the  writings  of  Thomas  Paine.  He 
was  no  friend,  he  faid,  to  Paine’s 
dodlrines;  but  Hill  “  he  confider- 
ed  the  rights  of  man  as  the  foun¬ 
dation  of  every  government,  and 
thofe  who  flood  out  againft  thofe 
rights,  as  confpirators  againft  the 
people.” 

Into  the  queftion  of  a  war  with 
France  he  fhould  not  enter  ;  he 
fhould  only  remark,  (C  that  a  heavy 
refpon  Ability  mufl  fall  upon  mini* 
fters,  if  they  did  not  take  every  pof- 
fible  precaution  to  avert  this  cala¬ 
mity.”  He  defired  that  the  whole 
of  the  conduct  of  minifters  might 
be  attended  to  on  this  occafioa, 
“  On  the  2 1  ft  of  May  they  had 
iffued  a  proclamation  againft  fedi- 
tious  writings,  which,  as  it  was  par- 
ticularly  underftood  to  be  directed 
againft  Paine’s  publication,  had 
excited  a  curiofity  with  refpedt  to 
that  work,  where  formerly  it  was 
not  known.  During  the  fummer 
nothing  more  had  been  heard,  no 
prudent  precaution  had  been  taken. 
The  retreat  of  the  duke  of  Brunf- 
wick,  which  he,  along  with  his 
honourable  friend,  as  well  as  every 
friend  of  freedom,  confidered  as. 
matter  of  joy  and  exultation,  had 
indeed  thrown  them  into  confufion ; 
Fill  however  they  left  matters  to  be 
regulated  by  chance ;  nothing  was 
heard,  but  of  Mr.  Pitt  enjoying 
the  fweets  of  his  new  office,  and 
Mr.  Dim  das  in  Scotland  reaping 
tire  fruits  of  his  well-earned  popu¬ 
larity.  All  at  once,  on  the  ill  of 
December,  London  was  furround- 
ed  with  troops ;  the  duke  of  Rich¬ 
mond  threw  himfelf  into  that  poll 
of  danger  the  Tower ;  an  alarm 
was  excited,  of  which  neither  the 
objedl  nor  the  caufe  could  be  difeo- 
vered*.” 

Mr.  Grey  concluded,  by  com¬ 
paring' thefe  proceedings  to  the  ce- 
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iefcrated  dclufion  of  the  “  popifh 
plot5’  in  the  reign  of  Charles  IL 

Mi*,  fecretary  Dundas  warmly- 
attacked  Mr.  Fox  on  his  fenti- 
inents  in  favour  of  free  political  dif¬ 
cuffion,  while  he  could  not  forget 
that  he  had  warmly  concurred  with 
the  attorney  general  in  inftituting 
a  profeciition  again  it  a  libel  relative 
to  the  trial  of  Mr.  Haftings. 

He  faid,  the  lower  clafles  of  peo¬ 
ple  had  been  taught  not  to  expeft 
a  remedy  of  their  grievances  from 
the  conftitution  ;  they  had  been 
impreffed  with  ideas  of  liberty  and 
equality,  not  flowing  from  the  pri¬ 
vileges  of  the  conftittition  ;  they 
had  been  taught  to  afpire  at  an 
equal  {hare  in  the  legillative  go¬ 
vernment  ;  an  agrarian  law  was 
alfo  familiarly  talked  of  among  the 
common  people,  a  phrafe  which  it 
is  evident  they  muff  have  borrowed 
from  fome  other  fource. 

Mr,  Dundas  confeffed,  that  he 
loved  popularity,  and  that  the  odi¬ 
um  created  againfl:  him  among  his 
countrymen,  from  whatever  pre¬ 
tence,  had  afforded  him  a  very 
difagreeable  fenfation.  The  ques¬ 
tion  of  parliamentary  reform,  he 
faid,  was  no  doubt  in  itfelf  a 
fair  fubjeCl  of  difcuffion,  and 
might  with  great  propriety  be 
taken  up  when  the  difcuffion 
would  be  attended  with  no  mif- 
chief.  But  under  this  pretext  or 
reform  a  variety  of  topics  had  been 
urged,  tending  to  excite  difcontents 
in  the  minds  of  the  people :  the 
example  of  France  had  been  held 
out  for  imitation,  not  only  with 
regard  to  their  object,  but  with 
regard  to  the  means  of  attaining 
it :  and  the  national  convention 
tbemfelves  had  ihewn  themfelves 
difpofed  to  countenance  every  com¬ 
plaint  of  grievances  from  the  dif- 
contented  and  factious  of  this  coun¬ 
try,  as  appeared  from  their  having 


received  deputations  and  addreffes 
from  various  fo'cieties. 

With  refpecff  to  the  French,  he 
faid,  it  was  evident  that  the  object 
they  had  in  view  was  the  aggran- 
difement  of  their  ‘dominions,,  and 
the  eftabliffiment  of  their  own  go¬ 
vernment.  On  the  2Gthof  Novem¬ 
ber  an  intention  had  been  firft  an¬ 
nounced  on  the  part  of  the  French 
to  open  the  Scheldt ;  the  meafures 
of  miniliry  had  been  adopted  a  few 
days  after  receiving  this  informa¬ 
tion,  and  parliament  was  now  met 
on  the  13th  of  December.  He  re¬ 
ferred  to  the  treaties  which  effa- 
blilhed  the  right  of  the  Dutch  to 
keep  the  Scheldt  {hut ;  this  right 
went  as  fhr  back  as  the  treaty  of 
Munffer,  and  was  particularly  con¬ 
firmed  by  that  of  1785,  ig  which 
the  French  themfelves  acted  as  gua¬ 
rantees.  The  intereft  and  honour 
of  this  country,  he  faid,  equally  re¬ 
quired  that  we  fnould  protect  Hol¬ 
land  on  this  occafion,  and  convince 
it,  that  it  was  happier  to  be  connect¬ 
ed  with  Great  Britain  than  with 
any  other  power.  Mr.  Dundas 
jultified  the  calling  out  of  the  mi¬ 
litia,  by  relating  fome  inftances  of 
mobs  at  Dundee,  Perth,  and  Aber¬ 
deen.  He  begged  to  be  excufed 
from  entering  into  the  fubjeCt  of 
Ruffia  and  Poland,  otherwise  thart 
to  oblerve,  that  if  there  had  not 
been  fuch  a  divifion  in  that  houfe 
on  the  fubjeCt  of  the  Ruffian  war, 
Poland  would  have  efcaped  her  pre- 
fent  fate. 

Mr.  Fox  rofe  to  explain.  He 
faid  he  had  never  laid  it  down  as  a 
principle  that  libels,  but  only  that 
fpeculative  opinions  on  government, 
ought  not  to  be  profecuted.  On 
the  fubjeCt  of  Poland  hp  was  ready 
at  any  time  to  meet  the  right  ho¬ 
nourable  gentleman  in  difcuffion. 

Mr.  Sheridan  faid,  that  as  the 
right  honourable  fecretary  had  call- 
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cd  upon  every  member  to  declare 
his  political  creed,  he  could  not  be 
wholly  filent.  The  right  honoura¬ 
ble  fecretary  had  hated  as  a  great 
acquifition,  the  declarations  that 
had  been  made  of  attachment  to 
the  conftitution.  Till  the  procla¬ 
mation  was  ifTned,  that  attachment 
had  never  been  called  in  queftion  ; 
and  he  believed  there  never  exifted 
a  conftitution  fo  dear  to  the  gene¬ 
rality  of  the  people.  He  defcribed 
the  fpeech  from  the  throne,  as  the 
minifters  preferring  a  bill  of  indict¬ 
ment  again  ft  the  people.  That 
bill  was  not  a  true  one  ;  if  there 
were  any  perfons  in  this  country 
who  wifhed  to  overturn  the  confti- 
tution,  their  numbers  were  as  final  1 
-  &s  their  defigns  were  deteftable.  Mi¬ 
nifters  themfelves  had  created  the 
alarm ;  and  it  was  the  duty  of  that 
honfe,  before  they  proceeded,  to 
go  into  an  inquiry  into  the  grounds 
of  that  alarm.  The  right  honour¬ 
able  fecretary  had  produced  an  ad- 
drefs  to  the  French  convention, 
faid  to  be  ligned  by  5000  perfons, 
but  which  had  unfortunatelv  got 

v  c> 

only  one  name  affixed  to  it  ;  and 
fome  others  of  tile  addrtffes  had 
been  no  more  than  a  clumfy  joke 
upon  the  convention,  as  no  fuch  fo- 
cieties  as  thofe  pretended  at  Ro- 
chefter,  &c.  exifted.  The  formida¬ 
ble  band  of  republicans  turned  out 
to  be  men  in  buckram.  He  ridi¬ 
culed  with  lingular  humour  the  fup- 
pofed  neceffity  of  bringing  foldiers 
into  the  metropolis,  and  fortifying 
the  T  ower,  becaufe  there  had  been 
a  riot  at  Dundee  in  Scotland  !  As 
to  the  complaints  of  the  right  ho¬ 
nourable  fecretary  of  thofe  who  en¬ 
deavoured  to  deprive  him  of  his  po¬ 
pularity  in  Scotland,  if  he  wifhed 
to  know  who  the  ptrfon  was  that 
had  deprived  him  of  his  popularity, 
it  was  no  other  than  Mr.  fecretary 
Dundas  himfelf. 

5 


Upon  the  fubjeFt  of  the  expe^fe- 
ed  war ;  he  fnould  vote  that  Eng- 
lifh  minifter  to  be  impeached,  who 
fhould  enter  into  a  war  for  the 
purpofe  of  re-eftablifhing  the  for¬ 
mer  defpotifm  in  France,  or  fhould 
dare  in  inch  a  caufe  to  fpend  one 
guinea,  or  fhed  one  drop  of  blood. 
He  could  not  eonfider  the  opening 
of  the  Scheldt  as  a  fufficient  ground 
for  war;  nor  did  he  believe  that  the 
Dutch  themielves  would  on  fuch  an 
account  apply  to  this  country  for 
its  hoftile  interference,  “  unlefs 
they  had  previoufly  received  in- 
ilrudlions  for  that  purpofe.” 

Mr.  Thomas  Grenville  faid,  he 
fnould  vote  for  the  amendment, 
though  he  had  approved  of  the 
proclamation  ;  but  all  the  advan¬ 
tages  had  fully  refulted  from  that 
noeafure  which  he  expedled,  and 
the  fpirit  of  fedition  had  been  fully 
met  by  the  fpirit  of  loyalty  in  the 
people.  Nothing  had  been  men¬ 
tioned  to  him  that  appeared  by 
any  means  equivalent  to  an  infur- 
re  dl  ion,  or  fufficient  to  juftify  the 
prefent  meafures.  He  had  only 
one  word  to  fay  on  the  condudl  of 
government  with  refpedf  to  the 
French.  The  fyftem  of  neutrality, 
which  had  hitherto  been  adopted, 
had  met  with  the  moil  perfedt  ap¬ 
probation  of  the  people,  and  be 
trailed  minifters  would  not  lightly 
depart  from  it. 

Mr.  Burke,  in  adefultory  fpeech, 
compared,  the  fuppofed  plots  a- 
gainft  the  conftitution  to  the  gun¬ 
powder  ptc*.  He  faid  he  was  not  a 
defender  of  miniftry  or  of  oppofi- 
tion.  Recurring  to  the  affairs  of 
France  (an  idea  which  appears  to 
be  always  predominant  in  hismina), 
he  faid,  no  true  liberty  gifted-  in 
that  country,  where  a  baftille  was 
eredfed  in  every  parifh.  If  French 
principles  fhould  be  introduced  in¬ 
to  this  country,  we  fhould  not  on- 
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Fy  ldfe  king,  lords  and  commons'*1 , 
but  even  our  property  and  our 
wives. 

To  prove  that  there  exifted  a 
confpiracy  in  this  country,  he  read 
an  addrefs  p'refented  to  the  convene 
tion  from  the  cofiftitlitiond'  focie- 
ty,  with  1000  pair  of  {hoes.  The 
French,  he  added,  had  declared, 
war  againft  all  kings,  and  confe- 
quently  againil  this  country  if  it 
had  a  king.  The  queftion  was 
not  now,  whether  we  fhould  addrefs 
the  throne,  but  whether  we  fhould 
have  a  throne  at  all-  With  much 
fimilar  reafoning^  Mr.  Burke  con¬ 
cluded  by  ad-viling  that  we  fhould 
immediately  interpofe  to  Hop  the 
career  of  the  French. 

•  Mr.  Anllruther  declared  his  full 
belief  that  the  alarm  which  had 
been  excited  was  not  groundlefs^ 
and  colonel  Hartley  tellified  his 
full  confidence  in  minifters. 

Mr.  Hulfey  faid,  there  had  been 
no  riot  at  Salifbury,  as  was  errone- 
oufly  afferted  ;  and  colonel  Macleod 
faid,  the  riot  at  Dundee,  which 
was  made  into  fo  ferious  an  affair, 
was  merely  .the  diverfion  of  a  few 
"boys,  none  of  them  above  i6,  who  “ 
had  met  together  to  play  at  the 
game  of  planting  the  tree  of  li¬ 
berty- 

Mr.  Erfkine  noticed  the  very 
different  reprefentation  which  Mr. 
Burke  had  made  of  the  Hate  of 
France  in  his  fpeech  of  that  night, 
from  what  he  had  done  in  his  .ce¬ 
lebrated  pamphlet.  That  nation, 
which  he  had  then  placed  in  fo  con¬ 
temptible  a  point  of  view,  and  to 
which  he  had  predicted  nothing 
but  calamity  and  difgrace.,  he  now 
defcribed  as  extending  her  con¬ 
quers,  and  as  formidable  to  all 
Europe.  Fie  recommended  to  go¬ 
vern  the  people  by  their  affections, 
and,  inflead  of  loading  them  with 


abufe  and  calumny,  to  meet  their 
complaints,  to  redrefs  their  griev¬ 
ances,  and  remove  the  grounds  of 
their  apprehenfions. 

On  a  divifion,  there  appeared 
For  the  addrefs  290 
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The  chancellor  of  the  exche¬ 
quer,  who  on  the  death  of .  lord 
Guildford  had  accepted  of  the  war- 
denfhip  of  the  Cinque  ports,  a  fi- 
necure  of  4,oool.  per  annum,  was 
abfent  at  Cambridge,  fecuring  his 
re-tledlion  there,  during  the  firft 
days  of  the  feflion. 

In  the  Lords  the  oppofition  ex¬ 
perienced  the  fame  unaccountable 
defection  of  their  friends  as  in  the 
commons.  The  addrefs  was  moved 
by  the  earl  of  Hardwicke,  who  in 
a  temperate  and  conciliatory  fpeech 
defended  the  conducl  o,f  minifters. 
That  there  were  certain  ill-difpofed 
perfons,  who  would  wifh  to  dif- 
turb  the  government,  he  faid,  could 
not  be  doubted  ;  and  therefore  the 
calling  out  of  the  militia  was  jufti- 
fiable,  becaufe  they  were  a  body 
whofe  zeal  for  the  conftitution 
could  always  be  relied  on.  The 
aftembling  of  parliament,  was  alfo 
a  defirable  meafure,  becaufe  it  was 
proper  that  the  proceedings  of  mi¬ 
nifters  fhould  receive  the  fandtiort 
of  the  great  council  of  the  nation. 

He  fpoke  in  high  terms  of  the 
wifdom  of  minifters,  obferving  a 
Uriel  neutrality  with  refpedl  to 
France.  A  revolution  in  that  go¬ 
vernment  was  natural  aijd  neceiTary ; 
and  he  had  rejoiced  in  the  idea, 
that  a  conftitution  was  afterwards 
likely  to  be  formed,  and  one  that, 
had  it  taken  place,  he  doubted  not 
might  ultimately  have  been  benefi¬ 
cial  to  the  interefts  of  this  country. 


*  If  the  commons  of  England  are  extirpated,  where  are  the  people  i 

c3 


«  He 


l 


22 


BRITISH  AND 


v  He  was  decidedly  of  Opinion  that 
qvc  ought  not  to  interfere  with  the  in¬ 
ternal  affairs  of  that  kingdom,  and 
it  had  been  prudently  avoided. 5? 
He  was  forry  to  add,  however, 
that  all  his  hopes  of  feeing  the  con- 
ftitution  eftablifhed,  had  entirely 
vanifhed  ;  and  alfo  that  the  French 
appeared  to  purfue  a  fyftemof  con- 
queft  and  aggrandisement  contrary 
to  all  their  profeluons.  He  then 
enumerated  their  aggreffjons  in  Sa¬ 
voy,  Nice,  Geneva,  &c.  ;  and  en¬ 
forced  the  neceffity  of  preferving 
Holland  from  falling  into  their 
hands.  The  addrefs  was  feconded 
by  lord  Walfingbam. 

The  duke  of  Norfolk  expreffed 
his  loyalty  and  attachment  to  the 
conflitutiorj,  but  differed  from  the 
noble  earl  as  to  the  expediency  of 
calling  out  the  militia. 

“  The  fpeech,  he  laid,  hated  a 
defire  to  preferve  peace  ;  but  was 
war,  and  certainly  there  was  every 
appearance  of  war  at  prefent,  the 
way  to  preferve  peace  ?  With  re¬ 
gard  to  the  Scheldt,  that  was  not 
a  matter  properly  under  difeuf- 
fion  now,  and  therefore  he  would 
not  enter  into  it  farther  than  ds  a 
caufe  of  war ;  and  he  could  not 
help  remarking,  that  it  was  rather 
extraordinary  to  determine  on  go¬ 
ing  to  war  with  one  country  for  an 
interference  with  another,  when  we 
had  no  ambadador,  no  perfon  of 
any  description,  to  treat  with  that 
country,  to  remonftrate  on  the 
pondudt  at  which  we  were  difpleaf- 
ed : — fuch  he  would  fay  was  a  def- 
perate  war,  and  not  to  be  iufti- 
tied.” 

The  reafoning  of  the  duke  of 
Norfolk  was  forcibly  fupparted  by 
frhe  marquis  pf  Lanfdowne.  He 
fam,  that  having  np  information  of 
the  motives  of  minifters,  every  per¬ 
fon  was  left  to  his  judgment,  to 
guefs  what  they  might’  be.  If 
nnnifters  had  apprehenftons,  they 


ought  to  make  their  conduA  as 
clear  as  the  noon  day ;  but  this 
they  {corned  to  do,  for  in  their 
proceedings  there  was  no  day  at  all, 
all  was  darknefs  and  myfterious  fit 
lence.  '  / 

Ii  is  lordfhip  Fated  a  number  of 
cafes,  the  object  of  which  was  to 
prove  that  the  conduct  pf  all  great 
minifters  from  the  reign  of  Eliza¬ 
beth,  in  periods  of  difficulty  and 
danger,  was  diametrically  oppofite 
to  that  of  the  prefent.  His  lordr 
fhip  made  feveral  obfervations  rela¬ 
tive  to  the  Scheldt,  and  deprecated 
the  idea  of  a  war  on  that  account. 
He  concluded  by  fome  pointed  ani- 
madverfions  on  the  proceedings  of 
the  afiociation  at  the  Grown  and 
Anchor.  He  faid,  vhat  after  fearch-? 
ing  every  where,  it  was  evident 
that  the  motive  of  adminiftration 
was  warr  and  had  nothing  to  do 
with  infurredftion,  although  parliar 
ment  was  affembled  by  that  ma¬ 
noeuvre  j  and  he  muft  defire  them  tq 
take  care  how  they  plunged  the 
country  into  a  war. 

Lord  Grenville  defended  the  con¬ 
duit  of  adminiftration  in  calling  oup 
the  militia,  See, ;  and  in  fupport  of 
his  affertions  he  faid  he  held  in  hi§ 
hand  no  lefs  than  ten  addrefles,  pre- 
fented  to  the  national  convention  of 
France  by  fubjedts  of  this  country. 
He  made  feveral  obfervations  on  the 
anfwers  of  the  prefident  of  the  con¬ 
vention  to  thefe  addreftes,  for  the 
purpofe  of  fhe\ying,  that  though  hi$ 
ma  jelly  had  declared  his  neutrality 
with  refpedt  to  the  interior  tranf- 
ailions  of  France,  yet  the  French 
had  not  obferved  the  fame  rule  of 
conduct  with  refpeil  to  this  nation. 

Lprd  Stormont  remarked,  that 
minifters  might  have  forefeen  thefe 
events,  and  piepared  for  them  by  a 
Ihort  prorogation.  He  mentioned 
feveral  feditious  pamphlets  which, 
had  been  fold  for  twopence  a-piece, 
He  had  known  Condorcet  in  his 

happier 
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Happier  hours,  and  would  read  two 
paragraphs  from  a  paper  of  which  he 
was  the  editor.  The  firft  was  addreff- 
ed  to  the  Dutch,  in  which  he  faid 
that  true  liberty  would  never  be 
founded  on  the  bafts  of  reafon,  as 
long  as  the  earth  was  foiled  with 
kings  ;  the  next  was,  that  the  beams 
of  republican  truth  were  pervading 
the  breads  of  Englifhmen. 

Lord  Rawdon  (ftnce  earl  of  Moi¬ 
ra)  in  a  mo  ft  animated  fpeech  ar¬ 
gued  ftrenuoufly  againft  a  war,  and 
laid,  “it  was  the  caufe  of  admi- 
niftration  they  were  going  to  war 
for,  and  no  -other.”  He  approved 
of  the  French  revolution  as  origi¬ 
nally  juft,  though  he  detefted  the 
maffacres  which  they  had  lately 
committed.  He  mentioned  a  peti¬ 
tion  which  had  been  prefented  to  the 
king  by  the  roman  catholics  in  Ire¬ 
land  to  obtain  the  right  of  fuffrage 
in  elections.  He  thought  their  claim 
right  and  juft,  and  that  the  intereft 
of  th^  borough  jobbers  had  lain  like 
a  night-mare  upon  them,  and  always 
prevented  their  fuccefs* 

Earl  Stanhope  exprefled  his  ad¬ 
miration  of  the  Britifh  conftitution, 
but  was  convinced  that  no  nation 
or  individual  ought  to  interfere  in 
the  government  of  any  other  coun¬ 
try.  He  had  rejoiced  in  the  re¬ 
treat  of  the  duke  of  Brunfwick  ; 
and  when  noble  lords  talked  of 
maffacres,  they  fnould  turn  to  the 
duke  of  Brunfwick’s  manifeftoes, 
in  which  they  would  find,  that  he 
threatened  to  execute  military  law- 
on  half  a  million  of  people. 

Peace  at  home  and  peace  abroad, 
he  faid,  ought  to  be  the  with  of 
every  honeft  Engliihman.  The  ex¬ 
ecutive  government  ought  to  en¬ 
deavour  to  preferve  peace  and  con¬ 
fidence  at  home,  which  would  be 
belt  effected  by  a  readinefs  to  re¬ 
move  every  juft  caufe  of  complaint : 
an  unfuccefsful  war  would  have  the 
direct  contrary  effedt. 


The  marquis  of  Lanfdowne  rofe 
to  make  one  obfervation.  The 
pretext  for  war,  he  faid,  was  al* 
ways  eafy.  Louis  XIV.  made  war 
on  Holland  for  a  medal  which  that 
republic  had  caft  ;  and  lord  Claren¬ 
don  ftated,  that  this  country  had 
alfo  gone  to  war  with  the  State* 
General  “  becaufe  their  language 
was  harfh,  and  not  fit  for  the  po- 
lifhedlips  of  a  gentleman. 

The  earl  of  Carlifle  expreffed  his 
hopes  that  every  proper  method 
would  be  employed  to  avert  the  ca¬ 
lamities  of  war.  The  marquis 
Townfhend  and  lord  Portchefter 
declared  their  approbation  of  the 
conduct  of  minifters,  and  the  ad- 
drefs  was  voted  without  a  divifion. 

Thefe  debates  were  followed  ori 
the  Proceeding  day  by  another  in’ 
the  commons  not’lefs  interefting  to 
the  friends  of  their  country;  when, 
on  bringing  up  the  report  of  the 
addrefs,  Mr.  Fox  rofe  to  move  an 
amendment,  the  objeCt  of  which 
was  to  avert  the  calamities  of  war 
from  this  country. 

After  defending  himfelf  from  an 
imputation  which  had  been  caft 
upon  him,  of  attempting  to  inter¬ 
rupt  that  unanimity  which  prevail¬ 
ed  in  the  houfe,  he  adverted  to 
the  different  opinions  which  had 
been  held  refpedting  the  conduct  of 
minifters.  Some  gentlemen  had 
faid,  that  minifters  ought  fooner  to 
have  taken  the  alarm,  and  fooner 
interpofed  to  guard  againft  the  am¬ 
bitious  defigns  of  France.  He  alfo 
thought  that  they  ought  to  have 
armed  fooner,  but  not  for  the  pur- 
pofe  of  joining  the  general  confe¬ 
deracy  againft  France,  but  of  coun¬ 
teracting  it.  They  fhould  have 
armed  the  inftant  they  heard  that 
the  two  great  military  powers  of 
Germany  had  confederated  and  re- 
folved  to  enter  France ;  they  fhould 
have  oppofed  any  fuch  invafion, 
becaufe  it  rnuft  have  been  produc- 
C  4  tive 
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tive  of  great  injury  to  Britain,  and 
to  the  other  dates  of  Europe,  had 
it  been  attended  with  fuccels. 

It  had  been  urged  againft  him, 
that  from  his  conduCt  he  appeared 
not  to  be  an  enemy  to  the  aggran- 
difement  of  France,  becaufe  he 
would  not  content  to  an  immediate 
war  for  the  purpofe  of  oppofing  it. 
This  obfervation,  he  confefled,  had 
aftonifhed  him  not  a  little,  when  he 
heard  the  quarter  from  which  it 
came  (Mr.  Burke).  He  had  heard 
that  gentleman  fpeak  of  France  as 
rendered  incapable  by  the  revolution 
of  raifing  her  head,  or  giving  her 
neighbours  any  uneafinefs ;  as  a 
country  no  longer  to  be  found  up¬ 
on  the  map,  but  that  had  been  fwept 
aw^y,  and  left  a  great  chafm  in 
Europe. 

Mr.  Fox  faid,  he  was  certainly 
an  enemy  to  the  aggrandifement  of 
France,  but  in  oppofing  it  he 
would  take  care  to  have  juftice  on 
his  fide.  Had  he  been  miniiler 
when  Pruffia  and  Auftria  refolved  to 
invade  that  country,  he  would 
have  told  thofe  powers  they  had  no 
right  to  enter  France.  Had  this 
been  done,  the  Englifh  mud  have 
acquired  fuch  ail  influence  in  the 
councils  of  that  nation,  as  would 
have  completely  prevented  any  at¬ 
tack  upon  Holland. 

When  the  nation  was  about  to 
enter  on  a  war,  it  ought  alfo  to 
eonlider  well,  whether  the  minifters 
who  were  to  conduct  it  were  fuch 
as  were  likely  to  conduct  it  to  the 
advantage  of  the  country.  That 
the  prefent  minifters  were  of  that 
defcription,  no  perfon  would  con¬ 
tend  who  recollected  their  conduct 
in  the  bufinefs  of  Spain  and  of  Ruf- 
iia.  There  was  another  very  ma¬ 
terial  confideration,  whether  we 
could  trull  our  allies  ?  The  retreat 
of  the  duke  of  Brnnfwick  was  cer¬ 
tainly  a  very  myfterious  event  ;  and 
there  vvere  perrons  who  considered 
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that  retreat,  not  ns  the  effe&  of 
neceffity,  but  of  agreement.  On 
the  continuance,  therefore,  of  that 
prince’s  hoftility  to  France,  oi* 
of  his  hearty  co-operation  with 
England,  very  little  reliance  could 
be  placed.  Did  the  cafe  Hand  bet¬ 
ter  with  the  emperor  ?  It  was  ge¬ 
nerally  underftood  that  jealoulies, 
doubts,  and  mutual  diftrufts  exifted 
between  him  and  the  king  of  Pruf¬ 
fia  ;  and  there  were  reafons  why  he 
might  not  be  extremely  well  affedt- 
ed  towards  England  itfelf.  Holland 
was  to  be  the  oltenfible  caufe  of  the 
war ;  and  yet  it  was  well  known 
that  in  that  country  there  exifted  a 
very  confiderable  party  inimical  to 
the  ftadtholder,  and  confequently 
not  very  friendly  to  thofe  powers 
by  whom  alone  he  was  fupported. 

Mr.  Fox  in  conclufton  took  a 
view  of  the  internal  (late  of  the  Bri- 
tilh  dominions,  and  infilled,  that  if 
there  was  a  difcontented  party  in 
the  nation,  a  war  was  the  only 
means  of  rendering  them  powerful, 
by  increaiing  the  public  burthens, 
and  confequently  adding  weight  to 
the  principal  caufe  of  complaint." 
He  wi (lied,  therefore,  that  war 
fhould  be  avoided,  if  poffible  ;  that 
negotiation  fhould  precede  hofti¬ 
lity.  Pie  was  fully  aware  of  the 
arrogant  notions  of  minifters,  who 
perhaps  might  affedt  to  'difdain  to 
receive  an  envoy  from  the  French 
republic  ;  but,  if  this  was  the  cafe, 
he  w liked  minifters  fairly  to  avow 
it,  “  that  the  people  of  England 
might  fee  that  their  blood  and  trea- 
fure  were  to  be  facr diced  to  a  mere 
pundtilio.”  Gentlemen  fhould  re¬ 
collect,  that  it  was  once  fafhionable 
to  talk  of 44  a  vagrant  congrefs,”  of 
“  one  Hancock”  and  “  one  A- 
dans”  and  a  their  crew.” — But 
the  folly  of  this  language  had  been 
fufficiently  proved. 

He  then  moved  an  amendment 
to  the  addrefs — **  befeeching  his 
i  majelty 
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Tttajeftv  to  employ  every  means  charfis  Cloots,  in  wilhing  to  em- 
of  honourable  negotiation  for  the  brace  China,  Quebec,  Bulam,  in 
purpofe  of  preventing  a  war  with  Ihort  all  the  world,  in  the  confra- 
France.”  ternity  of  France,  which  he  faid 

The  motion  was  feconded  by  was  not  peculiar  to  him,  but  was 
Mr.  Sheridan.  He  faid,  he  did  it  alfo  entertained  by  all  the  mem- 
with  a  view  to  preferve  peace  if  bers  of  the  affembly.  This  Cloots, 
poffible,  and  avoid  a  war.  He  he  added,  “  was  an  old  acquaint- 
wifhed  that  the  people  of  England  ance  and  correfpondent  of  his  (Mr. 
fhould  fee  that  nothing  had  been  Burke’s),  beingfvery  refpeddably  in- 
omitted  to  preferve  them  from  the  troduced  to  him,  and  had  no  lmall 
calamities  of  a  war.  He  feared  that  (hare  in  producing  the  French  re- 
minifters  did  not  a£f  on  this  occa-  volution.” 

lion  without  refer ve  ;  What  made  The  republic  of  France  was  fnt 
him  fear  this  was  the  following  generis ,  and  bore  no  analogy  to  any 
palfage  in  the  king’s  fpeech —  other  that  ever  exifted  in  the  world  ; 
“  and  it  is  a  great  confolation  to  and  this  was  a  reafon  why  we 
me,  to  reflect  that  you  will  find  fhould  not  acknowledge  it.  He 
ample  refources  for  effectually  de-  knew  offinothing  to  which  this 
fraying  the  expence  of  a  vigorous  ftrange  republic  could  be  compared, 
preparation,  from  the  excels  of  the  but  the  fyftem  of  Mahomet,  who 
aCtual  revenue  beyond  the  ordinary  with  the  Koran  in  one  hand,  and  a 
expenditure.”  Mr.  Sheridan  faid,  /word  in  the  other,  held  out  the 
“  he  knew  there  was  no  fuch  ex-  former  to  the  acceptance  of  man- 
cefs and  therefore  he  feared  that  kind,  which  the  latter  compelled 
this  was  only  a  gentle  way  of  break-  them  to  adopt  as  their  creed.  “  He 
ing  to  the  people  the  demands  by  no  means  wifhed  to  hurry  the 
which  would  follow  for  ample  fup-  nation  into  a  war .  He  wanted  to 
plies.  make  the  people  fee,  that  France 

Mr.  Burke  oppofed  the  motion  had  really  declared  war  againfi: 
in  his  ufual  (train.  Suppofing  the  them,  and  that  the  two Jlates  might 
policy  of  a  negotiation,  he  afked,  ,  be  confidered  as  actually  engaged  in 
if  it  was  probable  that  France  it;  fince  France  had  palled  a'vari- 
would  come  to  any  reafonable  terms  ety  of  decrees,  every  one  of  which 
with  us  ?  Their  abominable  go-  might  fairly  be  confidered  as  a  de- 
vernment  had  not  yet  been  recog-  claration  of  war  againll  every  go- 
nized  by  any  other  power — and  vernment*.”  He  entreated  gen- 
what  was  the  peculiar  time  when  tlemen  to  take  warning  by  the  fate 
we  were  to  fend  an  ambalfador  to  of  the  duke  de  la  Rochefoucauk. 
them?  At  the  very  moment,  per-  That  nobleman  of  ancient  lineage 
haps,  when  the  mercilefs  favages  and  princely  fortune,  who  was 
had  their  hands  red  with  the  blood  adorned  with  every  virtue,  was  fe- 
ef  their  fovereign  ;  thus  giving  a  duced  by  the  arts  of  Condorcet  to 
currency  to  the  crime  of  regicide,  countenance  the  revolution.  He 
and  affording  a  prelude  to  the  mur-  was  veiled  with  a  high  office  under 
der  of  our  ov/n  fovereign.  '  the  new  conftitution,  and  becaufe 

‘  The  orator  next  proceeded  to  he  was  not  inclined  to  go  all  the 
notice  the  extravagance  of  Ana-  lengths  of  wicked'  men,  he  was 

■^If  this  is  a  fair  reprefentation  of  the  Hibernian  orator’s  difcourfe,  which  we  have  copied 
from  the  parliamentary  debates,  we  mult  leave  it  to  our  readers  to  make  out  the  fanity 
conMency  of  thefe  two  lalt  fentences.  / 


obliged 


BRITISH  AND 


*5 


obliged  to  fly  for  his  life  ;  he  was 
purfued,  and  in  the  midft  of  his 
own  tenants,  who  had  experienced 
the  bounty  and  munificence  of  his 
family,  was  forced  from  his  car¬ 
riage,  from  between  his  mother 
and  his  wife,  and  in  their  prefence 
inhumanly  butchered.” 

Mr.  Burke  concluded  by,  fome 
reflections  on  the  catholics  of  Ire¬ 
land,  and  by  enforcing  their  claim 
to  the  right  of  fuffrage. 

Mr.  Yorke  entered  into  a  furious 
and  abufive  inventive  againft  oppo¬ 
sition  ;  on  which  he  was  anfwered 
by  Mr.  Adam,  who  proceeded  to 
expofe  with  confiderable  ability  the 
pew  and  dangerous  doCtrine  incul¬ 
cated  by  Mr.  Burke — “  That  l'en- 
timent  and  paffion,  not  fafety  and 
fecurity,  were  to  operate  in  nati¬ 
onal  intercourfe.,,  He  faid,  it  was 
the  duty  of  all  the  governing  pow¬ 
ers  to  ufe  every  means  to  avert  the 
calamities  of  war  ;  and  above  all, 
never  to  allow  tafte  or  paffion  to  in¬ 
terfere  with  that  important  princi¬ 
ple  of  public  fafety.  Upon  this 
principle  all  wife  nations  had  a£ted 
at  all  times.  During  the  conteff  of 
the  red  and  white  rofes,  the  king 
de  fafio  in  this  country  had  been 
treated  with  as  well  as  the  king 
de  jure :  the  Netherlands,  when 
they  threw  off  the  yoke  of  Spain — 
the  Seven  United  Provinces— Crom¬ 
well —  had  ail  been  treated  with. 
Why  ?  Becaufe  that  affemblage  of 
men  called  the  nation,  whoever  or 
whatever  adrainiftered  their  affairs, 
became  formidable  to  neighbouring 
nations;  and  therefore  the  de  fa  dto 
governors  were  acknowledged,  ne¬ 
gotiations  entered  into,  and  wars 
averted,  by  the  wife  policy  of  con- 
fidering  the  fafety  of  the  ftate  as 
the  fupreme  law  ;  not  the  paffion, 
or  violence,  or  indignation  which 
might  actuate  individuals. 

Mr.  Adam  faid,  that  amidft  all 
the  momentous  and  alarming  cir- 
eumftances  of  the  nation  there  were 
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fome  which  gave  him  confolatioa* 
Among  thefe  he  accounted  the 
manly  and  glorious  ftand  made  by 
Mr.  Fox  againff  the  torrent  of  ex¬ 
aggerated  alarm ;  and  the  univer- 
fal  expreffion  of  attachment  to  the 
conffitution,  which  u  proved  the 
total  falfehood  of  aCtuai  mfurrec- 
tion.,> 

Inconclufion  Mr.  Adam  reverted 
to  the  particular  queftion  of  ne¬ 
gotiation. — Mr.  Burke  had  afked, 
what  hopes  there  were  of  fuccefs. 
This,  he  faid,  he  nor  no  man  could 
tell ;  but  it  could  as  little  be  faid 
that  there  were  none.  That  if  ft 
did  not  fecure  our  fuccefs  in  nego¬ 
tiation,  it  would  fecure  it  in  war; 
it  would  unite  every  hand  and  eve¬ 
ry  heart  in  that  {bill  ferious  but  in¬ 
evitable  calamity. 

Mr.  Dundas  defended  admini- 
ftration  for  not  having  mediated  on 
the  invafion  of  France  by  Auftria 
and  Pruffia.  He  admitted  that  the, 
fucceffesof  the  French  had  been  in¬ 
credibly  great  and  unaccountable. 
He  contended,  that  the  amendment 
propofed  went  to  throw  us  at  the 
feet  and  mercy  of  France.  In  a 
negotiation,  he  faid,  France  and 
England  would  not  meet  on  equal 
terms  ;  for  the  former  would  be  at 
liberty  to  approve  or  rejeCt,  and 
the  latter  would  be  tied  down  by  a 
refolution  of  the  houfe  to  nego¬ 
tiate.  He  noticed  the  emptinefs  of 
Dumourier’s  cheft,  and  the  ex- 
pences  daily  increaling ; '  comparing 
them  with  the  fituation  of  this 
country,  and  pronouncing  confi¬ 
dently,  that  the  war  muff  be  fuc - 
cefs  ful  and  glorious  if  we  were  com* 
pelled  to  enter  into  it. 

To  Mr.  Powys,  negotiation  with 
France  appeared  impoffible — To 
whom  was  an  ambaffador  to  be 
fent  ?  If  he  had  his  wifh,  he  would 
draw  a  line  round  France,  to  pre¬ 
vent  the  fpreading  of  her  infection, 
but  he  would  not  meddle  with  her* 
Mr.  Wilberforce  rofe,  he  faid, 

merely 
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merely  for  the  purpofe  of  prevent¬ 
ing  his  motives  being  miftaken  in 
the  vote  he  ftiould  give  again!!  the 
amendment ;  and  he  felt  it  the 
more  neceffary,  on  account  of  the 
language  which  was  held  by  many 
.of  the  gentlemen  with  whom  he 
fhould  concur  in  the  divifion.  Gen¬ 
tlemen  had  talked  as  if  it  behoved  all 
who  wifhed  for  peace  to  vote  for 
the  amendment. .  He  for  his  part 
fhould  vote  again!!  it,  not  as  be¬ 
ing  determined  for  war,  but  be- 
caufe  he  believed  the  amendment 
would  by  no  means  tend  to  peace. 
He  frankly  declared,  that  as,  at  all 
times,  war  ought  to  be  deprecated 
as  the  greateft  of  human  evils,  fo 
there  never  was  a  period  when 
it  appeared  more  likely  to  be  inju¬ 
rious  to  this  country  than  the  pre- 
fent.  He  could  not  feel  the  force 
of  the  argument  for  war,  from 
what  had  been  fuggefted^concern- 
jng  the  diftreffed  Hate  of  France, 
and  the  flourifhing  Hate  of  Great 
Britain.  He  preferred  to  the  a- 
mendment  the  language  of  the  ad- 
drefs,  which  plainly  declared  that 
the  houfe  of  commons  approved  of 
the  neutrality  his  majefty?s  mini- 
flers  had  hitherto  oblerved,  and  of 
their  determination  to  avoid  a  war 
if  pofhble ;  and  this  he  hoped 
would  be  the  conduct  of  admini- 
ftration. 

The  amendment  was  negatived 
tvithout  a  divifion. 

Mr.  Fox  was  not  difcouraged  by 
the  reception  which  his  propofed 
amendment  had  experienced,  but 
determined  to  make  one  effort 
more,  if  poffible  to  preferve  to  his 
.country  the  ineftimable  bleffing  of 
peace.  On  the  1  $th  therefore  he 
rofe  to  move,  "  that  a  minifter  be 
fent  to  Paris  to  treat  with  thofe 
perfons  who  exercife  provifionally 
the  executive  government  of  France, 
touching  fuch  points  as  may  be  in 
difcuffion  between  his  majeity  and 
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his  allies,  and  the  French  na* 
tion.’* 

In  fupport  of  his  propofal  Mr* 
Fox  ftated,  that  he  meant  it  to  im¬ 
ply  no  approbation  of  the  conduct 
of  the  exifting  French  government* 
Fie  meant  limply  to  declare,  and 
to  record  it  as  his  opinion,  that  it 
was  the  true  policy  of  every  nation 
to  treat  with  the  exifting  govern¬ 
ment  of  every  other  nation  witfy 
which  it  had  relative  interefts, 
without  inquiring  or  regarding 
how  that  government  was  confti* 
tuted,  or  by  what  means  thofe 
who  exercifed  it  came  into  power* 
This  was  not  only  true  policy,  but 
frequently  the  practice.  If  we  ob¬ 
jected  to  the, exifting  government 
of  France,  we  had  as  ftrong  objec¬ 
tions  to  the  exifting  government  of 
Algiers ;  and  yet  at  Algiers  we  had 
a  conful.  If  we  abhorred  the 
crimes  committed  in  France,  we 
equally  abhorred  the  crimes  com¬ 
mitted  at  Morocco;  and  yet  to  the 
court  of  Morocco  we  fent  a  conful 
almoft  immediately  after  the  corn- 
million  of  crimes  at  which  huma¬ 
nity  Ihuddered.  From  his  motion 
then  no  opinion  was  implied  but 
what  he  had  ftated.  It  would 
have  been  better  if  what  he  pro¬ 
pofed  had  been  done  fooner,  but 
this  was  not  imputable  to  him. 
The  earlieft  period  was  now  the 
bell,  and  this  was  the  earlieft  op¬ 
portunity  that  the  meeting  of  par¬ 
liament  afforded  him.  It  would 
have  been  ftill  better,  if  our  mi¬ 
nifter  had  not  been  recalled  from 
Paris,  but  continued  there  as  the 
ambaffadorsof  other  neutral  powers 
had  done. 

Lord  Sheffield  rofe  in  much  real 

or  affedted  warmth,  and  in  a  fpeech 

which  almoft  entirely  conlifted  of 

* 

a  repetition  of  the  words  cut¬ 
throats,  robbers,  banditti,  vilelt 
dregs,  and  other  equally  elegant 
epithets  thrown  together  without 

much 
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much  of  lucid  order  or  connexion, 
feemed  to  reprobate  Mr.  Fox’s 
propofal.  He,  however,  told  the 
min  liters,  that  in  head  of  their  un- 
jujlif table  interpretation  of  the  word 
irifurredtion,  they  would  have  done 
much  better,  if  they  had  acknow¬ 
ledged,  that  in  confequence  of 
fome  uncommon  danger  that  im¬ 
pended,  they  had  dor  the  public 
good  laid  themfeives  under  a  ne« 
ceffity  of  applying  to  the  legifla- 
tore  for  indemnity. 

Mr.  Taylor  jollified  the  charac¬ 
ter  of  Mr.  Fox,  as  the  head  fa  it 
friend  of  the  conllitution  ;  this  Mr. 
Taylor  affigned  as  his  reafon  for 
supporting  in  general  the  meafures 
of  that  great  ftatefman,  and  parti¬ 
cularly  on  the  present  occafion, 
when  he  was  endeavouring  to  avert 
from  his  country  the  calamities  of 
\v 3r,  and  efpeeiallv  a  war  that  feem- 
ed  to  be  entered  into  for  no  good 
purpofe.  He  obferved,  that  if  we 
did  not  negotiate  now,  we  might 
with  to  do  it  when  it  would  not 
be  in  our  power.  The  fenfe  of  the 
country  had  prevented  the  Ruffian 
war;  and  though  it  was  laid  that 
the  fenfe  of  the  country  would,  be 
with  a  French  war,  vet  it  mnft  be 
remembered  that  the  fame  was  faid 
of  the  American  war,  and  yet  in 
the  end  we  were  obliged  to  acknow¬ 
ledge  their  independence. 

Mr.  Grey  alfo  defended  Mr. 
Fox  and  his  friends  from  the  inju¬ 
rious  infinuation,  that  they  wilhed 
to  excite  difcontent  or  infurrec- 
tion.  If  the  conduct  of  any  fet  of 
men,  he  faid,  was  calculated  to  ex¬ 
cite  infurredtion,  it  was  that  of  his 
majelty’s  minifters  ;  who  by  pro¬ 
clamations  calumniating  whole  de¬ 
scriptions  of  men  as  feditious,  and 
announcing  infurredtions  that  never 
exiited,  filled  the  minds  of  the  peo¬ 
ple  with  falfe  alarms,  and  taught 
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every  man  to  diftruft,  if  not  to  hate 
his  neighbour.  On  the  queftion 
before  the  houfe,  it  had  been.afk- 
ed  (by  lord  Sheffield)  if  Great  Bri¬ 
tain  was  to  fneak  and  crouch  to 
France — 44  No,  (continued  Mr.  G.) 
neither  fneak  nor  crouch,  but  ne¬ 
gotiate  like  a  great  and  high-fpi- 
rited  nation ;  and  if  red  refs  Ihould  be 
refufed  of  any  injury  offered,  then 
denounce  war.  We  are  afked  again, 
Would  we  treat  now  under  all  the 
eircumftances  we  know  to  be  ex- 
riling  ?  I  fay,  Yes,  certainly  ;  for 
though  I  admit  that  the  time  is 
not  the  molt  favourable,  the  fault 
is  not  with  us  but  with  miniiters, 
who  let  the  favourable  opportunity 
pafs  away,  arid  by  their  lupine  ne¬ 
glect  loft  an  occahon  of  preventing 
many  of  the  crimes  committed  in 
France,  and  perhaps  of  averting 
that  aft  of  iajuftice  and  impolicy 
{the  execution  of  the  king)  which 
we  now  at  this  moment  fear  is 
committing.  We  are  told  by  a 
right  honourable  gentleman  (Mr. 
Burke),  that  to  treat  with  men 
ftained  with  io  many  crimes  as  the 
prefent  rulers  of  France  would  he 
disgraceful.  Let,  fays  he,  the  pre¬ 
lent  guilty  men  pafs  away,  and  in 
the  mean  time  let  us  fight  a  little. 

-o' 

What,  dilgrace  is  to  be  avoided, 
or  honour  to  be  acquired,  by  fight¬ 
ing  firft,  to  treat  afterwards,  which 
we  know  we  mult  at  lait,  I  do  not 
comprehend,  nor  how  the  obje& 
can  be  worth  fueh  a  price.  If  a 
war  the  molt  dangerous  ever  under¬ 
taken  is  to  be  avoided,  we  muff 
treat  now  ;  and-I  fupport  the  motion 
.as  the  only  means  left  of  averting  fo 
great  a  calamity.  We  are  not  here 
to  be  hurried  away  by  our  feelings, 
and  our  indignation  againit  the  per¬ 
petrators  of  the  crimes  committed  i  i 
France.  We  are  to  decide  on  natu¬ 
ral  policy,  not  pevfonal  feeling^,” 
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The  honourable  Frederick  North 
was  againft  interfering  with  the 
royal  prerogative,  and  deprecated 
an  alliance  with  France.  On  the 
latter  point,  however,  Mr.  Fox  in- 
terpofed  to  .fet  him  right,  by  ob- 
ferving,  that  nothing  in  his  motion 
went  to  forming  an  alliance  with 
France. 

Colonel  Tarleton  enlarged  upon 
the  extent  of  our  commerce,  and 
the  dano-er  to  which  it  would  necef- 

O 

farily  be  expofed  in  cafe  of  a  war ; 
from  which  he  forefaw  much  evil, 
and  nothing  to  be  gained.  He  was 
convinced  that  this  country  ought 
rather  to  negotiate  than  go  to  war; 
for  whatever  our  finances  might  be 
at  prefect,  there  was  no  calculating 
how  or  when  a  war  with  France 
might  end  ;  and  it  could  not  he 
protracted  without  laying  addi¬ 
tional  burthens  on  the  people. 

The  motion  was  ftrenuoufiv  op- 
pofed  by  Mr.  Jenkinfon.  He  en¬ 
larged  on  the  flouriihing  {late  of 
our  finances,  and  faid  he  could 
ftjew  from  authority  that  the  French 
had  expended  19  millions  in  three 
months.  He  fpoke  of  the  difpute 
in  1787,  and  afierted  “that  this 
was  by  far  the  moll  favourable 
time  of  the  two  for  going  to  war 
with  France.”  He  believed  that 
there  was  a  difaffecJed  party  in  this 
country,  but  he  thought  it  was  a 
very  fmall  party,  and  would  foon 
be  difcovered  by  their  treafonable 
practices.  He  argued  that  the  am¬ 
bition  of  the  French  nation  was 
daily  increafing,  and  the  ambition 
of  a  nation  was  worfe  than  that  of 
a  king.  In  fupport  of  this  opi¬ 
nion  he  mentioned  various  inftances 
which  have  already  been  adverted 
to.  He  reprobated  the  decree  of 
the  convention  to  open  the  Scheldt ; 
and  if  the  French  were  to  force  the 
opening  of  it,  he  was  of  opinion  we 
ought  to  go  to  war.  He  afferted 
the  propriety  of  recalling  lord 
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Gower  at  the  time,  he  was  recall¬ 
ed.  He  faid,  that  to  fend  any  per  font 
to  negotiate  with  them  at  prefent 
would  be  betraying  fear  on  our 
part,  and  difgracefffi  in  every  view  ; 
and  if  we  did  negotiate,  we  mujl 
offend  thofe  who  were  to  be  our  allies  , 
the  king  of  Pruftla  and  the  empe¬ 
ror.  If  we  are  to  determine  that 
Holland  is  no  ground  for  quarrel, 
will  not  jthe  king  of  Pruffia  think 
himfelf  relieved  from  his  treaty  to 
prote£!  Holland  ?  and  where  are 
the  Dutch  to  find  means  of  defence 
again!!  any  attack  that  may  be 
made  on  them  ?  He  afierted  that 
the  houfe  ought  not  to  interfere 
with  the  prerogative  of  the  crown 
by  offering  advice  ;  and  concluded 
by  an  inventive  again  ft  the  French, 
a  panegyric  upon  Mr.  Windham, 
and  calling  upon  all  the  wife  and 
able  men  of  all  parties  to  vote  a- 
gain ft  the  motion. 

Mr.  Francis  fupported  the  mo¬ 
tion  of  Mr.  Fox— I  mull  begin,” 
faid. he,  “  with  remonftrating  and 
protefting  againft  the  ftyle  and  tone 
with  which  this  debate  has  been 
and  is  conducted.  We  are,  or  we 
pretend  to  be,  a  deliberative  affem- 
biy.  W e  are  debating  upon  a  fub- 
jefl  of  the  moft  grave,  the  moft  fe- 
rious,  the  moft  folemn  delibera¬ 
tion  ;  that  is,  whether  this  nation 
{hall,  or  {hall  not,  be  expofed  to 
the  hazards,  and  involved  in  the 
calamities  of  war.  But  in  what 
manner  has  this  awful  queftion  been 
agitated  ?  Is  it  by  appeals  to  our 
underftanding  ?  No,  fir,  the  un¬ 
der  Handing  has  never  once  been 
appealed  to.  It  is  by  exciting  cur 
pafiions,  it  is  by  agitating  our  feel¬ 
ings,  and  by  prefenting  perpetu¬ 
ally  to  our  imagination,  fcenes  of 
horror — ihefe  are  the  means,  and 
the  only  means,  which  gentlemen 
have  taken  to  enlighten  and  to  direct 
our  judgment.  I  confefs  their  end 
is  anfweredl  The  effe£t  does  cer¬ 
tainly 
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tainly  correfpond  with  the  caufe. 
The  houfe  naturally  catches  the 
flame,  partakes  in  the  furious  paf- 
fions  of  the  perfons  who  addrefs 
them  ;  and  inftead  of  difcuffing  the 
great  queftion  of  war  and  peace, 
with  temper,  with  a  cool  and  care¬ 
ful  confi  deration  of  arguments,  with¬ 
out  which  there  cart  be  no  wifdom 
either  in  the  debate  or  in  the  deci- 
fioa  ; — inftead  of  this,  they  in  fadt 
deprive  themfelves  of  all  capacity  to 
debate,  of  all  faculty  of  judging  ; 
— they  liften  with  rapture  to  mere 
invedlives,  and  echo  them  back 
again  with  fhouts,  with  cries,  and 
with  clamours,  renouncing  and  pro- 
fcribing  all  liberty  of  opinion,  all 
freedom  of  debate.  Is  this,  con¬ 
tinued  Mr.  Francis,  a  Britifli  houfe 
of  commons ;  or  am  I  fuddenly 
tranfplanted,  by  fome  enchantment, 
into  that  convention,  againft  which 
the  perpetual  theme  of  reproach  is, 
that  they  deliberate  in  paffiori,  and 
refolve  by  acclamation* 

Mr.  Francis  proceeded  to  fhew 
that  the  hqufe  was  inconfiftent 
with  itfelf,  if,  while  it  thanked  his 
majefty  for  having  preferved  a  neu¬ 
trality,  it  negledted  to  take  the 
proper  fteps  for  fecuring  the  tran¬ 
quillity  of  the  country.  He  noticed 
a  concefiion  of  Mr.  Jenkinfon,  that 
in  this  war  there  was  little  to  be 
gained \  and  a  great  deal  to  be  loft  ; 
but,  faid  Mr.  Francis,  “  I  go  much 
further :  I  fay  and  affirm,  that  in 
this  war  there  is  nothing  to  be 
gained,  and  every  thing  to  be  loft. 
The  great  parties,  which  have  en¬ 
gaged  in  it  already,  are  all  of  them 
disgraced,  if  not  ruined  by  it. 
Will  it  mend  the  matter  to  add  our 
difgrace  and  ruin  to  theirs  He 
noticed  what  had  been  urged,  that 
we  were  engaged  by  treaties — 
But,”  Mr.  Francis  replied,  “do 
thofe  treaties  forbid  all  preliminary 


negotiation  ?  and  if  they  did,  is  any 
nation  bound  to  its  own  deftruc/ 
tion  ?  Are  treaties  ever  executed* 
are  they  ever  regarded  when  they 
manifeftly  lead  to  that  iffue  ?’*  Mr.- 
Francis  concluded  by  ftiewing  that 
there  was  more  probability  of  fuc- 
cefs  in  negotiation,  than  of  ultimate 
fuccefs  in  the  war. 

Mr.  Erlkine  in  a  moll  eloquent 
fpeech  took  a  view  of  the  whole 
queftion  as  it  had  been  previoufly 
agitated.  Among  many  forcible 
arguments  he  obferved,  that  therea- 
fon  which  now  prevented  us  from 
fending  an  ambaffador  to  France* 
might  equally  operate  to  prevent 
our  bringing  the  war,  when  we  ' 
thought  it  necefftiry,  to  a  termina¬ 
tion.  But  he  was  told,  “  we  are 
in  a  fituation  much  more  conveni¬ 
ent  to  go  to  war  with  Franceythan, 
on  any  former  occafion.”  Upon 
the  fpirit  of  the  country  he  had  a 
firm  reliance;  but  the\  more  we 
know  of  the  courage  and  fpirit  of 
the  people,  the  more  we  ought  to 
endeavour  to  fpare  their  efforts.  It 
was  not  poffibie  to  benefit  by  war, 
it  was  the  fcourge  of  the  human 
race.  Mr.  Erlkine  then  re^d  a 
beautiful  and  unanfwerable  quota¬ 
tion  from  Dodtor  Johnfon’s  Faulk- 
land’s  Ifiands,  defcriptive  of  the 
miferies  and  difadvantages  of  war. 

Mr.  Erlkine  next  adverted  to 
what  had  been  alleged  in  the 
fpeech  and  echoed  in  the  addrefs, 
that  the  furplus,  as  it  was  called, 
would  be  fufficient  to  carry  on  the 
war  without  a  frefh  impofition  of 
taxes,  and  that  too  tit  a  time  when 
we  were  hardly  able  to  make  the 
revenue  meet  the  various  claims 
upon  it.  “  What  fort  of  war,  he 
a{ked,  was  it  to  be,  that  was  thus 
to  be  fupported  ?  and  againft  a  peo¬ 
ple  who  had  been  defcribed  (though 
he  did  not  join  in  the  defcription) 
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as  having  become  favage  beyond 
all  reafon,  who  have  no  fenle  of 
jullice  or  humanity,  and  are  aim¬ 
ing  at  univerfal  dominion  !  Mr. 
Erfkine  here  entered  into  a  fpirited 
eulogium  on  Mr,  Fox,  whom  he 
defcribed  as  “  formed  by  provi¬ 
dence  to  guard,  to  invigorate,  to 
fave  from  ruin  our  conftitution,  and 
to  remedy  the  vices  of  the  times. 
He  obferved,  it  had  of  late  become  a 
prerogative  to  treat  gentlemen  ra¬ 
ther  as  confpirators,  than  as  mem¬ 
bers  of  the  houfe  of  commons,  if, 
fpeaking  of  the  French,  they  did 
Bot  rail  againfl  them  ;  they  were 
placed  in  the  fituation  of  a  crimi¬ 
nal  who  had  to  anfwer  for  an  of¬ 
fence,  rather  than  deliver  an  opi¬ 
nion.  In  conclufion  he  afked,  when 
the  war  was  to  terminate,  that  is,  at 
what  point  ?  for  there  was  nothing 
fpecified  in  that  refpeft  ;  and  if  no 
limitation  could  be  given,  thofe 
who  voted  for  the  war,  voted  for 
that  to  which  there  was  no  termi¬ 
nation. 

.The  Mailer  of  the  Rolls  afked,  if 
Mr.  Fox  or  any  other  gentleman 
would  go  as  ambaffador  to  France? 

Mr.  Windham  paid  many  com¬ 
pliments  to  the  ability  and  integri¬ 
ty  of  Mr.  Fox  ;  and,  though  he  dif¬ 
fered  from  him  on  the  prefent  quef- 
tion,  faid,  he  was  confident  there 
was  at  bottom  r.o  difference  in  prin¬ 
ciple  between  them.  To  fend  a 
minifter  to  France,  he  faid,  would 
wound  the  feelings  and  the  interefls 
of  every  other  European  court,  and 
by  alienating  them  from  us  would, 
in  cafe  wre  were  to  go  to  war  after 
all,  rebound  upon  ourfelves.  If  the 
fatal  neceffity  fhould  ever  come  of 
acknowledging  the  French  repub¬ 
lic  on  its  prefent  principles,  what 
worfe  could  we  do  at  lail,  than  by 
the  motion  it  was  propofed  to  do 
now  ?  Time  alone  made  great 
changes  both  in  men  and  circum- 
iiances }  and  it  did  not  follow,  that 
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if  we  muft  negotiate  at  a  future  pe¬ 
riod,  we  muft  do  fo  with  the  fame 
men,  and  in  the  fame  ilate  of 
things. 

Mr.  Whitbread  in  reply  obferved, 
that  Mr.  Windham  in  fubftance  had 
faid,  that  although  it  would  be  a  de¬ 
gradation  to  us  at  prefent  to  nego¬ 
tiate  with  the  French,  yet  the  time 
might  come  when  neceffity  might 
compel  us.  “  What  then,**  faid 
Mr.  Whitbread,  do  we  fay  to  the 
French  by  this  ?— -You  are  a  parcel 
of  affaffins  ;  hut  if  you  affaffins  com* 
pel  us,  we  mull  negotiate  with 
you.’*  Thus  our  confeffing  that 
we  negotiated  by  neceffity,  would, 
according  to  the  difpofition  we 
were  pleafed  to  aferibe  to  the 
French,  juftify  any  adft  on  their* 
part :  and  in  all  the  points  in  which 
he  could  view  the  obfervation, 
<£  that  we  would  not  treat  with  the 
French  till  neceffity  compelled  us/* 
it  appeared  to  him  the  moil  futile 
he  had  ever  heard.  Another  affer- 
tion  had  been  made,  which  he  did 
not  believe  to  be  true,  and  that  was, 
that  the  French  republic  had  not 
been  acknowledged  any  where.  It 
had  beer,  afk  ed,  who  would  go  asam- 
baftador  to  France  ?  He  believed  no 
man,  who  had  any  regard  for  the  in- 
tereft  of  his  Country,  would  refufeto 
go.  There  were  ambaffadors  from 
many  parts  of  Europe  now  at  Paris. 
The  often  hbk  caufe  of  the  war,  Mr. 
Whitbread  obferved,  was  the  ex¬ 
clusive  navio-ation  of  the  Scheldt : 
what  obk£hon  then,  he  affied, 
could  we  have  to  a  negotiation  as 
allies  of  the  Dutch,  when  they  had 
actually  opened  a  negotiation  for 
themfelves  ?  But  it  was  faid,  that  if 
we  agreed  to  a  negotiation,  we 
ffiould  not  know  with  whom  we 
were  to  negotiate  ;  but  then  we 
knew  with  whom  we  were  going  to 
war.  But  we  were  told  that  this 
interfered  with  the  executive  go¬ 
vernment  of  the  nation^  then  the 
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quefliori  was  reduced  to  this — 
**  Has  or  has  not  the  houfe  of 
commons  a  right  to  advife  the 
crown  V*  and  could  there  be  two 
opinions  upon  that  queftion  ? 

Mr,  Whitbread  concluded  by 
Jome  farcaftical  obfervations  on  the 
alarms  of  riots  which  had  been  cre¬ 
ated,  and  remarked,  that  there  had 
been  only  one  ferious  riot,  and  that 
was  at  Manchefter  ;  the  cry  was 
there  church  and  king ,  and  the  mob 
was  a  loyal  mob.  He  defcribed 
Mr.  Fox  as  interpofing  his  tran- 
icendant  abilities  between  the  two 
extremes  of  obftinacy  and  preju¬ 
dice  on  the  one  hand,  and  unprin¬ 
cipled  licentioufnefs  on  the  other  ; 
and  faid  that,  while  he  was  the 
leader,  de  republica  non  defperandum. 

Sir  L.  A.  Grant  hoped  that 
Great  Britain  would  never  act  in  io 
mean  a  manner  as  that  preferibed  by 
the  prefent  motion.  He  afferted 
farther,  that  the  affairs  of  govern¬ 
ment  could  not  be  at  all  carried  on, 
if  the  bufinefs  of  making  war  was 
to  beat  all  regulated  by  the  people. 

Mr.  Burke  began  by  an  invent ive 
againft  Mr.  Erlkine,  and  an  eulo- 
gium  on  himfelf.  “  He  never  had, 
either  for  himfelf,  or  any  part  of 
his  family,  diredtly  or  indirectly, 
received  any  fee  or  reward  of  any 
perfon  whomfoever.  He  had  no- 
•  tiling  on  that  account,  nor  had  any. 
body  for  him  any,  either  in  rever- 
iion,  remainder,  or  expectancy.” 
He  obferved,  that  if  an  ambaffador 
was  fent  from  the  king  he  would 
be  difregarded  ;  and  as  there  was 
already  an  ambaffador  there  for 
the  people  of  England  (Mr.  Froft), 
he  would  precede  the  king’s  am¬ 
baffador  on  the  principles  of  the 
rights  of  man.  Mr,  Burke  palled 
from  this  to  his  favourite  topics,  the 
ir.affacres  of  France,  and  Thomas 
Paine.  He  faid,  “  there  never  was 
a  war  better  founded  on  the  prin¬ 
ciples  of  juftice  and  freedom,  than 


this,  which  he  repeatedly  declared 
not  to  be  a  meafure  in  debate,  but 
decided ;  for  that  we  were  actually 
at  war  with  France  already 

Mr.  Courtenay  remarked,  that 
there  were  three  proportions  main* 
tained  by  certain  gentlemen  :  iff* 
That  we  were  how  adually  at  war 
— 2d,  If  an  ambaffador  was  fent,  it 
would  be  a  degradation  to  us — 3d# 
That  it  was  the  duty  of  all  Europe 
to  join  to  exterminate  the  whole  of 
the  French  people.  The  reafon  of 
fending  an  ambaffador  to  France, 
he  faid,  was  to  know  whether  the 
executive  government  of  that  coun¬ 
try  would  treat  with  the  executive 
government  of  this  ;  and  whether 
all  that  had  been  reprefented  in  the 
public  papers,  as  their  decrees,  &c. 
was  at  all  Events  to  be  carried  into 
execution.  And  what  difficulty  or 
degradation  was  there  in  this  ?  The 
other  p'ropofitions  were  too  ridicu¬ 
lous  to  admit  of  a  comment. 

Mr.  Sheridan  faid,  that  never 
fmee  he  had  fart:  in  parliament  had 
he  heard  a  queftion  fo  penferfely 
argued,  or  the  mover  fo  unjuftly 
treated.  He  obferved,  that  all  the 
paffions  had  been  called  in  fupport 
of  a  propofition  which  could  not  be’ 
fupported  by  reafon  or  argument. 
Even  the  pride  of  Englifhmen  had 
been  falfely  appealed  to  by  a  learn¬ 
ed  member  (fir  A.  Grant),  who  had 
reprefented  the  negotiation  as  a  pe¬ 
tition  to  the  French  for  mercy  and 
forbearance.  Hid  we,  Mr.  Sheri¬ 
dan  afked,  petition  Spain  in  the 
affair  of  Nootka  Sound  ?  Did  we 
petition  the  court  of  France  in 
1787  with  refpeH  to  Holland  ?  Or 
did  the  learned  gentleman  believe 
that  there  was  fomething  fo  pecu¬ 
liarly  meek,  pliant  and  condefcend- 
ing  in  the  character  of  the  firfl 
minifter,  that  it  was  quite  impoffi- 
ble  for  him  to  affmne  a  lofty  tone 
or  a  haughty  air  for  any  purpofe  ? 
Mr.  Sheridan  proceeded  to  no* 

lies. 


11 


T  O  R  fe  I  G  N 

tice  what  had  been  faid  on  the  fide 
of  miniffry  againff  the  propofal  of 
Mr.  Fox,  viz.  that  we  were  actually 
in  a Jlate  of  war  already.  To  this 
he  replied*  that  he  could  not  believe 
the  affertion  ;  for  when  he  looked 
into  his  majefty’s  fpeech,  he  there 
found  a  hope  expreffed,*  that  we 
(hould  be  able  to  prefer ve  peace  ;  a 
hope  which  would  be  futile  and  de- 
liiffve,  if  peace  was  actually  fed. 
It  had  been  alked  on  the  fame  fide, 
of  what  life  negotiation  could  be  in 
the  prefent  poffure  of  affairs  i  Of 
none,  certainly,  if  indeed  we  were 
in  a  (late  of  adtual  hoffility  ;  but  if 
o'therwife,  as  he  had  a  right  to 
hope,  he  would  tell  them,  that  on 
the  r4th  of  laff  month  we  had 
made  public  at  the  Hague  our  de¬ 
termination  to  fupport  our  good 
friends  and  allies  the  Dutdh,  which 
was  two  days  before  the  French 
had  paffed  any  decree  relative  to 
opening  the  Scheldt. 

He  next  adverted  to  the  opinion 
of  Mr.  Windham,  u  that  if  ever 
we  negotiated  with  France,  it 
;  fhould  be  a  matter  of  neceflity,  hot 
of  choice.”  This  Mr.  Sheridan 
'  held  up  in  a  moil  ridiculous  point 
or  view.  It  was  admitted,  that 
fome  time  or  other  we*  muff  treat ; 
for  eternal  war,  or  the  extirpation 
of  the  nation,  was  not  yet  avowed 
by  any  one.  Neceflity,  then,  was 
to  be  looked  to  ;  and  whence  was 
that  necelhty  to  arife — from  defeat, 
from  difeornfiture,  from  fhame  and 
difgrace  ?  Happy  dignified  oppor¬ 
tunity  to  treat,  when  we  fhould  be 
completely  at  their  mercy  !  Un- 
quefticmably  we  fhould  then  be  jvvf- 
tified,  and  certainly  we  fhould  be 
undone. 

But  the  fight  honourable  gentle¬ 
man  argued,  as  if  this  cafe  of  necefr 
flty  through  defeat  could  alone 
juffify  us  in  negotiating.  But  did 
he  not  perceive  that  an  equal  ne~ 
cefiity  might  arife  from  our  fucceff  ? 
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We  went  to  war  for  a  fpecific  ob¬ 
ject — the  miniffer  avowed  and  ex¬ 
plained  that  object.  Admit,- ^then, 
that  we  were  victorious,  and  ob¬ 
tained  it — is  not  the  war  to  ceafe 
Wlifin  the  objeeff  is  obtained  ?  and 
if  to  ceafe,  how  but  by  fome  inter- 
courfe  or  agreement  of  fome  kind, 
or  other  ? 

We  were  told,  Mr.  Sheridan  ad¬ 
ded,  that  we  were  not  to  offend  the 
allied  powers,  with  whom  we  were 
afterwards  to  co-operate.  Were  we 
then  to  make  a  common  caufe  in 
the  principles,  and  for  the  purpofea 
for  which  thefe  defpots  affociated  ? 
Were  the  free  and  generous  people 
of  England  ready  to  fubferibe  to 
the  duke  of  Brunfwick’s  manifefto, 
that  hateful  outrage  on  the  rights 
and  feelings  of  human  nature;  that 
wretched  tiffue  of  impotent  pride, 
folly,  and  ^inhumanity ;  that  pro¬ 
clamation  which  had  fteeled  the 
heart  and  maddened  the  brain  of 
all  France  ?  An  attempt  had  been 
made  to  defend  this  performance  ; 
but  how  ?  by  holding  it  forth  as  a 
palpable  falfehood ,  which  profeffed 
what  was  never  intended  !  For  his 
part,  however  the  duke  of  Brunf- 
wick  might  choofeto  fay  and  unfay, 
one  cafe  was  alone  fufiicient  to  con¬ 
vince  him  as  to  the  fpirit  and  prin¬ 
ciples  of  the  league:  the  brutal 
treatment,  which  the  gallant  La 
Fayette  had  experienced,  fufii- 
ciently  (hewed  how  they  would 
have  treated  others  whom  they 
might  well  conflder  as  entitled  to 
tenfold  enmity. 

Mr.  Sheridan  proceeded  to  repro¬ 
bate  the  idea  of  Great  Britain  en¬ 
gaging  in  the  war  on  the  principle^ 
of  the  alliance,  and  yet  how  diffi> 
cult  was  it  to  ,  co-operate  in  their 
efforts,  and  yet  difcontiedl  their 
motives  and  their  ends!  This  ’vvas 
a  ferious  queffion  for  parliament. 
The  queffion  was  not  merely,  whe¬ 
ther  we  fhould  go  to  \vsr  ojf  not  ? 
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but  on  what  principle,  to  what  end, 
and  pledged  to  what  confederacy, 
ihould  we  go  to  war  ?  For  his  part, 
he  could  never  con  Cent  that  one 
Englifh  guinea  Ihould  be  fpent,  or 
one  drop  of  Englifh  blood  be  fhed, 
to  reilore  the  ancient  del  pot  dm  of 
France,  the  bit  tore  il  foe  that  Eng¬ 
land  ever  knew. 

lie  warned  the  houfe  again (l  the 
folly  of  indulging  that  ridiculous 
declamation,  which  exclaimed  a- 


Hitercourfe  or  negotiation  with 
France.  His  majefty,  in  his  fpeech, 
had  encouraged  11s  to  hope,  that, 
notwithftariding  the  armament,  he 
might  yet  procure  for  us  the  bleff- 
ings  of  peace.'  But  how  was  this 
to  be  achieved  l  Difputes  and 
caufe  of  complaint  exiting,  with¬ 
out  fome  fort  of  communication  it 
was  impoflible  peaceably  to  termi¬ 
nate  them.  Was  there  any  fort  of 
dumb  crambo,  by  which  the  parties 
might  come  to  underhand  each 
other,  and  yet  the  form  of  nego¬ 
tiation  be  dipt  from,  and  the  dig¬ 
nity  of  Great  Britain-  be  p referred  ? 
An  honourable  gentleman  (Mr. 
Burke)  had  fpoken  much,  again  ft 
Invading  the  king’s  prerogative,  by 
advifimg  his  majefty  with  refpett  to 
making  war  or  peace  ;  and  yet  he 
had  been  the  fir  ft  to  ufuro  that  pre- 

„  #  1  ,  i 

rogative,  by  declaring,  in  exprefs 
contradiction  to  the  king’s  decla¬ 
ration,  44  that  we  were  actually  at 
ward’  Motwith (landing  all,  how¬ 
ever,  that  had  been  io  pompoufiy 
urged  concerning  the  dignity  of 
Great  Britain,  Mr.  Sheridan  affert- 
ed*  that.  Mr.  Pitt  had  ad ualiy  treat¬ 
ed,  and  wa$  then  treating,  not  only 
indirectly  through  Holland,  but  di¬ 
rectly  with  agents  of  the  executive 
council  of  France. 

With  refped  to  the  fneer  of  an 
honourable  gentleman,  who  bad 
afited,  whether  or  not  Mr.  Fox 
would  with  to  be  the  ambafiador  to 


France,  Mr.  Sheridan  declared, 
that,  from  the  beginning,  lie  had 
been  of  opinion,  that  if  there  had 
been  a  Jlatef man-like  admin if  ration , 
they  would  have  ponfidered  the  poll 
of  minifter  at  Paris  as  the  fituation 
which  demanded  the  firft  and  ableft: 
talents  of  the  country.  Flappy, 
he  believed,  it  would  have  been  for 
both  countries,  if  fuch  had  been 
the  opinion  of  this  government ; 
and  highly  as  he  valued  his  honour¬ 
able  friend,  unparalleled  as  he 
thought  his  talents,  he  Ihould  not 
have  hefitated  to  declare,  that  as 
minifter  at  Paris,  there  was  fcope 
and  intereft  for  the  greateft  mind 
that  ever  warmed  &  human  bofom. 
The  French  had  been  uniformly 
partial  and  even  prejudiced  in  favour 
of  the  Englifh.  What  manly  fenfe, 
what  vigorous  intellect,,  what  gene¬ 
rous  feelings  communicating  with, 
them,  might  have  done,  and  above 
all,  what  fair  truth  and  plain  deal¬ 
ing  might  have  effected,  he  believed 
it  was  not  eafy  to  calculate  ;  but 
the  with-holding  all  thefe  from  that 
nation,  in ‘our  u  hollow  neutrality,” 
he  was  fare'  was  an  error  which 
would  be  for  ever  to  be  lamented. 

Mr.  Dundas,  in  reply  to  Mr. 
Sheridan,  adverted  to  the  reception 
which  the  French  had  given  to  the 
delegates  from  the  conftitutional 
fociety  ;  which  he  Teemed  to  think 
a  jufti liable  caufe  for  our  declaring 
war  againft  them. 

Mr.  Fox  alfo  replied  to  fome 
points  which  had  been  brought  into 
debate.  Fie  faid,  the  chief  point 
maintained  by  him  in  making  the 
prefen t  motion,  was  not  that  the 
people  are  always  to  be  confulted 
on  the  expediency  of  going  to  war, 
but  that,  on  all  occalions,  they 
ought  to  he  truly  informed  <zvhai  the 
fubjeti  of  the  <var  is.  If  his  mot  ion 
was  not  adopted,  and  war  Ihould  . 
enfue,  he  feared/  there  would  be 
much  doubt  about  what  is  the  true 
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caufe ;  and  that  fome  would  think 
we  were  fighting  for  one  thing,  and 
fome  for  another.  He  faid,  when¬ 
ever  we  treated,  and  at  fome  time 
or  other  we  mull  treat,  it  mud  be 
with  the  exifling  power,  whatever 
it  is  ;  and  if  -mi miters  now  refilled 
to  do  what  mull  be'  done  at  fome 
time,  they  gave  away  the  ‘opportu¬ 
nity  of  having  Holland  from  a  war, 
of  preferving  to  her  the  monopoly 
of  the  Scheldt,  and  of  obtaining 
the  revocation  of the  obnoxious  de¬ 
cree.  He  concluded  by  faying,  that 
in  fubmitting  this  motion  to  parlia¬ 
ment,  he  could'  have  no  other  mo¬ 
tive  than  that  of  public  duty  :  he 
had  not  made  it  for  popularity,  for 
he  knew,  he  was  extremely  unpo¬ 
pular,  He  had  made  it,  that  the 
people  of  England,  by  whom  his 
hotife  might  be  ferved  like  Mr. 
Walker’s,  or  Dr  Prieftley’s,  might 
fee  what  meafure  he  conceived 
ought  to  have  been  adopted,  and 
what  was  alone  conducive  to  their 
real  interefts. 

The  motion  was  negatived  with¬ 
out  a  divilion. 

On  thefe  debates  but  few  remarks 
are  neceftary.  It  is  neither  our  duty 
nor  our  inclination  to  criminate  mi- 
nifters  ;•  and  even  where  they  have 
adted  apparently  wrong,  we  are  dif- 
pofed  in  charity  to  attribute  it  ra¬ 
ther  to  an  error  of  judgment,  than 
to  a  defedt  of  principle  or  integri¬ 
ty.  Refledling  men  wall,  however, 
fee  much  in  thefe  debates,  which 
may  ferve  to  explain  the  fucceeding 
tranfadfions  of  admin  ill:  ration. 

To  thofe  who  are  difpoftd  to  reft 
the  grounds  of  the  hoftilities,  in 
,  which  we  are  unhappily  engaged, 
upon  the  French  declaration  of  war, 
which  took  place  almoft  two  months 
afterwards^  thefe  debates  wall  fug- 
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geft  fome  reflections  ;  and,  we  ap¬ 
prehend,  will  leave  at  leaft  a  doubt 
upon  their  minds,  whether,  if  no 
fuch  declaration  had  taken  place,  it 
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was  the  full  and  decided  intention 
of  the  Britifh  miniftry  to  preferve  a 
ftridt  neutrality. 

Before  any  *  decree  had  been 
pafled,  or  any  defign  manifefted  by 
the  French  convention  of  invading, 
Holland,  our  minifter  at  the  Hague 
had  declared  the  intention  ol  Great 
Britain  to  fupport  our  allies,  in  cafe 
they  fhould  be  threatened  or  in¬ 
vaded  by  the  French  ;  and  if  com¬ 
mon  report  is  to  be  triifted,  the  re¬ 
ply  of  the  Dutch  was,  that  they 
were  under  no  fuch  apprehenfion. 
The  matter  at  prefent  in  difpute 
wras  the  opening  of  the  Scheldt ; 
and  even  upon  this  topic,  it  has 
been  aiferted  by  Mr.  Plowmen  and 
others,  that  our  allies  were  much 
more  indifferent  than  ourfeives ;  and 
indeed,  of.  fo  little  difadvantage  to 
Great  Britain  had  the  opening  of 
this  river  appeared  in  the  eyes  of 
our  minifters,  that  in  1787  they  are 
faid  to  have  favoured  the  defign 
of  the  emperor  Jofeph  for  that  pur- 
pofe,  and  even  to  have  {Emulated 
the  people'of  Antwerp  to  infill  upon 
it.  If,  in  a  word,  the  fafety  of 
Holland,  and  the  exclufive  naviga¬ 
tion  of  the  Scheldt,  had  been  the 
objedls  of  the  conteft,  hoftilities 
ought  to  have  ceafed  as  foon  as 
thofe  objedls  had  been  attained. 

If,  however,  we  examine  thefe 
debates,  and  thofe  w'hich  have  fuc- 
ceeded  them,  we  fhall  fee  that  mini- 
fters  either  had  no  definite  objedt 
in  the  difpute  with  France,  or  did 
not  choofe  to  avow  it  ;  and  the  war 
has  certainly  been  protradled  from 
that  very  circumflaftce. 

The  temperate  mode  iii  which 
the  French  condudled  themfelves  in 
the  beginning  of  the  difpute,  and 
the  infufferable  and  puerile  arro¬ 
gance  of  our  miniftry,  will  be  feen 
in  the  correfpondence  between  M. 
Cbauvelin  and  lord  Grenville,  which 
is  inferted  in  our  State  Papers.  This, 
however,  wras  a  circumftance  which 
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was  fcarcely  to  be  expected  on  the 
part  of  the  French,  confidering*  the 
impetuous  character  of  the  nation, 
and  the  unexampled  fucceffes  they 
had  experienced  in  the  Netherlands. 
The  whig  party  in  England  there¬ 
fore,  who  were  the  only  party, whofe 
moderation  could  be  depended  on, 
and  who  wifhed  to  prevent  the  effu- 
fion  of  blood,  and  all  the  evils  that 
wdr  inevitably  produces  in  a  com¬ 
mercial  (late,  were  placed  in  a  mod 
difficult  fituation.  They  confidered 
themfelves  as  having  to  contend 
with  intemperate  paffions  on  both 
fides ;  and  this  may  ferve  to  ac¬ 
count  for  a  declaration  which  has 
drawn  much  cenfure  upon  Mr.  Fox, 
<e  that  if,  after  every  means  of  con¬ 
ciliation  had  been  tried,  hoftilities 


fhould  be  inevitable,  the  war  ought 
to  be  fupported  with  vigour  and 
unanimity.”  To  us  it  appears,  that 
this  able  ftatefman,  by  this  declara¬ 
tion,  meant  to  reprefs  the  fanguine 
expectations  of  the  French,  who 
might  place  too  much  dependance 
on  the  obftacles  which  they  might 
imagine  would  be  placed  by  the 
oppofition  in  the  way  of  minifters. 
He  meant  to  convince  them,  that 
if  they  were  not  difpofed  to  attend 
to  the  dictates  of  reafon  and  huma¬ 
nity,  they  muft  not  hope  too  con-, 
fidently  for  fuccefs  in  the  conteft  ; 
and  while  he  endeavoured  to  per- 
fuade  the  Britifh  miniftry  to  an 
amicable  accommodation,  he  wilhed 
equally  to  reprefs  the  rafhnefs  of  the 
French. 


CHAPTER  II. 

Debates  on  the  Alien  Bill  in  the  Houfe  of  Lords,  The  fame  in  the  Commons, 
AJfignat  Bill,  Bill  prohibiting  the  Exportation  of  Arms,  Corn  Indemnity 
Bill,  Mejfage  from  his  Majejly  relative  to  Correfpondence  between  Lord 
Grenville  and  Ms  Chauvelin ,  That  Mejfage  taken  into  Conjideration  by 
the  Commons .  The  fame  by  the  Lords,  Addrefs  to  his  Majejly,  Mef- 
Jage  from  hts  Majejly  to  the  Commons,  announcing  a  public  Declaration 
of  War  by  the  French  againjl  his  Majejly  and  the  United  Provinces,  The 
fame  taken  into  Confuleration ,  and  an  Addrefs  thereon ,  The  fame  Mejfage 
to  the  Lords .  Ref olutions  againjl.  the  War  moved  by  Mr,  Fox,  Peti¬ 
tion  from  the  1  own  of  Nottingham ,  praying  a  Reform  of  Parliament, 
Motion  by  Mr,  M.  A,  Taylor  againjl  the  Erection  of  Barracks,  State¬ 
ment  of  the  Situation  of  Affairs  in  the  Provinces  of  India,  Debates  in 
the  Commons  on  the  Slave  Track,  Debates  on  that  Subject  in  the  Houfe 
of  Lords,  Mr,  Sheridan’’ s  Motion  on  the  feditious  Practices  feud  to  be 
carried  on  in  this  Count' 

AMONG  the  meafures  \vlpch. 

were  adopted  in  confequeucc 
of  the  alarm  fo  generally  prevalent 
at  the  period  we  have  to  record, 
none  was  more  offend ve  to  the 
French  nation,  than  “  An  a  &  for 
eftablifhing  regulations  refpe&ing 
aliens  arriving  m  this  kingdom,  and 
refident  therein,  in  certain  cafes, ’’ 
more  generally  known  under  the 
title  of  the  alien  bill, 
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The  circumftance  which'  afforded 
a  colour  for  the  paffing  of  this 
was  the  great  refort  of .  foreigners 
to  this  country,  in  confequence  of 
the  troubles  in  France.  The. rea- 
fons  on  which  it  was  founded  mi* 
niflry  did  not  fpecifically  explain, 
as  they  alleged  that  the  information 
thtty  had  received  of  plots  againft 
the  government,  was  of  too  delicate 
a  nature  to  be  laid  open. 


That 
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,  That  the  re  fort  of  foreigners  was 
considerable,  is  certain ;  but  they 
.■appear  not  to  have  been  of  a  de¬ 
fer  ipti  on  inimical  either  to  the  Eng- 
lifh  government,  or  to  the  object 
of  the  combined  powers  adding 
againft  France,  being  chiefly  mem¬ 
bers  of  the  old  ariftocracy  and  hie¬ 
rarchy  of  that  nation.  Even  after 
the  palling  of  the  alien  bill  not 
many  perfons  were  difmiffcd  the 
kingdom  )  and  feveral  of  thefe,  to 
our.  knowledge,  were  perfons  not 
likely  to  engage  in  plots  and  con¬ 
spiracies.  At  all  events,  as  the  bill 
in  fome  of  its  claufes  was  a  diredl 
violation  of  the  treaty  of  com¬ 
merce,  if  it  was  really  the  with  of 
.  the  miniftry  to  preferve  neutrality, 
and  avoid  a  rupture  with  France, 
fome  explanation  ought  to  have 
been  offered  to  that  nation,  and  its 
neceffity  ftated  to  them  in  clear  and 
decifive  terms,  with  profeffions  of 
our  inclination  to  preferve  that 
neutrality  we  had  hitherto  main- 
,  tamed. 

The  alien  bill  was  introduced  in 
-the  houfe  of  lords  by  lord  Gren¬ 
ville,  on  the  19th  of  December,  but 
no  debate  took  place.  Previous  to 
the  fecond  reading  of  this  bill  on 
the  20th,  the  marquis  of  Lanf- 
downe  obferved,  that  he  believed 
that  no  nation  could  interpofe  with 
fo  much  elfedl  in  behalf  of  the  ill- 
fated  monarch  at  Paris  as  the  En- 
glifh  ;  for  he  was  fully  perfuaded 
that  the  French  entertained  a  high 
notion  of  the  judgment  of  the  En- 
.glilh,  of  their  jultice,  and  of  their 
honour,  which  had  been  manifefted 
•by  the  exadf  neutrality  obferved  by 
the'Britilh  government  during  the 
courfe  of  the  French  revolution. 
It  was  the  duty  of  England  to 
ftand  forward  on  this  occafion  to 
.prevent  a  cataftrophe,  which  pro¬ 
bably  would  never  have  been 
thought  of,  had  not  Hie  brought  onfe 


of  her  monarchs  to  the  block  ;  and 
it  was  doubly  their  duty,  as  it  was 
probable  that,  were  (he  to  negotiate 
for  the  life  of  the  unfortunate 
prince  to  whom  he  alluded,  fhe 
would  not  negotiate  in  vain.  He 
recommended,  that  an  addrefs  be 
presented  to  his  majelfy,  entreating 
his  majelly’s  royal  interference,  by 
way  of  negotiation,  with  the  per¬ 
fons  in  the  poffeffion  of  the  execu¬ 
tive  power  of  France,  for  the  pu'r- 
pole  of  averting  the  fate  of  Louis 
XVI. 

The  duke  of  Norfolk  was  alfo  of 
opinion,  that  a  diredl  communica¬ 
tion  with  the  people  in  power  irk 
France  might  be  productive  of  the 
moll  happy  confequences.  Such  a 
mode-  of  proceeding  could  not  hurt 
the  pride  or  independence  of  France 
on  one  hand,  or  fink  the  dignity  pf 
England  on  the  other.  The  mar¬ 
quis  of  Lanfdown’s  motion  re¬ 
lative  to  a  negotiation  with  France 
was  negatived  without  a  divifiori. 

The  alien  bill  was  fupported  by 
lord  Grenville,  the  duke  of  Port¬ 
land,  lord  Hawkelbury,  the  duke 
of  Leeds,  and  lord  Stormont :  it 
was  oppofed  by  lord  Lauderdale 
and  the  marquis  of  Lanfdowne* 
The  bill  was  then  read  a  fecond 
time,  and  ordered  to  be  committed 
the  following  day.  Previous  to  the 
houfe  going  into  a  committee  oil 
this  bill,  the  nd  of  December, 
earl  Spencer  obferved,  that  when 
he  declared  that  the  prefent  bill 
met  his  he’arty  concurrence  and 
fupport,  he  trufled  that  the  noble 
lords  with  whom  he  had  been  in  the 
habit  of  voting,  would  Hot  impute 
his  feceffion  on  this  otfcalion  to  a 
*  dereliblion  of  principle,  or  to  a  di¬ 
minution  of  the  refpedl  he  had  tor 
their  virtues  and  abilities,  but  to  a 
conviction,  that  the  prefent  awful 
and  unprecedented  crifis  of  affairs 
required  extraordinary  meafures  to 
D  3  allay 
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public.  Parliament  was  called 
upon  to  give  its  approbation  of  the 
conduct  of  the  minifter,  and  to 
place  in  him  implicit  confidence, 
without  one  point  of  proof  of  any 
one  of  the  aflertions  upon  which 
the  confidence  was  demanded.  Mr. 
Grey  faid,  he  objected  to  this  bill, 
becaufe  it  left  all  the  execution, 
without  any  controul,  to  the  wall 
of  the  minifter.  Gentlemen  afked, 
what  temptation  had  minifters  to 
amifs  in  fuch  cafes?  What 
temptation — God  knows  !  He 
was,  however,  unwilling  that  any 
man  fhould  be  put  in  the  power 
and  at  the  difpofai  of  a  minifter. 
Upon  all  the  views  he  could  have 
of  the  fubje£l,  he  faid,  he  muft  de¬ 
clare,  that  he  could  not  give  his 
confent  to  the  bill,  becaufe  there 
was  no  proof  of  its  necefiity,  or  of 
the  propriety  of  its  provifions ;  it 
was  very  obje&ionable  on  account 
of  its  being  a  bill  to  extend,  the  dif- 
cretion  of  thofe,  who  could  not,  in 
the  nature  of  the  cafe,  be  refponfible 
for  the  exercife  of  that  diferetion. 

The  principles  of  the  bill  we^e 
defended  by  lord  Mulgrave,  Mr. 
Windham,  the  honourable  Mr. 
Thomas  Grenville,  and  Mr.  Mit- 
ford.  The  laft-mentioned  gentle¬ 
man,  with  feveral  others  in  their 
defence  of  the  bill,  entered  into 
long  details  upon  the  affairs  of 
Trance.  The  principal  oppofers  of 
the  bill  were  Mr.  Fox,  Mr.  Taylor, 
Mr.  Grey,  and  major  Maitland, 
who,  in  the  courfe  of  the  debate, 
entered  into  ftrong  and  forcible  ar¬ 
guments  againft  the  war. 

To  repel  opinions,  Mr.  Fox  faid, 
the  minifter  had  prepared  a  military 
force;  but  opinions  were  never  yet 
driven  out  of  a  country  by  pikes, 
fwords,  and  guns.  Againft  them 
the  militia  was  no  defence.  If 
opinions  were  abfurd,  they  fhould 
be  met  with  contempt ;  if  fpecious, 
by  argument;  if  feditious,  by  pro* 


fecution  ;  although  the  latter  was 
not  a  mode  which  he  would  recom¬ 
mend,  but  it  was  a  mode  which 
minifters  before  had  reforted  to, 
and  which  they  had  ftill  in  their 
power.  The  preamble  to  the  alien 
bill,  continued  Mr,  Fox,  is  a  com¬ 
plete  delufion  ;  for  it  ftates  the  ex¬ 
traordinary  refort  of  aliens  to  this 
country  as  the  pretence  of  the  bill, 
while  every  body  knew  that  extra¬ 
ordinary  refort  to  be  occafioned  by 
circumftances  that  had  no  connec¬ 
tion  with  it.  The  prerogative  of 
the  crown  to  fend  foreigners  out  of 
the  kingdom,  faid  to  be  untouched 
by  the  bill,  ought  not  to  remain  in 
doubt.  The  fingle  inftance  pro¬ 
duced  from  the  reign  of  Henry  the 
fourth,  was  counterbalanced  by 
another  in  the  fame  reign,  when 
the  king  did  the  fame  thing  by  the 
authority  of  parliament  which  he 
had  done  before  by  his  own  power. 
He  believed  that  the  prerogative 
did  not  exift  j  and  if  it  did,  that  it 
was  too  dangerous  to  be  fuffered  to 
remain. 

After  Mr.  Pitt  had  made  a  long 
and  fpecious  fpeech  on  the  influx 
of  foreigners,  the  danger  and  pro- 
grefs  of  Freneh  principles,  and  on 
French  affairs,  the  alien  bill  was 
read  a  thivd  time  and  paffed. 

While  the  alien  bill  was  ftill  under 
the  confideration  of  parliament, 
another  meafure,  allied  to  it  in 
principle,  was  introduced,  and  this 
was  a  bill  t©  prevent  the  circulation 
of  aflignats,  bonds,  promiffory 
notes,  &c.  iffued  under  the  autho¬ 
rity  of  France. 

The  bill  was  brought  in  by  the 
attorney  general  on  the  26th  of 
December,  and  was  oppofed  by  Mr. 
Taylor,  on  the  ground,  that  the 
prohibition  in  payment  of  aflignats, 
by  this  bill,  implied,  that  the  pay¬ 
ment  of  them  had  been  legal ;  on 
the  contrary,  they  were  already  il¬ 
legal,  and  of  courfe  he  could  fee  no 
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'debate,  hcfhoidii  'be  under'  the  i?e- 
ceffity  to  'decline  all  explanation.' 

Sir  Gilbert  Elliot  fa  id,  that  tile 
••painful  'fenfations  which  arofe  from 
'  the  neceibty  of  avowing  a  difference 
:'of  'opinion  between  Tlmfe.  who  had 
been  long  in  the  habits  of  intimacy 
and  political  concord,  had  already 
been  described  by  other  honourable 
gentlemen,  with  moi  eloquence 
than  he  poffefted ;  but  he  avowed, 
that  none  could  more  ft  nee  rely  feel 

j 

the,  pain  of  Inch  a  difference  than 
he  did.  The  prefect  bill  met  with 
his- hearty  and  entire  approbation, 
not  'on-  aecoirm  of  any  particular 
fa«fts  which  had  been  alleged,  but 
■  on  account  of  the  general  fit  nation 
of  the  country.  He  confidered  it 
as  an  acceffion  of  power  to  the 
crown,  which  was  jollified  by  exit¬ 
ing  circumftances.  If  this  extra¬ 
ordinary  power  was  at  all  times  to 
be  poffeffed  by  the  crown,  its  power 
would  be  too  great  for  a  free  go¬ 
vernment  ;  and  if  it  was  not  to  be 
granted  when  rteceffary,  its  power 
would  be  too  fmall. 

Mr.  Fox  faid,  he  had  feen  gen¬ 
tlemen,  on  the  fir  ft  day  of  the 
prefent  feffion,  go  out  into  the 
lobby,  whom  he  could  have  wish¬ 
ed  to  have  ftaid  in  the  houi'e ; 
he  had  heard  a  right  honourable 
friend  of  his  (Mr.  Windham)  fpeak 
againft  what  appeared  to  him  to  be 
the  right  and  juft  courfe  of  pro¬ 
ceeding,  and  he  had  heard  him  with 
pain  ;  but  he  faw  no  fuch  difference 
of  opinion  as  made  it  impoffible  for 
thole  gentlemen,  or  his  right  ho¬ 
nourable  friend,  to  preferVe  that 
connection  in  which  they  had  afted 
fo  long.  He  faid  it  was  the  pride 
of  Ills  heart  to  think,  that  the  union 
and  exertions  of  that  connection 
had  kept  alive  every  thing  that  de¬ 
fended  the  name  of  the  fpirit  of  li¬ 
berty  in  this  country*  He  had 
heard  in  this  and  other  pla’ces,  that 
the  prefent  adminiftration  ftiould  be 


fyfteraatically  fopported  at  all events 
tn  the-  prefent  fixation  of  affairs. 
He  proceeded  to  obfemy  shat  "the 
honourable  baronet  had  alluded  to 
the  duke  of  Portland,  fo  much  ef~ 
teemed  by -him,  that  lie  could '  not 
exprefs  what  he  fek  in'  f peaking'  of 
him  ;  a  nobleman  with  whom  he 
had  lived  ft x tech' or  fevehteeti  yeai'S  - 
in  friendship,  '  and  for  ten  of 
thofe  he  ‘had -been  iri  habits 'of  the 
great  eft  intimacy  and  affc&fcftt : 
and  he  would  venture  to  fay,  he 
effeemed  him  at  •  leaf!'  as'  much  “as 
the  hoomirable  baronet.  He  could 
not  think  'that,  nobleman  enter¬ 
tained  the  opinion  'pfofefied  by  the 
honourable  baronet ;  for  fie  had 
heard  that  that  nobleman,  in  giv¬ 
ing  his  iupport  to  the  prefent  bill, 
had  exprefsly  declared,  that '  "he 
could  not  forget  the  manner  nn 
which  the  prefent  adminift  ration 
came  into  power  ;  and  that  great 
part,  of  the  difficulties  in  which  the 
country  was  now  involved,  was  ow¬ 
ing  to  their  mlfcondudt.  He  there¬ 
fore  believed,  that  no  effentia!  dif¬ 
ference  exifted  between  that  noble 
per  Ton  and  hsmfelf. 

He  further  obferved,  that  there 
were  other  perfons  from  whom  he 
expected  an  entire  difference  on 
certain  queftions,  and  he  had  not 
been  deceived.  The  right  honour¬ 
able  gentleman  (Mr.  Burke)  who 
had  condemned  his  former  friends 
to  banifhment  in  Sinope,  it  might 
have  been  expected,  confideringthe 
defolatenefs  and  fterility  of  the  land, 
would  have  paufed,  would  have 
thought  that  a  fufficient  punifh- 
ment ;  but  he  had  not  done  fo. 
Upon  the  prefent  bill,  Mr.  Fox  ob¬ 
ferved,  as  nothing  had  been  alleged 
that  could  juftify  the  principle, 
as  he  had  no  hope  of  oppoftng  it 
with  tfncftefs,  and  as  it  contained 
many  provifions  that  could  be  bet¬ 
ter  debated  in  a  committee  than  in 
any  othet  ftage5  he  lhould  referve 
D.  4  what 
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what  he  had  to  fav  till  it  came  to 

*  * 

that  flage. 

Mr.  Burke  replied  to  the  allufion 
concerning  Sinope,  that  on  that 
fubjeft  he  had  nothing  to  anfwer. 
The  phalanx  had  lent  him,  not  to 
Sinope,  but,  in  the  common  phrafe, 
to  Coventry.  What  endeavours 
had  been  ufed  to  make  him  odious 
to  the  public,  and  to  his  private 
friends,  all  the  world  knew.  Yet 
this  Sinopian,  this  dog  of  Athens, 
had  not  barked  from  his  tub.  He 
had  violated  no  principle,  he  had 
betrayed  no  fecret,  he  had  not  at¬ 
tempted  to  come  between  the  refo- 
lution  and  the  a 61 ;  and  farther  he 
had  not  to  fay.  To  the  right  ho¬ 
nourable  gentleman  he  owed  much 
for  inilru6lion,  for  improvement, 
and  example ;  but  the  moment  he 
faw  him  countenance  the  French, 
and  approve  their  principles,  no 
public  connection  could  fubfift:  be¬ 
tween  them,  becaufe  they  differed 
iyftematically  and  fundamentally. 
If,  continued  Mr.  Burke,  the  pre¬ 
fent  hate  of  affairs  was  fuch  as  to 
threaten  not  only  this  country,  but 
all  Europe,  with  moll  ferious  dan¬ 
gers,  it  was  nec'effary,  in  order  to 
avert  thefe  dangers,  to  adopt  a  fvf- 
tem.  The  prefent  bill  itfelf  was  a 
ilrong  proof  of  fuch  a  date  of  af¬ 
fairs,  as  it  originated  from  circum- 
ffances  which  rendered  it  neceffary 
to  give  an  additional  power  to  the 
executive  government.  The  ilrong 
meafures  which  miniilers  had  been 
obliged  to  adopt,  fufficiently  proved 
the  exigence  of  the  crib's  %  ;  and 
the  bill  itfelf  formed  part  of  a  fyf- 
tematical  fupport.  For  his  part, 
though  imconne&ed  with  party,  he 
gave  ^ credit  to  miniilers  for  not 
meaning  to  betray  their  mailer,  for 
not  joining  with  foreign  and  do- 
meilic  fadlions  to  fubvert  the  con- 
flitution.  He  would  not  fay,  that 


he  could  not  find  other  mintfter#, 
more,  agreeable  to  his  inclination  ; 
.he  fliould  wifh  to  fee  a  certain  no¬ 
bleman  (the  duke  of  Portland)  00/ 
cupy  a  diftinguiffied  fit. nation  in  the 
miniftry  ;  but  he  doubted  whether 
any  miniiler  could  be  found  more 
in  the  confidence  of  the  crown, 
which,  in  the  prefent  moment,  he 
confidered  *s  a  very  material  point. 
In  a  time  of  war,  it  was  neceffary 
that  the  miniftry  fhoyld  be  fupport- 
ed  by  the  houfe  of  commons,  and 
fliould  poffefs  the  confidence  of  the 
people  ;  two  advantages  vvhich  the 
prefent  miniiler  enjoyed  in  a  very 
eminent  degree.  Mr.  Burke,  ip 
this  debate,  afterted,  that  it  was  the 
former  policy  of  this  country  to 
maintain  a  balance  of  power  in  op¬ 
position  to  France  ;  that  it  had  in¬ 
variably  been  the  policy  of  England* 
to  maintain  a  connection  with  the 
republic  of  the  United  Provinces, 
and  the  Andrian  Netherlands." 
With  thefe  provinces,  in  whatever 
hands  they  were,  England  had  been 
connected,  as  furn idling  the  means 
of  an  effe£uial  refiftance  to  the 
power  of  France  :  how  much  then 
muff  he  be  furprifed,  when  a  great 
flatefman  (Mr.  Fox)  declared,  that 
he  rejoiced  in  the  defeat  of  the  em¬ 
peror  and  the  king  of  Pruffia —  the 
emperor,  the  ally  of  this  country  — 
the  king  of  Pruffia,  connected  with 
it  by  marriage  and  by  treaty  !  This, 
indeed,  was  a  total  deviation  from 
the  policy  of  our  anceftors,  and 
much  more  fo,  when  this  great 
ilatefman  required  miniilers  to  in¬ 
terfere  to  prevent  the  duke  of 
Bnmfwiek  from  entering  France, 
and  to  join  with  our  nattiral  ene¬ 
mies  again ll  our  allies  and  friends. 
The  battle-  of  Gemappe  the  right 
honourable  gentleman  had  flyled  a 
glorious  vidlory — that  vidlory,  by 
which  France  had  become  mi  ft  refs 

government  choofes  to  adopt  a 
is  itfelf  a  proof  lof  its  neceility  ? 
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pf  Holland  ;  by  which  (be  had  ol> 
tamed  polfelTion  of  the  Scheldt, 
which  might  now  bp  the  occafion 
©f  going  to  war.  This  glorious 
yi&ory,  in  his  opinion,  was  a  cala¬ 
mitous  defeat  to  this  country.  And 
why  all.  this  exultation  exprefied  ? 
Becaufe  thofe  combined  againll 
France  were  dcfpots,  and  becaufe 
France  itfelf  was  a  republic.  What 
anfvver  does  the  French  minihry 
give  to  the  arguments  employed  by 
our  court  againll  the  opening  of 
the  Scheldt  ?  Their  anfwer  is 
founded  on  the  rights  of  nature, 
and  on  the  principles  of  jultice  and 
liberty,  which  the  French  nation 
have  confecrated  ;  the  only  confe- 
cration,  he  remarked,  which  they 
had  made. 

When  Mr.  Burke  adverted, to  the 
bill  immediately  before  the  houfe, 
he  faid  he  would  give  it  his  moll 
cordial  fupport,  as  being  calculated 
to  keep  out  of  England  thofe  mur¬ 
derous  atheifts,  who  would  pull 
down  the  date  and  church,  religion 
and  God,  morality  and  happinefs. 
The  extraordinary  power  it  would 
give  minifters  was  necelfary,  and 
even  proved  the  people  who  gave  it 
to  be  free.  The  bill,  he  obferved, 
was  intended  to  drive  out  #f  this 
country  murderers  and  "'TalTms. 
He  mentioned  the  circumltance  of 
three  thouland  daggers  having  been 
befpoken  at  Birmingham,  by  an  En- 
glifhman,  of  which  feventy  had 
been  delivered.  It  was  not  ascer¬ 
tained  how  many  of  thefe  were  to 
be  exported,  and  how  many  were  in¬ 
tended  for  home  confumption.  [Here 
Mr.  Burke,  in  a  theatrical  attitude, 
drew  from  under  Jus  coat  a  dagger, 
which  he  had  kept  concealed,  and 
with  much  vehemence  of  adtion 
threw  it  on  the  floor.J  This,  faid 
he,  pointing  to  the  dagger,  is  what 
you  are  to  gain  by-  an  alliance  with 
France  ;  whenever  their  principles 
are  introduced,  their  practice  mull 
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alfo  follow  :  you  mult  guard  againll 
their  principles  ;  you  mull  proferibe 
their  perfons.  I  vote,  faid  he,  for 
the  prefent  bill,  becaufe  X  confider 
it  as  the  means  of  having  faved  my 
life,  and  all  our  lives,  from  the  hand? 
of  alfaffins.  When  they  frnile,  I 
fee  blood  trickling  down  their  facej 
I  fee  their  infidious  pmpofes  ;  I  fee 
that  the  object  of  all  their  cajoling 
is  blood  !  I  now  warn  my  country 
to  beware  of  tfipfe  execrable  philq- 
fopliers,  whofe  only  object  is  to  de¬ 
ft  roy  every  thing  that  is  good  here, 
and  ellablilh  immorality  and  mur¬ 
der  by  precept  and  example. 

Hie  niger  eft,  hunc  tu  Romane  caveto/' 
With  this  quotation  Mr.  Burke 
concluded  this  much  celebrated- 
oration. 

Mr.  J.  T.  Stanley  exprelfed  his 
approbation  of  the  bill,  though 
aware  of  the  urmfuil  power  it 
would  convey,  if  palled,  to  the  ex¬ 
ecutive  government.  Thofe  gen¬ 
tlemen,  faid  he,  who  apprehend 
danger  or  inconvenience  in  the 
palling  of  the  bill,  fhould  well  weigh 
in  their  minds,  againll  them,  the 
danger  and  inconveniences  which 
might  arife  if  no  fuch  bill  was 
paired.  Ought  the  executive  go¬ 
vernment,  he  would  alk,  to  remain 
in  fuch  times  as  the  prefent  without 
a  power  of  controlling  foreigners, 
and  of  guarding  againll  their  de- 
iigns?  Could  any  gentleman  fay, 
on  his  honour,  he  believed  that  the 
continuance  of  fo  many  foreigners 
as  were  in  the  country,  uncontroll¬ 
ed,  was  without  danger  i  It  was 
notorious,  there  were  among  them, 
fome,  who  had  come  from  the  con¬ 
tinent  for  the  foie  purpofe  of  doing 
mifehief  here.  Within  a  few  days 
of  the  time  he  was  i'peaking,  Mr. 
Stanley  faid,  members  of  the  actual 
convention  of  France  had  been  in 
town.  Mr.  Stanley  concluded  with 
congratulating  the  houfe  upon  the 
unanimity  of  fentiments,  in  many 
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refpe&s*  which  prevailed  in  it,  and 
in  the  country  ;  for  the  exceptions 
to  the  prevailing  fentiments  were 
lew.  The  bill  was  then  read  a  fe- 
■cond  time. 

On  Monday,  the  31ft  of  Decem¬ 
ber,  the  fame  fubjedt  was  relumed 
in  a  committee.  the  whole  houfe. 
Sir  Peter  Burrell  laid,  that  he  rofe 
^poo  a  probability  that  the  prefent 
bill,  the  principle,  of  which  feemed 
to  be  nnanimoL  A  approved,  and' 
the  necefhty  of  .  nich  was  only 
denied  by  a  few,  'would  not.  be 
much  oppofed.  There*  were  one  or 
two  circamflances  relative  to  French 
affairs,  which  he  thought  had  not 
been  fufficiently  urged,  and  to  which 
be  begged  the  attention  of  the 
fioufe.  All  who  were  in  any  de¬ 
gree  moderate  in  their  fentiments 
or  meafures,  in  that  d  i  ft  raffed 
country,  had  been  doomed  to  po¬ 
verty,  exile,  and  death.  Intrinfic 
worth  had  been  the  object  of  unre¬ 
lenting  perf edition.  He  conflder- 
ed  the  preient  bill  as  a  meafme  cal¬ 
culated  to  maintain  tranquillity  and 
confidence.  By  fuch  meafures  we 
fhouM  heft  provide  again®  whatever 
might  happen,  and  whatever  part 
wt  fhould  be  compelled  to  take 
would  be  performed  with  advan¬ 
tage. 

Mr.  Fox,  according  to  his  pro- 
mi  fe  on  the  fecond  reading  of  the 
bill,  now  affigned  his  reafons  why 
it  Ihould  not  pafs  into  a  law.  It 
might  be  difeuffed,  he  apprehend¬ 
ed,  on  two  grounds.  The  firft  was, 
iC  Whether  any  danger  does  exift  in 
this  country  F5  If  that  was  de¬ 
termined  in  the  negative,  there 
would  be  an  end  of  the  bill :  if  in 
the  affirmative,  then,  fecondly, 
4X  Whether  the  prefent  bill  con¬ 
tains  provifions  for  the  proper  re¬ 
medy  of  fuch  danger  V9  This  was 
not  a  queftion  of  general  fupport 
of  adminift ration,  as  had  been  very 
erroneously  Hated  y  it  was,  whether 


any  thing  was  neeefibry  fer  tfie*p;re- 
fent  cafe  ;  and  if  any  thing  was  nr- 
eeffary,  M  Whet  her -the  prefent  bill 
was  adapted  to  the  end  propelled 
He  was  always  ready  to  fupport 
government  when  it  wanted  lap- 
port  ;  but  he  did  not  believe' there 
was  any  internal  danger,  and  there¬ 
fore  it  was  that  he  oppofed  the  pre¬ 
fent  bill.  -If  mi  mi  Hers  would  prove’, 
the  internal  danger  to  exift,  he 
would  condder  liimfelf  bound  to 
vote  for  it. 

After  a  propofal  from  Mr.  She¬ 
ridan  to  exempt  females  from  the 
reftrickwm  of  the  bill,  was  nega¬ 
tived,  Mr.  Courtenay’  role*  a  fid  oh-  1 
ferved,  that  the  cohHernatkm  and 
terror  which  the  French  amazons 
had  excited,  had  fpread  like  a  con¬ 
tagion  through  the  town,  and  feiz- 
ed  the  board  of  aldermen,  who,  in 
the  excels  of  their  panic  end  pa¬ 
triotism,  '  became  volunteers,  and 
doubtlefs  would  ftrike  equal  terror 
into  the  French  ;  for  he  muffcon- 
fider  them  as  valiant  foldiers,  pof- 
feffing,  as  they  did„£b  much  wealth  ; 
for  certainly,  if  not  able  to  fight, 
they  were  able  to  buy  the  whole 
French  army.  A  good  mars  on 
’change  meant  a  rich  man.  If  a 
rich* man  and  a  good  man  were  fy- 
nony  motes,  he  thought  the  valiant 
man  and  the  rich  man  mull  be  fo 

y.->  V; 

too.  And  by  this  reafoning  it  was 
concltifive,  that  the  honourable 
court  of  aldermen  were  brave  fol- 
diers.  He  concluded  with  faying, 
he  woul$  make  no  apology  1 6  his 
right  honourable  friends  (as  other 
gentlemen  had  done)  for  fupporting 
the  minifter  in  this  inftanc^,  and 
adting  conformably  to  the  didlates 
of  his  confeience  ;  he  thought  apo¬ 
logies  of  that  kind  were  an  inlult 
to  the  dignity  of  the  houfe. 

After  the  attorney  general  had 
brought  up  feveral  additional 
claufes,  the  report  was  ordered 
and  on  the  2d  of  January,  when  the 

report 
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tcport  of  the  committee  of  the 
whole  houfe  was  received,  the  attor¬ 
ney  general  obferved,  that  feveral  al¬ 
terations  being  necefiary  to  be  made 
in  the  bill,  it  fhould  be  recommitted 
to  a  committee  of  the  whole  houfe, 
which  was  accordingly  agreed  to. 

When  the  bill  was  taken  into 
confederation  on  the  4th  of  Ja¬ 
nuary,  Mr.  M.  A.  Taylor  faid, 
the  principle  of  the  bill  was,  in  his 
opinion,  of  a  moll  dangerous  ten¬ 
dency  ;  and,  if  once  eftablifhed,  he 
did  not  fee  where  it  was  to  flop,  or 
why  it  might  not  be  extended  to 
Britifh  fubjefts  as  well  as  foreigners, 
and  lead  to  a  total  repeal  of  the  ha¬ 
beas  corpus  aft,  upon  grounds  of 
danger  totally  ideal.  That  there 
had  exifled  riots  and  infurreftions 
of  a  very  alarming  nature,  he  was 
very  ready  to  admit ;  but  they  were 
not  gompofed  of  men  who  had  im¬ 
bibed  French  principles,  but  of 
men,  who  with  the  words  “  church 
and  king”  in  their  mouths,  deftroy- 
ed  places  of  worfhip,  and  put  the 
lives  of  peaceable  inhabitants  in 
danger.  Thefe  were  not  the  kind 
of  riots  to  which  minifters  had  al¬ 
luded  ;  they  had  fpoken  of  infur¬ 
reftions,.  formed  by  difaffefted  per¬ 
sons  at  home,  for  the  purpofe  of 
fubverting  the  conftitution  of  this 
country.  Minifters  had  been  fre¬ 
quently  called  to  flate  to  the  houfe, 
where  and  when  thofe  riots  had  ex- 
ifted  ;  they  had  been  called  upon  to 
lay  fome  proofs  of  them  before  the 
houfe,  but  in  vain.  If  fafts  were 
dated  to  fatisfy  him  of  the  necef- 
fity,  he  would  fupport  the  prefent 
meafures  of  government.  It  was 
true,  he  faid,  that  neither  he  nor 
thofe  with  whom  he  had  the  ho¬ 
nour  to  aft,  did  enjoy  places  or 
penfions,  nor  were  they  bleffed  with 
the  fmiles  of  the  crown ;  but  he 
ever  would  contend,  that  every  man 
in  the  kingdom,  from  the  peafant 
to  the  peer,  whether  his  fortune 


amounted  to  one  (hilling  or  one 
thoufand  a  year,  had  a  deep  ftake  iij 
the  intereft  of  his  country  ;  he  had 
a  deep  ftake  in  its  profperity,  its 
happinefs,  and  its  freedom.  Of 
late  the  great  body  of  the  people 
had  been  held  in  contempt,  and  of 
no  account  whatever ;  but  the  law 
and  conftitution  of  this  country, 
and  the  bill  of  rights,  recognized 
the  rights  of  the  people  ;  and  there 
is  no  lefs  evil  to  be  dreaded  by  de¬ 
rogating  from  the  rights  of  the 
people,  than  from  thofe  of  the  arif- 
tocracy,  or  of  the  crown, 

Earl  Wycombe  conceived  the  bill 
under  conlideration  to  be  a  meafure 
liable  to  a  variety  of  objeftions. 
He  had  ever  confidered  it  to  be  the 
eftence  of  jultice  to  have  no  refpeft; 
of  perfons  ;  but  in  this  inlfance,  no 
fafts  were  brought  forward  to  jus¬ 
tify  the  fevere  reft  notions  and  pe¬ 
nalties  propofed  by  this  bill  to  be 
impofed  on  aliens.  With  refpeft 
to  the  war,  his  lordfhip  faid,  every 
day  made  him  more  clearly  of  opi¬ 
nion,  that  there  was  no  neceffity  for 
this  country  to  enter  upon  fo  ruin* 
qus  a  meafure, 

.  Lord  Beauchamp  faid,  that  he 
thought  the  moderation  of  the  Bri- 
tifti  councils  had  done  honour  to 
the  country.  He  approved  of  the 
prefent  bill,  and  thought  the 
grounds  nugatory  on  which  it  was 
attacked ;  at  prefent  he  thought 
the  fufpenfion  of  the  habeas  corpus 
aft  not  neceffary,  and  that  the  pro* 
vifions  in  the  prefent  bill  would  an- 
fwer  the  purpofe  better. 

Mr,  Grey  regarded  this  bill  as 
equally  defeftive  in  principle,  and 
objectionable  in  practice  ;  forming, 
as  it  did,  part  t>nly  of  a  fyftefl* 
which  the  prefent  minifter  had  al- 
moit  invariably,  fince  his  coming 
into  office,  and  fince  the  com¬ 
mencement  of  the  prefent  feffioir, 
without  one  exception,  purfued 
with  regard  to  that  houfe,  and  the 

public. 


allay  the  difcontents  of  the  people, 
and  to  counteract  the  machinations 
of  our  enemies. 

On  the  third  reading  of  the  alien 
bill,  the  26th  of  December*  the  earl 
of  Guildford  afiigned  as  a  reafon  for 
©ppofing  the  third  reading  of  the 
bill,  to  the  principle  of  which  he 
bad  pot  objected  when  it  was  read 
a  fecond  time,  that  he  had  expect¬ 
ed  that,  in  the  progrefs  of  the 
bill  through  the  houfe,  proofs  of 
the  neceffity  that  called  for  it  would 
be  adduced  ;  in  this  he  was  difap- 
pointed-— no  proofs  of  its  neceffity 
bad  been  brought  forward.  After 
a  debate,  in  which  little  was  ad¬ 
vanced  except  general  arguments 
concerning  the  relative  ftate  of 
France  and  Great  Britain,  and 
which  have  been  already  antici¬ 
pated,  the  bill  was  read  a  third  time 
and  pa^Ted  „ 

The  debates  in  the  commons  on 
the  alien  bill  involved  matters  of 
more  general  importance,  and  went 
more  dire&ly  and  more  fully  into 
the  principles  of  the  bill  and  the 
conduct  of  minifters,  than  the  de¬ 
bates  on  the  fame  fubjeft  in  the 
lords;  and  therefore  require  to  be 
more  minutely  reported. 

On  the  28th  of  December,  upon 
the  fecond  reading,  Mr.  fecretary 
Dundas  faid,  that  in  the  exilting 
circumftances,  the  motives  and 
caufes  of  the  bill  were  fo  notorious 
as  not  to  require  to  be  enumerated. 
So  very  great  and  extraordinary  an 
influx  of  foreigners  into  this  coun- 
try  mult,  at  any  time,  have  called 
for  the  attention  of  government, 
and  rendered  fome  meafures  on  their 
part  neceflary  ;  that  attention  was 
Hill  more  requifite,  when  it  was 
confidered  that  this  influx  of  fo¬ 
reigners  had  come  from  a  country 
which  had  lately  been  th$  fcene 
of  very  extraordinary  tranfa&ions  ; 
where  their  conflitution  had  been 


overthrown,  the  moft  convulfivc 
proceedings  taken  place,  and  actions 
of  the  moft  dreadful  enormity  been 
perpetrated.  And  this  was  not  all$ 
it  became  matter  of  Hill  more  fe- 
rious  confideration,  fince  there  had 
been  found  men  in  this  country  fo 
infatuated  as  to  have  adopted  thofe 
very  principles,  which,  in  the 
Country  where  they  originated,  had 
overthrown  the  conflitution.  There 
exifted  likewife  thofe  in  the  a&ing 
government  of  that  neighbouring 
country,  who  encouraged  th,e  ad* 
dreffies  of  the  difcontented  and  dif- 
affected  in  this,  againft  our  confti- 
tution  ;  and  who  publifhed  decrees 
tending  to  favour  their  views,  and 
flatter  them  with  hopes  of  fupport. 

He  then  Hated  the  feveral  aCtive 
claufes  of  the  bill.  It  was  intend¬ 
ed,  in  the  fir  ft  inftance,  to  oblige  all 
foreigners  arriving  in  this  king¬ 
dom  to  give  an  account  of  them- 
felves;  tomakethem  explainer  give 
up  fuch  arms  as  they  have  in  their 
pofTeffion  ;  he  did  not  mean  fuch 
arms  as  were  natural  for  men  or 
gentlemen  to  wear,  but  fuch  as 
might  naturally  excite  fnfpicion 
againft  the  owners.  It  was  alfo  in¬ 
tended  to  diftribute  thofe  who  re¬ 
ceived  fupport  into  certain  diftriCts, 
whereby  they  would  be  more  liable 
to  the  cognizance  of  the  civil 
power.  Finally,  it  was  propofed  to 
pay  particular  attention  to  thofe 
foreigners  who  have  come  within 
the  prefent  year.  It  mull  appear 
clear,  that,  with  refpedt  to  a  bill 
founded  on  fufpicion,  and  authoriz¬ 
ing  the  executive  government  to  a£t 
upon  that  principle,  it  would  be 
impoffible,  with  any  degree  of  pro¬ 
priety,  to  lay  open  the  particular 
fources  of  information.  Such  a 
conduct  would  deftroy  the  good 
effects  which  the  bill  was  intended 
to  produce  ;  and  therefore,  though 
called  upon  in  the  courfe  of  the 
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jfccefllty  for  the  bill.  To  this  rea- 
Toning  the  attorney  general  re¬ 
plied,  that  the  law,  -as  it  now  hood, 
did  not  make  the  payment  of  affig- 
nats  illegal,  but  the  tender.  The 
payment  in  affignats  was  legal,  if 
accepted ;  but  the  prefent  bill  went 
to  make  the  payment  illegal,  as  well 
as  the  tender. 

The  bill  was  again  oppofed  by 
Mr.  Taylor,  on  its  being  commit¬ 
ted  ;  but  little  new  was  urged  on 
either  fide*  The  bill  was  paffed 
without  any  further  oppoiition  in 
cither  houfe. 

About  the  fame  period  another 
bill  was  paffed,  to  enable  his  ma¬ 
yfly  to  reftrain  the  exportation  of 
naval  ftores,  particularly  faltpetre, 
arms,  and  ammunition.  No  de¬ 
bate  however  of  importance  appears 
to  have  arifen  in  either  ho  life  upon 
this  fubjedt. 

In  the  courfe  of  the  month  of 
December,  an  order  of  council  was 
iflued  for  preventing  the  exporta¬ 
tion  of  corn  to  France;  and  fome 
{hips  which  had  already  taken  in 
their  cargoes,  were  compelled  to 
■unload.  On  the  26th  of  December 
art  adt  of  indemnity  paffed  the 
commons  on  this  fubjedt,  which  af¬ 
terwards  received  the  royal  affent. 

■  Thefe  meafures  followed  each 
other  in  rapid  fucceffion ;  and  as  all 
of  them  were  infractions  of  the 
commercial  treaty,  they  caufed  in¬ 
finite  offence,  fufpicion,  and  alarm 
in  France  ;  and  if  neceffary,  as  we 
before  obferved  with  refpecl  to  the 
alien  bill,  they  ought  to  have  been 
explained  to  the  fatisfa&ion  of  that 
nation,  had  our  minifler  been  really 
ferious  in  wishing  to  preferve 
peace. 

While  thefe  affairs  werq  tran fail¬ 
ing  in  parliament,  a  new  arrangement 
took  place  in  the  miniflry.  Lord 
Loughborough,  who  in  all  the  late 
debates  had  been  prominently  zea¬ 
lous  in  fupporting  the  jneaiurq*  of 


minifters,  was  honoured  with,  the 
great  Teals  of  England,  and  was 
called  to  fucceed  lord  Tliuriow  oil 
the  woolfack. 

The  next  important  bufinefs 
which  employed  the  attention  of 
the  houfe  of  commons,  was  the  fol¬ 
lowing  meffage  from  his  majefty* 
prefented  by  Mr.  i'ecretary  Dundai 
on  the  28th  of  January,  1793. 

“  George  R. 

“His  majefty  has  given  direc¬ 
tions  for  laying  before  the  houfe  of 
commons,  copies  of  feveral  papers 
which  have  been  received  from  M* 
ChaUVelin,  late  miniffer  plenipoten¬ 
tiary  from  the  moil  chriftian  king* 
by  his  majefty’s  fecretary  of  Hats 
for  foreign  affairs,  and  of  the  an- 
fwers  returned  thereto ;  and  like- 
wife  a  copy  of  an  order  made  by 
his  majefty  in  council,  and  tranf- 
mitted  by  his  majefty’s  commands 
to  the  faid  M.  Chauvciin,  in  confe- 
quence  of  the  accounts  of  the  atro¬ 
cious  a Ct  recently  perpetrated  at 
Paris. 

“  In  the  prefent  fituation  of  af¬ 
fairs,  his  majefty  thinks  it  indifpen? 
fably  neceffary  to  make  a  further 
augmentation  of  his  forces  by  fea 
and  land  ;  and  relies  on  the  known 
affe&ion  and  zeal  of  the  houfe  of 
commons  to  enable  his  majefty  to 
take  the  raoft  effectual  meafures,  m 
the  prefent  important  conjuncture* 
for  maintaining  the  fecurity  and 
rights  of  his  own  dominions  ;  for 
fupporting  his  allies  ;  and  for  op* 
pofing  views  of  aggrandifement  and 
ambition  on  the  part  of  France, 
which  would  be  at  all  times  dan¬ 
gerous  to  the  general  interefts'  of 
Europe,  but  are  peculiarly  fo, 
when  .connected  with  the  propaga¬ 
tion  of  principles  which  lead  to  the 
violation  of  the  molt  facred  duties, 
and  are  utterly  fubverfive  of  the 
peace  and  order  of  all  civil  fociety.’* 

After  a  few  obfervations  from 
Mr,  Pitt,  lord  Wycombe,  and  Mr. 
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Fox,  flie  lioufe  agreed  to  take  the 
above  meffage  into  confideration  on 
the  31ft  of  January,  but  when  that 
day  arrived  it  was  deferred  till  the 
next.  '  \ 

On  the  1  ft  of  February,  after 
his  majefty’s  meffage  had  been  read, 
Mr.  chancellor  Pitt  rofe  to  (ay,  that 
amidft  the  many  important  objects 
arifing  from  the  meffage  of  his  ma- 
jefty,  which  now  came  to  be  con- 
fidered,  there  was  one  which  parti¬ 
cularly  called  for  their  attention. 
That  attention,  indeed,  could  not 
fail  to  be  feparately  directed  to  that 
calamitous  event  (the  death  of  the 
French  king),  that  act  of  outrage 
to  every  principle  of  religion,  juf- 
tice,  and  humanity  ;  an  adl  which 
in  this  country,  and  the  whole  of 
Europe,  had  excited  but  one  gene¬ 
ral  fentiment  of  indignation  and 
abhorrence,  and  could  not  fail  to 
produce  the  fame  fentiments  in 
every  civilized  nation.  It  was  in 
all  its  circumftances  fo  full  of  grief 
and  horror,  that  it  muft  be  a  wifli, 
in  which  all  united,  to  tear  it,  if 
poflible,  from  their  memories,  to 
expunge  it  from  the  page  of  hiftory, 
and  remove  it  for  ever  from  the  ob- 
fervation  and  comments  or  man¬ 
kind.  ' 

u  Excidat  ille  dies  sevo,  neu  poftera  cre¬ 
el  ant 

Secula !  Nos  certe  taceamus,  et  obruta 
multa 

Nodte  tegi  noftrse  patiamur  crimina  sen- 
>>  0 

Such,  he  continued,  were  the 
words  applied  by  an  author  of  their 
own,  to  an  cccafion  (the  rnaffacre 
oft  St.  Bartholomew)  which  had  al¬ 
ways  been  deemed  the  Handing  re¬ 
proach  of  the  French  nation,  and 
the  horrors  and  cruelties  of  which 
had  only  been  equalled  by  tbofe 
atrocious  and  fangumary  proceed¬ 
ings  which  had  been  witneffed  in 
fome  late  inftances.  After  aferib- 
ing  the  late  cruelties  committed  in 
I  ranee  to  the  new-fangled  princi¬ 


ples  propagated  in  that  nation,  and 
palling  great  encomiums  upon  the 
moderate  government  of  England, 
he  began  to  make  fome  obfervations 
upon  the  papers  laid  before  the 
houfe.  He  faid  it  would  appear, 
from  the  firft  paper,  that  the  fyftem 
upon  which  his  majefty  had  uni¬ 
formly  adfced,  was  founded  on  the 
very  principles  which  had  after¬ 
wards  dictated  the  neceflity  of  his 
entering  upon  hoftile  preparations. 

“  His  majefty  had  declined  taking 
any  pdrt  in  the  internal  government 
of  France,  and  had  made  a  pofitive 
declaration  to  that  effedt.”  A  pa¬ 
per  on  the  table  contained,  on  their 
part,  a  pofitive  contradl  to  abftain 
from  any  of  thofe  adts  by  which 
they  had  provoked  the  indignation 
of  this  country.  In  this*  paper 
they  difclaimcd  ail  views  of  aggran- 
difement;  they  gave  affurances  of 
their  good  will  to  neutral  nations  ; 
they  protefted  againft  their  enters 
taining  an  idea  of  interfering  in  the 
government  of  this  country,  or 
making  any  attempts  to  excite  in- 
furrection  ;  upon  the  exprefs 
ground  (ftated  in  the  paper)  that 
fucli  interference,  and  fuch  at-, 
tempts,  would  be  a  violation  of  the 
law  of  nations.  They  had  them- 
felves,  by  anticipation,  palled  len¬ 
ience  upon  their  own  condudt. 
During  the  whole  fummer,  while 
France  had  been  engaged  in  the 

o  o 

war  with  Auftria  and  Prullia,  his 
majefty  had  in  no  lhape  departed 
from  the  neutrality  which  he  had 
engaged  to  obferve;  nor  did  he, 
by  the  fmalleft  adt,  give  any  reafon 
to  fufpedl  his  adherence  to  that 
fyftem.  t 

But  what,  he  would  adt,  was  the 
condudt  of  the  French  ?  They  had 
immediately  fhewed  how  little  fin- 
cere  they  were  in  their  firft  affur- 
ances,  by  difeovering  intentions  to  • 
purfue  a  fyftem  of  the  moft  unli¬ 
mited  aggranaifement*  if  they  were; 

•  -  no£> 
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career.  The  firli  mils  nee  of  their 
fisccefs  la  Savoy  had  been  fnfficient 
to  pssMd  the  plan  of  their  ambition. 
They  had  immediately  adopted-  the 
cotirfe  to  annex  it  for  dyer  to  their 
own  dominions,  -and  had  dUpiayed 
a  refo lotion  to  do  the  fame,  where- 
&rer  they  fhould  carry  their  arms. 
That  they  might  not  leave  any 
doubt  of  their  intention,  by  a  for¬ 
mal  decree  the^r  had  dated  their 
plait  of  pv^rtuming  every  govern¬ 
ment,  .and  ftib'ftfiiitmg  their  own  ; 
they  threatened  defiradfion  to  all 
who  fhould  not  be  inclined  to  adopt 
their  fyftern  of  freedom;  and,  by  a 
horrid  mockery,  offered  fraterniza¬ 
tion,  .where,  if  it  was  refilled,  they 
were  determined  to  employ  force, 
and  to  propagate  their  principles, 
where  that  mode  Ihould  fail,  by  the 
months  of  their  cannon.  They 
effaMiftied,  lo.  their  loft  ructions  to> 
the  commifliooers  whom  they  ap¬ 
pointed  to  enforce  the  decree  with 
refpedi  to  the  countries  entered .  by 
their  armies,  a  Handbag  revolution¬ 
ary  order;  they  infiituted  a  fyftem 
of  organizing  disorganization.  And 
what  was  the  reafoti  which  they 
aihgnbd.  for  all  this  ?  The  period 
of  freedom/*  faid  they,  u  mull  fooja 
come ;  we  mull  then  endeavour,  by 
ah  means  in  our  power,  to  accom- 
pHfh  it  now;  for  fhould  this  free¬ 
dom  be  accompliihed  by  other  na¬ 
tions,  what  then  will  become  of  us  ? 
Shall  we  then  be  fafe  Thev  had 
rendered  the  Netherlands  a  pro¬ 
vince,  in  fubfiance  as  well  as  name, 
entirely  '  dependent  on  Fiance. 
That  fyftem  purfued  by  the  Jacobin 
focieties,  in  concert  with  their  cor-' 
refpondents,  had  given  a  more  fatal 
blow  to  liberty,  than  any  which  it 
had  ever  fullered  from  the  bolded 
^.attempts  of  the  mad  afpiring  mo¬ 
narch.  '  N 

In  the  collide  of  his  fpeech  Mr. 
Pitt  openly  granted  that  the  Dutch 


had  made  no  formal  reqmfitioB  for 
the  aihilance  of  this  country.  He 
read  an  extradf  from  a  letter,  writ¬ 
ten  by  one  of  the  French  executive 
council,  ami  addreiTed  to  all-  the 
friends  of  liberty  in  the  feu-ports  : 
4t  The  king  of  England  and  ids’ 
parliament  mean  to  make  war 
agamft  us.  Will  the  English  re¬ 
publicans  fuller  it  ?  Already  thefe 
•  free  men  (hew  their  discontent,  and 
the  repugnance,  which  they  have  to 
bear  arms  again  ft  their  brothers  the 
French.  ,  Well,  we  will  fly  to  their 
fnccour — «  will  make  a  defeent 
on  the  i Hand-— we  will  lodge  there 
fifty  thoufaed  caps  of  liberty- — we 
will  plant  there  the  facred  tree,  and 
we  will  ftreteh  out  our  arms  to  one 
republican  brethren— -the  tyranny 
of  their  government  will  fooa  be 
deliroyed/*  From  fuck  ciremn- 
fbnees  as  thefe  he  concluded,  that 
the  conduct  and  pretenfions  of  the 
French  were  fitch,  as  were  neither 
confident  with  the  exiften.ee  or 
fafety  of  this  country.  In  the  laft 
paper  which  had  been  delivered, 
they  had  given  in  an  ultimatum, 
Hating,  that,  unlefs  you  accept  fndi 
latisfadtioii  as  they  have  thought 
proper  to  give,  they  wall  prepare 
for  war.  He  then  moved  the  ad- 
drefs  to  his  majeily. 

Lord  Beauchamp,  in  fecondlng 
the  motion,  ran  over  the  old  ground 
of  argument  again  ft  the  dangerous^ 
principles  of  French  anarchy,  and 
on  the  neceffity  of  the  Englilh  na¬ 
tion  to  interfere,  and  put  a  Hop  to 
the  ambitious  deligns  and  danger¬ 
ous  philo fophy  of  that  nation.  His 
iordfhip  alio  entered  at  large  into 
the  detail  of  the  conduct  of  the 
French,  in  the  countries  and  towns 
they  had  conquered.— Mr.  Amftru- 
ther  and  Mr.  Windham  followed 
the  fame  route,  and  aiferted  it  as 
their  opinion,  that  a  war  with 
France  was  juft  and  neceftary. 

Earl  Wycombe  laid,  that  he 

thought 


thought  it  his  duty  to  make  ufe  of 
every  argument  in  his  power,  to 
avert  from  this  country  fo  great  a 
calamity  as  than  of  entering  into  a 
war.  This  country,  his  lord fh ip 
faid,  was  in  no  danger  whatever, 
being  well  fecured  by  the  attach¬ 
ment  of  the  people  to  the  confti- 
tution,  and  by  our  infular  lituation. 
From  fevcral  circum  dances,  it 
would  be  idle  and  impolitic  for  the 
Dutch  themfelves  to  meditate  war* 
and  they  Teem  ed  by  no  means  dif- 
pofed  to  do  fo  :  {hall  We  then  urge 
them  to  hoftility,  and  engage  them 
to  menace  France  with  war?  With 
regard  to  the  next  point  in  his  ma* 
jelly’s  melfage,  the  propagation  of 
French  principles,  he  by  no  means 
thought  it  fafe  to  go  to  war  again!!: 
principles.  Great  flrefs  had  been 
laid  on  the  cruelties  perpetrated  in, 
France  ;  but  he  could  not  think 
they  were  a  proper  caufe  of  war ; 
in  his  opinion,  thefe  cruelties  had 
all  originated  in  the  infamous  ex¬ 
pedition  of  the  duke  of  Brunfvvick, 
which  might  be  called  a  fraternity 
of  kings,  for  the  purpofe  of  im- 
pofmg  defpotifm  ori  all  Europe, 
Another  ground  taken  by  mlni- 
ilers,  he  faid,  was  the  neceffity  of 
preferving  the  balance  of  power  in 
Europe,  or  the  fyftem  of  Europe  ; 
but  he  could  not  fee  why  this 
country  Ihould  be  ready,  upon  all 
pccafions,  to  go  to  war  for  the  be¬ 
nefit  of  other  nations, 

Mr.  Whitbread,  jun.  while  he 
declared  his  abhorrence  of  thentro- 
cions  deed  lately  committed  in 
France,  faid,  he  muft  differ  from  the 
right  honourable  gentleman  and  the 
noble  lord,  who  had  moved  and  Se¬ 
conded  the  addrefs,  and  coincide 
with  the  noble  lord  who  had  juft 
fpoken.  He  denied,  that  fuch  had 
been  the  necejary  confequences  of 
the  French  revolution,  or  that  fuch 
horrors  were  the  neceffary  affociates 
gf  republicanifm.  To  the  eondudt 


of  the  pbWers  Combined  again  ft  tliO 
liberties  of  France,  to  the  fangui- 
nary  mamfeftoes  of  the  duke  of 
Brunfwick,  he  donceived  all  thefe 
atrocities  werd  to  be  attributed; 
Such  manifeftoes,  lie  faid,  bore  the 
ftarnp  and  character  of  thofe  bar¬ 
barians,  both  ancient  and  modern, 
to  Whom  to  conquer  and  to  deftroy 
were  the  fame. 

Mr.  Fox  alfo  pointedly  con* 
demried  the  atrocious,  crime  which 
had  been  fo  lately  committed  iff 
France,  but  declared  it  Iris 
opinion,  that  it  afforded  no  ffotind 
reafon,  why  this  country  fhonld 
go  to  war  with  that  nation.  The 
general  maxim  of  policy  was, 
that  the  crimes  committed  in  one 
independent  ftate  could  not  be 
cognizable  by  another ;  and  he 
neither  faw  propriety  nor  wifdom 
in  that  houfe  palling  judgment  on 
any  aft  committed  in  another  na¬ 
tion. 

Mr.  Fox  faid,  he  Ihould  now 
fkew,  that  all  the  topics  tg  which 
the  chancellor  of  the  exchequer 
had  adverted,  were  introduced  into 
the  debate,  to  blind  the  judgment, 
by  exciting  the  paffions ;  and 
that  they  were  none  of  them  juft' 
grounds  of  war,  Thefe  grounds 
were  three:  the  danger  of  Hol¬ 
land  ;  the  decree  of  the  French 
convention  of  November  19th ; 
and  the  general  danger  to  Europe 
from  the  progrefs  of  the  French, 
arms,  With  refpedt  to  Holland* 
the  conduct  of  minifters  afforded 
a  freih  proof  of  their  dtfingenuouf- 
nels.  They  could  not  ftate,  that 
the  Dutch  had  called  upon  us  to 
fulfil  the  terms  of  our  alliance. 

As  to  the  decree  of  the  19th  of 
November,  the  explanation  offered 
by  the  French  executive  council* 
whether  it  was  eonfidered  or  not 
as  a  fair  general  explanation*  cer¬ 
tainly  fhewed,  that  they  were  not  j 
inclined  to  inftft  on  that  decree  5 
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fend  that  with  refpe£t  to  us,  at 
leaft,  they  were  difpofed  to  peace. 
But  it  was  laid,  we  ought  to  in- 
lift  on  fecurity  :  but  certainly  we 
Ought,  at  leaft,  to  tell  them  what 
we  meant  by  fecurity  ;  for  it  would 
be  the  extreme  of  arrogance  to 
Complain  of  infult,  without  deign¬ 
ing  to  explain  what  reparation  we 
Required. 

It  had  been  faid,  that  as  a  fe¬ 
curity  they  muft  withdraw  their 
troops  from  the  Netherlands.— 
Were  we  then  conie  to  that  pitch 
of  infolerjce,  to  fay  to  France,— 
“  You  have  conquered  a  part  of  an 
enemy’s  territory,  who  made  war 
upon  you  :  we  will  not  interfere  to 
make  peace,  but  we  require  you 
to  abandon  the  advantages  you 
have  gained,  while  he.  is  preparing 
to  attack  you  again.1”  Was  this 
the  neutrality  we  held  out  to 
France  ?  “  If  you  are  invaded  and 

beaten,  We  will  be  quiet  fpedfators; 
but  if  you  hurt  your  enemy,  if 
you  enter  his  territory 4  we  declare 
againft  you.5’ 

That  war,  M‘r.  Fox  added,  was' 
tinjuft,  which  told  not  an  enemy 
the  ground  of  provocation,  and 
the  meafure  of  atonement.  It  was 
as  impolitic  as  unjuft  ;  for  without 
an  objett  of  contejl ,  clearly  and  de¬ 
finitively  Hated,  what  opening  could 
there  be  for  treating  of  peace  ? 
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The  people  here  too,  who  muft 
pay,  and  muft  fuffer,  ought  to 
be  informed  on  what  object  they 
were  to  fix  their  hopes  for  its 
honourable  termination. 

With  r^fpedk  to  the  general 
danger  of  Europe,  the  fame  argu¬ 
ments  applied,  and  to  the  fame 
extent.  To  the  general  fituation 
of  Europe  we  had  been  fcandaloufly 
inattentive.  We  had  fecn  the  entire 
conqueft  of  Poland,  and.  the  inva- 
fion  of  France,  with  fuch  marked 
indifference,  that  it  would  be  diffi¬ 
cult  now  to  take  it  up  with  the 
grace  of  fincerity  ;  but  even  this 
would  be  better"  provided  for,  by 
propofingterms  before  going  to  war. 

He  had  thus  (hewn,  that  none  o£ 
the  profeffed  caufes  were  grounds 
for  going  to  war.  “  What  then 
remained,  but  the  internal  govern¬ 
ment  of  France ,  always  di  fa  vowed- 
but  ever  kept  in  mind  V*  The 
deftru'dtion  ’  of  that  government, 
was  the  avowed  objedl  of  the  com¬ 
bined  powers,  whom  it  was  hoped 
we  were  to  join  ;  and  we  could  not 
join  them  heartily,  if  our  obledt 
was  one  thing*  while  theirs  was 
another.  “  To  this  then-  we  were 
come  at  laft,  that  we  were  afhamcd 
to  own  engaging  to  aid  the  reftora - 
tion  of  deipotifm,  and  csllujively 
fought  pretexts  in  the  Scheldt  and 
the  Netherlands*.” 

Mr/ 


*  The  obferVations  which  a  great  mind  is  enabled  to  make  concerning  the  future, 
from  the  afpeft  of  prefent  affairs,  often  affume  the  force  of  predict  ions.  Certain  weak 
though  fpecious  perfons  undoubtedly  flattered  themfelves,  in  the  commencement  of  the 
war,  with  no  lefs  an  achievement  than  the  conqueft  of  France. — Kow  different  are  the 
fcdtiments  of  Mr.  Fox,  in  his  letter  to  the  electors  of  Weftminfte.r,  publifhed  about 
this  time!  It  had  been  urged  againft  Mr.  Fox,  that  th'e  treating  with  France  might 
difpleafe  our  allies.  This  argument  he  combats  in  the  following  manner. 

“  1  his  obje&ion,  fays  Mr.  Fox,  requires  examination.  Is  it  meant  that  our  treating  with, 
trance  in  its  prefent  ftate  will  offend  the  German  powers,  by  ihewing  the  m  that  our  ground 
of  quarrel  is  different  from  theirs  ?  If  this  be  fo,  and  if  we  adhere  to  the  principles  which. 
We  have  publicly  ftated,  I  am  afraid  we  m'jft  either  offend  or  deceive  ;  and  in  fuch  an 
alternative,'  I  truft  the  option  is  not  difficult. 

“  If  it  be  faid,  that,  though  our  original  grounds  of  quarrel  were  different,  yet  we 
may,  in  return  for  the  aid  they  may  afford  us  in  obtaining  our  objects,  allift  them  in 
theirs  of  a  counter  revolution,  and  enter  into  an  offenftYe  affiance  for  that  purpofe — I 
1793.  "  *  £  anfwerjf 
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Mr.  Windham  feebly  replied  to 
Mr.  Fox,  by  ringing  changes  on 
the  exhauftlefs  topic  of  the  danger 
of  French  principles ;  and  lord 
William  Ruffel  fpoke  againft  the 
war.  The  queftion  for  the  addrefs 
was  carried  without  a  divifion. 

On  the  28th  of  January,  the 
marquis  of  Stafford  prefented  to 
the  houfe  of  lords  a  meffage 
from  his  majefty,  fimilar  to  that 
prefented  to  the  commons ;  and 
on  the  ill  of  February  that  mef¬ 
fage  was  taken  into  confideration 
by  their  lord fliips. 

Lord  Grenville  faid,  that  he 
hoped  the  houfe  would  readily 
concur  with  his  majefty  in  ex- 
prefling  its  indignation  at  a  recent 
tranfadiion  in  Paris — a  tranfadtion 
that  had  filled  Europe  with  amaze¬ 
ment  and  horror,  "  His  lordfliip 
dwelt  much  longer  on  the  murder 
committed  in  France,  than  in  ex¬ 
hibiting  any  reafons  why  the  En- 
glifh  nation  fhould  expend  their 
blood  and  treafure,  becaufe  internal 
commotions  had  taken  place  in 
another  country.  To  follow  lord 
Grenville  through  his  fpeech  on 
this  occafion,  would  only  be  to  re¬ 
peat  what  was  faid  by  Mr.  Pitt,  on 
the  motion  for  an  addrefs  to  the 
fame  purpofe  in  the  houfe  of  com¬ 
mons.  French  cruelties— the  ne- 
ceflity  of  prote&ing  the  Dutch, 
who  had  not  requeued  that  pro¬ 
tection — and  the  dangerous  ten¬ 
dency  of  the  new  philofophy  of 
France,  now  making  its  way 


throughout  Europe,  comprife  tlifls 
whole  catalogue  of  arguments  pro¬ 
duced  ori  this  occafion  by  admi- 
niftration  in  favour  of  the  war.  ■ 
Lord  Grenville,  in  the  motion  for 
an  addrefs  of  thanks  to  his  majefty 
for  his  meffage,  was  fupported  by 
the  earl  of  Darnley,  the  earl  ot 
Carlifle,  lord  Portchefter,  the  earl 
of  Kinnoul,  and  „the  lord  chan¬ 
cellor,  who  all  in  their  turn  fol¬ 
lowed  precifely  the  fame  beaten 
track  of  declamation  upon  French 
cruelties,  affiftance  to  the  acqui- 
efeing  Dutchmen,  and  deftrudlion 
to  the  French  political  and  philo- 
fophical  principles. 

Earl  Stanhope  rofe,  he  faid,  up¬ 
on  the  moil  important  occasion  that 
he  had  ever  witneffed,  to  declare 
his  opinion,  that  this  calamity 
pregnant  with  the  ruin  of  England 
had  been  brought  on  by  minifters.*  1 
It  had  been  provoked  by  no  ag- 
greffion.  England  had  neither  been 
injured  nor  infulted  ;  but  we  were  j 
drawn  into  this  moil  imminent  of1 
all  dangers  by  a  fyftem  of  pvidf , 
peeviflmefs,  and  paffion,  ineorfi- 
patible  with  found  wifdom  and  true 
policy.  Every  man  of  humanity 
ought  to  exert  himfelf,  even  yet, 
to  ftrive  to  avert  the  evil  from  his 
country  ;  and  he  took  upon  him  to 
lay,  that  even  yet  it  might  be 
avoided,  if  we  would  fhake  off  the 
falfe  pretences  under  which  we 
covered  our  real  defigns,  and  a£l 
with  the  opennefs  and  candour  that 
became  a  great  nation. 


anfwer,  that  our  having  previoufly  treated  would  be  no  impediment  to  fuch  a  meafujre. 
But,  if  it  were,  I  freely  confefs  that  this  confideration  would  have  no  influence  with: 
me  j  becaufe  fuch  an  alliance,  for  fuch  a  purpofe,  I  conceive  co  be  the  greateft  calamity 
that  can  befall  tne  Britifh  nation.  For  let  irs-ndt  attempt  to  deceive  ourfelves  ;  whatever 
poffibility  or  even  probability  there  may  be  of  a  counter  revolution,  from  internal 'ag'i-ta- 
tion  and  difeord,  the  means  of  producing,  fuch  an  event  by  external  force,  can  be;  no 
other  than  the  conqueft  cf  France.  The  conqueft  of  France  !  I  1—0  !  calumniated 
'  crufadeis,  how  rational  and  moderate  were  your  objects!-— O!  much  injured  Bouis 
uPon  ^hat  flight  grounds  have  yo'u  '  been  accufed  of  reftlefs  and  immoderate 
ambition  ,—0  .  tame  and  feeble  Cervantes,  with  what  a  timid  ■pencil  and  faint  colours 
have  you  painted  the  portrait  si  a  diferdered  imagination  !’* 


The 
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The  noble  lord,  in  order  to 
confute  a  former  miftatement  of  the 
fecretary  of’  Hate,  read  part  of  a 
letter  front  M.  Condoreet,  ex  pref¬ 
ling'  the  anxious*'  defire  :  of  the 
French  to  maintain  an  amicable 
tinderlUtnding  and  generous  friend- 
lllip  with 'England  ;  and  this  friend- 
fhip  might  have  been  maintained, 
but  for  the  infidious  and  crooked 
manner  in  which  our  minilters  had 
parried  on  the 'negotiation. 

The  earl  of  Lauderdale  pro- 
felfed  himfelf  to  be  one  of  the 
people  ;  and  it  was  not  the  low 
?md  pitiful  inveCtives  that  daily 
i  fined  from  the  prefs,  that  Ibould 
make  him  Ihrink  from  the  profe- 
Cution  of  thofe  reforms  that  he 
thought  effential  to  the  public 
happinefs. 

“  Inllead  of  fubmitting,”  faid  his 
'  lordlhip, (<  the  grounds  of  Complaint 
to  rational  difquifition,  a  vile  col¬ 
lection  of  papers  is  diitributed  at 
your  l6rd^hips,  doors,  pitifully  con¬ 
trived  to  excite  your  prejudices 
pgainft  the  French  nation. ”  His 
lordlhip  concluded  by*  producing 
feveral  teftimonies  to  prove,  that 
the  French  had  manifelted  a  uni- 
■  form  delire  of  maintaining  peace 
‘  and  amity  with  England. 

His  ’lordlhip  was  followed  by 
lord  Stormont,  who  in  a  fhort 
recommended  an  immediate 


war. 


The  marquis  pf  Lanfdowne  be¬ 
gan  an  able  fpeeeh,  by  declaring, 
that  in  his  confidence  he  believed, 
that  if  our  court  had  fent  an  able 
arid  experienced  minifter  to  Paris, 
to  intercede  for  the  life  of  Louis 
XV L  that  unfortunate  monarch 
Would  have  been  fpared.  He  difculf- 
the  policy  of  the  war  in  a  variety 
of  lights,  and  endeavoured  to  prove 
.  that  it  would  be  a  wanton  wav  on 
Olp*  part,  t  without  the  lead  provo? 


cation  on  the  part  of  France, 
He  fpoke  with  marked  difapproba-* 
tibn  of  the  manner  in  which  M, 
Chauvelin,  the  French  minifter, 
had  been  difinifted  from  England, 
and  in  which  the  negotiation  had 
been  carried  on.  It  was  di Ignit¬ 
ing  (he  faid)  to  fee  the  little, 
crooked,  bafiard  ftatelinefs  we  had 

aifcdted  ” - Look,”  continued 

his  lordlhip,  “  at  the  papers  of 
the  French  ;  you  fee  them  candid, 
open,  conciliating;  they  extendtheir 
arms  to  receive  11s  ;  they  anticipate 
objections  in  order  to  remove 
them  5  they  ufe  the  kindelt  expref- 
fions,  and  declare  their  anxiety  to 
maintain  friendlhip  with '  us*. — — « 
On  the  other  fide,  what  was  our 
conduCt  ?  Miiiilters  received  M. 
Chauvelin,  indeed,  but  in  a  way 
to’difguft  him  perfonally,  and  to 

infult  the  people  of  France- - - 

They  would  not  treat  with  him 
but  in  enigmas-- They  quill  ufe 
their  ifs  and  diitiridtions.” 

Lord  Lanfdowne  proceeded  to 
(hew  the  further  provocations  the 
miniftry  had  offered  to  France. — » 
They  had  laid  an  embargo  on  the 
exportation  of  corn  to  that  coun¬ 
try,  in  the  miferable  idea  of  ftarv> 
ing  the  people  for  want  of  bread, 
Lall  of  all  they  ordered  M.  Chauve-* 
lin  away,  in  a  manner  fo  oftenfive, 
that  it  was  in  itfelf  a  declaration 
pf  hoftilities. 

The  noble  marquis  then  entered 
into  the  queftion,  how  far  we  were 
prepared  for  war.  The  unfunded 
debt  amounted  to  ip  millions;  the 
India  bonds  to  3,200,000!. ;  and 
we  had  been  increafing  our  navy 
bills,  bearing  intereit  at  6  per  cent, 
while  we  w^ere  buying  up  3  per 
cents  at  92. 

The  earl  of  Carlifie,  and  tjty 
chancellor  (lord  Loughborough),, 
replied  to  the  marquis  of  Lanf? 


*  §se  thg  of  this  cortefpqndence  in  cup 
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downe ;  the  latter  chiefly  infilled 
on  the  atheiftical  declaration  of 
Dupont  in  the  French  conven¬ 
tion.  The  chancelfor  alfo  men¬ 
tioned  his  own  change  of  fituation,. 
and  aflerted  that  he  was  no  gainer 
by  changing  the  chief  jutlicefhip 
of  the  common  pleas  for  the  gr$at 
feal  of  England. 

The  addrefs  was  carried  without 
a  diviflon. 

From  the  complexion  ©f  thefe 
debates,  lome  perfons  will  be  dif- 
pofed  to  think  with  Mr.  Fox,  that 
the  Britifli  minillry  were  deter¬ 
mined  upon  war.  With  refpedt  to 
the  wifdom  or  the  folly  of  that 
determination,  we  prefume  not  to 
anticipate  the  verdict  of  pofterity. 
It  however  becomes  us  frankly  to 
declare,  that  as  we  have  never  been 
able  to  compliment  Mr.  Pitt  as*  a 
great  and  able  flatefman,  fo  we 
cannot  allow  that  the  prefent  in- 
ftance  will  add  to  his  reputation 
for  political  wifdom  and  ability. 
It  will  perhaps  be  faid,  that  mi- 
jfillers  had  formed  fuch  arrange* 
inents  with  Dumourier,  and  with 
the  difaffedled  party  in  La  Vendee, 
that  they  might  confidently  hope 
at  this  crifis  for  no  lefs  an  event 
than  the  entire  eon  quell  of  France  ; 
and  that  this  was  too  fplendid  a 
temptation  for  any  miniller  of 
moderate  ambition  to  refill.  We 
anfwer,  that  a  wife  llatefman 
would  not  have  been  milled  by 
fplendid  delufions,  but  would  have 
Informed  himfelf  accurately  of  the 
Hate  and  temper  of  the  people  with 
vvhom  he  was  about  to  engage ; 
and  every  found  politician,  who 
was  well  acquainted  with  the  re- 
fources  of  France,  has,  from  the 
beginning  of  the  revolution,  pro- 
xibunced  it  invincible  by  exter¬ 
nal  force. 

'  W  hatev.er  were  the  intentions  of 
the  Britilh  minillry,  however,  they 
were  completely  anticipated  by  the 


rafhnefs  of  the  French  cotfventfofi*' 
Difgulled  by  the  difmiflion  of  M* 
Chauvelin,  and  witjh  the  refufal  of 
the  Englilh  minillry  to  treat  with 
M.  Maret,  who  arrived  from 
France,  about  this  period,  with1 
extended  powers,  and,  it  is  faid, 
with  fame  confiderable  concefiions, 
the  French  conyention,  on  the  ill 
of  February,  decreed  a  declaration 
of  war  againfi:  his  Britannic  mar- 
jelly,  and  the  lladtholder  of  the 
United  Provinces. 

On  the  i  sth  of  February,  there¬ 
fore,  Mr.  fecretary  Dundas  brought 
up  a  meflage  from  his  majelly,. 
announcing  to  his  faithful  com¬ 
mons  the  public  declaration  of 
war  made  By  the  French  agaknll 
his  majelly  and  the  United  Fro- 
vinces. 

The  meflage  was  taken  into 
confideralion  on  the  1 2th  of  Fe¬ 
bruary.  In  the  houfe  of  commons, 
Mr.  Pitt  laid,  that  in  propoling 
to  the  houfe  an  addrefs  in  anfwer 
to  his  majellyJs  meflage,  he  did 
not  conceive  that  there  could  b£ 
any  neeeffity,  in  the  prefent  in- 
flance,  for  troubling  them  much 
at  large  war  now  was  not  only 
declared,  but  carried  on  at  our 
very  doors  ;  a  war  which  aimed  at 
an  objedl  no  lefs  dellrudlive  than- 
the  total  ruin  of  the  freedom  and 
independence  of  this  country. 

Mr.  Pitt,  in  the  courfe  of  his 
fpeeeh,  mentioned  the  declaration 
of  war  on  the  part  of  the  French, 
as  a  firll  aggreffion,  without  ad¬ 
verting  to  the  infults  which  the 
French  fuppofed  they  had  pre- 
vioully  received  from  England'. 
The  French  in  their  declaration- 
of  war  fay,  “  That  the  king  of 
England  has  not  ceafed,  efpecialiy 
fince  the  .revolution  of  the  loth 
of  Augufl,  1792,  to  give  proofs 
of  his  being  evil  difpofed  towards' 
the  French  nation,  and  of  his 
attachment  to  the  coalition  of 
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crowned  heads.’5  They  proceed 
to  ftate,  as  further  grounds  for 
their  declaration  of  war,  “  That 
the  cabinet  of  St.  James’s  has  ceafed 
fnce  the  fame  period  to  corre- 
fpond  with  the  French  ambaflador 
at  London,  on  pretext  of  the  fuf- 
penfion  of  the  heretofore  king  of 
the  French.  That  fmce  the  open¬ 
ing  of  the  national  convention, 
the  faid  cabinet  has  refufed  to  re- 
fume  the  ufual  correfpondence  be¬ 
tween  the  two  hates,  and  to 
acknowledge  the  power  of  the 
-convention.  That  it  has  refufed 
to  acknowledge  the  ambaflador  of 
the  French  republic,  although 
provided  with  letters  of  credit  in 
its  name.  That  the  faid  court 
has  caufed  to  be  hopped  fever al 
boats  and  fhips  loaded  with  grain 
for  France,  contrary  to  the  treaty 
of  ryBd,  while  exportation  to 
other  foreign  countries  was  free.” 

Mr.  Pitt,  after  examining  every 
part  of  the  French  declaration, 
afferted,  that  he  found  nothing  but 
pretexts  alleged  as  grounds  for 
the  declaration  of  war*  too  weak 
to  require  refutation.  When  he 
came  to  conclude,  he  faid,  “  We 
hav£»  in  every  inftance,  obferved 
the  ftridleft  neutrality  with  refpedt 
to  the  French  ;  we  have  puftied, 
to  its  utmoh  extent,  the  fyhem  of 
temperance  and  moderation ;  we 
have  waited  to  the  lah  moment  for 
fatisfadlory  explanation.”  Fie  then 
moved  the  addrefs,  in  which  he 
fvas  fupported  by  Mr.  Powys,  Mr. 
fecretary  Dundas,  Mr.  Burke,  Mr. 
Dudley  Ryder,  and  Mr.  Gren¬ 
ville. 

Mr.  Fox  blamed  the  imprudence 
of  minifters  jn  launching  this  coun¬ 
try  into  a  war  before  any  means 
had  been  ufed  to  prevent  it.  While 
the  minifter  boldly  afferted,  that 
a  fyftem  of  temperance  and  mode¬ 
ration  had  been  ufed,  it  was  well 
known,  he  faid,  that  he  had  re- 
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jedled  every  conciliatory  mode  of¬ 
fered  by  the  enemy.  Every  Hep 
taken  by  admin  ift  ration  feemed  to 
imply  a  defire  to  break  with  France. 
To  have  fuffered  earl  Gower  to 
remain  at  Paris,  after  the  loth  of 
Auguft,  would  have  implied  no 
recognition  of  the  government  that 
fucceeded  that  to  which  he  had  his 
formal  million,  any  more  than  to 
have  negotiated  with  that  govern¬ 
ment  in  the  molt  direct  and  fecure 
way,  in  preference  to  the  moll 
indiredl  and  hazardous.  Mr.  Fox 
faid,  he  feared  that  this  war  would 
be  fuppofed  a  war  for  reftoring 
monarchy  in  France,  and  for  fup- 
porting  rather 'the  caufe  of  kings 
than  the  caufe  of  the  people.  Fie 
would  be  the  lad  to  draw  a  difr 
tindiion  of  intereft  between  the 
rich  and  the  poor  ;  for,  whatever 
the  fuperficial  obferver  might  think, 
nothing  was  clearer,  when  pliilo- 
foph^ally  confidcred,  than  that  a 
man,  who  was  not  immediately 
pofleffed  of  property,  had  as  great 
an  intereft  in  the  general  protection 
arqi  fecuritv  of  property,  as  he  who 
was ;  and  therefore  he  reprobated 
all  thofe  calls  upon  the  particular 
exertions  of  men  of  property,  as 
tending  to  excite  the  idea  of  an 
invidious  diftindlion,  which  did  not 
exift  in  faCfc.  When  the’  attack 
on  France  was  called  the  caufe  of 
kings,  it  was  not  a  very  witty, 
but  a  fufHcient  reply,  that  oppoftng 
it  might  be  called  the  caufe  of 
fubjedtsv 

Mi*.  Fox  contended,  that  or¬ 
dering  M.  Chauvelin  to  depart 
the  kingdom,  and  Hopping  the 
exportation  of  corn  to  France, 
when  exportation  was  allowed  to 
other  countries,  were  adts  of  hoi- 
tility  and  provocation  on  our  part ; 
which  did  not  allow  us  to  fay,  as 
the  propofed  addrefs  faid,  that  the 
war  was  an  unprovoked  aggreflion 
on  the  part  of  France,  He  con- 
E  3  eluded 
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eluded  with  moving  an  amend¬ 
ment  to  the  addrefs. 

Mr.  Burke  laid,  he  fhoiftd  vote 
an  addrefs  enabling  the  execu¬ 
tive  government  to  carry  on  war, 
though  he  did  not  approve  of  the 
iondudt  of  minifters.  He  feeiil- 
ed  to  complain  of  the  reporters  of 
of  the  parliamentary  debates,  who 
reported  the  fpeeches  of  Mr.  Fox 
with  the  utmoft  accuracy,  while 
thofe  of  Mr.  Windham  were 
mangled  and  diftorted.  To  take 
a  view  of  ‘Mr.  Fox’s  fpeech  in  a 
icrious  way,  he  faid,  it  infinuated 
that  the  charge  of  the  French  was, 
‘‘That  the  king  of  Great  Britain 
had  brought  on,  or  determined  on 
war,  againft  the  fenfe  of  his  mi- 
jnft ers,  againft  the  fenfe  of  par¬ 
liament,  and  againft  the  fenfe  of 
the  people,  in  order  to  augment 
liis  own  power.  If  this  was  the 
cafe,  minifters  had  betrayed  their 
country  by  their  acquiefcencC,  and 
it  was  the  duty  of  that  houfe  to 
addrefs  the  king  to  remove  them.” 
Mr.  Burke  then  entered  into  a  long 
declamation  on  the  criminal  inten¬ 
tions  of  the  French  to  all  Europe, 
which,  ho\vever,  contained  nothing 
new.  The  Speaker  twice  inter¬ 
rupted  the  orator,  in  this  part  of 
his  harangue,  as  he  had  attempted 
to  arreft  the  attention  of  the 
houfe  while  he  read  two  long 
pamphlets,  which  he  faid  contain¬ 
ed  the  former  fentiments  of  Mr. 
Fox  on  the  commercial  treaty. 

Mr.  Burke  proceeded  to  deferibe 
France,  as  a  nation  that  had  aban¬ 
doned  all  its  valuable  di  ft  in  (Tons, 
arts,  faiences,  religion,  law,  order, 
every  thing  hut  the  fword  ;  and  as 
formidable  from  their  power  to  the 
whole  world.  They  had  declared, 
by  their  minifter  Cambon,  that 
the  limits  of  their  empire  fhould 
be  thofe  that  nature  fet  to  them, 
the  fea  on  one  fide,  and  the  Alps 
land  the  Rhine  on  the  other  ;  and 
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fome  of  the  members,  in  voting  foe 
the  death  of  Louis,  had  faid,  The 
tree  of  liberty  could  not  flourifii, 
till  fprinkled  with  the  blood  of 
tyrants. 

He  readily  allowed,  this  was' the 
moft  dangerous  war  in  Which  we 
ever  were  engaged  ;  but  the  allL 
ances  we  might  form,  gave,  he 
added,  a  good  profpedl  of  fuccefs. 
From  this  topic  Mr.  Burke  again 
reverted  to  the  crimes  and  mifde- 
meanors  of  France*  and  mentioned 
a  convivial  meeting  of  the  Englilh 
at  Paris,  where  one  of  the  toafts 
was,  Tb‘e  health  of  citizens  Fox, 
Mackintofh,  Sheridan,  Paine,  Bar- 
low,  and  the  other  friends  of  li¬ 
berty,  who  enlightened,  the  people 
of  England.  >* 

Mr.  Dundas  alfo  oppofed  the 
amendment,  and  entered  into  an 
exculpation  of  all  the  meafnrea 
which  the  French  complained  had 
driven  them  into  hoftilities.  With 
refpect  to  M.  Chauvelin  in  parti¬ 
cular,  Mr.  Dundas  faid,  he  had 
not  been  ordered  away,  till  after 
he  had  demanded  to  be  received 
and  acknowledged  as  minifter  of 
the  republic, 

Mr.  Sheridan,  in  fupport  of  Mr. 
Fox’s  amendment, Laid,  he  had  not 
forgotten  that  Mr.  Burke,  in  his 
very  firft  revilings  of  the  French 
revolution,  had  fcorned  and  infult- 
ed  them  as  a  nation  extinguhhed 
for  ever,  and  to  be  feared  no  more; 
that  he  delcribed  the  country  as  a 
gap  and  chafm  in  Europe,  and  the 
hiftorian  had  only  to  record  “  Gal¬ 
los  ohm  hello  jlormjfe”  Yet  this 
very  gentlemah  now  fuppofed  them 
fumciently  powerful  to  need  the  ef¬ 
forts  of  all  Europe  to  give  theih  a 
king.  Mr.  Sheridan  faid,  he  could' 
not  poffibly  fee  upon  what  ground 
all  the  infidelity  and  atheifm  To 
much  complained  of  among  the 
French,  was  attributed  to  the  revo¬ 
lution. 

It 


FOREIGN 


HISTOR  Y. 


It  was  notorious  that  all  the 
jnen  and  women  of  fafhion  in 
■  France,  including,  poffibly,  all  the 
prefent  emigrant  nobility,  were  the 
genuine  and  zealous 1  followers  of 
Voltaire  and  Rondeau ;  and  if  the 
lower  orders  had  been  perverted,  it 
was  by  their  precept  and  example. 
There  was  as  much  irreligion  under 
the  old  government  as  there  is  now, 
though  the  profits  arifing  from  the 
bare  profefiion  of  chriftianity  were 
confiderable  enough  to  filencc  fome 
who  were  well  provided  for  in  the 
church.  It  certainly  was  not  to 
the  credit  of  the  ecclefiaftics,  fo 
Gonfiderably  paid,  that  they  had  no 
more  influence  over  the  people 
committed  to  their  charge. 

The  amendment  of  Mr,  Fox  was 
negatived,  and  the  addrefs  carried 
without  a  divifion. 

On  the  fame  day,  1 2th  of  Febru¬ 
ary,  the  royal  meflage  was  taken 
into  confideration  by  the  houfe  of 
lords.  Lord  Grenville  rofe  to  move 
the  addrefs,  and  averted,  that  his 
majefty,  in  the  whole  oourfe  of 
the  negotiation,  had  demonitrated 
that  the  continuance  of  peace  was 
the  object  neareft  his  heart,  and 
that  nothing  but  dire  neceffity 
could  make  him  refort  to  war. 
With  refpedt  to  the  prohibition  of 
the  exportation  of  corn,  he  faid, 
he  allowed  it  to  have  been  an  act 
of  the  executive  government,  but 
it  was  in  every  point  of  view 
ftridtly  juftifiable,  fince  England 
had  a  full  right  to  judge  what 
quantity  of  corn  could  he  fpared 
from  her  own  confumption.  In 
the  exercife  of  that  right,  file  had 
prohibited  generally  the  exporta¬ 
tion  of  Engliflv  corn  ;  and  this  ffie 
;  might  do,  without  rendering  an 
account  to  any  one-  He  admitted 
however,  that  the  prohibition  had 
another  object,  and  extended  to 
foreign  corn  exported  to  France. 
Flis  lordfhip  examined  the  French 
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declaration  of  war,  commented 
upon  the  mod  important  parts  of 
it,  and  concluded  by  calling  it  a 
groundlefs  and  unprovoked  decla¬ 
ration  of  war. 

He  was  followed  in  the  fame  drain 
of  argument  by  the  duke  of  Portland, 
lords  Stormont  and  H a wkefbury,  ana 
the  duke  of  Leeds.  Thefe  noblelords 
all  agreed,  that  the  intentions  of 
the  French  nation  towards  us  had 
been  fufficiently  clear.  They  aimed 
at  nothing  lefs  than  the  overthrow 
of  the  government.  This  was  evi¬ 
dent  from  their  wifli  of  eftablifti- 
ing  a  national  convention  among 
us.  Would  any  man  affirm,  that 
we  were  tamely  to  fubmit  to  this  ? 
If  fo,  we  fought  peace  even  at  the 
price  of  our  deltru&ion.  We  fup- 
plicated  it  on  bended  knees— - 

<(  Orcmus  pacem,  et  dextras  tendamus 
inclines. 

Lord  Lauderdale  rofe  and  faid, 
“  My  lords,  give  yourfelves  the 
recollection  of  a  moment,  and  fay, 
upon  your  honour,  who,  were  the 
aggreffiors  ;  who  gave  the  firft  of¬ 
fence  ;  who,  in  faCt,  commenced 
hoftilities  ?  Lid  not  this  country, 
in  open  violation  of  treaty,  detain 
foreign  corn  in  our  ports  deftined 
for  France,  before  they  had  given 
us  the  lealt  provocation,  much  lefs 
a  juftifiable  caufe  for  this  pointed 
outrage  ?  Lid  you  not,  at  the 
fame  time,  fuller  corn,  and  other 
things  perhaps  of  more  importance, 
to  be  tranfported  to  their  enemies 
at  open  war,  with  them,  who  had 
invaded  their  country,  and  who 
had  threatened  them  with  open 
deftniCtion  ?  It  is  plain  to  demon- 
hration,  that  the  French  were  at 
that  time  treated  by  us  as  enemies, 
and  we  had  long  determined  to 
force  them  into  hoftilities,  to  afford 
a  p;etext  for  going  to  war  with 
them.’* 

The  noble  lord  entered  next  into 
-  the  other  alleged  grounds  of  pro¬ 
lyl  4  vocation. 
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vocation. — Had  they  entered  into 
any  explanations  with  France  ;  had 
they  explained  the  grounds  and 
reafons  of  the  infra&ions  of  the 
commercial  treaty  in  the  alien  bill, 
and  the  bill  prohibiting  the  expor¬ 
tation  of  naval  Fores  to  France? 
Flad  they  attempted  to  explain  the 
difmiffion  of  M.  Chauyelin  ;  a  dif- 
miilion  attended  with  every  circum- 
Fance  that  could  add  to  its  igno¬ 
miny  ?  Lord  Lauderdale  concluded 
with  moving;  an  amendment  to  the 
addrefs. 

Earl  Stanhope  fpoke  on  the  fame 
fide,  and,  in  the  courfe  of  his 
fpeech,  diredted  the  clerk  to  read 
the  2d  article  of  the  commercial 
treaty,  concluded  in  1786,  in 
wh  ch  it  was  exprefsly  declared, 
that  in  cafe  of  any  fubjefff  of  mix-  - 
under Fand in g  arifmg  between'  the 
two  nations,  the  fending  ajvay  the 
ambnffad&r  of  one  of  them  Jhould  he 
deemed  a  rupture.  His  lordfnip  alfo 
propofed  an  amendment. 

The  marquis  of  Lanfdowne  fup- 
ported  the  preceding  fpeakers  in 
their  general  arguments  againft  the 
war.  "Who,  faid  the  noble  lord, 
are  the  aggreffbrs— -they  who  kept 
a  miniFer,  or  they  who  difmiffed 
him  ?  they  who  offered  to  explain, 
or  they  who  refufed  to  hear  ?  they 
who  offered  to  go  on  and  trade  in 
amity,  „or  they  who  prohibited  the 
exportation  of  grain  to  them,  while 
open  to  the  reft  of  the  world  ? 
The  amendments  propofed  by  lords 
Stanhope  and  Lauderdale  being 
negatived,  the  queflion  was  put, 
and  the  addrefs  palled  in  the  affir¬ 
mative. 

Mr.  Fox  and  the  other  members 
of  the  oppofftion  exerted  their 
talents  and  ingenuity  to  avert  the 
ruin  which  they  apprehended  muff 
await  this  country,  if  once  preci¬ 
pitated  into  a  war. 

On  the  18th  of  February,  MivFox 
prefented  a  feries  of  refolutions,  the 
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purport  of  which,  he  faid,  was'tp 
limit  and  define  tlie  objedts  and- 
reafons  which  were  alleged  on 
the  part  of  miniFers  for  entering 
into  the  quarrel  with  France  ;  and 
to  record  them  on  the  journals  of 
the  houie,  In  examining  the  al® 
leged  caufes  of  provocation,  he 
had  maintained,  that  they  were  all 
ohjedfs  of  negotiation,  and  fuch  as* 
till  fatisfadfion  was  explicitly  de¬ 
manded  and  refufed,  did  not  juf- 
tiry  reforting  to  the  laF  extremity. 
The  war,  he  added,  be  the  real 
caufe  what  it  might,  would  be 
much  lefs  calamitous  to  this  coun¬ 
try,  if,  in  the  profecution  of  it, 
we  could  adf  without  allying  our- 
felves  with  thofe  who  had  made 
war  on  France,  for  the  avowed 
purpofe  of  interfering  in  her  inter® 
r.al  government ;  if,  in  other  words, 
we  could  avoid  entering  into  en¬ 
gagements  that  might  fetter  us  in 
our  negotiations  for  peace.  Since 
negotiation  mult  be  the  iffue  of 
every  war  which  was  not  a  war  ct 
abfolute  conqueF,  we  fhould  Fiun 
the  dilgrace  of  being  parties  with 
thofe,  who  in  firfl  attempting  to 
invade  France,  and  fince  invad¬ 
ing  Poland,  had  violated  all  the 
principles  of  juFicT  and  of  ho¬ 
nour.  ' 

As  the  other  arguments  which 
were  urged  on  this  fubje«SL..werd 
fo  nearly  fimilar  to  thofe  which 
had  been  before  adduced,  we  Flail 
not  attempt  to  follow  Mr.  Fox 

J  1 

throurrh  his  able  and  well  atran* 
ged  fpeech,  but  refer  our  readers 
for  the  object  and  fubFance  of  them 
to  the  following  refolutions  : ' 

iF.  ^  That  it  is  not  for  the  ho¬ 
nour  or  iiitereF  of  Great  Britain 
to  make  war  upon  France,  on  ac¬ 
count  of  the  internal  circumFances 
of  that  country,  for  the  purpofe 
either  of  fuppreffing  or  punifhing 
any  opinions  and  principles,'  how¬ 
ever  pernicious  in  their  tendency, 

'  which 
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which  may  prevail  there,  or  of  ef- 
tabifthing  among  the  French  peo¬ 
ple  any  particular  form  of  govern¬ 
ment.5  ■* 

2d.  44  That  the  particular  com¬ 
plaints  which  have  been  made  a- 
gainft  the  condudi  of  the  French  go¬ 
vernment  are  not  of  a  nature  to  juf- 
tify  war  in  the  iirft  in  fiance*  with¬ 
out  having  attempted  to  obtain  re¬ 
dr  el's  by  negotiation.55 

3d.  44  That  it  appears  to  this 
houfe*  that  in  the  late  negotiation 
between  his  majefty’s  minifters  and 
the  agents  of  the  French  govern¬ 
ment,  the  faid  minifters  did  not 
take  fuch  meafures  as  were  likely 
to  procure  redrefs,  without  a  rup¬ 
ture,  for  the  grievances  of  which 
they  complained  ;  and  particularly 
that  they  never  hated  diftinctly  to 
the  French  government,  any  terms 
and  conditions,  the  accellion  to 
which,  on  the  part  of  France, 
would  induce  his  majefty  to  perfe- 
yere  in  a  fyftem  of  neutrality.55 

4th.  44  That  it  does  not  appear 
that  the  tranquillity  of  Europe,  and 
the  rights  of  independent  nations, 
which  have  been  Itated  as  grounds 
of  war  againft  France,  have  been 
attended  to  by  his  majefty’s  rmni- 
flers  in  the  cafe  of  Poland,  in  the 
invafion  of  which  unhappy  country, 
both  in  the  lull  year  and  more  recent¬ 
ly,  the  moll  open  contempt  of  the 
law  of  nations,  and  the  moil  unjufti- 
fiable  fpirit  of  aggrandizement  have 
been  manifefted,  without  having 
roduced,  as  far  as  appears  to  this 
oufe,  any  remonftrance  from  his 
majefty’s  minifters.55 

5th.  44  That  it  is  the  duty  of  his 
majefty5s  minifters,  in  the  prefent 
cribs,  to  advife  his  majefty  againft 
entering  into  engagements  which 
may  prevent  Great  Britain  from 
making  a  feparate  peace,  whenever 
the  interefts  of  his  majefty  and  his 
people  may  render  fuch  a  meafure 
advifeable,  or  which  may  counte- 
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nance  an  opinion  in  Europe,  that 
his  majefty  is  atting  in  concert 
with  other  powers  for  the  unjufti- 
fiable  purpofe  of  compelling  the 
people  of  France  to  fubmit  to  a 
form  of  government  not  approved 
by  that  nation.55 

Mr.  Fox  was  ably  fupported  in 
this  motion  by  Mefirs.  Grey, 
Adam,  Jekyll,  Lambton,  and  She¬ 
ridan  ;  but  was  as.  ftrenuoufly  op- 
pofed  by  the  minifter  and  his 
friends.  There  appeared  270  for 
the  previous  queftion,  and  only  44 
againft  it. 

That  the  fentiments  of  opposi¬ 
tion,  however,  upon  the  condudb 
of  minifters  and  the  caufes  of  the 
war  might  remain  unequivocally  re¬ 
corded,  Mr.  Grey,  on  the  2ift  of 
February,  moved  an  addrefs  to  his 
majefty,  which,  as  it  contains  a 
moil  mafterly  and  comprehenfive 
view  of  the  whole  queftion  relative 
to  the  war,  we  fhall  prefent  entire 
to  our  readers.  Mr.  Grey’s  motion 
was  as  follows : 

“  That  an-  humble  addrefs  be 
prefented  to  his  majefty,  to  alfure 
his  majefty  that  his  faithful  com¬ 
mons,  animated  by  a  lincere  and 
dutiful  attachment  to  his  perfon 
and  family,  and  to  the  excellent 
conftitution  of  this  kingdom,  as 
well  as  by  an  ardent  zeal  for  the 
intereft  and  honour  of  the  nation, 
will  at  all  times  be  ready  to  fupport 
his  majefty  in  any  meafures  which 
a  due  obfervance  of  the  faith  of 
treaties,  the  dignity  of  his  crown, 
or  the  fecurity  of  his  dominions, 
may  compel  him  to  undertake. 

44  That,  feeling  the  moft  earn  eft 
folicitude  to  avert  from  our  coun¬ 
try  the  calamities  of  war,  by  every* 
means  conftftent  with  honour  and 
with  fafety,  we  expreffed  to  his  ma¬ 
jefty,  at  the  opening  of  the  prefent 
feftion,  4  our  fenfe  of  the  temper 
and  prudence  which  had  induced 
his  majefty  to  obferve  a  ftridt  jneu- 
7  tralfty 
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trality  with  refpe&  to  the  war  on 
the  continent,  and  uniformly  to  ab- 
ftain  from  any  interference  in  the 
internal  affairs  of  France  ;7  and  our 
hope  that  the  Reps  his  majefty 
had  taken  would  have  the  happy 
tendency  ‘  to  render  a  firm  and 
temperate  conduct  effc&ual  for  pre¬ 
ferring  the  bieffings  of  peace.’ 

-  “  That,  with  the  deeped  concern, 

we  now’  find  ourfelves  obliged  to 
relinquifh  that  hope,  without  any 
evidence  having  been  produced  to 
fatisfy  us  that  his  majefty ’&  minl- 
fters  have  made  fuch  efforts  as  it 
was  their  duty  to  make,  and  as,  by 
his  majefty’s  moft  gracious  fpeech, 
we  were  taught  to  e^pedf,  for  the 
prefervation  of  peace.-— It  is  no  lefs 
the  refolution  than  the  duty  of  his 
mojeftyss  faithful  commons  to  fe- 
Cond  his  efforts  in  the  war  thus  fa¬ 
tally  commenced,  fo  long  as  it  fhail 
continue  ;  but  we  deem  it  .a  duty 
equally  incumbent  upon  us  to  foli- 
cit  his  majefty?s  attention  to  thole 
•  reafons  or  pretexts,  by  which  his 
fervants  have  laboured  to  juftify  a 
conduit  on  their  part  which  we 
cannot  but  confider  as  having  con¬ 
tributed,  in  a  great  meafure,  to 
produce  the  prefent  rupture. 

“  Various  grounds  of  hoftility  a- 
gainft  France  have  been  ftated,  but 
none  that  appeared  to  us  to  have 
conftituted  fuch  an  urgent  and  im¬ 
perious  cafe  of  neceffity  as  left  no 
room  for  accommodation,  and  made 
*war  unavoidable. — The  govern¬ 
ment  of  France  has  been  accufed  of 
having  violated  the  law  of  nations, 
and  the  ftipulations  of  exifting  trea¬ 
ties,  by  an  attempt  to  deprive  the 
republic  of  the  United  Provinces 
of  the  exclufive  navigation  of  the 
Scheldt.  No  evidence,  however, 
has  been  offered  to  convince  us  that 
this  exclufive  navigation  was,  either 
in  itfelf  or  in  the  eftimation  of  thofe 
who  were  alone  interefted  in  pre- 
ferving  it,  of  fuch  importance  as  to 


juftify  a  determination  in  our  go* 
vernment  to  break  with  France  on 
that  account.  If,  in  faeft,  the  States 
General  had  fliewn  a  difpofitiorl  tpf 
defend  their  right  by  force  of  arms, 
it  might  have  been  an  inftance  of 
the  trueft  friendftlip  to  have  fug- 
gefted  to  them;  for  their  ferious 
confideration,  ,how  far  the  affertion 
of  this  unprofitable  claim  might,  in 
the  prefent  circumftances  of  Eu-> 
rope,  tend  to  bring  into  hazard 
the  moft  effential  interefts  of  the 
republic. •*— 33ut  .when,  on  the  con¬ 
trary,  it  has  been  acknowdedged 
that  no  requisition  on  this  fubjedf 
was  made  to  his  majefty  on  the  part 
of  the  States  General,  we  are  at  a 
lofs  to  comprehend  on  what  grounds 
of  right  or  propriety  we  take  the 
lead  in  afferting  a  claim  in  which 
we  are  not  principals,  and  in  which, 
the  principal  party  has  not,  as  far 
as  we  know,  thought  it  prudent  or 
neceffary  to  call  for  our  interpo- 
fition. 

i(  We  rauft  further  remark,  that 
the  point  in  difpute  feemed  to  us  to 
have  been  relieved  from  a  material 
part  of  its  difficulty  by  the  declaras*- 
tion  of  the  minifter  of  foreign  af¬ 
fairs  in  France,  that  the  French 
nation  gave  up  all  pretenfions  to 
determine  the  queftion  of  the  future 
navigation  of  the  Scheldt.  Whe¬ 
ther  the  terms  of  this  declaration 
were  perfectly  fatisfnclory  or.  not, 
they  at  leaft  left  the  queftion  open 
to  pacific  negotiation  ;  in  which 
the  intrinlic  value  of  the  objedt,  to 
any  of  the  parties  concerned  in  it, 
might  have  been  coolly  and  impar¬ 
tially  weighed  againft  the  confe- 
quences  to  which  all  of  them, might' 
be  expofed  by  attempting  to  .main¬ 
tain  it  by  force  of  arms. 

,lWe  have  been  called  upon  to  re¬ 
fill  views  of  conqueft  and  aggran¬ 
dizement  entertained  by  the  go¬ 
vernment  of  France,  ‘  at  all  times 
dangerous  to  the  general  interefts 
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of  Europe,  but’  afferted  to  be  4  pe¬ 
culiarly  fo,  when  connected  with 
the  propagation  of  principles  which 
lead  to  the  violation  of  the  moft  fa- 
Cred  duties,  and  die  utterly  fubver- 
five  of  the  peace  and  order  of  all 
civil  fociety.’ 

“Wc  admit,  that  it  is  the  intercft 
and'  duty  of  every  member  of  the 
commonwealth  of  Europe  to  flip-  ; 
port  the  eftabllftted  fyftern,  and  dif- 
tribution  of  power  among  the  in¬ 
dependent  fove  reign  ties,  which  ac¬ 
tually  fubfi ft,  and  to  prevent  the 
aggrandizement  of  any  Hate,  efpe  * 
cially  the  moil  powerful,  at  the  ex¬ 
pence  of  any  Other  ;  and,  for  the 
honour  of  his  majefty’s  councils,  we 
do  moft  earnellly  wifti,  that  his  mi¬ 
nifters  had  manifefted  a  juft  fenfe  of 
the  importance  of  the  principle  to 
which  they  now  appeal,  in  the 
eourie  of  late  events,  which  feemed 
to  us  to  threaten  its  entire  deftrup- 
tion;  •  -  . 

<<  When  Poland  was  beginning  to 
recover  from  the  long  calamities  of 
anarchy,  combined  with  eppref- 
fion  ;  after  fhe  had  eftablifhed  an 
hereditary  and  limited  monarchy 
like  our  own,  and  was  peaceably 
employed  in  fettling  her  internal 
government,  his  majefty?s  minifters, 
with  apparent  indifference  and 
unconcern,  have  feen  her  become 
the  victim  of  the  moft  unprovoked 
and  unprincipled  invafion  ;  her  ter¬ 
ritory  overrun,  her  free  conftitution 
fub verted,  her  national  indepen¬ 
dence  annihilated,  and  the  general 
principles  of  the  fecurity  of  nations 
wounded  through  her  fide.  With 
all  thefe  evils  was  France  foon  after 
threatened;  and  with  the  fame  ap¬ 
pearance  either  of  fupine  indif¬ 
ference,  or  of  fecret  approbation, 
his  rnajefty’s  minifters  beheld  the 
armies  of  other  powers  (in  evident 
concert  with  the  oppreffor  of  Po¬ 
land)  advancing  to  the  invafion'and 
fubjugation  of  France,  and  the 


march  of  thofe  armies  diftinguifhed 
from  the  ordinary  hoftilities  of  ci^ 
vilized  nations  by  manifeftos,  which, 
if  their  principles  and  menaces  had 
been  carried  into  pradtice,  mu  ft 
have  inevitably  produced  the  4  re¬ 
turn  of  that  ferocity  and  barbarifgt 
in  war,  which  a  beneficent  religion, 
and  enlightened  mariners,  and  true 
military  honour,  have  for  a  long 
time  baniihed  from  the  ohriftian 
world v  ’  -  .r. 

(i  No  effort  appears  to  have  been 
made  to  check  the  progrefs  of  thefe 
invading  armies; — -His  majefty^s 
minifters,  under  a  prete-nded  re- 
fpecl:  for  the  rights  and  indepen¬ 
dence  of  other  fovereigns,  thought 
fit  at  that  time  to  refute  even  the 
interpofttion  of  his  majefty’s  couri- 
fels  and  good  offices  tp  fave  fo  great 
and  important  a  portion  of  Europe 
from  fall  in  o'  under  the  dominion  of 
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a  foreign  power.  But  no  fooner, 
by  an  ever  memorable  reverfe  of  for¬ 
tune,  had  France  repaired  her  in¬ 
vaders,  and  carried  her  arms  into 
their  territory,  than  his,  majeftyN 
minifters,  laying  afide  that  coll nave 
indifference  which  had  marked  tuffir 
conduct  during  the  invafion  of 
France,  began  to  exprefs.  alarms 
for  the  general  fecurity  of  Europe, 
which,  as  it  appears  to  us,  they 
ought  to  have  ferioufly  felt,  and 
might  have  exprefied.  with  greater 
juftice,  on  the  previous  fucceffes  of 
her  powerful  adverfaries. 

“We  will  not  diffe ruble  our  opi¬ 
nion,  that  the  decree  of  the  nation¬ 
al  convention  of  France  of  the  19th 
of  November  1 792,  was  in  a  great 
meafure  liable  to  the  objections 
urged  againft  it  ;  but  we,  cannot 
■admit  chat  a  war,  upon  the-  tingle 
ground  of  inch  a  decree,  unaccom¬ 
panied  by  any  overt  acts,  by  which 
wear  our  allies  might  be  diredily 
attacked,  would  be  juftihed  as  nc- 
ceffary  and  unavoidable. .  Certain¬ 
ly  not — unlefs,  upon  a  regular  de7 

mand 
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jnand  made  by  his  majeftyT  mini- 
flers  of  explanation  and  fecurity 
in  behalf  of  us  and  our  allies,  the 
French  had  refufed  to  give  his  ma> 
|efly  fuch  explanation  and  fecurity. 
No  fuch  demand  was  made.  Ex¬ 
planations,  it  is  true,  have,  been 
received  and  rejected.  But  it  well 
deferves  to  be  remarked  and  remem¬ 
bered,  that  thefe  explanations  were 
voluntarily  offered  on  the  part  of 
France,  not  previoully  demanded 
on  ours,  as  undoubtedly  they  -would 
have  been,  if  it  had  fuited  the 
views  of  his  majefly’s  miniliers  to 
have  adled  frankly  and  honourably 
towards  France,  and  not  to  have 
referved  their  complaints  for  a  fu¬ 
ture  period,  wheti  explanations, 
however  reafonable,  might  come 
too  late,  and  hollilities  might  be 
Unavoidable. 

“  After  a  review  of  all  thofe  con- 
fiderations,  we  think  it  neceffary 
to  reprefent  to  his  majefty,  that 
none  of  the  points  which  were  in 
difpute  between  bus  miniliers  and 
the  government  of  France,  appear 
to  us  to  have  been  incapable  of  be¬ 
ing  adjufted  by  negotiation,  except 
that  aggravation  of  Fresrch  ambi¬ 
tion,  which  has  been  dated  to  arife 
from  the  political  opinions  of  the 
French  nation.  Thefe  indeed,  we 
conceive,  formed  neither  any  defi¬ 
nable  objett  of  negotiation,  nor 
any  intelligible  reafon  for  hollility. 
They  were  equally  incapable  of  be¬ 
ing  adju (led  by  treaty,  or  of  being 
either  refuted  or  confirmed  by  the 
events  of  war. 

“  Weneednot fiatetohismajefiy’s 
wifdom,  that  lorce  can  never  cure 
delufion  ;  and  we  know  his  majef- 
ty’s  goodnefs  too  well  to  fuppofe, 
that  he  could  ever  entertain  the 
idea  of  employing  force  to  deftroy 
,  opinions  by  the  extirpation  of  thole 
who  hold  them. 

“  The  grounds,  upon  which  his 
majefty 5 s  miniliers  have  advifed  him 
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to  refufe  the  renewal  of  fame  avow¬ 
ed  public  intercourfe  with  the  exit¬ 
ing  government  of  France,  appear¬ 
ed  to  us  neither  jnflified  by  th,e  rea¬ 
fon  of  the  tiling  itfelf,  nor  by  the 
ufage  of  nations,  nor  by  any  expe¬ 
diency  arifing  from  the  prefent 
Hate  of  circum fiances.  In  all  ne¬ 
gotiations  or  difeuffiops  whatfoever, 
of  which  peace  is  the  real  objedf, 
the  appearance  of  an  amicable  dif- 
pofition,  and  of  a  readinefs  to  offer 
and  to  accept  of  pacific  explana¬ 
tions  on  both  fides,  is  as  neceffary 
and  ufeful  to  enfure  fuccefs,  as  any 
arguments  founded  on  flridf  right. 
Nor  can  it  be  deified,  that  claims 
or  arguments  of  any  kind,  urged 
in  hoflile  or  haughty  language, 
however  equitable  or  valid  in  them- 
felves,  are  more  likely  to  provoke 
than  to  conciliate  the  oppofite  par¬ 
ty.  Deploring,  as  we  have  evep 
done,  the  melancholy  event  which 
has  lately  happened  in  France,  it 
would  yet  have  been  fome  confola- 
tion  to  us  to  have  heard,  that  tl^ 
powerful  interposition  of  the  Britifn 
nation  on  this  fubjedt  had  at  lead 
been  offered,  although  it  Should  un¬ 
fortunately  have  been  rejedled.  But 
inftead  of  receiving  fuch  confolation 
from  the  condudt  of  his  majeily’s 
ininiflers,  we  have  feen  them  with 
extreme  afionifhment  employing, 
as  an  incentive  to  hollilities,  an 
event  which  they  ha,d  made  no  ef¬ 
fort  to  avert  by  negotiation.  This 
inaction  they  could  only  excufe  on 
the  principle,  that  the  internal  con¬ 
duct  of  nations  (whatever  may  be 
our  opinion  of  its  morality)  was  no 
proper  ground  for  interpolition  and 
remonfirance  from  foreign  flates  j— 
a  principle,  from  which  it  mull  if  ill 
more  clearly  follow,  that  fuch  in¬ 
ternal  condudl  could  never  be  an 
admiffible,  juilifying  reafon  for 
war. 

“  We  cannot  refrain  from  obferv- 
ing,  that  fuch  frequent  aliulions  a$ 

have 
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have  been  made  to  arr  event  con- 
feffedly  no  ground  of  rupture,  fcem- 
ed  to  us  to  have  arifen  from  a  finif- 
ter  intention  to  derive,  from  the 
humanity  of  Engiifhmen,  popula¬ 
rity  for  meafures  which  their  deli¬ 
berate  judgment  would  have  re¬ 
probated,  and  to  influence  the  mod 
virtuous  fenfibilities  of  his  majefty  rs 
people  into  a  blind  and  furious  zeal 
for  a  war  of  vengeance. 

“  His  majefty’s  faithful  commons 
therefore,  though  always  deter¬ 
mined  to  fupport  his  majefty  with 
vigour  and  cordiality  in  the  exer¬ 
tions  neceffary  for  the  defence  of 
his  kingdoms,  yet  feel  that  they 
are  equally  bound  by  their  duty  to 
his  majefty,  and  to  their  fellow- 
fubjeCfs,  to  declare,  in  the  mod 
folemn  manner,  their  difapproba- 
tion  of  the  conduct  of  his  majefty ’s 
minifters  throughout  the  whole  of 
thefe  tranfa&ions;  a  conduct  which, 
in  their  opinion,  could  lead  to  no 
other  termination  but  that,  to 
which  it  fee  ms  to  have  been  ftu~ 
dioujly  directed,  of  plunging  this 
country  into  an  unneceffary  war. 
The  calamities  of  fuch  a  war  muft 
be  aggravated,  in  the  eftimation  of 
every  rational  mind,  by  reflecting 
on  the  peculiar  advantages  of  that 
fortunate  filiation  which  we  have 
fo  unwifehr  abandoned,,  and  which 
not  only  exempted  us  from  (haring 
in  the  diftreffes  and  afflictions  of 
the  other  nations  of  Europe,  but 
converted  them  into1  fources  of  be¬ 
nefit,  improvement,  and  proiperity 
to  this  country. 

“We  therefore  humbly  implore 
his  majefty  *s  paternal  goodnefs  to 
liften  no  longer  to  the  councils 
which  have  forced  us  into  this  un¬ 
happy  war,  but  to  embrace  the 
^earlieft  occaflon,  which  his  wifdom 
may  difcern,  of  reftoring  to  his  peo¬ 
ple  the  bldftngs  of  peace*.” 

•  *  Jordan’ s  Debates* 


The  motion  was  made  by  Mr# 
Grey  without  any  previous  fpeech  ; 
and  the  fignal  for  negativing  it  was 
given  in  a  few  words  by  the  chan¬ 
cellor  of  the  exchequer,  who  did 
not  enter  into  any  difcuffion  on  the 
fubjeCL 

Mr.  R.  Smith,  on  the  fame  day, 
read  a  petition  figned  by  about 
2500  inhabitants  of  the  town  of 
Nottingham,  enforcing  the  neceftity 
of  an  immediate  reform  in  parlia¬ 
ment.  One  paffage  in  the  petition 
ftated,  “  that  the  conftitution  a- 
mufed  the  country  with  the  name 
of  a  reprefentation  of  the  people, 
when  the  reality  was  gone.”  A- 
nother  paffage  afferted,  “  that  the 
right  of  the  people  had  paffed  from 
them  into  other  hands,  and  that  the 
confidence  of  the  people  with  re- 
fpeCt  to  parliament  was  thereby 
weakened,  if  not  entirely  deftroyed.” 

Mr.  Pitt  rofe  and  obferved,  that 
thefe  expreffions  were  fo  difrefpeCf- 
ful  to  the  houfe,  and  fo  irreverent 
to  the  conftitution,  that  it  appear¬ 
ed  to  him  impoffible  that  the  houfe, 
confidently  with  its  dignity,  could 
allow  the  petition  to  be  brought  up 
in  its  prefent  form.  After  fome 
debate,  therefore,  the  petition  was 
thrown  out  by  a  very  great  majo¬ 
rity. 

The  ere&ion  of  barracks  in  dif¬ 
ferent  parts  of  the  kingdom,  which 
fome  of  the  greateft  legal  authori¬ 
ties  have  cordidered  as  unconftitu- 
tional,  induced  Mr.  M.  A.  Taylor 
on  the  fucoeeding  day  (the  2  2d  j  to 
make  fome  remarks  introductory  to 
a  motion  upon  that  fubjeCt,  He 
alluded  to  the  opinion  of  Mr.  Har¬ 
ley  and  Mr.  Pulteney,  who  ex- 
preffed,  in  the  ftrongeft  poffible 
language,  their  ideas  of  the  danger 
that  muft  arife  to  the  conftitution 
and  to  liberty,  from  quartering  foP 
diers  in  barracks,  and  diffolviiig 
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or  leflehing  their  connection  \vith 
the  body  of  the  people.  He  meii- 
tioncd  the  opinion  given  by  lord 
Gage  in  1739?  which  went  much 
farther  than  he  meant  to  carry  the 
argument.  Speaking  againft  the 
augmentation  of  the  troops,  lord 
Gage  faid,  that  one  thing  (mean¬ 
ing  the  quartering  of  foldiers  ini 
barracks,  and  cutting  off their  con¬ 
nection  with  the  people)  he  confix 
de red  as  above  all  others  the  ir.oft 
fata],  and  that  it  would  give  the 
finifhing  iiroke  to  liberty.  44  If 
this  (faid  lord  Gage)  fhould  ever 
be  attempted,  it  would  become 
the  duty  of  the  people  to  draw 
their  fwords,  as  the  laft  effort 
for  liberty,  and  never  to  fheath 
them,  till  they  had  brought  the 
authors  and  contrivers  of  the  mea- 
fu're  to  condign  puniftiment.”  Mr. 
Taylor  faid,  he  could  not  pafs  over 
another  writer  famous  for  his  found 
judgment,  as  well  as  for  his  can¬ 
dour  and  humanity,  in  treating  of 
military  fubjefts,  he  meant  judge 
Blackftone,*  who  fays  that  44  the 
foldiers  fhould  live  intermixed  with 
the  people  ;  no  feparate  camp,  no 
barracks,  or  inland  foitreffes  fhould 
be  allowed.”  In  the  argument 
which  he  was  now  maintaining,  he 
had  on  his  fide,  he  obferved,  the 
ancient  and  rooted  prejudices  of  the 
people,  as  well  as  the  reafon  of 
the  thing  itfelf,  and  all  the  weight 
of  the  high  authorities  he  had 
mentioned.  The  arguments  op- 
pofed  to  thefe  are  weak  and  new¬ 
fangled  opinions.  Fir  ft,  it  is  al¬ 
leged  that  it  is  a  great  hardfhip 
on  inn-keepers  to  quarter  foldiers 
on  them.  He  believed  it  might, 
and  that  they  thought  it  fo ;  but, 
for  what  reafons  ?  Becaufe  the 
price  paid  for  hay  and  ftraw  has 
not  been  raifed  for  many  years: 
if  part  of  the  large  fums  expended 
on  building  barracks  were  applied 
towards  a  reafcna,bie  ipcreafe  of 
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the  price  paid  for  hay  and  itraw, 
the  inn-keepers  would  be  glad  to 
have  them,  Secondly,  it  has  been 
faid  that  barracks  are  neccffary  to 
keep  the  minds  of  the  foldiers",  at 
the  prefent  moment,  from  being 
prejudiced  and  poifoned :  but  the 
experience  of  ages  has  evinced, 
that  no  walls  are  high  enough  to 
keep  out  opinions.  He  faid  that,  in 
the  motion  which  he  fhould  take 
the  liberty  to  fubmit  to  the  houfe, 
he  fhould  adopt  the  words  of  judge 
Blackftone,  and  he  concluded  with 
moving,"  That  it  is  the  opinion  of 
this  houfe,  that  the  uniform  and 
perieveririg  oppofition  of  our  an- 
ceftors  from  time  to  time,  to  the 
eredting  of  barracks  in  this  coun¬ 
try,  vvas  founded  upCn  a  juft;  fenfe 
of  the  true  principles  of  our  molt 
excellent  conftitution,  and  that  the 
opinion  has  been  juftified,  upon 
high  legal  and  political  authority, 
44  That  the  foldiers  fhould  live  in-i 
termixed  with  the  people,  in  order 
that  they  might  be  connected  with 
them  ;  and  that  no  feparate  camp, 
no  barracks,  no  inland  fortreffes, 
fhould  be  allowed,”  : 

The  fee  ret  ary  at  war  oppofed  the 
motion,  on  the  ground  that  it  was 
neceftaty  that  the  military  power 
fhould  always  be  in  readinefsto  aid 
the  civil.  Apd  Mr.  M inchin  faid, 
that  befides  the  reafofts  that  had. 
been  aftigned,  the  health  as  well  as 
the  morality  of  foldiers  was  promot¬ 
ed  by  quartering  them  in  barracks;’ 

Major  Maitland  fupported  Mr* 
TaylorV  reafoning  by  many  com- 
•ftitutional  arguments ;  and  he  was 
anfwered  in  a  lingular  ftrain  by 
lord  Beauchamp,  who  afked  among 
other  flmilar  interrogatories, 44  Why 
the  honourable  gentleman  fhould 
enter  into  any  difeuffion  on  the  fub* 
je£t,  before  the  houfe  was  at  all 
acquainted  with  the  extent  of  thefe 
barracks  ?”  He  faid  thiVwas  not 
the  firft  time  when  the  difcttftlon  of 
3  barrack* 
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barrack  -building  had  taken  place  ;  have  been  confined  to  the  Hate  of 
and  it  had  been  invariably  deter-  the  financial  affairs  of  the  company- 
mined,  that  his  majefty  had  the  in  India,  exhibiting  the  balance 
unqueftionable  right  of  taking  thefe  upon  the  comjSarifon  of  the  reve- 
things  upon  hirnfelf.  It  was  no  nues  and  charges  of  the  feveral  fet- 
objefiion,  his  lordfiiip  added,  that  dements.  In  the  prefent  ftatement 
the  thing  wSs  new,  for  there  was  the  affairs  of  the  Eaft  India  com* 


no  country  which  could  be  ftation- 
ary  in  its  politics. 

Mr.  Courtenay  remarked  upon 
the  obfervation  of  the  lalt  fpeaker, 
that  the  motion  was  out  of  time, 
becaufe  no  effimate  of  the  expence, 
nor  plan  of  the  extent  of  the 
barracks  ,in  queftion  was  before  the 
houfe— -This  Mr.  Courtenay  could 
not  but  confideras  rather  an  Hiber¬ 
nian  mode  of  reafoning  :  for  in  or¬ 
der  to  put  a  ftop  to  barrack-build¬ 
ing,  we  were  not  to  deliberate  on  the 
fubjedt  before  the  barracks  were 
built,  and  the  expences  came  to  be 
laid  before  the  houfe.  He  faid,  he 
had  liftened  with  great  attention  to 
the  noble  lord,  and  to  the  honour¬ 
able  gentleman  who  preceded  him 
qn  the  fame  fubjedt,  for  fomething 
like  the  fiiadow  of  a  reafon  ;  but 
the  only  argument  he  had  heard 
was  from  the  latter,  from  whom 
fie  underftood  that  thefe'  buildings 
were  to  be  ponfidered  as  a  kind  of 
military  nunnery,  to  preferve  the 
morals  and  chaftity  of  the  foldiers. 

‘  Mr.  Fox  fpoke  ably  on  the  fame 
fide,  and  was  anfwcred  by  the  chan¬ 
cellor,  of  the  exchequer.  The  mo¬ 
tion- was  at  length  negatived  by  the 
order  of  the  day  being  carried 
without  a  division. 

On  the  25th  of  February,  Mr. 
Dundas  brought  before  the  houfe 
-his  ftatement  -of  the  fituation  of 
affairs  iu  the  provinces  of  India. 
.This  ftatement,  laid  he,  is  different 
in  its  object, 'and  muft,  of  courfe, 
be  different  in  its  nature,  -from 
thofe  with  which  I  have  hitherto 
troubled  the  houfe.  Thofe  of  for¬ 
mer  years,  except  in  one  inftance, 


pany  at  home  and  abroad,  he  faid, 
were  included. 

The  firft  effimate  refpe6led  the 
general  amount  .of  ,  revenues  and 
charges. 

The  revenues  of  Ben- 


gal,  on  the  average 
of  the  years  1787 , 
1788,  and  1789, a- 
mounted  to 

Of  Madras 

Of  Bombay 

£-S> 454,10, 
1,296,468 

*47  H55 

6,897,730 

CHARGES, 

Of  Bengal 

Of  Madras. 

Of  Bombay  - 

> 

3,131,210 

1,578,365 

524,142 

Add  expences  of 
Bencoolen  and 

5>233>7l7 

Pinang 

-  50,000 

5>2^3j7!  7 

The  net  revenue  on 

this  average  is 

1,614,013 

The  total  of  debts 

owing  in  India 
on  the  3  lit  of  Ja¬ 
nuary,  1792,  is 
dated  at  -  9,084,550 

The  net  Turpins, 
after  defraying 
the  civil,  milita¬ 
ry,  and  commer¬ 
cial  charges  and  ,  . 

filtered  on  the 
debt,  is  -  1,059,127 

Befidcs 
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Befides  tills  fum,  £.1,059,127 


there  is  eftimated 
to  be  fupplied 
from  the  fales  of 
European  goods, 

and  certificates. 

3  50,060 

Making  a  total  of 

i,4°9>127  < 

The  amount  of  the 
goods  from  India 
fold  in  the  laft 
three  years,  has 

j  7 

been,  per  annum 

2>394>7SI  • 

Prime  coft  of  do. 

1,090,18  5 

Cuftom 

563,269 

Freight  and  de¬ 
murrage 

245,782 

Charges  of  mer- 
chandife,  fix  per 
cent.  -  - 

143,684 

Total  charges  - 

2,042,920 

Gain 

The  next  eftimate  dates  the  an» 

nnal  receipts  and  payments  of  the 
company  at  home.  This,  after  al¬ 
lowing  for  a  dividend  of  81.  per 
cent,  on  the  capital  dock,  makes 
the  annual  furplus  at.  home,  in¬ 
cluding  the  1,059,027!,  derived 
from  the  revenues  of  India,  amount 
to  1,207,  r  14I.  which,  together  with 
the  fmall  fum  eftimated  to  be  left 
in  India,  makes  the  total  furplus 
1,239,2411. 

The  next  article  is  the  amount 
of  goods  aild  {tores  exported 
to  India  and  China  :  thefe,  in¬ 
cluding  Saint  Helena,  amount  to 
1,017, cool.  The  goods  and  (tores 
'exported  in  1791  amounted  to 
974,9 5 9!*  *>  and,  in  the  prefent  fea- 
fon,  are  eftimated  at  1,083,324!. 
The  amount  in  this  eftimate  is, 
therefore,  about  a  medium  of  thefe 
two.  It  is  impoffible,  instating  this 
article,  not  to  advert  to  the  great 
increafe  which  has  been  made  in 
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the  export  trade  during the  laft  eight* 
years,  being,  exclufive  [of  bullion, 
from  400,000!.  a  year  to  a  million. 

The  article  of  bills  of  exchange, 
or  bullion,  is  merely  taken  to  make 
up  the  eftimated  prime  coft  of 
goods  in  China,'  that"  prime  coif 
being  provided  for  as  follows  : 

By  fuppliesfrom  India£.2  50,000 
Goods  exported  -  600,000 

Bills  or  bullion  -  644,580 

Total  prime  coft;  -  1,494,580 

Thfr  goods  and  (lores 
to  be  exported  to  ' 

India  are  eftimated 
at  '  -  460,000 

In  the  Indian  eftimate, 
the  amount  tp  be 
received  for  fale  of 
imports  is  dated  at  350,060’ 

•  There  is,  therefore, 
an  eftimated  lofs 
on  the  goods  and 
(lores  exported  to 
India,  of  50,060 

The  exports  to  China  of  goodsj 

(lores,  and  bullion,  are  not .  flip- 
pofed  to  yield  any  profit ;  fo  that* 
on  the  whole,  the  export  trade  is 
eftimated  to  produce  a  lofs  of 
50,000k  per  annum. 

<f  If  it  was  material,”  faid  Mr. 
Dundas,  “  to  enter  into  the  invefti- 
gation,  I  fhould  affign  reafons  for 
doubting  the  propriety  of  dating 
any  fuch  lofs  on  the  export  trade  i 
but  it  is  not  neCeffary,  for  the  pre¬ 
fent  purpofe,  to  take  up  the  time 
of  the  committee  with  that  dif- 
cuffion.  I  (hall  take  the  diredlors* 
eftiniate  as  they  give  it ;  >and*  up5- 
on  the  whole,  from  the  feveral  cir*' 
cumftances  above  dated,  particular¬ 
ly  from  the  low  amount  ah' which 
the  furplus  in  India  is  taken,  and1 
from  the  low  eftimate  of  the  Tales' 
and  profit  on  the-  trade,  there  cart 
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fee  no  doubt  of  this  ef  imate  being 
calculated  in  an  unfavourable  point 
of  view,  and  that  the  furplus  of 
the  whole  refulting  from  it,  is 
fated  below  the  amount  annually 
to  be  expe<^fled.,, 

Having  thus  eftablifhed  that  a 
furplus  to  the  amount  of  1,2  39,241!. 
at  leaf  may  be  expedled  in  future, 
it  next  remained  to  conflder  the 
mod:  equitable  mode  of  applying 
this  furplus, 

5  The  debts  of  the  company  in 
Great  Britain  confift  of  the  amount 
transferred  from  India,  and  unpaid 
bn  the  lit  of  March  1793,  which 
is  dated  at  1,354,050!.;  and  the 
other  debts  at  the  fame  date  are 
calculated,  exclufive  of  the  capital 
lock,  at  9,247,019b:  the  total  of 
both  10,601,069!.  This  includes 
die  fum  owing  by  the  company  to 
:he  annuitants,  which  is  included 
is  a  debt  due  .to  them  on  the  'other 
ide  of  the  account.  This  fiate- 
nent  fhews  the  value  of  alfets  at 
:he  fame  period,  which  at  home 
ind  afloat  (including  the  balance  of 
juick  dock  in  China)  amounts  to 

*3»437>46ol. 

The  value  of  aflets  at 
home  and  in  India 
is  -  £.1 7, 1 13,854 

rVnd  the  amount  of 
debts  at  home,  in¬ 
cluding  the  trans¬ 
ferred  debt,  -  10,601,069 

[f  from  each  flde  of 
the  account  the 
4,200,00©!.  owing 
by  government  to 
the  company  be 
deducted,  the  re¬ 
maining  amount  of 
aflets  is  -  -  12,913,854 

'Ind  of  debts  641,019 

The  debt  remaining  to 
be  paid  off  at  ho'me 
is  2,446,440 

After  Mr,  D-un'das  had  finiihed 
*7L>3*  * 


his  laborious  ftatement,  Mr*  Hufley 
laid,  the  right  honourable  gentle¬ 
man  had  triumphed  on  the  con- 
fent  which  his  plans  had  obtained 
in  another  place  ;  but  his  triumph 
would  have  been  fomewhat  dimi- 
n idled;}  if  he  had  conlidered  that 
fuch  confent  had  been  bought  by 
the  addition  of  two  per  cent,  bn  the 
capital  vof  the  Eaft  India  company, 
and  an  exclufive  charter. 

The  flave-trade  was  the  next  fub- 
je£l  which  employed  the  attention 
of  the  houfe.  In  our  two  latter 
volumes  the  arguments  for  and 
againll  this  traffic  have  been  amply 
detailed.  We  fill  retain  our  opi¬ 
nion,  that  this  trade  received  a  blow 
in  the  eourfe,  of  lall  fdlions  from 
which  it  cannot  eaftly  recover* 
Should,  as  we  then  obferved,  even 
the  patriotic  efforts  of  thofe  friends 
of  mankind,  who  have  flood  for¬ 
ward  as  its  opponents,  prove  abor¬ 
tive  for  a  time,-  fill  the  nation  can¬ 
not  forget  the  folemn  proteil  which 
a  majority  of  their  reprefentatives 
have  entered  on  their  records  againft 
this  trade  in  human  blood. 

On  Tuefday,  the  26th  of  Febru- 
ary,  Mr.  Wilberforce  fated,  that 
the  motion  he  was  about  to  make, 
was,  in  his  opinion,  fo  much  a  mo¬ 
tion  of  courie,  that  he  did  not  fup- 
pofe  any  ferious  oppofition  would 
be  made  to  it.  He  then  moved, 
“  That  this  houfe  will  on  Thurfday 
next  refolve  itfelf  into  a  committee 
of  the  whole  houfe,  to  eonfider  of 
the  circumftances  of  the  flave- 
trade.,, 

Sir  William  Young  rofe  to  op- 
pofe  the  motion  ;  he  laid  that  re¬ 
flection,  in  ftead  of  making  him  defift 
from  his  oppofition,  had  ferved  on¬ 
ly  to  confirm  him  in  an  opinion,  that, 
the  great  quell  ion  of  the  flave-trade 
ought  not  to  agitated  at  prefent, 
but  that  it  would  be  prudent  to  de¬ 
fer  the  difcuffion  of  it  to  feme  more 
proper  feafon*  Men’s  minds,  both 
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at  home  and  in  the  Weft  Indies, 
were  at  this  moment  too  much 
heated  for  a  fober  and  cool  delibe¬ 
ration  of  fo  important  a  queftion  In 
England,  and  even  in  that  hotde,  ma¬ 
ny  exaggerated  accounts  had  been 
given  of  the  iuuation  and  tieatment 
of  the  negroes ;  by  theie  accounts,  tne 
pafiions  of  the  houfe  had  been  ex¬ 
cited  to  decide  (as  he  faid)  againft 
the  didates  of  judgment  and  iouud 
policy.  He  was  ready  to  admit, 
that  the  Have- trade,  in  its  principle, 
was  not  to  be  defended,  and  mull 
neceffarily  be  repugnant  to  the  feel¬ 
ings  of  mankind  but  fuch  were 
the  circumftances  of  our  W eft  India 
colonies,  that  the  continuance  even 
of  fuch  a  trade  for  fome  time  longer 
was  abfolutely  neceffary  to  their 
exiftence,  and  its  abolition  would 
be  their  ruin.  He  concluded  by 
moving  an  amendment,  that  the 
words  “  Thurfday  next”  fhould  be 
left  out,  and  the  words  a  this  day 
fix  months”  inferted  in  their  ftead. 

Mr.  Buxton  fecondedthe  motion 
for  the  amendment ;  and  faid,  that 
the  houfe,  by  giving  way  to  the 
clamours  without  doors,  in  ftead  of 
fteadfaftly  and  firmly  adhering  to 
principles  of  wifdotn  and  found  po¬ 
licy,  might  lay  the  foundation  for 
the  ruin  of  our  happy  coiiftitution. 
Gentlemen  ought  to  be  upon  their 
guard  againft  a  fpirit  of  inno¬ 
vation. 

Mr.  Cawthorne  faid,  he  would 
■wiftv  to  recall  to  the  recollection  of 
the  houfe  the  fpeech  of  the  honour-, 
able  gentleman  who  made  this  mo¬ 
tion,  on  a  former  oecafion,  when 
the  laft  refolutions  on  this  fubjeCt 
were  adopted  by  the  houfe.  He 
faid,  that  the  {lories  of  cruelty  for¬ 
merly  told  by  that  gentleman,  had 
no  pofitive  exiftence  in  fact.  He 
was  decidedly  in  favour  of  Sir  Wil¬ 
liam  Young’s  amendment. 

Mr.  Fox,  in  an  excellent  fpeech 
of  confiderable  length,  fupported 
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the  motion  of  Mr.  Wilberforce, 
and  faid,  that  he  complained  of  an 
evil  and  an  abufe,  which,  he  main¬ 
tained,  it  was  practicable  to  remove ; 
and,  as  he  had  before  hinted,  if  the 
proceedings  of  another  place  fhould 
be  fuch  as  not  to  give  fatisfaCtion 
that  they  would  be  removed,  and 
that  the  firft  resolution  for  abolition 
in  1796  fhould  pafs  this  ftffion, 
then  that  houfe  ought  to  fubftitute 
fuch  other  remedies  as  might  meet 
their  ideas  upon  the  regulation  of 
the  trade  between  this  time  and  the 
period  of  final  abolition.  Until 
thefe  points  fhould  have  been  fairly 
canvafted  by  argument,  he  trutled 
the  houfe  would  not  purfue  a  ftep 
fo  disputable  to  its  own  honour 
and  dignity,  io  diffatisfa&ory to  the 
public  in  general,  as  to  relinquifh 
their  former  opinion,  or,  in  other 
words,  to  tell  the  world  at  large, 
there  was  no  iincerity  in  their  de¬ 
claration  on  a  former  day ;  that 
they  had  completely  given  up  the 
gradual  abolition  of  the  ftave-trade; 
and  that  they  never  would  refolve 
upon  that  meafure  at  this  or  an) 

other  period.  --  ' 

Mr.  Pitt  faid,  he  hoped  then 
would  be  no  difficulty  in  re-voting 
the  propofitions  of  laft  year  upoi 
this  fubjeCt ;  and  that  however  gen 
tlemen  on  either  fide  of  the  queftioi 
might  have  objected  to  thefe  pro 
pofitions,  there  would  be  no  differ 
ence  of  opiniofcon  them  now.  Bu 
by  renewing  the  refolutions  of  lal 
feffion,  and  fending  then)  up  to  th 
lords,  no  member  of  the  houfe  wa 
reftricled  from  propofing  fuch  othe 
meafures  as  the  delay  in  the  othe 
houfe  might  feem  to  call  for.  Aftc 
much  converfation  on  the  fubjedi 
among  feveral  of  the  members,  Si 
William  Young’s  amendment  to  tb 
original  motion  was  put  and  cai 
ried. 

On  Thurfday,  the  2  ift  of  Marcl 

Mr,  Whitbread,  jun.xofe  toexpre 
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His  fears,  from  what  had  already 
happened  this  year  in  the  houfe  of 
commons,  on  the  fubjeftof  the  Have- 
trade,  and  the  late  period  which  the 
other  houfe  had  fixed  for  proceeding 
to  the  conlideration  of  the  fubjecft, 
and  the  examination  of  witneffes  re- 
fpe&ing  it,  that  nothing  effectual 
would  be  done  this  feffion  forabolifh- 
ing  that  difgraceful  traffic.  He  re¬ 
quelled  Mr.  Wilber  force,  who  had 
hithertotaken  the  lead  in  thisimpor- 
tantbufmefs,  not  to  fuffer  his  zeal  to 
abate,  but,  on  the  contrary,  to  pur- 
fue  with  redoubled  vigour  an  ob¬ 
ject  which  in  all  times  to  come 
mult  fecure  to  his  name  the  grati¬ 
tude,  and  veneration  of  all  friends  to 
humanity.  He  wiihed  the  honour¬ 
able  gentleman  would  be  fo  good  as 
to  Hate  to  the  houfe  what  his  inten¬ 
tions  were  on  the  fubjedl ;  £nd  af- 
fured  him,  that  if  he  was  flill  de¬ 
termined  to  prefs  for  the  abolition 
during  the  prefent  feffion,  he  would 
be  fupported  by  him  and  his  friends 
to  the  utmoft  of  then*  power, 

Mr.  Wilberforce  faid,  he  was 
extremely  forry  that  Mr.  Dundas, 
who  had  taken  fuch  a  conllderable 
ffiare  laft  year  in  the  queflion  of  the 
Have-trade,  had  not  thought  proper 
this  year  to  purfue  even  his  own 
plan  ;  and  he  was  equally  concerned 
that  the  lords  had  deferred  the  con- 
fideration  of  it  till  after  the  Ealler 
holidays.  Thefe  two  circumftances 
were  certainly  unfavourable  to  the 
idea  of  effecting  the  abolition  this 
year  ;  he  expreifed  a  hope  that  the 
abolition  would  be  effected  this  year ; 
but  be  that  as  it.  might,  he  certainly 
fhould  be  glad  to  regulate  what  he 
could  not  aboliffi. 

Mr.  Wilberforce,  on  the  14th  of 
May,  moved,  “  That  leave  be  given 
to  bring  in  a  bill  for  aboliffiing  the 
trade  carried  on  by  Englilh  mer¬ 
chants,  for  fupplying  foreign  terri¬ 
tories  with  Haves.” 

Mr.  Fox,  on  this  occafton,  warn- 
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t'd  the  houfe  not  to  put  too 
much  trufl  in  the  good  temper 
of  the  people,  by  playing  and  tri¬ 
fling  with  their  requells,  palling  re- 
folutions  in  one  feffion  in  one  year, 
by  which  the  public  were  taught  to 
expert  that  this  infamous  traffic 
fhould  in  time  be  abolifhed,  and 
then  abandoning  the  whole  in  ano¬ 
ther  feffion,  by  having  rccourfe  to 
the  miferable  artifice  of  faying 
that  the  fubjeft  was  before  the 
other  houfe,  and  that  it  was  a  dan¬ 
gerous  time  to  meddle  with  our 
commerce,  or  by  any  fuch  quib¬ 
bles.  This  trade  was  no  more  like 
fair  commerce,  than  it  was  like  juf- 
tice  or  humanity  ;  commerce  was 
difgraced  by  being  compared  to  it; 
it  was  an  odious,  monftrous,  inhu¬ 
man  traffic,  and  a  foul  Haul  upon 
the  Britilh  character.  Such  the 
majority  of  the  houfe  Thought  it 
laft  year  ;  fuch  the  mafs  of  the 
people  thought  it  then  ;  fuch  they 
thought  it  now ;  and  if  they  had 
not  renewed  the  petitions  to  the 
houfe,  it  was  becaufe  they  had  con¬ 
fidence  in  its  jujlice,  its  humanity, 
its  honour,  and  its  regard  for  the 
confiftency  of  its  own  proceedings. 

After  this  motion  was  carried  by 
a  majority  of  feven,  Mr.  Wilber¬ 
force  moved,  “  That  leave  be  given 
to  bring  in  a  bill  for  limiting  and 
regulating  the  importation  of  Haves 
to  the  Britilh  colonies  in  the  Well 
Indies,  for  a  time  to  be  limited.” 
This  motion  was  alfo  carried  by  35 
again  ft  25. 

On  Wednefday,  the  22'd  of  May, 
Mr.  Wilberforce  moved  the  order 
of  the  day,  for  the  houfe  to  refolve 
itfelf  into  a  committee  of  the  whole 
houfe,  to  confider  of  a  motion  for 
preventing  the  fupply  of  foreign 
powers  with  Haves. 

Mr.  Cawthorne  oppofed  the  mo¬ 
tion  upon  various  grounds.  That 
it  was  too  late  in  the  feffion — that 
the  queflion  ought  to  be  at  reft — 
F  z  that 
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that  our  trade  was  injured  by  the 
difcuffion  —  that  the  fubjedt  had  lott 
its  popularity — that  none  bnt'dif- 
fc nters  and  enemies  to  our  doilftitii- 
'  tion,  in  church  and  hate,  wifhed 
for  the  abolition  of  the  have  trade 
— that  the  rafcality  of  the  national 
:  convention '  of  France  was  well 
known,  and  that  they  were  deter¬ 
mined  to  carry  on  what  the  honour¬ 
able  gentleman  wifhed  this  country 
to  abandon.  ' 

Mr.  Francis  obferved,  that  it  was 
rather  lingular  that  the  laid  fp  taker, 
in  his  great  eagernefs  to  prove  that 
the  national  convention*  of  France 
were  a  fet  of  rafeals,  (hould  recom¬ 
mend  to  this  country  to  purfue  their 
conduct  with  refpeft  to  the  have 
trade. 

Mr.  Courtenay  reprobated  tire 
praftice  of  including,  in  one  gene¬ 
ral  ohfervation,  all  perfotis  who 
wifhed  for  the  abolition  of  the  (lave 
trade,  as  enemies  to  the  confiitution 
of  this  country  in  church  and  hate; 
and  vet.  it  was  a  truth  well  known, 
that  all  deferiptions  of  men,  church¬ 
men,  and  difientefs  of  all  denomi¬ 
nations,  had  petitioned  for  the  abo¬ 
lition  of  this  infamous  'traffic. 

At  length  the  bill  was  ofdeied 
to  be  brought  in,  and  Mr.  W-ilber- 
force,  Sir  W.  Dolben,  Mr.  chan¬ 
cellor  Pitt,  and  Mr.  Fox,  were  or¬ 
dered  to  prepare  it.  The  bill  pro¬ 
ceeded  through  the  tiril  and  fecund 
reading  with  but  little  oppohtion, 
but  was  loft  on  the  12th  of  June, 
when  the  motion  for  going  into’  a 
committee  on*  the  bill  was  negatived 
by  a-  majority  of  31  again  ft  29. 

In  the  houfe  of  lords  this  bu  finds 
has  been  retarded  in  art  unprece¬ 
dented  manner.  On  the  20th  of 
March,  the  duke  of  Clarence  pre- 
fented  a  petition  from  the  Weft 
India  planters,  praying  that  the 
houfe  would  not  proceed  further'  in 
the  confideration  of  the  Have  trade 
till  after  the  recefs.  His  roval 

4~- 
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highnefs  preferred  another  to  tfu? 
fame  effect  from  the  (hip  owners  at 
Liverpool. 

Agreeably  to  notice  given,  the 
earl  of  Abingdon,  on  the  nth  of 
April,  brought  forward  a  motion 
on  the  (lave  trrtde.  I  prefume,  faid 
his  lord (li ip,  that  youflordfhips  are 
fufficieritly  aware  of  that  new  phi- 
lofopby,  as  it  is  called,  which  is 
gone  abroad  ; ,  containing, like  Pan¬ 
dora’s  box  of  old,  all  the  evils  and 
vices  that  human  nature  or  the 
world  can  be  atftided  with  ;  of  that 
phifofophy,  on  the  principles  of 
which  thofe  monfters  in  human 
fhape,  I  mean  the  people  of  France, 
have  declared  war,  not  only  again  ft 
England,  but  againft  God  himfelfi 
The  propofition  for  the  abolition 
of  the  (lave  trade  is,  in  fpeculation, 
a  part  of  this  new  philofophy.  Let 
us  not,  faid  his  lord  (hip,  fpill  the 
blood  and  wafte  the  treafure  of  this- 
country  in  a  War  with  France,  to 
combat  principles  that  we  ourfelves 
are  giving  law  to.  His  lordHiip 
concluded  a  long  fpeech,  replete 
with  fimilar  flowers  of  oratory  and 
figures  of  Iogicybv  moving,  “  That 
the  further  confideration  of  the 
have  trade  be  poftported  to  this  day 
five  months.’* 

Earl  Stanhope  faid,  the  abolition 
of  the  have  trade  was  a  glorious,  a 
mod  glorious  work;1  it  was  the 
work  of  humanity,  of  freedom,  and 
of  juftice  f  and  as  fuch  it  (hould, 
in  every  ftage  of  its  progrefs,  have 
all  the  fupport  he  was  able  to  give 
it.  He  did  not  fee  how' the  con-  I 
duff  of  the  French  interfered  in 
this  bufmefs ;  our  (lave  trade  liad 
nothing  to  do  with  the  revolution 
in  France,  and  therefore  he  fhoiild 
give  the  motion  his  mod  decided 
negative. 

The  duke  of  Clarence  again  ap-  | 

peared  as  the  ftrenuous  advocate  for 
the  continuance  of  this  nefarious 
traffic  ‘r  he  went  foTaras  to-  affert, 

that 
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that  the  promoters  of  the  abolition 
were  either  fanatics  or  hypocrites  ; 
and  in  one  of  thofe  claffes  he  ranked 
Mr.  Wilberforce,  from  the  influence 
of  illufion.  Lord  Grenville,  the  earl 
of  Lauderdale,  the  bifhop  of  St.  Da¬ 
vid’s,  and  the  earl  of  Mansfield,  were 
againfl  the  motion,  a  general  diflike 
to  which  induced  the  earl  of  Abing¬ 
don  to  withdraw  it. 

On  the  1 7th  of  April,  before 
evidence  was  examined  at  the  bar 
on  the  (lave  trade,  the  bifhop 
of  St.  David’s  rofe,  and  made 
fome  remarks  on  the  fubjeft  then 
before  the  houfe.  His  lordfhip  men¬ 
tioned  a  pamphlet,  written  by  a  Mr. 

Collins,  entitled,  M  Conliderations 
.on  the  emancipation  of  Haves,  and 
the  abolition  of  the  Have  trade.” 

His  lord fh ip  hoped  to  convince  the 
houfe,  arid  particularly  a  noble  duke 
(the  duke  of  Clarence),  of  the  juf- 
tice  arid  force  of  the  arguments 
ufed  by  the  author  of  this  pam¬ 
phlet. 

We  are  forry  to  find,  that  the 
formality  of  examining  evidence  at 

.  A'tr,  »  -  »>.**• •  .*  t  - 

*  Mr.  Plotodetr  remarks  upon  this  oceafion--4*  The  (pint  of  efpionage  and  in- 
•  formation  firiberigendered-  by  the  proclamation,  iince  openly  foftered  by  Mr.  Reeves V 
affociation,  and  certainly  rjot  difcountenanced  by  government,,  had  now  grown  into  fuel* 
ftpength  as  to  produce  confluences  of  the  moft  alarming  nature.  The  agitated  mind, s  off 
the  public  were  daily  more  and  more  inflamed  b}^  the  molt  terrifying  accounts  of  domeltic 
infurre&ions,  and  "sleep-laid  plans  to  deltroy  the  conltitution.  The  dwindled  pha 
of  oppofitiqn  was  fo'  jopeply*,  fo  grofsly,  and  fo  confidently  abided  and  calum¬ 
niated,  th.it  to  many  their  very  names  were  fynonymous  with  the  term  of  realtor  and 
enemy  ;  even in  the  very  houfes  of  parliament,  prejudices,  alarms,  and  tears  had  ope-' 
rated  upon  many  3  qanvidtiqn/  that  to  difapprqye  of  the  war  againtt  France  was  tiyaion  ; 
to  England;  that  to' examine  or  inquire  into  the  grounds  of  public  meafufes,  had  almoit 
ceafed  to  be  the  conftitmional  duty  ot  a  fenator,  and  to  divide  with  opposition  was  but 
little  fhort  of  rallying  under  the  ftanda-rd  ot  led] lion  and  rebellion.  Any  fcheVne  againtt-' 
the  ftate,  in  which  fuch  able'  men  as  thofe. who  cOmpofeff  the  oppohtion  hadfcbncurred>- 
would  Jiaye,  been  truly  alarming.  ffhe  ranM  talents,  and  refpeSability  qt"  the  conlpira-; 
tors,  had  fuch  been  the  cafe,  were  indillbluble  ties  upon  minilfers  to  drag  them  forth  to 
the  juftice  of  their  offended  country.  Row  that  the  fever. of.  alarm  ha^  abated,  and  men 
are  itloweti  to  reliedt  upon  the  tendency  of  public  mealures  without  incurring  the  fuf- 
picion  or  guilt  of  fedition,  it  will  not  (hock  the  loyalty  even  of  Mr.  Burke  to  affert,  that 
known  adds  o [  riot  and  infurreftion  nvuft  make  known  iome  criminal  perpetrators  of 
them,  that  cohfpiracies  and  treafons  cannot  be  difeovered  without  the  knowledge  of  the. 
Confpiratbr  or  traitor.  Will  he  not  allow,  that"  the  feverity  of  the  law  lofes  its  energy  hi 
ceafing  to  be  exemplary  ?  In  juftice  therefore  to  the  calumniated  people  of  Great  Britain, 
to  refeue,  the  public  mind  from  the  agitation  of  imaginary  dangers,  and  fo  re-eftablifh 
the  confidence  of  a  deluded  people  in  the  executive  powers  of  government,  Mr.  Shendaa 
j^Qved  in  the  houfe,”  &c.  Flowden’s  Hill-  of  the  laft  Twenty  Months,  p,  225. 

F  3  prea- 
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their  lordfhips5  bar,  fbould  be  the 
caufe  of  this  buiinefs  of  humanity 
remaining  ftj.ll  in  fufpenfe. 

On  Wednefday,,the  27th  of  Fe¬ 
bruary,  the  houfe  of  commons,  in  a 
committee  of  fupply,  voted  five 
millions  and  a  half  to  his  majeity, 
upon  exchequer  bills;  and  the  houfq 
being  refumed,  ordered  the  . report 
to  be  received  on  the  following 
day. 

Of  the  alarm  which  had  been  ex¬ 
cited  throughout  the  nation,  con¬ 
cerning  plots  and  confpiracies,  a 
very  infidious  ufe  had  been  made  by 
writers  chi  .the  fide  of  mini  (try’,  and 
even  fome  allufions  had  efcaped  in 
both  houfes,  the  obvious  intent,  of 
which  was  indirectly  to  implicate 
the  whig  members  in  the  obnoxious 
charge*. 

To  obviate  at  once  thefe  bafe  and 
injurious  attacks,  Mr.  Sheridan, 
with  a  manlinefs.  which  appears  to 
have  confounded  his  adversaries,  on 
the  4th  of  March  gave3  a  fair  arid'"1 
open  challenge  to  the  partifans  bL 
mini  Hers,  arid  reduced  them  to  the 


predicament  of  producing  publicly 
the  ground  of  their  allegations,  or 
tacitly  to  admit,  by  rejecting  his 
motion,  that  fuch  infinuations,  with 
refpedt  to  himfelf  and  his  friends, 
were  neither  more  nor  lefs  than  pal¬ 
pable  and  fhamelefs  falfehoods,  only 
calculated  to  impofe  on  the  very 
credulous  part  of  the  nation. 

The  motion  which  on  that  day 
Mr.  Sheridan  fubmitted  to  the 
houfe  was  in  fubftance — lt  That 
the  houfe  of  commons,  on  the  fuc* 
ceeding  Monday,  fhould  refolve  it- 
felf  into  a  committee,  to  confider 
of  the  feditious  practices,  Sec.  re- ' 
ferred  to  in  his  majefty’s  fpeech.” 

The  objedt  of  the  motion  he  can¬ 
didly  dated  to  be,  to  inquire  into 
the  truth  of  the  reports  of  fedition  ip 
tty  is  country.  Reports  which,  what¬ 
ever  Tome  might  think  of  them,  he 
was  fure,  were  calamitous  in  their 
effedls  to  this  country,  and  might 
become  more  fo  if  not  checked  in 
time.  When  he  faid  he  fhould 
move  for  a  committee  to  inquire 
into  thofe  things,  he  did  not  wifh 
to  fay  any  thing  upon  the  effedt  of 
fuch  inquiry  at  prefent  ;•  his  objedt 
was  to  know  in  what  fituation  this 
country  really  was  ;  and  alfo  to 
know  whether  the  language  made 
life  of  by  his  majefty’s  minifters 
upon  the  fubjedt  of  fedition,  con- 
fpiracy,  and  treafon,  was  not  at 
leaft  premature  at  the  time  it  was 
uttered,  and  confequently  that  no¬ 
thing  had  happened  in  this  country 
that  could  juilify  government  in  the 
Teps  they  had  taken,  and  the  pro¬ 
ceedings  they  had  inftituted.  At 
prefent  he  had  the  fatisfadtion  of 
thinking,  as  he  believed  the  houfe 
really  did,  that  thefe  reports  were 
ill  founded  ;  but  to  remove  all  doubt 
was  the  pbjedf  of  his  motion.  Par¬ 
liament  met  early  in  December  laft, 
and  they  were  called  together  in  a 
very  extraordinary  manner :  this  of 
kfclf  was  matter  of  alarm  to  the 


country,  for  they  naturally  con¬ 
cluded  it  would  not  have  been  fo 
aftembled,  had  there  not  been 
ftrong  reafons  for  it.  Parliament 
took  it  for  granted,  that  every  thing 
faid  by  minifters  was  true  upon  the 
fubjedf  of  fedition  lurking  in  the 
country  at  the  beginning  of  the  fef- 
fjon  :  this  was  a  fraud  upon  the 
public,  and  the  houfe  ought  to  feel 
it  fo ;  i{  for  he  really  and  in  his 
confcience  believed  that  the  alarm 
was  fpread for  the  exprefs  purpofe  of 
diverting  the  attention  of  the  public 
for  a  while,  and  afterwards  leading 
them  more  eafly  into  a  ward*  When 
minifters  came  to  that  houfe,  and 
called^ upon  it  to  ftrengthen  the 
hands  of  government,  they  were  al¬ 
ways  bound  to  explain  to  that  houfe 
the  real  motives  they  hadforafking 
that  affiftance,  in  order  that  the 
houfe  of  commons,  as  the  repre- 
fentatives  of  the  people,  might  be 
able  to  tell  that  people,  whole  lives 
and  treafure  were  to  be  expended, 
the  reafons  why  they  were  to  be  de¬ 
prived  of  the  rights  they  had  before 
enjoyed  ;  for  he  would  maintain  it 
as  a  maxim,  that  to  ftrengthen  the 
hands  of  government  was  necef- 
farily,  for  a  time,  to  weaken  the 
rights  of  the  people. 

Let  us  fuppofe,  for  inftance,  the 
whole  evil  was  really  felt,  as  minifters 
haddeferibed  at  the  beginning  of  the 
feftion— What  then  would  follbw  ? 
Moil  certainly  the  adoption  of  a 
committee  of  inquiry,  in  order  that 
a  plan  fhould  be  laid  for  our  future 
fafety.  In  another  point  of  view, 
fuppofe  the  whole  to  be  a  device  on 
the  part  of  government,  for  the 
purpofe  of  leading  the  people  the 
more  eafily  into  a  war  with  France, 
by  perfuading  them  that  there  are, 
at  this  moment,  many  agents  from 
France,  who  are  doing  every  thing 
they  can  to  difturb  the  peace  and 
tranquillity  of  this  country  j  in  this 
cafe  a  committee  fhould  be  appoint-. 
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ed  to  inquire,  in  order  that  the 
public  fhould  know  the  deception 
which  had  been  praCtifed  on  them  ; 
and  that,  if  the  war  had  been  fo 
commenced,  the  people  fhould  be 
enabled  to  employ  the  means  of  de¬ 
claring  to  the  throne  their  fenti- 
ments  upon  that  fubjedt. 

AfTociations  had  been  formed  in 
every  part  of  the  nation  for  the 
protection  of  perfons  and  property 
againft  republicans  and  levellers. 
What  have  thefe  focieties  been  do¬ 
ing  ?  Firft  of  all,  they  had  been 
employed  to  prevent  the  circulation 
of  Mr.  Paine’s  book,  and  the  Jockey 
Club,  and  to  bring  to  punifhment 
thedidnbutors  of  thofe  publications 
• — works  which  had,  for  many 
months,  been  fpread  all  over  the 
country,  by  the  connivance,  as  he 
might  fay,  of  his  majefty’s  mini¬ 
fters  ;  and  this  too  when  one  of 
thofe  Very  minifters  had  an  oppor¬ 
tunity  of  reflecting  upon  the  impro¬ 
priety  of  fuch  publications,  who  had 
himfelf  formerly  indulged  .a  difpo- 
fitipn  not  to  treat  the  high  powers  of 
this  country  with  that  refpeCt  which 
was  due,  and  had,  no  doubt,  repent¬ 
ed  of  that  temper,  and  thoroughly 
changed  his  fentiinepts.  “  What 
care  I  for  the  king's  biith-day?_ 
what  is  the  king’s  birth-day  to  me  ?” 
or  fome  fuch  coarfe  expreflion,  had, 
he  believed,  been  uttered  by  a  noble 
duke  fome  time  fince.  There  were 
many  inftances  in  which  a  panic  had 
beep  communicated  by  one  clafs  of 
men  to  the  other. 

• - -  Sic  quifque  pavendo 

•Dat  vires  fam«;  nulloque  audlore  raa- 
louim 

Qua;  hnxere,  tim?nt.  Nec  felum  vul^us 
inani 

Percuflum  terrors  pavet :  fed  curia,  et-ipfi 
Sedibus  exiluere  patres,  invifaque  belli 
Confulibus  fugiens  mandat  decreta  fenatuS. 

His  friend  (Mr.  Windham)  had 
been  panic  ft  ruck,  and  now  ftrength- 
ened  the  hands  of  government.  Not 


later  than  the  preceding  feflion, 
“  he  would  pull  off  the  mafic  of 
perfidy,"  and  declaimed  loudly 
againft  that  implicit  confidence 
which  fome  had  argued  ought  to 
be  placed  in  minifters.  It  was 
owing-  entirely,  Mr.  Sheridan  faid, 
to  this  panic,  that  Mr.  Windham 
now  prevailed  *pon  himfelf  to  fup- 
port  the  minifter,  “  becaufe  he  had 
a  bad  opinion  of  him.”  It  was 
owing  to  this  panic,  that  a  noble 
and  learned  lord  (Loughborough) 
had  given  his  difinterejled  fupport  to 
government,  and  had  accepted  the 
leals  of  an  adminiftration  he  had 
uniformly  reprobated.  But  above 
all,  it  was  owing  to  this  panic,  that 
a  right  honourable  gentleman  (Mr. 
Burke)  had  loft  his  fine  tafte,  and 
defeended  to  the  moft  ridiculous 
pantomimic  tricks,  and  contempti¬ 
ble  juggling — fuch  as  to  carry- 
knives  and  daggers  to  aflift  him  in 
efforts  of  defeription.  God  forbid, 
continued  Mr.  Sheridan,  that  a 
brave  nation  fhould  be  blinded  for 
a  long  time  by  a  few  individuals, 
and  that  a  whole  country  fhould  be 
falfe  to  itfelf,  and  deftitute  of  ho¬ 
nour,  becaufe  an  individual  or  two 
bad  betrayed  their  character,  and 
beoaufe  a  few  perfons  were  intereft- 
ed  in  propagating  falfe  alarms*  He 
took  notice  of  the  hardfhips  under 
which  many  individuals  laboured  in 
confequence  of  this  falfe  alarm 
having  been  founded :  publicans 
had  been  told  by  different  magi* 
ftrates  of  the  effect  of  their  allow¬ 
ing  any  converfation  upon  politics 
in  their  houfes  ;  that  if  they  con¬ 
ducted  themfelves  in  the  leaft  de¬ 
gree  difpleafmg  to  the  court*,  they 
fhould  lofe  their  licenfes  ;  and  ftili 
farther,  they  were  afked,  what  pa¬ 
pers  they  took  in.  “  Do  you  take 
in  the  Morning  Chronicle  or  Poft  ?” 
“  Yes,  fir."  “  Take  care  there  is 
no  fedition  in  it  ;  for,  if  there  is, 
you  are  liable  to  punifhment  for 
F  4.  diftri- 
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diftriimting  it  to  your  cuftomers.” 
Mr.  Sheridan  did  not  omit  to  no¬ 
tice  the  famous  exploit  of  a  modern 
knight ,  who,  though  not  errant , 
had  difpiayed  his  prowefs,  as  chief 
magistrate  of  London,  in  difperfing 
a  fpouting  club.  He  concluded 
with  fome  fevere  ftriciures  pn  the 
pondudt  and  principles  of  Mr, 
Reeveses  affociation  ;  on  Dr.  Hor- 
fley’s  fermon,  and  op  the  extraor¬ 
dinary  change  of  principles  in  Mr. 
Pitt,  and  other  members  of  admini- 
ftratiop,  on  the  fubjedl  of  a  parlia¬ 
mentary  reform. 

The  motion  was  ably  feconded  by 
Mr.  Lambton,  and  Mr.  Windham 
rofe  in  reply.  He  faid  it  was  no¬ 
torious  that  the  country,  at  the  pe¬ 
riod  alluded  to  by  the  honourable 
mover,  teemed  with  (Seditious  pub¬ 
lications.  He  had  feen  fymptoms 
of  a  diiconteoted  fpirit,  not  at  Nor¬ 
wich  only,  but  at  various  other 
places ;  and  when  people  of  .all  de¬ 
scriptions,  from  all  parts  pf  the 
kingdom,  feemed  to  concur  in  feel¬ 
ing  the  iarne  fpeeies  of  alarm,  inch 
terror  could  not  be  totally  un¬ 
founded  :  there  could  not  ejull  fo 
much  frrioke  without  lire.  The 
fame  line  pf  argument  was  fol¬ 
lowed  by  the  lord  mayor  and 
Mr.  JBprke  ;  while  Mr;  Mar¬ 
tin,  colonel  Macleod,  and  major 
Maitland,  fup.ported  the  motion. 
The  major  laid,,  he  knew  from  un¬ 
doubted  .information,.,  that  the  dag¬ 
gers,  which  had  been  fo  much  the 
theme  of  cojiv.erfation,  were  intend¬ 
ed  for  no  inch,  purpofe  as  .  had  b.een 
jnfmuated,  but  as  a  weapon  for  a 
regiment  of  cavalry,  armed  with 
rifles,  which  was  prppofed  to  be 
rai fed  in  France. 

Ml,  Fox,  in  a  moll  powerful 
fpeech,  remarked  how  many  of  the 
idle  ilories  which  had,  at  L r ft  been 
propagated  concerning  plots  and 
(editions,  had  already  been  given  up 
untrue.  He  mentioned,  in  pai> 


ticular,  the  report  of  a  confpiraoy 
to  fei ze  the  Tower.  Mr.  Fox  faid, 
he  and  his  friends  were  not  oWU? 
nate  infidels  ;  they  only  defiled  to 
be  convinced.  He  mentioned;  that 
the  direct  lie  had  been  given  to  ma- 
hy  pamphlets,  equally  dangerous 
with  Paine’sbooks,  part icularly  one 
called  ,the  Dream  of  an  Englifh- 
man,  which  had  been  mdultrioufly 
circulated.  It  had  been  confidently 
faid,  that  he  and  his  friends  had 
correfponded  withperfons  in  France; 
on  the  contrary  it  had  been  proved, 
that  for  more  than  two  years  he 
(Mr,  Fox)  had  not  written  -a  fingle 
letter  to  France,  except  one  to.  the 
earl  of  Lauderdale,  while  that  no-? 
bleman  was  at  Paris. 

Tire  conduct  of  the  friends  of 
ndminillration,  he  faid,  reminded 
him  of  a  bill,  which  was  once  pro- 
pofed  in  confequence  of  numerous 
burglaries,  of  which  the  Jews  were 
fuppofed  to  be  the  perpetrators. 
The.  tenor  of  this  bill,  was,  .that 
any  Jew,  or  fufpecled'  perfon, 
who  moukl  be  fuejv  looking  dowq 
an  area,  fhould  he  prohounce4 
guilty—  I) e A  t  h. .  He  concluded, 
that  he  was  ftill  incredulous,  and 
fnould  vote  for  inquiry,  which  was 
never  more  neceffary  than  vvhen  the 

fituation  of  the.  country  was.  ^.P* 
prehended  to  be  dangerous.  In  a 
fubfequent  converfation  he  re- 
marked,  that  fix  of  Mr.  Burke’s 
aflertions  had  /been  confuted  in  one 
dav.  , 

Though  Mr.  Sheridan’s  motion 
was  negatived  without  a  divifi.on,  it 
was  nut  however  without  "wa-effesff  j 
iince,  as : the  adherents  of  miniilry 
by  this  conduct  evidently  declined 
the  challenge  to  enter  upon  a  fair 
inquiry,  it  completely  exonerated 
the  whig  party  from  the  illiberal 
infinuations  to  which  they  had  be- 
fore  been  expofed. 

On  this  tranfudlion  Mr.  Plowden 
remarks-— That  miniflers  had 

1  purpofely 
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jmrpofely  railed  thefe  alarms  in  or¬ 
der  to  feduce  the  nation  into  a  war, 
which  in  cool  reafon  it  would  have 
reprobated,  is  a  fad  perhaps  at  all 
times  out  of  proof ;  in  vain  is  it 
argued  agairrft  the  feelings  of  inter- 
efted  parties  at  the  time,  and  will 
only  gain  impartial  credit  from  a 
future  unbiaffed  review  of  the  fads, 
which  both  parties  now  admit  and 
-varioufly  reprefent.  Certain  it  is, 
that  no  individual  from  that  time  to 
this  has  been  profecuted  for  any 
ad  of  riot  or  infurredion ,  or  for  any 
Rebellion  or  treafon  that  could  have 
given  -rife  to  any  danger,  or  that 
♦ought  to  have  caufed  any  alarm  in 
the  country.  The  minifterial  party 


CHAP 


HISTQR  Y. 

admits  the  fad,  but  attributes  it 
not  to  the  want  of  guilt,  but  to  the 
impropriety  or  danger  of  punifhing 
the  criminal.  The  oppofition  reft 
the  innocence  of  the  country  upon 
this  very  pretended  forbearance  of 
government  to  punilh  the  culprit. 
This  fpirit  of  forbearance,  whether 
grounded  on  mildnefs,  prudence,  or 
policy,  has  not  fince  continued  very 
general ;  for  there  is  fcarcely  a 
bookfeller  c.onneded  with  oppofi¬ 
tion,  that  has  not  fince  that  time 
been  profecuted  for  having  fold  the 
works  of  Thomas  Paine  at  feme 
time  within  the  two  years,  during 
which  they 'were  fo  generally  circu¬ 
lated  with  impunity.’*  '  Y 
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Dreadful  Failures,  Scottifh  Peers  Fledlion.  h  fclvent  Debtors'.  Meffagc 
on  the  Hanoverian  Troops,  Supply,  Budget,  Ways  and  Means.  Refo - 
httions  for  continuing  Taxes,  Million  and  a  Half  Bill,  Traitorous  Cor - 
-  refpondence  Bill,  Same  in  the  Houj'e  of  Lords'.  Propofal  for  Peace  from 
the  French  Minijlry.  Commercial  Credit  Bill.  Army  Fxtraordinaries . 
Seottifh  Boroughs.  Rejolutions  refpeding  India.  India  Charter. 


THE  war  with  France  was  no 
fponer  commenced,  than  the 
fatal  effeds  which  Mr.  Fox  and 
the  other  members  of  oppofition 
had  predided  from  it,  began  to 
manifeii  themfelves  in  the  commer¬ 
cial  world.  From  the  fudden  ft  ag¬ 
nation  of  trade  ;  the  difappoint- 
iuent  in  the  immenfe  fpeculations, 
into  which  the  merchants  and  ma- 
'nuradurers  had  entered  ;  the  hid¬ 
den  lloppage  of  the  exportation  to 
France;  the  rllks  to  which  the 
commerce  of  the  country  mufl  be 
expofed,  and  the  alarms  which  the 
friends  of  admin iflration  had  ex¬ 
cited  j  a  general  paralyfis  appeared 
to  feize  the  country  ;  and  the  num¬ 
ber  of  bankruptcies  exceeded  all 
that  had  ever  happened  in  the  moll 
calamitous  times.  An  immenfe 
jmmber  of  families  were  reduced 


to  beggary  and  ruin  ;  the  manu- 
fadurers  in  feveral  of  the  moil 
fiourifhing  towns  were  reduced  to 
desperation.  Several  emigrated  ; 
numbers  inlifted  in  the  army  ;  and 
hi ch  was  the  general  diftrefsj  that 
each  man  looked  upon  his  neigh¬ 
bour  with  fuipicion  ;  thofe  who 
were  poffcfied  of  property,  appear¬ 
ed  at  a  lofs  where  to  depoiit  it ; 
and  thofe  who  experienced  pecu¬ 
niary  dillrefs,  knew  not  where  to 
look  for  relief. 

Of  the  mode  which  was  adopted 
by  minillry,  for  the  alleviation  of 
thefe  public  calamities,  we  fhall 
treat  in  its  proper  place  ;  and,  in 
the  mean  time,  refume  our  narra¬ 
tive  of  parliamentary  proceedings. 

The  houfe  of  lords,  on  the  2 ill  , 
of  February,  refolved  itfelf  into  a 
committee  of  privileges  on  the 

Seottifh 
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Scottifli  peers*  elediions  ;  feveral 
regulations  were  fuggefted,  in  or¬ 
der  to  expedite  a  decifion  on  this 
important  fubjedt  ;  and  feveral 
queftions  were  propounded  to  the 
judges,  who  were  ordered  to  at¬ 
tend  on  the  fucceeding  Monday 
to  deliver  their  opinions.  On  the 
25th  of  February,  therefore,  in  a 
committee  of  privileges,  the  houfe 
adopted  the  opinion  delivered  by 
the  judges,  that  the  certificates  of 
the  qualifications  of  certain  lords 
were  good,  notwithftanding  their 
bearing  date  two  days  prior  to  the 
day  on  which  their  lordfhips  qua¬ 
lified,  by  taking  the  ne'cefiary 
oaths. 

Rejedfed  the  vote  of  lord  Bel- 
haven  as  bad. 

\  Found  the  vote  of  lord  Napier 

good. 

Reje&ed  the  vote  of  lord  New¬ 
ark  as  bad. 

Found  the  fubfcription  of  lord 
Rinnaird,  written  by  inadvertence 
**  Kinnoul,”  a  good  fubfcription, 
and  fubftantiated  his  vote. 

Lord  Rawdon,  on  Tuefday  the 
5th  of  March,  prefented  a  bill  for 
the  relief  of  infolvent  debtors,  and 
for  amending  and  regulating  the 
pradtice  with  regard  to  imprifon- 
ment  for  debt. 

His  lordfhip  in  fupport  of  this 
bill  obferved,  that  it  was  of  great 
importance  to  a  numerous  clafs  of 
Unfortunate  perfons  ;  that  the  evils 
it  pro fe (fed  to  ,  edrefs  were  ac¬ 
knowledged  by  all,  but  to  apply  a 
proper  remedy,  was  a  talk  much 
£b.ove  his  abilities  ;  but  he  trufted 
.to  their  lordfhips’  indulgence,  tp 
fupply  thofe  defers  which  were 
fo  apparent  on  the  prefent  occafion. 
His  lordfhip  then  obferved,  that 
towards  the  clofe  of  the  laft  feffion, 
a  report  had  been  made  by  a  com¬ 
mittee  of  the  houfe  of  commons  on 
the  fubjedl.  This  report  was  the 
ground-work  of  the  prefent  bill. 


The  houfe  of  commons  was  in  at 
manner  pledged  to  bring  it  for¬ 
ward  ;  but  he  had  been  perfuaded 
to  take  it  up,  both  becaufe  the 
houfe  of  commons  had  not  had  fuf- 
ficient  time  to  bring  forward  a  bill, 
and  he  thought  the  abilities  of 
fome  eminent  law  lords  in  that 
houfe  could  not  fail  to  render  a 
bill  perfect,  which  would  be  other- 
wife  very  defective.  This  fubjedf, 
he  faid,  had  occupied  his  attention 
for  feveral  years  ;  and  he  had  avail¬ 
ed  himfelf  of  the  belt  information, 
and  of  every  affiftance  that  it  was 
in  his  power  to  obtain.  His  lord¬ 
fhip  concluded  by  faying,  he  fub- 
mitted  the  bill  to  their  lordfhips, 
to  be  corrected  and  amended,  but, 
he  trufted,  not  to  be  rejected  or 
cenfured. 

The  lord  chancellor  faid,  that 
his  majefty’s  miiiifters  could  not 
have  introduced  the  bill  fo  ad- 
vantageoufly,  as  many  objections 
would  have  arifen  againft  their 
bringing  forward  the  fubjedt.  As 
to  the  bill  itfelf,  he  faid,  that 
many  of  its  claufes  met  with  his 
approbation.  He  would  make  no 
hoftile  oppofition  to  it  ;  on  the 
contrary,  he  would  give  it  the 
moft  fin  cere  and  hearty  fupport  ; 
and  this  he  would  do,  both  out  of 
refpedt  to  the  known  humanity  of 
the  propofer,  and  the  real  good 
which  he  was  perfuaded  it  would 
be  produdtive  of  to  the  communi¬ 
ty.  The  houfe  adjourned. 

After  feveral  benevolent  efforts 
of  lord  Rawdon,  and  fome  other 
lords,  to  give  relief  to  the  diftreffed 
debtors,  this  feffion,  and  the  bufi- 
nefs  having  heen  feveral  times  be¬ 
fore  the  lords ;  on  Tuefday  the 
t  8th,  the  lord  chancellor,  after  a 
fhort  fpeech,  made  a  motion  to  the 
following  effiedt  : 

“  That  it  be  referred  to  the 
judges  to  confider  of,  and  to  prepare* 
and  early  in  the  next  fefiiort  of  par¬ 
liament 
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iiamcnt^to  bring  in,  a  bill  to  reme¬ 
dy  the  defeat  of  the  law  now  in 
being,  relative  to  imprifonment  for 
debt,  &c.” 

Lord  Rawdon  faid,  he  fhould 
be  glad  to  have  the  ideas  of  the 
judges  upon  this  fubjedt ;  though 
he  had  rcafon  to  fear  they  would 
not  come  up  to  what  he  wifaed. 
He  therefore,  not  {landing  pledged 
to  agree  to  any  thing  the  judges 
might  frame,  <tnd  eoiiiiderlhg  him- 
felf  as  much  at  liberty  to  purfue 
any  plan  of  his  own  hereafter  upon 
this  fubjeA,  as  if  this  motion  had 
not  been  made,  fhould  now  agree 
to  it.  His  own  opinion  was,  that 
no  man  ought  to  be  kppt  in  prifon 
for  debt,  when  it  was  proved  that 
he  had  no  fraudulent  intention,  nor 
means  to  difckarge  the  debt. 

After  fome  converfation,  the  mo¬ 
tion  of  the  lord  chancellor  palled. 

On  Wednefday  the  6th  of  March, 
Mr.  fecretary  Dundas  prefented  to 
the  houfe  of  .commons  the  follow¬ 
ing  meiTage  from  hismajefty  : 

“  George  R. 

tl  His  majefty  having  judged  it 
expedient  to  employ  in  the  fervice 
of  Great  Britain,  a  body  of  his 
electoral  troops,  for  the  purpofe  of 
affifting  his  allies,  the  States  Gene¬ 
ral  of  the  United  Provinces ,  and  of 
profecuting,  in  the  mod  effectual 
manner,  the  juft  and  neceffary  war 
in  which  his  majefty  is  engaged, 
his  majefty  has  direfted  an  efti- 
mate  to  be  laid  before  the  houfe  of 
commons,  of  the  charge  attending 
the  employment  of  the  faid  troops  ; 
and  his  majefty  relies  on  the  zeal 
of  his  faithful  commons,  that  they 
|  will  be  ready  to  rpake  the  neceffary 
proviiion  for  maintaining  the  fame,” 

It  was  then  ordered,  that  his 
majefty  9s  faid  moft  gracious  mef- 
fage  be  referred  to  the  conlidera- 
tion  of  a  committee  of  the  whole 
houfe,  to  whom  it  is  referred  to 
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confider  farther  of  the  fupply  grant¬ 
ed  to  his  majefty. 

On  the  15th  of  March,  in  a  com¬ 
mittee  of  fupply,  the  fecretary  at 
war  rofe  to  move  the  feveral  effi- 
mates.  On  the  expence  of  the 
Hanoverian  troops,  fubfidized  for 
the  afiiftance  of  Holland, 

Lord  Fielding  faid,  that  this  re» 
quifttion  ought  to  have  come  three 
months  ago ;  and  he  charged  mi- 
nifters  with  the  moft.criminal  neg¬ 
ligence,  in  delaying  to  give  any 
amftance  to  the  Dutch  ;  there  ap¬ 
peared  fuch  a  general  lethargy  in 
all  the  operations  of  minifters,  that 
it  was  fcarcely  poftible  to  believe 
we  were  at  war.  His  lordfhip  then 
adverted  to  the  progrefs  of  the 
French  armies,  and  faid,  that  if 
this  country  had  afforded  to  the 
Dutch  fuch  timely  afiiftance  as 
we  ought  to  have  done,  the  taking 
of  Breda,  and  the  other  previous 
fucceffes  of  the  French,  might  have 
been  prevented. 

Major  Maitland  followed  lord 
Fielding,  and  aecufed  minifters  of 
negledl  and  delay  ;  they  knew  of 
the  defencelefs  ftate^of  the  Dutch, 
and  the  danger  that  threatened 
them,  and  yet  they  did  not  enter 
into  any  negotiation  for  fubfidizing 
the  Hanoverian  troops,  till  Febru¬ 
ary  2 2d  ;  and  the  guards  did  not  fail 
till  the  23d, of  February,  and  then 
they  ran  the  moft  imminent  rifle  of 
being  facrificed.  Had  not  indeed 
the  progrefs  of  the  French  been 
providentially  checked,  and  the  fiege 
of  Maeftricht  railed  by  the  efforts  of 
the  Auftrians  and  Prufiians  (a  mat¬ 
ter  with  which  minifters  at  that  time 
could  not  be  acquainted  ) ,  th  ey  would 
probably  have  been  cut  off. 

Mr.  Pitt  anfwered,  that  fteps  had 
been  taken  long  before  that  time,  for 
the  purpofe  of  arranging  matters,  fo 
as  to  bring  thefe  troops  into  the  fer¬ 
vice  of  this  country,  though  their 
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pay  Is  only  Rated  from  that  time. 
He  could  not  conceive  there  was 
any  backwardnefs  on  the  part  of 
government. 

Mr.  Fox  Imputed  negligence  and 
ina&Ivity  to  mlnifters.  Fie  expect¬ 
ed  to  hear  that  the  guards  had  been 
fent  as  boon  as  war  was  declared. 
After  (Several,  obfer  vat  ions  From  Mr. 
Sheridan,  the  refolution  was  agreed 
to.  Refolutions  alfo  palled  for  four 
millions  of  exchequer  bills. 

The  fame  day  .  (the  6th  of 
March)  a  hni/dar  menage  from  hig 
Tnajeftyt  was  prefented  to  the  houle 
of  lords,  by  lord  Grenville  ;  and 
the  following  day,  the  fame  noble 
lord,  without  any  preface,  moved 
an  addrefs  of  thanks  for  the  com¬ 
munication,  See.  in  the  ufual  form, 
which  was  agreed  to. 

On  Monday  the  1  ith  of  March, 
the  houle  of  commons  having  re¬ 
folded  itfeif  into,  a  committee  of 
fupply,  Mr.  chancellor  Pitt  role, 
and  addreffed  the  houle  in  the  fol¬ 
lowing  term^:,  “  I  have  taken  the 
earl  1  eft  opportunity  to  lay  before 
you  the  expeiie'es  of  the  prefen t 
year,  an d.  the  means  and  aids  by 
which  they  are  to  fee  fiipplted.  Be- 
fore  I  proefepd  to  this  enumeration, 
1  fnufe  firit  mention  the  leading’ob- 
jeft  which  has  governed  my  con  ¬ 
duct  uppp.  this  occafion,  namely, 
the  rgcollefffon  ot  the  unanimous' 
.opinion,  with refpedt  to  the  prefect 
htruggie,'  which  the  houfe  have  car¬ 
ried  to  the  throne,  and  pub  lifted 
to  the  world  ;  that  they'  regarded 
It  as  a  Ifruggle  for  what  was  mod 
dear  aud  facv.ed,  for  the  lecurity  of 
the  throne,  and  the  prefervntipiY.of 
the  conllitution.  What,  In '  the 
firft  place,  is  gtp  be  looked  at,  is. 
the ,  vigorou s  and  effediial  profecu  - 
tion  of  this  war,,' ip  which  we  have 
every  thing  at  ilhke.;  and  .it  Is  by 
fuclt  a  prbfecntion 'of  the  war,  that 
we  (hall  bed  confult  true  prudence 
and  rational  (Economy.  I  do  not 
i 
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wifh  to  co'nc.eal  from  the  nbufe, 
that  large  preparations  muff  be 
made  and  great  expences  incurred. 
(Economy  to  me  Teems,  in  our  pre- 
feut  fitiiatiQii,  to  con  fill,  notinlimit- 
ing  the  extent  of  thefe  expences ? 
but  in  controuling  their  appli¬ 
cation.  In  this  point  of  view,  I 
rely  upon  this  houfe-  for  a  liberal 
fupply  adequate  to  the  exigency 
and  importance  of  the  crifis.  The 
public  ought  to  be  acquainted  with 
the  full  extent  to  which  they  may 
be  liable  to  be  called  upon,  to  de¬ 
fray  the  expences  of  the  war.  I 
will  omit  nothing  on  my  part  to 
bring  forward  annually  the  whole 
accounts.  But  though?  in  calcu¬ 
lating  the  expences  of  a  war,  much 
may  be  done  by  eflimate,  much 
mufl  depend  upon  contingency. 
Unforefeeh  occurrences  will  conti-  ■ 
nually  arife,  which  will  render  ad¬ 
ditional  expences  nCcelfary.  It  is 
a  part  of  mv  plan  to  allow  a  confi- 
derable  fum  for  thefe  extraordinary  ■ 
emergencies,  lo  as  to  make  a  full 
provifion  for  every  part  of  the  ex- 
penoe.  We  run  ft  not  allow  ou.r- 
ielves  to  neglect  what  involves  ip 
it  the  permanent  interefls  of  our- 
felves  and  our  pofterity.  I  not 
only  mean  Fill  to  employ  the  an¬ 
nual  million'for  the  reduction  of 
the  national  debt,  but  likewise  the 
fum  of  300,000!.  which  was  la'll 
year  under  It  pod  to  be  fet  apart  for’ 
that  prirpofe,  fo  as  to.  provide, 

even  during  the  continuance  of 
o 

the  war,  for  iefl’ening  the  debt  , by 
compound  interdt.  I  1  i ke wife  ■ 
mean  to  avoid  another  evil,  which 
has  taken  place  in  all  Fortner  wars 
— the  accumulation  of  an  unfunded' 
debt.  I  therefore  inf  end  to  bring1 
the  unfunded  debt  every  year' to  a 
ddlindt  account.  In  conformity 
with  thls  iprinciple,  I  {hall  propo.fe 
the  payment  of  the  navy  debt,  da 
order  to  reduce  it  to  the  ellablifh- 
ment  mentioned  by  the  committee 
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in  their  report  laft  year.”  After 
tin's  preface,  he  proceeded  in  the 
ufual  way  to  date,  drft,  the  total 
amount  of  the  fupply,  and  the  total 
amount  of  the.  ways  and  means,  dif- 
tinguidiing  the  exceiTes  of  the  fer- 
vices,  and  of  the  reiources* 

SUPPL  Y. 

NAty. 


25,000  teamen, 
including  raa- 

O 

rines  -  -  1,500,000  o  o 

20,opoditto,  ad¬ 
ditional  -  1,040,000  o  o 
Ordinary  -  -  669,205  5  10 

Extraordinary  -  387,7 10  G  o 

Excefs  of  navy 
debt  beyond 
theedimate  of 

the  committee  575,000  0  o 

Total  3,971,915  5  10 


ARMY. 

£•  s.  d. 

Army  -  2,573,187  18  o 
Hanoverians  455,851  14  8 

Militia  939,519  J5  7 

5,968,559  8  3 

ORDNANCE. 

£•  s*  d. 

Ordinary,  extra¬ 
ordinaries, and,, 
the  additional 

eftimate  -  793,568  16  1 

^  j  ^  J  mi  -mami  «— ■»  w  *i  ■  ■■»  "«"«■» 

The  whole  ex¬ 
pence  of  the 
navy,  army, 
and  ordnance, 
are  edimated  ' 

at  -•  -  -8,734,04310  2 

Mr.  Pitt  obferved,  that  with  re- 
fpe<5l  to  the  exp'ences  of  the  navy, 
for  which  there  had  been  already 
.  voted  45,000  feaitien,  he  would  by 


no  means  have  it  underftood,  that 
thefe  are  the  whole  number  which 
it  might  be  necedary  to  employ. 
If  the  lituation  of  this  country 
fhould  lead  us,  as  he  hoped  it  might, 
to  take  an  efficient  part  along  with 
our  numerous  allies, -in  carrying  on 
offenlivc  operations  againfl  the  ene¬ 
my,  a  condderable  increafe  of  ex¬ 
pence  in  our  military  edablidiment 
would  he  necelfary.  Hitherto  none 
but  Hanoverian  troops  had  been 
hired  ;  but,  in  this  cafe,  there  may 
be  occaiion  to  employ  a  confidera- 
ble  body  of  other  foreign  troops,  in 
order  to  prefs,  on  all  Tides,  the  com¬ 
mon  enemy. 

He  thought  that  a  considerable 
furn  fhould  be  fet  apart  to  enable 
Kis  majedy  to  provide  for  the  nn- 
expedted  occurrences  of  a  war,  and 
defray  its  exigences  as  they  arife«$ 
he  could  not  pretend  to  ftate  the 
precife  him,  but  lie  would  not  pro- 
pofe  that  lefs  than  a  million  and  a 
half  fbould  be  given  to  his  majedy, 
with  a  view  to  contingencies.  The 
mode  of  giving  it  he  would  fugged 
to  be  by  exchequer  bills,  upon  a 
vote  of  credit ;  but  he  did  not  will* 
the  number  of  exchequer  bills  in 
circulation  to  be  iiicreafed :  he  would 
likewife  propofe  to  pay  oil  a  million 
and  a  half  of  tliofe  which  are  now 
in  circulation.  The  total  of  all 
thefe  fums  then  would  amount  to 
11,182,213b  3s.  8fd.  To  defray 
this  expence,  he  dated  the  following 
WAYS  AND  MEANS. 


£• 


Land  tax  — — 

2,000,000 

Malt 

—  — 

750,000 

Surplus 

of  confolidated 

fund, 

on  the  5th  of 

Jan. 

*793 

435,696 

Surplus 

of  confolidated 

fund  1 

on  April  5, 1794, 

viz.  expedled  furplus 

274,060], 

on  theyth  April,  x  793, 

3,459,696 

Brought 
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Brought  forward  3>459>^9^ 
Expected  furplus  of 
the  4  quarters,  to  the 
5th  of  April,  1 794, 
eftimated  on  the  four 
years  average,  after 
deducting  2 20, cool, 
for  duties  to  be  ap¬ 
propriated  to  pay  the 
interelf  of  money  to 
be  borrowed  —  2,I§5>000 

Impreft  monies  to  be  re¬ 
paid  —  —  250,000 

Money  to  be  paid  by  the 

Eaft  India  company  500,000 
Money  from  the  com- 
miffioners  for  the  na¬ 
tional  debt,  including 
the  annual  contribu¬ 
tion  of  200,0001.  1,650,000 

Continuation  of  tempo¬ 
rary  taxes  —  255,000 

Total  of  ways  and  means  8,299,696 

That  part  of  the  ftatement  which 
relates  to  the  furplus  of  the  confo- 
lidated  fund  on  the  5th  of  January, 
was  reprefented  by  Mr.  Pitt  as 
affording  much  fatisfa&ion.  It 
muff  be  recolle&ed,  that  the  ex¬ 
pences  of  1792  were  to  be  defray¬ 
ed  by  the  amount  of  the  revenue 
to  the  5th  of  April  1793  ;  but  it 
happens  that  the  expences  were  not 
only  defrayed  on  the  5th  of  Janu- 
ary  1793,  but  a  furplus  actually 
remained  ;  confequently,  the  pro¬ 
duce  of  the  quarter  ending  on  the 
5th  of  April  is  applicable  to  the 
exigencies  of  the  prefent  year. 
Of  the  produce  of  this  quarter, 
435, ©ool.  have  been  already  voted. 
Suppofing  it  to  be  as  favourable 
as  it  has  been  in  former  years, 
274,000!.  will  remain  of  this  quar¬ 
ter,  in  addition  to  the  435,000!. 
of  which  the  nation  will  have  to 
avail  itfelf.  Mr.  Pitt  faid,  it  Was 
his  intention  to  continue  thofe  tem¬ 
porary  taxes,  which  were  impofed 
1  - 


upon  account  of  the  Spanifh  arma-i 
ment,  and  which  were  to  expire  at 
different  periods.  Thefe  amount 
to  255,0001.  which  was  hence-: 
forth  to  be  confidered  as  part  of  the! 
fupply.  The  chancellor  of  the  ex¬ 
chequer  then  adverted  to  an  aid 
which  has  often  been  looked  upon 
as  entirely  chimerical,  and  has  been 
treated  at  bell  as  precarious  and 
uncertain  ;  namely,  the  affiftancej 
to  the  finances  of  this  country,  to 
be  derived  from  thofe  of  India, 
This  affiffance  had  been  promifed, 
and  he  was  glad  to  ftate  that  the 
fulfilment  of  that  promife  was  ar¬ 
rived,  notwithffanding  the  difficul¬ 
ties  which  feemed  to  bar  its  accom- 
plifhment ;  and  that,  in  1794,  a 
fum  of  not  lefs  than  500,000!. 
from  the  finances  of  India  will  be 
applicable  to  the  expences  of  this 
country.  Pie  further  obferved,  that 
after  every  other  refource,  there 
would  be  wanting  a  loan  of 
2,900,000!.  He  had  not  then 
made  any  propofals  as  to  the  terms' 
of  the  loan,  becaufe  he  confidered 
it  as  a  previous  duty,  to  fubmit  this 
ffatement  to  the  public,  in  order  to 
avoid  any  thing  which  might  have 
the  appearance  of  deception.  A 
fum  of  240,0001.  would  be  want¬ 
ing  to  pay  the  intereft  of  this  loan, 
for  which  purpofe  he  meant  to  de¬ 
vote  the  taxes  impofed  upon  occa- 
fion  of  the  Spanifh  armament. 
Thefe  taxes  were  of  two  kinds, 
fome  of  them  temporary,  and  others 
perpetual.  Of  thefe,  the  additional 
tax  on  bills,  and  the  game  duty, 
amounted  to  85,0001.  The  tax 
of  one  penny  per  gallon  on  all  Bri- 
tifh  fpirits,  produced  a  fum  of 
1  1 2,®ool.  Another  of  thefe  was 
the  addition  of  ten  per  cent,  upon 
all  affeffed  taxes,  which  amounted 
to  about  90,000!. ;  making  upon 
the  whole  a  fum  of  287,000!. 
The  chancellor  of  the  exchequer 
then  proceeded  to  give  the  follow¬ 
ing  general  ffatement. 


Amount 
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£■ 

Amount  of  fupply  11,182,213 
Ditto  of  way  sand  means  8,299,696 

2,88.2,517 


Add  money  from 
the  commifiioners 
1,650,000!.  fay  4,500,000 

4,500,000!.  at  75  per 

cent,  is  equal  to  6,000,000 

6,000, oool.  at  3  per 

cent,  is  equal  to  180,000 

To  which  add  an  addi¬ 
tional  one.  per  cent.  60,000 


240,000 


Temporary  taxes  to  be 
continued  <*— — 


287,000 


(<  This  is,”  continued  Mr.  Pitt, 
<£  nearly  the  ftatement  which  I 
meant  to  fubmit  to  the  committee. 
You  will  fee  that  I  have  made  a 
large  provifion  for  the  extraordinary 
and  unforefeen  occurrences  which 
may  arife  during  the  war  ;  while 
at  the  fame  time  I  have  attended 
to  the  objeCt  of  keeping  down  the 
unfunded  debt,  and  applying  the 
annual  furplus  to  the  extinction  of 
the  funded  debt.  I  do  not"  think 
it  ufelefs  to  fuggeft  fome  obferva- 
tions  with  refpeCl  to  this  war  in 
which  we  are  engaged.  The  ex- 
cefs  of  the  permanent  revenue,  if 
kept  up,  is  no  lefs  than  900,0001. 
above  the  peace  eftablifhment ; 
which  even  if  deftroyed  by  war, 
will  leave  the  country  in  poffeffion 
of  ail  its  ordinary  revenue.  This 
900,000!.  I  have  not  taken  into 
ray  reafoning  or  calculations,  be- 
caufe  I  was  defirous  to  leave  it  as  a 
fecurity  again!!  thofe  contingencies 
to  which  war  is  liable.  When  we 
confider  war  as  n'eccflary,  there  is 
no  part  of  our  property  which  we 
ought  not  to  be  prepared  to  facri- 


fice  for  the  prefervation  of  the 
whole.  Many  are  the  motives 
which  have  induced  us  into  this 
war.  I  have  heard  of  wars  of  ho¬ 
nour  ;  and  fuch,  too,  have  been 
deemed  wars  of  prudence  and  poli¬ 
cy.  On  the  prefent  occafion,  what¬ 
ever  could  raife  the  feelings,  or 
animate  the  exertions  of  a  people, 
concurred  to  prompt  them  to  the 
war  ;• — the  prefumptuous  attempts 
of  the  French  to  interfere  in  the 
government  of  this  country,  and  to 
arm  our  fubjeCts  againft  ourfelves  ; 
to  vilify  a  monarch,  the  objeCt  of 
our  gratitude,  reverence  and  affec¬ 
tion;  and  to  feparate  the  court  from 
the  people,  by  reprefenting  them  as 
influenced  by  different  motives,  and 
aCting  from  different  interefls.  Af¬ 
ter  fuch  provocation  fo  often  re¬ 
peated,  does  not  this  become,  on 
our  part,  a  war  of  honour  ;  a  war 
neceffary  to  afl’ert  the  fpirit  of  the 
nation,  and  the  dignity  of  the  Bri- 
tifli  name  ?  There  have  been  wars 
undertaken  for  the  fake  o’f  the  pro- 
teftant  religion  ;  t  his  is  in  defence 
of  religion  itfelf,  becaufe  they  are 
endeavouring  to  propagate  every 
where,  by  the  force  of  their  arms, 
that  fyftem  of  infidelity  which  they 
avow  in  their  principles.  Wars  have 
been  undertaken  in  defence  of  the 
lawful  fuccefiion  ;  but  now  we  fight 
in  defence  of  our  hereditary  mo¬ 
narchy.  We  are  at  war  with  thofe 
who  would  deftroythe  whole  fabric 
of  our  con  It  it  u  tion .  M  r.  Pitt  conclud¬ 
ed  with  moving  the  firff  refolution. 

Mr.  Sheridan  began  with  faying, 
that  as  we  were  aCtually  engaged  in 
a  war,  the  right  honourable  gentle¬ 
man’s  propufitions  were  but  juft  and 
politic:  if  exertion  was  to.be  vigo¬ 
rous,  undoubtedly  the  fupply  muff 
be  liberal.  While  he  gave  the  mi- 
nifter  credit  for  fome  of  his  ffate- 
ments,  he  difapproved  of  that  fud- 
den  and  extraordinary  appeal  to  the 
pafiions  of  the  houfe,  with  which  he 

had 
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bad  concluded  bis  fpeech.  He  had 
laid  down  his  pencil  and  (late,  as  it 
were,  and,  grafping  his  truncheon, 
had  finifiWd  with  an  harangue  more 
■  calculate^  for  the  general  of  a 
heated  army  going  to  ftoim  a 
French  redoubt,  than  n  mrnifter  of 
finance  di  (cuffing  accounts,  in  the* 
fober  hour  of  calculation,  with  the 
Rewards  and  attornies  of  a  burdened, 
and  patient  people.  It  feemed  the 
expenfive  corps  of  12,000  Hanove¬ 
rians  were  not.  the  only  foreign 
troops  we  were  to  pay  ;  new  fubfi- 
dies  and  foreign  mercenaries  were 
announced,  and  in  a  manner  that 
feemed  to  avow  that  government 
was  adopting  the  general  principles 
and  views  of  the  Pruffian  and  Auf- 
trian  confederacy,  which  he  had 
hitherto  flattered  himfelf  had  not 
been  the  cafe,  whatever  had  been 
the  wifhes  and  arguments  of  fiome 
Individuals  in  that  houfe.  He  was 
confident  that  the  nation  did  not 
intend  this  as  a  war  of  vengeance  ; 
that  crufade  for  extirpation  of  opi¬ 
nions,  and  of  forms  of  foreign  go¬ 
vernments,  which  fome  had  rafhly 
recommended. 

Mr.  Sheridan  agreed  that  Mr. 
Pitt  had  not  overloaded  our  aver.-we 
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income,  but  he  gave  the  molt  de¬ 
cided  contradiction  to  his  flateftient, 
that  if  peace  had  continued,  or 
whenever  peace  was  reftored,  there 
would  be  a  balance,  after  paying 
the  peace  eftablifbment  and  the  fur- 
plus  million,  of  nearly  nine  hun¬ 
dred  thoufand  pounds.  This,  Mr. 
Sheridan  faid,  was  proved  by  fads 
and  figures  to  be  a  grofs  fallacy, 
and  nothing  was  fo  dangerous  as 
buoying  up  the  people's  hopes,  and 
making  them  carelefs  of  the  confe¬ 
rences  of  war  by  fuch  delufioos. 
He  todk  the  produce  of  laft  year, 
up  to  the  5th  of  January,  as  Hated 
by  the  chancellor  of  the  exchequer, 
and  the  papers  on  the  table ;  includ¬ 
ing  the  land  and  malt  tax,,  the  tot,al 


income  of  the  year  would  be  fotn£* 
thing  fhovt  of  17,600,0001.  Mr\ 
Pitt  told  the  houfe,  that  this  waV 
900,000b  more  than  neceflary  for 
a  peace  eflablifhmeut',  and  therefore 
we  might  reckon  on  900,000b 
whenever  peace  moula  arrive. 
Though  ten  years  had  palled  fince 
the  American  war,  there  had  not 
been  a  fingfe  year  hi  which  oiiv 
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expenditure  had  been  lefs  than 
17,000,000b  To  hold  out  fuch 
hopes  was  trifling  with  the  country  ; 
betides,  we  had  reafon  to  fear  that 
ourprefent  revenue  would  not  con¬ 
tinue  at  its  prefeht  ftandard.  Among 
the  ways  and  means,  he  objected  to 
the  fum  fuppofed  to  be  forthcom-  . 
ing  from  the  Eaft  India  company  ; 
that  houfe  ought  not  to  have  feem¬ 
ed  to  have  already  accepted  the 
premium  which  was  to  Be  the  price 
of  the  charter,  v 

Mr.  Sheridan  concluded  with  re¬ 
commending  to  the  houfe,  to  make 
a  rigorous  ferutiny  into  all  ufelefs 
places,  and  reverfionary  finecures, 
before  they  laid  new  burdens  upOri 
the  people,  that  they  might  look 
their  conflituents  in  the  face,  arid 
allure  them,  that  they  had  ab'olifhed 
all  un neceflary  expences,  and  un¬ 
merited  [Spends,  before  they  laid 
new  taxes  upon  them. 

Mr.  Drake  highly  complimented 
Mr.  Pitt  upon  the  propriety  of  hiV 
flatements  and  obfervations  on  the 
war  ;  he  greatly  applauded  the  fub- 
feription  let  on' foot  for  the  relief  of  , 
the  families  of  fuch  hefoes  as  fhonld 
fall  in  the  fervice  of  their  country^ 
which  he  hoped  would  meet  with  . 
liberal  fopport. 


of  hi  tv  propofal  of  reducing  the  un¬ 
funded  debt,  he  thought  it  fir.galar,  > 
that  while  he  was  propofingto  pay . 
off  1,706,000!.  of  exchequer  bills,  .. 
he  Was,  at  the  fame*  lime,  to  iffue 

bequer 
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scheqiier  bills  to  that  amount,  on 
vote  of  credit.  He  mod  fmcerely 
ifhed  that  the  right  honourable 
entleman,  in  dead  of  [peculating  as 
shad  done,  had  deigned  to  follow 
le  advice  which  he  had  riven  in 

.  O 

le  lad  femon,  as  to  paying-  off  the 
per  cents.  Had  he  done  fo,  and 
lid  off  the  4  per  cents,  when  at 
9,  a  permanent  refource  of  no  lsfs 
lan  240,0001.  would  have  been 
lined  to  the  public.  Mr.  Fox  was 
rprifed  and  alarmed  to  hear  the 
ini  Her  fpeak  of  entering  into  nu- 
erous  alliances  with  foreign  pow- 
s,  befides  thofe  in  which  we  were 
)w  engaged.  It  mud  furelv  ap- 
:ar  rather  fmgular  to  bring  for- 
ard,  as  a  new  and  *unforefeen  re- 
urce,  that  which  might  arife 
3m  a  continuation  of  the  tempo-' 
ry  taxes  impofed  for  defraying 
e  expences  of  the  Spanilh  arma- 
ent ;  this  muft  have  occurred  to 
ery  body  and  the  continuing  of 
efe  taxes  after  the  period  of  their 
piration,  was  in  faff  the  fame 
ing  as  impofing  new  taxes.  Mr. 
>x  then  adverted  to  the  preference 
e  rninidry  ought  to  have  given 
negotiation  before  war.  Though 
me  had  been  weak  enough  to  de- 
ire,  that  the  English  ought  to  in- 
rfere  in  the  internal  government 
France,, and  give  it  a  monarchical 
rm,  yet  this  purpofe  of  the  war 
d  been  explicitly  difa vowed  by 
e  minider,  and  was  fo,  in  the 
‘a,red  apd  mod  exprefs  terms,  at 
e  time  he  brought  down  his  ma¬ 
ty’s  meffage  refpe&ing  the  war. 
ae  language  now  held,  ^nd  the 
clamation  they  had  heard  that 
y,  called  for  a  didindt  explanation 
on  this  mod  important  point. 

right  honourable  gentleman 
d  afked,  why  war  fliould  dimimlh 
\ revenue?  But  were  not  flou¬ 
ring  commerce  and  manufactures 
-  greateft  fupports  of  the  reve- 
e  ?  Does  the  right  honourable 
1 793-  * 
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gentleman  mean  to  fay,  that  the 
manufactures  of  this  country  will 
not  be  injured  by  the  war  ?  Has 
he  had  any  information  lately  from 
Manchefler,  Paifley,  Norwich,  See* 
which  has  induced  him  to  form  this 
opinion  ?  If  fo,  Mr.  Fox  declared  , 
his  information  had  been  direCtly  . 
the  reverfe. 

Mr.  Fox  ridiculed  the  vague  and 
common-place  declamation  of  the 
minider,  with  which  he  had  con-  i, 
eluded  his  fpeeclu — "If  we  really 
were  fighting  for  our  government 
and.  religion,  the  more  to  blame 
were-thofe  who  precipitated  us  into 
the  war  ;  fmee  he  thought  he  had 
a  right  to  fay,  that  the  war  might 
have  been  avoided  by  negotiation* 
Mr.  Fox  concluded,  with  reprobat¬ 
ing  the  idea  of  receiving  at  pre¬ 
sent  the  500,000  k  which  had 
been  alluded  to,  before  the  renewal 
of  the  charter  of  the  Eaft  India 
company  had  been  deliberately  de¬ 
cided  upon. 

Sir  Henry  Houghton  paid  high, 
compliments  to  Mr.  chancellor  Pitt, 
and  faid  he  was  at  a  lofs  to  conceive, 
how  the  manufacturing,  towns  could 
be  averfe  to  the  war,  when  in  Man- 
cheder  1600I.  had  been  fubferibed 
towards  the  railing  of  marines. 

The  feveral  resolutions  were  then 
put  and  agreed  to,  and  ordered  to 
be  reported  to'-morrow. 

In  a  committee  of  ways  and 
means,  the  houfe  agreed  to  the 
fum  pijopofed  by  Mr.  Pitt,  to  .be 
taken  from  the  confolidated  fund, 
for  the  fervice  of  the  current  year. 

On  Tuefday  the  I2;h  of  March, 
the  report  of  the  committee  on  the 
fupply ,  and  the  ways  and  means  for 
the  year,  was  brought  up  by  Mr, 
Hobart.  The  refolutiuns  moved 
by  Mr.  Pitt,  on  the  opening  of  the 
budget,  were  then  read. 

Mr.  Taylor  faid »  that  he  ^v-ifliecl 
the  attention  of  the  houfe  to  be 
given  to  that  part  of  the  ways  and 

G  meanf 
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means  for  railing  a  fupply,  which 
was  called  the  lottery  ;  becaufe  as 
at  prefent  advifed,  he  thought  it 
Ids  duty  to  qppofe  that  meafure. 
He  therefore  moved,  <c  That  the 
report  of  the  committee  appointed 
to  inquire  into' the  evils  attending  a 
lottery,  be  printed  for  the  ufe  of 
the  me mbers  of  the  houfe  ; ’ *  vvh ich 
was  ordered  accordingly. 

On  Wedhefday  the  '27th  of 
March,  the  houfe  having  refolved 
itfelf  into  a  committee  of  ways  and 
means,  Mr.  Pitt  rofe  and  faid,  he 
had  then  to  communicate  the  terms 
on  which  he  had  negotiated  the 
loan,  which  it  had  already  been 
agreed,  (hould  form  a  part  of  the 
Ways  and  meads  of  raifing  a  fupply 
for  the  fer vice  of  the  prefent  year. 
The  fum  he  had  borrowed  was 
4,500, cool,  which  it  was  his 
original  intention  to  have  procured 
by  the  fale  of  annuities  in  the  4 
dr  5  per  cent',  {locks ;  but  finding 
that  inexpedient,  he  had  at  Jaft  de¬ 
termined  to  raifeit  by  creating' new 
annuities  in  the  3  per  cents.  The 
terms  of  the  loan  were,  that  for 
every  72I.  advanced  to  the  public, 
the  lender  (hould  be  entitled  to 
lool.  (lock,  bearing  an  intereft  of 
3  per  cent.  This  would  make  a 
capital  in  tile  3  per  cent,  fund  of 
6,2  iojoooh  the  intereft  of  Which, 
to  be  paid  by  the  public,  would 
amount  to  186, cool,  a  year. 
There  was  another  charge  attend¬ 
ing  the  loan  ;  for,  by  the  aWt  for 
appropriating  the  million  furplus, 
it  was  provided,  that  whenever  a 
new  loan  fiiould  be- made,  a  fund 
equal  to  one  per  cent,  on  the  whole 
of  it  mud  be  provided,  and  applied 
tothe  liquidation  of  it  ;  this  would 
require  an  annual  charge  of 
62,100!,  making  rm the  whole,  in. 
eluding  the  intereft,  2^8, 400].  per 
annum.  He  allowed  that  the  pro- 
fperous  date  of  the  country  feemed 
£9  warrant  an  expectation  of  rc- 
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ceiving  better  terms  for  the  loan  ; 
but  they  were  the  belt  he  could, 
procure,  for  He  had  not  received 
two  offers  on  the  occafion.  The 
advantages  to  fubfenbers  were  con¬ 
fide  r  able  and  obvious';  the  differ¬ 
ence  between  the  actual  price  of  the 
3  per  cents,  and  that  at  which  they 
Were  to  receive  ftock  in  that  fund, 
was  between  4  and  5  per  cent.  To 
this  muft  be  added  another  advan¬ 
tage,  that  the  loan  would  bear  in¬ 
tereft  from  the  5  th  of  January  laft ; 
this  would  make  the  bonus*  to  the 
fubferibers  full  6  per  cent.  ;  and 
further,  it  was  ufual  For  the  treafury 
to  allow  a  difeount  of  2  per  cent, 
for  prompt  payment ;  the  fubfen¬ 
bers,  by  their  agreement,  were  only 
to  pay  by  inftalments  ;  fo  that  the 
premium  would  amount,  at  leaft, 
to  8  per  cent,  in  the  whole  loan. 
At  the  time  when  he  opened  the 
budget,  it  was  his  intention  ' "fo 
have  admitted  the  commiffionCTS 
of  the  finking'  fund,  to  fubferibe 
their  1,650,000b,  to  make  up  the 
whole  loan.  But  upon  maturer 
confederation,  he  had  'determined! 
that  the  fmall  advantage  of  one  per  < 
cent,  upon  2,850,00©!.  or  from  ad¬ 
mitting  the  commiflioners  of  the 
finking,  or  in  other  words,  the 
public  fund,  to  4  'participation  ofj 
the  pre  m  i  u  m ,  Would  not  h  a  ve  cou n* 
tCrbalanced  the  national  incont¬ 
inence,  or  even  the  lofs  which 
would  have  attended  the  meafure. 
The  next  reafon,  and  moil  poweV- 
ful,  in  his  opinion,  was,  that  were 
the  commimoners  allowed  to  fidth- 
feribe  to  a  new  loan,  the  1,650,0061. 
annual  furplus  would  be  thereb^di- 1 
verted  from  its  deftihed  dbjeH,  the 
purchafe  of  ftock  ;  and,  confeqtieiff*  5 
ly,  the  period  when  2 5,606, 60$.  ? 
of  the  national  debt  fhoiild-  he 
paid  off,  and  when,  of  courfe;  the 
public  (hould  be  at  liberty  to  re? 
deem  the  5  per  cents,  would  be  de¬ 
layed  j  an  event  which  wdftld  coll 
•-  ,v  ■  A-tin  the 
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the  nation  as  much  as  might  be 
gained  by  the  faving  afifing  from 
the  redu&ion  of  the  intereft  in  the 
5  per  cents,  to  four,  three  and  one 
half,  or  3  peV  cent.  Mr.  Pitt  faid 
he  intended,  Ihould  the  agreement 
for  the  loan  be  ratified,  to  move 
for  the  continuance  of  the  tempo¬ 
rary  taxes,  on  occafion  of  the 
Spanifh  armament :  they  produced 
annually  287,0001.  ;  fo  that,  after 
providing  for  the  intereif  and  other 
expences  of  the  loan,  there  would 
be  a  furplus  of  more  than  370,0001. 
a  year.  The  chancellor  of  the 
exchequer  concluded,  by  moving 
the  following  refolution'!  “That 
the  fum  of  4,500,000!.- be  railed 
by  annuities,  and  that  for  every 
72I.  contributed  -and  paid*,  the 
lenders  fhould  be  entitled  to  'Tool, 
three  per  cent,  dock,  bearing  in- 
tereji  from  the  5th  of  January  laft, 
$c.”  .  .  .  .  , ; 

-Mr.  Fox  thought  it  fmgular,  that 
becaufe  one-  fet  of  gentlemen  te- 
fufed  to  advance  money,  except  on 
terms  highly  difadvantageous  to  the 
nib  lie,  thoie  terms  mult  be  nece-f- 
farily  and  immediately  accepted; 
He  believed  that,  had  ihbetm pub¬ 
licly  known  that- a  premium  of  8 
per  cent,  would  have  been  given  for 
money  by  the  public,  offers 'of  loans 
would  have  poured  in  from  many 
quarters.  The  right  honourable 
gentleman,  to  colour  the -  terms'  of 
lis  loan,  had  faid,  that  circum- 
lances$  not  connected  with  the 
oolitical  lituation  of  the  country, 
lad  produced  embarraftinents  in  the 
:omtnercial  world,  and  occalioned 
1  fcarcity  of  money  •  But  Mr.  Fox 
aid,-  he  believed  it  would  be  found 
hat  the  fcarcity  of  money,  and  the 
adurti  to  which  the  right  honour- 
ble  gentleman  had  alluded,  and  the 
►olitical  Hate  of  the  country,  flood 
awards  each  other  in  the  relation 
f  caufe  and  effe& ;  and  that  the 
inner  had  been  moil  certainly  oc- 
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cafionedby  the  latter.  If  that  was 
the  cafe  , future  loans  would  be  made 
on  dill  more  difadvantageous  terms, 
as  the  war,  fhould  it  continue, 
would  produce  more  failures-  He 
condemned  the  preference  the  chan¬ 
cellor  of  the  exchequer  had  given 
to  the  prefeftt  fubferibers,  to  the 
exclufion  of  the  commidioners  pf 
the  linking  fund.-  Had  the  latter 
been  allowed  to  fubferibe,  the  pub¬ 
lic  would  have  faved  feven  per  cent, 
on  1,650,0001,  and  alfo  one  per 
cent.,  on  the  remaining  2,850,000!. 
objedls  of  "eonliclerable  moment. 
Had  he  purfued  this  mode  when 
the  three  per  cents.  were  at  97,  he 
might  have  paid  off  the  four  per 
cents,  "and  “■gained  an  annuity)  of 
300,00©!; :£om the  public  ;  by  wait4* 
mg  till  the  threes  'fhould  be  at  par, 
he  had-ilbltithat  great  and  oevtain 
advantage.  Being  of  opinion  that 
to  obtains  better  terms  was.  worth 
trying,  he  fhould  vote  againft-thc 
refolutSon.  f  it  '  . x tVi 

Mr.  Si  Thornton  .declared, .that, 
to  his  knowledge,  the  minifter  had 
laboured,  though  in  vain,  to  pro¬ 
duce  a  competition  amongft  the 
moneyed  men.  Perhaps  one:caufe 
of  his  failure  might  have  arifen 
-fr6m  that  act  Of  parliament,  by 
which  members  of- parliament,  w.ere 
prevented  from  becoming  con¬ 
tractors  with  government* 

Mr.  Drake  conlidered  thedoan  aft 
extremely'  improvident^  and  too  dif¬ 
advantageous  to  "the  public  to  be 
ratified  by  parliament ;  he  was  cer¬ 
tain,  that  in  dead  of  72I.  he  might 
have  procured- 7 5I.  at  lead  for.  the 
three  per  cent,  dock  to  be  created. 
He  wilhed  to  get  rid  of  this  bar¬ 
gain  made  by  the  chancellor  of  the 
exchequer  $  this  he  thought  might 
be  effected  by  putting  off  to  a  cjif* 
taut  day  the  farther  .  cpnlideration 
of  the  bufinefs  ;  he  therefore  mov¬ 
ed  that  the  Speaker  Ihould  leave  the 
chair,  and  report  progrefft, 

Q  2.  Mr. 
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fices,  unlefs.  where  the  ticket s->nf 


i.  Mr* ‘Hit  replied,. that'  to  throw 
©bftacles  in  the  way  of  fettling  the 
,  loan  bufinefs,  would  be  a  great  pub¬ 
lic  f  "injury.  Mr.  Drake  .upon  this 
.agreed  to  withdraw  his  motion,  but 
at  the  fame -time  idedared,  that,  to 
the  refolbtion  moved  by  "the  chan¬ 
cellor  of  the  exchequer,' he  would 
’  give  tlie  loudeft:>N)Oihis  lungs  could 
bring  forth.  The*  divifion  upon 
Mr.  Hitt’s 1  motion  was,,  dyes  74, 
noes  2;i,  .majority  i 
'  The-  houfe  puffed  various  mother 
refolutions  moved  by  the  chancellor 
. ©L thre;:iexchequeftn'for  continuing 
.the.different  taxes  to  . which  he  had 
/referred  in  the  -ftsatement  of  the  fi¬ 
nances.  .•  .n  r  • 

4*  i, 

.  0n  Friday,  .the  17  th  of  May, 
the  houfe  again;  went/  into  a  com¬ 
mittee  of  waysland.  means. 
nii-Mr.  Pitt  faid,<  it,. awas-.-hia. inten¬ 
tion  to.movea  rdalution  for  railing 
f he  fum  of  67^00 €>1.(  by  way  dflot- 
tsry*.  i.<:  -  ",  /  oiuudl  an  ,'gui  ri  t 

Mr.  Taylor,  though  .a.  decided 
.enemy. to  lotteries*  wified  to-  wait 
till  he  heard  the  outline  of  the  re¬ 
gulations  which l  the  right  honour¬ 
able  gentleman;  meant  to  propofe..: 

. . -Mr.  Pitt  ffafeed^  that,  to  prevent 
a  modi  mifahievoti'S-  fpecies  of  in£u- 
rahce.’dae  meant'thd  mode.. of  infur 
ranee:  from  day: to  day,  he>propofed 
to*  give  a  power  tof  the.  comm  tffien  - 
ers  to  vary -the  numbfer  of  tickets 
to  boallralwh  in  , cadi  day,  at.  their 
diferetion  ;-  bst,eaa  tiffs,  might  .not 
prevent  •  :gai$bimg  cfpee.«da$h?a-8  on 
the  drawing  pf  the  fifth  2  0.0b  tickets 
for  inffanch,  *500 

tickets,  .  bet  would  7  ifiixt.  propofe, 
that  the  rm  mb  e  up  dr  aw:  ntho  u  1  d  net 
only  be  taken;  down,  aid  'printed 
under,  the; authority:  of  tire  commifi 
fioners^-biit  that,  they  ihould  be 
publidied  in  a  numericai  ’arrange¬ 
ment,  ib  to  render  itjimpeffiMe 
to  afeetteimthe  *>i  derm*  which  they 
were  -.drawn.  '  lie  alfo  meant  to 
prevent  irffurances  at.iicenfed  of. 


fured  were  actually  produced. m.  * 

>  Mr.  Taylor  feared  thepnopofed 
regulations  would  not  .be  pffe.dkual 
to  prevent  fo  great  an  evil,,  other- 
wife  he  iffio.uld  be:  ready  toi  give 
every  affiftance  to  the  executive  go¬ 
vernment  with  refpeel.-.to  mk)ney, 
inftead  of  throwing. any  impediment 
in  the;  Way,-::  ■  A  'ff 

.  Mr.; Sheridan,  afferted,  that,  it 
w.as-  ablolutely  neceffary  to  have  a 
radical  remedy,  -and  that  no.  pallia¬ 
tion  would  do.  As  to  the' regula¬ 
tions  propofed  by  tlm'fight  honour¬ 
able  gentleman,. it  appeared  to  him, 
that  the  only  effect  of  the  firffi  re¬ 
gulation  would. cbe,. to  make. gam¬ 
bling  deeper ;  that,  with  refpedf  to 
the  fecond,  it  was  impeffuble  to  .(hut 
,u.p-  jDuildhall,  fo*as  tchhave  nobody 
the  re.  .but  the  comroiffiooers ;  -for 
the*  buffnefemuff  be  carried  on  pub¬ 
licly,  and  the  regulation  was-  of 
copife  impracticable.!  ■  As.  to  the 
la  ft  /regulation  irefpddfing  Jotter^ 
offices,  it  was*  evident,’  from  paft  ex¬ 
perience,, -that  itunuft  be'  totally  nu¬ 
gatory.  '  At  length  tke  vrefohltion 
that  the  fuin  of  67,^,000!.  be  raffed 
by-  way.;.bf  fpttfety,.  for  the.  fer vice 
of  itiie  yean.  1.7  9.3,  was  put  >asd.car- 
ried^-avu  .w  >,  !  •  b"r-'  .m-v,  ,  • 
c;:.Mrn  .P.itff.then  moved#  thH*  there 
be.ihhed  tip  his  josajeky , ‘f«ur< i^e  fer- 
vice*<of  the  year -17937  the  Aim  of 
255,090,1.  out  of  the  ffurplus  aftfing 
fronx  l  ithe;  c^nfolidated;  fugd,, from 
tffe  5th iof  January  1793,^0  the  5th 
of  January  1,794.  >  This; trefolwtiof 
was  ,.a]fo  ,agreed-;to.  o  •  •  ■  ■ .  ,  •  ■ 

Qn-  F«i day,  the  24th  iof*. Ivlsy# 
Mr;  Hobart ,  brought  up  .the; two 
tefoluti<#ijs  agreed  it©  .by.: the  cpmt 
rnffteerofwray.s  andmneaftsi  iQp  tba 
qutftiorf  that  they  beirfcadoa  fecon^ 

time,/,/;  f'oiiXiL  UtSg  • 

:  1 A  *.T aylor  defued  thehoiffe 

to  recall  to;  their- memory*  th4>many 
cogent. arguments  wrhidhvbaUubee.n 
urged  .laitieffon  againft  failing itrm-: 

ney 
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liey  by  lotteries.  It  had  heen  faid 
in  defence  of  them,  that  they  were 
a  voluntary  tax,  and  a  clear  gain  to 
the  public ;  but  he  conceived  that 
the  fums  raifed  by  lotteries  were 
not  clear  gain  to  the  public,  both 
becaufe  thofe  who  adventure  in  lot¬ 
teries  render  themfelves  lefs  able  to 
contribute  otherwise  to  the  public 
revenue ;  and  becaufe,  whenever 
100, cool,  is  raifed  to  the  public  by 
the  way  of  lottery,  another 
ioo, oooL  is  put  into  the  pockets 
of  others,  by  whofe  mifehievous 
pradices  incredible  numbers  are 
brought  to  ruin.  The  refolutions 
were,  notwithftanding,  read  a  fe- 
cond  time,  and  ^lottery  bill  ordered 
to  be  brought  in  upon  the  ftrft  re¬ 
solution. 

Gn  Thurfday,  the  i  ith  of  April, 
the  report  of  the  committee  of  fup- 
ply,  of  one  million  and  a  half  to  be 
granted  to  his  majefty  to  defray  the 
extraordinary  expences  of  the  pre- 
fent  year,-  was  brought  up,  the  re- 
folution  agreed  to,  and  a  bill  or¬ 
dered  tobe  brought  in,  in  purluance 
of  it.  On  the  12th  of -April,  the 
bill  was  introduced  by  Mr.  Rofe, 
and  read  a  firft  time,  and  a  few  days 
afterwards  a  fecond  and  third  time. 

The  next  fubjed  which  engaged 
the  attention  of  the  houfe,  was  a 
bill  for  the  prevention  of  traitorous 
correfpondence  with  the  enemy. 
On  Friday,  the  15th  of  March, 
the  attorney  general,  in  moving  for 
the  bill,  began  with  explaining 
*what  he  meant  by  the  term  corre¬ 
fpondence'':  his  bill  was  to  prevent 
.all  traitorous  correfpondence  ;  but 
.here  he  did  not  mean  correfpond¬ 
ence  in  the  popular  fenfe,  as  to 
■prevent  the  paffing.of  letters,  which 
would  deftroy  all  commercial  com¬ 
munication  ;  but  in  its  legal  fenie, 
namely,  all  commerce  and  inter- 
courfe  with  his  majefty’s  enemies. 
When  he  proceeded  to  date  the 
object  of  the  bill,  he  faid,  that  the 
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law  of  treafon  was  founded  Upon  a* 
ftatute  of  the  25th  of  Edward  th-e 
third,  which  had  been  explained  in 
fubfequent  ads.  By  that  add,  trea¬ 
sonable  aids  were,  firft,  compaffing 
or  imagining  the  death  of  the  king; 
and  the  judges  had  always  inter¬ 
preted,  that  there  fhould  be  fome“ 
overt  aid  to  conftitute  this  offence. 
Secondly,  it  was  declared  treafon- 
able  if  any  man  fhould  levy  war 
againft  the  king,  or  adhere  to  his 
majefty ’s  enemies,  and  aid,  comfort, 
or  abet  them.  The  third  aid  de¬ 
clared  treafonable,  was  coining  the 
king’s  money.  •  The  legiflature  af¬ 
terwards  found  it  neceffary  to  de¬ 
clare  what  particular  circumftances' 
conftituted  overt  aids  of  treafon. 
During  the  reign  of  queen  Mary, 
all  the  intermediate  aids  were  re¬ 
pealed,  and  the  law  of  treafon  was 
reftored  to  the  original,  footing 
upon  whidh  it  flood  by  the  ftatute 
of  Edward  the  third.  An  ad  had 
paffed  in  the  reign  of  queen  Ann, 
to  prevent  all  traitorous  correfpond¬ 
ence,  which  prohibited  any  perfon 
from  fupplying  the  enemies  with 
arms,  naval  or  military  ftores,  or 
from  going  out  of  the  kingdom  to 
the  enemy’s  country  without  li¬ 
cence.  A  fimilar  ad  of  William 
and  Maty  had  carried  the  regula¬ 
tion  farther  ;  it  prohibited  goods 
and  merchandifes  of  every  fort. 
The  bill  he  meant  to  propofe  was 
upon  the  principle  of  thefe  ads. 
It  was  his  intention  to  prohibit  any 
perfon  frbm  felling  or  delivering* 
for  the  ufe  of  the  perfons  who  com- 
pofe  the  French  government,  or 
the  French  armies,  any  of  the  arti¬ 
cles  fpecified ;  fuch  as  arms,  mili¬ 
tary  ftores,  proviftons,  or  clothes, 
under  penalty  of  high  treafon.  But 
in  order  to  foften  the  rigour  of  this 
penalty,  he  meant  that  it  fhould  be 
unde.rltood,  as  in  the  cafe  of  per¬ 
fons  counterfeiting  the  king’s  mo¬ 
ney,  and  Humid  not  convey  any  at- 
G  3  taint 


BRITISH  AN  B 


$6. 

taint  in  the  Wood,  or  debar  the 
next  heir  from  inheriting.  It  was 
his  intention  alfo  to  prevent  perfons 
from  purchafing  lands  in  France, 
or  from  pur  chafing  in  their  funds, 
qr  advancing  any  money  upon  fuch 
purchafe.  The  motive  for  tin’s 
prohibition  ..would  be  ea'fily  per¬ 
ceived.  The  French  propofed  to 
themfelves  to  make  war  again fl  us 
by  the  faie  of  lands.  If  we  allowed 
our  fubjeHs  ,  to  purchafe  lands,  we 
fhould  give  them  an  intered  in  the 
property  thus  acquired,  while  we 
furniihed  the  French  with  means  to 
carry  on  war  agaiqff  ourfelves.  His 
third  objeft  was,  that  no  perfon 
fhould  be  allowed  to  go  from  this 
country  into  France,  without  a  li¬ 
cence  under  his  majefty’s  great  feal, 
and  that  their  neglecting  to  obtain 
this  licence  fhould  be  deemed  a  mif- 
demeanot*.  But  what  he  thought 
a  regulation  of  great  import,  was, 
that  no  perfons,  though  fubjeCts  of 
this  country,  coming  from  France, 
fhould  be  allowed  to  enter  this  king¬ 
dom  without  either  a  licence  or  a 
paffport,  or  they  fhould  be  obliged 
to  deliver  in  a  declaration  to  the 
mailer  of  the  veffel  .with  whom 
they  had  come  into  this  country, 
who  fhould  in  the  mean  time  trail  f- 
mit  it  to  the  fecretary  of  date,  and 
that  they  fhould  not  quit  the  place 
where  they  landed  without  the  per- 
nufiion  of  a  judice  of  peace,  or 
giving  him  fecurity  for  their  good 
behaviour.  The  lad  claufe  of  his 
bill  was  to  prevent  the  infurance  of 
vedels  either  coming  from  France, 
or  going  to  France.  He  concluded 
with  moving, 4t  T  hat  leave  be  given 
to  bring  in  a  bill  to  prevent  all 
traitorous  correfpondence,  &C.” 

Mr.  Fox  took  this  fird  opportu¬ 
nity  of  expreffing  his  difapprobation 
of  the  bill.  If  the  law  of  treafon  was 
doubtful,  it  was  not  for  him  to  fay 
that  a  bill  to  explain  it  was  unne- 
©efiary ;  but  he  who  had  never  be¬ 


fore  heard  of  thole  doubts  had  no 
reafon  to  think  the  law  obfeure, 
and  therefore  . could  not  think  a  bill 
neced’ary  to  explain  it.  If  the  law . 
of  treafon  wants  explanation,  then 
the  quedion  will  be,  whether  the 
provifions  of  the  bill  now  propofed 
conformed  to  that  intention,;  The  j 
fit  if  part  that  dr  uck  his  mind,  was  ij 
the  prohibiting  any  perfon  in  this  i 
country  from  pure  haling  lands  in 
France.  Britifh.  fubje&s  had  fre* 
quently  pofTefiions  in  foreign  coum 
tries,  and  no  evil,  which  he  had 
ever  heard  of,  had  hitherto  reful ted 
from  that  circumdance  ;  and  he  was 
firmly  convinced,  that  nothing  at 
this  moment  could  be  more  danger  . 
rous  than  holding  out  that  idea* 
nor  was  there  any  more  danger  of' 
having  fuch  pofTefiions  nt  prefent 
than  at  any  former  period. 

Something  of  this  kind  had  been 
propofed  during  the  American  war, ,i 
refpehring  property  held  in  Pennfyl-t 
vania  ;  but  the  miniiter  of  that  day 
rejedfed  with  difdain  a  propofition 
fo  unjud  and  fo  impolitic.  We  had» 
always  encouraged  foreigners,  even 
m  time  of  war,  to  deal  in  our  funds  j 
and  we  had  always  held  their  pro* 
perty  facred  ;  and  he  would  afk, 
whether  encouragement  afforded  on 
both  fides  to  deal  in  the  funds, 
would  operate  mofl  in  favour  of 
this  country  or  of  France  ;  of  that 
which  had  mod,  or  that  which  had 
lead:  credit  ?  Surely,  at  prefent,! 
men  would  not  be  fo  blind  to  their 
o\yn  interefts  as  to  prefer  French 
fecurity  to  Englifh.  As  to  the 
next  prohibition  in  the  bill,  the? 
fupplying  the  French  with  arms,: 
if  that  part  of  the  law  was  to  bet 
thoroughly  revifed,  he  fhould  per¬ 
haps  quefUon  whether  it  would  not 
be  of  advantage  to  this  country  to  j 
trade  with  its  enemies,  and  fell 
them  every  article  of  arms,  whillt 
we  had  prompt  payment,  at  our 
own  price,  for  them.  .  Refpe&ing 
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Englishmen  going  to  France  with¬ 
out  a  paffport,  Mr.  Fox  faid,  he 
fhould  pafs  it  by  as  the  leak  excep¬ 
tionable  claufe  in  the  bill.  But  as 
to  the  provifiort  again  It  Engl ifh men 
returning  to  their  country,  it  was 
mopllroiis  enough  to  make  the 
learned  gentleman  himielf  afraid,  of 
Slating  it.  It  was  giving  a  power 
to  the  king  to  baniflh,  during  the 
war,  every  Britilh  fubjeft  now  in 
France.  Though  he  may  return  in 
certain  cafes  by  giving  fecurity  | 
who  are  to  be  judges  of  the  amount 
of  that  fecurity  ?  This  was  to  be  left 
to  a  magiilrate — Here  one  man  was 
to  be  put  linger  the difcfetion  of  ano¬ 
ther,  who  might  render  his  return  im- 
poffible,  by  exacting  fecurity  to  an 
amount  that  could  not  be  given. 
As  to  the  claufe  which  prohibited 
the  infurance  of  French  (hips,  he 
liad  lefs  objection  to  it  than  feveral 
others,  becaufe  it  appeared  to  him 
to  be  merely  foolilh,  for  the  balance 
Would  be  in  favour  of  the  Englifh, 
‘who Would  in  that  cafe  be  the  un- 
'derwriters,  becaufe  the  premium 
was  always  luppofed  to  be  more  . 
than  the  rifle.  He  ridiculed  the 
attorney  generaPs  definition  of  the 
Word  correfpondence,  and  thought 
that  the  people  of  this  country  need 
not  be  told,  that  if  they  entered  in¬ 
to  any  agreement  with  the  enemies 
of  the  Hate  to  perform  any  thing 
“that  tended  to  its  injury,  they  were 
.amenable  to  the  law.  He  conclud¬ 
ed  with  faying,  that  the  whole  of 
the  bill  was  unneceffary,  and  many 
“parts  of  it  repugnant  to  the  com¬ 
mon  principles  of  jullice  ;  its  pro- 
yifions  were  either  deteftablC  or  ufe- 
lefs,  and  he  believed  it  made  part 
of  the  fupport  which  minilters 
found  themfelves  under  the  necef- 
fity  of  lending  to  the  falfe  alarms  of 
treaffon  and  luppofed  fedition  lurk¬ 
ing  in  this  country. 

Mr.  folicitor-general  defended 
the  propriety  of  the  bill.  The 


flatute  of  Edward  the  third,  he  re¬ 
marked,  left  the  law  of  treafon  in 
fome  doubt  ;  becaufe  the  nature  of 
treafon  was,  in  fome  meafure,  to 
be  determined  by  exifting  circum- 
llances,  and  of  confequence  there 
had  been  continual  declarations  of 
wrhat,  in  particular  inftauces,  con- 
ftituted  treafon.  As  to  the  pur- 
chafe  of  lands,  he  dated,  that  one 
of  the  caufes  of  the  calamities  of 
the  American  war,  was  the  private 
ini:  ere  ft  of  individuals,  in  confe¬ 
quence  of  their  poflefltons,  which 
induced  them  to  take  a  part  contra¬ 
ry  to  their  fentiments.  As  to  the 
prohibition  of  perfons  td  go  to 
France,  he  obferved,  that  the  inten¬ 
tions  of  thofe  who  Would  vifit  that 
country  were  fufpicious,  except  a 
proper  cafe  could  be  made  out,  and 
then  a  licence  would  be  granted 
them. 

Mr.  Martin  faid,  that  he  had 
endeavoured  as  much  as  poffible,  to 
prevent  this  country  entering  into 
a  (late  of  war.  Now  that  the  coun¬ 
try  was  '  engaged  in  a  war,  it  was  , 
his  objefl  to  jSut  an  end  to  it  as 
foon  as  poffible.  He  thought  that 
the  tendency  of  this  bill  was  to 
prevent  the  French  from  continu¬ 
ing  the  war ;  and  therefore  he 
fhould  give  it  his  fupport. 

Mr.  Erfkine  faid,  that  in  many 
inflances  the  attorney  and  folicitor 
general  had  the  advantage  of  him, 
on  the  prefent  occafion  ;  they  had 
ftudied  the  point  for  fome  time,  and 
therefore  mull  underftand  it.  Such 
was  the  love  of  this  country  for  their 
king  and  conftitution,  that  for  fif¬ 
teen  years  that  he  had  been  at  the 
bar,  he  had  witneffed  but  one  trial 
for  high  treafon.  This  was  the 
bed  anfwer  that  could  be  given  to 
the  vile  calumny  and  moil  infamous 
libels  caft  upon  them  when  they 
were  charged  with  fedition  and 
treafon.  Upon  a  legal  ground,  Mr. 
Erfkine  maintained  that  the  bill 
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was  contrary  to  the  beft  policy  of 
our  anceftors,  contrary  to  the  belt 
opinions  and  authorities  inthe  world 
upon  that  fubjeft.  The  mover  of 
the  bill  had  profefledly  taken  the 
works  of  lord  Hale  for  his  guide  : 
no  man  ever  more  difapproved,  than 
lord  Hale,  of  thofe  temporary  afts 
which  had  been  made  in'  addition  to 
the  ftatute  of  Edward  the  third. 
In  Edward  the  fourth’s  reign,  and  in 
Mary’s  reign,  thefe  adds  were  fwept^ 
away.  Thus,  faid  Mr.  E.  you  have 
the  fenfe  of  parliament  upon  thofe 
adds— adds  of  treafon  fprung  up  like 
weeds,  and  were  fwejpt  away,  noe 
.  only  without  any  inconvenienct, 
but  with  the  mod  falutary  effedd. 
The  fundamental  principles  of  the 
law  ought  not  to  be  ihaken  by  un- 
neceflary  adds  of  the  legiflature.  He 
remarked  the  tendency  of  the  pre- 
fent  bill  to  throw  fufpicion  upon 
the  people.  The  attorney -general 
comes  forward  with  a  bill,  explana¬ 
tory  of  the  .ftatute  of  Edward  the 
third,  to  tell  .’them  what  circum- 
ftances  in  the  prefent  period  would 
be  deemed  treafonable.  By  this 
bill  the  add  or  treafon  is  made  inde¬ 
pendent  of  the  mind  ;  whereas  in 
cafes  of  treafon,  the  mind  only  was 
criminal,  and  the  overt  add  ferved 
but  as  evidence  to  prove  the  crimi¬ 
nal  intention.  By  this  add  the  pu- 
niihment  will  be  infiidted  without 
examining  the  mind  or  intention  of 
the  offender.  Refpedding  that  part 
of  the  bill  which  prohibits  perfons 
from  purchafing  lands  in  France,  it 
was  altogether  needlefs  in  the  pre¬ 
fent  Rate  of  that  country  ;  and  in- 
Read  of  prohibiting  perfons  from 
purchafing  in  the  French  funds, 
min ifters  fhould  rather  take  care 
that  a  calamitous  war  might  not 
prevent  them  from  purchafing  in 
our.  own.  He  concluded  with 
again  adverting  to  the  ftatute  of 
Edward  the  third,  which  he  confi- 
dereo  as  all  that  was  neceffary,  and 
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as  calculated  to  meet  every  pccafion 
on  which  the  crime  of  treafon  could 
fairly  be  alleged. 

The  honourable  Frederick  North ; 
thought  the  bill  expedient  and  ne-i 
ceffary.  Mr.  Curwen  was  of  a  con¬ 
trary  opinion. 

The  attorney-general  brought  up 
the  bill  on  the  18th  of  March, 
when  it  was  read  a  firft  time. 

On  the  2 ift  of  March,  upon  the 
fecond  reading,  Mr.  Curwen  rofe 
and  faid,  the  firft  claufe  was  unne-  j 
ceffary,  becanfe  the  fupplying  of 
the  king’s  enemies  by  any  of  his 
fubjedds  with  naval  or  military 
ft  ores,  came  within  the  fourth  fee- 
tion  of  the  25th  of  Edward  the' 
third  ;  «md  as  it  was  already  treafon 
by  one  law,  it  would  be  unneceffary  ' 
to  declare  it  fo  by  another  ftatute. 
The  prohibition  from  purchafing 
in  the  French  funds  could  not  do 
any  good,  becaufe  it  was  probable 
the  national  affembly  would  make  5 
a  law  to  prevent  Frenchmen  from 
placing*  money  in  the  Englifh  funds, 
which  would  be  more  prejudicial  1 
than  might  be  generally  imagined. 

The  honourable  Frederick  North 
faid,  a  more  mature  confederation 
had  confirmed  his  former,  appro* 
bation  of  the  bill ;  he  conceived 
it  to  be  a  meafure  called  for  by 
the  exigence  of  our  fituation.  As 
to  that  claufe  of  the  bill  which 
prohibited  the  Englifh  from  pur* 
chafing  lands  in  France,  he  thought 
it  a  very  neceffary  ftep,  as  the  con¬ 
trary  would  evidently  aflift  our  ene- 
rnies.  Though  the  terms  offered 
by  the  national  affembly  to  the 
purchafers  of  confifcated  lands  are 
of  the  moft  advantageous  nature 
imaginable  (for  the  purchafe  mo-  j 
ney  is  to  be  paid  by  inftalments  in 
twelve  years),  yet,  notwithlland- 
ing  this,  on  the  tenth  of  laft  Janu¬ 
ary  the  national  convention  received 
affu ranees  that  purchafers  were  not 
to  be  found  in  the  country  ■:  furely 
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Englifli  put-chafers  in  this  cafe  would 
be  advantageous  to  them. 

Major  Maitland  faid,  that  as  to 
the  purchasing  claufe,  it  was  pre- 
pofterous  to  fuppofe  that  Englifh- 
rnen  having  here  the  moll  perma¬ 
nent  fecurity  for  their  money, 
Should  fend  their  capital  to  France, 
where  they  could  have  no  fecurity 
at  all;  it  was  alfo.mofl  impolitic, 
becaufe  the  French -would  moil  un¬ 
doubtedly  wifh  to  lend  their  pro¬ 
perty  here ;  but  if  fuch  a  regula¬ 
tion  as  this  is  adopted  by  us,  it 
might  well  be  fuppofed,  that  France 
would  do  the  fame  ;  and  befides, 
we  Should  be  doing  the  government 
of  France  the  moil  material  fervice, 
by  forcing  Frenchmen  to  employ 
their  money  in  their  own  funds. 
Upon  the  attorney-general’s  mov¬ 
ing  that  it  Ihould  be  committed 
on  the  following  day,  Mr.  Fox 
faid,  he  hoped  that  miniilers  would 
not  increafe  the  injuff ice  of  the 
prefent  bill,  by  the  violence  of  . the 
mode  in  which  they  meant  to  carry 
it  through.  A  bill  of  the  high- 
eil  magnitude  and  importance,  at¬ 
tacking  the  fundamental  liberty  of 
this  country,  is  moved  to  be  com--; 
mitted  on  the  very  day  after  it  has 
been  read  a  fecond  time  ;  and  what 
purpofe  can  fuch  a  ihameful  preci¬ 
pitation  anfwer  ?  As  to  the  claufe 
reilridling  the  return  of  Britifh 
fubjedls  to  England,  it  was  a  mea¬ 
sure  of  fuch  unexampled  violence 
to  every  principle  of  liberty,  that 
in  his  opinion  nothing  could  juftify 
it.  Who  would  condefcend  to  aik 
the  leave  of  a  minifler  to  return  to 
his  native  country  ?  to  aik  as  a  fa¬ 
vour  what  ought  to  be  a  matter  of 
right  ? 

The  attorney-general,  Mr.  Pitt, 
and  alderman  Auderfon-  fupported 
tiie  bill.  Mr.  Sheridan,  lord  John 
Ruiiell,  and  Mr.  Whitbread  were 
again  il  it.  After  they  had  delivered 
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their  fentiments,  it  was  ordered  to> 
be  committed  on  the  following  day. 

On  the  2  2d  of  March,  in  a  com¬ 
mittee  of  the  whole  houfe,  Mr* 
Grey  objected  to  the  preamble  of 
the  bill,  becaufe  no  fa 61  had  been 
Hated  on  which  the  meafure  could 
be  juftified.  If  it  was  only  the  in¬ 
tention  of  adminiftration  to  clear  up 
any  doubts  that  might  arife  upon 
the  conitrudtion  of  the  2  £th  of  Ed¬ 
ward  the  third,  that  intention 
ihould  be  ilated.  He  objedted  to 
the  manner  in  which  the  preamble 
was  worded,  the  in  fin  nations  which 
it  was  calculated  to  countenance, 
and  the  ideas  of  alarm  which  it 
tended  to  encourage.  Thotigh  go¬ 
vernment  might  think  it  politic  to 
keep  a  decreafing  alarm  alive,  yet 
it  was  a  very  improper  mode  for 
thofe  who  conceived  that  every 
violation  of  the  principles  of  liberty 
fubtradled  fomething  from  the  com¬ 
mon  happinefs  of  the  human  race. 

The  attorney-general  defended 
the  propriety  of  the  preamble,  and 
ilated,  that,  in  adopting  it,  he  had 
followed  the  example  of  lord  So¬ 
mers,  and  fome  of  the  greateil  men 
that  ever  exiiled  in  this  country, 
who  had  given  preambles  of  the 
fame  kind. to  bills  of  a  fimilar  na¬ 
ture. 

Mr.  Hawkins  Brown  proceeded 
to  flate  the  danger  arifmg  to  this 
country  from  the  principles  and  ob¬ 
jects  of  France  in  the  prefent  war, 
its  evident  intention  to  interfere  in 
the  internal  policy  of  this  country. 
Had  he  been  a  Jacobite,  he  could 
not  have  brought  himfelf  to  have 
received  from  fuch  influence  the 
ellablifhment  of  his  favourite  king. 
Lord  Beauchamp  obferved  that  this 
war  had  peculiar  features  belonging 
to  it,  which  fet  afide  all  attempts  at 
comparifon  with  former  wars.  In 
every  former  war  the  countries  en¬ 
gaged  refpeded  the  conilitution  of 

each 


each  other  ;  but  in  this  our  enemy 
feemed  fatisfied  with  nothing  left 
than  the  complete  definition  , of 
our  political  eflablifhment.  The 
bill  which  was  about  to  come  un¬ 
der  the  difeuflion  of  the  committee 
appeared  to  him  a  neceffary  mea¬ 
sure,  and  therefore  he  faw  no  rea- 
fon  why  they  fhbuld  deviate  from 
the  ufual  fyflem  of  poflpqning  the 
preamble  of  the  bill. 

Mr.  Burke  rejoiced  that,  in  times 
of  public  emergency,  the  minifies 
and  the  legiflators  of  this  country 
had  recourfe  to  the  wholefome 
principles  of  our  anceftors,  The 
prefent  bill  had  been  condemned  by 
the  gentlemen  of  oppofition  with 
much  acrimony,  but  *  he  had  not 
heard  one  argument  to  difprove 
the  utility  of  the  regulation  now 
propofed.  At  the  time  of  the  re¬ 
volution  in  1688,  the  next  chapter 
to  the  bill  of  rights  contained  an 
a£l  empowering  his  majefty  king 
William  to  take  up  and  imprifon  all 
fufpefted  perfons.  He  regarded 
this  precedent  as  fufficient.  With 
regard  to  whig  and  tory,  if  proper¬ 
ly  underflood,  he  hoped  that  nei¬ 
ther  of  them  would  be  confidered 
as  enemies  to  the  country.  A 
whig,  in  his  opinion,  was  a  perfon 
who  agreed  to  the  conflitution  of 
king,  lords,  and  commons ;  but 
who,  on  any  public  mifunderftand- 
ing,  would  adhere  to  the  ariflocra- 
cy  and  democracy  of  the  country, 
rather  than  yield  to  the  monarchy. 
A  tory  was  a  perfon  who  adled  upon 
principles  quite  contrary,  by  favour¬ 
ing  on  all  occafions  the  prerogative 
of  the  crown.  Thofe  who  believed 
the  conflitution  was  fecure  with¬ 
out  the  prefent  bill,  argued  on  falfe 
principles.  No  period  occurred 
in  hiftory  more  detrimental  to  its 
vital  principles  than  the  prefent ; 
and  government  merited  applaufe 
and  gratitude  in  proportion  to  their 
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vigilance  and  adlivity.  ((  You  are 
now  at  war,”  faid  Mr.  Burke* 
“  with  an  enemy  who  has  waged 
war  with  your  coriftitution',  and 
who  has  been  but  too  fuccefsful  in 
eftabltfhing  among  you  a  dange¬ 
rous  domeflic  fadlion.”  After  a 
general  exclamation  of  No,  no,  no  ! 
Mr.  Burke  continued,  “  that  gen¬ 
tlemen  might  now  deny  the  affer- 
tion  ;  but,  faid  he,  at  a  future  pe¬ 
riod  I  will  name  them,  to  their 
confufion,  though  not  to  their 
fhame  !  And  if  it  were  a  houfe  as  it 
is  a  committee,  I  would,  perhaps, 
embrace  the  opportunity  of  com¬ 
municating  my  information  and 
fentiments  thereon.”  Mr.  Burke 
defended  the  bill  upon  the  ground 
of  the  necefiity  there  was  of  giving 
up  fome  advantages,  when  the  whole 
of  our  conflitution  and  property 
was  attacked,  in  order  to  enjoy  in 
future  the  pleafure  of  handing  down 
to  poflerity  the  blefiings  of  our  corr- 
ilitution  and  government.  Mr. 
Burke  complained  that  he  had  him- 
felf  been  denounced  in  France,  and 
read  a  paragraph  from  a  French 
newfpaper  charadterifing  him  as  a 
madman*  and  denominating  hirh 
“  the  Orefles  of  the  JSritifh  parlia¬ 
ment,  the  furious  Mr.  Burke.” 
Mr.  Burke  next  mentioned  the  do¬ 
miciliary  vifits  made  in  France  ;  and 
added,  that  any  internal  inconve¬ 
nience  which  might  refult  from 
granting  unufual  power  to  the 
miniflers  of  the  crown,  even  if 
badly  exercifed,  was  infinitely  pre¬ 
ferable  to  the  fituation  we  mull  be 
in  if  Duinourier  and  his  barbarians 
were  to  come  among  us,  and,  with 
an  appeal  to  the  fans  culottes ,  con¬ 
voke  primary  affemblies,  to  rob, 
and  at  the  fame  time  to  legiflate  for 
the  nation.  The  prefent  bill  was 
neither  contrary  to  reafon,  nor  re- 
pugi ant  to  law. 

Mr.  Sheridan  obferved,  that  as 

Mr. 
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Mr.  Burke  had  come  |ofomething 
like  a  pledge  that  he  would  name 
certain  petfons  of  a  factious  de- 
jjenption  at  fpme  ftttuce  day/r-f&I 
no  ft  clutllenge04i im 1  to.  namc  thofe 
perfons  ,  w hen  he ,  ;Tpd 

Mr.  Sheridan,  ^pifor  •  pitiful.-,  as 
thefe  obfervations  t §$$$[  foe  men  to 
make,  I  mu  ft  re  peat  0  to  that  right 

honourable  gentleman* fluff  l 
to  hear,  bis  lift  of  tf  a foies  and  his 
proofs,  but  theit;  let  me,  tell  him 
what  fqjj  ojf  proof  I  dull  require  of 
him.’h  fie  meant  not  to  he  fatii- 
fied  with  the  right  hqnotmahle  gen¬ 
tleman’s  .reiterating  his  charges 
vaguely,  or  even  with  his  naming 
any  particular  men,  and  calling 
them  traitors,  becanfe  all  knew 
the  facility  with  which  that  could 
be. done.  Nor  did  lie  mean  to  fay 
that  he  fhould  be  contented  with 
hearing  general  affertionk  of  our 
danger.  He  fnould  expedl  to  hear 
the  right  honourable  gentleman 
mention  the  names  of  the  confpira- 
tors,  and  what  they  were,  and  what 
meafures  they  had  taken  to  mani- 
feft  their  intentions,  and  confe- 
quently  to  juftify  him  with  loading 
them  with  the  black  appellation  of 
traitors.  He  ftiould  alfo  expect 
a  proof  of  the  neceffity  of  the  pre¬ 
fect  bill.  If  the  defenders  of.  it 
failed  in  this,  then  he  muft  declare 
them  calumniators  of  the  people,  of 
this  country.  As  to  the  ftate  of 
fedition  in  the  country,  he  believed 
there  was  one  editor  of  a  news¬ 
paper  who  had  been  frightened  by 
minifters,  and  had  run  away  ;  an 
attorney  was  under  profecution  on 
a  charge  for  which  he  had  given 
bail ;  and  a  bill-flicker  was  in  jail ! 
Thefe  were  the  mighty  proofs  of  the 
whole  country  being  in  a  ftate  of  in- 
furredtion !  Was  there  any  real  eaufe 
foralarm  when  the  dukeof  Richmond 
converted  the  Tower  into  a  fortrefs, 
and  gave  it  all  the  appearance  of  a 
place  preparing  to  hold  out  again  ft 
an  attack  \  If  there  was  no  infor¬ 


mation  of  a  deftgn  being  formed  for 
taking  it,  then  this  was  part  of  the 
fyilem  adopted  byqntnifters  for  a 
well  underftooel  pu-rpofc  ;  ^  they 
raifed  an  alarm  which  themfelves  did 
mi  believed*  The  intention  of  ei¬ 
ther  treafon  or  infurredtion  had  not 
been  proved.  If  any  perfon  caaA 
tied  a  .  concealed  dagger  ,  for  till 
purp.ofer.  of  affafiinatio it ,  he  was-&* 
me nable  to  the  law  ;<  but  if  he  only 
brought  itnW^tihi jhim  concealed, 
and  made  u  fe  of  it  for  the  ipurpofe 
of  heightening  the  effect  Man  ora¬ 
torical  attitude  in  the  delivery  of  a 
fublimc  fpceeh ,  he  certainly  waj 
not.  ■  As  to  the  vifiles :d§tdc$mkr£) 
as  pradtifed  in  France,  andojuiily 
com  plain ed .  of  by  M r. ;  Burke*/  it 
was  a  mcafure  liar  Hi  enough  5  but 
we  might  fee  fomething  of  1  tbia-- hi 
this  metropolis  thriving  wonderful¬ 
ly  under  the  aufpices  of  Mr,  Reeves, 
and  the  fociety  of  which  he  was  ft) 
worthy  a  p reiki ent ;  as  alfo  under 
Mr.  Luke  Idefon,  and  fir .  Jofeph 
*  Banks.  Thefe  gentlemen,  ihy  them- 
felves  and  agents,  particularly  the 
latter,  had  entered  into  a  great 
number  of  lioufes,  and  had  called 
upon  the  occupiers  of  them  to  give 
a  particular  account  of  their  in¬ 
mates,  the  fex,  the  age,  the  ffa- 
ture,  the  colour,  and  the  com¬ 
plexion*  „  - 

Mr*  Curwen  fupported  and  Mr* 
Ryder  objedled  to  the  poftponement 
of  the  preamble.  When  the  queftiou 
“  rhat  the  preamble  be  poftponed” 
was  negatived,  Mr.  Grey  moved  an 
amendment,  that  after  the  word 

whereas,'”  thefe  words  be  infert* 
ed,  “  Doubts  and  inconveniences 
having  arifen  on  the  conftrudlion 
of  the  25th  of  Edward  the  third; 
and  whereas  it  is  expedient  to  ob¬ 
viate  the  fame  in  future.;  and 
whereas  it  is  expedient  to  prevent 
afliftance  being  given  to  his  ma- 
jelly’s  enemies  during  the  prefent 
war,  be  it  enadled - 

According  to  a  requeft  of  Mr.  Fox, 

the 
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the  attorney  general  explained 
What  parts  of  the  bill  were  decla¬ 
ratory,  and  what  enaftive. 

Mr.  Fox  obferved,  that  the  claufe 
making,  it  treafon  ill  any  of  the  fub- 
jefts  of  the  king  to  fupply  the 
French  with  any  of  the  enumerated 
articles,  neceffarily  included  the 
people  of  Ireland,  who  were  cer¬ 
tainly  fubjefts  of  the  king  ;  and 
consequently  it  went  to  iegiflate 
for  Ireland,  by  making  that  treafon 
in  an  Irifliman,  by  an  Englifh  aft  of 
parliament,  which  was  not  treafon 

an  Irifh  aft. 

Mr.  Pitt  faid,  that  he  felt  this 
fobjeft  to  be  delicate,  but  he 
thought  he  might  venture  to  go  fo 
far  as  to  fay,  that  if  England  was 
to  make'an  aft  treafon  in  all  his 
majeity’s  fubjefts,  which  was  not 
fuch  by  any  law  of  Ireland,  if  fuch 
aft  was  done  in  Ireland  by  an  Irifh- 
man,  who  fliould  afterwards  come 
into  England,  he  might  be -tried 
and  executed  for  it.  In  like  man¬ 
ner,  if  the  parliament  of  Ireland 
■was  to  make  an  aft  treafon  in  all 
Ills  majehy’s  fubjefts,  which  was 
no  treafon  by  any  law  of  England, 
and  fhould  an  Englifhman  do  that 
aft  in  England,  and  go  afterwards 
to  Ireland,  he  might  be  there  ar¬ 
raigned  and  executed  for  it. 

Mr.  Fox  called  this  the  mod  ex¬ 
travagant  doftrine  he  had  ever 
heard :  he  put  the  cafe,  that  the 
Irifh  parliament  fhould  happen,  for 
the  purpofe  of  encouraging  tillage, 
to  give  a  bounty  on  the  exporta¬ 
tion  of  corn  generally  to  any  part 
of  the  world,  at  a  time  when  Eng¬ 
land  made  the  exportation  of  it 
to  France  or  to  her  allies,  treafon 
by  the  prefect  bill  ;  he  afkcd,  whe¬ 
ther  there  could  be  common  fenfe 
in  faying  that  an  Irifhman,  who, 
in  his  own  country,  would,'  in  that 
cafe,  be  entitled  to  a  bounty  for 
having  exported  corn,  fhould,  in 
cafe  he  ever  landed,  be  liable  to  be 
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hanged,  drawn,  and  quartered,,  fof 
the  very  aft  for  which  he  had  re¬ 
ceived  the  bounty  at  borne  ? 

Several  members  fpoke  upon  the 
cafe  when  applied  to  Ireland,  and 
lamented  that  fo  delicate  a  fubjeft 
fliould  have  been  difeuffed.  Mr. 
Sheridan  faid,  as  for  himfelf,  he 
was  fo  thoroughly  perfuaded  that 
the  two  nations  ought  to  aft  upon 
the  fame  principle,  that  hoflile  as 
he  was  to  the  prefent  bill,  and 
wifhing  moft  Sincerely  that  it  might 
never  pafs^  into  a  law  here;  yet, 
fliould  it  become  an  aft  of  the  Bri- 
tifh  parliament,  it  would  give  him 
very  great  concern  indeed,  if  it 
was  not  adopted  by  Ireland  ;  be- 
caufe  England  could  not  reap  the 
benefit  which  fhe  expefted  from 
it,  if  it  fhould  not  be  re-cnaft-  . 
ed  by  the  parliament  of  Ireland, 
The  good  fenfe  of  the  latter  would 
always  make  her  co-operate  with 
England  in  the  general  caufej  and 
there  could  not  be  good  policy  in 
forcing  upon  her,  by  a  fide  wind,  a, 
meafure  which  he  was  convinced 
fhe  would  be  forward  enough,  to 
adopt  of  her  own  accord. 

On  Tuefday  the  26th  of  March, 
the  hoiife  being  in  a  committee  on 
tne  ‘bill,  the  folicitor-general  faid, 
he  fhould  have  a  number  of  amend¬ 
ments  to  propofe  r.o  the  various 
claufes  ;  thefe  amendments  arofe 
from  the  fuggeflion  of  gentlemen 
who  had  taken  up  the  difeuffion  of 
the  bill  upon  former  occafions.  The 
firft  amendment  was  to  confine  the 
operations  of  the  bill  to  perfons  re- 
fiding  in  Great  Britain  :  he  then, 
explained  the  general  nature  of  the 
various  amendments,  and  fuggefted, 
that,  after  the  report,  the  whole 
might  be  printed. 

After  a  long  converfation  be¬ 
tween  ieveral  members,  refpeftingt 
he  day  upon  which  the  aft  fiiould 
akc  ■[■•ace,  it  was  agreed  that  th$- 
2Qtii  of  April  fhould  be  inierttft* 

•'  Mr, 
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'  "Mr*  Ermine  reprefented.  the  fir  ft 
ciaufe  as  contrary  to  all  the  princi¬ 
ples  of  the  law  of  treafon,  except 
-  in -the  fingle  in  (lance  of  imagining 
or  compaffing  the  king’s  death,  to 
take  the  agreement  or  intention  to 
do"  a  thing,  of  which  the  perfon 
agreeing  or  intending  might  re¬ 
pent  before  the  thing  was  done,  for 
the  adt  itfelf,  and  making  the  in¬ 
tent  as  criminal  as  the  deed;  whe¬ 
ther  the.  deed  was  perpetrated  or 
not.  On  this  a  long  debate  took 
place,  fupported  by  Mr.  Er  Heine, 
Mr.  Fox ,  Mr.  F ran c is,  Mr.  Adam , 
and  Mr.  Sheridan,  on  the  one  fide; 
by  the  attorney  and  folicitor  gene¬ 
rals,  Mr.  Pitt,  and  Mr.  Dundas, 
on  the  other. 

It  was  afterwards  underftood, 
that  the  folicitor  general  fhould 
propofe  certain  amendments,  which 
were  agreed  to,  pro  forma  ;  after 
Which  the  report  was  received. 

On  Thurfday  the  4th  of  April, 
the  houfe,  in  a  committee,  took 
rthe  feveral  amendments  into  consi¬ 
deration. 

'  ‘.The  folicitor-general  faid,  that 
he' had’ by  no  means  been  induced 
•to  give  up  the  other  prohibitions, 
from  any  idea  that  the  principle  of 
‘the  bill  did  not  apply  to  them,  but 
from  finding  that  various  difficulties 
occurred  as  to  the  execution  of 
-them.  *•  ''  1 

A-  farther  converfab’on  took  place, 
-after  which  the  amendment  as  to 
de'a^ing^’dut  all  the  prohibitions  in 
the  except  what  related  to 

tht  pnfcliafe,  &c.  of  lands  in' France, 
^ft'sV^greed  to. 

T;  A^oAg  ebrtverfation  tobk  place 
•beWtdfi  feVeml  of-  the  members '-on 
both  fides,  as  to  the  propriety  of 
•extending  the  pains  of  treafon;  to 
■5°f>reach  oftfhe  prohibitions  bbn- 
tain^d'  i'ii  the  Ciaufe,’  which  makes 
itT^afbrv’to  return  to/ this  ebuntry, 
'-llkving  purchafed  lands  in 
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The  ciaufe  which  went  to  pro¬ 
hibit  the  return  into  this  country, 
of  any  of  his  majefty’s  fubje&s 
without  leave,  being  read  for  the 
purpofe  of  negativing  the  ciaufe, 
Mr.  Whitbread,  jun.  faid,  he 
thought  this  ciaufe  fo  deteftable 
that,  even  in  its  death,  he  could  not 
help  taking  notice  of  its  charaSter. 
But  this  was  not  all,  he  wifhed  to 
afk  the  folicitor-general  a  queftion. 
The  reafons  aftigned  by  thofe  gen¬ 
tlemen  who  brought  in  the  bill  for 
negativing  this  ciaufe,  were,  that 
bis  majefty,  by  proclamation,  could 
order  what  was  neceiTary  for  the 
fafety  of  the  ftate.  He  wifhed  to 
know  of  the  folicitor-general,  whe¬ 
ther  the  king  was  empowered  by 
law  to  ifiue  any  proclamation  for¬ 
bidding  any  of  his  fubjedls  to  re¬ 
turn  to  this  country,  if  not  con- 
vi&ed  of  a  crime.  The  queftion. 
he  thought  neceiTary  to  be  deter¬ 
mined  before  the  ciaufe.  now  Be¬ 
fore  the  committee  was  negatived, 
becaufe  they  fhould  take  care,  upon 
that  negative,  not  to  give  an  ob¬ 
lique  fandlion  to  a  principle  of 
tyranny,  much  more  dangerous 
than  palling  the  ciaufe  itfelf. 

The  folicitor-general.  faid,  that 
with  refpedt  to  the  legal  point  to 
which  the  honourable  gentleman 
had  alluded,  certainly  his  majefty 
had  a  right  to  make  a  regulation 
upon  the  general  policy  of  this 
country.  1 

Mr.  Fox  reprobated  thefe  ex- 
preffions,  and  proceeded  to  refute 
the  principle  which  they  feemed  to 
fupf)6rt— If  the  king  had  the  right 
of  preventing  any  perron  from  re- 
burping  to  this  country,  under  the 
fpeciious  mafk  of  regulating  its  ge¬ 
neral  policy,  he  had  in  fatft  the 
power  of  expelling  from  his  native 
laud,  forever,  any  perfon  he  might 
think  proper.  He  knew  in  f'abfc 
the  king  had  no  fuch  power,  and 
therefore  it  was  that  ’he  rofe  to 

make 
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make  thefe  obfer'V'ations,  and  to 
defy  any  man  in  that  ho  life  to  prove 
that  the  king  of  England  had,  by 
law,  a  right  to  fay  to  aiiy  Tubjecft 
not  convicted  of  an  offence  againfl 
law, — “  You  fliall  not  return  to 
Great  Britain  without  a"  paffport 
from  me.”  ' 

After  a  few  words  from  Mr.1  Pitt, 
Mr.  Fox,  and^MrdYYlwiferdad^^tlvis 
claufe  was  neg&tfvWl  ^EFfte"  corm- 
*  mittee  adopted  federal  mother  altera¬ 
tions.  :  ■  r-.njjU  ;:"-rno..  -- 
.  -  irpir  Saturday  the  6th  of  -April, 
the  houfe  went  into  a  committee  on 
the  hiHgand  after  fome  convevfation 
between  Mr,  Fox,  Mr.  Adam,  Sir 
Adam  Fcrgufon,  and  the  folicitor- 
. general,  fcveriil  amendments  were 
made  in  the  lafl  claufe.  The  whole 
bill  then  paffed  the  committee. 

On  Monday  the  8th  of  April*  the 
folicitor  general  moved  an  amend¬ 
ment,  by  propofing  that  the  bill 
fhould  begin  to  operate  at  different 
periods,  in  different  parts  of  the 
world,  proportioned  to  their  diftance 
from  Great  Britain,  viz,  20th  of  A~ 
pril  as  to  Europe,  and  all  places  on 
this  fide  of  the  Cape  of  Good  Hope  ; 
and  the  20th  of  July,  for  all  pans 
of  the  world  beyond  the  Cape. 

Mr,  Ad*m  moved,  that  the  claufe 
whichv gave  the  crown  the  power  of 
bringing  the  accufed  under  this  a<ft , 
to  trial  in  the  county  where  the 
treafon  was  alleged  to  have  been 
committed,  or  in  the  county  of 
Middlefex,  the  words,  “  or  in  the 
County  of  Middlefex,”  fhould'  be 
omitted.  But  the  folicitor -general 
induced  Mr.  Adam  to  withdraw  his 
motion.  Mr.  Adam  then  moved 
for  leave  to  bring  up  a  claufe,  the 
object  of  which  was  to  extend  to 
peifons  who  fhould  he  tried  under 
this  ad,  the  indulgence  allowed  by 
the  7th  of  William  the  thirds  and 
7th  pf  qyeen  Anne,  to  perf-hns  ac¬ 
cufed  of  high  treafon  under  the 
25  th  of  Edwayd  the  third.  Mr. 


Adafn  :Xoft  his  motion  By  VihajOrity 

he’^th ydriApil,  upon  the 
bp  WlpMrij  Pig- 

gott  was  heard  at  the  bar,  as  couu- 
icl  for  certain  American  merchants 
'  or  agents,  againft  certain  claufe s  of 
ThrbM.-  \  f 

Cufwen  mentioned  that  he 
°had  meant' to  propofe  that  grain, 
the  produce  of  America,  fent  to 
this  country  for  orders  as  to  a 
proper  market,  fhould  be  allowed 
to  be"  difpofed  of  in  ..France  ;  and 
that  fubje&s  of  this  conhtry  fhould 
be  permitted  to  infure  American 
produce  to  this  country,  and  thence 
tQ  market;::1:1 1 3 ,Jv.  v  * •  '1 
Mr.  Fox  laid,  he  fhould  not  con¬ 
ceive  hrmfelf  to  be  doing  his  duty 
to  the  public,  by  fufferiilg  this  bill 
to  pafs  without  making  fome  ob- 
ieVvations.  It  was  a  bill  unjuft  in 
its  principle,  inadequate  in  its  pro- 
yifion,  and  tyrannical  in  its  effects ; 
one  for  which  there  was  nothing 
like  a  precedent  either  in  policy, 
juftice,  or  humanity.'  It  was  in¬ 
deed  faid  to  be  a  bill,;  the  principle 
of  which  was  to  prevent  aid  and 
comfort  Being  givCn  t&’his  maje  fry's 
enemies;  HO  faid  the  bill  had  ho 
fuch  principle--— ithad  that  for  its 
pretext’'  indeed, f  But  there  was"  ‘a 
material  difference  between  pretext 
and  principle,"  Here  Mr.  Ebx  tdok 
notice  of  the  nature  of  tjie  bj'Hgaa 
originally  brought  in  by1  the  attor¬ 
ney  general*  and  the  aftnoft  total 
difference  between  that  and  tire  on$ 
now  about  to  phfs  that 
"b’ne'jiow  ib  QuCftionli!  ho^eve^waf 
kfter  all,  in ‘tfie  point  of  policy 
alphe,  fuch1  as  this  country  would 

f  afji  lefs,  and  our  enemies  lyfe  lefs 
y,  than,  if  no;  fuch  mcaimc  ha<i 
beep  adopted!  But  it  Was  not  upon 
policy  only  that  thus  bill  was  to  bt 
confidered;  great  as  that  confi^eai* 
tion  ought  to  boi  there  were  other 
Confiderations  that  were  ftill  of  a 
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higher  naturcr-he  meant]  aftice  and 
'humanity — thefe  were  of  more  im¬ 
portance,  becaufe  they  regarded 
the  character  of  the  country  in  its 
mod  valuable  fenfe.  It  would  be 
impoffible  to  know,  by  the.perufai 
of  the  bill,  what  was  declaratory 
arid  what  was  enaclmg  ;  and  as,,  by 
part  of  this  bill,  cloth  was  not- pro¬ 
hibited  now,  although  it  was  fo 
when  the  bill  came  in,  what  would 
be  the  le'fult  of  this  ?  Why,  that 
as  nothing  was  faid  of  cloth  in  it, 
and  as  the  declaratory  was  not  dif- 
tinguifhed  from  the  enabling  part, 
no  man  could  know  whether,  in 
fending  cloth,  he  would  or  would, 
not  be  liable  to  the  penalties  of  the 
2  5th  of  Edward  the  third.  In  what 
a  fituation  were  the  poor  people  of 
this  country  to  be  in  (for  poor  peo¬ 
ple  they  might  well  be  called,  if 
Ihbje&ed  to  fuch  a  bill),  to  have  a 
law  of  treafon  without  having  a 
poflibility  of  knowing  the  operation  ! 
If  the  bill  did  not  operate  to  prb- 
hibit  the  fale  *of  cloth  by  the  fub- 
jedls  of  this  country,  and  fome 
ihould  fear  it  did,  and  therefore 
they  fliould  fuffer  themfelvep  to  be 
ruined  in  their  fortune  rather  , than 
"rifle  their  lives,  they  fuffertd  a  great 
^trarddrip.  If,  on  the  other  hand, 
fome  perfims  thought  that  as  the 
bill  fpecilied  certain  articles,  the 
faleA  of^whrph,  it  prohibited,  they 
,migh|  fgCely  fell  thofe  that  were 
^nofffpecifi.ed  at  aor  and  afterwards 
ht  ffiould  turn  duty  that  this  blit. did 
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were  piahy  of  them  to  4yH(ch 
jgj^whh.  had  the  leaft  feeling 


for  his  fellow-creatures  could  agree  ; 
one  in  particular,  which  turned 
upon  the  meaning  of  the  word  agree  t 
or  rather. the  conftrucfion  upon  it. 
There  was  an  a£!  of  parliament  foi* 
preventing  frauds  by  .verbal  agi ce¬ 
ments,  providing  that.no  man  fhould 
be  bound  by  any  evidence  given  of 
his  having  entered  into  any  verbal 
agreement,  if  the  fum  amounted  to 
more  than  ten  pounds  ;  and  the 
principle  of  that  bill  was,  that 
upon  all  converfation  and  verbal 
communication  there  was  an  open¬ 
ing  for  the  commiflion  of  perjury  ; 
but,  by  the  prefent  bill,  all  ideas  of 
juftice  and  humanity  were  aban¬ 
doned,  and  evidence,  which  in  a 
civil  cafe  would  not  a  fled!  a  man;s> 
purfe  to  the  amount  of  ten  pounds, 
were  here  to  take  away  his  life ! 
This  would  put  any  man  in  the 
power  of  malice,  and  lead'  to  hiber¬ 
nation  of  perjury.  Mr.  Fox  then 
adverted  to  the  arguments  again  ft 
the  bill  adduced  in  its  early  ftages, 
and  concluded  with  giving  the  mo¬ 
tion  his  decided  negative. 

Mr.  Burke  defended  the  bill,  and 
referred  to  a  lenience  from  the  Lex 
‘Julia  Majtjlatis ,  in  order  to  {hew 
that  all  nations  agreed  in  the  prin¬ 
ciple,  that  lie  wheraided  the  enemy 
was  guilty  of  high  treafon.  He 
next  endeavoured  to  overturn  the 
arguments  of  Mr.  Fox,  drawn  from 
the  ftatute  of  frauds  and  perjuries. 
Mr.  Lambton  and  Mr.  Courtenay 
(poke  againft  the  bill.  Ford  Car- 
hampton  made  a  few  obfervations 
in,jts  favour,  and  took  notice  how 
far  jt  related  to  Ireland.  T'lie  houfe 
divided  for  the  Till  154,  againft  it 

have  given,  at  a  conft- 
derable  length,  ;th.e  arguments  made 
gife  of.  for  and  againft .  this  bill  in  the 
Jwm(e;o(- commonsT  In  the  houfe 
of  lordsrthe  argum&tsuwete  too  fi> 
tftofe.  already  giveb,  to 
yequire^a  prolix:  detail;*^  }.o 
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On  Monday  the  15th  of  April, 
the  order  of  the  day  for  the  lecond 
reading  of  this  bill  being  read, 

Lord  Grenville  rofe,  and  confined 
his  obfervations  to  the  general  out¬ 
line  of  its  principle,  Which  went  to 
prevent  the  enemy,  during  the  war, 
from  being  fupplied  by  fubjeds-  of 
this  country,  in  the  way  of  com¬ 
merce,  with  any  articles  ufeful  and 
important  to  them  in  carrying  on 
the  war  again  ft  ns,  or  from  deriving 
any  refources,  through  the  medium 
of  this  country,  which,  might  afford 
them  the  means  of  profecuting  the 
war.  Part  of  the  bill  was  only  de¬ 
claratory.  The  crime  of  treafon 
had  ever  been  reckoned,  in  all  eoitn- 
‘  tries, to  be  paramount  to  every  other, 
and  the  reafon  of  this  was  obvious  ; 
beeaufe,  as  it  is  a  firft  and  fundamen¬ 
tal  principle  of  all  criminal  law, 
that  crimes  ought  „to  be  punifhed, 
not  ih  proportion  to  the  degree  of 
moral  turpitude,  but  as  they  affed 
the  interefts  of  fociety  ;  fo  that 
crime  mull  be  above  all  others  the 
moft  dangerous,  which,  inftead  of 
attacking  the  property  or  fecurity 
of  any  private  individual,  goes  to 
the  total  overthrow  and  diffolution 
of  the  whole  fociety,  and  of  its 
eftablifhed  government.  His  lord- 
fhip  then  ftated  the  law  of  treafon 
in  this  country  in  the  fame  manner 
as  had  been  done  in  the  lower  houfe, 
and  concluded  with  afier'ting,  that 
he  fhould  fupport  the  bill. 

The  earl  of  Guilford  fpoke  againft 
the  bill,  called  it  an  inlet  to  perju¬ 
ry,  and  entreated  their  lordfbips  in 
the  moft  earned  manner. to  rejed  it. 
The  duke  of  Norfolk  could  not  fee 
greater  danger  in  this  war  than  in 
former  wars  in  which  this  country- 
had  been’ engaged  with  France'; 
and  he  faw,  therefore,  no  occafion 
for  any  extenfion  of  the  treafon 
laws. 

The  marquis  of  Lanfdowne.  fat’d,, 
the  prefent  bill  was  not  adapted  to 


the  defirable  purpofe  of  putting  an 
end  to  the  prefent  ruinous  war. 
He  maintained  that  the  whole  prin¬ 
ciple  of  the  infurance  claufe  was 
repugnant  to  the  commercial  inte¬ 
refts  of  this  country,  beeaufe  other 
nations  would  tSke  that  bufinefs  up 
as  we  abandoned  it,  and  the  large 
profits  which  our  merchants  had 
been  accuftomed  to  make,  would  in 
all  probability  be  loft  to  us  for  ever. 
By  the  prefent  meafure  he  was  fu.re 
emigrations  would  take  place  ;  he 
had  reafon  to  khow  many  had  al¬ 
ready  been  meditated.  Had  their 
lordfhips  any  idea  of  the  effed  of 
thefe  emigrations,  and  of  the  pro- 
grefs  of  America  by  thofe  means  ? 
He  faid  he  fhould  do  all  in  his 
power  to  bring  this  war  to  a  con- 
clufion  on  our  part,  and  fhould  ne¬ 
ver  countenance  a  meafure  that 
tended  to  prolong  it,  as  it  was  a 
war  that  only  tended  to  heap  cala¬ 
mity  on  calamity. 

Lord  Lauderdale  complimented 
the  noble  marquis  upon  the  able 
manner  in  which  he  had  difeuffed 
this  pernicious  bill.  He  warned 
the  houfe  of  the  danger  of  affedlirig 
contempt  for :  thofe  who  exercife 
the  government  of  France.  He  re¬ 
membered  very  well,  when,  in  ano¬ 
ther  houfe  of  parliament,  a  great 
affeded  conterript  was  thrown  upon 
thofe  who  were  then  called  Flan- 
cock  and  his  crew  ;  but  that  doc¬ 
trine  coll  this-  country  much  trea- 
fure,  the  effed  of  which  we  feel 
pretty  feverdy  at  this  moment.  He 
maintained  the -injuftice,  inefficacy,' 
and  the  impolicy  of  the  whole  bill, 
and  the  tyrannical  nature  of  feveral 
of  the  claufesrn  particular. 

The  earl  of  Darn  l  et,  lord  Port- 
chefter,  and  lord  Hawkefbury  fup- 
ported  the  bill.  ‘ 

The  duke  of  Portland  faid,  he 
fhould  rrot  oppofe  the  commitment 
of  the  bill  ;  but  he  difapproved  of 
making  the  agreeing  to  do  certain 
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l&s  equally  criminal  with  the  a£ts. 
:hemfelves.  He  would  fupport  the 
ivar  hecaufe  he  thought  it  juft  and 
leceffary. 

The  next  day,  upon  the  houfe 
^oing  into  a  committee  on  the  bill, 
ord  Thurlow  faid,  .  he  agreed  with 
ill  that  had  been  laid  as  to  the  ne- 
:efuty  of  profecuting  the  war  with 
/igour,  but  he  thought  the  framers 
Df  the  preferit  bill  had  not  fuffi- 
:iently  adhered  to  fimplicity  and 
precifion.  The  hrft  claufe  of  the 
Dill  appeared  to  him  to  be  all  that 
vas  neeeflary,  and  he  objedfed  to 
t  in  its  preferit  form,  as  much  too 
ong  and  too  intricate  ;  at  any  rate, 
he  addition  of  the  words  “  know¬ 
ingly  and  wilfully”  in  feveral  parts 
>f  the  clanfes  where  they  were  omit- 
:ed,  would  be  indifpenfably  necef- 
ary.  He  denied  that  words  could 
De  an  Overt  a£l  of  treafon  under 
he  latter  claufes  of  the  adt  of  Ed¬ 
vard  the  third. 

Upon  the  third  reading  of  the 
Dill  on  the  2 2d  of  April,  earl  Stan- 
lope  propofed  a  claufe,  the  pur¬ 
port,  of  which  was*  to  provide  that 
iothing  in  the  prefent  bill  ftiould 
extend  to  any  money  in  the  funds, 
)r  the  payment  oft  its  intereft,  or 
o  any  debt  lawfully  incurred  before 
;he  palling  of  the  adt,  belonging 
o  any  perfon  redding  in  France, 
Hie  qu  eftion  being  put*  the  claufe 
Vas  rejeded. 

The  duke  of  Leeds  defended  the 
trinciple  of  the  bill,  becaufe  he 
hought  it  founded  on  urgent  ne- 
eflity  ;  he  faid  he  could  not  fee 
rhat  mifchief  could  arife  from  it, 


as  it  only  went  to  prohibit  the  fub- 
jedls  of  this  country  from  lending 
any  affiftance  to  the  French  during 
the  continuance  of  the  prefent  war. 

The  lord  chancellor  faid,  there 
was  nothing  in  the  bill  which  made 
words  fpoken  treafon  ;  he  defended 
it  on  the  fame  ground  with  his  col¬ 
leagues. 

The  queftion  was  put,  and  the 
houfe  divided — Contents  (including 
ii  proxies)  62 — Not  Contents  7* 

Their  lordlhips  made  feveral 
amendments  to  the  bill,  which  was 
returned  to  the  commons  for  their 
approbation.  On  the  ill  of  May, 
that  houfe  went  through  thofe  a- 
mendments,  and  ordered  a  melfage 
to  the  lords  to  inform  them,-  that 
they  had  agreed  to  their  lordlhips* 
alterations  with  fome  amendments. 

While  the  traitorous  correfpond- 
enCe  bill  was  in  agitation,  a  moll 
liberal  and  humane  propofal  was 
made  to  lord  Grenville  by  the 
French  miniftry,  for  putting  an  end 
to  the  calamities  of  war  by  amica¬ 
ble  negotiation  ;  and  a  paffport  was 
even  demanded  for  M.  Maret,  who 
was  to  be  inverted  with  full  powers 
to  treat.  The  letter^  from  M.  Le 
Rrun  were  brought  over  by  an 
Englifh  gentleman,  with  proper 
atteftations  of  their  authenticity, 
and  by  him  delivered  to  the  noble 
fecretary.  Why  no  notice  was 
taken  of  this  application  has  never 
been  explained  ;  but  a  puerile  arro¬ 
gance  and  childilh  vanity  appear 
unhappily  in  every  inftance  to  have 
chara&erifed  the  proceedings  of 
this  voum  adminiftration*. 

About 


*  The -follbwing  letters  were  delivered  to  lord  Grenville  (No.  X.  and  No.  II.)  on 
riday  the  26th  of  April  1793,  by  Mr.  john  Salter  of  Poplar,  at  his  lordfliip’s  office, 
Whitehall,  on  his  lordlhip’s  requisition,  after  having  perufed  Mr.  Sailer’s  authority  : 

.NUMBER  I. 

tl  My  lord,  -  - 

“  The  French  republic  being  defirous  to  terminate  all  it's  differences  with  Great  Bri- 
tin,.  and  to  end  a  war  which,  by  the  manner  it  is  olhenvife  likely  to  rage,  cannot  fail 
»  bring  miferies  dreadful  to  humanity  on  both  nations;  1  have  the  honour  to  demand 
1  your  lordfhip,  as  minifter  of  his  Britannic  majely,  a  pafffport  and  fafe  conduct  for  a 
erfon  polldfed  with  full  power  to  repair  to  London  lor  that  purpofc, 

*793-  *  H 


“  Mr. 
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About  this  period  the  frequency 
of  bankruptcies  in  London  and  the 
principal  trading  towns  in  England 
had,  as  was  already  intimated, 
caufed  almoft  a  general  ftagnation 
of  commercial  credit.  To  apply  a 
remedy  to  this  alarming  evil,  feveral 
of  the  principal  traders  and  mer¬ 
chants  waited  upon  the  chancellor 
of  the  exchequer*  who  promifed 
them  every  affiftance  in  his  power. 
A  feledt  committee  of  the  houfe  of 
commons  was  accordingly  appoint¬ 
ed,  to  take  the  evidence  and  opinion 
of  commercial  gentlemen  upon  this 
fubjedt. 

On  Monday  the  29th  of  Aprils 


the  report  of  this  feledf  conl'mitto? 
was  brought  up  by  Mr.  chancellor 
Pitt.  It  detailed  the  information 
given  by  different  gentlemen  who 
attended  the  committee  for  that 
purpofe ;  all  agreeing  that  fome 
fpeedy  means  fhould  be  devifed  to 
fupport  the  general  commercial  cre¬ 
dit  of  the  country  by  public  aid. 
It  ffated  that  it  w'ouldbe  l^eceffary* 
for  that  purpofe,  to  iffue  exchequer 
bills  for  five  millions,  at  an  intereff 
of  two-pence  halfpenny  per  cent, 
per  day,  See.  Sec.  The  report,  of 
which  the  following  is  an  abffraft^ 
was  read  from  the  table. 

The 


i(  Mr.  John  Salter,  notary  public  in  London,  will  deliver  this  to  your  lordfhip,  and,  or 
the  condition  of  its  being  reqtiifite,  another  letter,  containing  the  name  of  the  perfon  wht 
lyill  have  the  confidence  of  his  nation. 

u  I  have  the  honour  to  be,  my  lord,  / 

.  “  Your  lordfhip’s  obedient  humble  fervant, 

u  The  minifter  for  foreign  affairs, 

te  Paris,  April  2,  1793*  LE  BRUNYr 

£<  Second  year  of  the  French- Republic. 

“  To  his  excellency  lord  Grenville. ’* 


NUMBER  H. 

tc  My  lord, 

(t  Agreeable  to  the  intimation  given  in  my  firft  letter,  and  which  has  for  itsoBjedl  th 
reftoration  of  peace,  I  have  the  honour  to  inform  your  lordfhip  that  Mr.  Maret.  will  b 
deputed  to  give  to  our  nation  that  clefirable  event, 

((  1  need  not  remind  your  lordfhip  that  it  will  be  neceffary  to  attach  to  him  three  pet 
fons,  as  his  fecretary,  valet  de  chambre,  and  a  courier :  but  I  claim  of  your  lordfhip  th 
neceffary  protection  tor  them. 

“  I  have  the  honour  to  be,  my  lord. 

Your  lordlhip’s  moil:  obedient  humble  fervant, 

“  The  minifter  for  foreign  affairs, 

lt  Paris,  April  2,  1793.  “  LE  BRUN. 

**  To  his  excellency  lo-id-Grenville.” 


Copy  of  the  Minifter’s  letter  to  Mr.  Salter. 

il  Sir, 

“  You  will  deliver  to  his  excellency  lord  Grenville,  minifter  and  fecretary  of  ftate 
his  Britannic  majefty  for  foreign  affairs,  the  inclofed  letter.  No.  I.  and  if  his  lordfh 
demands  it,  alfo  the  inclofed  letter,  No.  II.  on  behalf  of  the  French  Republic. 

u  I  am,  with  confidcration,  fir. 

Your  very  humble  and  obedient  fi  rvaht, 

“  The  minifter  for  foreign  affairs, 

*c  Paris,  April  2,  1793-;.  LE  BRUN*. 

<r  Second  year  of  the  French  Republic. 

M.  “  To  Mr.  Salter,  Poplar,  London.” 


And  I  do  atteft  the  truth’ of  the  before-mc'ptioned  cop'es  of  letters,  N*o.  I.  and  Noj  1 
as  alfo  the  letter  to  Mr.  Salter,  to  have  been  ligned  by  Mr.  Le  Brun,  minifter  for  forei 
affairs  in  France,  in  my  prefence  ;  to  have  received  the  letters  fo  delivered  to  lord  Gre 
ville  (as  alfo  copies  of  the  fame)  from  the  faid  minifter,  and  to  have  delivered  the  lai 
into  the  hands  of  Mr.  Salter;  and  I  do  hereby  authorife  and  defire  the  publicati 

i*lcreof-  JAMES  MATTHEWS 

“  Biggin  Houfe,  Surry,  M»y*i,  1703.” 
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The  chancellor  of  the  exche¬ 
quer  laid  before  the  committee  a 
aper  which  had  been  delivered  to 
im  on  the  23d  inftant,  by  the  lord 
mayor  and  Mr.  Bofanquet  ;  which 
is  inferted  in  the  appendix  to  this 
report.  He  alfo  dated  to  the  com¬ 
mittee  the  circumftances  which  had 
led  to  this  paper  being  drawn  up  : 
That  he  had  received  reprefenta- 
tions  from  many  different  quarters, 
which  induced  him  to  believe  that 
the  failures  which  had  taken  place, 
had  begun  by  a  run  on  thofe  houfes 
who  had  iffued  circulating  paper, 
without  being  pofleffed  of  fufficient 
capital ;  but  that  the  confequences 
had  foon  extended  themfelves  fo  far 
as  to  affect  many  houfes  of  great 
folidity,  and  pofleffed  of  funds  ulti¬ 
mately  much  more  than  fufficient  to 
anfwer  all  demands  upon  them  ;  but 
which  had  not  the  means  of  con¬ 
verting  thofe  funds  into  money  or 
negotiable  fecurities  in  time  to  meet 
the  preffure  of  the  mordent — That 
^he  hidden  difcredit  of  a  confider- 
hble  quantity  of  paper,  which  had 
been  iffued  by  different  banks,  in 
itfelf  produced  a  deficiency  of  the 
circulating  medium,  which  in  the 
Ordinary  courfe  of  things  could  not 
be  immediately  replaced  ;  and  that 
this  deficiency  occafioned  material 
inconvenience  in  mercantile  tranf- 
aCtions— - That  in  addition  to  this 
immediate  effedl,  thefe  circum¬ 
stances  alfo  were  reprefented  to  have 
induced  bankers  and  others  to  keep 
in  their  hands  a  greater  quantity  of 
money  than  they  thought  neceffary 
in  the  ufual  train  of  bufiriefs,  and 
that  large  fums  were  thus  kept  out 
°f  circulation^  and  great  difficulty 
arofe  in  procuring  the  ufual  advances 
Sn  bills  of  exchange,  particularly 
thofe  of  a  long  date — That  many 
perfons  were  laid  to  be  pofleffed 
large  flocks  of  goods  which  they 
tould  not  at  prefect  diipofe  of,  and 
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on  the  credit  of  which  they  could 
not  raife  money — That  this  occa¬ 
sioned  an  interruption  of  the  ufual 
orders  to  manufacturers ;  which 
eircumftance,  together  with  the  in¬ 
terruption  of  the  means  by  which 
they  were  enabled  to  make  their 
weekly  payments,  tended  to  prevent 
the  employment  of  a  number  of 
perfons  engaged  iri  different  manu¬ 
factures-— That  thefe  evils  were  re¬ 
prefented  as  likely  rapidly  to  in- 
creafe  to  a  very  ferious  extent,  if 
fome  extraordinary  means  were  not 
adopted  to  reftore  credit  and  cir¬ 
culation — That  in  coiifequence  of 
thefe  reprefentations  he  had  defired 
a  meeting  of  different  gentlemen, 
in  order  to  obtain  the  belt  informa¬ 
tion  in  his  power,  refpeCting  the 
extent  of  the  evil,  and  the  pofiibi- 
lity  and  propriety  of  any  meafure 
to  remedy  it— That&ftCr  miichdif- 
cuffioni  all  the  gentlemen  prefent 
Teemed  to  agree  in  a  very  ftrong 
opinion  of  the  extent  of  the  evil, 
though  many  objections  at  firff  oc¬ 
curred  to  any  plan  for  remedying  it 
—■^That  in  the  refuit  it  was  agreed 
to  defire  the  gentlemen  whofe  names 
were  mentioned  in  the  paper  now 
delivered,  to.  meet  the  next  day  at 
the  Manfion-houfe,  toconfider  more 
particularly  the  propofal  for  the  if- 
fue  of  exchequer  bills,  to  a  certain 
•  amount,  to  be  advanced  under  pro¬ 
per  regulations,  for  the  accommo¬ 
dation  of  fuch  perfons  as  might  ap¬ 
ply  for  the  fame,  and  likewife  the 
objections  to  which  fuch  a  propofal 
might  be  liable — and  that  the  pa¬ 
per  which  he  had  laid  before  the 
committee,  contained  the  opinion 
of  the  iecond  meetinsf, 

<£  The  chancellor  of  the  exche¬ 
quer  alfo  gave  an  account  to  the 
committee  of  an  application  that 
had  come  within  his'knowledge  for 
the  accommodation  and  iupport  of 
a  houfe  connected  with  a  very  im- 
H  .2  portast 
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pbrtant  manufacturing  diftriCt. — 
That  the  fum  wanted  for  the  fup- 
port  and  accommodation  of  this 
houfe  was  comparatively  fmalj,  and 
the  fecurity  propofed*  as  he  had 
imderftood  from  good  authority, 
was  admitted  to  be  unquestionable  j 
but  that  the  application  had  hither¬ 
to  been  ineffectual. 

“  The  lord  mayor  informed  the 
committee,  that,  in  conformity  to 
the  Statement  mentioned  by  the 
chancellor  of  the  exchequer,  eleven 
gentlemen  met  at  the  Manfion- 
houfe  on  the  23d,  fele&ed  princi¬ 
pally  from  that  part  of  the  preced¬ 
ing  meeting,  who  had  expreffed  the 
greateft  difficulties  in  finding  out  a 
remedy  ;  and  after  a  long  difcuffion 
upon  the  fubjeCt,  they  unanimoufly 
were  of  opinion,  that  the  interpofi- 
tion  of  parliament  was  necefiary  ; 
and  that  an  iffue  of  exchequer  bills, 
under  certain  regulations  and  ftipu- 
lations,  was  the  bell  practicable  re¬ 
medy. 

“  Your  committee  alfo  received 
information  from  Mr.  Thornton, 
Mr.  alderman  Anderfon,  and  Mr. 
Chifwell,  members  of  this  commit  - 
tee,  with  refpeCt  to  in  fiances  which 
had  fallen  under  their  perfonal  ob- 
fervation,  to  the  following  effeCt  : 

“  Mr.  Thornton  reprefented, 
that  he  was  at  this  time  acquainted 
with  the  fituation  of  five  or  fix 
mercantile  houfes,  who  were  in  the 
pofieffipn  of  large  quantities  of 
goods,  the  produce  of  which  would 
give  them  effectual  relief ;  but  that 
owing  to  the  ftagnation  of  trade, 
and  the  impoffibility  of  converting 
thefe  goods  into  money,  the  houfes 
in  queftion  were  under  very  great 
apprehenfion  of  being  Shortly  oblig¬ 
ed  to  ftop  payment. 

“  He  informed  the  committee, 
that  he  was  lately  appointed  a  truf- 
tee  forjiquidating  the  concerns  of  a 
houfe  in  London,  with  extenfive 
connections  in  the  country,  that 


had  been  obliged  to  fufpend  its  pay-* 
ments.  That  after  the  intervention 
of  about  three  weeks,  it  had  been 
enabled  to  pay  its  acceptances,  artd 
within  twelve  months  would  dif- 
charge  all  its  debts  ;  and  that  the 
partners  had  a  reasonable  expecta¬ 
tion  of  retaining  a  furplus  of 
ioojoool.  And  if  they  had  had 
the  opportunity  of  railing  only  2t 
moderate  fum  of  money  on  the  fe- 
curities  which  they  held,  the  cala¬ 
mity  that  befei  them,  and  their  con¬ 
nections,  might  have  been  avert- 1 
ed. 

“  Mr.  alderman  Anderfon  in¬ 
formed  the  committee,  that  it  had 
fallen  under  his  own.  perfonal  know¬ 
ledge,  that  feven  mercantile  houfes 
of  known  and  undoubted  property, 
and  with  a  large  quantity  of  goods 
on  hand,  now  not  faleable,  arc 
brought  to  very  great  diftrefs  from 
the  fcarcity  of  money,  and  will  not 
be  able  to  make  good  their  pay¬ 
ments  if  not  affifted  ;  which  would 
prove  of  veryvferious  confequence 
to  many  other  merchants  and  ma¬ 
nufacturers,  to  whom  they  Hand  in¬ 
debted.  ,  _ 

“  Mr.  Chifwell  ftated,  that  the 
prefent  mercantile  diffrefs  arofe 
from  an  alarming  ftagnation  of  cre¬ 
dit,  which  to  his  knowledge  had  re¬ 
duced  eight  houfes  of  known  and: 
large  property  to  ftop  their  pay¬ 
ments.  That  he  alfo  knew  others) 
of  the  fame  defcription,  who  have 
had  temporary  affiftance  from  him 
and  others,  but  which  will  be  in¬ 
effectual,  if  they  are  not  farther  re¬ 
lieved  in  a  lhort  time.  He  alfo) 
ftated,  that  various  applications  had  | 
been  made  to  him  from  different i 
houfes  of  undoubted  and  very  con-: 
fiderable  capitals,  which  in  ordinary; 
times,  or  even  in  times  of  preffure,! 
he  would  have  affifted  ;  and  that  he 
is  now  only  withheld  by  the  uncer-! 
tainty  to  what  extent  tfye  mifchi?f 
may  increafe  from  the  prefent  un¬ 
exampled 
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sampled  general  alarm  and  want 
f  credit.  He  alfo  farther  ftated, 
hat  ifthofe  houfes  were  not  affifted, 
he  confequence  would  be  the  im- 
lediate  failure  of  many  others  of 
ood  credit  and  fortune  dependant 
n  £hem. 

“  Your  committee  understanding 
hat  Mr.  Gilbert  Innes,  a  director 
f  the  royal  bank  of  Scotland,  was 
t  prefent  in  London,  defired  his 
ttendance,  and  received  informa- 
ion  from  him  to  the  following  ef- 
;Ct : 

“  That  as  a  direCtor  of  the  royal 
ank  of  Scotland,  he  has  had  many 
ccafions  to  judge  of  the  prefent 
ate  of  commercial  credit  in  Scot- 
ind. 

“  That  the  country  is  in  very 
reat  diftrefs  ;  and  the  two  char¬ 
ged  banks  will  not  be  able  much 
>nger,with  prudence  to  themfelves, 
)  furnifh  the  accommodation  and 
ipport  neceffary  to  different  mer- 
intile  and  manufacturing  houfes, 

!>r  to  the  country  banks ;  and  if 
mething  is  not  immediately  done 
r  government,  a  very  general  fail- 
e  may  be  expeCted ;  and  that 
tany  houfes  with  undoubted  effeCts, 
id  who  would  ultimately  pay  all 
emands  againft  them,  will  be  in- 
ilved,  unleis  they  can  obtain  a 
anporary  relief. 

“  There  have  been  feveral  failures, 
id  a  very  confiderable  one  lately. 
Inch  is  connected  with  manufac- 
lrers  who  may  ultimately  be  in- 
ilved,  and  where  feven  or  eight 
undred  perfoins  are  now  employ- 

“  The  effeCt  -of  thefe  failures  in 
is  opinion  muft  occafion  many  ma- 
ufaCturers  to  be  thrown  out  of 
nployment ;  and  he  has  heard 
•me  were  already  difmiffed :  and 

.  J 

ich  is  the  preffure  of  the  times,  that 
ie  diftrefs  if  not  ruin  of  feveral 
rincipal  manufacturing  houfes  may 
tfup.  Many  manufacturers  would 


HISTORY.  20  x 

have  been  difmiffed,  but  for  the  li¬ 
beral  fupport  their  employers  have 
received  from  the  royal  bank  ;  but 
thatafliftance  cannot  withoutimpru- 
dence  be  continued  without  .e^trar 
ordinary  aid. 

This  profpeCt  of  diftrefs  to  the 
manufacturers  in  his  opinion  arifes, 
not  fo  much  from  a  failure  of  the 
ufual  markets  for  the  goods,  as  from 
the  difficulty  in  difcounting  in  Lon¬ 
don  and  in  Scotland  the  long  dated 
bills  received  for  the  goods. 

“  Great  quantities  of  manufac¬ 
tured  goods  belonging  to  manufac¬ 
turers  in  Scotland  are  now  in  Lon¬ 
don,  for  which,  when  fold,  bills  are 
granted  for  a  fmall  part  at  three 
months,  and  the  remainder  from, 
fix  to  fourteen  months,  the  greateft: 
part  of  which  goods  have  been  for¬ 
merly  fold  for  long-dated  bills, 
but  are  not  fo  now'  from  the  diffi¬ 
culty  of  obtaining  difcounts  ;  and 
he  has  heard  manufacturers  fay  they 
w?ere  walling  to  fell  their  goods  with 
a  conftderabie  lofs  to  obtain  relief, 
by  fales,  for  ready  money. 

u  Manufacturers  frequently  bor¬ 
row  money  for  the  purpofes  of  their 
trade  on  perfonal  bonds;  great  part 
of  that  money  has  been  called  for 
at  Whitfunday  next  (15th  May) .j 
and  from  the  Hate  of  credit  m 
Scotland,  he  has  reafon  to  think 
the  manufacturers  will  not  be  able 
to  anfWer  thefe  demands  by  borrow¬ 
ing  on  the  former  fecurities. 

“  The  manufacturers  keep  as 
little  ftock  in  their  warehouses  as 
they  can  ;  arfd  as  faftiion  varies  he 
fhould  think  the  mercantile  intereft: 
would  be  more  benelited  by  depoiit* 
ing  the  raw  materials  on  pledge, 
than  the  manufacturer,  who  how¬ 
ever  might  indireCtly  be  benefited 
by  the  advance. 

“  He  certainly  thinks  that  paper 
iffued  by  government  fecurity,  and 
advanced  upon  the  depofit  of  goods, 
or  other  unqueftionable  private  fe- 
H  3  "  curitya 
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curity,  would,  when  properly  un- 
derftood,  be  a  material  relief  in  the 
prefent  diftrefs  of  Scotland  ;  and  he 
lias  no  doubt  feveral  perfons  might 
be  found  to  concur  in  giving  a  joint 
fecurity  for  the  fupport  of  copart - 
nerfliips,  with  perfect  fafety  to  the 
public. 

“  He  believes  "the  quantity  of 
paper  circulated  by  the  country 
banks  has  of  late  been  confiderably 
diminithed,  and  their  difcounts  on 
bills  of  exchange  greatly  fo  fince 
thefe  troubles  began.  With  regard 
to  the  royal  bank,  the  circulation  is 
nearly  the  fame,  and  the  aftjftance 
given  to  the  country  greatly  fupe- 
rior  to  what  it  has  given  at  any  for¬ 
mer  period. 

u  In  addition  to  thefe  ftatements, 
your  committee,  when  they  were  on 
the  point  of  concluding  their  report, 
had  the  opportunity  of  receiving 
farther  information  from  Mr.  Mac- 
dowall,  a  member  of  this  houfe, 
who  ftated  that  he  is  reprefentative 
in  parliament  for  the  city  of  Glaf- 
gow,  from  whence  he  had  this  morn¬ 
ing  returned,  and  that  he  had  there 
found  all  the  commercialhoufes  and 
manufacturers  in  the  greateft  dif¬ 
trefs,  from  the  late  ftagnation  of 
commercial  credit,  and  total  want 
of  private  confidence, 

**  The  prefent  diflrefs  does  not 
appear  to  him  to  arife  from  a  want 
of  property  or  funds,  but  from  the 
flop  which  has  been  lately  put  to 
difcounting  bills  at  any  of  the  Glaf- 
gow,  Paifley,  or  Greenock  banks, 
who  have  not  for  fome  time  paft 
difcountedto  any  extent,  from  their 
notes  being  poured  in  upon  them 
for  gold,  and  from  the  alarm  which 
the  prefent  fituation  of  credit  in 
London  has  occafioned. 

The  manufacturers  have  plenty 
of  goods  in  London  and  in  Glaf¬ 
gow,  which  they  cannot  fell  but  at 
io  reduced  a  price,  as  renders  it 
perfectly  abfurd  for  them  to  think 


of  difpofing  of  their  goods,  in  order 
to  obtain  immediate  relief.  The 
manufacturers,  and  thofe  who  have 
cotton  mills,  have  begun  to  dif- 
charge  the  workmen  employed  by 
them  during  the  la  it  fortnight ;  and 
by  a  letter  received  from  the  lord 
provoft  of  Glafgow  by  him  this 
morning,  he  learns  that  the  manu¬ 
facturers  have  difcharged  a  very 
great  number  of  workmen.  There 
are  employed  in  Glafgow',  Pcnfiey 
and  their  dependencies,  in  differen| 
parts  of  Scotland,  about  160,0 06 
men,  women,  and  children.  Any 
relief  to  be  adminiftered  muft  be 
giyen  immediately  to  render  it  ef¬ 
fectual. ’’ 

Mr.  Pitt  faid  that  he  had  no 
doubt  but  the  houfe  was  deeply  im- 
prefied  with  the  importance  of  the 
fubjeCt,  and,  therefore,  he  withed 
that  the  report  (hould  be  printed. 

Mr-  Jekyll  obferved  that  the  ftatei 
of  credit  was  alarming  indeed,  and) 
he  could  not  help  thinking  that 
there  was  fome  degree  of  blame  on 
thofe  who  had  the  care  of  the  exe*j 
cutive  government,  with  refpeCI  tcj 
the  caufe  of  that  melancholy  report 
which  had  been  juft  read  to  the 
houfe — a  report  which  he  confidefec 
as  the  knell  of  our  commerce.  Late 
as  this  remedy  came,  he  trufted  il 
would  be  the  belt  that  could  be  ap 
plied  the  prefent  nature  of  things  : 
but  it  did  not  feem  at  firft  view  th< 
moft  refpeCtable  proceeding,  for  go 
vernment  to  take  in  pledges  like  ; 
common  pawnbroker,  nor  would  1 
add  to  the  national  dignity  to  hav 
three  blue  balls  at  the  door  of  th 
commiflioners  who  were  to  aft  pn 
der  the  propofed  plan, 

Mr.  Fox  warned  that  houfe  an< 
the  public,  that  there  ought  to  be 


confiderable  degree  of  confidence  a 


to  the  good  efFeCl  of  fuch  a  meafur 
before  it  fhould  be  adopted.  If  th 
executive  government  is  to  inter 
lere  in  fuch  a  cafe,  may  it  not  prov 
7  th 
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the  beginning  of  a  fyflem  of  which 
it  is  impoffible  to  fee  the  end  ?  If 
the  fum  now  propofed  to  be  raifed 
fhould  be  found  to  be  infufficient, 
are  you  to  flop,  or  to  proceed  ?  He 
coiafeffed  he  felt  a  reluctance  to  a 
meafure  fo  novel  and  important. 

On  Tuefday  the  30th  of  April, 
the  report  of  the  feleCt  committee 
was  taken  into  confideration. 

Mr.  Pitt  faid  he  fhould  not  enter 
into  any  argument ;  but,  referring  to 
the  report  on  the  table,  which  he 
trailed  gentlemen  had  carefully  con- 
fidered,  moved,  “  That  his  majefly 
fhould  be  enabled  to  direCt  that  ex¬ 
chequer  bills  to  the  amount  of  five 
millions  be  iffued  to  certain  com»- 
miffioners,  to  be  by  them  laid  out 
under  regulations  and  reftriCtions, 
for  the  affiflance  and  accommo¬ 
dation  of  fuch  perfons  as  may  apply, 
and  who  fhall  give  to  fuch  commif- 
fioners  proper  fecurity  for  the  fums 
that  may  be  advanced,  for  a  time 
to  be  limited. r> 

Mr.  Francis  faid  that  he  fhould 
take  the  liberty  of  afking  the  chan¬ 
cellor  of  the  exchequer,  for  what 
reafon  the  directors  of  the  bank  of 
England  had  not  been  invited  to 
\mdertake  the  management  and  dif- 
tribution  of  the  relief  propofed  to 
be  given  to  the  commerce  and  credit 
of  individuals  ?  why  it  had  n#t 
been  formally  propofed  to  them  to 
carry  into  execution  a  meafure,  with 
the  objeCls  of  which  they  had,  from 
their  lituation,  and  from  the  con- 
.  du£t  of  their  own  bufinefs,  a  natu¬ 
ral  and  neceffary  connedion,  and 
mull,  of  courfe,  poffefs  knowledge 
and  information  fuperior  to  any  that 
could  be  found  in  a  board  of  com- 
miffioners  newly  appointed  by  par¬ 
liament  ?  He  added,  that  the  bufi- 
neis  propofed  to  be  done  by  the 
commiffioners,  was  in  effeCt  what 
jthe  bank  was  now  doing  every  day. 

Mr.  Fox  feared  that  the  reafon 
why  the ,  application  to  the  bank 


was  imfuccefsful,  would  not  be  very 
proper  to  induce  the  public  to  adopt 
the  meafure.  This  mode,  he  faid, 
was  opening  a  path  to  the  moil: 
dangerous  patronage  ;  did  the  com¬ 
mittee  fee  the  extent  of  the  power 
which  this  mio-ht  give  to  the  exe- 
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cutive  government?  He  afferted, 
that  the  prefent  ruinous  war  was 
the  caufe  of  the  prefent  failures,  but 
as  he  had  exerted  himfelf  to  prevent 
that  calamity  he  had  done  his  duty. 

On  the  firft  of  May,  the  refolu- 
tion  for  iffiiing  five  millions  by  ex¬ 
chequer  bills,  under  certain  reitric- 
tions,  being  read, 

Mr.  Adam  went  at  large  into 
the  fubjeCt,  and  gave  it  as  his  opi¬ 
nion,  that  one  million  or  a  million 
and  a  half  fhould  be  iffued  by  ex¬ 
chequer  bills,  as  a  fecurity  for  in¬ 
dividuals  who,  under  certain  regula¬ 
tions,  fhould  apply  to  the  bank  for 
the  difcount  on  bills.  If  the  bank 
had  this  fecurity,  they  would  dif- 
count  as  ufual.  The  refloration  of 
difcount  at  the  bank  would  produce 
a  general  refloration  of  credit,  and 
all  fubordinate  difcounts  would  na¬ 
turally  flow  in  their  due  order  alt 
over  the  kingdom,  and  thofe  who 
applied  for  affiflance  would  have  it 
at  the  moderate  interefl  of  five  per 
cent. 

Mr.  Pitt  brought  up  the  bill,  and 
it  was  read  a  firft  time.  The  report 
of  this  bill  was  brought  up  on  the 
4th  of  May;  many  claufes  were  add,- 
ed  to  it,  and  other  amendments 
made,  by  which,  as  the  bill  then 
flood,  no  fum  lefs  than  four  thou- 
fand  pounds  was  to  be  lent  to  any 
perfon  on  each  application  for  aid 
under  this  plan.  The  following  are 
the  commiffioners  under  whofe  di¬ 
rection  the  whole  plan  Was  to  be 
carried  on :  Lord  Sheffield,  fix:  Grey 
Cooper,  bart. ;  Mr.  Pulteney,  Mr. 
Chifwell,  fir  John  Sinclair,  bait.  ; 
Mr.  alderman  Anderfon,  Mr.  R. 
Smith,  Mr.  Bofanquet,  Mr.  T. 
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Boddington,  Mr.  Manning,  Mr. 
Whitmore,  Mr.  Baring,  Mr.  Hart¬ 
ley,  Mr.  Raikes,  Mr.  Forfter,  Mr. 
Darrel,  Mr.  C.  Grant,  Mr.  G. 
Innes,  Mr.  Harman,  and  Mr.  Brog- 
dcm. 

On  the  6th  of  May  the  bill  pair¬ 
ed  the  commons,  and  was  ordered 
to  be  carried  no  to  the  lords  by  the 
chancellor  of  the  exchequer. 

On  the  Sth  of  May  the  bill  palfed 
the  houfe  of  lords'  without  a  divi¬ 
sion,  and  the  fame  day  received  the 
royal  aflent  by  commiffion. 

The  laudable  exertions  of  Mr. 
Sheridan,  to  produce  a  reform  in 
the  internal  government  of  the  roy¬ 
al  boroughs  of  Scotland,  are  well 
known  to  the  public.  On  the 
25th  of  March,  he  made  a  new  ef¬ 
fort,  by  moving  in  the  houfe  of 
commons,  after  an  excellent  intro¬ 
ductory  fpeech,  “  That  the  feveral 
petitions  prefented  to  this  houfe 
during  the  prefent  feffion,  and  the 
papers  and  accounts  prefented  dur¬ 
ing  former  feffion s,  refpeding  the 
internal  government  of  the  royal 
boroughs  of  Scotland,  ffiould  be  re  ¬ 
ferred  to  a  committee,  to  examine 
the  matter  therein  contained,  and 
to  report  thereupon  to  the  houfe. ” 
The  queftion  was  carried,  and  a 
committee  appointed. 

On-  the  23d  of  April,  the  houfe 
refolved  itfelf  into  a  committee  to 
take  into  conlideration  the  petition 
of  the  Eaft  India  company  relative 
to  the  renewal  of  their  charter. 

Mr.  Dundas  introduced  the  bu- 
finefs  by  obferving,  that  the  difficul¬ 
ties  he  had  experienced  upon  the 
important  fubjed  of  the  Britilh 
government  and  trade  of  the  Eaft 
Indies,  had  anfen  not  only  from 
the  importance  and  magnitude  of 
the  fubjed,  but  from  the  fyftem 
which  he  was  to  propofe  being  in 
oppofition  to  eftablilhed  theories 
*ri  government  and  in  commerce. 
.Thefe  theories,  he  admitted,  were 


juft  and  applicable  to  other  cafes, 
and  yet  he  found  it  dangerous  tQ 
liften  to  them,  when  he  was  de¬ 
viling  a  plan  of  government  and  a 
fyftem  of  trade  for  Britifh  India. 

No  writer  upon  political  (Econo¬ 
my, faid  he,  “has  as  yet  fup- 
poied  that  an  extenfive  empire  can 
be  adminiftered  by  a  commercial 
aflbeiation  ;  and  no  writer  on  com¬ 
mercial  authority  has  thought,  that 
trade  ought  to  be  fliackled  by  an 
exclufive  privilege.  In  deviating 
from  thefe  principles,  which  have 
been  admitted  and  admired,  I  am 
fenfible  that  my  opinions  have  popu- 
larprejudices  againft  them,  but  I  am 
fupported  by  fuccefsful  experience  $ 
and  when  the  houfe  adverts  to  the 
peculiarities  of  the  fubjed  before 
them,  they  will  at  once  fee  that  I 
am  not  attempting  to  overturn  the¬ 
ories,  though  I  am  unwilling  to  re¬ 
cede  from  old  and  eftablilhed  prac¬ 
tice.  It  would  be  idle  and  a  proof 
of  ignorance  to  maintain,  that  all 
the  advantages  which  Great  Bri¬ 
tain  poiTeffes  from  its  connedion 
with  India,  arife  out  of  the  prefent 
exclufive  privilege  of  the  company  } 
but  it  would  be  impoffible  to  fay 
what  might  be  the  political  or  com¬ 
mercial  effeds  of  a  variation  from 
the  prefent  fyftem.” — Mr.  Dundas 
then  ftated,  that  the  (hipping  em¬ 
ployed  by  the  Eaft  India  company 
amounted  to  8 1,000  tons  ;  that  the 
fearnen  navigating  thofe  (hips  were 
about  7, coo  men,  who  had  con- 
ftant  employment :  that  the  raw  ma¬ 
terials  imported  from  India,  for  the 
ufe  of  home  manufadures,  amount¬ 
ed  annually  to  about  700,0001. ; — * 
that  the  annual  exports  of  Britifh 
produce  and  manufadure  to  India 
and  China,  in  the  company’s  (hips, 
amounted  to  upwards  of  a  million 
and  a  half  fterling*  Having  made 
thele  general  obfervatiohs,  he 
brought  forward,  for  the  confide¬ 
ration  of  the  houfe,  the  general 
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^ueftion,  Upon  what  principles  purchafed  various  poileffions  in  In- 
ought  the  date  to  govern  its  Indian  dia,  which  cannot  be  taken  from 
pofieffions  ?  And  under  what  re-  them.  He  then  propofed  to  the 
gulation  ought  the  trade  of  the  houfe  thirty-three  long  refolutions 
Eail  Indies  to  be  conduced  ?•— Mr.  for  the  future  government  of  India  ; 
Dundas  then  enumerated,  with  the  fyftem  contained  in  them  feems 
great  precidon,  the  difficulties  that  to  be  little  more  than  a  continuation 
would  arife  in  receding  from  the  of  the  prefent  plan.  The  fixth  and 
prefent  fyilem  of  government  in  In-  moil  material  refolution  fays,  “That 
dia,  and  the  effect  which  the  inno-  it  appears  to  bp  fit  and  proper  to 
vation  might  have  on  the  minds  of  continue  to  the  Ead  India  compa- 
the  natives.  Government,  availing  ny  their  exejufive  trade,  within  the 
itfelf  of  the  experience  and  abilities  limits  now 'enjoyed  by  them,  for  a 
of  thofe  who  had  held  high  fitua-  farther  term  of  twenty  years,  to 
tions  in  India,  and  defirous  of  be  computed  frorp  the  jd  of  March, 
forming  plans  for  the  future  admj-  i  794,  liable  to  be  difeontinued  at 
niilration  of  Indian  affairs,  had  the  end  of  fuch  period,  if  three 
Hated  feveral  important  queilions  years  notice  ffiallpreviouily  be  given 
relative  to  the  government  of  In-  by  parliament  ;  fubjeft  neverthe- 
dia,  to  Mr.  Hailings.  Mr.  Bar-  lefs  to  the  regulations  herein-after 
Well,*  fir  John  (Havering,  Mr.  Fran-  fpeciiied,  for  promoting  the  export 
pis,  colonel  Monfon,  iir  William  of  goods,  wares,  and  merchandizes. 
Chambers,  and  fir  Elijah  Impey  ;  of  the  growth,  produce  or  manit- 
but  tke  anfwers  they  received  were  fa 61  ure  of  Great  Britain  or  Ireland, 
fo  various  and  uncertain,  as  to  be  and  for  encouraging  individuals  to 
incapable  of  allowing  any  fyilem  to  carry  on  trade  to  and  from  the 
ibe  founded  upon  them.  This  cir-  Eail  Indies.5’  The  regulations  re- 
cumilance  led  Mr.  Dundas  to  con-  ferred  to,  permitted  the  export  an<$ 
elude  that  it  was  fafer  to  truil  to  import  of  certain  commodities  in  the 
the  prefent  fyilem,  than  to  theories  company’s  fiiips  at  a  Hated  freight, 
concerning  which  ingenious  and  Mr.  Francis,  in  a  long  fpeech, 
informed  men  have  not  agreed. —  ce*ifured  moil  of  the  propofitions  of 
Mr.  Dundas  then’ took  an  intereft-  Mr.  Dundas ;  but  particularly  that 
ing  retrofpe6l  of  the  hiilory  of  the  which  places  the  territorial  pofief- 
Eafl  India  trade  from  before  the  fions  under  the  government  of  the 
diicovery  of  the  paifage  by  the  Eail  India  company".  The  ho- 
Cape  of  Good  Hope  till  the  pre-  nourable  gentleman,  Mr,  Francis 
lent  time.  He  called  the  attention  obferved,  had  afferted  “  that  it 
iof  the  houfe  to  the  probable  date  would  hurt  the  feelings  of  the  na- 
of..he  Ead  India  Company,  fup-  tives  of  India  if  they  were  not  to 
i poling  it  poffeiled  of  no  exclufive  continue  under  the  government  of 
itrade  to  India.  If  the  exclufive  the  company.”  To  this  Mr.  Francis 
charter  ihould  expire  in  1794,  dill  replied,  that  when  he  was  in  Ben- 
the  company  would  be  a  body  cor-  gal,  he  could  take  upon  him  to  af- 
porate  in  perpetuity,  ana  entitled  firm  that  the  natives  in  general  had 
to  trade  upon  its  joint  dock.  To  no  conception  of  what  was  meant 
whom,  in  this  cafe,  would  the  mod  by  the  word  company.  Few  of  them 
important  feats  of  trade  in  India  thought  of  it  at  all,  and,  among 
belong  ?  To  the  company  undoubt-  thefe,  every  man  had  a  fancy  of 
tdly.  By  their  original  and  per-  his  own.  With  fome  of  them  a 
petuai  charters  they  have  legally  notion  prevailed  that  the  company 
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was  an  old-  woman  locked  up  in  a 
zenana.  With  refpeft  to  the  land¬ 
ed  property  of  the  company,  Mr. 
Francis  faid,  he  did  not  know  what 
property  of  this  fort  the  company 
poffeffecL  The  twenty -four  per- 
gunnahs,  of  which  Mr.  Dundas  con¬ 
ceives  the  company  to  be  zemindar, 
were  indeed  granted  to  them  by  a 
funnud  of  one  of  the  nabobs  ;  but 
it  was  an  aft  of  the  grolfeft  vio¬ 
lence  and  injuftice.  The  propria 
ctors  never  relinquifhed  their  claim, 
and,  while  he  was  in  Bengal,  they 
were  at  lait  reinflated  in  their  right 
by  a  refolution  of  the  governor  ge¬ 
neral  and  council,  in  which  Mr. 
Haflings  and  he  concurred. 

Mr.  JDundas  moved  the  firfl  refo¬ 
lution,  and  leave  was  given  that 
the  committee  fhould  fit  again. 

On  the  2d  of  May  Mr.  Dundas 
moved  the  fixth  refolution  ;  and 
the  proportions  were  all  gone 
through  and  agreed  to,  as  were  al- 
fo  feveral  other  propolitions  moved 
by  Mr.  Dundas. 

On  Friday  the  24th  of  May, 
Mr.  Dundas  brought  up  a  number 
of  claufes,  which  were  agreed  to, 
and  ordered  to  be  added  to  the 
bill  by  way  of  riders.  On  the  quef- 
tion  that  the  bill  be  read  a  third 
time,,  Mr.  Fox  objected  to  one  of 
the  new  claufes,  bv  which  he  con¬ 
tended,  that  the  Britifh  trader  would 
be  under  greater  difadvantages  than 
the  fubjefts  of  any  other  European 
power;  he  mult  aft  under  a  li¬ 
cence,  whilft  the  American  trader 
required  none.  The  claufe  was, 
however,  agreed  to. 

Upon  the  quefiion  that  the  bill 
do  pafs,  Mr.  Fox  entered  into  a 
comparifon  between  the  prefent 
bill  and  that  offered  to  the  houfe 
by  him  in  1783.  His  objeft  by 
that  bill  was  to  take  the  power 
from  the  direftors,  where  it  was 
molt  improperly  placed,  and  to  veil 
it  in  commifhoners,  who  were  to 


be  immediately  under  the  controu| 
of  parliament.  “  I  am  convinced, 
faid  he,  that  the  more  that  bill  is 
examined,  the  more  it  will  meet 
with,  and  find,  the  approbation  of 
the  public.  That  bill  had  an  object, 
and  a  clear  and  precife  meaning  j 
the  bill  now  under  confideration  i§ 
the  reverfe  of  it  in  every  refpeft. 
It  has  no  defined  objeft,  and  it  has 
a  concealed  meaning  ;  for,  under 
the  fpecious  pretext  of  avoiding 
the  objeftionable  influence  in  my 
bill,  it  .  grafps  at  the  whole  of  In¬ 
dian  patronage,  in  a  way  totally 
unconnected  with  ^fponfibility.” 

After  a  long  defence  of  the  bill 
by  Mr.  Pitt ;  and  after  a  claufe  which 
had  been  propofed  for  fending 
chaplains,  fchoolmaflers,  and  ifiif- 
fionaries,  to  promulgate  ufeful know? 
ledge,  and  the  true  religion  among 
the  Indians,  was  rejefted  ;  the  bill 
palled. 

The  India  bill  was  read  a  fecond 
time  on  the  3d  of  June  in  the 
houfe  of  lords,  and  afterwards  went 
through  the  committee  without  any 
amendments.  On  that  day  the  hi* 
fir  op  of  St.  David’s  Hated  the  ne- 
ceffity  of  making  provifions  forgiv¬ 
ing  to  Britifh  fubjefts  in 'India  the 
opportunity  of  attending  divine 
worfhip ;  though  he  had  great 
doubts,  indeed,  as  to  what  bad 
been  mentioned  in  another  place^ 
of  fending  mifiionaries  to  convert 
to  chrillianity  the  natives  of  Hin- 
doftan.  He  conceived  the  religion 
of  a  country  to  be  connefted  with 
its  government,  and  he  did  not 
think  that  any  foreign  Hate  had  a 
rig) it  to  interfere  'with  the  govern¬ 
ment  of  another  country ,  without  an 
exprefs  com  million  from  Heaven. 
The  apoilles  had  fuch  a  commiffion, 
and,  in  evidence  of  it,  were  invelled 
with  the  power  of  working  mira¬ 
cles  ;  but  fuch  power  having  long 
fince  ceafed,  he  doubted  whether 
the  commiffion,  of  which  it  was 
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|;ije  evidence,  had  not  ceafed  affent  was  given,  by  commiffion,  to 
nlfo.  this  bill  for  regulating  the  govern** 

!  On  the  ijthpf  June,  the  royal  ment  and  trade  of  India. 


CHAPTER'  IV. 

ford  Auckland's  Memorial •  Petition  from  Sheffield  praying  for  a  Reform- 
in  Parliament .  Petition  from  Birmingham  praying  for  the  fame .  Petl - 
iions  from  other  Planes.  Petition  of  the  Friends  of  the  People .  Mr. 
Grey's  Motion  on  a  Parliamentary  Reform .  Scotch  Catholic  Bill.  Peti¬ 
tions  relative  to  the  Pax  upon  Coals — Negatived .  The  North  of  Scotland 
relieved  from  the  Pax  upon  Coals .  Board  of  Agriculture  eflabtijhed . 

Farnham  Plop  Bill .  Afr.  Ha/lings'  Petition.  Irijh  Parliament.  Bill  in 
favour  of  Catholics.  Defenders.  I  rifle  Alien  and  Preafonahle  Corre¬ 
spondence  Bills.  Libel  Bill.  Civil  Lifl  ar(d  Penfi bn  Bills.  Profecutlons 

for  Sedition  in  Scotland.  Brltlfh  Convention.  Interference  of  England 
with  Neutral  Powers.  Order  for feizing  American  Ships — Revoked. 

N  Thurfday  the  25th  of  A- 
pril  Mr.  i  Sheridan  rofe  and 
faid,  he  was  about  to  make  a  mo- 
tion,  which  not  only  involved  the 
charafters  of  the  whole  of  his  majef- 
ty’s  minifters,  but  alfo  the  charac¬ 
ter  of  the  Britifh  nation.  On  the 
5th  of  the  prefent  month,  lord 
Auckland,  his  majefty’s  minifter  at 
the  Hague,  figned  a  memorial,  up¬ 
on  which  the  motion  he  fhould  con¬ 
clude  with  would  be  founded.  He 
iuade  a  quotation  from  Vattel,  on 
the  law  of  nations,  who  fays,  that 
for  nations  at  war  it  is  necelfary  to 
obferve  that  they  ought  to  abltain 
from  all  harfh  expreffions  of  hatred, 
animofity,  or  contempt  of  each 
other,  &c.  This,  he  faid,  appear¬ 
ed  to  him  to  contain  fuch  a  necef- 
fary  lelfon  to  lord  Auckland,  that 
in  the  next  difpatches  a  copy  of  it 
ought  to  be  fent  him.  With  re¬ 
gard  to  the  particular  paper  of  the 
5th  of  April,  he. objected  to  it  not 
only  on  account  of  its  particular 
indecency,  but  alfo  on  account  of 
its  opening  and  difclofing  a  new 
principle  for  carrying  on  the  war  ; 

*  See  the  memorial  to  which  Mr.  Sheridan  alluded,  in  our  Sta^e  Papers,  p.  85. 
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a  principle  hitherto  in  this  country 
entirely  without  foundation. 

The  noble  lord  proceeded  to 
flate  in  his  memorial*,  that  divine 
vengeance  feemed  not  to  have  been 
tardy.  Upon  this  he  had  only  to 
obferve,  that  we  were  engaged  in  a 
war,  which  for  our  (afety  we  had 
purfued,  to  the  accomplifhment  of 
its  originally  avowed  object ;  and 
with  refpedl  to  the  divine  ven¬ 
geance,  from  motives  of  refpedt, 
decorum,  and  piety,  we  ought  to 
be  filent. 

Mr.  Sheridan  objected  to  this 
paper,  becaufe  it  declared  all  peace 
with  the  people  of  France  utterly 
unattainable,  until  there  fhould  be 
dictated,  according  to  the  defire 
of  the  combined  powers?  a  certain 
form  of  government  in  France. 
The  minifter  ought  plainly  to  fpeak 
out,  and  inform  the  people  of  this 
country  to  what  extent  the  war 
was  to  be  carried  on.  If  we  coun¬ 
tenanced  the  memorialof  lord  Auck¬ 
land,  we  fhould  fay  that  the  whole 
national  convention,  all  the  mem¬ 
bers  of  the  diflricts,  in  fhort  about 
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eight  or  nine  millions  of  people 
mull  be  put  to  death  before  we  can 
negotiate  for  peace.  This  would 
be  a  war  for  a  purpofe  entirely 
new  in  the  hiftory  of  mankind;  and 
as  it  was  called  a  war  of  vengeance, 
he  mull  fay  that  we  arrogated  to 
©urfelves  a  right  which  belonged 
to  the  Divinity,  to  whom  alone 
vengeance  ought  to  be  left.  After 
Mr.  Sheridan  had  given  an  account 
of  the  execrable  divifion  of  Poland, 
and  reprobated  the  filencc  and  in¬ 
activity  of  minillers  on  that  impor¬ 
tant  point,  he  faid,  “  Could  any 
robbery  which  had  been  committed 
by  the  mod  defperate  of  the  French, 
or  any  of  their  a£U,  be  more  infa¬ 
mous  than  this  ?  What  confequence 
was  it  to  any  man  whether  he  was 
plundered  by  a  man  with  a  white 
feather  in  his  hat,  or  by  one  with 
a  night-cap  on  his  head  He  con¬ 
cluded  with  moving  ‘‘that an  hum¬ 
ble  addrefs  be  prefented  to  his  ma- 
jefty,  to  exprefs  the  difpleafure  of 
this  houfe  at  the  faid  memorial,  &c, 
* 6  And  that  the  faid  miniver  at  the 
Hague,  in  making  that  declaration, 
has  departed  from  the  principles 
upon  which  this  houfe  was  induced 
to  concur  in  the  neceffary  meafures 
for  the  fupport  of  the  war,  &c.’> 

Mr.  Pitt  defended  the  condudl 

lord  Auckland  at  great  length, 
and  detailed  th.e  cudomary  invec¬ 
tives  againil  the  national  conven¬ 
tion  of  France. 

Mr.  Fox  made  a  long  and  ener¬ 
getic  fpeecli  in  favour  of  the  mo¬ 
tion,  and  in  defence  of  Mr.  She- 
ridari  againil.  the  attacks  of  Mr. 
Pitt.  Speaking  of  the  divifion  of 
Poland  he  faid,  “  We  are  now  aid¬ 
ing  in  concert  with  the  dividers  of 
that  country' — We  ourfelves  were 
the  dividers  of  Poland  $  for  while 
we  were  courting  them  to  aid  us.  in 
a  war  againil  French  principles, 
we  furnilhed  them  with  a  pretext, 
and  afforded  them  the  opportunity 


of  dividing  Poland.  We  were  the 
guarantees  of  Dantzic,  of  which 
Prufiia,  our  ally*  had  taken  pof- 
feflion.” 

The  houfe  divided,  for  the  mo¬ 
tion  36,  noes  2 1 1. 

On  Monday  the  17th  of  June, 
earl  Stanhope  opened  his  promifed 
motion  in  the  houfe  of  lords  on  this- 
fubjeCt.  The  memorial  of  lord 
Auckland,  he  faid,  on  the  lirff  mo¬ 
ment  that  it  appeared  in  public,  had 
ftruck  him  as  a  ferocious  and  un¬ 
warrantable  paper,  and  he  had  de¬ 
termined  to  bring  it  before  the 
houfe  ;  but  underflanding  that  the 
noble  ambaffador  was  to  take  his 
feat  there  before  the  end  of  the 
fefilon,  he  had  waited  for  his  pre¬ 
fence.  He  would  begin  then  by 
Hating  in  a  declaratory  refolution, 
what  he  conceived  to  be  the  mean¬ 
ing  of  the  declaration  of  lord  Auck¬ 
land  ;  upon  which  he  would  move 
for  an  addrefs  to  the  king,  to  dis¬ 
avow  it.  And  if  this  was  carried, 
he  would  think  it  his  duty  to  pro¬ 
ceed  againil  lord  Auckland,  the 
author.  His  lordfhip  obferved,  that 
fuch  diabolical  papers  had  uni¬ 
formly  produced  confequences  the 
very  reverfe  of  what  was  the  fhort- 
fighted  view  of  their  authors.  The 
horrid  proclamation  of  general  Bur- 
goyne  had  in  an  inffant  created  an 
army  that  took  him  and  all  his  ai> 
my  prifoners.  In  the  fame  man¬ 
ner  the  infamous  proclamation  of 
the  duke  of  Brunfwick,  in  which 
he  threatened  to  put  to  the  fword 
the  men,  women,  and  children  of 
Paris,  rpufed  all  France,  irritated 
the  minds  of  men,  and  fo  inflamed 
tlie  multitude,  that  it  produced  the 
revolution  of  the  10th  of  AugiiH, 
the  maffacVes  of  the  ?d  of  Septem¬ 
ber,  and  finally  the  murder  of  the 
king.  He  did  not  accufe  lorjl 
Auckland  of  a  produ&ion  fo  infa¬ 
mous  ;  but  his  paper  was  of  the 
fame  call,  it  was  disgraceful  to  the 

country  $ 
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cotmtly  ;  rt  was  a  piece  of  ftudied 
ribaldry,  and  induftrious  imperti¬ 
nence  ;  and  it  was  as  nonfenfical  in 
defign,  as  it  was  injurious  inits  ftyle ; 
for  the  noble  lord  ought  to  have 
known,  that. nothing  was  fo  eafy  as 
to  make  ufe  of  inventive,  and  that 
there  was  no  argument  in  abufe. 
Lord  Stanhope  concluded  with 
moving,  “  That  the  houfe,  having 
taken  into  its  moil  ferious  confi- 
deration  a  memorial  prefented  by 
his  excellency  lord  Auckland  and 
the  count  de  Stahremberg,  to  their 
high  mightineffes  the  States  General, 
at  the  Hague,  the  5th  of  April  laft, 
are  of  opinion  that  the  meaning 
and  intention  of  the  faid  declaration 
was  to  induce  the  States  General 
to  bring  the  French  prifoners,  then 
in  their  hands,  to  trial,  in  order 
to  put  them  to  death.” 

Lord  Grenville  faid,  that  the 
declaration  was  made  in  the  fpirit 
©f  the  inftrudlions  given  to  lord 
Auckland,  certainly  not  in  the  let¬ 
ter.  He  defended  his  lordfhip,  and 
moved  an  amendment,  by  leaving 
out  all  the  words  after  the  words 
prefented  on  the  5th  of  April,”  and 
to  introduce  in  their  Head,  <l  that 
the  memorial  delivered  by  lord 
Auckland  is  conformable  to  the  fen- 
timentS'  of  his  majefty,  and  thofe 
carried  to  the  throne  by  both  houfes 
of  parliament ;  'and  that  it  wascon- 
fonant  to  thofe  fentiments  of  juf- 
tice  and  policy,  which  it  became 
the  honour  and  dignity  of  the  na¬ 
tion  to  exprefs.” 

The  duke  of  Clarence  faid,  he 
had  come  down  with  a  predetermi¬ 
nation  to  vote  againll  the  motion, 
as  he  conceived  it  to  be  inconfiftent 
with  the  dignity  of  their  lordlhips’ 
proceedings  ;  but  he  could  not  af- 
fent  to  the  amendment  propofed  by 
the  noble  fecretary  of  ttate — an  a- 
mendment  calculated  to  bellow  ap- 
plaufe  on  a  meafure  which,  how¬ 
ever  free  from  criminal  motive  or 


bad  intention,  was  not,  m  his  mind, 
entitled  to  praife.  With  regard  to 
the  war,  that  it  was  commenced 
on  the  principles  of  jultice  and  ne- 
cehity,  he  had,  as  their  lordlhips 
well  knew,  publicly  declared  :  he 
Hill  retained  his  opinion  ;  but  if  he 
was  now  allied,  whether  the  con¬ 
tinuance  of  the  war  was  any  longer 
necelfary,  helhould  fay  he  thought 
not,  becaufe  he  had  the  Ltisfa£tion 
to  fee  that  the  obje&s  of  the  war 
were  obtained.  When  the  war  was 
entered  upon,  he  had  reafon  to  be¬ 
lieve  that  Holland  was  in  danger; 
that  danger  no  longer  exilted,  for 
Holland  was  by  this  time  perfeflly 
fafe  :  he  faw,  therefore,  no  reafoa 
for  continuing  the  war  any  longer* 

Lord  Auckland  rofe  in  his  own 
defence,  and  contended,  that  mur¬ 
der  was  in  all  countries  deemed  a. 
crime  that  merited  punifhment ;  and 
as  thofe  who  caufed  the  death  of  the 
late  king  of  France  were  generally 
included  in  that  clafs*  he  therefore 
allied  whether  it  was  not  proper  that 
murderers  fhould  be  delivered  to  juf- 
tice  r 

Upon  earl  Stanhope’s  moving  an, 
amendment  upon  the  amendment, 
the  lord  chancellor  obferved,  that 
there  was  a  fentence  without  a 
verb. 

Earl  Stanhooe  faid,  he  had  been 
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accufed  of  teaching  the  bilhops  re¬ 
ligion,  and  the  judges  law — he 
fhould  now  teach  a  chancellor  gram¬ 
mar.  On  confulting  the  paper  and 
conjoining  the  fentences,  earl  Stan¬ 
hope  was  found  to  be  right.  Lord 
Grenville’s  motion  of  approbation 
was,  however,  carried  without  a 
divilion. 

The  great  queilion  of  a  parlia¬ 
mentary  reform  was  the  next  fub- 
jedl  which  claimed  the  ferious  at¬ 
tention  of  the  Britifti  legiflative  af- 
femblies. 

Mr.  Duncombe,  on  the  fecond  of 
May,  prefented  a  petition  on  be¬ 
half 
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half  of  the  inhabitants  of  Sheffield, 
tinned  by  eight  thoufand  perfons, 
praying  for  a  parliamentary  re¬ 
form, 

Mr.  Duncombe  ftated,  that  al¬ 
though  he  prefented  this  petition, 
he  told  thofe  who  requefted  him  to 
do  fo,  that  he  did  not  approve  of  the 
manner  in  which  it  had  been  worded, 
but  they  determined  it  fhould  be 
prefented,  and  he  did  fo  in  com¬ 
pliance  with  their  wifhes.  He  had 
always  been  a  friend  to  a  temperate 
reform,  and  was  ftill  fo ;  but  did 
not  with  to  go  the  length  which 
feemed  to  be  the  objedt  of  this  pe¬ 
tition.  Upon  his  moving  “  that 
the  petition  be  now  brought  up,” 

Mr.  Ryder  oppofed  it,  on  the 
ground  that  it  was  not  worded  in 
a  manner  Efficiently  refpeftful  to 
that  houfe  ;  and  that  they  could  not, 
confidently  with  their  own  digni¬ 
ty,  receive  it. 

Mr.  Fox,  Mr.  Grey,  Mr.  She¬ 
ridan,  and  Mr.  Lambton,  thought 
the  petition  ought  to  be  brought 
up.  Mr.  Wilberfoice,  Mr.  Dun- 
das,  Mr.  Pitt,  and  Mr.  Ryder,  fpoke 
again  ft  it.  The  houfe  divided,  for 
receiving  the  petition  29,  againft 
it  108. 

The  fame  day,  Mr.  Whitbread 
prefented  a  petition  from  the  inha¬ 
bitants  of  Birmingham,  figned  by 
2720  perfons,  praying  for  a  parlia¬ 
mentary  reform1. 

On  the  queftion  being  put,  and 
the  voices  heard,  the  Speaker,  by 
mi  (lake  we  prefume,  faid  the  noes 
had  it. 

The  houfe  divided  ;  for  the  pe¬ 
tition  102,  noes  24. 

Mr.  Lambton  prefented  a  fimilar 
petition  from  the  city  of  Durham 
and  its  neighbourhood,  figned  by 
a  great  number  of  perfons  ;  and  it 
was  received. 

On  the  6th  of  May,  lord  George 
Henry  Cavendifh  prefented  a  peti¬ 
tion  from  certain  inhabitants  of 


H  AND 

Derby,  praying  fo t  a  reform  in  th$ 
representation  of  the  people  in  par¬ 
liament,  which  was  brought  up,  and 
ordered  to  lie  on  the  table. 

Mr.  Francis  prefented  a  petition 
to  the  fame  purport,  from  about  fijq 
thoufand  inhabitants  of  the  cities  of 
London  -and  Weftminder,  and  their 
vicinity.  This  was  alfo  ordered  to 
lie  on  the  table. 

Mr.  Browne  prefented  a  petition 
to  the  fame  effedt,  from  a  number 
of  inhabitants  of  the  town  of  Poole 
in  Dorfetfhire. 

Mr.  Wharton  prefented  another 
petition 'from  certain  inhabitants  in 
or  near  the-parilh  of  Aldgate,  in  the 
city  of  London  ;  which  was  order¬ 
ed  to  lie  on  the  table. 

Mr.  Hobart  hated,  that  he  held 
in  his  hand  a  petition  figned  by  up¬ 
wards  of  3700  inhabitants  of  pa** 
rifhes  in  the  vicinity  of  the  city  of 
Norwich  ;  but  he  doubted  whether 
it  could  be  received,  as  the  names 
were  fubfcribed  to  a  printed  copy  of 
the  petition,  in  breach  of  the  orders 
of  the  houfe. 

A  converfation  enfued  upon  the 
propriety  of  receiving  this  printed 
petition  :  and  upon  a  propofal  from 
Mr.  Sheridan,  it  was  agreed  to  be 
withdrawn,  to  make  way  for  Mr. 
Grey’s  important  motion* 

Mr.  William  Smith  prefented  a 
petition  from  certain  inhabitants  of 
the  town  of  Warwick,  and  its 
neighbourhood:  one  was  alfo  pre¬ 
sented  from  about  a  thoufand  inha¬ 
bitants  of  Huddersfield  in  York- 
(hire,  by  Mr.'  Erfkme  4  one  from  a 
number  of  inhabitants  of  the  town 
of  Pailley,  by  Mr.  Whitbread; 
one  from  Montrofe,  by  Mr.  Cur- 
wen  ;  one  from  certain  inhabitants 
of  Kilmarnock  ;  and  another  from 
the  burgh  of  Kilmarnock.  Mr. 
Wharton  prefented  one  from  Cer¬ 
tain  inhabitants  of  Newmills,  in  the 
parifh  of  Loudoun  and  {hire  of 
Ayr.  Mr.  Lambton  prefented  one 

from 


irora  certain  inhabitants  of  the 
county  of  Perth. 

Colonel  Macleod  prefented  a  pe¬ 
tition  from  certain  inhabitants  of 
the  city  of  Edinburgh,  of  the  whole 
length  of  the  floor  of  the  houfe, 
and  praying  for  a  thorough  reform 
in  the  reprefentation. 

Mr.  Whitbread  prefented  one 
from  the  town  of  Dumbarton,  one 
from  certain  inhabitants  of  the 
burgh  of  Irvine,  another  from  cer¬ 
tain  inhabitants  of  the  town  of 
Strathaven,  another  from  certain 
inhabitants  of  the  burgh  of  the 
county  of  Roxburgh,  another  from 
certain  inhabitants  of  the  burgh  of 
Linlithgow,  and  another  from  cer¬ 
tain  inhabitants  of  the  town  and 
neighbourhood  of  Anftruthef  was 
prefented  by  colonel  Macleod,  and 
one  from  a  number  of  the  inhabi¬ 
tants  of  the  town  of  Nottingham 
by  Mr.  Grey. 

i  Mr.  Grey  then  prefented  a  peti¬ 
tion  of  fuch  length  as  took  nearly 
half  an  hour  in  the  reading^.  tit 
itated,  with  great  propriety  and  dif- 
tiadtnefs,  the  defedls  ,\vhieh  at  pre- 
fent  exift  in  the  reprefentation  of 
the  people  in  parliament,  ajid.point- 
ed  out  the  evils  ariiing  from  the 
length  of  the  duration  of  parlia¬ 
ments. 

After  the  petition  had  been  read, 
Mr.  Burk^  expreffed  his  wifh  to 
know  whence  the  petition  came 
which  had  juft  been  read,  as  the 
Tefidence  of  the  petitioners  was  not 
mentioned.- , 

Mr.  Grey  Paid,  that  though  it 
was  not  uncommon  to  prefent  pe¬ 
titions  to  that  houfe  from  .penons 
not  defcribmg  their  place  of  abode, 
he  had  no  obje&ion  to  inform  the 
honourable  gentleman,  that  all  the 
fubicribers  to  the  petition  in  quef- 
tion  refide  either  in  London  or 
near  it  and  that  the  petition  had 
been  drawn  up  and  ligned  there. 

*  We  prefume  the  petitioj 


Mr.  Grey  then  ftated  the  difficul¬ 
ties  he  had  to  encounter  in  his  at¬ 
tempt  to  procure  a  parliamentary 
reform  :  for  while  the  numerous  and 
refpeftable  petitions  before  the 
houfe  in  fome  meafure  facilitated 
his  way,  by  proving  the  various 
arguments  which  the  fubjeff  af¬ 
forded,  they  informed  the  houfe 
that  they  were  not  the  real  repre- 
fentatives  of  the  people,  which 
probably  would  be  a  very  difagree- 
able  confeffion  to  be  extorted 
from  the  members  themfelves.  Re- 
fpe&ing  the  hackneyed  obje&ion 
of  this  being  an  improper  time  for 
reform,  it  would  be  equally  rational 
in  times  of  profperity  and  adverfi- 
ty,  in  times  of  war  and  peace.  If 
our  fitua-tion  happens  to  be  pro- 
fperous,  it  is  then  afked,  whether 
we  can  be  more  than  happy,  or 
more  than  free  ?  In  the  feafon  of 
adverftty,  on  the  other  hand,  all  rew 
form.,  or  renovation,  is  deprecated, 
from  the  pretended  rifle  cf  increaf- 
ing:the  evil  and  preffiire  of  our  fitu- 
ation.  Hence  it  would  appdar.  that 
the  time  for  reform  never  yet  had 
come,  and  never  could  come.  By 
arguments  fuch  as  thefe  had  re¬ 
form  been. hitherto  combated;  and 
by  the  like  he  believed  it  ever  would 
be  attacked,  until  foriie  -dreadful 
convulfion  fhould  take  place,  which 
might  threaten  even  the  con! dilution 
itfelf  with  annihilation.  Many  had 
been  the  unfuccefsful  attempts  to 
bring  about  a  reform-;  a  proper 
time  had  never  yet  been  found  for 
it.  In  1733,  a  motion  was  made 
in  that  houfe,  by  Mr.  Brdmley, 
for  a  repeal  of  the  feptennial  ai\9 
and  that  motion  was  feconded  in  a 
very  able  fpeech  by  fir  William 
Windham,.  Other  attempts  had 
been  made  in  the  years  1745,  1758, 
1782,  1783,  and  1785.  -Mr.  Pitt 
himfelf  had  brought  the  bufmefs 
forward  in  the  laft  three  of  thofe 

of  the  Friends  of  the  People, 
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years.  The  fame  obje&ion  as  to 
time  was  then  made,  and  combated 
by  the  right  honourable  gentleman 
ftrongly  and  powerfully  in  argu¬ 
ment,  but  without  effect. 

When  Mr.  Grey  came  to  take 
notice  of  burgage  tenures,  and  the 
fplitting  of  meffuages  and  heredita¬ 
ments,  for  the  purpofe  of  multiply¬ 
ing  voters,  contrary  to  an  adl  of 
king  William  for  preventing  fuch 
practices,  he  quoted  an  opinion 
given  judicially  by  lord  Thurlow, 
when  fitting  as  chancellor  in  the 
houfe  of  lords,  in  an  appeal  caufe 
from  Scotland,  refpedling  the  right 
of  voters  at  elections.  His  lordfhip 
faid,  <£  If  the  right  of  ele&icn 
could  be  tried  by  law  in  a  court  of 
law  in  England,  as  it  was  in  Scot¬ 
land,  he  was  convinced  that  an 
Englifh  court  of  law  would  not  be 
fatisfied  with  fuch  a  mode  of  elec¬ 
tion  as  this,  that  a  nobleman’s 
fteward  fhould  go  down  to  a  bo¬ 
rough  with  ten  or  twelve  pieces  of 
parchment  in  his  hand,  containing 
each  the  qualification  for  a  vote, 
and  having  affembled  a  Efficient 
number  of  his.  mailer’s  tenants  round 
a  table,  fhould  diftribute  among 
them  the  parchments — then  propofe 
a  candidate— -and  afterwards  colledt 
thefe  parchments,  and  declare  his 
lord’s  friend  duly  ele&ed  for  the 
borough.  Thefe  ele&ions  lord 
Thurlow  called  a  mockery.”  He 
concluded  with  moving  that  the  pe¬ 
tition  Ihould  be  referred  to  a  com¬ 
mittee, 

Mr.  Erlkine  fecbrided  the  motion. 

The  honourable  R.  B.  Jenkinfon 
went  at  great  length  into  the  com¬ 
mon  arguments  againit  a  reform  in 
parliament. 

#  Mr.  Powis  was  againft  the  mo¬ 
tion,  and  obferved,  that  Mr,  Grey 
had  come  forward  as  the  organ  and 
delegate  of  a  fociety  (the  friends  of 
the  people)  who  often  joined  with 
the  performers  of  another  theatre, 
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arid  they  adled  together*  at  tfid 
Crown  and  Anchor  tavern  mor£ 
than  once. 

After  fonie  invedfives  from  Mr. 
Windhaifi, 

The  honourable  Thomas  Effldne 
faid,  he  would  call  tile  attention  of 
the  houfe  to  the  motion  before  iti 
What  then  did  this!  petition  affert  ? 
It  affcrted  that  this  houfe,  which 
is  inverted  with  the  mighty  autho-  ' 
rity  of  the  reprefentatives  of  tht 
whole  people  of  Great  Britain, 
were  chofen  by  a  number  fmallef 
than  the  fubfcribers  to  fome  of  the 
petitions  which  to-day  had  beeri 
treated  with  negledt :  it-ftated,'  that 
this  grofs  inequality  was  rendered 
more  unequal  by  the  difproportioh 
of  the  bodies  who  eledted  :  it  af- 
ferted  that  elections  were,  and  muft* 
in  fpite  of  all  laws,  continue  to  bn 
procured  by  notorious  corruption-; 
that  peers  of  parliament,  fent  up  tt> 
the  other  houfe  from  their  influence 
in  this,  fent  by  their  mandates 
others  to  represent  them  ;  and  fmall 
as  the  numbers  were  (compared 
with  the  whole  people)  who  eledted 
the  majority  of  the  houfe  of  com¬ 
mons,  they  themfelves  were  but 
nominal  reprefentatives,  the  majo¬ 
rity  of  thofe  who  fat  there  being 
elected  by  the  patronage  of  the 
crown  and  a  few  great  men  of  the- 
realm,  by  means  ©f  which  the  peo¬ 
ple  had  loft  all  fhare  in  our  balanced 
conftitution.  Thefe  were  the  fadts  ’ 
the  petitioners  dated;  and  the  quef-  '* 
tion  wa$,  whether  the  houfe  was  ' 
prepared  to  fay,  in  the  face  of  the 
public,  and  to  the  people  they  repre-  ; 
fented,  *  JLet  thefe  things  continue!* 
for  that  would  be  their  language  if 
they  negatived  the  motion.  Mr. 
Erfkine  then  gave  an  account  of 
our  ancient  parliaments,  and  ob¬ 
ferved,  that  whoever  looked  at  the 
Englifh  hiftory  would  pe.rceive,  that  ' 
in  the  infancy  of  that^houfe,  and 
before  the  confirmation  of  its  high 
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rivileges,  the  commons  were  uni- 
>rmly  bent  on  maintaining  popular 
rivileges,  and  formed  a  real  and 
radical  balance  amain  d  the  crown. 

A  modern  author  of  great  tlo- 
uence,faid  Mr.  Erfkine,  fpeaking 
f  thofe  changes  in  the  Englifh  go- 
ernment,  truly  faid,  “  The  virtue, 
oirit,  and  effence  of  a  houfe  of 
ommons  coniifl:  in  its  being  the 
xprefs  image  of  the  feelings  of  the 
ation.  ft  was  not  inflituted  to  be 
control  vpcn  the  people,  as  of  late 
:  has  been  taught,  by  a  doctrine  of 
he  mod  pernicious  tendency  ;  but 
s  a  control  for  the  peopled’ 

He  maintained  that  the  mighty 
gitations  which  now  convulfed  and 
efolated  Europe,  that  the  difallrous 
vents  of  the  moment  which  were 
ppofed  to  the  motion  before  the 
oufe,  owed  their  very  exillence  to 
le  corrupt  ions  ofgovernment,  which 
lefe  petitions  fought  to  do  away. 
rpon  a  loud  laugh  iffuing  from  the 
iher  fide  of  the  houfe,  Mr.  Er- 
:ine  faid  there  was  nothing  fo  eafy 
5  that  fort  of  ahfwer.  It  would 
v*,  however,  more  decent  and  par- 
amentary  to  expole  his  midakes 
y  argument  and  reafon.  The 
rinciple  of  the  remedy  for  the 
bufes  complained  of  mud  prefent 
[elf  to  every  mind  alike,  "though 
ifferent  perfpns  might  differ  in  de- 
lil.  It  could  be  no  other  than  to 
mphfy  and  equalize  the  iranchife 
f  election ,  to  make  each  bodv  of 
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edlots  too  large  for  individual  cor- 
lption,  and  the  period  of  choice 
>o  fhort  for  temptation,  and  by 
ie  fubdivifionof  the  places  of  elec- 
on  to  bring  the  debtors  together 
ithout  confufion,  and  within  every 
an’s  reach.  Surely  this  was  prac-  . 
cable. 

Upon  the  queftion  of  adjourn- 
ent  the  houfe  divided,  Ayes  iBl 
-Noes.  109. 

On  Tudday  the  7th.  of  May,  the 
mfe  refumed  the  difeuflion.  Mr, 
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Stanley  faid,  the  conftitution,  con¬ 
fiding  of  three  branches,  was  ad¬ 
mirably  adapted  to  promote  the  li¬ 
berty  and  happinefs  of  the  nation, 
but  they  had  their  diftlnbt  provinces* 
The  commons  fhoufd  not  wait  to  be 
indrubted  and  excited  by  their  con- 
ftituents  to  promote  their  interefls, 
but  they  Ihould  anticipate  them  in 
every  thing.  If  there  was  danger, 
it  ought  to  be  difcovered,and  guard¬ 
ed  againd  in  the  fi'rft  indance  by  the 
reprefentative  body.  Mr.  Stanley 
faid,  though  he  was  a  friend  to  the 
reform  in  parliament,  he  deiired  it 
to  be  underdood  that  he  was  fo  un¬ 
der  certain  modifications. 

Mr,  Burton  faid,  he  thought  the 
prefent  time  was  unlit  for  inquiry, 
and  upon  that  ground  fhould  oppofe 
going  into  a  committee. 

Mr.  Duncombe  reminded  the 
houfe,  that  he  had  twice  had  the 
honour  of  feconding  motions  made 
by  Mr.  Pitt  upon  that  fubjeef.  As 
t  lie  ado ci at’on s  of  lad  winter,  he  ob- 
ferved,  while  they  were  fo  dren.uouf- 
ly  fupporting  the  con.titution,  ac¬ 
knowledged  the  exidence  of  abufes  j 
he  thought  the  fooner  thofe  abufes 
were  corrected  the  better,  and  he 
conceived  the  prefent  as  fit  a  time 
for  their  correblion  as  any  other. 

Sir  William  Young  faid  it  had 
ever  been  his  opinion  fince  he  began 
his  nolitical  career,  that  the  country 
had  too  much  of  a  commercial  turn, 
and  that  its  commerce  would  foon 
become  more  than  a  match  to  its 
virtues.  The  petitioners  proposed 
a  meafure  that  evidently  tended  to 
throw  weight  into  a  fcale  which  pre¬ 
ponderated  too  much  already-  He 
afferted  that  boroughs  bought  and 
controlled  by  men  of  property,  form¬ 
ed  the  only  balance  to  the  commer¬ 
cial  influence,  which  was  increafing 
by  too  rapid  drides,  and  which, 
ought  to  be  checked.  He  denied 
that  true  reprefentation  was  found¬ 
ed  either  upon  property  or  numbers 
I  abfftadtedly 
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abftradledly  confidered.  A  delega¬ 
tion  of  members  to  that  houfe 
ought  ever  to  be  of  gentlemen  an* 
fevering  the  defcription  of  thofe 
whom  lie  then  addreffed,  perfons 
having  one  common  intereft  with 
thofe  who  fetit  them  there..  He 
was  of  opinion  that  the  petitions 
were  ill  founded,  and  that  no  alter¬ 
ation  ought  to  take  place. 

Mr.  Francis  arofe,  and  after  ani¬ 
madverting  upon  what  had  fallen 
from  the  preceding  fpeakers,  went 
at  great  length  into  the  neceffity  of 
a  parliamentary  reform.  He  then 
quoted  a  letter  from  the  earl  of 
Chefterfield  to  his  fon,  purporting, 
that  he  had  offered  five-and-twenty 
hundred  pounds  for  a  fecure  feat  in 
parliament,  but  that  the  borough- 
jobber  laughed,  and  told  him  that 
the  rich  Ball  and  W eft  Indians  had 
fecured  them  all,  at  the  rate  of 
three  thoufand  pounds  at  Jeaft. — 
“  Yon  fee,  faid  he,  how  the  cafe 
flood  twenty  years  ago.  Do  you 
really  believe  that  the  purity  of 
Borough-mongers,  and  the  morals 
of  the  electors  of  Great  Britain,  are 
mended  fince  that  time  ?  that  the 
commodity  is  not  fo  fcarce,  or  the 
demand  for  it  not  fo  confiderable,  as 
it  has  been  heretofore  ?”  He  was 
convinced  that  corruption  has  in- 
creafed,  is  increaftng,  and  ought  to 
be  diminished. 

The  earl  of  Mornington  faid, 
that,  his  objections  applied  to  the 
whole  fpirit  and  fubftance  of  the 
meafure  which  was  the  fubjeCt  of 
this  debate  ;  but  that  he  did  not 
mean  to  complain  of  the  particular 
form  in  which  it  had  been  intro¬ 
duced  into  the  houfe.  His  lord- 
fhip  then  entereddnto  a  long  reca¬ 
pitulation  of  the  bleffings  which 
Englilhmen  enjoy  under  the  prefent 
form  of  government.  Thefe  ad¬ 
vantages,  lie  laid,  are  confirmed  by 
a  peculiar  excellence  in  the  pra&i- 
,<eal  effe&  of  the  prefent  ftru&ure  0f 


parliament.  Whatever  might  hsr 
contended  to  be  the  defedive  Slate 
of  the  reprefentation  in  theory,,  it  is 
an  undeniable  faCt,  proved  by  daily 
and  almoft  by  hourly  experience, 
that  there  is  no  intereft  in  the  king¬ 
dom,  however  inconliderable,  which 
does  not  find  fome  advocate  in  the 
houfe  of  commons  to  recommend  it 
to  the  attention  of  the  legislature. 
He  then  alluded  to  ,the  profperous 
ftate  of  the  country,  and  afcribed 
that  profperity  to  the  excellency  of 
our  prefent  form  of  government. 
Of  all  the  petitions  on  the  table,, 
he  fele&ed  one  only  as  deferving 
the  confideration  of  a  committee* 
That  petition  was  expreffed  with 
caution,  but  was  figned  by  fewer 
names  than  any  other  on  the  table, 
and  is  avowedly  the  produdion  of 
the  fociety  of  gentlemen  affociated* 
under  the  title  of  “  the  friends  of 
the  people.” 

His  lordfhip'  took  notice  of  a  pe¬ 
tition  with  the  name  of  Thomas 
Hardy  at  the  head  of  the  fignatures 
— a  name  obfcure  in.  this  country, 
but  not  unknown  to  the  national 
convention  in  France*  This  peti¬ 
tion  Hated,  that  the  right  of  voting 
Should  be  reftored  univerfatly  to 
every  man  not  incapacitated  by  na¬ 
ture  or  by  crimes.  His  lordShip 
feemed  difpleafed  with  this  State¬ 
ment. 

He  took  confiderable  pains  to  ac- j 
quaint  the  houfe  with  the  Gallic 1 
embaSSies  of  Mr.  John  Froft  and 
Mr.  Joel  Barlow,  and  with  their 
tranfadlions  with  the  national  con¬ 
vention  of  France.  He  then  no¬ 
ticed  the  focial  compaCt’ ‘  of  the 
celebrated  Rouffeau,  that  fountain- 1 
head  from  which  the  principles  of 
the  French  revolution  have  been ; 
derived,  and  to  which  (according  I' 
to  his  account)  the  correfponding  l 
fociety  had  paid  particular  atteaj- j 
tion.  He  concluded  with  afferting  j 
that  the  public  good  required  that  ,3 
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lt>  alteration  fhould  be  made  in  the 
ixifting  frame  of  parliament; 

Mr.  Whitbread  made  a  moft  ener¬ 
getic  fpeech'  in  favour  of  reform ;  in 
latingfomeof  the  abiifes  inborough 
de&ious,  he  was  betrayed  into  the 
jfe  of  fome  obnoxious  exprefiions, 
ind  was  called  to  order;  upon  which 
le  addreffed  the  Speaker  in  the  foi- 
owing  terms  :  “  Sir,  am  I  too  free 
n  what  I  am  faying  ?  Am  I  acting 
igainft  your  orders  ?  It  may  be  fo  ; 
Dut  if  ihefe  things  fhould  meet  your 
-ar  upon  the  very  fteps  of  this 
toufe,  as  you  defcend  from  the 
'hair,  can  you  contradict  them  ?— 
fir,  you  cannot.  I  do  know,  and 
•he  petitioners  who  have  ligned 
:he  petition  now  upon  your  table 
ire  ready  to  prove,  that  many  mem  - 
iers  are  nominated  by  individuals 
:o  ferve  in  this  houfe.  Refute  the 
charge!  We  cannot,  you  fay.  Ap- 
)ly  the  remedy  then  !  We  will  not 
onfent  to  that.  Then,  at  leaft,  tell 
he  people  of  England,  We  have 
nveftigated  your  ftatement,  and  we 
ind  it  to  be  true  ;  but  we  can  prove 
o  you  that  the  country  is  as  well 
governed,  and  that  things  go  on  as 
veil  now  as  they  would  do  if  the 
eprefentation  were  reformed  T 

Mr.  Anftruther  faid,  he  did  not 
mow  whether  to  condemn  mod, 
he  manner  in  which  the  fnbjeCt 
vas  brought  forward,  the  time,  of 
ts  introduction,  or  the  fubjeCl  mat* 
er  itfelf. 

,Mr.  Pitt,  in  a  fpeech  of  confidet- 
ble  length,  explained  his  former 
motives  for  being  friendly  to  a  par- 
amentary  reform,  and  his  objec- 
ions  again  ft  it  at  the  prefen  t  mo- 
lent.  If  this  principle  of  indivi- 
ual  fuffrage  (pointed  at  in  feveral 
f  the  petitions)  was  to  be  carried 
o  its  utmofl  extent,  it  went,  he  faid, 
a  fubvert  the  peerage,  and  to  de- 
ofe  the  king,  and,  in  fine*  to  ex- 
inguifh  every  hereditary  diftindtion, 
nd  every  privileged  order,  and  to 
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eftablifh  that  fyftem  of  equalifing 
anarchy  announced  in  the  code  of 
French  legiflation,  and  atteffed  in 
the  blood  of  the  maffaeres  at  Paris. 
<(  The  queftion  theft,”  added'  Mr. 
Pitt,  is,  whether  you  will  abide 
by  your  conftitution,  or  hazard  a 
change*  with  all  that  dreadful  chain 
of  confequences  with  which  we  have 
feen  it  attended  in  a  neighbourinp* 
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kingdom?^ 

Mr.  Sheridan  arofe  arid  refuted 
the  arguments,  and  pointed  out  the 
little  of  real  foundation  there  was 
for  the  fears  and  alarms  expreffed 
by  the  chancellor  of  the  exchequer. 

This,  he  faid,  it  was  that  foured 
the  temper  of  the  people,  that  nei¬ 
ther  in  the  church,  the  army,  the 
navy,  or  any  public  office,  was  any 
appointment  given,  but  in  confe- 
quence  of  parliamentary  influence  ; 
that,  in  confequence,  corrupt  ma¬ 
jorities  were  at  the  will  of  the  mi- 
nifter.  In  fhort,  whether  the  eye 
was  dire&ed  to  the  church,  the  law, 
the  army,  or  to  parliament,  it  could 
only  obferve  thc-feeds  of  inevitable 
decay  and  ruin  in  the  Britifli  con- 
flitution.  He  concluded  by  affirm¬ 
ing,  that  the  object  of  reform  lie 
and  his  friends  had  in  view,  would 
be  perfevered  in  until  it  fhould  be 
effectually  accomplifhed. 

Mr.  Fox  pointed  out  in  ftrong 
terms  the  inconfiftency  of  the  pre¬ 
fect  conduCt  of  the  chancellor  of 
the  exchequer  with  his  former  pro- 
fefiions ;  and  contended,  that  he  had 
no  right  to  fay  that  a  motion  for  a 
parliamentary  reforrn  was  more  dan¬ 
gerous  now,  than  his.  own  in  the 
year  1 7B2.  The  mode  of  proceed¬ 
ing  lately  infifted  upon,  that  a  mem¬ 
ber  who  propofed  the  redrefs  of  any 
grievance,  muff  move  a  fpecific  re¬ 
medy  before  the  houfe  could  take 
the  grievance  into  confideration, 
was  direCtly  contrary  to  the  molt 
approved  parliamentary  praCtice. 
As  to  the  time  of  attempting  a  re- 

I  2  form, 


xi6  BRITIS 

form,  Mr.  Fox  obferved,  it  had  been 
propofed  at  all  times,  in  war  and  in 
peace,  but  they  were  all  faid  to  be 
improper.  There  could  be  no  ob¬ 
jection  to  the  motion  being  made 
now,  except  that  itv  was  made  by 
Jiis  honourable  friend  inftead  of  the 
right  honourable  gentleman.  In 
the  pride  of  his  new  wifdom,  his 
prefent  felf  felt  fuch  contempt  for 
his  former  felf,  that  he  could  not 
look  back  upon  his  former  conduCt 
-  and  opinions,  without  a  fort  of  in- 
fulting  derifion.  As  lord  Fopping- 
ton,  in  the  play,  faid,  “  I  begin  to 
•think  that  when  I  was  a  commoner, 

I  was  a  very  naufeous  fellow  fo 
the  right  honourable  gentleman  be¬ 
gan  to  think  that  when  he  was  a  re¬ 
former, he  mull  have  been  a  very  fool- 
ifh fellow:  he  might,  neverthelefs, 
have  retained  fome  degree  of  can¬ 
dour  for  his  honourable  friend,  who 
had  not  yet  received  the  new  lights 
with  which  he  was  fo  marvelloufly 
illuminated. 

Mr.  Fox  faid  he  had  always  dif- 
liked  univerfal  reprefentation  as 
much  as  the  chancellor  of  the  ex¬ 
chequer  $  but  that  diflike  was  no 
reafon  for  charging  it  with  more 
mifchief  than  was  fairly  imputable 
to  it.  It  had  not  been  the  caufe, 
as  the  right  honourable  gentleman 
had  alleged,  of  all  the  evils  in 
France.  That  nation,  after*  do- 
ing  great  honour  to  itfelf  by  (bak¬ 
ing  off  its  old  intolerable  defpotifm, 
had  fincebeen  governed  by  councils 
generally  unwife,  and  often  wicked. 
But  what  had  this  to  do  with  our 
reform  ? 

He  then  proceeded  to  confider 
the  conduCt  of  the  houfe  fince  the 
American  war.  When  the  India 
bill  which  he  had  the  honour  to 
propofe  was  loft,  was  it  becaufe  the 
bill  was  unpopular  ?  By  no  means. 

4.  Whatever  odium  had  been  after¬ 
wards  excited  again!!  it,  the  people 
then  had  expreffed  no  difapproba- 
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tion.  The  right  honourable  gen 
tleman  (Mr.  Pitt)  had  no  hand  ! 
its  defeat ;  for,  ready  and  able  3 
he  was  to  fpeak  againft  it,  it  paffe< 
the  houfe  of  commons  by  a  grea 
majority.  By  whom  then  was  i 
thrown  out  ?  Let  the  merit  b! 
given  to  thofe  to  whom  it  belongei 
—it  was  thrown  out  by  certaii 
bedchamber  lords,  aCting  under  th 
direction  of  thofe  who  had  accel 
to  advife  the  king.  The  difmiflioi 
of  the  miniftry  followed  the  rejec 
tion  of  the  bill,  and  the  houfe  0 
commons  adhered  to  the  difcardet 
minifters.  He  concluded  by  callin' 
the  objection  to  the  time  forreforr 
a  fallacy,  a  mere  pretext  for  puttin' 
off  what  the  houfe  could  not  hel] 
feeing  to  be  neceffary,  but  felt  un 
willing  to  begin. 

The  houfe  divided  ;  for  referring 
the  petitions  to  a  committee  41 
againft  it  282. 

The  next  fubjeCt  we  have  to  no 
tice,  is  a  bill  for  the  relief  of  th 
Roman  catholics  of  Scotland. 

The  lord  advocate  of  Scotland 
on  the  2 2d  of  April,  dated,  tha 
his  majefty’s  catholic  fubjeCts  ii 
Scotland  were  at  prefent  incapa 
citated  by  law  either  from  holding 
or  tranfmitting  landed  property 
and  were  liable  to  other  very  fever 
reft riCt ions,  which  could  not  nov 
be  juftified  by  any  necefiity  or  ex 
peck’ency  ;  and  therefore  moved 
“  That  leave  be  given  to  bring  ii 
a  bill  to  relieve  perfons  profeffin^ 
the  Roman  catholic  religion,  fron 
certain  penalties  and  difabilities  im 
pofed  on  them  by  aCts  of  parlia 
ment  in  Scotland,  and  particular!} 
by -an  aCt  of  the  8  th  of  king  Wil 
iiam.” 

The  following  day  the  houfe  re- 
folved  itfelf  into  a  committee  or 
the  above  motion.  ^  After  the  lord 
advocate  of  Scotland  had  particu 
larized  the  feveral  grievances  undei 
which  the  perfons  in  queftion  la- 
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loured  on  account  of  their  religion, 
e  concluded  by  moving,  “  That 
he  chairman  Ihould  be  directed  to 
tiove  the  houfe  for  leave  to**bring 
n  a  bill  requiring  an  oath  of  abju- 
ation  and  declaration  from  his  ma¬ 
dly  VRoman  catholic  fubjedts  in 
!cotland.,, 

Colonel  Macleod  heartily  con- 
ur red  with  the  humane  efforts  of 
he  learned  lord  ;  and  the  quedion 
leing  put,  it  was  carried  unani- 
loufly. 

On  the  25th  of  April  this  bill 
ras  read  a  fird  time,  and  foon  after¬ 
wards  paifed  through  the  other 
tages  without  oppofition. 

Tuefday,  the  14th  of  May,  the 
loufe  of  lords  went  into  a  com- 
littee  on  the  above  bill. 

The  duke  of  Norfolk  wifhed  to 
;ive  to  the  Roman  catholics  of 
Scotland  the  fame  privileges  which 
tad  been  very  properly  allowed  to 
he  catholics  in  Ireland  ;  he  there- 
ore  moved,  “  That  a  catholic,  hav- 
lg  a  legal  qualification,  Ihould  have 
right  to  vote  for  members  of  par- 
ament,  and  that  catholic  Deers 
hould  have  a  right  to  vote  at  elec- 
ions  of  peers  in  Scotland. ”  This 
notion  was  negatived  ;  and  the  bill 
tailed  through  this  and  its  other 
lages  without  much  debate. 

In  the  courfe  of  the  fellion  an 
effort  was  made  to  relieve  the  cities 
>f  London'  and  Wedminfter  from 
he  heavy  taxes  upon  coals  which 
ire  paid  by  the  inhabitants  of  the 
netropolis.  Independent  of  the 
mmenfe  revenue  wfijch  was  affigned 
>y  Charles  the  fecond  to  his  fpu- 
ious  ilfue,  to  be  levied  on  the  im¬ 
portation  of  that  article  in  the  port 
if  London,  and  which  is  now  en- 
oyed  by  the  duke  of  Richmond, 
tnd  independent  of  other  duties, 
imounting  in  the  whole  to  5s.  per 

*  We  have  ventured  to  prefix  this  epithet 
but  hopes. 
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chaldron  ;  in  the  reign  of  queen 
Anne,  a  moll  impolitic  and  oppref- 
five  addition  was  made  to  this  article 
of  33.  per  chaldron,  for  a  limited 
time,  for  the  purpofe  of  building 
fifty  new  churches.  The  tax  how¬ 
ever  was  continued  long  after  the 
local  reafon  for  it  had  entirely 
ceafed,  and  long  after  all  the  ex- 
pences  of  building  the  churches  had 
been  entirely  defrayed.  Again# 
the  continuance  of  fo  opprellive  a 
tax,  fo  unequal  in  its  operation,  fo 
injurious  to  the  trade  and  manufac¬ 
tures  of  the  metropolis,  the  cities 
of  London  and  Wedminfter  pre- 
fented  petitions  :  and  certainly,  if 
we  confider  the  operation  of  the 
tax,  and  that  it  chiefly  affedts  the 
poofell  and  mod  miferable  of  the 
inhabitants,  and  in  an  article  not; 
only  elfential  to  comfort,  but  to 
health,  humanity  mull  have  wilhed 
fuccefs  to  fo  reafonable  an  expec¬ 
tation.  • 

On  the  13th  of  March  the  mat¬ 
ter  was  brought  before  the  houfe  of 
commons;  but  the  miriifter  appear¬ 
ed  fo  infatuated  with  his  military 
projects,  fo  involved  in  the  purfuit 
of  the  hopeful  *  war  in  which  he, 
was  engaged,  that  he  declared  he 
could  not  agree  to' the  remillion  of 
any  part  of  the  tax,  though  the  re¬ 
venue  which  it  produced  did  not 
exceed  130,000!,  per  annum. 

One  of  the  mod  lingular  cir- 
cumdances  attending  the  agitation 
of  this  quedion  was,  that,  on  the 
fird  appearance  of  oppofition  from 
the  minider,  alderman  Curtis,  who 
had  undertaken  to  prefect  and  fup- 
port  the  petition  of  his  epndituents, 
abandoned  the  meafure,  by  declar¬ 
ing  that  his  copdltuents  were  not 
fanguine  in  their  expedl&tions  on 
this  fubjecl. 

Mr.  Fox  fupported  the  petitions 
,  becaufe  hitherto  it  has  produced  no.thhtg 

I  * 
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with  his  ufual  ability,  and  faid.  he 
had  no  authority  from  his  conftitu- 
erits  to  make  a  declaration  fimilar 
to  that  of  the  worthy  magiftrate. 
He  did  not  conceive,  that,  becaufe 
they  had  for  many  years  fubmitted 
to  pay  an  unjuft  and  unreafonable 
tax,  they  therefore  fhould  buf¬ 
fer  the  injuftice  and  oppreffion  to 
continue  for  ever,  without  making 
their  complaint.  As  to  the  mini- 
11  er’s  obfervation  of  being  at  war, 
the  arifwer  was  clear.  The  peti¬ 
tioners  prefented  their  petition  laft 
fehion,  when  the  chancellor  of  the 
exchequer  calculated  upon  15  years 
peace.  Mr.  Fox  faid  the  duty  was 
a  local  duty,  appropriated  for  a 
time  to  a  local  purpofe  :  that  it  had 
been  changed  afterwards  to  a  pub¬ 
lic  purpofe,  after  the  local  one  was 
at  an  end,  was  an  a&  of  injuftice 
which  no  time  can  ever  fanbtion. 
It  was  not  only  a  hardfliip  on  the 
inhabitants  of  London,  but  upon  all 
thofe  who  were  fupplied  with  coals 
from  the  port  of  London,  and  who 
had  no  intereft  whatever  in  the  ori¬ 
ginal  creation  of  the  tax  ;  for  in- 
ftance,  Oxford,  Surrey,  arid  other 
counties.  Mr.  Fox  added,  “  that 
a  drilling  addition  upon  all  places , 
or  perhaps  ninepence,  would  anfwer 
this  duty.” 

A  tax  upon  places  was  no  fooner 
mentioned,  than  Mr.  George  Rqjfe 
vehemently  oppofed  the  motion  for 
repealing  the  tax  upon  coals.  Mr. 
Sheridan  fupported  the  motion  ; 
and  lord  William  Ruflel  exprefied 
his  furprife  at  hearing  from  adder- 
man  Curtis,  that  the  citizens  of 
London  werp  pot  fanguine  in  this 
tyufinfcfs,  fi nee  all  whom  he  had  con- 
verfed  with  were  extremely  defirous 
that  attention  ftiould  be  paid  to  the 
fubjefl  ;  and  his  conftituents  had 
fuch  hopes  of  fuccefs,  that  they  did 
vdot  eren  expeff  the  motion  to  be 
oppofed.  At  length,  on  a  divifton, 
there  appeared — For  committing 

*  ft?  ‘ 
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the  petition,  only  3  j-^-AgainftJtiv; 

77-  .  ...  ■■ 

The  inhabitants  of  the  north  of 

Scotland  were  more  fuccefsful  in 
a  fimilar  application,  through  Mr, 
Dundas  ;  a  bill  having  been  car* 
ried  through  the  houfe  for  taking 
off  the  duty  on  coals  carried  coaft- 
wife,  as  far  as  refpefted  that  part 
of  Great  Britain.  When  this  bill 
palled  the  houfe,  Mr.  alderman 
Anderfon  alluded  to  the  hardfhips 
under  which  the  citizens  of  London 
laboured,  “  on  account  of  the  heavy 
duty  they  pajd  for  coals,  being 

EIGHT  SHILLINGS  and  FOUR- 
PENCE  per  chaldron  more  than  was 
paid  by  any  other  perfons.J> 

On  the  recommendation  of  fir 
John  Sinclair,  towards  the  clofe  of. 
the  feftion,  3000I.  per  annum  was 
voted  by  the  houfe  of  commons  for 
the  eftablifhment  of  a  board  of 
agriculture.  It*would  be  uncandid 
to  anticipate  the  queftion  how  far 
fuch  an  inftitution  is  likely  to  pro* 
mote  the  truly  important  object  for 
which  it  was  intended  ;  we  have 
only  to  fay,  that  we  truft  this  infti- 
tution  will  not  be  perverted  into  a 
mere  expedient  for  enabling  thg.. 
miniftry  to  provide  for  mendicant 
authors,  who  may  enlift  in  their, 
fervice,  or  to  gratify  their  depend¬ 
ants  with  finecure  places.  Indeed 
the  true  means  of  promoting  the 
induftry,  and  of  improving  the 
agriculture  of  the  kingdom,  are 
fi  triple  and  eafy  to  be  underftood. 
It  is  by  avoiding  war,  by  leffening 
the  public  burthens,  and  by  de- 
creafing  thofe  'taxes  in  particular 
which  lie  heavy  ©n  the  poor,  that, 
agriculture  is  to  be  encouraged,  and 
the  people  rendered  flpuriftung  and 
happy. 

Mr.  George  Rofe,  whom  we 
have  juft  had  occafton  to  mention, 
incurred  fome  cenfure^  in  the  houfe 
of  commons,  by  fupporting,  and, 
we  apprehend,  introducing,  a  bill: 

refpe&ingj 
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refpe&mg  the  tythe  of  hops  in  the 
townlhip  of  Farnham.  In  the 
courfe  of  a  debate  on  this  bill  on 
the  5th  V  June,  the  attorney  gene¬ 
ral  fir  John  Scott  declared,  that 
“  this  bill  was  the  moll  monftrous 
piece  of  opprefiion,  tyranny,  ille¬ 
gality,  and  inju/Tice  he  ever  heard 
of — its  equal  he  was  fare  was  not  to 
be  found  in  the  annals  of  parlia¬ 
ment  ;  and  he  fhould  have  been 
alhamed  of  himfelf  if  he  did  not 
enter  his  moll  folemn  proteft  againll 
its  principle,  as  tending  to  fhake  all 
the  protection  which  an  individual 
could  have  to  his  property  in  a  free 
Hate  againll  the  moll  odious  and 
deteftable  a£ls  of  tyranny.  The 
folicitor  general  expreffed  the  fame 
fentiments,  and  in  the  courfe  of  his 
fpeech  obferved,  that  he  was  an¬ 
xious  his  name  Ikould  not  appear  as 
a  party  to  this  robbery .  Sir  Wil¬ 
liam  Scott  conveyed  his  fenfe  alfo 
againll  the  bill,  in  terms  of  equal 
warmth  and  reprehenfion, ;  as  did 
alfo  Mr.  Burton,  who  obferved,  that 
there  were  no  epithets  of  reproach 
in  the  Englifii  language  that  were 
not  diredlly  applicable  to  the  prin¬ 
ciple  of  the.  bill.” 

A  petition  was  prefented  to  the 
houfe  of  lords  on  the  18th  of  April 
from  Mr.  Haftings,  complaining  of 

the  enormity  of  the  delays  which 
have  attended  his  long-protrafted 
trial;”  and  earnellly  entreating 
that  their  lordfhips  would  adopt 
fuch  means  as  might  feem  cal" 
culated  to  accomplilh  the  end  which 
the  petitioner  fo  anxioufiy  folicited, 
viz.  a  clofe  of  the  trial  during  the 
prefent  fefiion  of  parliament.  Mr, 
Haftings  had  addreffed  the  court  on 
the  27th  of  February  to  the  fame 
effefl ;  but  the  bufinefs  was  not 
brought  to  any  conciufion  during 
the  fefiion. 

While  thefe  affairs  were  tranfafl- 
ing  in  the  Britifh  parliament,  that 
Lf  Ireland  was  engaged  ip  a  pro¬ 


ceeding  which  called  for  the  utmoll 
exertion  of  liberality  on  their  part : 
it  was  no  lefs  than  the  reftoration 
of  the  Roman  catholic  fubjedts  of 
that  kingdom  to  their  natural  rights 
as  men  and  a?  citizens.  As  the 
progrefs  of  this  affair  has  been  re¬ 
lated  with  apparent  accuracy  by  a 
Roman  catholic  writer,  who  feems 
well  acquainted  with  the  whole 
tranfadlion,  we  apprehend  it  will 
be  only  ailing  with  that  impar¬ 
tiality  which  we  always  wilh  to 
make  the  rule  of  our  conduct,  to 
prefent  our  readers  with  his  narra¬ 
tive  in  his  own  word'Si 

The  bill  was  brought  in  early  in. 
March  by  Mr.  fecretary  Hobart, 
u  which  (fays  Mr.  Plowden)  be  - 
fpoke  it  to  have  been  firff  framed 
and  modelled  according  to  ^he 
wiffies  and  intentions  of  govern¬ 
ment,  who  certainly  could  after¬ 
wards  be  no  more  refponfible  for 
the  fetters  with  which  it  was  clog¬ 
ged  in  its  progrefs  through  the 
houfes,  than  for  any  other  meafure 
which  is  carried  by  a  decided  ma¬ 
jority  of  a  free  and  independent 
parliament.  After  the  honourable 
and  paternal  recommendation  from 
the  throne  of  the  cafe  of  his  ma- 
jefty’s  Roman  catholic  fubjecls,  a 
very  different  exprefiion  was  to  be 
traced  in  the  features  of  the  public, 
than  what  was  obfervable  during 
the  preceding  fefiions.  It  is  to  be 
remarked,  for  the  fair  underftanding 
of  this'  notable  aft  of  legiflative 
juft  ice,  even  at  a  time  which  Mr. 
Burke  did  not  fee  fo  peculiarly  fa¬ 
vourable  to  the  ext  erf  ion  of  civil  free¬ 
dom ,  that  the  Roman  catholic  body 
(which  they  themfelves  affert  to 
confift  of  3,500,000  perfons)  had 
in  their  firft  exertions  entrufted  the 
mode  and  management  of  their  ap¬ 
plication  for  relief  to  lord  Kenmare, 
and  about  threefqore  gentlemen  of 
landed  property,  who  were,  or  at 
leaft  were  fuppofed  t»o  be,  under  his 
I  4  direction 
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direction  and  influence.  The  flow 
progrefs  which  was  made  towards 
the  attainment  of  their  emancipa¬ 
tion  under  this  commiflion,  was  at¬ 
tributed  by  the  body  at  large  ti>  the 
want  of  judgment,  firmnefs,  and 
energy  in  thofe  who  had  under¬ 
taken  it.  The  a  ft  in  favour  of  the 
Roman  catholics,  which  was  boafted 
to  have  been  lately  procured, by  the 
influence  of  thefe  gentlemen,  ex¬ 
tended  only  to  the  right, of  catho¬ 
lics  taking  apprentices  and  of  keep¬ 
ing  fchools,  the  power  of  proteftants 
intermarrying  with  catholics,  and 
of  catholics  being  called  to,  the  bar; 
a  removal  certainly  of  fome  hnrd- 
flflps,  to  which  fome  or  the  body 
were  certainly  expofed.  But  it  left 
about  their  necks  the  mikftone  of 
flavery,  the  want  of  the  elective 
franchife  and  fair  trial  hy  jury  : 
without  thefe  all  buoyancy  in  the 
element  of  freedom  was  impoflible. 
Tide  body  at  large  felt  an  aggrava¬ 
tion  of  their  difappointment  after 
the  palling  of  this  a£fe  which  af¬ 
fected  lo  few  of  them,  in  the  infiilt 
of  being  called  upon  for  a  vote  of 
thanks  to  the  indulgent  legiflature 
for  the  liberal  boon  ;  which  was 
notwithstanding,  both  in  and  out 
of  parliament,  hinted  and  fometimes 
exprefsly  afferted  to  have  been  a  bill 
granted  to  fixty -eight  addrefling 
gentlemen,  not  to  three  millions 
of  opprefled  people.  Hence  ori¬ 
ginated  the  inea fares  of  colledting- 
'the  full  fenfe  of  the  catholic  body 
by  delegates  from  each  county,  and 
of  applying  no  more  to  the  qaftje, 
but  immediately  to  the  fource  of 
^nercy  and  juilice,  to  the  conimon 
father  of  his  people.  They  con¬ 
fided  with  reafon,  that  his  majefty’s 
ear  woiikl  be  ever  open  to  hear  the 
complaints,  arjd  his  heart  difpofed 
to  3  elieve  the  fufferings,  of  his  affec¬ 
tionate  and  loyal  fubjedts,  I  can¬ 
not  Jo  juflly  exprefs  the  fpirit  and 
views  with  which  the  Roman  ca¬ 


tholics  proceeded  In  their  efforts  to 
attain  this  revival  of  their  liberty, 
as  in  the  words  of  the  gentleman 
who  was  the  mod  adtive  in  deviling 
and  profecuting  the  means. of  their 
attaining  it  ;  in  thefe  we  fliall  not 
only  read  the  fads  and  circum- 
ftances,  but  we  fliall  alfo  learn  the 
imprelflon  which  they  made  upon 
the  body  itfelf.  Mr.  Keogh,  a 
man  of  that  ftron£  and  firm  mind, 

Cn  F 

which  could  cherith  and  improve 
the  true  fpirit  and  ideas  of  civil 
freedom  in  the  deprivation  of  all  its 
enjoyments,  was  deputed  to  En¬ 
gland  to  negotiate  an  opening  to 
their  future  meafures  :  and  when 
upon  his  return  to  Ireland,  he  met 
his  brethren  at  their  convention  ia 
Dublin,  amongd  other  things  mod 
worthy  of  attention  and  conlidera- 
tionKhe  faid  : 

“  It  would  be  tedious  to  relate 
the  various  druggies  of  the  catho¬ 
lics  of  Ireland  to  prefent  to  parliav 
ment  their  petition  :  that  numerous 
and  didreffed  body  could  not  find 
aecefs,  and  this  too  was  a  new  tri¬ 
umph  to  thofe  in  whom  we  ufed  to 
confide.  What  fliall  we  think  of 
that  man,  who  might  be  adored  by 
three  millions  and  a  half  of  people, 
who  might  be  of  the  utrhoft  im¬ 
portance  in  the  date,  and  even  to 
our  gracious  monarch,  by  the  con- 
fidence  of  the  people  ;  yet  was  con¬ 
tented  to  defeend  from  that  dation, 
in  order  to  drut  at  a  levee,  the  con¬ 
tempt  of  every  fpirited.man,  to  live 
defpifed,  and  die  negledted,  and  to 
have  his  name  only  known  to  pos¬ 
terity  as  the  enemy  and  traitor  to 
the  catholics  of  Ireland  ?  The  date 
of  the  catholics  was  indeed  melan¬ 
choly — no  ray  of  hope  from  any 
quarter.  The  loyal  and  refpedtable 
and  fpirited  catholics  of  Cork, 
thofe  men  who,  though  borne  down 
by  the  penal  code,  when  hoflile 
fleets  were  on  the  coait,  came  for¬ 
ward  to'expofe  thefe  lives  in  defence 
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©f  their  country,  difdaming  then 
to  fpeak  of  relief ; — thefe  men  of¬ 
fered  an  humble  addrefs  to  the  pre- 
fent  lord  lieutenant,  in  which  they 
expreffed  a  hope  that  their  pail  con¬ 
duct  might  procure  them  feme  re¬ 
laxation  of  that  dreadful  code  of 
laws.  His  majefty’s  reprefenta- 
tive  in  this  kingdom  declined  to 
receive  this  humble  expreffion  of 
loyalty,  becaufe  it  was  accompanied 
with  a  hope  of  relief.  A  fecond 
application  was  made — a  deputation 
'  waited  on  the  fecretary  with  the 
penal  laws,  and  humbly  entreated 
fome  relaxation  from  any  part  of 
•that  dreadlul  code  :  this  application 
never  was  honoured  with  anv  an- 

j  . 

fwer  whatsoever.  Speaking  of  the 
penal  code,  I  mnft  digrefs  to  lay, 
it  was  a  fketch  that  was  prefen  ted 
to  the  fecretary,  and  we  now  find  a 
very  imperfedt  one.  For  a  late 
'publication,  4  The  Digeft  of  the 
Popery  Laws,*  the  united  Irifhmen, 
'and  their  refpedlable  chairman  the 
honourable  Simon  Butler,  demand 
our  warmeit  gratitude.  I  own, 
feeling  as  I  did,  reflraint  and  difa- 
bility  on  every  fide,  our  rich  de¬ 
graded,  and  our  poor  oppreffed,  yet 
rny  idea  of  that  dreadful  fyflern  was 
irnperfedt  until  I  faw  that  publica¬ 
tion.  But  to  return  to  the  fubjedt: 
every  application  failing  here,  the 
catholics,  proftrate  without  hope  ; 
•  the  general  committee  thought  it  a 
duty  they  owed  their  fovereign  to 
endeavour,  through  his  confidential 
'  fervants,  to  make  known  their  fltu- 
ation,  to  try  that  laft  effort  before 
•'  they  fhould  rdign  their  truft,.  and. 
■  tell  the  catholics  of  Ireland,  that 
the  refult  of  all  their  loyalty  and 
exertions  to  obtain  a  refforation  to 
J;he  common  advantages  of  the  fo- 
cial  condition,  was  defpair,  total 
and  unqualified  defpair.  Accord¬ 
ingly  one  of  their  body  was  de¬ 
puted  to  go  to  London  in  Septem¬ 
ber  laft  5  there  an  application  copi- 
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menced,  and  continued  till  Chrift- 
mas,  in  which  the  perfon  deputed 
received  the  exertions  and  able  af- 
fiftance  of  a  refpedfc able  gentleman 
well  knoivn  to  tMem  (Mr.  R. 
Burke).  From  the  appearance  of 
this  negotiation  there  was  every 
reafon  to  expert,  that  although  a 
great  and  vail  catalogue  of  reltric- 
tions  would  be  retained,  yet  fuffi- 
cient  would  be  removed  to  afford 
protedHon  to  all  the  claffes  of  our 
people,  to  our  houfelefs  peafantry, 
to  give  a  pledge  of  future  benefits, 
and  to  render  it  unanimoufiy  and 
fincerely  grateful.  The  objects 
were,  the  bar  without  reflridiion  ; 
high  fheriffs  and  magillracy  in 
counties  and  grand  juries,,  and  a 
lhare  in  the  eledfive  franchife.  Our 
applications  were  favourably  attend¬ 
ed  to,  and  we  had  flattered  ourfelves 
all  decided  in  our  favour. 

4 4  In  th  is  ftage  of  the  bufinefs, 
when  the  negotiation  was  carried 
on  three  months— when  it  was  juft 
clofed— a  certain  noble  lord,  who 
had  ufed  every  effort  for  four  years 
to  keep  us  back— dreading  led  the 
people  fnould  be  relieved  notwith-' 
Handing  his  eondudf,  then  came 
forward  to  promote  that  famous  ad¬ 
drefs — -and  to  induce  th t  fixty-etght 
to  fubferibe,  many  of  whom  were 
totally  ignorant  of  the  negotiation 
going  on -at  the  foot  of  the  throne. 

44  Thus  Hands  our  obligation  to 
thefe  gentlemen  and  to  the  bill, 
with  which  the  promptitude  and 
obfequioufnefs  of  their  loyalty  have 
been  rewarded. 

44  It  mult  be  faid,  indeed,  on 
their  behalf,  that  they  were  pro- 
inifed  a  bill  to  contain  much  greater 
benefits.  Flow  were  they  treated  ? 
r— -An  outcry  was  fet  on  foot,  by 
men  under  influence  of  the  caftle, 
again  ff  our  relief.  Thefe fixty -eight 
dupes  were  told,  4  Gentlemen, you 
fee  there  is  a  great  outcry,  we  can¬ 
not  d-o  what  we  proof  fed-*  we  can 
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only  now  open  the  law,  and  that 
with  many  and  degraded  reftric- 
tions. — I  believe  the  other  objects 
contained  in  the  bill  will  not  be 
much  infilled  on.’ 

“  Having  Hated  Tome  pall  trans¬ 
actions,  I  now  come  to  what  is 
more  pleading  —  that  is,  to  Hate  my 
opinion,  that  the  time  is  not  remote 
when  we  Shall  meet  to  join  with 
heart  and  voice  in  the  fincereft  gra¬ 
titude  to  parliament  and  to  govern¬ 
ment.  However  unfavourable  fome 
things  appear,  I  am  perfuaded  it  is 
not  intended  to  doom  you  to  fla- 
very,  and  that  a  wife  government 
wiil  adopt  the  patriotic  meafure  of 
reftoring  you  to  the  conllitution  of 
your  country. 

<f  When  that  day  arrives,  and  it 
will  foon  arrive,  you  will  then  prove 
your  juft  and  unfeigned  gratitude 
to  your  deliverers,  to  government, 
to  the  legiflature,  to  the  illuftrious 
men  who  efpoufed  your  caufe  in 
parliament — to  the  virtuous,  pa¬ 
triotic,  and  enlightened  citizens  of 
Belfaft — the  firft  (let  it  never  be 
forgotten)  who  came  forward  in  a 
body,  to  apply  to  parliament  for 
our  relief. 

“  While  we  pretend  to  honour, 
gratitude,  or  virtue,  or  have  any 
claim  to  freedom,  let  this  live  in. 
our  memory,  and  be  imprinted  on 
the  memories  of  our  children. 

“  To  Derry  we  owe  much: 
their  decifions,  though  more  limit¬ 
ed,  yet  were  honourable*  teftimonies 
of  their  good  will;  and  exprefiions 
of  their  fentiments  in  the  previous 
debate,  breathed  liberal  and  manly 
principles. 

“  My  reafon  for  thinking  the 
time  of  deliverance  approaches,  is, 
that  it  is  impoffible  on  any  other 
principle  to  account  for  the  conduCt 
obferved  towards  us.  The  pro¬ 
ceedings  of  thofe  who  made  the 
penal  code  were  confiftent  and  fyf- 
temjjtie  ;  they  might  be  unjuft  and 


cruel,-  but  they  aCted  like  men  who 
had  a  plan.  When  they  deprived 
us  of  liberty,  they  alfo  doomed  Us 
to  ignorance,  and  prevented  our  re¬ 
ceiving  education  at  home,  or  dar¬ 
ing  to  receive  it  abroad. 

u  Indeed  they  went. a  little  far¬ 
ther,  or  rather  laid  the  foundation 
for  our  disfranchifement  by  the  fur- 
render  of  their  own  liberties.  The 
plan  was  but  the  more  fyftematic. 
But,  as  things  ftand  at  prefent,  un- 
lefs  our  emancipation  is  intended, 
all  is  incongruous. 

“  Why,  in  God’s  name,  year 
after  year,  were  the  eloquence  and 
abilities  of  Ireland  exerted  in  giving 
lectures  in  College-green  (reduced 
into  pradtice  by  the  eftablifiiment 
of  an  independent  legiflature) — to 
prove  tlm  blefiings  of  liberty,  and 
the  curfe  of  flavery  ? 

“  And,  left  we  fliould  miftake, 
both  are  defined :  we  are  told,  that 
flavery  confifts  in  being  governed 
by  laws  to  which  we  do  not  con- 
fent  by  ourfelves  or  representatives. 

“  We  look  to  ourfelves  and  our 
expiring  peafantry,  and  fee  the 
truth  verified. 

“  They  tell  us,  taxation  and  re- 
prefentation  fhould  be  infeparable  : 
we  feel  the  effeCts  of  the  contrary* 
W e  are  told,  that  every  man  is 
born  free,  and  that  wealth,  nay  life 
itfelf,  is  not  worth  pofiefiing  with¬ 
out  liberty.  Wre  fee  indeed  the 
gentleman  who  ufed  thefe  very 
words  (one  of  the  firft  in  talents 
and  connections  of  this  country) 
vote  for  rejecting  our  petition  for 
the  right  of  franchife.  But  the, 
truth  is,  if  his  conduCt  be  incon- 
fiftent,  his  doCtrine  is  unqueftiona- 
ble,  and,  though  inftilled  with  lefs 
ability,  would  work  conviction.— - 
Every  catholic  in  Ireland,  whole 
library  only  extends  to  a  magazine 
or  an  old  newfpaper— reads  their 
beautiful  oratiogsr-we  are  to  a  man 
convinced* 
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c<  We  look  to  America — to 
France — to  the  Netherlands — to 
all  Europe— -and  afk  each  other. 
Why  is  it  that  we,  who  are  as 
faithful  fubjedts  as  any  king  in  Eu¬ 
rope  can  boaft — why  are  we  thus 
reduced  to  Jlavery  P  for  jlavery  it  is 
— as  defined  to  us  by  high  autho-, 
rity — -and  that  without  crim#.— * 
Why  have  our  equals,  our  inferi¬ 
ors,  our  tenants,  and  even  our  fer-  , 
vants,  privileges  which  are  denied 
us  ? 

“  Is  it  that  we  difagree  about 
the  elements  in  the  facrament  ? 
With  equal  juftice  might  the  Co- 
pernican  fydem  be  fet  up  and  fworn 
to  as  a  teft  for  civil  and  political 
liberty.  From  thofe  confiderations 
I  am  convinced,  that  it  is  npt  their 
intention,  nor  can  it  be,  to  doom 
you  to  a  perpetual  deprivation  of 
the  elective  franchife  :  were  it  fo, 
another  and  a  very  different  mode 
would  govern  the  conduct  of  our 
rulers. — They  continue  indeed  to 
I  talk  of  fomething  which  we  are 
|  told  is  to  exclude  us  from  the  con- 
j  dilution  for  ever,  and  which  they 
call  the  protejlant  afcendancy — 
which  they  affert  was  founded  on 
the  principles  of  the  revolution  of 
1688,  though  the  word  was  never 
heard  of  till  1792.”  ■■■«*• 

“  The  paternal  recommendation 
of  the  catholics’ cafe  from  the  throne 
operated  inflantaneoufiy  in  their 
favour.  The  general  good  and 
happinefs  of  the  kingdom,  conquer¬ 
ed  in  the  breads  of  moll  the  bias 
of  early  prejudices,  Intolerance 
and  oppreffion,  after  a  faint  drug¬ 
gie,  ceded  the  palm  to  liberality* 
reaibn,  and  judi.ce.  The  inveteracy 
however  of  fome  was  not  to  be 
!  overcome  even  in  the  agony  of 
their  defpair :  whatever  could  be 
faved  to  them  from  this  wreck  of 
!  their  monopoly,  they  fecured  by 
exceptions  from  the  broad  and  li- 


of  the  bill  held  out.  Some  of 
thefe  exceptions  were  admitted, 
others  were  rejedted.  It  is  curious 
to  obferve  to  what  a  degree  of  fub- 
limation  the  boon  of  the  granting 
claufe  is  refined  by  being  thrown 
iRto  the  alembic  of  exceptions,  in¬ 
troduced  to  rectify  the  fpirit  of  the 
bill.  This  enabled,  *  That  it  Ihall 
and  may  be  lawful  for  papids,  or 
perfotis  profeffing  the  popilh  or 
Roman  catholic  religion,  to  hold, 
exercife,  and  enjoy  all  civil  and  mi¬ 
litary  offices  and  places  of  truft  or 
profit  under  his  majedy,  his  heirs 
and  fucceffors,  in  this  kingdom.* 
However  liberally  the  capacity  of 
enjoyment  is  conceded  to  the  ca¬ 
tholics,  very  Angular  caution  has 
been  taken  to  cramp  tfie  liberality 
of  his  majedy  in  dealing  out  the 
favours.  For  it  is  particularly  en¬ 
abled,  that  nothing  in  the  a£t  {halt 
extend  to  enable  any  Roman  ca- 
tholic  to  fit  or  vote  in  either  houfe 
of  parliament,  nor  to  be  lord  lieute¬ 
nant,  lord  deputy  or  other  chief  go¬ 
vernor  of  the  kingdom,  lord  chan¬ 
cellor,  keeper  or  commiffioner  of 
the  great  feal  of  the  kingdom,  nor 
to  enjoy  a  feat  on  any  of  the  benches 
of  the  three  courts  of  record,  nor 
to  be  a  judge  of  the  high  court  of 
admiralty,  nor  mader  or  keeper  of 
the  rolls,  nor  fecretary  of  date, 
keeper  of  the  privy  feal,  vice  trea- 
furer  or  deputy  vice  treafurer,  teller 
and  cafhier  of  the  exchequer,  nor 
auditor  general,  lieutenant  or  go¬ 
vernor  or  cudos  rotulorum  of  coun¬ 
ties,  fecretary  to  the  lord  lieutenant, 
lord  deputy  or  other  chief  governor  of 
the  kingdom ,  nor  member  of  the 
privy  council,  nor  prime  ferjeant,  at¬ 
torney  general,  folicitor  general,  fe* 
cond  and  third  ferjeants  at  law,  nor 
king’s  counfel,  nor  maders  in  chan¬ 
cery,  nor  provod  or  fellow  of  Tri¬ 
nity  college,  nor  pod-mafter  gene¬ 
ral,  nor  mader  and  lieutenant  gene- 


beral  relief  which  the  firft  form  ral  of  the  ordnance,  nor  commander 
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in  chief  of  his  majcfly’s  forces,  nor 
a  general  on  the  ftaff,  nor  fheriff 
nor  fub-flierifF  of  any  county  ;  nor 
to  hold  any  office  or  employment 
of  trull  or  confidence  that  can  be 
eflablifhed  by  the  lord  lieutenant 
and  council  under  the  17th  and 
j8th  of  Charles  II.  Notwith¬ 
standing  this  tantalizing,  excluflon 
from  the  encouraging  rewards  of 
e.very  profeffion  and  calling  which 
were  now  opened  to  them,  the  Ro¬ 
man  catholics  were  gratefully  fenfi- 
ble  of  the  ineftimable  bleffings  they 
were  admitted  to  in  the  elective 
franchise ,  and  fair  trial  by  jury. 

(i  The  debates  upon  this  important 
fubjedl  were  too  copious  to  report, 
and  too  interefling  wholly  to  omit. 

X  fftall  therefore  notice  but  fuch 
parts  of  the  fpeeches  of  the  differ¬ 
ent  gentlemen  who  took  part  in 
them,  as  difclofe  or  confirm  the  de¬ 
tail  of  faefls  which  it  is  the  duty 
of  the  impartial  annalifl  to  record. 

♦‘The  fpuifc  and  dil'pofition  of  the 
chancellor  towards  the  body  of  the 
Roman,  catholics  cannot  be  fo  im¬ 
partially  known  as  from  his  own 
words  in  the  debate  upon  the  ad- 
drefs  to  the  throne.  They  will  alfo 
fpeak  for  thofe  who,  like  the  grand 
jurymen  of  the  counties,  could  be 
didlated  to  and  influenced  by  his 
authority.  ‘  I  did  not,*  faid  he, 

♦  expefl  that  any  fet  of  men  would 
have  dared  to  approach  the  throne 
with  a  grofs  and  malignant  decep¬ 
tion  upon  the  father  of  his  people. 
I  therefore  feize  this  firft  opportu¬ 
nity  to  reprobate  and  detefl  it.’ 
Then  in  a  very  long  and  heated 
philippic  againfl  the  body  and  doc¬ 
trines  of  the  Roman  catholics,  he 
added  :  *  If  any  man  can  be  fo 
wild  as  to  look  to  a  total  repeal  cf 
the  popery  laws  of  this  kingdom  ; 
if  any  man  can  be  fo  wild  as  to  de¬ 
ft  re  to  communicate  the  efficient 
power  of  a  free  proteflant  to  a 
great  majority  of  the  people  of  Ire¬ 


land  profeffing  thf  popifh  religion ; 

I  do  not  fcruple  to  fay,  that  it  is  ait 
abfurd  and  a  wicked  {peculation, 

I  am  fatisfied,  that  as  long  as  the 
nature  of  men  continues  to  be  what 
it  is,  it  is  utterly  impoffible  that  a  ! 
zealous  catholic  can  exercife  the  ei-  ; 
ficient  powers  of  government  in 
fupj&rt  of  a  proteflant  eilablifh- 
ment  in  Ireland,  or  in  fupport  of 
her  connection  with  the  proteflant 
empire  of  Great  Britain  ;  and  there¬ 
fore,  if  I  am  the  Angle  man  to  raife 
my  voice  againfl  fuch  a  project,  I 
will  refill  it.’ 

“  This  irritation  and  forenefs  of 
mind  upon  the  effects  of  the  catho¬ 
lics’  petition  to  the  throne  feem  to 
have  been  equally  felt  by  the  fpeaker 
of  the  houfe  of  commons,  though 
he  did  not  exprefs  himfelf  fo  ftrong- 
ly  upon  it  as  his  colleague  in  oppo- 
flng  the  Roman  catholic  claims. 
As  the  bill  proceeded,  it  was  indeed 
obferved,  that  the  oppofition  to  it 
was  not  fo  violent  and  determined 
even  from  the  chancellor,  as  upon 
the  firfl  agitation  of  the  queflion  : 
for  reports  after  this  were  rumour¬ 
ed,  that  doubts  had  been  conceived 
in  the  Britifn  cabinet  of  the  policy 
of  granting  the  feals  of  Ireland  to 
any  other  than  an  Englifhman  ;  and 
fome  extravagant  notions  began  to 
gain  credit  in  that  kingdom,  that 
the  acceptance  of  appointments  in¬ 
volved  a  call  of  concurrence  with 
the  wifhes  ©f  thofe  who  granted 
them. 

“  At  the  fecond  reading  of  the 
bill  in  the  commons,  the  right  ho¬ 
nourable  Mr.  Fofter,  after  apolo¬ 
gizing  for  breaking  filence,  undey- 
took  in  the  firfl  place  to  prove, 
that  the  conduft  of  the  grand  ju¬ 
ries,  in  declaring  againfl  the  admif- 
fion  of  the  catholics  to  the  particR 
pation  of  the  conilitution,  have  not 
only  been  proper ,  but  necejfary ,  and 
perfectly  conjiitutionaU  He  further 
laid,  *  Gentlemen  ,  have  thanked 
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the Unfit  minifter  for  this  meafure  ; 
he  could  not  thank  him  for  it, 
though  he  could  for  many  others  : 
from  his  foul  he  confidered  it  as  the 
prelude  and  certain  fore-runner  of 
the  overthrow  of  the  proteflant 
eflablifhment.  The  Britijh  miriifter 
was  the  jirjl  to  roufe  this  queJliony 
and  he  was  not  well  advifedd  He 
then  attributes  the  fall  of  the  coun¬ 
try  from  unknown  profperity  to 
the  prefent  date  of  alarm,  mifery, 
and  danger,  not  to  ‘  French  tranf- 
aclions  ;  they  have  not  been  felt 
here,  at  lead  not  till  very  lately  :  it 
arifes  from  the  fears  and  agitations 
into  which  this  kingdom  has  been 
thrown  by  the  roufing  and  fupport- 
ing  this  claim d  The  oppoiition  to 
the  bill  in  both  houfes  was  confined 
,  to  very  few;  live  or  fix  made  up 
the  formidable  number  in  the  com¬ 
mons  :  there  were  in  facl  but  two 
diffentient  voices  againfl  bringing 
in  the  bill;  and  in  the  lords,  the 
archbifhop  of  Caihell  alone  openly 
fupported  the  oppoiition  of  the 
chancellor  :  his  grace  had  commit¬ 
ted  himfelf  to  this-  oppoiition  by 
his  formal  declaration  in  the  houfe 
that  the  Roman  catholic  religion  was 
a  religion  of  knaves  and  fools .  The 
'  fame  principle  feemed  to  affefl  the 
whole  oppoiition  of  the  commons  ; 
for  Mr.  Ogle  exprefsly  faid,  that 
the  introduction  of  the  bill  was 
‘  the  mandate  of  the  Britilh  mini* 
Her.  Eel  that  miniller  make  his 
.  experiments  at  home,  where  he  mar 
be  fuppofed  to  know  fomething  of 
the  country*  Let  him  try,  will  an 
Englifh  parliament  abolilh  the  tell 
aCt  ?  He  knows  they  will  npt. 

,  Why  then  fhould  he  prefums  to 
direCt  the  proteflant  gentlemen  of 
Ireland  to  abandon  their  fituation 
in  the  Hate?’  This  fituation  was 
the  monopoly  of  the  whole  power 
of  the  country. 

(t  The  fituation  of  the  catholic 
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body  up  to  this  time  in  Ireland  was 
compendioufly  defcrlbed  by  Mr, 
Hardy  :  *  The  major  pait  of  the 
people  of  Ireland,  at  one  time  lean¬ 
ing  on  the  crown  for  fupport,  then 
looking  for  protection  from  fome 
enlightened  proteftants  ;  then  fol¬ 
lowing  fome  perfons  of  rank  of 
their  own  perfuafion,  then  fixing 
their  eyes  on  diffenters,  then  on 
both  houfes  of  parliament;  and 
after  all,  turning  their  backs  on  the 
miniilry  of  their  own  country,  anxl 
flying  to  the  foot  of  the  throne  for 
relief.’  Mr,  Egan,  after  having 
dated  that  he  had  formerly  pre- 
fented  a  loyal  and  dutiful  petition 
from  the  Roman  catholics  to  that 
houfe,  and  that  on  the  very  next 
day  the  adminift ration  had  expunged 
it  and  its  reception  fro?n  the  journals 
with  reviling  calumny  and  precipita¬ 
tion — 4  But,’  faid  he,  4  we  now 
hear, his  majefty  ’s  paternal  benignity 
and  liberality  recommending  from 
the  throne  thofe  complaints  which 
you  rejected  from  the  houfe  of  par¬ 
liament.  I  (ee  the  fovereign  of  his 
people  in  effeCt  the  vindicator  oF' 
my  conduCt,  the  reprover  of  his  ad- 
miniftration,  and  the  advocate  of 
his  cppreffed  fubjeCts.’  And  Mr. 
Cut  ran,  adverting  tp'thefe  very  cir- 
cum dances,  faid,  6  Their  petition 
was  rejected  by  thofe  who  called 
theipfelves  their  representatives : 
the  next  year  that  petition  paffed 
over  that  parliament,  and  approach¬ 
ed  the  throne.  Had  it  been  re¬ 
jected  there,  there  remained  only 
one  other  throne  for  mifery  to  in¬ 
voke  ;  and  from  that  laid  and  dread* 
ful  appeal  let  it  never  be  forgotten 
.by  Irifh  gratitude,  that  we  have 
been  faved  by  the  piety  and  com- 
paffion  of  the  father  of  fiis  people.* 
The  honourable  T.  H.  Hutchinfon 
faid,  4  He  would  not  flate  the  re- 
folutions  of  the  different  grand  ju- 
fies,  or  what  had  paffed  at  the  meet¬ 
ings 
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ings  of  feveral  of  the  counties  in 
confequence  of  this  plan  ;  but  would 
only  remind  the  houfe,  that  their 
general  tendency  went  to  form  a 
perpetual  bar  againft  the  catholic 
to  all  his  pleas  and  all  his  expecta¬ 
tions,  and  to  exclude  him  for  ever 
from  the  pale  of  the  conftitution. 
He  did  not  lament  thofe  proceed¬ 
ings,  becaufe  they  had  produced 
the  fcene  in  which  the  committee 
were  then  engaged  :  the  catholics, 
firm  in  the  purfuit  of  their  objed, 
had  not  yielded  even  to  the  autho¬ 
ritative  opinions  of  thofe  very  re- 
fpedable  bodies.  Too  bold  to  be 
intimidated,  and  too  proud  to  be 
coerced,  they  became  animated,  not 
awed ;  they  fought  protedion  at 
the  foot  of  the  throne,  and  had  re¬ 
turned  under  the  ftamp  of  the  royal 
recommendation,  \  through  whofe 
wife  and  benevolent  interpofition 
we  had  now  adopted  their  com¬ 
plaints.*  Befides  thefe  fpeakeis, 
Mr.  Grattan,  fir  Hercules  Lang- 
rifhe,  Mr,  Conolly,  Mr.  D.  Browne, 
major  Doyle,  the  provoft  of  the  col¬ 
lege,  Mr.  fecretary  Hobart,  and  fe¬ 
veral  others,  delivered  themfelves  in 
fentiments  of  the  moil  admirable 
humanity,  and  conftitutional  love 
and  zeal  for  their  country,  in  fa¬ 
vour  of  the  recommendation  from 
the  throne.  Dodor  Duigenan  al- 
moft  alone  vented  the  moil  embit¬ 
tered  horror  of  the  Roman  catholic 
religion  and  body,  that  could  be 
'^xpreffed  in  an  exaggerated  detail 
of  every  falfe,  fcandalous,  or  mali¬ 
cious  report  that  had  ever  been 
raifed  or  publiihed  againft  them. 
Such  however  was  the  liberality  of 
the  houfe,  as  to  be  little  affeded  by 
the  narrative. 

u  Before  this  bill  was  committed 
in  the  hoi*fe  of  lords,  the  lord 
/  chancellor,  though  his  firil  effer- 
vefcence  had  rather  cooled,  in  a 
fjpeech  of  confiderable  length  and 


of  uncommon  virulence  againft  the 
Roman  catholics,  pointedly  anim¬ 
adverted  on  their  pail  condud, 
which  he  endeavoured  to  prove  by 
a  long  ilatement  of  hiftorical  fads, 
ought  to  be  the  moil  powerful  in¬ 
ducements  to  the  houfe  to  rejed  all 
their  demands.  If  he  confented  to 
the  bill,  it  was  becaufe  the  fituation 
of  the  country  now  rendered  it  ne- 
cejfary.  He  then  endeavoured  to 
prove  that  the  religious  fury  and 
bigotry  of  papiils  in  Ireland  was 
now  as  great  as  it  ever  had  been  5 
and  that  there  was  a  moral  impof- 
fibility  for  proteftants  and  catholics 
to  agree  in  political  intereils.  He 
accufed  them  of  wiihing  to  annihi¬ 
late  the  prefent  fyfterh  of  reprefen- 
tation,  and  to  found  it  on  a  baftard 
king.  ‘  In  earlier  periods  of  go¬ 
vernment,’  faid  he,  6  the  Irifh  ne¬ 
ver  thus  loudly  complained  of  any 
one  Englifii  ad  of  oppreffion-. '  It 
was  of  late  the  prefent  moil  fan- 
taflical  idea  that  now  prevails  among 
them  had  its  birth,  lo  that  it  feem- 
ed  to  him  that  the  heavy  hatid  of 
God  was  at  this  time  ilretched  over 
the  land.  Every  one  now  looks 
upon  his  neighbour  with  a  jealous 
eye,  thinking  him  an  impediment 
in  his  own  way  to  power  and  pre¬ 
eminence. 7  The  archbifhop  of  Ca- 
fhell  vehemently  oppofed  both  the 
fpirit  and  principle  of  the  bill.  It 
was  however  ably  and  humanely 
fupported  by  other  prelates  on  the 
bench.  The -bill  was  paifed,  to  the 
general  joy  and  fatisfadion  of  the 
kingdom  at  large  ;  and  the  catholic 
delegates  prefented  an  addrefs  to 
his  majefty,  and  to  the  lord  lieute¬ 
nant,  exprefiive  of  their  gratitude  for 
its  having  paffed  into  a  law.  A- 
midft  the  general  and  peaceable  tes¬ 
timonies  of  the  public  joy  for  the 
emancipation  of  the  bulfc  of  the 
Irifh  nation,  the  corporation  of 
Dublin  granted  the  freedom  of 
N  their 
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their  city  to  Dr.  Dutgenan,  as  an 
honourable  teHimony  of  their  gra¬ 
titude  to  him  for  his  Heady,  zea¬ 
lous,  and  perfevering  oppofition  to 
the  bill  in  every  ftage  of  it*.” 

While  this  bill  was  in  agitation,  the 
peace  of  the  kingdom  fufferedsfome 
local  interruption  by  the  turbulent 
conduct  of  certain  infatuated  per- 
fons,  fuppofed  to  be  chiefly  of  the 
Roman  catholic  perfuafion,  who 
called  themfelves  defenders.  By 
the  palling  of  the  bill,  however, 
and  the  vigilance  of  the  magiHrates, 
tranquilbty  was  reftored  with  little 
bloodlhed,  and  without  the  odium 
of  profecution. 

In  the  courfe  of  the  Irilh  par¬ 
liamentary  fellion,  an  aft  was  palfed 
for  railing  a  militia  in  thal  king¬ 
dom  ;  a  meafure  which  was  at  firll 
received  with  fome  difcontent,  but 
was  at  length  fubmitted  to.  Two 
afts  were  alfo  palfed  analogous  to 
the  alien  and  traitorous  correfpond- 
ence  bills  in  England  ;  and  one  to 
prevent  the  eleftion  or  appointment 
of  unlawful  alfemblies,  under  pre¬ 
tence  of  preparing  or  prefenting 
public  petitions  or  other  addrelfes 
to  his  majefty  or  the  parliament. — 
On  the  fubjeft  of  this  a  ft,  an  intel¬ 
ligent  barriHer,  whom  we  have  often 
quoted,  thus  exprelfes  himfelf  f  : 
“  This  moil  extraordinary  aft  re¬ 
cites,  that  the  eleftion  or  appoint¬ 
ment  of  alfemblies  purporting  to 
reprefent  the  people  or  any  defcrip- 
tion  or  number  of  the  people,  under 
pretence  of  preparing  or  prefenting 
petitions,  complaints,  remon {tran¬ 
ces  and  declarations,  and  other  ad- 
drelfes  to  the  king,  or  to  both  or 
either  houfes  of  parliament,,  for  al¬ 
teration  of  matters  eftablifiied  by 
law,  or  redrefs  of  alleged  grievances 
in  church  and  Hate,  may  be  made 
ufe.of  to  ferve  the  ends  of  faftious 
and  feditious  perfons,  to  the  viola¬ 


tion  of  the  public  peace,  and  the 
great  and  manifeil  encouragement 
of  riot,  tumult,  and  diforder  :  and 
it  enafts  that  all  fuch  alfemblies, 
committees,  or  other  bodies  of  per- 
fons  eiefted,  a?  otherwife  con  Hi- 
tuted  or  appointed,  are  unlawful 
afiemblies :  and  that  all  perfons 
giving  or  publilhmg  notice  of  the 
eleftion  to  be  made  of  fuch  perfons 
or  delegates,  or  attending,  or  vot¬ 
ing,  or  afting  therein  by  any  means, 
are  guilty  of  a  high  mifdemeanor. 
The  aft  ends  with  a  declaration, 
that  nothing  in  it  lhall  beconHrued 
to  prevent  or  impede  the  undoubted 
tight  of  his  majeHy’s  fubjefts  to 
petition  the  king  or  parliament  for 
redrefs  of  any  public  or  private 
grievance. 

“  It  behoves  every  man  to  abflain 
from  irreverent  obfervations  upon  a 
public  aft  of  any  Iegiflature  to 
which  his  majeHy  has  given  his 
royal  confent.  This  aft  of  the  Irilh 
parliament  is  exprefsly  founded 
upon  the  pojjtbility  of  thofe  aftions 
being  abided,  which  are  thereby 
rendered  unlawful,  and  which  were 
therefore  lawful  before  its  palling. 
A  Britilli  fubjeft,  to  whom  they 
are  Hill  lawful,  may  be  allowed  to 
throw  out  fome  fe>v  remarks  upon 
the  nature  of  that  liberty  which 
Englilhmen  enjoy,  of  petitioning 
againH  grievances,  and  the  rights 
which  that  liberty  neceffarily  be- 
Hows.  The  example  of  a  HHer 
kingdom  .may  poiTibly  render  fomgf 
preventative  reflections  upon  the 
fubjeft  not  wholly  nugatory. 

It  always  was  the  undoubted 
fright  of  Englifhmen  to  petition 
the  king,  or  both  or  either  of  the 
houfes  of  parliament,  againH  any 
public  Or  private  grievance  :  this 
right  is  founded  in  the  very  elfence 
of  the  conflitutioji :  it  cannQt 
therefore  be  extinguilhed  without 


*  Plowdeu’s  Hiftory  of  the  laft  Twenty  Months,  p.  *£9.— -a 7?. 
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a  grievous  violation  of  the  confti- 
tution.  If  on  any  occafion  it  has 
been  found  neceflary  by  the  legifla- 
ture  to  impofe  certain  conditions 
upon  the  exercife  of  it,  they  were 
only  calculated  to  preferve  the  right 
itfelf  in  greater  lecurity.  Thus 
we  fee,  after  the  r.etloration  of 
Charles  II.  that  the  parliament 
were  of  opinion,  that  tumultuous 
and  Giber  d if  orderly  foliciting  and 
procuring  hands  by  private  perfons 
to  fuch  petitions  had  been  made  ufe 
of  to  ferve  the  ends  of  fadious 
perfons,  and  had  been  a  great  means 
of  .the  late  unhappy  wars,  corifu- 
fion,  and  calamities  in  the  nation. 
It  therefore  provided,  that  no  per- 
fon  ftould  procure  above  twenty 
names  to  any  one  petition  without 
the  confent  of  three  juftices,  or  of 
the  major  part  of  the  grand  jury  ; 
and  that  no  petition  ftould  be  ac¬ 
tually  prefentedbya  larger  number 
than  ten,  under  the  penalty  of  one 
hundred  pounds  ana  nine  months 
imprifonment.  .  Even  thefe  checks 
upon  the  exercife  of  this  right  were 
fojealoufly  viewed  by  the  nation, 
that  it  was  declared  by  fhe  bill  of 
rights  at  the  revolution,  that  it  is 
the  right  of  the  July  cits  to  petition  the 
king ,  and  all  commitments  and  profe - 
cations  for  fuch  petitioning  are  ille¬ 
gal. 

“  Where  the  end  is  lawful,  all  ne- 
cefiary  means  of  attaining  it  are 
tilfo  lawful.  The  fubjeds  of  Eng¬ 
land,  who  by  this  ad  of  i  William 
and  Mary,  have  a  general  unquali¬ 
fied  right  to  petition  the  crown, 
cannot  know  the  nature  of  a  public 
grievance  but  by  communication 
with  each  other  upon  the  fubjed : 
nor  can  this  be  had  without  affem- 
biing  or  meeting  ;  if  therefore  the 
meeting  of  any  number  of  fubjeds 
for  this  purpofe  were  to  be  declared 
an  unlawful  meeting ,  and  the  perfons 
fo  meeting  or  promoting  fuch  meet¬ 
ing  were  to  be  arrefted,  and  become 


guilty  of  a  high  mifde meaner,  Engr, 
liftmen  would  be  then  liable,  to 
commitments  and  profeeutions  for 
petitioning  the  king,  again!!  the 
exprefs  provision  of  the  bill  of 
rights.  The  drawing  up  and  fign- 
ing  of  the  petition  is  evidently  in¬ 
cluded  in  the  right  of  petitioning . 
To  render  the  inchoate  ad  unlaw¬ 
ful,  is  to  make  the  completion  of  it 
criminal. 

“  If  the  moftfacred  rights  of  Eng- 
liftmen,  that  can  only  be  exercifed 
by  the  affemblage  of  feveral  perfons, 
can  be  wrefted  from  them  upon  the 
bare  pojfbility  of  fome  mi  [chief  hap¬ 
pening  from  any  number  of  perfons 
meeting  together,  there  will  be  an 
end  of  their  conftitution,  and  they 
may  bid  an  everlafting  farewell 
to  all  the  rights  and  liberties  they 
now  enjoy.  However  it  may  b,e 
thought  by  fome,  that  in  Ireland 
licentioufnefs  is  of  nearer  kin  to  li-  , 
bertv  than  in  England,  we  Englifh- 
men  have  full  confidence  in  our  le-  . 
giflature,  that  the  peaceful  and  tem¬ 
perate  manner  in  which  we  have  for 
this >  lad  century  exercifed  that 
right,  ftall  not  ground  a  pretext  for 
depriving  us  of  it,  merely  becau-fc 
there  is  a  poftbility  of  our  abiding 
it  hereafter.  As  well  might  we  be 
deprived  of  the  right  ,  of  choofmg 
our  reprefentatives  in  parliament, 
becaufe  popular  eledions  may  be 
made  ufe  of  to  ferve  the  ends  of  fac - 
ft ou s  and  feditious  perfons ,  to  the  vio¬ 
lation  of  the  public  peace ,  and  the 
great  and  manifejl  encouragement  of 
riot ,  tumult  and  dif order” 

To  compenfate  to  the  people  in 
fome  degree  for  thefe  encroach* 
ments,  the  Irift  parliament  about 
the  fame  period  pafied  a  libpl  bill, 
limilar  to  that  of  Mr.  Fox  in  Eng¬ 
land  ;  they  alfo  granted  to  his 
majefty  a  civil-lift  eftabliftment  of 
225,000].  per  annum,  and  limited 
the  power  of  the  crown  to  grant 
pen  Fiona  to  8o,oo©l.  per  annum, 

and 
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nd  not  to  e'xfceed  i,20ol.  to  any  It  was  therefore  not  without  fur- 
ine  perfon,  except  of  the  royal fa -  prife  that  the  people  obferved  the 
iily .  The  allowance  for  fecret  fer-  fame  miniftry,  who  had  been  the 
ice  money  vyas  confined  to  5,ocol.  molt-  adtive  perfons  in  promoting 
ier  annum  ;  and  a  very  popular  adt  and  recommending-  the  meafure, 
vas  'alfo  conceded  to  the  willies  of  now  ordering  a  profecution  again  ft 
he  people,  for  excluding  certain  thole  who  held  fimilar  fentimenta 
lacemen  and  penfioners  from  the  with  themfelves,  “  Mr.  Muir,’* 
lotife  of  commons.  fays  a  refpedtable  writer,  whom  we 

The  formidable  reports  which  have  juft  had  occafion  to  quote,  • 
iad  been  induftrioufly  propagated  “  was  the  find  perfon  found  guilty 
if  plots  and  confpiracies,  had,  as  of  fcdition  for  the  part  he  had 
ve  have  already  feen,  excited  the  taken  at  different  meetings  con* 
nod  alarming  apprehenfions  in  the  vened  for  the  purpofe  of  bringing 
>eople  of  Great  Britain,  and  the  about  this  reform  :  he  was  fenten- 
ead  that  was  expedted  by  many  ced  by  the  court  to  be  tranfported 
vas,  that  the  fcaffolds  and  gibbets  beyond  the.  fas  to  fuch  place  as  hit 
vould  be  loaded  with  the  bodies  of  majefly ,  with  the  advice  of  his  privy 
hefe  defperate  and  dangerous  trai-  council ,  fhould  judge  proper ,  for  the 
ors  and  confpirators.  But  what  f pace  of  fourteen  years.  Mr.  Palmer 
vas  the  furprife  of  the  public  when  was  alfo  condemned  to  be  tranfpor  ted 
hey  found  the  whole  of  thefe  alarms  for  ffcvea  years,  for  a  fimilar  offence, 
erminate  in  the  profecution  of  a  The  feverity  of  thefe  fentences, 
lookfelier,  for  vending  Paine’s  which  it  is  to  be  prefumed  were 
lights  of  Man,  in  England  £ ;  and  intended  to  deter  people  frorp  pur- 
hat  of  two  gentlemen  in  Scotland,  fuing  the  fame  object,  did  not  pro- 
vho  had  appeared  as  adyocates  for  duce  the  effedt  which  was  intended 
i  parliamentary  reform  !  or  expedted.  Mr.  Muir  was  con- 

Whatever  may  be  our  own  fen-  veyed  in  the  dead  of  the  night 
iments  upon  this  fubjedt,  we  can-  on  hoard  a  king’s  (hip  in  Leith 
lot  buc  remember  that  the  project  roads.  Moll  of  the  locieties  in 
>f  a  parliamentary  reform  was  one  that  part  of  the  kingdom  immedi- 
>f  the  Jlepsy  by  which  the  prefent  ately  publifhed  declarations  of  their 
mnifter  afeended  to  power  ;  we  resolutions  to  perfevere  in  their 
:annot  but  remember  that  he  was  peaceable  endeavours  to  procure  a 
i  member  and  a  promoter  of  affo-  reform  of  the  abufes  of  which  they 
nations  for  that  very  purpofe  ;  that  complained.  The  amiable  qualities 
noil  of  his  colleagues  have  avowed  of  the  individuals  who  were  con- 
he  fame  principles,  and  in  times,  demned,  excited  a  general  iympathy 
ve  think,  the  moft  critical  and  for  their  fufferings  ;  and  the  gene- 
iangerous ;  and  that  >  the  wildell  ral  prediledtion  for  the  opinions 
heory,  in  our  opinion,  which  has  upon  parliamentary  reform,  to 
fet  been  offered  on  the  fubjed,  was  which  they  were  looked  upon  as 
hat  which  was  propofed  by  the  martyrs,  provoked  difeuffions  upon 
luke  off  Richmond  in  his  celebrated  the  very /jueftionf.” 
etter  to  colonel  Sharman.  Mr.  Muir  was  one  of  the  faculty 

*  We  ihould  have  mentioned  that  a  bill-fticker  was  alfo  condemned  to  Tome  months 
mprifonment ;  and  a  journeyman. tallow-chandler  committed  for  feditious  words.  Such 
Xfents  are  beneath  the  dignity  of  hiftory  ;  and  for  a  great  part  of  the  proceedings  of  our  , 
irefent  miniftry,  our  readers  muft  neceffarily  be  referred  to  our  Chronicle, 
at  ^lowden’s  Hiftory  of"  the  Lal^  Twenty  Moiitha,-.?.  369.  * 
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of  advocates,  and  was  tried  before 
the  high  court  of  judiciary,  at 
Edinburgh  ;  and  Mr.  Palmer  was 
a  member  of  the  univerfity  of  Cam¬ 
bridge,  but  was  fettled  as  a  dif- 
fenting  rtiinifter  at  Dundee*  where 
he  was  tried  before  the  circuit  court 
of  judiciary,  on  the  j  ^th  of  Sep¬ 
tember. 

It  was  proved  on  the  trial  of  Mf« 
Palmer,  that  he  was  not  the  author 
of  the  libel  for  which  he  was  in¬ 
dicted,  but  that  he  only  corrected 
it  and  ordered  it  to  be  printed.  It 
was  alfo  contended  in  vain,  with 
much  drong  argument  and  fair  re¬ 
ference  to  the  ftatutes*  that  the 
crime  with  which  both  of  the  gen¬ 
tlemen  in  quedion  were  charged, 
was  that  of  leafing  making ,  or  public 
libel ;  the  exprefs  punifhment  for 
which  is  preferibed  by  the  law  of 
Scotland  to  b tfint,  inlprifonment ,  or 
bajiijbment ,  under  which  lad  term 
the  punifhment  of  tranfportaiion 
could  not  be  included,  that  beinor  a 
punifhment  of  a  much  feverer  na¬ 
ture  than  fimple  banifhment,  MeB 
fieurs  Muir  and  Palmer  have  been 
fince  tranfportecl  to  Botany  Bay* 

Notdil'couraged  by  thefe  rigorous 
fentences,  fome  of  the  partifans  of 
parliamentary  reform  proceeded  in 
the  month  of  November  to  affemble 
at  Edinburgh,  in  what  they  chofe  to 
term  a  “  Britifh convention.”  The 
members  of  this  curious  affociatioft 
Were  neither  numerous  nor  refpeft- 
able,  and  the  circumdances  under 
which  they  affembled  were  fueh, 
that  on  the  firft  report  of  their  pro¬ 
ceedings  appearing  in  the  newfpa- 
pers,  men  of  fenfe  were  generally 
impreffed  with  the  idea,  that  the 
whole  was  a  fabrication  intended  to 
h^irlefque  the  reformers.  They  fa- 
luted  each  other  by  the  title  of 
citizen,  and  mingled  the  folemn  with 
the  sidiculous  in  fo  fingular  a  dyle, 


that  we  remember  the  time  whef 
the  whole  would  have  terminated 
in  a  harmlefs  laugh.  But  when  no 
thing* great  or  illudrious  marks  the 
conduct:  of  an  admin iflration,  the 
difperlion  of  a  fpouting  club,  oi 
the  profecutlon  of  an  alehoufe  af 
fociation,  are  important  achieve' 
ments. 

The  afdoiir  with  which  the  Bri- 


tifh  miniltvy  embarked  in  the  war 
againd  France  was  pr^fently  mani- 
feded  by  perhaps  the  mod  extraor¬ 
dinary-proceeding  that  ever  appear¬ 
ed  upon  record ;  and  this  was,  tc 
force  the  neutral  powers  to  unite  in 
the  combination  to  crufh  the  French 
republic. 

“  Our  ambaffador  at  Copenha¬ 
gen  (fays  Mr.  Plowden  entered 
into  a  correfpondence  of  argument 
with  count  Bernllorff,  the  minidei 
of  the  Danidi  cabinet,  upon  the 
^propriety  and  nectffity  of  their  en¬ 
tering*  into  the  armed  confederacy 
againil  France.  Hitherto  the  pru¬ 
dent  Dane  has  not  been  argued  out 


of  bis  neutrality  \  what  other  means 


may  hereafter  be  attempted  to  in¬ 
duce  or  force  him  from  it,  time  will 
difclofe. 

“  Therepublic  of  Genoa,  having 
large  property  in  France,  was  in¬ 
duced  to  obferve  the  drifted  neu¬ 
trality,  to  depart  from  which  would 
be  the  ruin  of  the  principal  citizens 
of  that  date.  The  government  it- 
felf  is  faid  to  receive  upon  loans  to 
France  the  annual  fum  of  1 ,400,000 
livres.  Notwithdanding  this,  Mr, 
Drake,  the  Britifh  envoy  to  that 
date,  peremptorily  infided  upon  an 
immediate  and  unqualified  declara¬ 
tion  of  hodilities  againd  France : 
no  indemnification  was  however 
offered  for  the  fure  lofs  in  that  cafe 
of  the  property  of  their  citizens  or 
the  date.  This  fpirited  though 
fmall  republic  was  not  to  be  bullied 


*  Hiftory  of  the  Xad  Twenty  Months,  p.  350 — 351, 
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:o  deftrudtion  and  ruin,  and  has 
dared,  that  if  die  be  to  be  forced 
>m  her  neutrality,  (he  never  can 
ce  part  with  th'ofe  who  have 
reatened  her  with  fuch  unpro- 
ked  injuftice. 

“  Our  envoy  at  Florence,  lord' 
ervey,  undertook  not  only  to  in- 
nidate  the  grand  duke  of  Tufeany 
t  of  his  neutrality,  by  fending  off 
e  French  ambaflador  M.  de  la 
otte  in  twenty-four  hours,  but  to 
date  to  him  the  internal  regula¬ 
rs  concerning  the  French  re- 
liningwithin  his  territories, which 
e  Britilh  cabinet  infilled  upon, 
lis  was  lingular  conduct  in  Great 
itain  towards  the  brother  of  the 
iperor,  who  was  the  firft  engaged 
the  war  againft  France,  and  who 
lift  have  known  the  true  intereft, 
d  had  more  influence  over  the 
ndii6t  of  his  own  brother,  than 
y  foreign  power  whatever.  The 
and  duke,  however,  relinquifhed 
e  fyftem  of  neutrality,  and  de- 
ired  war  againft  the  republic  on 
e  ioth  of  Odlober.” 

It  is  a  trite  remark,  that  there  is 
'  ftronger  evidence  of  a  weak 
ara&er  and  an  undifciplined 
ind,  than  a  wavering,  uncertain, 
d  iuconfiilent  conduct  ;  and  this 
b  have  too  frequently  had  occaflton 
ready  to  remark  in  the  proceed  - 
gs  of  the  prelent  adminiftration. 
was  manifefted  in  the  late  dif- 
ite  with  Ruffin,  and  it  was  ftill 
ore-  glaringly  difplayed  in  the 
•urfe  of  the  year  1793,  with  re¬ 
ed  to  America.  What  might  be 
e  objecl  or  intentions  of  miniftry 
ith  regard  to  the  latter  power, 
e  are  at  a  lofs  to  conceive  ;  but 
us  far  is  evident,  that  the  Arae- 
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ricans  have  repeatedly  complained 
of  the  feizure  and  confifcation  of 
their  velfels  by  the  Britilh  cruizers; 
and  on  the  6th  of  November  an 
order  was  iffaed,  which,  had  it  not 
been  feafonably  recalled,  miift  in 
all  probability  have  once  more  in¬ 
volved  us  in  a  calamitous  war  with 
the  United  States.  The  order  was 
as  follows  : 

“  GEORGE  R. 

“  Additional  inftru&ions 
to  the  commanders  of  all 
our  Ihips  of  war  and  pri¬ 
vateers,  that  have,  or  may 
L.  S .  have,  letters  of  marque  a- 
gainft  France.  Given  at  our 
court,  at  St.  James’s,  the 
6th  day  of  November  1793, 
in  the  thirty-fourth  year  of 
our  reign. 

il  That  thejT  {hall  flop  and  de¬ 
tain  all  Ihips  laden  with  goods,  the 
produce  of  any  colony  belonging 
to  France,  or  carrying  proviiions 
or  other  fupplies  for  the  ufe  of  fuch. 
colony,  and  fhall  bring  the  fame, 
with  their  cargoes,  to  legal  adjudi¬ 
cation  in  our  courts  of  admiralty. 
il  By  his  majefty’s  command, 

“  Henry  Dundas.” 

Why  this  order  was  iffued,  or 
why  it  was  revoked,  it  is  impofftble 
to  fay.  The  politics  of  Mr.  Pitt 
are  entirely  of  a  novel  fntcies, 
and  are  fo  contrary  to  thofe  of  all 
preceding  ftatefnrfbn,  as  to  baffle 
every  effort  of  the  hiftorian  to  ex¬ 
plain  or  comprehend  them. 

For  the  events  of  the  difaftrous 
war  in  which  we  are  unfortunately 
engaged,  we  mull  refer  our  readers 
to  the  fucceeding  chapters,  in 
which  we  are  to  treat  of  the  affairs 
of  France. 
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France,  Retro [peel  of  Affairs  in  that  Country ,  fince.  the  jirjl  Revolution  : 
1789.  State  of  Parties  at  the  Conclufion  of  I  792.  Preparatory  Moth, 
to  the  Fried  of  the  King,  Singular  Dif.ovcry.  Report  of  the  Cornmiti 
The  King’s  Examination.  His  Trial  and  Execution.  Char  after  of  Go 

XFI.  Refignation  of  Kerfaint  and  Manuel.  Refignation  of  Rolai 
Dfm'ffion  of  Pache .  Afj 'affiliation  of  Pelletier.  Difpute  with  Englai\ 
Correfpondence  with  M.  Chauvelin.  Cord  Auckland’s  Memorial.  Cor 
jpondence  relative  to  the  Alien  Bill.  Fhe  French  Amhaffador  ignominioe 
f if -miffed  from  England.  Negotiation  with  Dumourier — With  M.  Mar 
Second  Mffion  of  M.  Maret.  Advantageous  Propofols  from  the  Frei 
Executive  Government — Fruf  rated.  Declaration  of  War  againjl  j 

King  of  England  and  the  Stadtholder  of  the  United  Provinces. 


AT  the  conclufion  of  our  laft 
volume  we  left  the  French  re¬ 
public  in  adifticult  but  not  unprece¬ 
dented  fituation,  victorious  abroad, 
but  diftradted  by  faction  and  anar¬ 
chy  at  home.  In  the  very  heart  of 
the  convention  there  exilted  two 
Violent  and  powerful  parties,  who 
earneftly  contended  for  the  fove- 
reign  authority,  and  whofe  animo- 
fity,  like  the  conflux  of  oppofmg 
currents,  threatened  to  overflow  the 
kind  with  a  fanguineous  flood. 

We  have  endeavoured,  as  care¬ 
fully  as  poffible,  to  invelligate  the 
fprings  of  action  in  the  leading  cha¬ 
racters  from  the  firft  dawn  of  the 
revolution,  and  to  trace  the  pro- 
greffive  Iteps  by  which  fuccefilve 
factions  have  forced  themfelves  into 
popularity  and  power.  The  exten- 
live  influence  of  the  popular  focie- 
ties,  and  of  the  Jacobins  in  particu¬ 
lar,  has  been  fully  evinced  in  innu¬ 
merable  inftances  ;  and  it  appears 
that  every  party  which  obtained 
credit  or  influence  with  the  people, 
obtained  it  firfl through  the  medium 
of  thofe  focieties ;  and  that  in  pro¬ 
portion  as  individuals  or  factions 
loft  their  credit  with  thefe  omnipo¬ 
tent  affemblies,  their  precipitation 
from  authority  and  power  was  ac¬ 
celerated. 

The  fir  ft  conllitution  eftablifhed 
by  the  national  /affembly  in  1789 
-3 


and  1 790,  was  rather  to  be  cor 
dered  as  a  reform  of  the  governmt; 
than  as  a  revolution  ;  and,  as  fuc 
it  merited  our  general  approbatic. 
It  was  achieved  with  little  blocjj 
filed,  and  with  alrnoft  unprecedei 
ed  unanimity.  Several  caufes  cc 
tributed  to  the  overthrow  of  ti 
conftitution,  and  thofe  caufes  it  m 
not  be  improper  briefly  to,  er 
merate.  The  firft  of  thefe,  as  1 
have  already  intimated,  was  the  m 
takes  in  legiflation  committed 
the  conftituent  affembly  themfelv 
Even  the  more  refpedtable  of  tl 
body  do  not  appear  to  have  be 
untindtured  with  the  unfortum 
and  inveterate  prejudices  of  infit 
lity  ;  and  to  that  caufe  may  be  1 
tributed  their  injuftice  and:  cruel 
towards  the  ecclefiaftical  body,  th< 
fubverfion  of  all  the  principles 
which  the  rights  of  property  < 
founded,  and  their  alienation  of 
powerful  and  (in  the  main)  ai 
fpedtable  body  of  citizens..  Tin 
precipitancy  in  abolifhing  ranksa 
titles  is  alfo  to  be  cenfured.  r- 
the  fllent  operation  of  opinion  th 
might  fafely  have  trufted  for  t 
decline  of  ancient  prejudices ;  ai 
had  they  reafoned  corredtly,  th 
might  have  known,  that  when  rai 
and  title  were  defpoiled  of  the  a 
thority  and  power  which  the  feuc 
inftitutions  had  annexed  to  thei 
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bey  would  ftiortly  and  naturally 
nk  iqjto  difrepute,  and  probably 
ito  difufe.  The  conftituent  affem- 
ly  were  too  provident  againil  the 
ncroachments  of  the  executive  aut¬ 
hority,  and  too  little  on  their  guard 
gainft  thofe  of  the  democracy, 
’hey  left  their  fabric  without  a 
ampart  or  defence,  and  by  the  in- 
idicious  decree,  which  excluded 
henifelves  from  any  hi  a  re  in  the 
ucceeding  legiflature,  expofed  it  to 
he  a  (faults  of  new  projectors ;  it 
>?as  ,  in  vain  they  afterwards  at- 
empted  to  rally  under  the  form  of 

feuillant  club  ;  they  had  abandon- 
d  the  held,  and  the  conquerors  ex¬ 
ited  in  the  victory  and  the.  fpoil. 

Another  caufe  of  the  ruin  of  this 
onftitution,  and  of  the  unfortunate 
ting,  was  certainly  the  ferment 
vhich  was  excited,  firft  by  the 
migrants,  who  pervaded  Europe, 
ament ing  the  lofs  of  their  titles  ; 
nd  afterwards  by  the  impolitic, 
injuft,  and  abfurd  interference  qf 
he  German  potentates. 

To  thefe  may  be  added  the' ap- 
parent  infmcerity  of  the  court  it- 
elf.  For,  however  well  we  may  be 
iffet  ed  to  the  unfortunate  Louis, 
md  owever  amiable. he  might  have 
)ee  in  his  private  capacity,  we 
unit  add,  that  he  never  aCled  a 
nauly  and  a  candid  part  in  public 
iffairs.  His  hoftile  preparations  at 
:he  lirft  meeting  of  the  dates,  his 
srecipitate  flight,  the  imprudent 
proclamation  which,  on  that  occa- 
ion,  he  left  behind  him,  his  cor- 
*efpondence  with  the  emigrants, 
die.raih  ufe  which  they  made  of 
bis  name  and  authority,  and  many 
Dther  circumftances,  naturally  in¬ 
volved  him  in  fufpicion  ;  nor  can 
t-ve  be  furprifed  that  a  people,  jea¬ 
lous  to  an  extreme  of  their  newly 
conquered  liberties,  fliould  view  bis 
eonduCt  with  diftruft,  and  confider 
kirn  as  a  fecret  partifan  of  the 
powers  combined  agaiuft  France, 


We  have  cenfured  the  proceed¬ 
ings  of  the  10th  of  Augull  1792, 
becaufe  we  are  convinced  that,  even 
admitting  the  truth  of  all  that  has 
been  alleged  concerning-  the  treach- 
ery  of  the  court,  there  was  (fill  fuf- 
iicient  energy  in  the  conftitution, 
and  fufficient  zeal  for- liberty  in  the 
people,  to  withftand  every  effort  of 
the  enemies  of  freedom,  without; 
having  recou rfe  to  violence,  or  fuh- 
verting  a  form  of  government  efta- 
blifhed  by  the  united  vvifdom  or 
France.  Bclides  this,  there  is, too 
much  reafon  to  believe  that  the 
Briffotines  or  Gironde  party  were 
too  much  aCtuated  by  ieififh  mo¬ 
tives, Band  that  the  acquifition  of 
power  to  themfelyes  was,  at  leaf!,  a 
principal  object  in  that  tranfaClion, 
On  that  party,  therefore,  reft; 
the  guilt  and  the  bioodfhed  of  that 
day  ;  but  when  we  have  faid  this, 
we  mu  ft:  do  them  the  juftice  to  add, 
that,  on  their  acceffion  to  power, 
they  affumed  a  tone  of  moderation 
which  was  probably  fin  cere  ;  and 
the  very  affectation  of  which  is, 
perhaps,  more  laudable  than  the 
open  profefiion  of  outrage  and  vio¬ 
lence.  In  other  refpe&s,  the  Gi¬ 
ronde  party  were  men  of  genius, 
but  their  talents  were  more  fplendid 
than  fubftantial.  They  were  too 
fpeculative  and  vifionary  ;  too  much 
intoxicated  with  the  power  which 
they  had  almoft  miraculoufty  a- 
chievcd,  and  too  fond  of  fchemes  of 
national  vanity  and  a ggran di feme n t . 
In  their  adminiftration,  the  Gi¬ 
ronde  faCtion,  or  a  part  of  them  at 
leaft,  are  aecufed  of  having  been 
rapacious  and  corrupt ;  and  to  thefe 
circumftances,  together  with  their 
intolerable  vanity,  may  be  aferibed 
in  part  the  diminution  of  their  cre¬ 
dit  with  the  people. 

Except  Danton,  we  have  already 
feen,  that  the  party  which  has  been 
diftinguifhed  by  the  name  of  the 
Mountain,  had  but  little  Ihare  in 
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the  tran factions  of  the  icth  of  Au¬ 
guft.  But  notwithftanding  this  cir- 
cumftance,  their  credit  from  that 
period  role  imperceptibly  with  both 
the  Jacobins  and  the  people.  Their 
manners  were  more  popular,  their 
harangues  lefs  metaphyfical,  and 
more  level  to  the  underftandings  of 
the  vulgar,  than  thofe  of  their  an- 
tagonifts.  Robefpierre,  the  chief 
of  the  party,  was  a  man  of  confider- 
able  abilities  ;  and  his  policy,  or  his 
integrity,  in  pecuniary  affairs,  gave 
him  a  degree  of  credit  with  the  mats 
of  the  people,  which  almoft  no 
other  man  could  poffibly  obtain. 

The  cont’efl  between  the  two  fac¬ 
tions  certainly  accelerated,  if  it  did 
not  entirely  effeCt  the  death  of  the 
king.  Either  from  principle  or  po¬ 
licy,  to  fave  His  life  was  a  leading 
objedt  with  the  Gironde  party. 
The  multitude,  on  the  other  hand, 
is  always  fanguinary  ;  and  whoever 
contemplates  the  coiidtidt  of  the 
French  populace,  as  difplayed  in  fo 
many  fatal  inftances,  will  be  dif- 
pofed  to  acknowledge,  that  either 
from  a  hafty  or  violent  fpirit,  or 
from  the  influence  of  thofe  habits 
which  were  acquired  under  the  old 
government,  they  have  adted  on  moll 
ocealions  with  more  than  uftial  cruel¬ 
ty.  Many  circumftances  contri¬ 
buted  to  exafperate  this  infatuated 
people  againft  the  unhappy  king. 
Though  other  nations  may  doubt 
of  his  guilt  in  promoting  the  deiigns 
of  the  coimteiyrevolutionifts,  no 
doubt  of  it  was  entertained  in 
France.  The  intemperate  revenge 
of  thofe  who  had  loft  near  con¬ 
nexions  or  friends  on  the  fatal  loth 
of  Auguft  was  not  yet  fatisfied,  and 
a  confiderable  fhare  of  the  guilt  of 
that  day  was  unjuftly  thrown  upon 
a  Angle  illuftrious  victim!  Thefe 
palflons  were  induftrioufly  cherifhed 
by  the  great  movers  of  faCtion  and 
fedition ;  they  had  acquired  a  de¬ 
cided  majority  in  the  Jacobin  clubs 


who  governed  the  nation,  and  ever 
thing  confpired  for  the  promotic 
of  their  views.  The  Gironde  then 
felves  were  reduced  to  a  fingul; 
dilemma.  If  the  king  Was  innocen 
then  they,  who  were  the  chief  a 
thors  and  aCtors  in  the  affair  of  tl 
loth  of  Auguft,  muft  have  bet 
guilty  of  the  worft  of  treafons ; 
he  was  not  innocent,  why  fhould  1 
not  receive  the  reward  of  his  d 
linquency  ? 

Several  caufes  contributed  to  exa 
perate  the  pallions  of  the  contendir 
parties.  The  Mountain,  or  anarcl 
ills,  as  they  were  called,  were  char< 
ed  with  the  maflacres  of  the  2d  < 
September;  and  the  Gironde  hadr 
peatedly  demanded  a  fevere  examin: 
tion  into  the  origin  of  thofe  atrocioij 
tranfa&ions.  The  intentions  of  til 
Gironde  in  favour  of  the  king  wei[ 
not  unknown  to  their  opponent 
who  Were  alfo  perfect  matters  of  tl 
public  fentiments  upon  that  fubjeq 
and  therefore  the  only  means  th;f 
appeared  of  effecting  the  deftruCtic 
of  their  rivals  was  to  clamour  inee; 
fantly  for  the  trial  and  the  coi* 
demnation  of  the  king,  as  it  w; 
evident  that  in  either  event  the 
muft  be  finally  triumphant:  if  tf 
king  fhould  be  acquitted,  the  charg 
of  inconfiftency  muft  inevitably  fi 
upon  thofe  who  operated  the  chjjnd 
in  the  government ;  if  he  fhould  b 
condemned,  the  views  and  the  ei 
gagements  of  the  Gironde  muft  F 
fru  ft  rated. 

The  proceedings  againft  the  kin, 
were  in  almoft  eVerv  refpeCt  lire 
gular  and  illegal.  The  convetitioj 
could  only*  be  properly  confiddre1 
as  the  accufers  ;  it  was,  therefor* 
very  properly  obferved  by  Far; 
juinais,  one  of  the  deputies  of  tb 
Gironde  party,  that  they  wei 
about  to  confound  the  characters  c 
judges,  jury,  and  accufers.  If  i 
was  necefl'ary  or  politic  to  try.  thl 
king,  fome  other  tribunal  ougbg 
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lo  hare  been  eftabliftied ;  and  it 
muF  be  confeFed,  that  even  the 
Englifii  republicans  appear  to  have 
a&ed  more  confidently  with  legal 
forms,  when  they  conFituted  a  high 
court  of  juFice  for  the  trial  of  the 
unfortunate  Charles,  than  the  legif- 
tature  of  France  in  this  inllance. 

Had  the  party  of  the  Gironde 
been  confident  and  unanimous,  they 
might  pofiibly  have  faved  the  life 
af  the  monarch,  and  eventually  their 
awn  ;  but  the  habits  of  finefie  and 
ntrigue,  in  which  the  majority  of 
hem  had  been  educated  under  the 
)ld  court,  difpofed  them  rather  to 
:he  ufe  of  fubterfuges  and  Fratagem, 
:han  to  an  open  and  manly  conduct, 
rhus  while  the  Mountain  party 
vere  daily  preffing  the  trial  of 
:he  king,  the  party  of  the  Gironde 
vere  only  folicitous  for  gaining 
ime  by  protra&ion  and  delay. 
iVhen  this  expedient  failed,  they 
mdeavoured  to  carry  a  refolution 
or  confinement  during  the  war,  and 
)f  banifiiment  at  its  termination  ; 
hey  endeavoured  at  laF  to  refer  the 
entence  to  the  primary  afiemblies  ; 
mt  in  all  thefe  projedls.  they  were 
iverruled  and  difappointed,  even 
vhile  they  appeared  on  other  occa* 
ions  to  govern  the  majority  of  the 
:onvention. 

'From  the  beginning  of  O&obe'r, 
arious  motions  were  introduced  by 
he  adherents  of  the  Mountain  par- 
y,  for  the  purpofe  of  bringing 
he  king  to  immediate  punifhment; 
nd  in  the  cqurfe  of  that  month  a 
eries  of  decrees  were  precipitately 
>affed,  which  foreboded  the  molt 
atal  confequences  to  the  fallen  rqo- 
larch. 

After  the  Forming  of  the  TuiF 
eries,  on  the  i  otfi  of  AtiguF,  a  difr 
overy  was  made,  which  appeared 
o  involve  the  molt  important  con- 
equences.  It  was  an  iron  cheil  or 
lofet,  which  was  concealed  in  the 
rail  of  the  palace,  and  in  which  the 


papers  of  the  king  were  privately 
depofited.  The  workman  who 
formed  it  was  alone  piavy  to  the 
fadt  ;  and  he  revealed  it  to  Roland, 
then  mini  tier  of  the  home  depart¬ 
ment,  and  conducted  him  to  the 
place  which  contained  the  facred 
depoiit.  There  is  reafon  to  believe 
that  the  cheF  contained  more  pa-!- 
pers  than  were  produced  ;  but  Ro¬ 
land  was  defirous  of  preferving  the 
life  of  the  king,  and  is,  therefore, 
fuppofed  to  have  brought  forward 
only  fuch  as  might  ferve  in  fome 
meafure  to  juFify  the  condudl  of 
his  own  party,  and  to  have  fecreted 
thofe  which  might  have  implicated 
the  king  in  any  charge  of  direct 
criminality. 

A  committee  of  24  members  was 
chofen  for  the  purpofe  of  infpedling 
the  papers  which  were  difeovered, 
and  preparing  the  adt  of  accufation. 
On  the  6th  of  November,  Valazc 
brought  up  the  report  of  the  com¬ 
mittee.  In  a  fpeech  of  confiderable 
length  he  explained  the  difficulties 
attendant  on  their  operations,  from 
the  immenfe  accumulation  of  letters 
and  papers  full  of  fymbolical  cha¬ 
racters,  and  of  oblcure  and  equivo¬ 
cal  expreffions  ;  and  concluded  by 
remarking,  that  the  world  was 
grofsly  deceived  in  the  character  of 
Louis,  while  they  fuppofed  him  p 
plain  and  Jim  pie  man,  and  affiired 
the  convention  that  the  contrary 
would  immediately  appear. 

The  principal  proofs  of  guilt 
which  he  produced  againF  the  king, 
were  the  following  : 

1,  A  receipt  from  Bouille,  dated 
Mayenee,  Odlober  15,  1791,  con¬ 
taining  an  ficcount  of  the  expendi¬ 
ture  of  thefum  of  993  millions iFued 
for  the  formation  of  the  pamp  at 
Montmedy.  This  money  had  beep 
diFributed  among  the  folknyingper- 
fons,  viz.  Monfieur ,  the  comtq 
d’ Artois,  the  prince  de  Naffau,  the 
due  de  Choifeul,  Demanded  Bon, 
4  *  Hamilton, 
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Hamilton,  Laffale,  Weyman,  and 
feveral  other  general  officers  and 
private  perfons. 

2.  Another  figned  Choifeul-Stan- 
ville,  attefting  the  receipt  and  dif- 
tribution  of  600, Coo  livres. 

3.  A  letter  Hating  that  the  dia¬ 
monds  of  madame  Elizabeth  had 
been  transmitted  on  the  2  2d  of  June, 
1791,  to  an  officer  of  huffars, 
who  had  carried  them  to  the  bro¬ 
thers ’of  the  late  king. 

4.  A  paper  proving  that  the  edi¬ 
tor  of  the-  “  Poftillon  ;de  la  Gkieitfe”- 
(a  news1  paper)  had  received  8,000 
livres  from  the  civil  lift,  and  the 
0  Logographe”  no  le fs  than  60,000 
livres,  during  the  fpace  ol  three 
month's  only. 

5.  A  grettt  number  Gf  letters. 
See.  &zc.  proving  that  Louis  Capet 
was  a  monopolizer  of  corn,  fugar, 
and  coffee;  t ruffe  monopolies  were 
made  in- foreign  countries  ;  the  trea- 
furer  of  the  civil  lift  Tuper  in  tended 
the  bufinefs,  and  was  ordered  to  ad¬ 
vance  to  the  amount  of  three  mil¬ 
lions. 

6.  A  new  order  of  chivalry,  in¬ 
troduced  under  the  name  of  ‘‘  Che¬ 
valiers  de  la  Reine  the  decora¬ 
tion  of  this  order  confided  of  a  me¬ 
dal,  one  fide  of  which  was  adorned 
with  the  portrait-  of  the  queen  ;  the 
other  had  the  following  infeription: 

“  Magnum  teginse  nomen-adumbrat:.’' 

Several  perfons  had  received  this 
decoration,  notwithffanding  an  ex- 
prefs  decree  forbidding  the  creation 
of  any  new  orders  of  chivalry. 

7.  A  bundle  of  papers,  which 
prove  that  a  perfon  of  the  name  of 
G-iiles  had  received  12,000  livres  in 
order  to  pay  -  a  band  of  60  men, 
againft  the  exprefs  letter  of  the  con- 
flitution,  which  forbids  the  king  to 
raife  or  maintain  any  armed  men 
without  the  permiffion  of  the  legif- 
latnre. 

8.  A  carton  full  of  proofs  that 
L©uis  Capet  had  continued  the  pay 


of  fuch  of  his  bodyguards  as  had 
emigrated  to  Coblentz  ;  that  a  num¬ 
ber  of  confpirators  Were  conftantly 
affembled  at  the  Tuilleries  ;  that 
Bouille  had  the  audacity  to  repair 
there  iir.ee  the  invafion  projected 
in  1791  ;  and  that,  from  the  day 
that  the  ci-devant  comfce  d’Artois 
had  been  decreed  to  be  in  a  Hate  of 
accufation,  Louis  XVI,  bad  affign- 
ed  a  penfion  of  200,000  livres  to  his 
children. 

The  difeuffion  on  the  report  was 
immediately  followed  by  the  intro-  ! 
dudiion  oi  a  quell  ion,  the  moft  em- 
bar raffing  to  his  accufers  and  the 
convention,  viz.  Whether  the  king 
was  not  by  the  con  ft  it  uti  on  in  veiled 
with  perfect  and  legal  inviolability  ; 
and  whether,  confidently  with  iaf- 
tice,  he  whom  the  law  had  folemnly! 
pronounced  to  be  above  the  reach 
of  any  legal  r  rocefs  could  be  brought 
to  trial.  This  objection  was  ftrange- 
ly  and  molt  iniquitoully  over-ruled  : 
by  the  convention,  who  in  this  in  -  i 
fiance  eftablifhed  the  precedent,  al¬ 
ways  fo  fatal  to  liberty,  ot  an  ex 
pojl  facto  law,  and  evinced  to  the' 
eyes  of  Europe  their  inattention  to 
th-ofe  rights  of  man”  which  the 
nation  had  folemnly  proclaimed* 

The  proceedings  againft  the  king 
were  in  this  view  not  only  illegal, 
but  they  were  accompanied  by  feme  j 
acts  of  fe  verity,'  for  which  it  hr  not 
eaf'y  to  find  a  motive,  except  in- that; 
petty  triumph  in  which  men- are  too 
apt  to  indulge  over  fallen  greatnefs.  j 
The  king  was,  immediately  on  the 
paffing  of  the  adtof  accufation,  for¬ 
cibly  feparated  from  his  family,  and 
the  whole  of  the  unhappy  prifoners 
in  the  Temple  were  guarded  with 
redoubled  vigilance.  Contrary  to  j 
the  practice  in  all  criminal  cafes  in 
almoft  every  civilized  country,  it 
was  alfo  decreed  that  Louis  ftiould 
be  brought  before  the  convention, : 
without  previous  notice  or  prepara- 1 
tion ;  and  that  he  ftiould  be  queftion- 
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ed  by  the  pvefident,  without  a  previ¬ 
ous  intimation  of  the  nature  of  his 
examination.  For  this  determinar 
tion  it  was  urged,  that  as  the  proofs 
pf  criminality  were*  from  a  variety 
of  circumftances,  lefs  notorious  than 
they  are  with  .refpedf  to  private  de¬ 
linquents,  it  was  neceffary  that  the 
examination  fhould  be,  on  his  part, 
unpremeditated  and  unprepared  ; 
and  however  cruel  or  harfh  the  mea- 
fure,  it  ferved,  at  once  to  raife  the 
character  of  Louis  in  the  eftima- 
tion  of  mankind  with  refpedt  to  his 
abilities,  and  to  afford  at  lead  a 
momentary  preemption  of  his  in¬ 
nocence. 

Adverfity  is  to  a  proverb  the  teft 
pf  difinterefted  friendfhip.  While 
the  trial  of  the  king  was  pending, 
various  efforts  were  made  by  his 
former  adherents  to  eftablifh  his  in¬ 
nocence.  M.  Cazales,  fo  diftin- 
guifhed  in  the  hr  ft  affembly  by  his 
7,eal  for  monarchy  and  ariftocracy, 
and  who  was  then  in  England,  foil  - 
cited,  though  he  knew  it  mull  be 
at  the  rifle  of  hisjhfe,  a  paffport,  to 
enable  him  to  appear  as  counfel  for 
Louis  ;  the  fame  offer  was  made  by 
.  M.  Narbonne,ex-minifter  of  w  ar,  and 
M.  Lally  T ollendal :  a  more  feeble 
effort  was  made  by  the  marquis  of 
Bouille,  who  tranfmitted  an  attefta- 
tion  in  his  favour,  refpedfing  the 
flight  to  Montmedy,  and  a  letter  of 
M.  Choifeul,  teftifying  the  king’s 
difpleafure  at  the  money,  which  re¬ 
mained  in  the  hands  of  the  marquis 
on  that  account,  having  been  paid 
to  his  brothers. 

M.  Bertrand  alfo,  ex-minifter  of 
marine,  then  an  emigrant  in  Eng¬ 
land,  offered  to  appear  as  an  evi¬ 
dence.  He  tranfmitted  papers  to 
prove  that  both  parties  had  nego¬ 
tiated  with  the  king  in  fecret  ;  but 
thefe  papers  were  not  produced,  be- 
caufe  they  would  have  proved  fatal 
to  the  character  of  Danton,  and  La 
Croix  and  others  of  the  leaders 
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both  of  the  Jacobin  and  Gironde 
parties. 

It  was  the  nth  of  December 
when  the  ill-fated  monarch  was  or¬ 
dered  to  the  bar  of  the  convention  ; 
the  a£t  of  accufation  was  read,  and 
the  king  wasfummoned  by  the  pre- 
ftdent,  Barrere,  to  anfvver  to  each 
ieparate  charge?  So  important  a 
record  it  would  be  inconfiftent  with 
the  fidelity  of  hiftory  to  abridge, 
and  we  have  therefore  determined 
to  prefent  to  our  readers  the  exa¬ 
mination  at  large.  After  a  fhort 
addrefs  from  the  prelident,  the  prj- 
loner  was  permitted  to  feat  himfelf 
at  the  bar,  and  the  examination  pro¬ 
ceeded  :  i 

Fref.  “  Louis,  theFrench  nation 
accufes  you  of  having  committed  a 
multitude  of  crimes  to  eftablifh  your 
tyranny,  in  deftroying  her  freedom. 
You,  on  the  20th  of  June,  1789, 
attempted  the  fovereignty  of  the 
people,  by  fufpending  the  affemblies 
of  their  representatives,  and  expel¬ 
ling  them  with  violence  from  the 
plac'es  of  their  fittings.  This  is 
proved  in  the  proces  verbal  entered 
at  the  tennis-court  of  Verfailles  by 
the  members  of  the  conftituent  af¬ 
fembly.  On  the  23d  of  June  you 
wanted  to  didtate  laws  to  the  nation 
—  you  furrounded  their  reprefenta- 
tjves  with  troops — you  prefented  to 
them  two  royal  declarations,  fubver- 
five  of  all  liberty,  and  ordered  them 
to  feparate.  Your  own  declarations, 
and  the  minutes  of  the  affembly, 
prove  thefe  attempts — .What  have 
you  to  aniwer  ?” 

Louis.  “  No  laws  were  then  ex- 
ifting  to  prevent  me  from  it.” 

Pref.  “  You  ordered  an  army  to 
march  againft  the  citizens  of  Pa¬ 
ris.  Your  fatellites  have  fr.ed  the 
blood  of  feveral  of  them,  and  you 
would  not  remove  this  army  till  the 
taking  of  the  Baftille  and  a  general 
infurrection  announced  to  you  that 
the  people  were  victorious.  The 

fpeeches 
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fpeccbesyou  made  on  the  9th,  12th, 
and  14th  of  July,  to  the  deputa¬ 
tions  of  the  conftituent  afTemhlv, 
{hew  what  were  your  intentions  ; 
and  the  maflacres  of  the  Tuilleries 
rife  in  evidence  againft  you — What 
have  you  to  artfwer  ?” 

Louis.  u  I  was  nuftcr  at  that 
time  to  order  the  troops  to  march  ; 
but  I  never  had  an  intention  of 
Ihedding  blood.”  # 

Pref.  “  After  thefe  events,  and 
in  fpite  of  the  promifes  which  you 
made  on  the  1  5th,  in  the  conftituent 
affembly,  and  on  the  17th  in  the 
town-houfe  of  Paris,  you  have  per- 
iiiied  in  your  projects  again  ft  na¬ 
tional  liberty  ;  you  long  eluded  the 
execution  of  the  decrees  of  the  1  ith 
of  Aug  Lift,  refpedting  the  abolition 
of  perfonal  fervitude,  the  feudal  go¬ 
vernment,  and  tythes.  You  long  re- 
fufed  acknowledging  the  rights  of 
man  :  you  doubled  the  number  of 
the  life-guards,  and  called  the  reed- 
meat  of  Flanders  to  Verfailles  :  you 
permitted,  in  orgies  held  before 
your  eyes,  the  national  cockade  to 
be  trampled  under  foot,  "the  white 
cockade  to  be  hoifted,  and  the  na¬ 
tion  tp  be  flandered.  At  laft,  you 

rendered  neceffarv  a  frefh  infurrec- 
«/ 

tion,  occaftoned  the  death  of  feve- 
ral  citizens,  and  did  not  change 
your  language  till  after  your  guards 
had  been  defeated,  when  you  re- 
mewed  your  perfidious  promifes. 
The  proofs  of  thefe  fadis  are  in 
your  obtervations  of  the  18th  of 
September,  in  the  decrees  of  the 
1  fth  of  Auguft,  in  the  minutes  of 
the  conftituent  affembly,  in  the 
events  of  Verfailles  of  the  5th  and 
6th  of  October,  and  in  the  conver- 
fation  you  had  on  the  fame  day 
with  a  deputation  of  the  conftituent 
affembly,  when  you  told  them,  you 
would  enlighten  yourftlf  with  their 
Councils,  and  never  lecede  from 
them. — Wha£  have  vou  to  an- 
fwer 

Louis.  “  I  have  made  the  ohihr- 
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vations  which  I  thought  juft;  on  the 
two  firft  heads.  As  to  the  cockade, 
it  is  falfe  :  it  did  not  happen  in  my 
pre  fence.”  w  • 

Pref.  “  You  took  an  oath  at  the 
federation  of  the  14th  of  July, 
which  you  did  not  keep.  You  foon 
tried  to  corrupt  the  public  opinion, 
with  the  ailiftance  of  Talon,  who 
adted  in  Paris,  and  Mirabean,  who 
was  to  have  excited  counter-revolu¬ 
tionary  movements  in  the  provinces. 
— What  have  you  to  anfwer 

Louis.  “  I  do  not  know  what 
happened  at  that  time,  but  the 
whole  is  anterior  to  my  acceptance 
of  the  conftitution.” 

Pref..  “  You  lavifhed  millions  of 
money  to  effedt  this  corruption,  and 
you  would  even„ufe  popularity  as  a 
means  of  en.0avi.ng  the  people. 
Thefe  fadts  are  the  refult  of  a  me¬ 
morial  of  Talon,  on  which  you  have 
made  your  marginal  comments  in 
your  own  hand-writing,  and  of  a 
letter  which  Laporte  wrote  to  you 
on  the  19th  of  April,  in  which,  re¬ 
capitulating-  a  converfation  he  had 
with  Rrvarol,  he  told  you,  that  the 
millions,  which  you  had  been  pre¬ 
vailed  upon  to  throw  away,  had 
been  productive  of  nothing.  For 
a  long  time  you  had  meditated  on 
a  plan  of  efcape.  A  memorial  was 
delivered  to  you  on  the  28th  of 
February,  which  pointed  out  the 
means  for  you  to  effedt  it ;  you  ap-< 
prove  of  it  by  marginal  notes.-— * 
What  have  you  to  anfwer  ?” 

Louis.  “  I  felt  no  greater  plea* 
fare  than  that  of  relieving  the 
needy — this  proves  no  defign.” 

Pref.  'On  the  28th  a  great 
number  of  the  nobles  and  military 
came  into  your  apartments  in  the 
cable  of  the  Tuilleries,  to  favour 
that  efcape  j  you  wanted  to  quit 
Paris  on  the  10th  of  April  to  goto 
&t.  Cloud. — What  have  you  to 
anfwer 

Louis.  This  aqcufatipn  is  ab- 

furd,’*' 

Pref*. 
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Pref.  u  But  the  refinance  of  the 
citizens  made  you  fenlible  that  their 
di dr uft  was  ■  great  j  you  endeavour¬ 
ed  to  difcard  it  by  communicating 
to  the  condiment  affembly  a  letter, 
which  you  addreffcd  to  the  agents 
‘  of  the  nation  near  foreign  powers, 
to  announce  to  them,  that  you  had 
freely  accepted  the  conditutional 
articles,  which  had  been  presented 
to  you  ;  and,  notwithftanding,  on 
the  2  i  if  you  took  fight  with  a  falfe 
-  paffport.  You  left  behind  a  proted 
agdinft  thefe  felf-fame  conditutional 
articles  ;  you  ordered  the  miniders 
to  lign  none  of  the  abls  iffued  by  the 
national  alfembly  ;  and  you  forbade 
the  rounder  of  judice  to  deliver  up 
the  feals  of  date.  The  public  money 
was  lavished  to  infure  the  fuccefs  of 
this  treachery,  and  the  public  force 
was  to  prodebt  it,  under  the  -orders 
of  Bouille,  who  fhortly  before  had 
-been  charged  with  the  maffacre  of 
Nancy,  and  to  whom  you  wrote  on 
this  head,  *  To  take  care  of  his 
popularity,  becaufe  it  would  be  of 
fervice  to  you.’  Thefe  fabls  are 
proved  by  the  memorial  of  the  23d 
,  of  February,  with  marginal  com¬ 
ments  in  your  own  hand-writing ; 
by  your  declaration  of  the  20th  of 
June,  wholly  in  your  own  hand¬ 
writing;  by  your  letter  of  the 
4th  of  September,  ]  790,  to  Bou¬ 
ille  ;  and  by  a  note  of  the  latter, 
in  which  he  gives  you  an  ac¬ 
count  of  the  ufe  he  made  of  nine 
hundred  and  ninety-three  thoufand 
livres,  given  by  you.,  and  employed 
partly  in  trepanning  the  troops  who 
were  to  elcort  you. — What  have 
you  to  anfwer  ?’? 

Louis.  “  I  have  no  knowledge 
whatever  of  the  memorial  of  the  23d 
of  February*  As  to  what  relates  to 
my  journey  to  Varennes,  I  appeal 
to  my  declaration  to  the  comm  dia¬ 
ries  of  the  condiment  affembly  at 
that  period.’- 

Pref.  f*  After  your  detention  at 
Varennes,  the  exercife  of  the  execu¬ 


tive  power  was,  for  a  moment,  fuf- 
pended  in  your  hands,  and  you 
again  formed  a  confpiracy.  On  the 
17th  of  July  the  blood  of  citizens 
was  fhed  in  the  Champ  de  Mars. 
A  letter,  m  your  ovvn  hand- writing, 
written  in  1790  to  La  Fayette^ 
proves  that  a  criminal  coalition  fub- 
lifted  between  you  and  La  Fayette, 
to  which  Mirabeau  acceded.  The 
revilion  began  under  thefe  cruel  an- 
fpices  ;  all  kinds  of  corruptions  were 
made  ufe  of.  You  have  paid  for 
libels,  pamphlets,  anti  newfpapers, 
defigned  to  corrupt  the  public  opi¬ 
nion,  to  diferedit  the  affignats,  and 
to  fupport  the  caufe  of  the  emi¬ 
grants.  The  regifters  of  Septeuii 
fhew  what  immenfe  fums  have  been 
made  ufe  of  in  thefe  liberticide  ma¬ 
noeuvres.— What  have  you  to  an¬ 
fwer  ?” 

Louis.  u  What  happened  on  the 
17th  of  July  has  nothing  at  all  to 
do  with  me.  Lknow  nothing  of  it.’* 

Pref.  <£  You  feemed  to  accept 
the  conftitution  on  the  14th  of  Sep¬ 
tember  ;  your  fpeeches  announced 
an  intention  of  fupporting  it,  and 
you  were  bufy  in  overturning  it, 
even  before  it  was  completed.  A 
convention  was  entered  into  '  at 
Pilnitz,  on  the  24th  of  July,  be¬ 
tween  Leopold  of  Auftria  and 
Frederic-Wilham  of  Brandenburgh, 
who  pledged  themfelves  to  re-erebt 
in  France  the  throne  of  abfolute 
monarchy,  and  you  were  iilent  upon 
this  convention  till  the  moment 
when  it  was  known  by  all  Europe. 
— What  have  you  to  anfwer  ?” 

Louis.  “  I  made  it  known  as 
foon  as  it  came  to  my  knowledge  ; 
befides,  every  thing  that  refers  to 
this  fubje6l  concerns  the  minifter.” 

Pref.  u  Arles  had  hoifted  the 
dandard  of  rebellion  ;  you  favoured 
it  by  fending  three  civil  commiffa- 
ries,  who  made  it  their  bulinefs,  not 
to  reprefs  the  counter-revolution  ills, 
but  to  juftify  their  proceedings.— 

What  have  you  to  anfwer  l” 
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Louis.  u  The  indru&ions  which 
were  given  to  the  commiffaries  mud 
prove  what  was  their  million  ;  and 
I  knew  none  of  them  when  the  mi- 
niiiers  propoied  them  to  me.’’ 

Pref.  “  Avignon,  and  the  coun¬ 
ty  of  Venaifiin,  had.  been  united 
with  France  ;  you  caufed  the  de¬ 
cree  to  be  executed  ;  but  a  month 
after  that  time  civil  war  defolated 
that  country.  The  commiffaries 
you  fent  thither  helped  to  ravage  it. 
— What  have  you  to  anfwer?” 

Louis.  “1  do  not  remember 
what  delay  has  been  caufed  in  the 
execution  of  the  decree ;  beftdes, 
this  occurrence  has  no  perfonal  re¬ 
ference  to  me — it  only  concerns 
thofe  that  have  been  fent,  not  thofe 
who  fent  them.” 

Pref.  “Nimes,Montauban,Men- 
de,  Jales,  felt  great  {hocks  during 
the  drib  days  of  freedom.  You  did 
nothing  to  Rifle  thofe  germens  of 
counter-revolution,  till  the  moment 
when  Saillant’vS  confpiracy  became 
manifeftly  notorious. — What  have 
you  to  anfwer  ?” 

Louis.  “  I  gave,  in  this  refpedt, 
all  the  orders  which  were  propofed 
to  me  by  the  miniders.” 

'Pref.  u  You  fent  twenty-two 
battalions  againft  the  Marfeillois, 
who  marched  to  reduce  the  counter-  • 
revolutionids  of  Arles. — What  have 
you  to  anfwer?” 

Louis.  “  I  ought  to  have  the 
pieces  referring  to  this  matter,  to 
give  a  juft  anfwer.” 

Pref.  “  You  gave  the  fouthern 
command  to  Witgenftein,  who 
wrote  to  you  on  the  21ft  of  April, 
'i  792,  after  he  had  been  recalled  : 

‘  A  few  inftants  more,  and  I  {hail 
call  around  the  throne  of  your  ma- 
jefty,  thoufands  of  French,  -who  are 
again  become  worthy  of  the  wifhes 
you  form  for  their  happinefs.’ — 
What  have  you  to  anfwer  ?” 

Louis.'  “  This  letter  is  dated 
fince  his  recall ;  he  has  not  been  em¬ 


ployed  fince.  I  do  not  recoiled!  this 
letter.” 

Pref.  tc  You  paid  your  late  life* 
guards  at  Coblentz  ;  the  regillers 
of  Septeuil  atted  this  ;  and  general 
orders  iigned  by  you  prove,  that 
you  fent  confiderable  remittances  to 
Bouille,  Rochefort,  Vauguyon, 
Choifeul — Beaupre*,  Hamilton,  and 
the  wife  of  Polignac, — What  have 
you  to  anfwer  ?” 

Louis.  44  When  I  ffrd  learnt  that 
my  life-guards  aflembled  beyond 
the  Rhine,  I  dopped  their  pay  ;  as 
to  the  red,  I  do  not  remember.” 

Pref.  44  Your  brothers,  enemies 
to  the  date,  caufed  the  emigrants  to 
rally  under  their  banners :  they 
raifed  regiments,  took  up  loans,  and 
concluded  alliances  in  your  name  : 
you  did  not  difclaim  them,  but  at 
the  moment  when  you  were  fully 
certain  that  you  could  no  longer 
crofs  their  projects,  your  intelli¬ 
gence  with  them  by  a  note,  written 
by  Louis  Staniflaus  Xavier,  figned 
by  your  two  brothers,  was  concciv-2 
ed  in  thefe  words  : 

4  I  wrote  to  you,  but  it  was  by 
pod,  and  I  could  fay  nothing.  We 
are-  two  here,  who  make  but  one  ; 
one  in  fentiments,  one  in  principles, 
one  in  zeal'  of  ferving  you.  We. 
keep  filence  ;  becaufe,  were  ' we  to 
break  it  too  foon,  it  would  injure 
you  :  but  we  {hall  fpcak  as  foon  as 
we  {hall  be  certain  of  general  flip- 
port,  and  that  moment  is  near.  If 
we  are  fpoken  to  on  the  part  of 
thofe  people,  we  (hall  hear  nothing  ; 
but  if  on  your  part,  we  will  lifteu: 
we  fhall  purfue  our  road  ilraight ; 
it  is  therefore  defired  that  you  will 
enable  us  to  fay  fomething  ;  do  not 
dand  on  ceremonies.  Be  eafy  about 
your  fafety  ;  we  only  exid  to  ferve 
you;  we  are  eagerly  occupied  with 
this  point,  and  all  goes  ,on  well ; 
even  our  enemies  feel  themfelves 
too  much  intereded  in  your  prefer- 
vation  to  commit  an  ufelefs  crime 
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which  would  terminate  in  their  own 
deftmblion.  Adieu. 

'  *  L.  S.  Xavier  and 
4  Charles  Philippe.* 
44  What  have  you  to  anfwer  ?” 

Louis.  44  I  difowned  all  the  pro¬ 
ceedings  of  my  brothers,  according 
as  the  eonllitution  prefcribed  me  to 
do,  and  from  the  moment  they 
came,  to  my  knowledge.  Of  this 
note  I  know  nothing.” 

Pref.  44  The  foldiers  of  the  line, 
who  were  to  be  put  on  the  war  ef- 
tabliihment,  confided  but  of  one 
hundred  thoufand  men  at  the  end  of 
December,  you  therefore  negledfed 
to  provide  for  the  fafety  of  the  (fate 
from  abroad.  Narbonne  required  a 
levy  of  fifty  thoufand  men,  but  he 
flopped  the  recruiting  at  twenty-fix 
thoufand,  in  giving  affurances  that 
all  was  ready  ;  yet  there  was  no 
truth  in  thefe  affurances.  Servan 
propofed  after  him  to  form  a  camp 
of  twenty  thoufand  men  near  Paris; 
it  was  decreed  by  the  legiflative  af- 
fembly  ;  you  refufed  your  fan&ion. 
— What  have  you  to  anfwer?” 

Louis.  **  I  had  given  to  the  rni- 
nifters  all  the  orders  for  expediting 
the  augmentation  of  the  army  :  in 
the  month  of  December  laff,  the 
returns  were  laid  before  the  affem- 
bly.  If  they  deceived  themfelves, 
it  is  not  my  fault.” 

Pref.  “  A  flight  of  patriotifm 
made  the  citizens  repair  to  Paris 
from  all  quarters.  You  iffued  a 
proclamation,  tending  to  flop  their 
march  ;  at  the  fame  time  our  camps 
were  without  foldiers.  Dumou- 
rier,  the  fucceffor  of  Servan,  de¬ 
clared  that  the  nation  had  neither 
arms,  ammunition,  nor  provifions, 
and  that  the  polls  were  left  de- 
fencelefs.  You  waited  to  be  urged 
by  a  requeft  made  to  the  minifter 
Lajard,  when  the  legiflative  affern- 
bly  wiflied  to  point  out  the  means 
:#f  providing  for  the  external  fafety 
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of  the  (late,  by  proposing  the  levy 
of  forty-two  battalions.  You  gave 
com  million  to  the  commande:  s  of 
the  troops  to  di (band  the  army,  to 
force  whole  regiments  to  defert^ 
and  to  make  them  pafs  the  Rhine 
to  put  them  at  the  difpofal  of  your 
brothers,  and  of  Leopold  of  AuL 
tria,  with  wham  you  had  intelli¬ 
gence.  This  faff  is  proved  by  the 
letter  of  Toulougeon,  governor  of 
Franche  Comte. — What,  have  you 
to  anfwer  ?” 

Louis.  44  I  know  nothing  of  thi* 
circumftance  ;  there  is  not  a  word 
of  truth  in  this  charge.” 

Pref.  44  You  charged  your  diplo** 
matical  agents  to  favour  this  coali¬ 
tion  of  foreign  powers  and  your 
brothers,  again  11  France,  and  es¬ 
pecially  to  cement  the  peace  be.- 
t wee ii  Turkey  and  Aulfria,  and  to 
procure  thereby  a  larger  number  of 
troops  again  ft  France  from  the 
latter.  A  letter  of  Choifeul-Gouf- 
fier,  arnbaffador  at  Conftantinople, 
verifies  the  fact — What  have  you  to 
anfwer  ? 

Louis.  44  M.  ChoiFeul  did  not 
fpeak  the  truth  :  no  fuch  thing  has 
ever  been.” 

Pref.  44  The  Prufiians  advanced 
againft  our  frontiers:  your  mini¬ 
fter  was  fummoned  on  the  8th  of 
July  to  give  an  account  of  the  (late 
of  our  political  relations  with  Pruf- 
lia;  you  anfwered,  on  the  ioth, 
that  fifty  thoufand  Prufiians  were 
marching  againft  us,  and  that  you 
gave  notice  to  the'  legiflative  body 
of  the  formal  adis  of  the  pending 
hoftilities,  in  conformity  to  the 
conftitution.— What  have  you  to 
anfwer 

Louis.  44  It  was  only  at  that  pe¬ 
riod  I  had  knowledge  of  it  :  all  the 
correfpondence  palled  with  the  mi- 
nifters,” 

Pref.  44  You  er.tr uffed  Dabari- 
court,  the  nephew  of  Caionne.  with 
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the  department  of  war ;  and  fuch 
has  been  the  fuccefs  of  your  con- 
fpiraey,  that  the  polls  of  Longwy 
and  Verdun  were  furrendered  to  the 
enemy  at  the  moment  of  their  appear¬ 
ance— What  have  you  to  anfwer 

Louts.  “  I  did  not  know  that 
Dabancourt  was  M.  Caionne’s  ne¬ 
phew  j  I  have  not  divefi.ed  the 
polls.  I  would  not  have  permitted 
inyfelf  fuch  a  thing  ;  I  know  no¬ 
thing  of  it,  if  it  has  been  fo.” 

Pref.  “  You  have  deftroyed  our 
navy — avail  number  of  officers  be¬ 
longing  to  that  corps  had  emi¬ 
grated,  there  fcarcely  remained  any 
to  do  duty  in  the  harbours  ;  mean¬ 
while  Bertrand  was  granting  pair- 
ports  every  day  ;  and  when  the  le¬ 
g-illative  body  reprefented  to  you 
his  criminal  conduct  on  the  8th  of 
March,  you  anfweredy  that  you 
were  fatisfied  with  his  fervices — 
What  have  you  to  anfwer 

Louis.  “  I  have  done  all  I  could 
to  retain  the  officers.  As  to  M. 
Bertrand,  lince  the  legiflative  af- 
fembly  prefented  no  complaint  a- 
gain  ft  him,  that  might  have  put 
him  in  a  Hate  of  accufation,  I  did 
not  think  proper  to  turn  him  out  of 
office.” 

Pref.  You  have  favoured  the 
maintenance  of  abfolute  govern¬ 
ment  in  the  colonies ;  your  agents 
fomented  troubles  and  counter-revo¬ 
lutions  throughout  diem,  which 
took  place  at  the  lame  epoch  when 
it  was  to  have  been  brought  about 
in  France,  which  indicates  plainly 
that  your  hand  laid  this  plot— 
What  have  you  to  anfwer  ?” 

Louis.  i(  If  there  are  any  of  my 
agents  in  the  colonies,  they  have 
not  ipoken  the  truth  ;  I  had  no¬ 
thing  to  do  with  what  you  have 
juft  mentioned.’* 

Pref.  “  The  interim*  of  the  ftate 
was  convulfed  by  fanatics ;  you 
avowed  yourfelf  their  protestor,  ia 


manifefting  your  evident  interfil'd?* 
of  recovering  by  them  your  ancient 
power. — What  have  you  to  an¬ 
fwer  ?” 

Louis.  “  I  cannot  anfwer  to 
this ,  I  know  nothing  of  fuch  a 
project.” 

Pref.  u  The  legiflative  body  had 
palled  a  decree  on  the  29th  of  Janu¬ 
ary,  again  ft  the  factious  priefts ; 
you  fufpended  its  execution. — 
What  have  yon  to  anfwer  ?” 

Louis.  “  The  conftitution  re- 
ferved  to  me  the  free  right  to  refufe 
my  landtion  of  the  decrees.” 

Pref.  i(  The  troubles  had  In- 
creafed  ;  the  minifter  declared  that 
he  knew  no  means,  in  the  laws  ex* 
tant,  to  arraign  the  guilty.  The 
legiflative  body  enabled  a  freffi  de¬ 
cree,  which  you  likewife  fufpend¬ 
ed. — What  have  you  to  fay  to 
this  ?” 

[Louis  replied  in  the  fame  man¬ 
ner  as  in  the  preceding 
charge.] 

Pref.  “  The  uncitiaen-like  con- 
du£t  of  the  guards  whom  the  con- 
ftitution  had  granted  you,  had  ren¬ 
dered  it  neceftary  to  difhand  them. 
The  day  after,  you  lent  them  a 
letter  expreffive  of  your  fatisfadtion, 
and  continued  their  pay.  This  fadf 
is  proved  by  the  treafurer  of  tfie 
civil  lift.— What  have  you  to  an¬ 
fwer  ?” 

Louis.  “  I  only  continued  them 
in  pay  till  freffi  ones  could  be  raifed* 
according  to  the  tenor  of  the  de¬ 
cree.’  ’ 

Pref.  “  You  kept  near  your  pep* 
fon  the  Swifs  guards  j  the  confti¬ 
tution  forbade  you  this,  and  the  le¬ 
giflative  affembly  had  exprefsly  or¬ 
dained  their  departure*—' What  have  ' 
you  to  anfwer  V} 

Louis.  €<  I  have  executed  all  the 
decrees  that  have  been  enadled  in 
this  refpedi.” 

Pref.  H  You  had  private  eompa- 
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mfes  at  Paris,  charged  to  operate 
movements  ufeful  to  your  projects 
of  a  counter-revolution.  Dangre- 
mont  and  Gilles  jvere  two  of  your 
agents,  who  had  faiaries  from  the 
civil  lilt.  The  receipts  of  Gilles, 
who  was  ordered  to  raife  a  compa¬ 
ny  of  lixty  men,  fliall  be  prefen  ted 
to  you. — What  have  you  to  an- 
fwer  ?” 

Louis,  44  I  have  no  knowledge 
whatever  of  the  projects  laid  to 
their  charge  ;  the  idea  of  a  coun¬ 
ter-revolution  never  entered  into 
my  mind.” 

Pref.  44  You  wifhed  to  fuborn, 
with  confiderable  fums,  feveral 
members  of  the  legifiative  and  con- 
ftituent  afiemblies.  Letters  from 
St.  Leon  and  others  evince  the  re¬ 
ality  of  thefe  deeds. — -What  have 
you  to  anfwer  ?” 

Louis.  44  Several  perfons  prefent- 
ed  themfelves  with  fimilar  decrees, 
but  I  have  waved  them.’5 

Pref.  “  Who  are  they  that  pre- 
fented  you  with  thofe  projects 

Louis.  44  The  plans  were  fo 
vague  that  I  do  not  recolledi  them 
now.” 

Pref.  44  Who  are  thofe  to  whom 
you  gave  money  ?” 

Louis.  44  I  gave  money  to  no¬ 
body. 

Pref.  44  You  fuffered  the  French 
name  to  be  reviled  in  Germany, 
Italy,  and  Spain  ;  fince  you  omitted 
to  demand  fatisLflion  for  the  bad 
treatment  which  the  French  filter¬ 
ed  in  thofe  countries. — What  have 
you  to  anfwer  V* 

Louis.  44  The  diplomatical  cor 
refpondence  will  prove  the  contra¬ 
ry;  belides,  this  was  a  concern  of 
the  minifiers.” 

Pref.  44  You  reviewed  the  Swifs 
on  the  ioth  of  Auguft,  at  five 
o’clock  in  the  morning  ;  and  the 
owifs  were  the  firil  who  fired  upon 
the  citizens.” 


H3 

Louis.  44  I  went- on  that  day  to 
review  all  the  troops  that  were  af- 
fembled  about  me  ;  the  confiituted 
authorities  were  with  me,  the  de¬ 
partment,  the  mayor  and  munici¬ 
pality  ;  I  had  even  invited  thither 
a  deputation  of  the  national  afiem- 
bly,  and  I  afterwards  repaired  into 
the  midft  of  them  with  my  family.”’ 

Pref.  44  Why  did  you  draw 
troops  to  the  cafile  V* 

Louis.  44  All  the  confiituted  au¬ 
thorities  faw  that  the  cafile  was 
threatened  ;  and  as  I  was  a  con- 
fiituted  authority,  I  had  a  right  to 
defend  myfelf.” 

Pref.  44  Why  did  you  fiummon 
the  mayor  of  Paris,  in  the  night 
between  the  9th  and  ioth  of  Au¬ 
guft,  to  the  cafile  V1 

Louis.  44  On  account  of  the  re¬ 
ports  that  were  circulated.5' 

Pref.  44  You  have  caufed  the 
blood  of  the  French  to  be  Ihed.” 

Louis.  44  No,  fir,  not  1.” 

Pref.  44  You  authorized  Septeui! 
to  carry  on  a  confiderable  trade  in 
Corn,  (ugar  and  coffee  at  Hamburg. 
This  fact  is  proved  by  a  letter  of 
Septeui!. ” 

Louis.  44  I  know  nothing  of 
what  you  fay.”  \ 

j  J 

Pref.  44  Why  did  you  affix  a  veto 
on  the  decree  which  ordained  the 
formation  of  a  camp  of  twenty 
thoufand  men  :55 

Louis.  44  The  conftitution  left  to 
me  the  free  right  of  refufing  my 
fandtion  of  the  decrees  ;  and  even 
from  that  period  t  had  demanded 
the  affemblage  of  a  camp  at  Soif- 
fons.” 

Prendent,  addreffing  the  conven¬ 
tion.  44  The  queftions  are  done 
with55 — (To  Louis) — 44  Louis,  is 
there  any  thing  that  you  wifh  to 
add  r” 

Louis.  44 1  requefi  a  communica¬ 
tion  of  the  charges  which  I  have 
.heard,  and  of  the  pieces  relating 

thereto* 
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thereto,  and  the  liberty  of  choof- 
fng  counfel  for  my  defence.  ” 

Valaze,  who  fat  near  the  bar, 
prefented  and  read  to  Louis  Capet 
the  pieces,  viz.  The  memoir  of 
Laporte  and  Mirabeau,  and  fome 
others,  containing  plans  of  a  coun¬ 
ter-revolution. 

Louis.  u  I  difown  them.” 

Valaze  next  prefented  feveral 
other  papers,  on  which  the  aft  of 
accufation  was  founded,  and  afked 
the  king  if  he  recognized  them. 
Thefe  papers  were  the  following. 

Valaze.  “  Letter  of  Louis  Ca¬ 
pet,  dated  June  29,  1790,  fettling 
his  connexions  with  Mirabeau  and 
La  Fayette,  to  effeft  a  revolution 
in  the  conftitution,” 

Louis.  “  £  referve  to  myfelf  to 
anfwer  the  contents” — (Valaze 
read  ‘the  letter)-— “  It  is  only  a 
plan,  in  which  there  is  no  queftion 
about  a  counter-revolution  ;  the 
letter  was  not  to  have  been  lent.'’ 

Valaze.  “  Letter  of  Loms  Capet, 
©f  the  2 2d  of  April,  relative  to 
conventions  about  the  Jacobins, 
about  the  prefident  of  the  commit¬ 
tee  of  finances,  and  the  committee 
of  domains ;  it  is  dated  by  the  hand 
of  Louis  Capet.” 

Louis.  “  1  difown. it.” 

Valaze.  <(  Letter  of  Laporte, 
of  Thurfday  morning,  March  3, 
marked  in  the  margin,  in  the  hand¬ 
writing  of  Louis  Capet,  with 
March  3,  1791,  implying  a  pre¬ 
tended  ruptm-e  between  Mirabeau 
and  the  Jacobins.” 

Louis.  “  I  difown  it.” 

Valaze.  <c  Letter  -..of  Laporte 
without  date,  in  his  hand-writting, 
but  marked  in  the  margin  by  the 
hand  of  Louis  Capet,  containing 
•  particulars  refpefling  the  laft  mo¬ 
ments  of  Mirabeau,  and  expreffing 
•/the  care  that  had  been  taken  to 
■conceal  from  the  knowledge  of 
men*  fame  papers  of  great  concern 


which  had  been  depofited  with  MK 
rabeau.” 

Louis.  “  I  difown  it  as  well  a8 
the  reft.” 

Valaze.  t(  Plan  of  a  confuta¬ 
tion,  or  revision  of  the  conftitution, 
figned  La  Fayette,  addrened  to 
Louis  Capet,  April  6,  1790,  mark¬ 
ed  in  the  margin  with  a  line  in  his 
own  hand-writing.” 

Louis.  “  Theft-  things  have  been 
blotted  out  by  the  conftitution.” 

Valaze.  “  Do  you  know  this 
writing  ?” 

Louis.  te  I  do  not.” 

Valaze.  “  Your  marginal  com¬ 
ments 

Louis.  <c  I  do  not.” 

Valaze.  “  Letter  of  Laporte  of 
the  19th  of  April,  marked  in  the 
margin  by  Louis  Capet,  April  19, 
1791,  mentioning  a  converfation 
with  Rivarol.” 

Louis.  “  I  difown  it.” 

Valaze.  u  Letter  of  Laporte, 
marked  April  16,  1791,  in  which 
it  feems  complaints  are  made  of  Mi¬ 
rabeau,  the  abbe  Perigord,  Andre, 
and  Beaumetz,  who  do  not  feem  to 
acknowledge  facrifices  made  for 
their  fake.” 

Louis.  “  I  difown  it  likewife.” 

Valaze.  “  Letter  of,  Laporte  of 
the  23d  of  February,  1.791,  mark¬ 
ed  and  dated  in  the  hand-writing  of 
Louis  Capet ;  a  memorial  annexed 
to  it,,  refpecting  the  means  of  his 
gaining  popularity.” 

Louis.  “  I  know  neither  of  thefe 
pieces.” 

Valaze.  <£  Several  pieces  with¬ 
out  fignature,  found  in  the  caftle 
of  the  Tuilleries,  in  the  gap  which 
was  fhut  in  the  walls  of  the  palace, 
relating  to  the  expences  to  gai% 
that  popularity.”  * 

Pref.  •“  Previous  to  an  exatnina* 
tion  on  this  fubjeft,  I  wifh  to  afk 
a  preliminary  queftion  : — Have  you 
daufed  a  prefs  with  an  iron  door  to 
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be.  Ccnftrufted  in  the  caftle  of  the 
Tuilleries,  and  had  you  your  papers 
locked  up  in  that  prefs 

Louis.  “  I  have  no  knowledge 
of  it  whatever.” 

Valaze.  “  Hefe  is  a  day-book 
written  by  Louis  Capet  himfelf, 
containing  the  penfions  he  has 
granted  out  of  his  coffer  from  177 6 
till  179 2,  in  which  are  obferved 
fome  douceurs  granted  to  Aclo- 
ique.” 

Louis.  “  This  I  own,  but  it  con- 
fifts  of  charitable  donations  which  1 
have  made.” 

Valaze.  “  Different  lifts  of  fums 
paid  to  the  Scotch  companies  of 
Noailles,  Gramont,  Montmorency, 
and  Luxemburgh,  on  the  9th  of 
July,  1791.” 

Louis.  “  This  is  prior  to  the 
epoch  when  I  forbade  them  to  be 
paid.” 

Pref.  “  Louis,  where  had  you 
depofited  thofe  pieces  which  you 
own  ?” 

Louis.  “  With  my  treafurer.” 

Valaze.  “  Do  you  know  thefe 
penfion  lifts  of  the  life  guards,  the 
one  hundred  Swifs,  and  the  king’s 
guards  for  1792  ?” 

Louis.  “  I  do  not.” 

Valaze.  “  Several  pieces  relative 
to  the  confpiracy  of  the  camp  of 
Jales,  the  originals  of  which  are 
depofited  among  the  records  of  the 
department  of  L’Ardeche.” 

Louis.  “  I  have  not  the  fmalleft 
knowledge  of  them.” 

Valaze.  “  Letter  of  Eouille, 
dated  Mentz,  bearing  an  account 
of  993  000  livres  received  of  Louis 
Capet.” 

!  Louis.  “  I  difown  it.” 

Valaze.  “An  order  for  payment 
E)f  168,000  livres,  figned  Louis, 
£ndorfed  Le  Bonneirs,  with  a  let¬ 
ter  and  billet  of  the  fame.” 

Louis.  “  I  difown  it.” 

Valaze.  “  Two  pieces  relative 
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to  a  prefent  made  to  the  wife  of 
Polignac,  and  to  Lavauguyon  and 
Choifeul.” 

Louis.  “  I  difown  them  as  well 
as  the  others.” 

VaUze.  “  Here  is  a  note  figned 
by  the  two  brothers  of  the  late  king, 
mentioned  in  the  declaratory  aft.” 

Louis.  “  I  know  nothing  of  it.” 

Valaze.  “  Here  are  pieces  relat¬ 
ing  to  the  affair  of  Choifeul-Gouf- 
fier,  at  Conftantinople.” 

Louis.  “  I  have  no  knowledge 
of  them.” 

Valaze.  “  Here  is  a  letter  of  the 
late  king  to  the  bifhop  of  Clermont, 
with  the  anfwer  of  the  latter,  of  the 
1 6th  of  April  1791.” 

Louis.  “  I  difown  it.” 

Pref.  “  Do  you  not  acknow¬ 
ledge  your  writing  and  your  fig- 
net.” 

Louis.  “  I  do  not.” 

Pref.  “  The  feal  bears  the  arms 
of  France.” 

Louis.  “  Several  perfons  made 
ufe  of  that  feal.” 

Valaze.  “  Do  you  acknowledge 
this  lift  of  fums  paid  to  Gilles  ?” 

Louis.  “  I  do  not.” 

Valaze.  “  Here  is  a  memoran¬ 
dum  for  indemnifying  the  civil  lift 
for  the  military  penfions  ;  a  letter 
of  Dufrefne  St.  Leon,  which  re¬ 
lates  to  it.” 

Louis.  u  I  know  none  of  thefe 
pieces.” 

When  the  whole  had  been  invef- 
tigated  in  this  manner,  the  preli- 
dent,  addreffing  the  king,  faid,  “I 
have  no  other  queftions  to  propofe 
r— have  you  any  thing  more  to  add 
in  your  defence  ?” — “  I  defire  to 
have  a  copy  of  the  accufation,”  re¬ 
plied  the  king,  “  and  of  the  papers 
on  which  it  is  founded.  I  alfo  de¬ 
fire  to  have  a  counfel  of  my  own  no¬ 
mination.”  Barrere  informed  him, 
that  his  two  firft  requefts  were  al¬ 
ready  decreed,  and  that  the  deter- 
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miaatiou  refpc&ing  the  other  would 
he  made  known  to  him  in  due 
time. 

It  would  have  been  an  excels  of 
cruelty  to  rerufe  a  requell  fo  reafon- 
able  in*  it-feif  \  it  was  therefore  de¬ 
creed  that  eounfel  Ibould  be  allowed 
to  the  king,  and  his  choice  fell 
upon  M.  M.  Tranche!,  Larnoi- 
gnon-Malefherbes,  and  Defeze  ;  he 
had  previoufly  applied  to  M.  Tar¬ 
get  ,  who  excufed  himfelf  on  ac- 
cout  of  his  age  and  infirmity.  On 
the  26th  of  December  the  king  ap¬ 
peared  for*  the  lad  time  at  the  bar 
of  the  convention,  and  M.  Defeze 
read  a  defence  which  the  eounfel 
had  prepared,  and  which  was  equal¬ 
ly  admired  for  the  folidity  of  the 
argument  and  the  beauty  of  the 
competition. 

When  the  defence  was  finithed, 
he  arofe,  and,  holding  a  paper  in 
his  hand,  pronounced  in  a  calm 
manner,  and  with  a  firm  voice, 
what  follows  44  Citizens,  you 
have  heard  my  defence ;  I  now 
fpeak  to  you  perhaps  for  the  laft 
time,  and  declare  that  my  eounfel 
have  afterted  nothing  to  you  but 
the  truth  5:  tny  confeience  re¬ 
proaches  me  with  nothing :  I  ne¬ 
ver  was  afraidof  having  my  conduct 
inveftigated  ;  but  I  obferved  with 
great  uneafinefs,  that  I  was  acculed 
of  giving  orders  for  fhedding  the 
blood  of  the  people  on  the  1  pth  of 
Auguft.  The  proofs  I  have  given 
through  my  whole  life  of  a  con¬ 
trary  difpofition,  I  hoped,  would 
have  faved  me  from  fuch  an  imputa¬ 
tion,  which  I  now  folemnly  declare 
is  entirely^  graundlefs,”' 

The  difcuflion  was  fatally  clofed 
t>n  the  1 6th  of  Januaiy.  After  a 
fitting  of  near  thirty-four  hours,  the 
pujiijhment  of  death  Was  awarded 
by  a  imall  majority  of  the  conven¬ 
tion,  and  feveral  of  thefe  differing 
itt  opinion  from  ths  reft,  r.efpe&ing 


the  time  when  it  fhould  be  infiidl- 
ed ;  fome  contending  that  it  thould 
not  be  put  in  execution  till  after  the 
end  of  the  war,  while  others  pro- 
pofea  to  take  the  fenfe  of  the  peo¬ 
ple  by  referring  the  fentence  to  the 
primary  alfemblies. 

After  all  the  members  had  voted, 
the  prefident  rofe  to  pronounce  the 
refill t  of  their  deliberations  ;  a  pro¬ 
found  and  awful  filence  enfued, 
while  he  declared,  That  out  of 
feven  hundred  and  twenty-one  votes, 
three  hundred  and  fixty-fix  were 
for  death,  three  hundred  and  nine¬ 
teen  for  imprisonment  during  the 
war,  two  for  perpetual  imprifon- 
ment,  eight  for  a  fufpenfion  of  the 
execution  of  death  till  after  the  ex- 
pulfion  of  the  Bourbons ;  twenty- 
three  were  for  not  putting  him  to 
death,  unlefs  the  French  territory 
thould  be  invaded  by  fome  foreign, 
power  ;  and  one  was  for*death,  but 
with  commutation  of  punithmenU 
The  prefident  concluded  in  a  lower 
and'  more  folemn  tone,  and,  taking 
off  his  hat,  pronounced,  44  In  con- 
fequence  of  this  I  declare,  that  the 
punifhment  decreed  by  the  national 
convention  againft  Louis  Capet  i$ 
death The  Spanith  court  through 
the  medium  of  its  minifter  made  a 
becoming  application  to  the  atfem- 
bly,  previous  to  the  palling  of  the; 
fentence,  in  behalf  of  the  depofed 
fovereign  ;  but  the  reading  of  the 
letter  was  rejected  with  equal  inlo- 
lence  and  imprudence.  At  this 
period  of  the  fitting,  the  king’s 
three  counfellors  were  admitted  to 
the  bar,  and  one  of  them,  M* 
Defeze,  addretfed  the  convention : 

44  Citizens,  reprefentatives,  the 
law  of  the  nation  and  your  decrees 
have  enlrufted  to  us  the  facrecf 
function  of  the  defence  of  Louis. 
We  come,  with  regret,  to  prefeut 
to  you  the  laft  aeft  of  our  function. 
Louis,  has  given  to  us  his  exprefs 
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iWge  to  read  to  you  a  letter  fign- 
;d  with  his  own  hand,  of  which 
he  following  is  a  copy  : 

Letter  from  LduiSi 

“  I  owe  it  to  my  honour*  I  owe 
t  to  my  family,  not  to  fubfcribe  to 
i  fentence  which  declares  me  guil- 
:y  of  a  crime  of  which  I  cannot  ac- 
;ufe  myfelf.  In  corifequence  I  ap¬ 
peal  to  the  nation  from  the  fentence 
)f  its  reprefentatives ;  and  I  com. 
nit  by  thefe  prefents  to  the  fidelity 
>f  my  defenders,  to  make  known 
o  the  national  convention  this  ap- 
)eal,  by  all  the  means  in  their 
)ower,and  to  demand,  that  mention 
f  it  be  made  in  the  minutes  of  their 
fttiqg* 

(Signed)  Louis.”. 

'  $F.  Defeze  then  folemnly  invoked 
hfeaffembly  in  the  name  of  his  col¬ 
ognes,  to  confider  by  what  a 
nail  majority  the  punifhment  of 
eath  was  pronounced  againft  the 
ethroned  monarch.  “  Do  not  af- 
i6l  France,’*  added  this  eloquent 
ivocate,  “  by  a  judgment  that 
dll  appear  terrible  to  her,  when 
ve  voices  only  were  prefumed  fuf- 
cient  to  carry  it.’*  He  appealed 
>  eternal  juft  ice,  and  facred  huma- 
ity,  to  induce  the  convention  to 
-fer  their  fentence  to  the  tribunal 
f  the  people.  “  You  have  either 
>rgotten  or  deftroyed,”  faid  the 
debrated  M.  Tronchet,  “  the  le- 
ity  which  the  law  allows  to  cri- 
uhals,  of  requiring  at  lctft  two- 
nfxls  of  the  voices  to  conftitute  a 
sfiriitive  judgment.” 

Orie  effort  more  remained  to  be 
iade  in  favour  of  the  unfortunate 
ing,  arid  this  was  to  prefii  for  a 
fpite  of  the  fentende  of  death, 
he  appel-nominat  on  this  import - 
it  queftion  was  terminated  at  mid- 
ght  on  Saturday  the  rgth  of  Jav 
i^ry.  The  deputies  in  giving 
feir  votes  were  reftrkfted  to  a  fim- 
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pie  yes  or  no ,  without  being  per¬ 
mitted  to  argue  the  point :  on  the 
ferutiny  310  votes  appeared  in  fa¬ 
vour  of  the  refpite,'  and  380  againft: 
it. 

By  the  criminal  code,  which, 
when  it  favoured  their  defigns,  the 
convention  were  difpofed  to  adopt 
as  the  rule  of  their  conduct,  the 
execution  of  every  criminal  was  to 
fucceed  the  fentence  in  the  courfe 
of  twenty-four  hours  ;  and  the  ex¬ 
ecutive  council  were  accordingly 
inftruded  to  prepare  the  devoted 
Louis  for  his  fate.  In  the  mean 
time  he  was  allowed  a  free  commu¬ 
nication  with  his  family,  and  th£ 
choice  of  an  ecclefiaftic  to  attend 
him  in  his  laft  moments.  The  king 
requefted  only  a  refpite  for  three 
days,  in  order  to  prepare  himfelf 
for  eternity  ;  and  at  the  fame  time 
entreated  that  he  might  be  freely 
vifited  by  a  perfort  whom  he  fhould 
name  to  the  commiffioners  on  duty 
at  the  Temple,  and  that  his  family 
might  be  permitted  to  withdraw 
from  France  to  any  country  they 
chofe.  It  will  be  difficult  for  the 
advocates  of  the  convention  to  juf. 
tify  their  refufal  of  the  ftiort  delay 
that  was  folicited.  It  rriight  be 
that  tumults  were  to  be  apprehend¬ 
ed  among  the  populace  ;  but  the 
whole  tran  faction  is  too  corre- 
fpondent  with  that  fanguinary  dif- 
pofition  which  the  French  on  fo 
many  occafions  have  lately  evinced. 

After  palling  Sunday  in  prepara¬ 
tions  for  his  approaching  change, 
and  taking  an  eternal  and  agoniz¬ 
ing  farewell  of  his  wife  and  family* 
the  unfortunate  Louis,  as  the  clocks 
of  Paris  founded  eight  on  Monday 
morning  the  21ft  of  January,  was 
fummonea  to  his  fate.  The  mo¬ 
narch  afeended  the  fcaffold  with  he¬ 
roic  fortitude,  with  a  firm  ftep, 
arid  a  countenance  void  of  difmay. 
He  was  attended  to  the  place  of 
execution  by  ail  ecclefiaftic  of  the 
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name  of  Edgeworth,  of  an  Iriffi  fa¬ 
mily,  who  had  been  confeflor  to 
the  princefs  Elizabeth.  It  has 
been  laid  that  the  firmnefs  difplayed 
by  the  king  in  his  lad  moments, 
was  derived  chiefly  from  a  hope 
which  he  entertained  of  being  able 
to  interefl  the  people  in  his  favour. 
We  have  good  reafon  to  believe 
the  infinuation  groundlefs,  and  that 
his  courage  and  refignation  were 
entirely  derived  from  what  can 
alone  fupport  a  human  being  in  the 
extreme  of  adverfity,  the  hopes  and 
conjolations  of  religion. 

It  is  true,  that  on  afcending  the 
fcaffold  he  attempted  to  addrefs  the 
populace ;  but  there  was  nothing 
in  the  exordium  of  his  fpeech  which 
indicated  a  hope  of  life*.  After  fur- 
veying  the  multitude  a  few  mo¬ 
ments,  he  waved  his  hand  for  fi- 
lence,  which  immediately  took 
place  ;  and  railing  his  voice,  he 
exclaimed,  “  Frenchmen,  !  die  in¬ 
nocent,  I  pardon  all  my  enemies, 
and  I  wifh  that  France — ’’At  this 
moment  the  inhuman  Santerre,  who 
prefided  at  the  execution,  ordered 
the  drums  to  beat  and  the  execu¬ 
tioners  to  perform  their  office.  Tire 
king’s  voice  was  drowned  in  the 
noife  of  the  drums,  and  the  cla¬ 
mours  of  the  foldiery.  As  the  fa¬ 
tal  inflrument  of  death  defcended 
on  his  head,  the  confeffor  exclaim¬ 
ed — “  Son  of  St.  Louis,  afcend 
into  heaven  !”  The  bleeding  head 
was  exhibited  to  the  populace,  foine 
of  whom  fliouted  Vive  la  Repuhlique  ! 
but  the  majority  appeared  to  be 
jflruck  dumb  with  horror,  while 
the  affe diion  of  many  led  them  to 
bathe  their  handkerchiefs  in  his 
blood;  and  his  hair  was  fold  in 
{mall  parcels,  probably  to  thofe 
whofe  piety  and  tendernefs  would 
efteem  it  as  an  ineilimable  relic. 

“  As  if  every  incident  of  this  tra¬ 
gedy,”  fays  an  elegant  writer,  “  had 
been  intended  to  difplay  the  Grange 


viciffitudes  of  human  fortune,"  33 
if  every  feene  were  meant  *  to 
point  a  moral,’  the  body  was  con-' 
veyed  in  a  cart  to  the  parifh  church 
of  St.  Madelaine,  and  laid  among 
the  bodies  of  thofe  who  had  been 
crushed  to  death  on  the  Place  de 
Louis  XV.  when  Louis  the  fix- 
teenth  was  married,  and  of  thofe- 
who  had  fallen  before  the  chateau 
of  the  Tuilleri-es  on  the  ipth  of 
Au  gull. 

“  The  grave  was  filled  with 
quicklime,  and  a  guard  placed  over 
it  till  the  corpfe  was  confirmed* 
The  ground  was  then  carefully  le¬ 
velled  with  the  furrounding  earth,' 
and  no  trace  or  veftige  remains  of 
that  fpot  to  which,  fnrouded  by  the 
doubtful  gloom  of  twilight,  ancient, 
loyalty  might  have  repaired,  and 
poured  a  tear,  or  fuperilition  breath¬ 
ed  its  ritual  for  the  departed  fpirit.”! 

Thus  fell  Louis  XVI.  to  whom 
with  forne  propriety  has  been  ap¬ 
plied  an  exprefiion  of  our  own 
Shakefpeare — “  A  man  more  fin¬ 
ned  againfl:  than  finning !’  ?  Hejl 
was  born,  in  difficult  times  ;  and  in; 
his  domeflic  connexion  he  was  pe-| 
culiarly  unfortunate*  We  are  far 
from  within  g  to  charge  with  op¬ 
probrium  the  memory  of  one,  who, 
by  the  feverity  of  her  fufferings, 
has,  we  trull,  more  than  expiated 
her  offences  ;  but  the  duty  of  hif- 
torians  obliges  us  to  remark,  that 
from  the  pride,  the  licentioufnefs, 
the  vanity,  the  intriguing  fpirit  of 
Marie  Antoinette,  that  odium  and 
unpopularity  which  terminated  fo> 
fatally  to  her  hufband  and  herfelf, 
undoubtedly  originated. 

The  fate  of  Louis  will  prove  a< 
falutary  leffon  to  all  who,  in  future, 
are  placed  in  ilations  of  high  autho¬ 
rity.  By  wantonly  engaging  in  a 
contefl:  which  he  might  have  avoid¬ 
ed,  he  increafed  the  pecuniary  em- 
barraflments  of  the  nation  to  that 
fatal  excefi,  when  no  ordinary  ef- 
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fort  was  fuffieient  to  re  (lore  them. 
— May  the  example  operate  to  the 
■prevention  of  flatefman  from  the 
profecution  of  unneceflary  wars, 
and  from  the  guilty  effulion  of  hu¬ 
man  blood ! 

That  Louis  was  poffefied  of  good 
talents,  was  known  to  all  who  en¬ 
joyed  his  intimacy,  and  is  evident 
from  his  long  and  unpremeditated 
examination  before  the  convention, 
which,  in  jullice  to  his  memory,  we 
thought  it  right  to  infert.  During 
the  firft  years  of  his  reign,  however, 
the  indolence  of  his  difpofition  and 
habits  of  felf-indulgence  operated 
to  caft  his  abilities  into  fhade,  and 
they  were?  only  called  forth  by  the 
fevere  trials  of  adverfity.  He  was 
■certainly  of  a  benevolent  temper, 
and  always  appears  to  have  defied 
the  good  of  his  people  ;  but  it  muff 
be  added,  that  he  defired  it  in  his 
own  way,  for  he  always  appears  to 
have  been  tenacious  of  power,  and 
to  have  parted  with  it  with  reluct¬ 
ance,  It  would  have  been  happier 
for  him  if,  from  the  firft  of  the  re¬ 
volution,  he  had  adted  a  more  de¬ 
cided  and  manly  part  on  one  fide 
or  the  other  ;  but  this  may,  per¬ 
haps,  be  excufed,  from  confidering 
the  habits  of  intrigue  in  which  he 
was  educated  in  the  old  court,  and 
from  the  perfuafion  of  corrupt  cour¬ 
tiers  by  whom  he  was  furrounded. 
But  it  was  unfortunate  :  for  the 
aflembling  of  the  troops  near  Paris, 
in  1789,  and  the  flight  to  Varennes 
appear  to  have  made  an  indelible  im- 
preflion  upon  the  minds  of  the  peo¬ 
ple,  and  to  have  generated  a  degree 
of  fufpicion  which  was  not  to  be 
eradicated. 

Of  his  guilt  or  innocence,  with 
refpeef  to  the  grand  charge  of  cor- 
refponding  with  the  emigrants,  and 
exciting  a  foreign  war  againft  his 
country,  for  the  purpofe  of  effect¬ 
ing  a  counter  revolution,  the  docu¬ 
ments  are  too  flight  to  enable  us  to 


form  a  decifive  opinion.  Thus  far 
it  may,  perhaps,  be  right  to  con¬ 
cede,  that  his,  intended  flight  to 
the  frontiers,  and  the  proclamation 
which  he  left  behind  him,  too  cer~ 
tainly  evinced  that  he  was  not  fatis- 
fied  with  the  limited  fhare  of  autho¬ 
rity  which  the  conftitution  of  1789 
allowed  him  ;  and  the  infults  and 
difgufts  which  he  afterwards  expe¬ 
rienced,  were  not  calculated  to  re¬ 
concile  him  to  it.  The  charge  re¬ 
lative  to  the  defence  of  the  Tuille- 
ries,  on  the  10th  of  Auguft  1792, 
appears  extremely  ill-founded.  That 
a  faction  exifted  who  were  defirous 
of  eftablifhing  a  republic  in  France, 
by  any  means ,  we  cannot  poffibly 
doubt ;  what  were  the  intentions 
of  the  court  party,  we  have  not  yet 
been  able  to  fathom:  but  judging 
from  external  appearances  only,  felf- 
defence  moft  certainly  juftified  the 
oppolition  to  the  armed  mob,  who 
aflailed  the  royal  refldence  on  that 
fatal  day. 

if,  however,  the  convention  were 
completely  convinced  of  the  crimi¬ 
nality  of  the  king ;  if  the  forcible 
objections  drawn  from  the  inviola¬ 
bility  attached  to  his  perfon  by  the 
conftitution,  and  the  incompetency 
of  the  tribunal  at  which  he  was  ar* 
raigned,  were  determined,  upon  the 
beft  principles,  to  be  nugatory  and 
unfounded,  Hill  they  ought  not  to 
have  condemned  him  upon  fuch  evi¬ 
dence  as  was  brought  againft  him. 
To  take  away  life  is  a  ferious  atft  ; 
and  the  cleared:  and  moft  decifive 
evidence  of  legal  criminality  is  ab- 
folutely  required.  He  who  has  a 
fingle  doubt  upon  his  mind,  and  yet 
condemns  a  fellow-creature  to  death, 
is  guilty  of  murder.  The  conduct 
of  Petion  and  the  Gironde  party, 
who  declared  him  guilty  upon  the 
evidence,  and  yet  wished,  by  fubter- 
fuges,  to  relcue  him  from  punifli- 
ment,  was  even  more  inconfiftent 
than  that  of  his  implacable  adver- 
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fanes  ;  but  both  evinced  their  total 
ignorance  of  the  principles  of  juf- 
tice,  of  the  nature  of  evidence,  and 
of  the  very  forms  that  ought  to  be 
preferved  in  all  judicial  proceedings. 

Some  of  thofe  members  of  the 
convention  who  had  been  moft  ftre- 
nuous  in  their  endeavours  to  fave 
the  life  of  the  king,  immediately 
refigned  their  feats,  particularly 
Xerfaint  and, Manuel.  The  mini¬ 
fter,  Roland,  alfo  refigned  on  this 
occafion,  and  for  this  caufe  ;  the 
war  minifter,  Pache,  was  foon  after 
difmilfed,  and  Bournonville  fucceed- 
ed  to  that  department.  The  resig¬ 
nation  of  both  Roland  and  Pache 
are,  however,  reprefented  by  ge¬ 
neral  Dumouriez  *  as  a  compro- 
mife  between  the  Gironde  and  Ja¬ 
cobin  parties  ;  and  Pache  was  foon 
after  placed  in  a  Hill  more  impor¬ 
tant  fituation,  that  of  mayor  of 
Paris. 

Soon  after  the  condemnation  of 
the  king,  M.  Pelletier  de  St.  Far- 
geau,  a  deputy  of  the  convention, 
who  had  voted  for  his  death,  was 
affaffinated  by  a  perfon  of  the  name 
of  Paris,  who  had  formerly  been 
erne  of  the  gardes  du  corps.  The 
convention  decreed  public  honours 
to  the  memory  of  Pelletier  ;  but 
the  affallin,  who  appeared  to  be  in- 
fane,  efcaped  to  the  country,  where 
lie  foon  after  deftroyed  himfelf. 

It  has  been  believed  by  fome  per- 
fons  of  great  political  fagaciiy,  that 
.  had  the  powers  of  Europe,  or  even 
thofe  who  were  Hill  neutral,  inter- 
pofed  in  favour  of  the  king  with 
the  fame  magnanimity  as  the  court 
of  Spain,  and  with  a  proper  degree 
of  franknefs  and  unequivocal  marks 
ot  good  faith,  and  good  intentions, 
his  life,  at  lead,  might  have  been 
fpared  ;  but  fo  hollile  from  the  be¬ 
ginning  of  the  revolution  had  al- 
raoft  every  court  appeared,  that  we 
cannot  wonder  that  the  French  na- 
*  See  his  Memoires.  f  See 


tion  confidered  themfclves  as  infu* 
lated  and  deferted,  and  looked  with 
a  fufpicious  eye  upon  the  motions 
of  every  other  Hate.  At  this  un¬ 
fortunate  period  too  they  were 
elated  with  their  temporary  fucc£f- 
fes  ;  and  if  it  was  really  the  wiffi  of 
any  other  nation  to  preferve  peace 
and  neutrality,  no  time  could  be 
more  improper  to  employ  towards 
this  impetuous  people  the  language 
of  arrogance  and  infult.  This  be¬ 
ing  the  true  Hate  of  the  cafe,  we 
rather  wonder  at  the  moderation 
which  chara£terized  the  firft  fteps 
of  their  negotiation  with  England, 
than  at  the  unfortunate  confequences 
which  afterwards  enfued. 

The  firft  oftenfible  caufes  of  com¬ 
plaint,  on  the  part  of  Great  Britain, 
we  have  already  feen,  were  the  in¬ 
tention  of  opening  the  Scheldt,  and 
the  decree  of  fraternization  of  the 
1 6th  of  November  f:  in  explana¬ 
tion  of  thefe  M.  Chauvelin,  who  , 
had  been  appointed  ambaffador  to 
London  by  Louis  XVI.  had  de¬ 
livered  an  official  note  to  the  fecre- 
tary  of  Hate,  on  the  27th  of  Le* 
cember ;  and  on  the  reiufal  of  the 
Britiffi  minifters  to  treat  with  M. 
Chauvelin,  as  minifter  from  the 
French  republic,  the  executivecoun- 
cil  confirmed  the  explanation  which 
he  had  previoufly  offered,  in  an  offi¬ 
cial  note  dated  on  the  4th  of  Ja¬ 
nuary  1793. 

In  that  note  the  executive  coun¬ 
cil  unequivocally  difclaim  the  con- 
ftru&ion  which  the  minifters  of  his 
Britannic  majefty  had  affedted  to 
put  upon  the  decree  of  the  16th  of 
November,  viz.  ci  That  the  French 
convention  had  held  out  encourage¬ 
ment  to  excite  to  rebellion  the  fe- 
ditious  of  all  nations.0  They  de¬ 
clare  that  the  decree  in  queflion 
“  could  not  be  applicable,  but  to 
the  Jingle  cafe,  when  the  general  will 
of  a  nation,  clearly  and  unequivocally 

ourlaft  Volume  j  alfo  Chap.  I.  of  this,  fi 
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expreffed,  fhould  call  for  the  affi fl¬ 
an  ce  and  fraternity  of  the  French 
nation.’*  With  refpecl  to  the  open¬ 
ing  of  the  Scheldt  they  obferve, 
u  that  it  is  a  queftion  absolutely 
indifferent  to  England,  that  it  is 
little  interefling  to  Holland,  but 
that  it  is  of  the  utmofl  importance 
to  the  Belgians.**  They  aflert  the 
natural  right  of  that  people  to  the 
navigation  of  the  river,  and  obferve, 
that  though  the  emperor  and  houfe 
of  Auilria  thought  it  proper  to  fur- 
render  this  right,  the  people  ought 
not  to  be  bound  by  an  authority  they 
no  longer  acknowledged.  They 
declare,  however,  as  the  French 
nation  has  renounced  all  conqueft, 
and  only  occupies  the  Netherlands 
during  the  war  ;  that  as  foon  as  the 
Belgic  nation  fhall  find  itfelf  in  full 
poffeffion  of  its  liberty,  and  when 
its  general  will  may  be  declared  le¬ 
gally  and  unfettered,  then  if  Eng¬ 
land  andHolland  fhall  affix  any  impor¬ 
tance  to  the  opening  of  the  Scheldt, 
the  executive  council  will  leave  that 
affair  to  a  direU  negotiation  with 
the  Belgians  themfelves.  If  the 
Belgians,  through  any  motive 
whatever,  fhall  confent  to  deprive 
themfelves  of  the  navigation  of  the 
Scheldt,  France  will  not  oppofe  it.” 

Whatever  may  have  been  the  er¬ 
rors  or  the  crimes  of  the  French, 
the  candid  and  reflecting  mind  can¬ 
not  compare  the  temperate  lan¬ 
guage  of  this  and  the  other  memo¬ 
rials  from  the  executive  council  of 
France,  with  the  infufferable  arro¬ 
gance  which  appears  in  the  official 
communications  of  lord  Grenville, 
without  drawinga  conciufion  greatly 
to  the  difadvantage  of  the  latter  *, 
While  thefe  queftions  were  thus  in 
agitation,  hoftile  preparations  were 
engaged  in  by  Great  Britain,  and. 
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foreign  corn  to  France,  while  it  was 
permitted  to  every  other  country ; 
and  two  veffels  which  had  already 
taken  in  their  lading  for  Bayonne 
were  compelled  to  difembark  it. 

If  the  language  of  lord  Grenville 
was  imperious  and  haughty  in  the 
higheft  degree,  that  which  was  em¬ 
ployed  by  lord  Auckland,  his  Bri¬ 
tannic  majefty’s  ambaffador  at  the 
Hague,  in  a  memorial  prefented  to 
the  ftates  general  of  the  United  Pro¬ 
vinces,  on  the  25th  of  January,  was 
totally  without  a  precedent  in  hif- 
tory,  as  proceeding  from  one  ftate 
which  wifhedtobeatpeace  with  ano¬ 
ther.  “  Wretches  affumingthe  title  of 
philofophers,  who  had  the  prefump- 
tion  to  think  themfelves  capable  of 
eftablifliing  a  new  fyflem  of  civil 
fociety,”  and  to  “  realize  a  dream 
of  vanity,”  who  “  deftroyed  all 
received  notions  of  fubordination, 
manners  and  religion,*’ were  the  mild 
and  gentle  terms  in  which  the  le- 
giflature  of  France  was  defcribed  in 
a  public  and  official  paper.  They 
were  further  charged  in  this  curi¬ 
ous  fpecimen  of  diplomatic  ability, 
with  “  imbecility  and  villany.”-— 
“  Property,  liberty,  fecurity,  even 
life  itfelf,”  were  faid  to  be  “  play¬ 
things  in  the  hands  of  thefe  infa¬ 
mous  men,  the  flaves  of  the  moft 
licentious  pafiions  of  rapine,  enmity, 
and  ambition.” 

One  of  the  moft  popular  pleas  for 
the  war  in  Great  Britain  has  been, 
u  that  the  French  were  the  firft  to 
publifh  a  declaration  of  war.”  If 
by  this  it  is  meant  to  be  aflerted, 
that  had  the  convention  not, declared 
war,  England  would  have  perfevered 
in  preferving  a  neutrality ;  it  may 
not  be  improper  to  afk  whether  this 
is  the  ftyle  of  pacification?  We 
are  far  from  wifhing  to  enter  into 
any  political  difputes ;  but  as  im¬ 
partial  hiftorians,  it  is  our  duty  to 
difplay  the  truth  on  all  Tides,  and  to 

inveftigate 


iit  once  departing  from  every  idea 
of  neutrality,  an  order  was  iffued 
prohibiting  the  exportation  of  even 

*  See  our  Public  Papers, 
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inveftigate  the  condud  of  all  par- 
ties- 

While  the  difpute  flill  continued 
unadjufted,  the  bill,  which  autho¬ 
rized  the  fecretaries  of  Hate  to  ar- 
reft  and  imprifon  aliens,  or  to  order 
them  out  of  the  kingdom  at  their 
difcretion,  was  introduced  into  par¬ 
liament.  As  this  meafure  was  a 
diredt  infraction  of  the  commercial 
treaty  with  France,  and  as  the  de¬ 
bates  in  the  two  houfes  evinced 
that  it  was  direCted  againfl  French¬ 
men  particularly ;  had  it  been  the 
intentions  of  the  Englifh  miniftry 
to  preferve  peace  and  neutrality,  the 
natural  courfe  would  have  been  to 
have  offered  fome  explanation  to 
the  executive  government  of  that 
nation,  ftating  its  neceflity,  and  re- 
prefen'ting  it  as  a  temporary  mea¬ 
fure  only  to  proteCt  the  conftitu- 
tion  againfl  the  evil  defigns  of  in¬ 
triguing  or  dangerous  men.  M. 
Chauvelin,  with  much  candour  and 
modeily,  remonftrated  againfl  the 
bill,  as  likely  to  produce  fufpicion 
and  diffatisfaCtion  in  France,  and  as 
a  violation  of  the  4th  article  of  the 
commercial  treaty.  In  remarking 
on  the  injurious  reproaches  which 
had  been  call  on  the  French  na¬ 
tion  as  enemies  to  the  Britifh  con- 
ftitution,  M.  Chauvelin  obferves — 
il  The  executive  council  has  al¬ 
ready  repelled,  with  indignation, 
fuch  fufpicions.  If  fome  men,  call 
out  from  the  bofom  of  France,  have 
fpread  themfelves  in  Great  Britain, 
with  the  criminal  intention  of  agi¬ 
tating  the  people,  and  of  leading 
them  to  revolt,  has  ,not  England 
laws  to  proted  the  public  order  ? 
Could  fhe  not  punifh  them  ?  The 
republic  would,  affuredly,  not  have 
interpofed  in  their  favour.  Such 
men  are  not  Frenchmen.”  M. 
Chauvelin’s  note  was  arrogantly  re¬ 
turned,  becaufe  in  it  he  had  ftyled 
himfelf  minifter  plenipotentiary 
from  the  French  republic !  About 


the  fame  time  the  bill  was  pafled  i 
prohibiting  the  circulation  of  affig- 
nats.  ... 

On  the  17th  of  January,  a  few, 
days  after  the  pafling  of  the  alien  i 
bill,  M.  Chauvelin,  waving  the  quef- 
tion  of  his  being  accredited  as  the  1 
minifter  of  the  French  republic,  foli- 
cited,  in  very  humble  terms,  aninter- 
view  with  lord  Grenville  ;  but  this 
requeft  was  unaccountably  refufed ; 
and  M.  Chauvelin  himfelf  was  one 
of  the  firft  on  whom  the  powers 
veiled  in  miniilers  by  this  ftatute 
were  enforced.  For  on  the  24th  of 
January,  he  received  an  order  to 
quit  the  kingdom  within  eight  days; 
and  that  no  publicity  might  be  want¬ 
ing  to  the  affront,  the  order  was 
inferted  by  authority  in  the  London 
Gazette. 

It  was  a  fingular  circumftance, 
that  while  the  Britifh  miniftry  're¬ 
filled  to  negotiate  with  an  autho¬ 
rized  agent  of  the  French  republic, 
they  fhould  entertain  communica¬ 
tions  with  inferior  perfons  on  thefe 
affairs,  and  even  authorize  lord 
Auckland  to  enter  into  a  negotia¬ 
tion  with  general  Dumouriez.  Such 
a  proceeding  is,  we  believe,  almoft 
unprecedented  in  diplomatic  hif- 
tory  ;  nor  has  any  wife  or  able  ftatef- 
man  ever  chofen  to  treat  with  thofe 
on  whom  he  could  not  depend,  for 
the  certainty  of  their  propofttions 
being  ratified,  when  he  had  it  iu 
his  power  to  fettle  the  difpute  with 
the  adling  authorities  of  ^he  ftate 
themfelves,  General  Dumouriez  in- 
iinuates,  “  that  it  is  probable  Mr, 
Pitt  had  no  otlier  defign  than  to 
amufe  him,  in  order  to  gain  time  to 
make  the  neceffary  preparations  for 
war;’*  and  he  adds,  that  “  the 
treaty  entered  into  by  the  court  of 
St.  James’s  with  the  court  of  Turin, 
at  that  very  period,  confirms  the 
opinion.”  There  are  who  iufpedt 
the  communication  which  was  car¬ 
ried  on  between  lord  Auckland  and 

Dumouriez^ 


FOREIGN 


HISTORY. 


*5  3 


Dumonriez,  through  the  medium 
>f  M.  de  Maulde,  a  confidential 
:riend  of  the  latter,  to  have  had  a 
lifferent  objeft.  But  the  truth  is, 
:he  political  conduct  of  the  Bri- 
:ifh  mini  {try  at  this  period  was  fo 
lew,  fo  oppofite  to  the  pradftice  of 
ill  former  ftatefmen,  in  every  refpedt 
fo  peculiar  to  themfelves,  that  to  us, 
ivho  have  only  ftudied  in  the  old 
(chool  of  politics,  it  appears,  and 
we  fear  mult  remain,  altogether  in¬ 
explicable  upon  principles  of  reafon 
and  found  policy. 

Wc  have  never  been  partial  to 
the  Briffotine  faction  ;  but  what¬ 
ever  their  errors,  we  are  forced  to 
eonfefs,  that  a  want  of  attachment 

!o  England  was  not  one.  Intereft, 
ndeed,  confidering  the  formidable 
.party  they  had  to  oppofe,  rendered 
them,  probably,  anxious  to  fecure 
the  alliance  and  fuppor t  of  a  power¬ 
ful  and  refpedftable  nation  ;  and,  if 
we  may  place  any  credit  in  their 
aflertions,  they  were  really  delirous 
of  giving  a  general  peace  to  their 
country.  Perceiving  an  apparent 
reludlance  in  the  Engdifh  miniitrv 
to  treat  with  M.  Chauvelin  ;  while 
the  negotiations  were  Hill  depend¬ 
ing,  M.  Maret,  under  fecretary  for 
foreign  affairs,  was  difpatched  from 
France,  to  treat  with  the  Britifh 
minifters.  “  It  is  confidently  re¬ 
ported,’’  fays  Mr.  Plowden, 
“  that  M.  Maret  had  it  in  his  in- 
ftruftions  unequivocally  to  offer  to 
our  miniftry  thefe  three  points: 
firft,  that  the  navip'ation  of  the 
Scheldt  fhould  be  given  up  ;  fe- 
Condly,  that  the  French  troops 
fhould  not  approach  the  Dutch  ter¬ 
ritories  within  a,  given  diffance  ; 
and  that  the  .decree  of  the  i6th  of 
November  Ihould  be  either  altered 
or  repealed.  When  the  offenffble 
reafons  for  undertaking  a  war  are 
thus  previouffy  removed  by  the  con- 


ceffion  of  the  enemy,  then  none  but 
the  mod  fufpicious  motives  can  in¬ 
duce  minifters  to  facrifice  the  peace, 
treafure  and  welfare  of  the  country 
to  their  fecret  or  wicked  views.” 

As  the  firft  million  of  M.  Maret 
was,  however,  not  attended  with 
any  effeft,  he  was  lent  again 
from  the  executive  council  with  en¬ 
larged  powers.  It  was  affected  at 
that  time,  that  his  object  was  to 
propofe  to  the  Britifh  miniftry  the 
ceffion  of  fome  of  the  moft  valuable 
of  the  French  Weft  India  iflands, 
and  the  annexing  of  the  Netherlands 
to  the  Dutch  republic,  provided  this 
arrangement  fhould  prove  mutually 
agreeable  to  the  llates-general  and 
the  Belgic  congrefs.  M.  Maret  was, 
however,  we  believe,  never  permit¬ 
ted  to  produce  his  credentials.  He 
arrived  in  England  at  the  very  eve 
of  M.  Chauvelin’s  departure,  and 
was  alfo  ordered,  without  further  ce¬ 
remony,  to  depart  from  the  kingdom. 

Perhaps  it  might  have  been  moft 
prudent,  notwithftanding  thefe  af¬ 
fronts  in  the  French  convention,  to 
have  abftained  from  declaring  war, 
and  to  have  thrown  the  whole 
odium  of  aggreffion  upon  their  ad¬ 
versaries.  Yet  when  we  confider 
that  Mr.  Burke,  who  was  generally 
believed  to  be  in  the  confidence  of. 
minifters,  had  publicly  declared, 
u  that  the  two  nations  were  already 
in  a  ftate  of  war,”  which  affertion 
was  fuffered  to  pafs  without  any 
contradiction  on  the  part  of  admi- 
nitlrationy  that  an  order  had  been 
iffued  for  prohibiting  the  fupply  of 
corn  to  France,  while  her  enemies 
were  allowed  a  free  commerce  in 
that  article;  that  a£ts  had  pafled.in 
the  Britifh  parliament,  diredtly  vio¬ 
lating  the  commercial  treaty  ;  that 
the  ambafiador  was  difmiffed  with 
ignominy  and  the  door,  appa¬ 
rently,  clofed  againft  all  fair  and 


By  an  article  of  the  commercial  treaty,  the  difmiffion  of  an  ambaffador  from  either 
country  is  to  be  confidered  as  a  declaration  of  w^r, 

oped 


*54 


BRITISH  AND 


who  have  openly  appeared  in  arm 
again  ft  France :  that,  on  the  new 
of  the  execution  of  Louis  Capet 
they  were  led  to  commit  an  outrag 
againft  the  French  republic,  by  ot 
dering  the  ambaftador  of  France  t 
quit  Great  Britain  :  that  the  Eng 
lifii  have  flopped  divers  boats  anc 
veftels  laden  with  corn  for  France 
whilft  at  the  fame  time,  contrary  to 
the  treaty  of  1786,  they  continuij 
the  exportation  of  it  to  other  fo 
reign  countries  :  that,  in  order  U 
thwart  more  efhcacioufly  the  com 
mercial  tranfadlions  of  the  republic 
with  England,  they  have  by  an  acl 
of  parliament  prohibited  the  circu¬ 
lation  of  affignats.  The  convention! 
therefore  declare that,  in  confe- 
quence  of  thefe  atls  of  hoftility  and 
aggreffion,  the  French  republic  is, 
at  war  with  the  king  of  England  ana 
the  fiadtholder  of  the  United  Prd- 
vinces  N 

- - - - - - - £ 
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P  ropofal  of  Dumouriez  to  take  p  off efjion  of  Macjlricht — Reje&ed.  Plan  for  the 1 
Attack  of  Holland.  Maeflricht  invefed.  Manifejbo  of  General  Dumouriez. \ 
Preda  hefieged — Taken.  Kl under t  taken  hy  Dumouriez.  Siege  of  William- 
Jladt .  Gertruydenherg  taken.  Siege  of  Bergen-op-Zoom.  New  Gonflitu- 

tion  of  France.  JVar  with  Spain.  Unfortunate  Expedition  againfi  Cag¬ 
liari.  Defeat  of  the  French  on  the  Roer—At  Aix-la-Chapelle.  Siege  of  Mac¬ 
jlricht  raifed.  Evacuation  of  Liege .  Dutch  Expedition  abandoned. 
French  defeated,  at  Tirlemont.  Battle  of  Neerwinden.  Imperialifis  re- 
pulfed  near  Louvain.  Negotiation  between  the  Auflrians  and  General 
Dumouriez.  Brufj'els  ana  other  principal  Towns  of  the  Netherlands 
evacuated.  Commffi oners  fent  from  Paris.  Their  Interview  with  Du¬ 
mouriez,  Dumouriez  ordered  to  the  Bar  of  the  Convention.  Commi plott¬ 
ers  fent  to  arrcfl  him.  Commffi oners  fent  by  Dumouriez  as  Prifoners  to 
the  Auflrians.  Final  Defection  rf  Dumouriez,  Reflexions  on  that  Event. 
Imprudent  Meafures  of  the  Allies.  Rebellion  in  La  Vendee.  Re-organi- 
xation  oj  the  French  Army  under  General  Dampierre .  Adion  near  St. 
Amand.  Battle  oj  Famars.  State  of  the  French  Army  on  the  Rhine. 
Defection  of  Paoli. 

N  the  courfe  of  the  winter,  gene-  fefilon  of  Maeftricht,  without  which 
ral  Dumouriez  had  propofed  to  he  alleged  he  could  neither  defend 
the  executive  council  to  take  pof-  the  Meufe9  nor  the  territory  of 

v  ,  Liege* 


open  negotiation,  it  cannot  much 
furprife  us  that  the  French  fhould 
conceive  that  every  hope  of  accom¬ 
modation  was  at  an  end,  and,  as 
the  pofieffion  of  Holland  muft  have 
greatly  facilitated  their  fuccefs,  that 
they  fhould  endeavour  to  anticipate 
the  hoftile  intentions  of  Great  Bri¬ 
tain. 

On  the  lft  of  February,  there¬ 
fore,  upon  the  motion  of  Briftot, 
the  national  convention  decreed, 
amongother  articles,  “  that  George, 
king  of  England,  had  never  ceafed 
lince  the  revolution  of  the  loth  of 
Auguft,  1792,  from  giving  to  the 
French  nation  proofs  of  his  enmity, 
and  of  his  attachment  to  the  con¬ 
cert  of  crowned  heads  ;  and  that  he 
had  drawn  into  the  fame  league  the- 
fiadtholder  of  the  United  Provinces : 
that,  contrary  to  the  fir  ft  article  of 
the  treaty  of  1783,  the  Englifh 
miniftry  had  granted  protection  and 
fuccour  to  the  emigrants  and  others, 
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'Jegc,  He  purpofed  to  take  and 
told  the  place  without  entering  into 
urther  hoftiiitics  with  the  Dutch, 
,nd  engaging,  by  manifefto,  to  re- 
lore  it  at  the  end  of  the  war.  The 
ilace  was  not  then  palifadoed,  nor 
>rovided  with  a  proper  garrifon  ; 
ind  general  Dumouriez  being  at 
hat  time  in  great  force  in  the 
leighbourhood  of  Liege,  there 
vas  every  probability  that  he  would 
lave  fncceeded.  The  executive 
:ouncil,  much  to  their  honour,  de¬ 
clined  the  propofal,  and  exprefsly 
commanded  the  general  to  preferve 
he  ftriCfeft  neutrality  towards  the 
United  Provinces.  This  circum- 
lance  affords  an  additional  proof 
;hat  the  French  had  no  intention 
:o  provoke  hoflilities  with  England 
allies,  before  the  unfortunate 
iifpute  was  entered  into  with  the 
Britifh  miniflry,  the  particulars  of 
svhich  we  have  juft  related. 

As  hoftilities,  however,  had  actu¬ 
ally  commenced,  the  poftefiion  of 
Holland  was  an  objeCt  of  the  ut- 
moft  moment  to  the  French,  and 
muft,  indeed,  have  been  decifive  of 
the  war  in  their  favour.  Had  Du¬ 
mouriez  continued  faithful,  there  is 
little  doubt  but  that  the  project 
would  have  been  attended  with  fuc- 
cefs  ;  but,  on  the  other  hand,  there 
is  fome  probability,  that  if  certain 
arrangements  had  not  been  previ- 
oufly  made  with  this  celebrated 
commander,  Great  Britain  and  Hol¬ 
land  would  not  have  been  fo  preci¬ 
pitate  in  entering  into  the  difpute. 
Thus  both  parties  were  poflibly  de¬ 
ceived  in  the  commencement  of  the 
war.  The  French  flattered  thern- 
felves  with  the  immediate  capture 
of  Holland ;  while  the  allies,  depend¬ 
ing  on  the  treachery  of  Dumouriez, 
might  look  with  confidence  forward 
to  no  lefs  an  object  than  the  immedi¬ 
ate  fubjugation  of  France. 

Circumftanced  as  general  Du¬ 
mouriez  was  at  this  period,  it  is  dif¬ 


ficult  to  afcertaia  what  was  his  plan 
of  the  campaign.  He  has  himfelf 
intimated  that  it  was  long  his  fixed 
intention  to  effedt  an  efcape  into 
fome  other  country  ;  and,  with  fuch 
a  defign  predominant  in  his  mind, 
there  is  no  probability  that  he  would 
b  e  v  ery  earned:  in  promoting  the 
fuccefs  of  his  expedition. 

The  general  himfelf  has  in  his 
memoirs  ftated  two  plans  ;  the  firft 
of  which  was  propofed  by  the  re¬ 
fugee  Hollanders,  who  had  formed 
a  fmall  revolutionary  committee  at 
Antwerp,  and  who  recommended 
an  irruption  into  Zealand ;  the 
other  was  the  plan  which  the  gene¬ 
ral  himfelf  gives,  as  that  which  he 
really  meant  to  purfue,  while  he  ap¬ 
peared  to  favour  that  of  the  Batavian 
committee;  and  this  was,  to  advance 
with  a  body  of  troops  pofted  at 
Mordyek,  and  mafking  Breda  and 
Gertruydenberg  on  the  right,  and 
Bergen-op-Zoom,  Steenberg,  Klun- 
dert,  and  Williamftadt  on  the  left, 
to  effedl  a  paflage  over  an  arm  of 
the  fea  to  Dort,  and  thus  penetrate 
into  the  heart  of  Holland. 

In  the  mean  time  general  Miran¬ 
da  was  ordered  to  advance  with  a 
part  of  his  army  before  Maeftricht, 
but  was  inftru&ed  by  general  Du¬ 
mouriez  not  to  attempt  a  regular 
flege  at  fo  unfavourable  a  feafon, 
but  to  a  {fault  the  place  with  bombs 
and  red  hot  balls  ;  and,  after  receive 
ing  intelligence  that  the  commander 
in  chief  had  pafled  Mordyek,  to 
leave  the  continuance  of  the  fiege 
to  general  Valence,  who  was  ex¬ 
pected  from  Paris,  and  march  with 
the  utmoft  expedition  to  Nimeguen, 
and  in  palling  the  duchy  of  Cleves 
to  intercept  the  Prufiians,  fliould 
they  have  anticipated  his  arrival 
there.  Venlo  was  at  the  fame  time 
to  be  attacked  by  general  Champ- 
morin,  an  experienced  engineer. 

It  will  remain  for  our  military 

readers  to  determine,  whether,  as 
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fo  much  of  the  fuccefs  of  Dumou- 
riez’s  expedition  depended  on  the 
rapidity  of  his  movements,  and  the 
ferprifing  of  Holland  at  once  by 
the  invanon  of  a  confiderable  force, 
it  was  advifable  or  prudent  to  divide 
his  army  into  many  detachments, 
or  to  wade  any  part  of  his  time  or 
force  in  befieging  places  which  did 
not  lie  direffly  in  his  route.  Mae- 
ilricht  was  in  veiled  early  in  Febru¬ 
ary,  by  general  Miranda,  with 
12,000  men  on  the  banks  of  the 
Menfe,  and  6,000  on  the  right ; 
and  by  the  23d  of  that  month  the 
works  were  all  completed.  On  the 
following  day  the  French  general 
ftimmoned  the  prince  of  Hefl'e,  who 
v  commanded  there,  but  his  anfwer 
was  a  diredl  refufal  to  capitulate. 
TheFrench  then  commencedaheavy 
fire  from  their  batteries,  and  accord¬ 
ing  to  the  account  of  the  general, 
the  town  was  on  fire  in  feveral 
places.  While  the  French  were 
conftrudling  their  works,  the  gar- 
rifon  made  two  Tallies,  but  with  lit¬ 
tle  fuccefs. 

In  the  mean  time  general  Du- 
mouriez  afiembled  his  army  in  the 
vicinity  of  Antwerp.  Previous  to 
his  entering  the  Dutch  territories, 
he  published  a  manifefto,  addreffed 
to  the  Batavians,  as  he  thought 
pro  per  to  term  them,  exhorting 
them,  in  extravagant  terms, toeman- 
cipate  them  (elves  at  once  from 
whxt  he  called  the  tyrannical  yoke 
of  the  ftadtholder.  The  French 
army  under  Dumouriez  confided 
of  twenty-one  battalions,  only  two 
of  which  however  were  troops  of 
the  line  ;  he  efti mates  them  himfelf 
at  about  13,700  men,  including 
cavalry  and  light  troops.  This  aimy 
entered  the  Dutch  territories  on  the 
17th  of  February,  but  it  was  the 
2 2d  before  the  general  was  enabled 
to  proceed  from  Antwerp  to  join  it. 
His  firft  movement  was  to  block  up 
Breda,  by  means  of  his  right  divi- 
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fion  under  general  D’Ar^on ;  ant 
colonel  Le  Clerc,  with  the  left,  wa:| 
ordered  at  the  fame  time  to  blocl 
up  Bergen-op-Zoom.  The  gover 
nors  of  thefe  places  abandoned  ali 
their  outworks;  and  Breda,  at  the 
time  of  its  attack,  was  in  a  ftate  oi 
inundation. 

On  the  23d  of  February,  count 
Byland,  the  governor  of  Breda,  wa;j 
fummoned  bythe  French  command¬ 
er  to  furrender;  and  on  his  refufal,! 
general  D’Arpon,  without  opening! 
the  trenches,  mounted  two  batteries, 
with  four  mortars  and  four  howitz¬ 
ers,  very  near  the  town,  on  the  fide 
of  the  village  of  Hage.  The  bom¬ 
bardment  continued  for  fome  hours, 
but  ceafed  at  night.  On  the  fuc- 
ceeding  day  the  French  renewed 
the  attack  with  great  fpirit;  and 
one  of  Dumouriez’s  aides-du-camp 
being  difpatched  to  renew  the  fum- 
mons,  with  affurances  that  the  ge¬ 
neral  was  preparing  to  bring  up  his 
whole  force,  the  governor  was  ter¬ 
rified  into  a  capitulation.  The 
garrifon  was  allowed  the  honours 
of  war  ;  and  only  twenty  men  were 
loll  on  both  Tides. 

The  fort  of  Klundert  was  taken 
by  general  Dumouriez  on  the  26th. 
It  was  defended  with  great  valour 
by  lieutenant-colonel  Wefiphalien ; 
but  his  garrifon  amounted  to  only 
1  co  men.  General  Dumouriez  next 
difpatched  general  Berneron  to  the 
attack  of  Williamfladt,  and  gene¬ 
ral  D’Arcon  to  Gertruydenberg, 
and  on  the  4th  of  March  the  latter 
place  furrendered.  on  capitulation.. 

At  this  place  ended  the  triumphs 
of  Dumouriez.  The  lieges  of  Wil- 
liamftadt  and  Bergen-op-Zoom  were 
however  vigorously  prefied  by  gene¬ 
ral  Berneron  and  Le  Clerc;  and  the 
commander  in  chief,  by  means  of  a 
number  of  craft  which  he  procured 
at  Gertruydenberg,  was  preparing 
at  Mordyck  a  naval  equipment  to 
tranfport  his  little  army  to  Dort. 

I-Ie 
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He  was  interrupted  in  his  career, 
if  vve  may  credit  his  own  account, 
by  the  unfortunate  change  which 
took  place  in  the  Netherlands ; 
though  it  will  long  remain  in  doubt, 
how  far  the  whole  failure  was  a 
concerted  plan  between  the  gene¬ 
ral  and  the  combined  powers.  So 
confidently  was  the  arrival  of  gene¬ 
ral  Dumouriez  expected  in  Holland 
by  the  republican  party  there,  that 
it  is  faid  an  hotel  was  actually  fit¬ 
ted  up  at  Utrecht  for  his  reception. 

While  thefe  affairs  were  tranfadt- 
ing,  the  committee  appointed  by 
the  national  convention  for  the  re- 
vifal  of  the  conflitution,  were  fedu- 
loufly  employed  in  the  completion 
of  their  tafk.  On  the  15th  of  Fe¬ 
bruary  the  new  conflitution  was- 
prefented  to  the  convention  by 
Condorcet,  who  was  generally  fup- 
pofed  to  have  had  the  principal 
fhare  in  its  compofition.  The  fea¬ 
tures  which  particularly  diflinguifh- 
e>4  it  from  the  former  conflitution, 
befides  the  abolition  of  royalty, 
were  as  follow:  The  electoral  af- 
femblies  were  abolifhed,  and  the 
members  of  the  legiflature  were  to 
be  appointed  immediately  by  the 
primary  affemblies.  The  executive 
council,  or  in  other  words  the  mi- 
nifiers,  were  to  be  ele£ted  by  the 
people  at  large  ;  and  only  to  be  dif- 
miffed  on  the  verduT  of  a  fpecial 
jury,  on  the  profecution  of  the  na¬ 
tional  aflembly.  To  prevent  too 
frequent  elections,  a  number  of 
Supplementary  candidates  for  each 
department  of  office  were  however 
to  be  elected  at  the  fame  time  with 
the  adlual  functionaries.  The  of¬ 
fice  of  minifter  of  juftice  was  to  be 
fuppreffed ;  and  the  home  admi- 
niftration  divided  into  three  de¬ 
partments.  .The  adminiftration  of 
diftridls,  and  the  fmall  municipali¬ 
ties,  were  alfo  fuppreffed. 

As  this  conflitution  was  never 
decreed,  and  was  almofl  immedi¬ 


ately  fupplanted  by  another,  it 
would  be  utterly  fuperfiuous  mi¬ 
nutely  to  criticife  its  principles  or 
inflitutes.  Perhaps  a  more  imprac¬ 
ticable  fcheme  of  government  waa 
never  invented  by  man  ;  and  it  will 
remain  on  record  a  flrong  in  fiance 
to  prove  how  inconfiflent  the  flu- 
dies  of  the  metaphyfician  are  with 
the  principles  of  common  fenfe, 
and  how  little  conducive  to  any  of 
the  ufeful  purpofes  of  human  life. 

The  next  important  bufmefs  in 
which  the  convention  was  engaged, 
was  a  rupture  with  Spain.  We 
have  already  cenfured  the  arrogant 
manner  in  which  that  monarch's 
truly  liberal  application  in  favour 
of  Louis  was  treated.  Pride,  how¬ 
ever  exercifcd,  is  always  difadvan- 
tageous  to  the  character  of  indivi¬ 
duals,  nor  is  it  lefs  prejudicial  to 
the  interefl  of  nations.  After  fuch 
an  event,  it  may  well  be  fuppofed 
that  the  king  of  Spain  could  not 
be  very  cordially  difpofed  towards 
the  French  nation ;  and  preffed  by 
the  other  combined  powers,  it  is 
not  improbable,  that  he  meditated 
hoflilities.  The  convention,  how¬ 
ever,  with  that  fingular  precipi¬ 
tancy  which  characterized  all  their 
meafures,  determined  to  anticipate 
his  declaration,  and  on  the  7th  of 
March  paffed  a  decree  of  war  againft 
his  moil  catholic  majefly. 

Before  we  review  the  reverfe  of 
fortune  which  the  French  nation 
experienced  in  the  Netherlands,  it 
may  be  proper  to  advert  to  the  un¬ 
fortunate  expedition  which  was  un¬ 
dertaken,  againft  Cagliari,  the  capi¬ 
tal  of  Sardinia.  A  French  fleet, 
under  the  command  of  admiral  Tru- 
guet,  which  had  failed  from  Tou¬ 
lon,  anchored  before  the  town,  and 
commenced  a  vigorous  cannonade 
againft  it  on  the  twenty-fourth  of 
January  ;  but  as  all  the  tranfports 
with  the  land  forces  were  not  ar¬ 
rived,  the  admiral  ordered  the  fir¬ 
ing 
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in g  to  ceafe  on  the  29th.  The 
volunteers,  however,  being  impa¬ 
tient  to  land,  after  ufing  every  ar¬ 
gument  to  convince  them  how  dan¬ 
gerous  it  muft  be  to  make  an  at¬ 
tempt  without  a  fufficient  force, 
M.  Truguet  at  length  confented, 
and  gave  orders  for  their  landing  on 
the  14th  of  February.  Four  fhips 
and  two  bomb-ketches  were  polled 
before  the  town,  and  nearly  the 
fame  force  was  placed  between  the 
town  and  a  fmall  mountain  defend¬ 
ed  by  batteries  :  another  came  to 
anchor  before  the  town  to  batter 
it,  and  three  fhips  and  three  fri¬ 
gates  were  employed  in  covering 
the  landing  of  the  troops.  Of  all 
thefe  fnips  the  Themiilocles  alone 
did  execution ;  but  (he  was  fet  on 
fire  by  a  red-hot  ball,  and  the  cap¬ 
tain  was  wounded  in  the  leg,  and 
died  four  days  after.  In  the  night 
the  Themiilocles  was  obliered  to 
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retire.  The  Patriot,  which  kept 
up  a  continual  fire  for  three  days 
and  three  nights,  expended  all  her 
ammunition,  and  had  eight  men 
wounded,  fome  of  them  in  a  dan¬ 
gerous  manner.  The  Juno  fri¬ 
gate  had  feven  wounded. 

The  defeent  was  effected  under 
the  command  of  general  Cafa- 
Bianca,  with  fifteen  hundred  troops 
of  the  line,  and  three  thoufand 
hational  volunteers;  another  de¬ 
feent  was  to  be  made  at  fome  dif-* 
tance,  and  a  certain  fignal  was 
agreed  on*  The  fame  fignal  was 
obferved  in  the  ifland,  and  the 
troops  heard  the  following  words 
pronounced  through  a  fpeaking 
trumpet : — Citizens ,  come  on  Jhore  ; 
we  have  put  to  flight  the  enemy . — 
The  troops,  however,  fufpetled  the 
del-ulion,  efpecially  as  they  could 
obferve  with  their  gkiffes  that  the 
invitation  came  from  perfons  in  the 
Sardinian  uniform.  The  fecond 
defeent  therefore  was  countermand¬ 
ed.  Cafa-Bianca,  however,  formed 
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a  camp  at  the  diflance  of  half  a 
league  from  the  town,  with  fifteen 
pieces  of  cannon  and  fome  mortars  j 
but  the  troops  were  feized  with  an 
inflantaneous  panic,  they  miftook  , 
the  word  of  command,  and  the  pa- 
troles  fired  upon  each  other  ;  the 
foldiers  imagined  themfelves  too 
>weak  in  number,  and  requefted  to 
be  re 'embarked,  and  fome  of  them 
without  orders  began  to  retire  to* 
wards  the  fliore.  In  this  difagree- 
able  fituation  the  general  was  com¬ 
pelled  to  re-embark  his  troops,  and 
it  was  with  great  difficulty  that  he 
was  able  even  to  fave  his  cannon* 
When  the  troops  returned  on 
board,  Truguet  immediately  fet 
fail.  The  Leopard,  a  fliip  of  the 
line,  ran  on  fhore,  but  tile  creW 
were  faved.  A  tartan,  which  ran 
on  ffiore  alfo,  was  burnt  by  the 
Sardinians. 

This  failure  of  the  attack  upon 
Sardinia  w as  a  trivial  misfortune  in 
comparifon  with  the  hafty  retreat 
and  final  defedlion  of  general  Du* 
mouriez  in  the  Netherlands.  In 
our  former  volume  we  had  occafiort 
to  deferibe  the  reduced  and  im- 
poverifhed  ftate  of  the  French  ar¬ 
mies  ;  partly  from  the  return  of 
the  volunteers  and  national  guards, 
but  chiefly  from  the  grofs  negledt 
of  the  French  minifters.  As  they 
were  however  fiill  numerous,  ge¬ 
neral  Miranda  continued  to  prefs 
the  fiege  of  Maeftricht  with  a  con- 
liderable  force  ;  while  general  La 
Noue,  with  the  covering  army,  was 
encamped  at  Herve.  The  head¬ 
quarters  of  general  Valence  were  at 
Liege*  while  his  out  polls  extend¬ 
ed  to  Aix-la-Chapelle  and  the  banks 
of  the  Roer.  On  the  ill  of  Match 
general  Clairfait,  having  pafied  the 
Roer  in  the  night,  attacked  the 
French  polls  as  well  on  the  fide  of 
Durn  as  on  that  of  Juliers,  and 
compelled  them  to  retreat  as  far  as 
Alderhaven,  with  thalofs  of  2, goo 

men* 
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;n,  twelve  pieces  of  cannon,  thir- 
tn  ammunition  waggons,  and  the 
lita-ry  cheft.  The  following  day 
e  archduke  attacked  feveral  French ' 
tteries,  and  took  nine  pieces  of 
nnon. 

On  the  3d,  the  prince  of  Saxe 
rbourg  obtained  a  lignal  victory 
er  the  French,  and  drove  them 
>m  Aix-la-Chanelle  even  to  the 

t 

unity  of  Liege,  with  the  lofs  of 
300  killed,  1,600  prifoners,  and 
>  pieces  of  cannon.  The  French 
rce  feems  indeed  at  this  period 
have  been  too  much  divided  to 
ike  an  effectual  refinance ;  and 
eir  officers  appear  to  have  had 
ry  bad  intelligence  of  the  mo¬ 
ms  oj  the  enemy. 

The  defeat  of  the  3d  was  the 
;nal  for  raifing  the  fiege  of 
aeftricht.  On  the  4th,  general 
iranda  learned,  that  the  enemy 
is  advancing  with  more  than 
,000  men  towards  Wick,  with 
e  evident  intention  of  throwing 
ecours  into  Maeftncht.  The 
neral,  therefore,  had  fcarcely 
ne  to  withdraw  the  body  of 
dcq  men,  which  were  polled 
ere  under  the  command  of  gene- 
1  Leveneur,  before  they  were  at- 
eked  by  the  advanced  guard  of 
e  enemy.  The  bombardment  was 
iwever  continued  in  the  ufual 
anner,  and  Maeftricht  fuffered 
nliderably  from  the  conflagra- 
>n.  * 

At  twelve  o’clock  at  night,  Mi- 
nda  gave  orders  for  a  general  re- 
i&t,  having  lent  before  him  all 
e  artillery,  which  happily  arrived 
Tongres,  being  covered  with  a 
ar-guard  of  4,000  men,  whom 
e  enemy  was  unable  to  difeom- 
ffe.  - 

On  the  fucceeding  day  the  French 
-i'e  again  attacked  at  Tongres, 
d  forced  to  retreat  to  Hans  and 
•  Tron,  where  Miranda  and  Va- 
ice  formed  a  junction}  the  for¬ 


mer  having  evacuated  Liege,  and 
abandoned  it  to  the  enemy.  They 
were  alfo  joined  by  the  troops  un¬ 
der  generals  Iller,  Lamorliere,  and 
Champmorin  ;  and  after  remaining 
there  till  the  8th,  to  refrefh,  and 
having  repulfed  the  advanced  guard 
of  the  enemy,  who  attempted  to 
diflodge  them,  they  moved  on  that 
day  towards  Tirlemont. 

In  this  critical  fituation  of  affairs 
general  Dumouriez  ought  to  have 
abandoned  his  enterprife  againft 
Holland,  and  moved  with  his  whole 
force  to  the  fupport  of  the  flying 
generals.  On  the  contrary,  he  left 
his  army  under  the  command  of 
general  De  Flers,  “  whom,  he 
fays,  he  knew  to  be  incapable  of 
difchargxng  the  truff,”  with  orders 
to  take  up  his  quarters  at  Dort. 
The  army  in  Holland  was  to¬ 
tally  difpirited  by  the  departure 
of  tire  general ;  the  Dutch  navy 
in  the  •  mean  time  was  reinfor¬ 
ced,  and  the  Pruffians  advanced 
by  the  way  of  Bois-le-duc.  In- 
llead  of  proceeding  to  Dort,  De 
Flers  was  compelled  to  throw  him- 
felf  into  Breda,  with  fix  battalions 
and  200  cavalry,  and  the  reft  of  the 
army  retired  to  Antwerp. 

The  fatisfa&ion  expreffed  by  the 
army  in  Liege  on  being  re-  joined  by 
their  former  victorious  commander 
is  fcarcely  to  be  deferibed  5  order 
and  confidence  feemed  to  be  at  once 
eftablifhed  ;  and  the  hopes  of  the 
foldiery  anticipated  a  renewal  of 
the  glories  of  Jemappe.  The 
ftrength  and  vigour,  however,  of 
the  French  army  were  gone,  and 
their  commander  was  no  longer  the 
lame  Dumouriez  who  had  trium¬ 
phantly  overrun  the  Netherlands  in 
the  preceding  year. 

On  the  1  yth  of  March  the  An- 
ftrians  attacked  Tirlemont,  in  which 
the  French  had  only  400  men,  and! 
which  they  carried  after  an  obili- 
nate  refinance,  the  town  being  large 
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and  incapable  of  defence.  On  the 
following  day,  however,  they  were 
again  driven  from  that  place  by 
general  Dumouriez,  and  compelled 
to  retreat  to  St.  Tron.  On  the 
i8t.h  a  general  engagement  took 
place  at  Neerwinden  ;  the  French 
army  being  covered  by  Dormael, 
and.  on  the  right  by  Landen.  The 
aCtion  continued  with  great  obfti- 
nacy  on  both  fides,  from  feven 
in  the  morning  till  live  in  the  even¬ 
ing,  when  the  French  were  obliged 
to  fall  back,  and  the  Aukrian  ca¬ 
valry  coming  up,  put  them  entirely 
to  flight.  The  lofs  in  each  army 
was  great.  The  French  difplayed 
confiderable  courage  and  addrefs, 
but  were  overpowered  by  numbers, 
and  perhaps  by  the  treachery  of 
their  own  commanders,  and  by  the 
fuperior  fkill  and  difcipline  of  their 
enemies,  Dumouriez  himfelf,  in  a 
letter  to  general  Duval,  fays  of  this 
battle,  that  he  attacked  the  enemy 
in  the  famous  plain  of  Neerwinden, 
and  fought  the  whole  day  with  his 
light  wing  and  centre.  .  The  left 
wing  (which  was  commanded  by 
general  Miranda)  he  afferts,  not 
only  fought  ill,  but  abandoned  him 
and  fled  beyond  Tirlemont,  In  his 
memoirs  the  general  afferts,  that 
general  La  Marche  committed  the 
firft  error  of  the  day.  He  entered 
the  plain  of  Landen,  according  to 
his  inftruCtions;  but  finding  no  ene¬ 
my  there,  he  made  a  movement  to 
the  left,  to  fall  upon  the  village  of 
Obenvinde,  and  thence  was  thrown 
into  confufion  by  the  fecond  co¬ 
lumn.  General  Valence,  who  com¬ 
manded  the  French  cavalrv,  was 
wounded,  and  obliged  to  retire  to 
Tirlemont,  but  they  were  kill  vic¬ 
torious  over  the  Aukrian  horfe. 
He  repeats  the  charge  againk  ge¬ 
neral  Miranda  of  having  retreated 
while  his  troops  were  quite  frefh, 
and  attributes  this  defection  to  a 
jealoufy  of  general  Valence, 


Miranda,  however,  in  a  conkefe??. 
tial  letter  to  Petion,  dated  the  2ifjj 
of  March,  very  direCtly  intimate 
hisfufpicion  of  treachery  in  the  com; 
mander  in  chief.  He  fays  that  Du 
mouriez,  whohadbefore  never  failec 
to  confult  him  upon  every  occafion 
did  not  even  mention  the  arrange-; 
ments  for  the  battle  of  Neerwin 
den  to  him.  “  At  eleven  at  night,’ 
fays  he,  “  my  orders  were  deliverec 
in  writing,  and  I  learnt  in  a  con 
verfation  with  him,  that  we  were  tc 
offer  battle  to  an  enemy  51,00c 
krong,  very  advantageoufly  poked 
and  a  formidable  artillery,  with  s 
force  inferior  to  theirs,  and  wit! 
every  difadvantage  of  fituation  anc 
encampment — all  this  was  to  be  ef¬ 
fected  without  having  previoufl) 
reconnoitred  the  ground,  or  the 
particular  pofition  of  the  enemy.’: 
Miranda  proceeds  to  affert,  that  he 
made  a  vigorous  attack  in  five  dif¬ 
ferent  columns,  three  of  which  wen 
led  on  by  himfelf;  and  that  at  lail 
his  troops,  after  fighting  a  confidefr- 
able  time  with  various  fuccefs,  wert 
obliged  to  give  way  to  fuperiqi 
force  ;  and  that  they  did  not  aban 
don  the  field  in  a  cowardly  manner 
the  lofs  which  this  divifion  fuffetec 
may  be  cited  as  a  proof,  fince  il 
amounted  to  not  lefs  than  2,000  ir 
killed  and  wounded.  The  whole 
of  the  lofs  Dumouriez  kates  al 
more  than  3,000  ;  and  that  of  the 
Imperialiks  at  1,400.  The  Frencl 
alfo  lok  a  great  part  of  their  can¬ 
non. 

The  battle  of  Neerwinden  wai 
fatal  to  the  French;  for,  befide: 
the  lofs  above  ffated,  the  genera 
obferves  that  upwards  of  6000  mer 
immediately  deferted,  and  proceed 
ed  towards  Bruffels  and  France 
The  retreat  of  the  French  was 
however,  made  in  good  order,  anc 
they  continued  fkirmifhing  till  the] 
reached  Godfenhoven,  which  i: 
about'  one  league  fouth  of  Tirle 

mont 


FOREIGN  HISTORY. 


1 6* 


ont.  Here  the  French  formed 
order  of  battle,  and  the  two  ar- 
ies  relied  th.e  whole  night  upon 
reir  arms.  On  the  19th  but  little 
as  done,  and  on  the  night  of  the 
Dth  Dumouriez  took  polfellion  of 
le  heights  of  Cumtich,  behind 
'irlemont,  from  which  place  he 
ad  time  to  withdraw  his  maga- 
ines.  •  y 

As  the  general,  however,  if  we, 
lay  trull  his  own  account,  clearly 
erceived  that  he  could  not  long 
laintain  himfell  in  this  polition, 
id  that  it  afforded  no  protection 
ther  to  Louvain  or  Bruffels,  he 
vailed  himfelf  of  the  20th,  while 
re  Auftrians  ft  ill  remained  be- 
>re  Tirlemont,  to  pafs  the 
Wipe  and  encamp  near  Ban- 
Mem,  having  his  right  at  Op  and 
leervvelpe,  and  his  left  on  the 
eights,  and  in  the  woods  in  front 
f  Zuellenberg.  Here  he  was  at- 
icked  by  the  advanced  guard  of 
te  enemy,  who  were  however  re- 
ulfed.  While  the  general  was  en- 
|aged  in  repelling  this  affault,  Dan¬ 
in  and  La  Croix  arrived  in  the 
amp,  as  commiffioners  from  the 
□nvention  ;  and  after  receiving 
>me  explanation  from  him  relative 
i  a  letter  which  he  had  written  to 
le  convention  on  the  affairs  of  Bel- 
ium,  they  returned. 

On  the  2 1  ft  Dumouriez  judged 
proper  to  take  poll  nearer  Lou- 
ain,  and  on  the  following  day  he 
'as  attacked  by  the  enemy.  The 
ftion  was  bloody,  and  lailed  the 
’hole  day ;  but  the  Imperialifts 
'ere  compelled  to  retreat  with 
reat  lofs.  On  the  evening  pre- 
edmg  this  action,  general  Dumou- 
-cz  fent  colonel  Montjoye  to  the 
ead  quarters  of  the  prince  of  Co- 
ourg,  to  treat  refpedting  the 
ounded  and  the  prifoners.  <e  He 
icre  (continues  Dumouriez)  faw 
ilonel  Mack,  an  officer  of  uncom- 
i<in  merit,  who  obferved  to  colo¬ 
ny  3*  * 


nel  Montjoye,  that  it  might  be 
equally  advantageous  to  both  par¬ 
ties  to  agree  to"  a  fufpenfion  of 
arms.  Dumouriez,  who  had  deep¬ 
ly  confrdered  .the  fituation  of  his 
army,  fent  Montjoye  again  to  colo¬ 
nel  Mack  on  the  2  2d,  to  demand 
if  he  would  come  to  Louvain,  and 
make  the  fame  propolition  to  Du¬ 
mouriez.  Colonel  Mack  came  in 
the  evening.  The  following  arti¬ 
cles  were  verbally  agreed  to  :  firft, 
that  the  Imperialifts  ftiould  not 
again  attack  the  French  army  in 
great  force,  nor  general  Dumouriez 
again  offer  battle  to  the  Imperial- 
ills.  Secondly,  that  on  the  faith  of 
this  tacit  armiftice,  the  French. 
Aiould  retire  to  Bruffels  (lowly,  and 
in  good  order,  without  any  oppoli- 
tion  from  the  enemy.  And  laftly, 
that  Dumouriez  and  colonel  Mack 
fhould  have  another  interview  after 
the  evacuation  of  Bruffels,  in  order 
to  fettle  further  articles  that  might 
then  be  mutually  deemed  necef- 
faryd* 

Either  diffruftful  of  Dumouriez, 
however,  or  from  other  motives, 
the  Imperialifts,  under  general  Clair- 
lait,  attacked  an  advanced  guard 
of  the  French,  polled  at  Pellenberk  ; 
in  confequence  of  which  the  latter 
were  obliged  to  abandon  Louvain, 
and  general  Dumouriez  tranfported 
his  wounded,  and  the  flour  for  his 
army,  in  boats  to  Mechlin.  The 
French  army  effedled  their  retreat 
towards  Bruffels  in  the  night ;  other- 
wife,  Dumouriez  himfelf  llates,  to 
the  honour  of  his  new  allies,  “  that 
notwithllanding  the  verbal  ftipula- 
tions  agreed  to  by  colonel  Mack, 
they  would  probably  have  feized 
upon  this  opportunity  to  deftroy, 
or  entirely  djfperfe,  the  French, 
army.” 

Dumouriez,  it  appears,  continued 
faithfully  to  obferve,  on  his  part, 
the  terms  of  the  agreement  j  and 
he  aifo  allows  that  the  prince  of  Cq- 
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bourg  fo  far  adhered  to  them,  that 
he  remained  three  days  at  Lou¬ 
vain,  fending  only  fmall  detach¬ 
ments  to  hang  on  the  rear-guard 
of  the  French.  On  the  25th  ge¬ 
neral  Dumouriez,  with  his  army, 
palled  through  BrulTels.  The  cita¬ 
del  of  Antwerp  was  the  only  for¬ 
tified  place  that  he  was  able  to  keep, 
which  he  garrifoned  with  2, coo 
men,  and  fix  months  provifions,  in 
order  to  preferve  a  communication 
with  the  troops  which  had  been 
left  in  Breda  and  Gertruydenberg. 
His  defign,  he  fays,  "was  to  have 
formed  a  ftrong  line  without  the 
territory  of  France,  to  the  left  by 
Namur,  Mons,  Tournay,  Courtray, 
Antwerp,  Breda,  and  Gertruyden¬ 
berg,  till  he  could  recruit  his 
forces;  but  the  line  in  one  part 
was  broken  by  the  necefiary  eva¬ 
cuation  of  Namur.. 

On  the  27th  the  general  arrived 
at  Ath,  where  he  received  orders 
from  the  convention  to  arreft  the 
colonel  of  the  73d  regiment  of  in¬ 
fantry,  and  general  Miranda.  On 
the  fame  day  colonel  Mack  arrived 
at  Ath.  A  further  agreement  was 
then  entered  into  between  that  offi¬ 
cer  and  Dumouriez,  the  terms  of 
which  were — “  that  the  French 
army  fhould  remain  fome  time  lon¬ 
ger  in  the  pofteffion  of  Mons,  Tour- 
nay,  and  Courtray,  without  being 
haraffed  by  the  Imperial  army ; 
that  general  Dumouriez,  who  did 
■not  conceal  from  colonel  Mack  his 
•defign  of  marching  agairfl  Paris , 
fhould,  when  their  defigns  were  ripe 
for  execution,  regulate  the  motions 
©f  the  Imperialifts,  who  fhould  only 
a&  as  auxiliaries  in  the  execution 
of  their  plan  ;  that  in  the  cafe  of 
Dumouriez’s  having  no  need  of  af- 
fiftance,  which  was  to  be  greatly 
defired  by  both  parties,  the  Impe¬ 
rialifts  fhould  not  advance  farther 
than  the  frontier  of  France,  and 
that  the  total  evacuation  of  Bel¬ 


gium  fhould  be  the  price  of  thi 
condefcenfion  ;  but  if  Dumourie; 
could  not  effedt  the  re-eftablifhmen 
of  a  limited  monarchy  (not  a  coun 
ter-revolution),  he  himfelf  fhoulc. 
indicate  the  number  and  the  kinc 
of « troops,  which  the  Imperialifti 
fhould  furnifh,  to  aid  in  the  project 
and  which  fhould  be  entirely  unde! 
Dumouriez’s  direction. 

“  Dumouriez  made  colonel  Maef 
acquainted  with  his  defign  o; 
marching  the  following  day  tc 
Tournay,  with  the  march  of  gene¬ 
ral  NeuilJy  to  Mons,  and  of  the 
army  of  Holland  to  Courtray. 

“  It  was  finally  decided,  that  in 
order  to  combine  the  -  operations 
of  the  Imperial  troops  under  the 
prince  of  Cobourg,  and  thofe  un¬ 
der  the  prince  of  Hohenloe,  at  the 
time  when  Dumouriez  fhould  marcl 
to  Paris,  Conde  fhould  be  put  intc 
the  hands  of  the  Auftrians  as  z 
pledge ;  that  the  Auftrians  fhoulc 
garrifon  the  town,  but  without  an] 
pretenfions  to  the  fovereignty  ;  anc 
on  the  condition  that  it  fhould  be 
reftored  to  France  at  the  conclu 
fion  of  the  war,  and  after  an  in 
demnity  fhould  have  been  fettlec 
between  the  two  parties  ;  but  thai 
all  the  other  towns  belonging  t( 
France  fhould,  in  the  cafe  of  the 
conftitutional  party  needing  the  af 
fiftance  of  the  Imperialifts,  receive 
garrifons,  one  half  of  which  fhoulc 
be  French  troops,  and  the  othe: 
half  Imperialifts,  under  the  order 
of  the  French.  General  Valence 
general  Thouvenot,  the  duke  d< 
Chartres,  and  colonel  Montjoye 
afftfted  at  this  conference. ” 

General  Dumouriez  arrived  01 
the  28th  at  Tournay,  and  here  h 
learned  that  general  Neuilly’s  divi 
lion  had  abandoned  Mons,  an< 
thrown  themfelves  into  Contle  an< 
Valenciennes.  Here  he  found  ma 
dame  Sillery  and  madame  d’Orieans 
whom  he  fays  he  had  hever  till  thei 
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feeri.  The  defigns  of  Dumouriez 
did  not,  .however,  pafs  unfufpe&ed 
at  Paris  :  three  commiffioners  from 
the  executive  power  had  therefore 
been  difpatched  under  the  pretence 
of  conferring  with  the  general  con¬ 
cerning  the  affairs ‘of  Belgium,  but 
really  with  a  view  of  founding  his  in¬ 
tentions.  They  found  him  at  Tour- 
nay  in  company  with  madame  Sillery, 
young  Egalite,  and  Valence,  and 
lurrounded  with  deputations  from 
the  diitriCt  of  Cambray.  The  in¬ 
terview  was  violent.  Dumouriez 
expreffed  himfelf  in  terms  of  invec¬ 
tive  againft  the  Jacobins.  “  They 
will  ruin  France,”  faid  he  ;  “  but 
I  will  fave  it,  though  they  fhould 
call  me  a  Cauar,  a  Cromwell,  or  a 
Monk.”  The  commihioners  car¬ 
ried  the  converfation  no  farther. 
They  departed,  and  returned  next 
day,  determined  to  diffemble,  in 
order  the  better  to  difcover  the  ex¬ 
tent  of  id's  views.  The  general  then 
Decame  more  explicit ;  he  faid  that 
the  convention  were  a  herd  of  ruf¬ 
fians,  whom  he  held  in  abhorrence 
* — that  the  volunteers  were  pol¬ 
troons  ;  but  that  all  their  efforts 
would  be  vain.  “  As  for  the  red,” 
added  he,  “  there  dill  remains  a 
party.  If  the  queen  and  her  chil- 
dred  are  threatened,  I  will  march 
to  Paris — it  is  my  fixed  intention — 
and  the  convention  will  not  exid 
three  weeks  lono-er.”  The  com- 
mimoners  afked  him  by  what  means 
he  would  replace  the  convention  ? 
His  anfwer  was,  (i  The  means  are 
already  formed.”  They  afked  him 
whether  he  did  not  vvifh  to  have  the 
aft  conftitution  ?  He  replied,  that 
it  was  a  foolifh  one  ;  he  expected 
a  better  from  Condorcet  :  the 
fird  coriditution,  with  all  its  im¬ 
perfections,  was  preferable.  When 
they  afked  him  whether  he  wifhed 
•o  have  a  king,  he  replied—  “  We 
aiuft  have  one.”  He  alfo  told 
them,  that  he  was  employed  to 
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make  peace  for  France ;  that  he 
had  already  entered  into  a  negotia¬ 
tion  with  the  prince  of  Cobourg  for 
an  exchange  of  prifoners,  and  for 
the  purpofe  of  withdrawing  from 
Holland  thofe  eighteen  battalions, 
which  were  on  the  point  of  being 
cut  off.  When  they  informed  him 
that  thofe  negotiations  with  Co¬ 
bourg,  and  the  peace  which  he 
wifhed  to  procure  for  France,  would 
not  change  republicans  into  royal- 
ids,  he  repeated  the  affertion  that 
he  would  be  in  Paris  in  three 
weeks  ;  and  obferved,  that  fince 
the  battle  of  Jemappe  he  had  wept 
over  his  fuccefs  in  fo  bad  a  caufe. 
Dubuiffon,  one  of  the  cornrniffion- 
ers,  ^  then  propofed  to  communi¬ 
cate  to  him  a  plan  of  a, counter¬ 
revolution  :  but  he  faid  that  his 
own  was  better ;  that  he  would 
make  the  conqueft  of  Belgium  for 
himfelf,  which  he  would  rule  under 
the  protection  of  the  houfe  of  Auf- 
tria. 

The  converfation  of  Dumouriez 
with  thefe  commihioners  was  no 
fooner  made  public  in  Paris,  than 
the  fufpicions  of  thofe  who  enter¬ 
tained  apprehenfions  of  his  treach¬ 
ery  were  converted  into  certainty. 
The  general  himfelf  had  been  pre- 
vioufly  ordered  to  the  bar  of  the 
convention ;  he  was  to  be  fuper- 
feded  by  Bournonville,  the  mini- 
fter  of  war  ;  and  four  commiffioners 
were  font  to  the  army  of  the  north, 
with  powers  to  fufpend  and  arreft 
all  generals  and  military  officers 
whom  they  fhould  fufpeCt,  and 
bring  them  to  the  bar. 

As  the  commiffioners  wifhed  to 
proceed  with  caution,  they  halted 
at  Lifle  ;  and  difpatched  a  fum- 
mons  to  the  general  to  appear  in 
that  city,  and  anfwer  the  charges 
againft  him.  The  general,  how¬ 
ever,  had  already  arranged  his 
plan ;  the  Rubicon  was  palled ; 
and  he  returned  only  for  anfwer, 
M  2  •'  tha*. 
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that  he  could  not  leave  the  army 
for  a  moment,  while  the  enemy  was 
cutting-  him  off  from  every  retreat 
—that  he  would  only  enter  Lille  to 
purge  it  of  thofe  traitors  who  in- 
felted  it-^and  that  he  valued  his 
head  too  much  to  fubmit  it  to  an 
arbitrary  tribunal. 

On  the  29th  of  March,  general 
Dumouriez  learned  that  Antwerp 
had  been  abandoned  by  the  troops 
which  he  had  flattened  there  ;  and 
that  they  had  effected  their  retreat 
to  the  territories  of  France.  On 
the  following  day,  he  refolved  to 
taife  the  camp  at  Tournay,  and  oc¬ 
cupy  that  of  Maulde.  In  the  mean 
time  he  fent  orders  through  colo¬ 
nel  Mack  to  the  garrifons  of  Breda 
and  Gerjpuydenberg  to  capitulate, 
on  condition  of  being  allowed  to 
march  bdek  to  France.  He  alfo 
ordered  general  Miaczinfki,  who 
was  at  Qrehies,  to  march  with  his 
divifion  to  Lifle,  and  arreft  the 
commiffioners  of  the  convention  ; 
but  that  general,  imprudently  di¬ 
vulging  the  objedL  of  his  million, 
no  fooncr  entered  the  city  than  the 
gates  were  fhut  upon  him  ;  he  was 
lent  to  Paris,  and  brought  to  the 
fcaffold.  By  the  patriotiim  of  ge¬ 
nerals  b  errand  and  Ecuyer,  Dumou¬ 
riez  was  alfo  fruitrated  in  an  at¬ 
tempt  to  render  himfelf  mailer  of 
Coride  and  Valenciennes. 

The  attempt  to  arreft  an  able 
general  at  the  head  of  his  army  was 
bold  at  leaf!,  and  indeed  did  not 
argue  a  fuperior  degree  of  wifdom 
in  the  agents  of  the  convention. 
The  commiffioners,  neverthelefs, 
proceeded  on  the  ift  of  April  to  St. 
Amand,  the  head  quarters  of  Du- 
jmouriez,  and,  being  admitted  to 
'his  prefence.,  explained  to  him  the 
objedt  of  their  million.  After  a 
conference  of  fome  hours,  the  ge¬ 
neral,  not  finding  that  he  could  per- 
fuade  them  to  favour  his  intentions., 
I^ave  the  fignal  for  a  body  of  fol- 


diets  who  were  in  waiting,  anffoi> 
dered  the  miuifler  of  war,  Bour- 
nonville  (who  was  fenB  t&  fuper- 
fede  him),  and  the  commiffioners, 
Camus,  Biancal,  La  Marque,  and 
Quinette,  immediately  to  be  con¬ 
veyed  to  general  ClairfaiTs  head 
quarters  at  Tournay,  as  hoftages 
for  the  fafety  of  the  royal  family. 

Dumouriez,  notwithflanding  his 
fplendid  talents,  appears,  however, 
to  have  been  grofsly  miitaken  with 
regard  to  the  difpofition  of  his  ar¬ 
my.  They  might  be  difpofed  to  re- 
feut  the  affront  which  was  fo  im¬ 
prudently  offered  to  their  general, 
in  ordering  him  to  appear  as  a  cri¬ 
minal  at  Paris  ;  but  when  he  came 
to  propofe  to  them  the  reftoratioa 
of  royalty  in  the  perfon  of  the 
prince,  and  to  turn  their  arms 
againfl  their  country,  the  preju¬ 
dices  or  the  patriotifm  of  French¬ 
men  affumed  their  wonted  influence, 
and  they  confidered  it  as  their  duty 
to  diiobey.  The  general  loft  no 
time  in  difpatching  colonel  Mont- 
joye  to  acquaint  colonel  Mack  with1 
the  arreft  of  the  commiffioners,  and 
to  appoint  the  time  and  place  for  a 
conference  to  conclude  the  terms  of 
their  treaty.  During  the  night  he 
compofed  a  man  ift  ft o  addreffed  to 
Ills  army,  which  he  digefted  and 
put  in  order  the  following  day. 

On  the  morning  of  the  3d  he 
went  to  the  camp,  and  addreffed 
the  troops,  who,  he  fays,  appeared 
to  approve  his  condudL  He  then 
proceeded  to  St.  Amand,  in  which  j 
place  was  the  corps  of  artillery, 
who  alfo  expreffed  their  fatisfa&ion. 
At  St.  Amand  general  Dumouriez  . 
thought  it  prudent  to  Deep,  for  the 
purpofe  of  marking  his  confidence 
in  the  troops  there. — The  whole  of 
the  3d,  he  fays,  paffed.  with  as 
much  fuccefs  as  he  could  expedt } 
except  that  murmurs  were  heard 
among  fome  of  the  battalions  of 
the  volunteers. 

Oa  : 
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On  the  morning  of  the  4th  he 
left  general  Thouvenot  at  St. 
Amand,  and  departed  himfelf  for 
Condd  ;  but  he  had  not  approach¬ 
ed  that  fortrefs  within  half  a  league, 
before  he  was  met  by  an  officer  dis¬ 
patched  by  general  Neuilly  to  in¬ 
form  him  that  the  garrifon  was  in 
the  greateft  fermentation,  and  that 
it  would  not  be  fafe  for  him  to  en¬ 
ter  the  place.  He  fent  back  the 
officer  with  an  order  *to  general 
Neuilly,  to  fend  the  1 8th  regiment 
of  cavalry  to  Heart  him.  He  had  juft 
before  overtaken  a  column  of  vo¬ 
lunteers  marching  towards  Condo, 
.who,  however,  did  not  then  attempt 
to  moled  him.  While  they  were 
yet  in  fight  it  was  that  general 
Neuibyhs  meffenger  arrived ;  and  he 
had  fcarcely  delivered  his  meffage 
to  the  officer,  when  the  head  of  the 
column  quitted  the  high  road,  and 
ran  towards  him  with  fhouts  and 
menaces,  and  a  univerfal  exclamat¬ 
ion  of  Stop,  {lopd*  The  general 
now  perceiving  himfelf  in  the  moft 
imminent  danger,  mounted  a  horfe 
belonging  to  a  domeftic  of  the  duke 
de  Chartres,  and  efcaped  through 
a  dreadful  dilcharge  of  mufketry, 
which  the  whole  column  poured  up¬ 
on  him  and  his  affociates. 

'  finding  it  impoiftble  to  gain  the 
camp  of  Maulde,  the  general  pro¬ 
ceeded  along  the  Scheldt,  and 
puffed  the  ferry  near  the  village  of 
Wikers,  on  the  imperial  territory. 
From  this  place  he  continued  his 
route  on  foot  to  Bury,  where  in 
the  Evening  he  met  colonel  Maek, 
and  paffed  the  night  in  digefting 
the  proclamation  of  the  prince  of 
Cobourg,  which  appeared  on  the 
5th  with  that  of  general  Dumou- 
nez.  It  was'  alfoy  agreed  in  thi-s 
Conference,  that  "  as  foon  as  the 
general  ftiould  be  mafter  of  Conde, 
he  fhould  deliver  it  to  the  Auftrians, 
%ve  as  a  magazine  and  place  of 
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arms,  in  cafe  of  aid  being  demand? 
ed  by  general  Dumouriez. 

The  proclamation  of  general  Du¬ 
mouriez  contained  a  recapitulation 
of  his  fervices  to  the  French  repub¬ 
lic  ;  a  ftatement  of  the  cruel  neglect 
which  his  army  had  experienced  in 
the  preceding  winter,  and  of  the 
outrages  pracftifed  by  the  Jacobins 
towards  the  generals  of  the  repub¬ 
lic,  and  particularly  towards  him¬ 
felf;  the  reafons  which  induced 
him  to  a'rreft  the  commiffioners  ; 
and  a  glowing  phfture  of  the  evils 
to  be  apprehended  from  a  continu¬ 
ance  of  anarchy  in  Frances  It  con¬ 
cluded  with  an  exhortation  to  the 
French,  to  reftore  the  constitution 
of  1789,  1790  and  1791;  and  a 
declaration  on  oath  that  he  bore 
arms  only  for  the  reftoration  of  that 
conftitution  ;  and  that  as  foon  as  he 
had  effected  thatpurpofe,  lie  would 
for  ever  abandon  every  public  func¬ 
tion,  and  in  folitude  confole  him¬ 
felf  with  having  contributed  to  the 
happinefs  of  his  fellow  citizens. 

The  manifefto  of  the  prince  of 
Saxe  Cobourg,  which  accompanied 
the  preceding,  reflected  great  ho¬ 
nour  on  that  general ;  and  it  can 
never  be  fufficiently  regretted,  that 
the  terms  which  it  held  forth  were 
ever  departed  from  by  the  allied 
powers.  It  paffed  high  encomi¬ 
ums  on  the  difinterefted  and  patri¬ 
otic  views  of  general  Dumouriez. 
It  announced  that  the  allied  powers 
were  no  longer  to  be  confidered 
as  principals,  but  merely  as  auxi¬ 
liaries  in  the  war  ;  that  they  had  np 
other  object  but  to  co-operate  with 
general  Dumouriez  in  giving  to 
France  her  conftitutional  king,  and 
the  conjiitution  jhe  formed  for  her f elf. 
On  his  word  of  honour  he  pledged 
himfelf,  that  he  would  not  come 
upon  the  French  territory  to  make 
conquefts,  but  folely  for  the  ends 
above  fpeciiled. 
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The  prince  declared  further,  that 
any  ftrong  places  which  fhould  be 
put  into  his  hands  fhould  be  confi- 
dered  as  facred  depofits,  to  be  de¬ 
livered  up  as  foon  as  the  conftitu- 
tional  government  fhould  be  efta- 
blifhed  in  France,  or  as  foon  as  ge¬ 
neral  Dumouriez  fhould  demand 
them. 

On  the  5th  of  April,  at  day¬ 
break,  general  Dumouriez  proceed¬ 
ed  with  an  efcort  of 70  Imperial 
dragoons  to  the  advanced  guard 
of  his  camp  at  Maulde.  He  ha¬ 
rangued  the  troops ;  but  though 
there  was  no  open  oppofition,  he 
obferved  fome  indications  of  that 
fpirit,  and  feveral  fadlious  groups 
affembled  in  different  parts.  His 
next  defign  was  to  go  to  St. 
Amand ;  but  as  he  was  entering 
the  city  he  was  met  by  an  aid-de- 
camp,  who  informed  him  that  dur¬ 
ing  the  night  the  corps  of  artillery, 
excited  by  fome  emiffaries  from 
Valenciennes,  had  rifen  upon  their 
general,  and  were  marching  to  that 
fortrefs.  The  money,  however, 
and  the  equipages  of  the  officers, 
which  remained  in  the  city  without 
a  guard,  he  commanded  to  be  con¬ 
ducted  to  Rumegies. 

The  defertion  of  the  corps  of 
artillery  was  the  fignal  for  gene¬ 
ral  revolt.  General  Lamorliere, 
on  whom  Dumouriez  had  placed 
fome  dependance,  immediately  took 
his  departure  for  Valenciennes. 
The  general  was  himfelf  at  Ru¬ 
megies,  when  he  heard  of  the 
defection  of  ,  the  troops  in  camp. 
Nothing  was  now  left  but  to  pro¬ 
vide  for  his  perfonal  fafety.  He 
mounted  his  horfe,  attended  by 
general  and  colonel  Thouvenot, 
the  duke  de  Chartres,  colonel 
Montjoye,  and  a  few  others  of  his 
itaff.  He  was  followed  in  the 
courfe  of  the  day  by  about  700 
horfe,  and  Soq  infantry  j  thefe 


were  the  whole  that  could  be  pre¬ 
vailed  on  by  the  utmoft  folicita- 
tions  of  their  officers  to  defert  to 
the  enemy,  and  of  thefe  feveral  af¬ 
terwards  returned.  j 

The.  military  cheft  which  Du¬ 
mouriez  had  removed  was  recover¬ 
ed  by  a  party  of  French  chaffeurs, 
and  brought  to  Valenciennes,  At, 
Bury  general  Dumouriez  found 
colonel  Mack,  and  proceeded  with 
him  to  Mons.  It  was  agreed  that 
the  Imperialilts  fhould  immediate, - 
ly  lav  fiege  to  Conde.  The  rank 
of  feld-zeugmeifter  (general  of  ar¬ 
tillery)  was  conferred  on  Dumou-  ' 
riez  ;  but  the  fufpicions  of  the  allies 
have  never  permitted  him  to  enjoy 
it  in  any  adtive  capacity  : — and  he 
now  exifts  (we  are  informed)  a  lef- 
fon  to  all  men  who  forfake  the 
Heady  path  of  integrity — 4n  at* 
Auftrian  dungeon.  0 : 

The  little  fuccefs  attending  this  , 
tranfadlion  fhould  have  taught  the 
combined  powers  the  impoffibility 
of  conquering  France;  and  the  little  t 
dependance  to  be  placed  on  the 
vain  hopes  with  which  they  had  de* 
luded  themfeives,  refpedting  the  co¬ 
operation  of  the  French  people  irt 
effedting  a  counter-revolution.—? 
They  had  feen  a  whole  army  whq 
had  been  manifeftly  attached  to 
their  general,  under  whom  they 
had  conquered  and  bled,  refufe  tq 
obey  that  general  when  he  propofed 
to  them  to  take  arms  againft  their 
country,  though  under  the  fpecious 
pretext  of  reft  ©ring  a  conllitutiort 
to  which  it  was  probable  many  of 
them  were  attached.  That  gene¬ 
ral  too  was  a  man  of  tranfeendant 
abilities.  -  He  certainly  had  not 
been  well  treated  by  the  miniilerg 
and  the  convention  ;  and  his  cafe 
had  in  the  commencement  un*: 
doubtedly  interefted  the  fold iery  in 
his  behalf.  He  was  fupported  in 
thefe  meafuies  by  officers  whom' 
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iey  could  not  but  love  and  re¬ 
ject  ;  and  yet  the  attachment  to 
diat  they  deemed  the  caufe  of  li- 
erty  and  their  country  rofe  fupe- 
!or  to  every  other  paffion  in  the 
reafts  of  thefe  men.  Could  any 
erfon  of  common  fenfe  expect  fuc- 
efs  after  fuch  an  inftanee  as  this  ? 
>ut  we  have  feldom  known  what 
ras  begun  in  folly  terminate  in 
rifdom  ;  we  have  feldom  feen  thofe 
rho  indulge  at  fird  in  intemperate 
ad  imprudent  counfels,  indructed 
y  fubfequent  events. 

Had  the  combined  powers  made 
prudent  ufe  of  this  opportunity  ; 
ad  they  offered  reafonable  terms 
t  this  crifis  to  the  French  ;  had 
icy  extended  the  olive  branch,  and 
lid  to  them — Model  vour  inter- 
al  government  as  you  pleafe,  but 
ftablifh  once  more  the  ancient 
bundary  of  the  Netherlands  ;  re- 
ore  your  other  conqueds ;  act  with 
berality ;  fet  free  the  queen  and 
lie  royal  family  ;  do  juftice  to  the 
nfortunate  emigrants,  and  allow 
iem  at  lead  a  moiety  of  their  pro- 
erty  ;  and  we  will  withdraw  our 
irces had  they  addreffed  the 
ation  in  thefe  terms,  there  can 
ardly  be  a  doubt  but  a  flop  would 
ave  been  put  to  the  effulion  of 
lood,  and  France  might  ere  this 
avehad-amonarchy  again,  or  at  lead 
regular  and  edablifhed  govern- 
lent. — But  it  is  the  wife  only  who 
an  make  a  proper  ufe  of  proiperity, 
A  congrefs  of  the  reprelentatives 
f  the  combined  powers  was  affem- 
led  at  Antwerp  on  the  8th  of 
^pril. — At  this  congrefs  were  pre- 
:nt  the  prince  of  Orange  and  his 
vo  fons,  and  his  excellency  Van- 
er  Spiegel;  the  duke  of  York 
ad  lord  Auckland  on  the  part  of 
Ireat  Britain  ;  the  prince  of  Saxe 
'obourg,  counts  Metternich,  Sta- 
mberg  and  Mercy  Dargenteau, 
dth  the  Pruffian,  Spanidi  and  Nea- 
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politan  envoys.  On  their  decifion 
the  fate  of  nations  and  the  peace 
of  Europe  depended  ;  and  poderity 
will  have  the  more  to  regret,  if  it 
fhould  appear  that  the  voice  of  rea- 
fon  wxis  lefs  powerful  in  this  coun¬ 
cil,  than  the  dictates  of  ambition 
or  revenge. 

The  particulars  of  what  paffed 
on  this  important  occafion  have  ne¬ 
ver  yet  tranfpired — We  only  know 
that  it  was  refolved  to  commence  a 
plan  of  active  operations  againd 
France.  The  prince  of  Cobourg 
was  compelled  to  unfay  all  that  he 
had  fet  forth  with  fo  much  folem- 
nity  in  his  proclamation  ofthe  5th  ; 
and  a  fcheme  of  conqued  was  for¬ 
mally  announced  in  a  new  proclama¬ 
tion  whichtwas  iffued  by  the  fame  ge¬ 
neral  on  the  9th  of  the  fame  month. 

It  was  obvious  that  fo  impolitic 
a  dep  could  have  no  other  tendency 
than  to  dedroy  all  confidence  in 
the  profeffions  of  the  allied  powers. 
It  was  calculated  (however  pure' 
the  intentions  of  the  prince  might 
have  been)  to  awake  fufpicion  and 
refentrnent  in  the  breads  of  the 
French  ;  and  to  induce  them  to 
fufpect  that  the  whole  of  the  pro¬ 
clamation  of  the  5th  was  a  mere 
delufion,  only  intended  to  impofe  on 
their  credulity. 

The  fituation  of  France  at  this 
moment  was  lingularly  critical  and 
dangerous.  By  the  defection  of  Du- 
mouriez  the  whole  army  of  the  north 
was  difiolved,  and  in  part  difband- 
ed  ;  while  that  of  the  allies  lav 
upon  the  frontier,  numerous,  well 
difciplined,  and  victorious.  On  the 
fide  of  the  Rhine  the  Pruffians  ad¬ 
vanced  in  immenfe  force,  and 
threatened  the  lieze  of  Mentz,  even 
before  the  works  for  its  defence 
were  completed. 

But  however  formidable  the  at¬ 
tack  from  without  might  appear, 
it  was  perhaps  lefs  to  be  dreaded 
M  4  than 
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than  thofe  alarming  internal  com¬ 
motions  which  took  place  about 
this  period.  To  effeCt  completely 
the  fubverfion  of  the  republican  go¬ 
vernment  in  France,,  it  was  a  part 
©f  the  great  ptan  to  excite  by  a 
bold  and  inflantaneous  effort  the 
royaljfl’  party,  who  lay  concealed  in 
different  parts  of  the  country,  but 
chiefly  in  the  ancient  provinces  of 
Britahny  and  Poitou,  now  diilin- 
guifhed  by  the  names  of  the  depart¬ 
ments  of  La  Vendee  and  La  Loire. 
Notwithflanding  the  fevere  decrees 
of  the  convention,  im'menfe  numbers 
of  the  emigrants  had  fecretlv  re¬ 
fer  ted  thither  in  the  winter  of  1792, 
and  the  vicinity  of  thefc  depart-'' 
ments  to  the  fea  afforded  a  fair  pro¬ 
ject  of  frefh  fupplies  of  men  and 
military  ftores,  as  well  as  of  the  co¬ 
operation  of  the  naval  powers. 

It  appeared  like  a  concerted 
plan,  that  this  infurreftion  fhould 
break  out  alrnofl  at  the  in- 
flant  of  Dumouriez  VdefeCtion  ;  as 
if  by  two  fuch  tremendous  explo¬ 
sions  the  nem  republic  was  at  once 
to  be  overwhelmed  in  ruin.  The 
firfl  difturbances  were  confidered 
by  the  convention  as  merely  the 
refult  of  a  repugnance  in  the  peo¬ 
ple  to  the  modes  which  had  been 
adopted  for  recruiting  the  army  ; 
but  before  the  latter  end  of  March 
the  infurgents  affirmed  a  more  for¬ 
midable  appearance  as  to  numbers, 
and  their  proceedings  evinced  the 
rebellion  to  be  the  refult  of  pre¬ 
vious  arrangement.  They  were 
V  diftinguifhed  by  white  caps,  and 
by  other  counter-revolutionary  en- 
figns,  and  their  watch-words  were 
Five  le  Roi,  and  Fivent  les  Anglais! 
They  profeffed  to  a£t  by  the  au¬ 
thority  of  Monfieur,  the  regent  of 
France,  and  in  feveral  rencounters 
with  the  national  guards  were  vic¬ 
torious,  particularly  in  an  aCtion 
which  took  place  near  Chantanay, 
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which  was  immediately  fucceeded 
by  the  plunder  of  that  city. 

On  the  23d  of  March  the  con* 
vention  were  informed  that  the  in¬ 
furgents  had  made  themfelvfes  maf 
t;ers  of  the  diflricts  of  Cholet,  Mon¬ 
taigne  and  Cliffon,  and  that  the) 
had  defeated  general  Marce,  whe 
had  been  fent  to  quell  them.  The 
city  of  Nantz  was  at  the  fame  time 
iir  a  date  of  fregej  and  the  number 
of  rebels  encamped  before  that  city 
were  eflimated  at  hot  lefs  than 
40,000.  In  the  beginning  oi 
April  general  Berruyere  was' ap¬ 
pointed  to  command  againll  the  re¬ 
bels.  Notwithflanding  the  efforts  of 
the  convention,  however,  before  the 
end  of  that  month  they  poffefTed 
themfelves  of  an  extent  of  50  leagues 
of  country,  and  had  defeated  the 
republicans  in  two  pitched  battles, 
in  which  they  took  an  immenfe 
quantity  of  artillery  and  military 
ftores,  and  a  number  of  prifoners. 

To  refill  with  fuccefs  the  force 
of  thefe  combined  misfortunes  re¬ 
quired  no  .  common  refources,  and 
no  trifling  (hare  of  fpirit  and  of 
energy.  The  convention,  on  re¬ 
ceiving  the  intelligence  of  the  de¬ 
fection  of  Dumouriez,  and  the  ar- 
reft  of  the  edmmiflioners,  decreed  a 
permanent  fitting  ;  they  offered  a 
large  reward  for  the  fugitive  ge¬ 
neral,  and  decreed  that  all  who  ap¬ 
peared  connected  with  him  fhotild 
be  put  under  arreft. 

The  commiflioners  in  the  mean 
time,  who  had  been  fent  to  the 
army,  omitted  no  means  of  reflor- 
ing  order,  and  invigorating  the 
fpirit  of  the  French  army.  The 
flandard  of  the  republic  was  no 
fooner  fet  up,  than  the  battalions 
which  had  difperfed  from  the  camp 
of  Maulde  reforted  to  it  ;  and  ge* 
neral  Dampierre,  who  had  evinced 
his  patriotifm  by  his  refiflance  to 
the  orders  of  Dumouriez,  was  pro* 
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vi  Go®  ally  appointed  by  the  comrrnf- 
fioners  to  the  chief  command.  In 
iefs  than  a  week  general  Dam- 
pierre  had  reftored  order  and  dif- 
cipiine  to  their  diforganized  troops, 
and  was  enabled  to  lead  them  to  ac¬ 
tion,  if  not  to  victory. 

On  the  13th  of  April  the  ad¬ 
vanced  polls  of  the  French  army 
under  that  general  were  attacked 
in  fix  different  points,  but  theaftail- 
ants  were  repulfed  withconiiderable 
lofs.  General  Dampierre  at  the  fame 
time  was  enabled  to  refume  the  camp 
of  Famars.  On  the  14th  and  1 5th 
the  advanced  guard  was  again  af- 
failed  by  the  enemy  on  the  former 
of  thofe  days,  they  were  compelled 
by  fuperior  numbers  to  give  way, 
but  on  the  fucceeding  day  they 
were  victorious.  The  firing  con¬ 
tinued  from  four  in  the  morning  till 
eight  in  the  evening,  with  as  much 
violence  as  at  the  battle  of  Neer- 
•winden. 

.  On.  the  23d  the  Auflrians  again 
attacked  the  French  near  Mau- 
beoge,  but  after  a  conflict  of  ten 
hours  were  repulfed  with  confider¬ 
able  lofs  ;  and  on  the  ill  of  May 
general  Dampierre  attempted  to 
diflodge  the  enemy  from  feveral 
villages  of  which  they  were  in  pof- 
feffioti,  but  in  his  turn  experienced 
a  repulfe.  On  this  occafion  the 
Auflrians,  had  600  killed  and  2000 
wounded,  and  the  French  had  300 
filled  and  600  wounded. 

An  aCtion  of  a  more  ferious  na¬ 
ture  took  place  on  the  8th  of  May. 

,  General  Dampierre  on  that  day 
advanced  to  diflodge  the  enemy 
who  were  polled  in  the  wood  of 
Rheme  and  Vicoigne  ;  but  the  ar¬ 
dour  of  the  general  having  prompt¬ 
ed  him  to  too  great  an  expofure  of 
his  perfon,  his  thigh  was  carried  off 
by  a  cannon  ball,  and  he  expired 
$he  following  day,  leaving  the  com¬ 
mand  in  the  hands  of  general  La- 
marche.  In  this  aCtion  the  Aus¬ 


trians  loft  in  killed  and  wounded 
500  men,  and  the  Prufiians  300  :  of 
the  Englifti  troops,  who  were  en¬ 
gaged  and  who  fuffered  greatly,  no 
official  return  was  made.  The  lofs 
of  the  French  was  eftimated  at 
4000. 

From  this  period  to  the  23d  lit¬ 
tle  of  importance  occurred.  On 
that  day  it  was  determined  by  the 
allies  to  attempt  to  diflodge  the 
French  from  their  fortified  camp  on 
the  heights  of  Famars,  which  co¬ 
vered  and  protected  the  town  of 
Valenciennes,  At  day-break  the 
Britifh  and  Hanoverians  aflefnbled 
under  the  command  of  the  duke  of 
York,  and  the  Auflrians  and  Ger¬ 
man  auxiliaries  under  that  of  the 
prince  of  Cohourg  and  general 
Ciairfait.  A  thick  .fog  prevented 
for  fome  time  the  advance  of  the 
troops  ;  and  they  foon  experienced 
a  tremendous  fire  froijathe  entrench¬ 
ments  of  the,  French.  The  conteft, 
fir  James  Murray,  ftates,  was  of  the 
fevereft  kind,  and  in  the  field  the 
French  were  defeated.  The  duke 
of  York  then  advanced  within  a 
fmall  diftance  of  the  works  ;  but 
obferving  from  the  difpofition  of 
the  French  that  they  could  not  be 
carried  without  confiderable  lofs, 
he  determined  to  defer  the  attack 
till  day-break  on  the  following  day. 
In  the  courfe  of  the  night,  however, 
the  French,  apprehenfive  of  the 
confequences,  and  probably  much 
weakened  by  the  aCtion,  abandoned 
their  camp,  and  withdrew  partly 
into  Valenciennes,  while  another 
party  retired  by  Denain,  towards 
Bouchain  and  Cambray.  No  offi¬ 
cial  return  was  made  of  the  lofs  of 
the  allies  ;  but  on  both  fides  it  muff 
have  been  confiderable. 

The  fuccefs  on  the  23d  enabled 
the  allies  to  lay  formal  fiege  to  Va¬ 
lenciennes.  Conde  had  been  inveft- 
ed  from  the  beginning  of  April,  and 
the  communication  entirely  cut  off 
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between  that  place  and  Valen¬ 
ciennes.  To  re- eftablifh  that  com¬ 
munication  was  the  object  of  gene¬ 
ral  Dampie/re  on  the  8th  of  May, 
when  he  received  the  fatal  wound 
that  deprived  him  of  life. 

While  thefe  affairs  were  traniadt- 
ing  in  the  north,  but  little  of  im¬ 
portance  occurred  in  other  parts. 
In  the  beginning  of  May  general 
Cuftine,  who  commanded  the  army 
of  the  Rhine,  formed  a  defign'  of 
cutting  off  from  the  enemy  a  body 
of  feven  or  eight  thouiand  men 
who  had  advanced  as  far  as  Rhein- 
zabern  ;  but,  to  fucceed,  it  was  ne- 
cefiary  to  amufe  the  Pruffians  in  all 
parts,  and  to  deftroy  the  effedt  of 
the  cavalry  and  infantry  which  they 
had  near  Landau.  Had  he  been 
to  retain  the  command  of  this  ar¬ 
my,  he  laid  he  fhould  have  deferred 
that  enterprife  till  the  commence¬ 
ment  of  June,  and  then  the  army, 
better  exercifed,  would  have  been 
in  a  condition  to  execute  it  com¬ 
pletely  ;  but  reflecting  that  he  was 
about  to  depart  and  take  upon  him 
the  command  of  the  army  of  the 
North,  he  determined  to  attempt  an 
adxion,  to  prevent  the  Pruffians  from 
taking  advantage  of  their  good  pofi- 
tion.  He  therefore  fent  orders  to 
general  Houchard  to  attack  in  the 
rear  Limberg  and  Carlberg  with  the 
jarmy  of  the  Mofelle,  while  Pulli 
fhould  keep  in  check,  and  attack 
with  the  reit  of  the  corps  des  Va- 
fages,  a  Pruffian  corps  who  had  ad¬ 
vanced,  and  while  general  Sulek, 
with  nine  battalions  and  fame  ca¬ 
valry,  fhould  advance  towards  A11- 
weiler  to  moled  the  enemy.  The 
fame  day  the  garrifon  of  Landau 
had  orders  to  occupy  the  banks  of 
the  canal  of  An  weiier,  the  vineyards 
and  village  of  Nufderff,  with  feveral 
other  polls,  and  to  give  the  Pruf¬ 
fians  reafon  to  apprehend  that  they 
would  be  attacked  in  the  rear,  in 
cafe  they  fhould  attempt  any  move¬ 


ments.  He  alfo  caufed  a  report  to 
be  Spread  in  the  Pruffian  army,  that 
the  cavalry  of  the  army  of  the 
Mofelle  had  arrived,  as  well  as  part 
of  the  artillery  of  Strafbourg.  In 
the  mean  time  general  Ferrier,who 
commanded  forty  battalions,  was 
ordered  only  to  fhew  himfelf  to  the 
enemy  till  he  fhould  hear  that  the 
engagement  had  commenced/  and 
to  attack  them  in  the  wood  of 
Rheinzabern,  and  the  Auftrians 
who  were  in  jit  beyond  the  village. 
Notwithstanding  thefe  orders,  Cuf- 
tine  obferves,  that  he  did  not  fee 
his  troops  appear  till  eleven  o’clock, 
at  which  time  general  Diretmann 
had  commanded  a  retreat,  becaufe 
the  troops  were  fatigued,  and  could 
neither  procure  provifions nor  drink. 
The  general  himfelf  began  to  march 
at  eight  o’clock  in  the  evening, 
with  twenty-fix  battalions  and  eight 
regiments,  to  the  heights  near  In- 
fheim  ;  but  feveral  unavoidable  de¬ 
lays  prevented  him  from  arriving  at 
that  place  till  five  in  the  morning. 
The  advanced  guard,  under  the 
command  of  general  Landremont, 
kept  back  the  enemy,  and  prevent¬ 
ed  them  from  quitting  the  forefl  of 
Germerfheim,  While  general  Lan¬ 
dremont  was  thus  engaging  the 
Auflrian  army,  and  preventing 
them  from  advancing,  the  main 
army  extended  itfeif  to  the  heights 
of  Rulfheim,  and  proceeded  as  far 
as  that  village.  Cufline  charged 
two  divifions  of  dragoons  with  vi¬ 
gour,  who  fled  after  fuftaming  con¬ 
siderable  lofs.  Among  the  number 
of  the  dead  were  three  officers. 
The  general  obferved,  that  had  it 
not  been  for  the  infatuation  of  a 
battalion,  who  miflook  the  French 
cavalry  for  that  of  the  enemy,  this 
day  would  have  been  glorious  for 
the  troops  of  the  republic  ;  they 
anfwered  all  attempts  to  rally  them, 
only  by  difeharges,  and  it  was  with 
great  difficulty  they  could  be  pre¬ 
vailed 
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ailed  upon  to  refume  their  ranks. 
Fhe  general  was  informed  that  this 
vent  was  occasioned  by  the  com- 
nander,  who  began  the  cry  of 
reachery.  He  was  arrefted,  and, 
t  was  laid,  defltoyed  himfelf. 
4  This  day,  which  ought  to  have 
>een  fo  memorable, added  Cuf- 
ine,  “  terminated  by  the  taking  of 
)ne  piece  of  cannon,  and  a  very 
rreat  number  of  prifoners.,,  The 
J  ruffians  were  foon  after  enabled  to 
orm  the  fiege  of  Mentz. 

At  this  fatal  period,  a  degree  of 
reachery  feems  to  have  pervaded 
very  part  of  the  French  territory. 
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On  the  2d  of  April  the  popular 
fociety  of  Toulon  denounced  the 
Corfican  general  Faoli  as  a  traitor* 
and  his  fubfequent  condudt  has 
proved  that  the  accufation  was  too 
well  founded.  Paoli  was  cited  to 
appear  at  the  bar  of  the  conven¬ 
tion,' but  excufed  himfelf;  and  the 
perfons  who  were  fent  to  arreft  him 
declared  that  the  fervice  was  too 
dangerous  to  be  attempted. 

At  the  fame  time  charges  of  a 
ferious  nature  were  exhibited  again! 
the  ex-mini  fier  Bournonville,  who 
was  accufed  as  an  accomplice  of 
Dumounez. 
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HE  paufe  which  at  this  time 
took  place  in  the  military 
ranfadtions,  affords  us  leifure  to 
eview  the  no  lefs  important  pro- 
eedings  of  the  convention.  In 
he  month  of  March  the  celebrated 
evolutionary  tribunal,  forjudging 
ffences  again!  the  Hate,  was  or- 
anized;  and  it  is  remarkable  that 
re  chairman  on  this  occafion  was 
re  deputy  La  Croix,  who  has  fince 
illen  the  vidiim  of  this  very  infti- 
ition.  The  plan  on  which  this 
lbunal  was  formed  is  as  follows.  • 

I.  The  revolutionary  tribunal 
tall  take  cognizance  of  every  en- 
erprife,  plot,  and  attempt  againft 
ie  liberty  and  fovereignty  of  the 
eople,,and  the  unity,  indivifibili- 


ty,  and  external  as  well  as  internal 
fafety  of  the  republic  ;  of  every 
plan  tending  to  eftablifh  royalty, 
and  of  every  crime  relating  to  the 
fabrication  of  forged  affignats. 

II.  This  tribunal  fhall  confift  of 
fix  judges,  divided  into  two  fedtions. 
Three  members  in  each  fedlion 
fhall  be  fufficient  to  examine  fadfs 
denounced. 

III.  The  judges  fhall  be  chofen 
by  the  national  convention,  by  the 
appel  nominal,  and  by  a  relative 
majority. 

IV.  To  this  tribunal  (hall  belong 
a  public  accufer  and  two  afiillants, 
named  by  the  convention  in  the 
fame  manner  as  the  judges.  A 
commiffion  of  fix  members  fhall 
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alfa  be  appointed  to  draw  up  the 
decrees  of  accufation  which  may  be 
paffed  by  the  convention. 

V.  The  jurors  ihall  be  in  num¬ 
ber  twelve,  and  their  fubftitutes 
phree.  They  fhall  be  taken  from 
the  department  of  Paris,  until  the 
iff  of  May  next;  an  epoch  when 
the  electoral  bodies  mull  renew  their 
jurors. 

VI.  Grimes  again#  general  fafe- 
ty,  aiTigned  heretofore  to  the  cog¬ 
nizance  of  municipalities,  Ihall  in 
future  be  judged  by  the  revolution¬ 
ary  tribunal. 

VII.  There  Ihall  be  ho  appeal 
from  the  fentence. 

•VIII.  Sentence  paffed  in  the 
abfeti.ee  of  the  accufed,  fhall  have 
the  fame  effect  as  if  they  were  pre¬ 
fect.  ■ , 

■  IX.  Perfons  accufed  who  fhall 
hot  appear  within  three  months 
fhall  be  confidered  as  emigrants, 
and  treated  as  fuch. 

As  the  intentions  of  the  patties 

<f.  \  A 

which  divided  the  convention  had 
been  grofsly  mifreprefented,  and  as 
fome  p f  the  indigent  and  defperate 
of.  the  citizens  had  underifood  the 
term  equality ,  which  was  adopted  in 
the  declaration  of  rights,  as  refer¬ 
ring  not  to  an  equality  of  rights, 
but  an  equality  of  property;  about 
the  fame  *  period  a  decree  was  pro¬ 
posed,  on  the  motion  of  Barrerc, 
and  adopted  by  the  convention,  de¬ 
nouncing  the  punuhment  of  death 
again#  any  perfon  who  fhould  pro- 
pofe  an  agrarian  law,  or  who 
fhould  attempt  to  injure  territorial, 
commercial,  or  perfonal  property. 

Another  decree,  which  was  paff¬ 
ed  on  the  29th  of  the  fame  month, 
merits  lefs  our  approbation  ;  it  was 
in  fubftance,  that  all  perfons  con- 
vifted  of  compofng  or  printing 
writings  for  the  refforation  of  mo¬ 
narchy  in  France,  or  the  diffolu- 
tion  of  the  national  reprefentation, 
fhould  be  pimiihed  with  death.  All 


perfons  guilty  of  attempting  ;  3 
counter-revolution  were  at  the  famci 
time  declared  outlaws  ;  and  on  thci 
I#  of  April  a  decree  was  paffed] 
aboliihiug  the  inviolability  of  the* 
deputies  of  the  convention,  when 
accufed  of  crimes  dgainft  the  ftate.j 

In  every  date  there  will  always 
be  found  neceffary  an  executive  au¬ 
thority,  with  powers  fufficientlyji 
ffrong  to  prevent  frequent  in-furrem 
tion  and  confpiracy,  and  fofSciently 
compact  to  be  able  to  execute  its 
defigps  with,  feerecy  and  prompti¬ 
tude.  It  was  evidently  among  the 
defeats  of  the  lit#  conftituiion  oi 
France,  that  no  fuch  power  exifled; 
and  fince  the  revolution 'of  the  lOfh 
of  Auguft,  .the  powers  granted  to 
the  ordinary  minifters,  who  formed 
what  is  called  the  executive  council, 
were  not  adequate  to  thefe  ends. 
On  the  7th  of  April,  therefore,  a 
committee  of  public  fafety,  with, 
enlarged  powers,  was  inftituted  by 
the  convention  ;  but  as  the  autho¬ 
rity  delegated  to  the  members  of 
this  committee  was  extenfive,  it  was 
judged  prudent  to  limit  its duratiqjj 
to  a  fingle  month.  After  much 
debate  upon  the  fubjedf,  the  com¬ 
mittee  was  organized  agreeably  to 
the  terms  of  the  following,  decree. 

Art.  1.  A  committee  of  public 
fafety,  confiding  of  nine  members, 
taken  from  the  convention,  fhall  be 
formed  by  open  vote.  •  ojo. 

II.  This  committee  fhall  delibe¬ 

rate  in  fecret,  and  fhall  be  charged 
to  watch  over  and  accelerate  the 
actions  of  the  adminiftration  en- 
tru#ed  to  the  executive  council, 
whofe  decrees  it  may  fufpend,when 
it  thinks  them  contrary  to  the  pub¬ 
lic  incereft  being  bound  at  the  fame 
time  to  give  information  to  the 
convention-  > 

III.  It  is  authorifed  to  purfue, 
in  urgent  circumlfances,--  external 
and  internal  meafures  of  general  de¬ 
fence  1  and  its  decrees,  figned  by 
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he  majority  of  its  deliberating 
nembers,  which  {hall  never  be  lets 
han  two  thirds,  fhall  be  executed 
>y  the  provifional  executive  conn- 
il ;  and  it  cannot  in  any  cafe  iffue 
nandates  of  arreft  but  againft  exe- 
utive  agents,  bound  at  the  fame 
ime  to  give  immediate  information 
o  the  convention, 

IV.  The  particular  agents  whom 
he  committee  may  think  proper  to 
mploy  ftiall  be  paid  from  the  pub¬ 
ic  treafury. 

V.  The  national  treafury  fhall, 
or  this  purpofe,  keep  ready,  at  the 
lifpofal  of  the  committee,  the  fum 
if  100,000  livres. 

VI.  It.  may  divide  itfelf  into  fec- 
ions  to  exercife  its  operations  with 
afety. 

VII.  It  fhall  make  a  general  re- 
>ort  of  its  operations,  and  of  the 
ituation  of  the  republic. 

VIII.  It  fhall  keep  a  journal  of 
ts  deliberations,  which  fhall  be 
igned  by  all  the  members  prefentu 

IX.  This  committee  fhall  be  ef- 
ablifhed  only;  for  one  month. 

The  defection  of  Dumouriez, 
vhtich  feetned  to  have  been  concert- 
d  with  certain  brandies  of  the 
kuirbomfamily,  contributed  at  this 
>eriod  to  overwhelm  the  whole  of 
his  unhappy  race  in  difgrace  and 
nisfortune.  A  propofal  had  been 
nade,  it  is  faid,  to  the  combined 
lowers  to  exchange  the  queen  and, 
he  other  prifoners  in  theTemple,  for 
he  commiffioners  who  had  been  ar- 
eftea  by  Dumouriez ;  and  this  tranf- 
dtion  was  to  ferve  as  a  bails  for  the 
reatyOof  peace.  On  what  ground 
his  humane  propofal  was  fruftrated 
re  are  not  informed  ;  but  we  can- 
ioi  help  thinking  that,  if  the  allies 
tad  in  an  open  and  manly  manner 
troceeded  to  treat  upon  thefe  terms, 
uuch  mifery  and  much  bloodlhed 
night  have  been  prevented.  As, 
ipwever,  both  parties  appeared 
qually  averfe  to  temperate  and  hu» 
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mane  co-unfels,  it  was  decreed,  on 
the  7th  of  April,  that  all  the  mem¬ 
bers  of  the  Bourbon  family*  as  well 
as  all  Auftrian  officers,  and  other 
members  of  the  Germanic  bodw 
who  had  been  taken  prifoners* 
ffiould  be  detained  as  hollages  for 
the  fafety  of  the  arretted  deputies  ; 
and  that  all  the  Bourbons  fhould  be 
removed  to  Marfeilles,  except  fuch 
as  were  previoufly  confined  in  the 
Temple  :  the  ci-devant  duke  of  Or¬ 
leans,  notwithftanding  his  quality. as 
a  deputy  of  the  convention,  was  in¬ 
cluded  in  this  decree. 

On  the  9th  of  the  fame  month, 
a  decree  was  alfo  patted,-  enjoining 
that  all  bargains  and  contracts 
fhould  be  paid  in  affignats,  and  not 
in  ipecie.  The  reafon  urged  in 
favour  of  this  arrangement  was  the 
great  depreciation  which  the  paper 
currency  of  France  had  fullered* 
About  the  fame  time  the  powers  oC 
the  commiffioners  fent  to  the  armies 
were  enlarged. 

A  confiderable  part  of  the  month 
of  April  was  fpent  in  difeuffingand 
digefiing  the  declaration  of  rights* 
which  was  to  ferve  as  a  preface  to* 
the  new  conftitution.  It  was  pro- 
pofed  by  Salles  and  fome  other 
members,  to  confine  themfelves  to 
the  declaration  which  had  been  en¬ 
abled  in  1789,  by  the  conttituenfc 
affembiy  ;  but  the  majority  appear? 
ed  to  incline  to  a  new  declaration* 
On  the  10th  of  May  the  conven¬ 
tion  took  pottettion  of  their  sew 
hall  in  the  Tuilleries,  and  on  that 
day  decreed  the  firft  article  of  the 
new  conllitution  ;  viz.  <{  ^The 
French  republic  is  one  and  indivi- 
fible/’ 

In  the  mean  time  the  divifions, 
which  had  fo  long  fubfifted  between 
the  two  great  parties  in  the  con¬ 
vention,  proceeded  rapidly  to  an 
open  and  violent  rupture.  The 
party  of  Robefpierre  and  Marat 
had  imperceptibly  gained  on  the 
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affedlions  and  prejudices  of  the  po¬ 
pulace  of  Paris  ;  and  the  Jacobin 
club  became  gradually  under  their 
entire  diredfion.  The  defire  mani- 
fefted  by  the  BrifTotines  or  Gironde 
faction  to  fave  the  life  of  the  king, 
had  not  contributed  to  their  popu¬ 
larity  ;  and  the  multitude,  inftead 
of  attributing  it  to  motives  of  hu¬ 
manity  and  jullice,  were  eafily  per- 
fuaded  that  their  principles  had 
been  corrupted  bv  bribes  from  tbofe 
powers  whom  they  fuppofed  inter- 
efted  in  the  prevention  of  that  ca- 
taftrophe. 

The  defedfion  of  Dumouriez, 
with  whom  many  of  the  Gironde 
had  been  clofely  conne&ed,  and 
whom  they  had  always  defended 
when  attacked  by  his  adverfaries, 
completed  the  ruin  of  this  declining 
party.  The  moft  intimate  union 
had  always  fubfifted  between  that 
general  and  the  hcufe  of  Orleans ; 
and  feveral  of  the  BrifTotines,  as 
well  as  Brifi’ot  himfelf,  had  been 
dependants  or  domeftics  of  that 
houfe. 

The  unpopular  manners  of  Ro¬ 
land,  who  was  probably  after  ail  a 
man  of  integrity,  and  the  vanity  of 
others  of  the  fadtion  ;  their  being  in 
poffefiion  of  power,  and  the  inordi¬ 
nate  love  of  it  which  they  manifeft- 
ed,  excited  the  diftruft  and  the  jea- 
loufv  of  many.  We  may  add  to 
thefe  caules  for  the  decline  of  their 
influence,  the  manifeft  incapacity 
which  they,  and  the  mirriliers  ap¬ 
pointed  by  them,  had  betrayed  in 
the  condudl  of  public  affairs  ;  the 
negledl  of  the  army,  and  their  tar- 
dinefs  in  prefenting  the  nation  with 
a  conftitution. 

It  is  a  melancholy  confideration, 
-  0  *  * 
tnat  to  the  lenity  of  their  govern¬ 
ment  may  be  juftly  afcribed  the  im¬ 
mediate  ruin  of  the  Gironde  party. 
Had  they  in  an  early  ftage  of  the 
eontefl  punifhed  with  feverity  t  t  ir 
opponents  and  calumniators,  they 
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might  certainly  have  retained  the! 
power  longer. )  It  is  to  their  ho 
nour  indeed  that  they  did  not  choof 
to  fecure  their  power  by  a  violatior 
of  jullice  and  humanity.  Such 
conduct  is  calculated  to  cover  anc 
excufe  a  multitude  of  errors  ;  and 
it  is  more  noble  to  fall  in  fuch  < 
manner,  than  to  be  vidlorious  bj 
cruelty  and  violence. 

In  the  latter  flages  of  the  con  f 


teft,  they  did  not,  it  muft  be  con 
fefled^  proceeed  with  the  fame  mo¬ 
deration. '  The  oppofition  was  thenl 
reduced  to  a  eontefl  a  J interned onem'l 
and  though  it  is  probable,  that  in; 
the  firfl  inftance  the  difpute  was  no 
other  than  a  party  ftruggle  for  the 
power  and  emoluments  of  the  ftate,i 
and  that  their  adverfaries  them- 
felves  did  not  think  of  attacking 
their  lives,  and  wanted  only  their 
places;  yet  the  quarrel  grew  by 
degrees  to  fo  great  an  extent,  that 
the  life  of  every  individual  of  each 
party  was  flaked  upon  the  iffue. 

So  flrcng  was  the  impveffion, 
which  the  report  of  the  Gironde 
party  being  confederates  with  Du¬ 
mouriez  had  made  upon  the  people, 
that  fo  early  as  the  9th  of  April  a 
petition  was  received  from  one  of 
the  feftions  of  Paris,  accufing  Gua- 
det,  Vergniaux,  Genfonne,  and 
fome  others  of  the  deputies,  as  ac¬ 
complices  of  that  perfidious  officer, 
and  requefling  that  they  might  be 
punifhed. 

On  the  i$th  of  April  a  petition 
was  preferred  by  the  commons 
of  the  48  fedfions  of  Paris,  demand¬ 
ing  that  BrifTot,  Guadet,  Vergni¬ 
aux,  Genfonne,  Grangeneuve, 
Buzot,  Bafbaroux,  Salles,  Biro* 
teau,  Petion,  Lanjuinais,  Fauchet, 
Valaze,  Lafource,  Pontecoulant, 
Le hardy,  Gorfas,  Valady,  Cham- 
bon,  Hardy,  Lanthenas,  Louvet, 
&c.  be  impeached,  and  expelled  the 
convention.  This  petition  was  fol¬ 
lowed  on  the  1  ft  of  May  by  a  de¬ 
putation 
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mtation  from  the  fauxbourgof  St.  pierre.  A  violent  tumult  enfued, 
Antoine  ;  the  prefident  of  which,  and  the  deputies  on  both  (ides  of 
ifter  propofmg  a  plan  for  the  re-  the  hall  advanced  with  drawn  (words 
suiting  of  the  armies,  &c.  addref-  to  affault  each  other;  by  the  au- 
ed  the  convention  in  thefe  words  :  thority  of  the  prefident,  it  was, 

— “  We  come,”  faid  he,  “  legifla-  however,  at  length  com  poled, 
ors,  to  tell  you  fevere  truths — -Em-  In  the  evening  fitting  of  the  fame 

Dloying  yourfelves  for  a  long  time  day,  the  Gironde  recriminated,  and 
is  you  have  with  your;  perfonal  in*  Guadet  prefented  a  direct  accufa- 
cerefts  and  paflions,  declare  to  us  tion  againll  Marat.  As  prefident 
vhat  you  have  done  !  You  have  of  the  jacobin  club,  he  had  figned 
iromifed  every  thing,  and  kept  an  addrefs,  accufing  the  Gironde 
four  word  In  nothing.  Our  de-  party  of  being  the  accomplices  of 
coders  have  been  left  deftitute  of  Dumounez  ;  and  exhorting*  the 
:very  neceflary ;  you  have  engaged  popular  focieties  to  unite,  and  pour 
.0  regulate  the  price  of  provifions  ;  in  a  (bower  of  petitions,  “  for  the 
;q  relieve  the  neceflitous  ;  but  in  expulfion  of  thofe  unfaithful  mem- 
10  one  inftance  have  you  kept  your  bers  who  betrayed  their  truft,  and 
vord.” — He  concluded  with  de-  who  did  not  vote  for  the  death  of 
flaring  the  fauxbourg  in  a  ftate  of  the  tyrant.5'  The  whole  c'ompofi- 
nfurre&ion,  and  defiring  that  the  tion  was  in  an  extravagant  ftyle, 
leputation,  to  the  number  of  8, coo,  and  among  other  exclamations  con- 
>ut  unarmed,  might  be  permitted  tained  thefe  words  ; — “  i>et  us  ex¬ 
ofile  through  the  hall.  A  warm  terminate  the  confpirators  l 55  Marat 
lebate  enfued  ;  but  the  inhabitants  alleged  that  be  had  figned  the  ?.d- 
:ompofed  the  tumult,  by  affuring  drefs  as  prefident,  without  reading 
hem  that  they  wifhed  to  defend,  it;  but  juftified  the  contents.  The 
lot  to  deftroy  the  convention.  oppolite  party  infilled  on  a  decree 

The  Gironde  party,  on  the  other  of  accufation  being  pafied  againtl  ■* 
jiand,  was  not  inactive  ;  and  as  him  ;  and  on  the  appel  nominal  be- 
nuch  of  the  difcontent  among  the  ing  demanded,  out  of  336  votes, 
>eople  was  fuppofed  to  be  excited  233  were  for  the  decree  of  accufa-  , 

>y  the  inflammatory  journal  of  tion,  and  82  againll  it  ;  22  excufed 
vhich  Marat  was  the  conductor,  themfelves.  Marat  was.  accord- 
hat  deputy  was  denounced  by  Sal-  ingly  committed  to  the  abbey  pri¬ 
es,  as  a  feditious  perfon,  fo  early  as  fon. 

he  26th  of  February.  As  the  con-  From  this  deciflon  of  the  con- 
cntion  however  did  not  think  it  vention,  the  predominating  influ- 
irudent  to  purfue  him  with  rigour,  ence  of  the  Gironde  party  in  that 
upported  as  he  was  by  fo  flrong  a  body  is  fufficiently  apparent:  but 
>arty,  and  by  that  formidable  body  it  was  not  fo  with  the  people  ;  and 
he  Jacobin  club,  he  flill  continued  the  jury  before  whom  Marat  was 
ds  attendance  in  the  hall  of  the  arraigned,  were  either  afraid  to 
egiflature  ;  and  on  the  firfl  of  April  condemn  him,  or  were  themfelves- 
ie  recriminated  on  the  Gironde,  of  his  party  ;  for  on  the  24th  of 
ind  in  his  place  in  the  convention  April  he  was  unanimoufly  acquit- 
lenounced  300  of  the  deputies,  at  ted.  His  party,  not  content  with 
he  head  of  whom  were  Briffot,  the  acquittal  of  their  favourite,  at- 
*Tergniaiix,  & c.  On  the  12th  of  tended  him  in  a  body  to  refume: 
April  Marat  renewed  his  accufa-  his  feat  in  the  convention.  A 
ion,  and  was  fupported  by  Robef*  fcene  of  indecent  triumph  enfued. 
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and  the  hall  of  the  legiftature  was 
once  more  occupied  by  the  mob  of 
Parts. 

His  opponents  having  proceeded 
to  this  extremity,  it  was  not  pro¬ 
bable  that  Marat  fhould  defift  from 
hoftilities;  and  he  was  now  unfor¬ 
tunately  too  well  allured  of  his  own 
ftrength  to  liften  eafily  to  moderate 
counfels. 

The  Gironde,  on  the  other  hand, 
notwithftanding  their  fuperiority  in 
the  convention,  could  not  fail  to 
difcover  their  tottering  fituation. 
It  was  evident  they  had  loft  the 
confidence  of  the  people  of  Paris, 
and  the  only  chance  for  fecuring 
their  own  authority  was  an  appeal 
to  the  people  of  the  more  diftant 
departments.  With  this  view,  on 
the  13  th  of  May,  on  the  pretence 
of  forwarding  the  new  conftitution, 
Condorcet  propoied — That  a  new 
convention  fhould  be  chofen  on  the 
ift  of  November  next  enfuing, 
and  that  it  fhould  meet  on  the  15th 
of  December.  The  motion  was 
vehemently  oppofed  by  Thuriot 
and  others,  who  infilled  that  the 
convention  could  not  abandon  its 
poll  at  fo  important  a  crifis,  with¬ 
out  manifeft  injury  to  the  republic ; 
that  fuch  a  meafure  would  perfuade 
the  people,  that  the  leading  per- 
fons  of  that  body  had  no  ferious 
delign  of  giving  them  a  conftitu- 
tion  ;  and  .that  fuch  alarms  would 
lead  to  the  moil  dangerous  intei- 
tine  commotions.  The  propofal 
of  Condorcet  was  on  thefe  reafons 
adjourned.  ' 

The  means  propofed  by  Con¬ 
dorcet  would  probably  have  proved 
inadequate  to  the  end  ;  and  indeed 
nothing  rhort  of  convening  a  legif- 
lature  to  meet  no  longer  "in  Paris, 
but  in  fome  other  city,  could,  in 
this  ftate  of  affairs,  preferve  his 
party  from  definition.  On  the 
18th  of  May,  therefore,  a  fubftitute 
deputy  to  the  convention  (one  of 


tbofe  who  bad  been  ele&ed  to  fttp- 
ply  fuch  feats  tis  ftiould  be  vacated 
by  ab fence  or  by  death)  having 
been  infulted  by  fome  women,  kr 
bis  way  to  the  convention,  Gua- 
det  en\braced  the  opportunity  to 
infill  that  the  convention  was  no 
longer  free  in  Paris  ;  and  that  a 
plot  had  been  formed  for  diffulving 
the  convention,'  and  placing  the 
whole  power  of  the  ftate  in  the 
hands  of  the  anarchifts.  He  con¬ 
cluded  by  propofing  as  a  .decree— 
“  The  national  convention  breaks 
and  diffolves  all  the  conftituted  ait* 
thorities  of  Paris  ;  orders  all  the 
fubftitute  deputies  of  the  conven¬ 
tion  to  unite  at  Bourges,  without, 
however,  exercifing  any  function 
till  authorifed  by  a  decree  of  the 
convention.”  Barrere  thought  the 
evil  complained  of  did  not  require 
fo  violent  a  remedy;  and  on  his  mo¬ 
tion  it  was  decreed,  “  that  a  com - 
mijfron  of  twelve,  members  chofen 
from  the  convention  fhould  examine- 
all  the  plans  and  refolutions  formed 
bvwthe  commons  of  Paris*” 

*  '  j  1  i 

In  a  debate  which  took  place  on 
the  20th  of  May,  on  a  propofal  of 
the  financier  Cambon,  for  “  a  com- 
pulfory  loan  of  a  thoufand  millions 
from  rich  egotifts  (felfifh  perfons),. 
the  indifferent,  and  all  who  may 
be  fuppofed  interefted  in  the  fuc- 
cefs  of  the  enemies  of  -  France,” 
Marat  embraced  the  occafion  to 
arraign  his  adversaries,  and  pro-?, 
pofed  that  the  Rolandins,  the  Gh 
rondins,  and  Briffotins,  fhould  be 
ielecfted  as  the  lenders.  ..  -Jt 

A  moft  tumultuous  fcene  enftied* 
Barbaroux,  La  Riviere,  and  others 
of  the  Gironde  party,  exclaimed 
again  ft  a  forced  loan,  as  a  ty¬ 
rannical  and  counter-revolutionary 
measure.  The  galleries  took  a 
moft  indecent  part  in  the  debate*  j 
which  was  concluded  by  Vergniaux 
moving  that  an  additional  guard 
ftiould  be  demanded  foy  the  protec- 

. '  tioa 
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tkn  of  the  convention.  On  the 
fame  day  a  declaration  Was  pub- 
lifhed  by  the  president  Ifnard,  con¬ 
demning  in  ttrong  terms  the  in¬ 
decent  fcene  which  had  juft  been 
a&ed,  and  charging  the  anarchifts 
with  being  the  accomplices  of  the 
Combined  kings. 

On  the  23d  fome  deputies  from 
the  feCtion  of  fraternity  appeared 
at  the  bar  to  Offer  proofs  of  the 
plots  in  their  feCtion  againft  liberty 
ahd  the  convention- — They  faid,  it 
had  been  agitated  in  a  meeting  held 
bn  the  preceding  Sunday  and  Mon¬ 
day,  at  the  mayors  houfe,  to 
**  make  another  10th  of  Auguft 
bufinefs,,>  which  was  to  be  followed 
by  a  maffacre  like  that  of  the  3d 
of  September.  The  mayor,  how¬ 
ever,  had  oppofed  thefe  proceed¬ 
ings,  and  threatened  to  adjourn  the 
affembly.  Several  deputations  ap¬ 
peared  on  the  fame  day  from  dif¬ 
ferent  fedtions  engaging  to  protect 
the  convention ;  and  on  the  follow¬ 
ing  day  the  mayor  of  Paris,  Pache, 
addreffed  a  letter  to  the  prefident 
Confirming  the  account  of  what  had 
affed  in  the  fedtion  of  fraternity, 
ut  adding,  that  the  ihention  of 
inaffacres  had  only  proceeded  from 
fome  heated  individuals. 

The  city  of  Paris  in  the  mean 
time  continued  in  a  ftate  of  extreme 
agitation ;  and  on  the  27th  the 
inayor  wrote  to  the  convention,  that 
the  contending  parties  were  on  the 
point  of  proceeding  to  extremities. 
Marat  embraced  the  opportunity 
to  throw  the  blame  on  the  com- 
miflion  of  twelve,  who  he  infilled 
had  provoked  the  infurredtion  of 
the  people,  and  demanded  that  the 
Commiffion  fhould  be  diffolved  as 
the  only  means  of  preventing  a  ge¬ 
neral  infurredtion.  The  fedtion  of 
la  Cite  at  this  moment  appeared  at 
the  bar,  and  demanded  the  libera¬ 
tion  of  its  prefident  and  fecretary, 
who  had  been  arrefted  by  the  com- 
*793«  * 
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million  of  twelve  ♦  the  deputation  fur¬ 
ther  infilled  that  the  commiffion  . of 
twelve  fhould  be  carried  before  the 
revolutionary  tribunal*  A  moft  tu¬ 
multuous  debate  enfued,  in  which 
the  galleries  again  took  a  part ;  and. 
the  prefident  and  commiffion  of 
twelve  were  veheniently  threatened 
by  the  mountain  party  and  their  ad¬ 
herents  in  the  galleries. 

The  evening  fitting  was  fcarcely 
lefs  tumultuous  ;  but  the  conven* 
tiorl  underftanding  that  28  of  the 
fedtions  of  Paris  had  determined  to 
rife  and  infill  on  the  difmiffion  of 
the  commiffion  of  twelve,  at  length 
decreed  that  t his  obnoxious  comi 
miffion  fhould  be  diffolved,  and  that 
Hebert,  a  deputy  of  the  conven¬ 
tion,  who  had  been  imprifoned  by* 
their  authority,  fhould  be  fet  at  li¬ 
berty. 

The  difeuffion  was  refumed  on 
the  fucceeding  day,  and  it  was  at¬ 
tempted  to-  decide  by  the  appd 
nominal,  whether  the  commiffion 
fhould  be  diffolved  agreeably  to  the 
vote  of  the  preceding  night.  A 
fcene  of  unprecedented  confufion 
enfued  ;  ahd  the  prefident,  having  in 
vain  attempted  to  reftore  order,  re- 
figned  his  office.  A  hew  prefident 
was  then  ordered  to  be  chofen,  and 
the  Jacobin  (or  mountain)  party 
having  fucceeded  in  placing  in  the 
chair  one  of  their  oWn  adherents* 
the  diffolmion  of  the  commiffion 
was  again  decreed  by  a .  majority  of 
42  votes  ;  the  members  who  com- 
pofed  it  were  denounced,  and  the 
perfons  imprifoned  by  their  orders 
were  liberated.  The  fitting  con¬ 
cluded  by  a  conciliatory  fpeecji 
from  Barrere,  as  organ  of  the  com¬ 
mittee  of  public  fafety,  in  which 
he  reprefen  ted  in  lively  colours  the 
dangers  which  threatened  the  re¬ 
public  on  every  fide — recommend¬ 
ed  inftant  reinforcements  to  be  fent 
to  the  armies;  and  a  ypion  of 
thofe  parties  who  divided  the  na* 
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tional  convention  and  the  republic. 
By  the  advice  of  Barrere,  the  mem¬ 
bers  of  the  commiflion  in  the  fame 
fitting  gave  in  their  resignations. 

The  moderate  party  in  the  con¬ 
vention,  at  the  head  of  which  was 
Barrere,  now  endeavoured  to  di¬ 
vert  the  attention  of  the  public  from 
thefe  difaftrous  contefts  to  objefts 
of  real  utility  ;  and  fome  decrees 
refpe&ing  public  inllrudfion  were 
propofed  and  paffed  on  the  27th, 
as  well  as  a  plan  for  the  renovation 
of  the  military  force. 

Every  attempt  to  reftore  order 
and  tranquillity  was,  however,  in 
vain.  The  people  had  received  a 
deep  imprellion  that  the  public  fafe- 
ty  had  been  neglected  by  the  Gi¬ 
ronde  party,  and  they  fufpedted  no¬ 
thing  but  treachery  and  fraud. 
The  CQnftituted  authorities  of  Paris 
were  invited  to  affemble,  to  deli¬ 
berate  on  the  means  of  faving  the 
country ;  it  was  then  determined 
that  the  barriers  Should  be  Shut  ; 
and  the  council  general  publi filed  a 
proclamation  exhorting  the  citizens 
to  tranquillity. 

.  At  four  o’clock,  however,  on  the 
morning  of  the  31ft  the  tocfin  was 
founded,  the  generale  was  beaten, 
and  the  alarm  gun  was  fired.  The 
citizens  repaired  to  their  refpe&ive 
feftions,  and  a'  profound  Sentiment 
of  terror  pervaded  the"  whole  city. 
At  feven  o’clock  the  convention  af- 
fembled  ;  the  mayor  and  the  mini¬ 
ster  of  the  interior  were  cited  to  the 
bar.  The  former  declared  that  he 
had  given  the  necelfary  orders  to 
prevent  the  alarm  guns  being  fired  ; 
and  that  he  had  repaired  to  the 
committee  of  public  fafety  to  give 
an  account  of  the  State  of  Paris. 
He  had  afterwards  repaired  to  the 
permanent  council  general  of  the 
commune,  who  had  proceeded  to 
fufpend  the  members  of  the  muni¬ 
cipality  ;  but  who  were  afterwards 
reltored  to  their  functions. 


The  provisional  commune  at  it 
moment  appeared  at  the  bar;  tli 
announced  that,  having  been  charg 
to  difcover  a  great  confpiracv,  th 
were  come  to  fulfil  their  miffior 
they  then  were  proceeding  to  fta 
two  refolutions  they  had  forme, 
when  Guadet  rofe  to  oppofe  tl 
ufurpation  of  powers,  which  i 
faid  belonged  to  the  conventic 
alone.  He  propofed  to  annul  ;j 
that  had  been  done  during  the  nig 
by  the  revolutionary  committee 
and  to  bring  before  the  proper  til 
bunals  the  council  of  the  cor 
mune,  as  well  as  thofe  who  foun . 
ed  the  tocfin,  beat  the  generale,  ar 
fhut  up  the  barriers.  The  prop 
fal  of  Guadet  was  at  firil  decreec 
hut,  being  warmly  oppofed  1 
Thuriot  and  Lacroix,  the  decri 
was  afterwards  repealed. 

While  this  affair  was  in  agltatic 
a  deputation  from  the  revolutionar 
committees  appeared  at  the  bar,  ar; 
demanded — 


1.  The  fupprefiion  of  the  con 
million  of  twelve. 

2.  A 
culottes. 

3.  A  decree  of  accufation  agjiih.. 
twenty-two  deputies  and  the  men 
bersofthe  above-named  commillioi 

4.  A  diminution  of  the  price  c 
bread. 


revolutionary  army  of  fai 


f/  5.  The  difpatch  of  commifiioiiC’ 
to  the  fouthern  provinces/  there  t 
put  a  llop  to  the  counter-revolt 
tion.  And, 

6.  The  arreft  of  Claviefethem 
nifter  of  finance,  and  Le  Brun  th 
miniffer  of  foreign  affairs. 

The  department  of  Paris  hex 
appeared,  and  demanded  a  decree  c 
accufation  againll  Ifnard,  Briffot 
Guadet,  Vergniaud,Genfonri6,  Bar 
baroux,  Roland,  'Claviere,  Lebrun 
&c. 


The  mayor  of  Paris  was  after 
wards  called  to  the  bar,  and  de 
clared,  that  the  caufe  of  the  dil 
'  turbance. 
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turbances  was  the  condudt  of  the 
comraimon  of  twelve  ;  and  that  the 
conftituted  authorities,  far  from  rif- 
ing  againft  the  convention,  were 
endeavouring  to  quiet  the  people. 

The  morning  fitting  of  the  iff 
of  June  palled  without  any  thing 
extraordinary  being  tranfa&ed,  ex¬ 
cept  that  an  addrefs  from  the  con¬ 
vention  to  the  people,  propofed  by 
Barrere,  was  adopted  by  the  in¬ 
fluence  of  the  mountain  party  in 
preference  to  one  propofed  by  La- 
fource  ;kind  this  circmnflance  may 
be  confidered  as  the  fir  ft  mark  of 
the  former  deputy  having  relin- 
quifhed  the  party  of  the  Gironde. 

At  fix  o’clock  in  the  afternoon 
the  tocfin  again  founded,  and  the 
generale  was  beaten.  The  pre¬ 
tended  caufe  of  this  new  di  ft  urban  ce 
was,  that  the  convention  had  not  de¬ 
termined  on  the  petition  prefented 
by  the  department  of  Paris  on  the 
preceding  day.  As  foon  as  the 
convention  was  affembled,  a  depu¬ 
tation  from  the  department  appear¬ 
ed  at  the  bar,  and  demanded  im¬ 
mediate  attention  to  the  fubjedft  of 
their  petition,  and  that  the  de¬ 
puties  Duffaulx,  Ducos  and  Fon- 
frede  fhould  be  added  to  the  lift 
of  denounced  members.  The  fit¬ 
ting  concluded  by  paffing  a  decree 
on  the  motion  of  Barrere,  that 
“  the  committee  of  public  fafety 
fhould  prefent  within  three  days 
the  means  which  fhould  appear  heft 
calculated  to  deftroy*  the  enemies, 
both  external  and  internal,  of  the 
republic  ; ,  and  that  the  fame  com¬ 
mittee  fhould  make  a  report  imme¬ 
diately  refpe&ing  the  deputies  un¬ 
der  accufation.,, 

On  the  following  day  (2d  of 
June)  the  fauxbourgs  of  St.  An¬ 
toine  and  $t.  Marceau  were  again 
in  motion.  An  immenfe  crowd  fur- 
rounded  the  hall  of  the  convention, 
and  were  violent  in  their  demand 
that  a  decree  of  accufatiop  fhould 


be  puffed-.  Several  members  enter¬ 
ed,-  and  complained  that  they  had 
been  infulted  by  the  mob,  and  that 
their  deliberations  were  no  longer 
free.  A  deputation  was  then  fent- 
out  to  addrefs  the  people  ;  but  they 
were  fcarcely  able  to  obtain  a  hear-' 
ing,  and  were  only  anfwered  by  in- 
diftincf  clamours  for  a  decree  of  ac- 
cufation.  After. the  return  of  the 
deputation  a  tumultuous  debate  en-' 
fried.  The  acclamation  that  u  the  ‘ 
convention  was  no  longer  free  in  ita 
deliberations’ ’  refounded  through 
the  hall.  Barrere,  in  the  name  of 
the  committee  of  public  fafety,  pro¬ 
pofed  that  the  accufed  deputies 
fhould  refign  their  fundlions,  and 
that  there  fhould  be  an  entire 
change  of  miniftry.  With  this  re- 
quifition  feme  of  the  deputies  im¬ 
mediately  complied,  but  others 
refufed  to  abdicate  a  chara&er  with 
which  they  had  been  invefted  by 
the  choice  of  the  people.  Tafonrce 
demanded  that  the  armed  force 
fhould  be  ordered  to  withdraw ; 
and  Barrere  propofed  to  march  in  a 
body  out  of  the  hall  among  the  peo¬ 
ple.  Agreeably  to  this  propofal 
the  prefident  led  the  way,  and  the 
whole  convention  proceeded  with¬ 
out  moleffation  through  the  midft; 
of  the  crowd,  and  after  making  the 
circuit  of  the  Thuilleries  returned 
to  the  hall.  The  infurgents,  how¬ 
ever,  notwithftanding  this  falla¬ 
cious  moderation,  continued  firm 
to  their  purpofe,  and  the  affembly 
before  it  rofe  Was  obliged  to  pafs  a 
decree,  ordering  the  following  mem¬ 
bers  and  minifters  to  be  arrefted, 
viz.  Genfonne,  Vergniaud,  Brif- 
fot,  Guadet,  Gorfas,  Petion,  Sal¬ 
ks,  Camfion,  Ecrbaroux,  Buzot, 
Biroteau,  Rabaut,  Lafource,  Lan- 
iuinais,  Grangeneuve,  Lefage,  Lou- 
vet,  Valaze,  Doulcett,  Ducos,  Lan- 
thenas,  Duffaulx,  all  the  members 
of  the  committee  of  twelve  (Fon- 
frede  and  Saint- Martin  excepted), 
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and  the  mtniflers  Claviere  and  Le¬ 
brun.  On  the  requeft  of  Marat, 
and  feveral  other  deputies,  Ducos* 
DufTaulx,  and  Larithenas  were  af¬ 
terwards  excepted. 

Such  is  the  moft  perfect  narrative 
that  we  have  been  able  to  collect  of 
this  important  tranfa&ion,  which 
the  triumphant  party  has  dignified 
with  the  title  of  the  revolution  of 
the  3  rib  of  May.  The  deputies 
who  were  ordered  under  arreft, 
however,  publilhed  an  addrefs  to 
the  people  of  France,  in  which 
they  profefs  to  develop  the  caufes 
of  thefe  commotions.  Their  ac* 
count  differs  in  fome  refpefts  from 
the  preceding,  and  is  ts  follows  : 
“  A  law  had  been  enacted  which 
prefcribed  the  formation  of  com¬ 
mittees  in  the  different  fe&ions  of 
Paris,  deffined  to  vvatch  over  fo¬ 
reigners  and  fufpicious  people. 
This  law  was  eluded.  In  (lead  of 
thofe  committees,  others  were  form¬ 
ed  in  the  mofl  illegal  manner.  Thefe 
committees  created  a  central  com¬ 
mittee,  compofed  of  one  member 
from  the  committee  of  each  fectlon. 
This  central  committee,  after  fome 
private  deliberation,  fufpended  the 
conflituted  authorities,  and  affumed 
the  title  of  the  revolutionary  coun¬ 
cil  of  the  department  of  Paris,  and 
alfo  invefted  itfelf  with  a  dictato¬ 
rial  power.  An  extraordinary  com¬ 
mittee  had  been  formed  in  the  bo- 
fom  of  the  convention,  to  denounce 
the  illegal  and  arbitrary  a£ts  of  the 
conftituted  authorities,  and  to  caufe 
all  perfons  to  be  arrefted  whofhould 
•be  denounced  as  chiefs  of  confpi- 
racies.  On  the  27th  of  May  thefe 
■revolutionary  committees,  with  an 
armed  force,  demanded  the  ftip- 
preffion  of  the  committee  formed 
•by  the  convention.  This  requeft 
was  decreed,  but  on  the  next  day 
•it  was  deferred  till  the  committee 
fhould  have  made  their  report.  The 
revolutionary  council  of  Paris  re- 
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fufed  to  attend  the  report.  On  difi 
30th  of  May  they  intimated  to  the 
convention  their  order  to  fnpprefi 
the  extraordinary  committee.  A* 
mid  ft  armed  petitioners*  furround*' 
ed  by  cannon,  under  continual  in- 
fults  from  the  galleries,  fome  mem¬ 
bers  decreed  the  fupprelfion  of  it 
On  the  famous  3  ift  of  May  the  ge-i 
nerale  was  again  beaten,  the  toefm 
founded,  and  the  alarm-guns  fired. 
At  thefe  fignals  the  citizens  flew 
to  arms,  and  were  ordered  to  af 
femble  round  the  convention.  Some 
deputations  demanded  a  decree  of] 
accufation  againft  thirty-five  mem-' 
bers  of  the  convention.  The  af 
fembly  referred  this  to  the  com¬ 
mittee  of  public  fafety,  enjoining 
them  to  deliver  in  their  report 
within  three  days.  On  the  firft  o; 
June,  at  three  in  the  afternoon, 
the  revolutionary  council  of  Pariii 
marched  at  the  head  of  an  armed] 
force^  to  inveft  the  national  hall] 
At  night  they  appeared  at  the  bar.; 
and  demanded  a  decree  of  accufa¬ 
tion  againft  the  denounced  memi 
bers.  The  convention  palled  tc 
the  order  of  the  day,  and  ordered 
the  petitioners  to  exhibit  to  the 
committee  of  public  fafety  thd 
proofs  of  the  crimes  imputed  to  the 
accufed  members.  On  the  2d  oi 
June  the  revolutionary  council  de¬ 
manded,  for  the  laft  time,  the  de-i 
cree  of  accufation  againft  , the  ob* 
noxious  deputies.  The  alfemhl) 
palled  again  to  the  order  of  the 
day.  The  petitioners  now  gave  i 
fignal  to  the  fpeftators  to  leave  the 
hall  and  rtifli  to  arms*  About 
noon  the  generale  was  beaten,  the 
toefin  founded  }  more  than  a  hun¬ 
dred  catinon  furrounded  the  national: 
hall,  and  grates  were  formed,  tel 
heaft  red-hot  balls;  cannon  were 
pointed  towards  all  the  avenues ; 
the  gates  were  Ihut,  and  the  fen-! 
tries  ordered  to  Hop  all  the  members 
of  the  convention.  Many  of  the  de- 
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puttcs  were  infuked  by  the  fatej- 
iites  of  Marat.  The  battalions, 
which  feveral  days  before  fhonld 
have  marched  againft  the  royal  i  ft  s, 
fuddenly  arrived,  and  feized  on  the 
inner  polls  of  the  hall.  Affignats  and 
wine  were  diftributed  amongii  them. 
In  dhofty the  reprerentatives  were 
imprifoned  in  their  own  hall.  To 
avert  the  rage  of  the  people,  it  was 
ordered  that  the  committee  of  pub¬ 
lic  fafety  fhouldmake  their  report. 
Barrere  mounted  the  tribune,  apd 
propofed,  that'  the  denounced  mem¬ 
bers,  again  It  whom  no  proof  of  the 
imputed  crimes  h^d  been  produced, 
Ihould  be  invited  to  fufpend  thern- 
lelves  from  their  functions.  Some 
of  them  fubmitted  to  this  meafure. 
tyt  length  an  end  was  put  to  the 
fitting,  the  prefident  walked  out  of 
the  hall  at  the  head  of  the  conven¬ 
tion,  and  ordered  the  fentries  to 
withdraw. 

t  < 

■‘The  convention  reached  the 
middle  of  the  court  without  meet¬ 
ing  any  refiftance  ;  but  being  ar¬ 
rived  there?  the  commander  of  the 
irmed  force  ordered  them  to  re- 
:urn.  The  prefident  told  him,  the 
convention  was  not  to  be  dictated 
:o  ;  that  it  held  its  authority  inde¬ 
pendent  of  any  other  power  than 
:he  French  people,  and  that  they 
tlone  had  a  right  to  command  it. 
The  comipander,  Henriot,  drew 
iis  fword,  ranged  his  cavalry  in  or- 
ler  of  battle,  and  ordered  the  can- 
ioniers  to  point  their  cannon.  His 
bidiers  were  ready  to  fire — The 
ffefident  turned  back,  the  mem- 
)er$" followed  him,  and  attempted 
ivery  outlet  in  order  to  efcape,  but 
•Very  avenue  was  elofed  or  defend¬ 
'd  by  cannon.  At  length  the  a f- 
embly,  unable  to  retire,  refumed 
heir  fitting  ;  and  fome  deputies  de¬ 
reed,  that  the  obnoxious  members 
boiild  be  put  under  arreft  at  their 
'Wn  houfes.  On  the  propofai  of 
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Marat,  Couthon  demanded  that 
Valaze  and  Louvet  fhould  be  added 
to  that  number :  fome  members 
gave  their  confgnt;  for  the  great  er 
part  pf  them  did  not  take  any  {hare 
in  thofe  humiliating  deliberations. 
After  the  decree  was  figned,  a  de¬ 
putation  made  its  appearance,  tQ 
teftify  its  approbation  of  the  de¬ 
cree,  and  offered  an  equal  numbef 
of  citizens  as  hoftages  for  the  ar¬ 
retted  members.  ” 

After  thcfe  commotions  had  fub? 
fided,  the  firft  ftep  of  the  trium¬ 
phant  party  was  to  complete  the 
conftitution,  The  national  conr 
vention,  on  the  23d  of  June,  iffued 
a  declaration  of  the  rights  of  man, 
as  a  preface  to  their  r,ew  form  of 
government,  which  is  contained  in 
thirty-five  articles.  It  ftates,  that 
the  end  of  fociety  is  the  general 
happinefs :  the  rights  of  man  are 
equal  liberty,  fafety,  and  the  pro¬ 
tection  of  property— a  free  people 
know  no  other  motive  of  preference 
in  their  election  to  offices  than  vir¬ 
tue  and  talents— the  law  is  the 
protection  of  liberty,  andjuftice  its 
rule — all  perfons  have  a  right  to 
affemble  peaceably  for  public  wor¬ 
kup,  without  any  prohibition  from, 
particular  fedts.— The  law  does  not 
acknowledge  fervitufie  or  jflavery  ; 
the  contract  between  matter  and 
fervant  is  only  an  engagement  of 
attention  and  gratitude,  between 
the  man  who  labours  and  the  man 
who  employs  him.  Every  one  has 
a  right  to  difpofe  of  his  property, 
revenues,  labour,  and  induftry,  ac¬ 
cording  to  his  pleafnfe.  Society  is 
obliged  to  provide  for  ..the  fubfift- 
ence  of  the  unfortunate,  either  by 
procuring  them  work,  or  maintain¬ 
ing.  thofe  who  are  unable  to  labour. 
The  concluding  article  ftates,  that 
when  the  government  violates  the 
rights  of  the  people,  infurredlion 
becomes  ^he  duty  of  the  people. 

N  3  Atfof 
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A  few  days  after  the  publica¬ 
tion  of  this  declaration,  the  aftem- 
bly  announced  the  completion  of 
the  new  conftitution  of  France, 
■which  had  been  difcuffed  article  by 
article,  and  paffed  as  the  conftitu- 
tional  adf,  within  the  fpace  of  a 
fortnight.  It  is  introduced  by  the 
following  fentence — “  The  French 
republic  honours  loyalty,  courage, 
age,  filial  piety,  and  misfortune. 
It  puts  the  depofit  of  its  conftitu¬ 
tion  under  the  guard  of  all  the  vir¬ 
tues.”  It  con  lifts  of  one  hundred 
and  twenty-four  articles,,  arranged 
under  general  heads,  of  which  the 
following  are  the  moft  important : 

The  rights  of  a  citizen  are  ac¬ 
quired,  as.  to  natives,  by  birth  ; 
foreigners  acquire  them  by  marry¬ 
ing  a  French  woman,  by  being 
domiciliated  in  France  for  one  year, 
by  maintaining  an  aged  perfon,  or 
adopting  a  child. 

The  fovereignty  of  the  people  is 
next  proclaimed. 

The  primary  affemblies  are  com- 
pofed  of  two  hundred  citizens  at 
the  leaft,  and  fix  hundred  at  the 
moft,  of  thofe  who  have  been  inha¬ 
bitants  for  fix  months  in  each  can¬ 
ton.  The  elections  are  made  by 
hallot  or  open  vote,  at  the  option 
of  each  voter.  The  fuffrages  upon 
laws  are  given  by  yes  or  no. 

Of  the  national  reprefentation 
the  population  is  the  foie  bafts. 
There  is  one  deputy  for  every  forty 
thousand  individuals.  Each  re¬ 
union  of  primary  affemblies  refult- 
ing  from  a  population  of  from  thir¬ 
ty-nine  thoufand  to  forty-one  thou¬ 
sand  fouls, .  nominates  diredtly  one 
deputy.  The  French  nation  affem- 
■ble  every  year  on  the  firft  of  May, 
for  the  eledlion.  The  primary  af¬ 
femblies  are  formed  upon  extraor¬ 
dinary  occafions,  on  the  demand  of 
a  fifth  from  the  cit.zens  who  have  a 
right  to  vote  in  them  ;  but  the  ex¬ 
traordinary  affemblies  only  delibe¬ 


rate  when  more  than  the  half  qf  th? 
citizens  are  prefent. 

Eledloral  affemblies  are  formed1 
by  the  citizens  united  in  primary  af 
femblies,  who  name  one  elector  foi 
every  two  hundred  citizens,  and  it 
proportion. 

The  leg  illative  body  holds  its  feb: 
fion  for  a  year,  and  its  firft  meet¬ 
ing  is  the  firft  of  July.  Its  mem? 
bers  cannot  be  tried  for  the  opinion! 

they  have  delivered  in  the  nations 

* 

affembly. 

The  functions  of  the  legifiative 
body  are  to  propofe  laws  and  pah; 
decrees,  fuperintend  public  inftruc- 
tion,  the  national  domain,  and 
make  the  declarations  of  war  ;  to 
provide  for  the  defence  of  the  ter¬ 
ritory,  and  ratify  treaties. 

The  formation  of  the  lavv  is  as 
follows  :  The  plan  of  a  hvy  is  pre¬ 
ceded  by  a  report  ;  and  the  difeuf- 
fion  of  it  cannot  take  place  till  fif¬ 
teen  days  after  the  report  is  made. 
The  plan  is  printed,  and  fent  to  all 
the  communes  of  the  republic,  un¬ 
der  this  title,  44  Law  propofed.” 
Forty  days  after,  the  law  propofed 
is  fent  to  the  departments  ;  if  in 
more  than  half  of  the  departments 
the  tenth  of  the  primary  affemblies 
of  each  have  not  objected  to  it,  the 
plan  is  accepted,  and  becomes  a 
law.  ’  ' 

The  executive council  iscompofed 
of  twenty-four  members,  for  which 
the  electoral  affembly  of  each  de¬ 
partment  nominates  one  candidate. 
The  legiflative  body  choofe  the 
members  of  the  council  from  the 
general  lift.  One  half  of  it  is  re¬ 
newed  by  each  legifiature,  in  the 
laft  month  of  the  feffion.  It  nomi¬ 
nates,  not  of  its  own  body,  the 
agents  in  chief  of  the  general  ad- 
miniftration  of  the  republic.  The 
legiffative  body  determines  the 
number  and  the  functions  of  theft 
agents.  .. 

Civil  juftiee  is  adminiftered  by 

jufticei 
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pifK'c'es  of  the  peace  eledjted  by  the 
citizens,  in  circuits  determined  by 
the  law.  They  conciliate  and  judge 
without  expence— Their  number 
and  their  competence  are  determin¬ 
able  by  the  legislature.  The  juf- 
tices  of  the  peace  are  eledted  every 
year. 

In  criminal  cafes  no  individual 
can  betried,  but.  on  an  examination 
received  by  a  jury,  or  decreed  by 
the  legislative  body.  The  fadt  and 
the  intention  are  declared  by  a  jury 
of  judgment.  The  punishment  is 
applied  by  a  criminal  tribunal.  The 
criminal  judges  are  eledted  yearly 
by  the  electoral  affemblies. 

The  general  force  of  the  repub- 
ic  is  compofed  of  the  whole  people. 
Adi  the  French  are  foldiers ;  they 
are  all  exercifed  in  the  ufe  of  arms. 
No  armed  body  can  deliberate. 
Fhe  public  force,  employed  againft 
enemiep  from  without,  adts  under 
the  orders  of  the  executive  council. 

National  conventions  may  be  ap- 
>ointed  on  extraordinary  occafions. 
.f,  in  a  majority  of  the  depart¬ 
ments,  the  tenth  of  the  primary 
affemblies  of  each,  regularly  form¬ 
ed,  demands  the  revifion  of  the 
conflitutional  adt,  the  legislative 
body  is  bound  to  convoke  all  the 
primary  affemblies  of  the  republic, 
:o  know  if  there  be  ground  for  a 
optional  convention.  The  nation¬ 
al  convention  is  formed  in  the  fame 
manner  as  the  legislatures,  and 
mites  in  itfelf  their  power. 

1  Under  the  title  of  the  corre- 
fpondence  of  the  French  republic 
with  foreign  nations,  we  land  the 
French  people  is  the  friend  and  na¬ 
tural  ally  of  every  free  people.  It 
does  not  interfere  in  the  govern¬ 
ment  of  other  nations.  It  does  not 
uffer  other  nations  to  interfere  in 
:he  government  of  its  own.  It  gives 
iii  afylum  to  foreigners  bahifh- 
ed-  from  their  country  for  the 
?aufe  of  liberty.  -  It  does  not  make 
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peace  with  an  enemy  that  occupies 
its  territory. 

We  may  obferve  with  Condor- 
cet,  that  the  firft  objedtion  which 
naturally  arifes  to  this  constitution, 
is  the  hafte  in  which  it  has  been 
formed.  To  this  objedtion  it  is  an- 
fvvered — that  though  the  certainty 
that  man  can  never  reach  entire 
perfection  in  any  thing  that  he  un¬ 
dertakes,  implies  that  the  more  care 
and  deliberation  he  employs,  the 
more  likely  he  is  to  approach  this 
delired  point ;  yet  respecting  this 
new  constitution,  it  muff:  be  re¬ 
membered,  that  for  fome  time  a 
feries  of  writers,  whofe  works  all 
Europe  has  admired,  had  prepared 
the  way  for  the  legislators  of 
France;  and  that  for  four  years 
they  have  more  or  lefs  diredtly  dif- 
cuffed  and  laid  the  bafis  on  which 
the  conftitution  now  fubmitted  to 
the  French  was  eredted.  In  fine,  if 
the  work  be  good,  every  moment 
that  was  faved  will  entitle  the  legis¬ 
lators  fo  much  the  more  to  the  ef- 
teem  of  the  public. 

Some  objections  of  more  eflential 
importance  feem  to  Strike  us  in  an 
impartial  review  of  this  plan  of  go¬ 
vernment.  Difmiffing  entirely  for 
the  prefen t  all  predilection  for  mo¬ 
narchy,  the  point  to  be  considered 
is,  how  far  it  is  likely  to  anfvver 
the  end  of  a  republican  fyftem.  In 
this  view,  we  do  not  fee  upon  what 
grounds  the  excellent  mode  of  eledt- 
ing  the  legislature,  through  the 
medium  of  electoral  affemblies,  was 
laid  alkie. — -Mr.  Burke’s  objedtions 
to  this  fyftem  were  not  likely  to  be 
recommended  by  his  authority  to 
the  French  ;  and  Surely  no  plan 
could  be  better  devifed  for  the  pre¬ 
vention  of  intrigue,  venality,  con- 
fufion  and  tumult,  than  this  ar 
rangement.  Again,  as  the  iegif- 
1  alive  body  is  to  be  formed  on  the 
bafis  of  population,  it  ought  to  be 
Specified  how  and  when  that  pro- 
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portion  fliould  be  ascertained  ;  but 
wp  apprehend  that  a  ftill  Simpler 
inode  would  have  been,  to  proceed 
in  the  ele&ions  according  to  dif- 
tridts,  taking  for  a  guide,  as  to  the 
number  of  reprefeptatives,  the  pre- 
fent  population  ;  and  allowing  fu¬ 
ture  legiflatures  to  alter  the  num¬ 
ber  upon  certain  principles,  in  pro¬ 
portion  as  the  population  might  be 
found  to  vary. 

The  elections  are  too  frequent  ; 
pnd,  however  vifionary  politicians 
may  flatter  themfelves,  nothing  is 
more  likely  to  eftablifh  an  arifto- 
cratical  intereft  in  republican  go¬ 
vernments  than  frequent  elections. 
The  choice  of  representatives'  then, 
from  the  frequent  occurrence  of 
the  cifcumftance,  becomes  a  mere 
matter  of  courfe  ;  ele&ion  dwindles 
to  a  kind  of  conge  d’elire,  and  the 
appointment  in  time  becomes  here* 
ditary. 

i  The  referring  of  every  law  for 
confirmation  to  the  primary  affem- 
blies  is  a  prepofterous  meafure. 
The  tacit  confent  of  the  people  is 
given  to  every  law  againft  which 
they  do  not  exprefsly  proteft :  for 
We  think  the  people  at  large  have  a 
light  in  every  government  to  pra¬ 
ted:  againft  a  law  which  they  find 
grievous  and  oppreffive.  But  to 
refer  it  diredtly  to  them  for  cftfcuf- 
fion  is  furely  an  abfurdity. 

The  appointment  of  the  execu¬ 
tive  power  is  the  great  difficulty  in 
all  democratical  fyftcms.  The  mode 
adopted  by  the  French  appears  too 
complex^—  It  has  however  one  ex¬ 
cellence,  viz.  that  minifters  can¬ 
not  now,  as  by  the  firft  conftitu- 
tion,  be  removed  on  the  harangue 
of  feme  demagogue  in  the  aflem* 
bly ;  and  they  will  therefore  be 
able  to  act  with  mpre  energy  in 
their  general  departments.  j  'On 
the  whole,  however,  notwithftand- 
ipg  thefe  defeats,  we  .think  tliis 
couftitution  greatly  preferable  to 
.  2  .  I  :'.-V 


that  mafs  of  metaphyfica!  abfurdfi 
ties,  which  pvas  p relented  to  the 
convention  by  Condorcet,  under 
the  name  of  a  conftitution.  ' 

Motwithftanding  the  promptitude 
of  the  convention  in  Satisfying  the 
wifhes  of  the  people  with  refpedt  tb 
a  conftitution,  ftill  the  revolution' 
of  the  3 1  ft  of  May  appeared  only 
to  add  to  the  diftta&ions  which  at 
this  fatal  period  aftiidted  the  Frencft 
republic,  and  feemed  to  proftratc 
the  genius  of  the  country  at  the 
feet  of  its  enemies.  ;  /• 

Immediately  on.  the  decree  of  ac« 
cufation  being  paffied,  the  conteft 
between  the  two  parties  became 
general  throughout  the  depart* 
ments.  Briffot,  and  fome  other  of 
the  deputies  who  had  been  decreed 
uiider  arreft,  efcaped  to  the  coutf* 
try,  where  •  they  endeavoured  fq 
kindle  the  flames  of '  civil  war.-^ 
They  were  not,  however,  in  gene¬ 
ral  fuccefsful.  Commiffioners  from 
the  oppofite  party  were  difpatche'd 
to  the  departments  molt : of  the 
fugitive  deputies  werO  captured  ; 
and  fuch  Was  the  adlftvity  of  the 
mountain,  that  congratulatory  ad* 
drefles  were  procured  even  from  the 
mod  diilant  parts  of  the  Country V 
Tfte  Southern  departments  only 
remained  attached  tbf  the  fallep 
party.  The  city  of  Lyons :  ip  par^> 
ticular  had,  from  the  commences 
ment  of  the  revolution,  manifefted 
a  zeal  for  monarchy  and  arifto- 
cracy  ;  and  on  the  execution  of  the 
king  an  infurredfion  had  nearly 
taken  place,  the  revolution  of  the 
3 1  ft  of  May  was,  therefore,  no 
iooner  announced  in  that  city,  than 
appearances  were  renewed  of  con¬ 
firmed  difeonteqt.  The  oppofition 
to  the  convention  was  fomented  by 
Biroteau,  one  of  the  deputies  who 
had  efcaped  ;  and  in  the  beginning 
of  July  a  congrefs  of;  the  depart's 
ment  was  convoked  at  Lyons,  ift 
which  it  -  was  refolved  to  march  a 
.  •  •  •  confifterable 
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temficjerable  force  for  the  reduction 
of  Paris,  the  mountain  party  was 
declared  to  be  outlawed,  and  the 
provisoes  deftined  for  the  armies 
were  intercepted.  The  ’cities  of 
Idarfeilles  apd  Tdulon  followed  the 
example  of  Lyons,  and  entered  into 
■that  Famous  confederacy  for  dif- 
fblving  the  convention,  which  has 
finite  been  diftingUifhed  by  the 
iiame  of  fosdefalifm.  The  whole 
department1  of  La  Gironde  alfo, 
Whofe  deputies,  Yergniaud'  Gen- 
fonn§,  Qrangeneuve,  Jonfrede,  and 
Guadet,  might  be  confidered  as 
leaders  of  the  extruded  party,  en¬ 
tered  warrply  into  the  difpute  :  and 
that  of  Calvados  broke  but  into 
open  revolt.  On  this.  12th  of  July 
the  MarfeiHoisitTued  a  manifefto  to 
the  French  nation,  in  which  they 
declare  that  the  prefent  fituation  of 
f’aris  is  equivalent  to  a  declaration 
of  war  againft  the  whole  republic  ; 
they  denounce  Philip  Lgalite  as 
the  capfe  of  all  the  evils  that  had 
affli&ed  arid  divided  France,  and 
Cxhoft  the  people  to  join  their 
fiandard,  and  afhft  in  reducing  the 
fadttoh,  which,  they’ afferted,  had 
tifurped  the  powers  of  the  republic. 
The  Lyoriefe  were  more  cautious 
than  the  Marfeillois ;  and  while 
they  were  levying'  krodps  and  pre¬ 
paying  for  a  vigorous  defence,  they 
were  Hill  vehement  in  their  pro- 
feffions  of  fubmiffion  to  the' conven¬ 
tion,  and  in  favour  of  the  indivifi- 
bilityof  the  French  republic. 

:  On  the  8th  of  July  the  commit¬ 
tee  of ;  public  fafety  produced  its 
import  concerning  the  it'nprifoned 
tnembers  of  the  convention.  It 
charged  Bri dot,  Petion,  and  fome 
Others,  with  having  been  the  con- 
ftant  favourers  of  royalty.  It  al¬ 
leged  that  they  prepared  the  throne, 
fame  for  the  fan  of  Louis  Capet, 
and  others  for  the  duke  of  York  *. 
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Petion,  it  was  faid,  fignqd  the  or¬ 
der  on  the  loth  of  Auguft  to  firq 
on  the  people  from  the  Thuilleries. 
Manuel  was  accufed  of  propofing 
the  honours  of  royalty  to  be  con¬ 
ceded  to  the  prefident  of  the  con¬ 
vention  ;  and  Roland,  in' general 
terms,  with  perfecting  the  repub¬ 
licans. 

The  mountain  party,  in  this  in- 
drument,  contrived  to.  recriminate, 
and  call  at  leaft  a  confiderable  part 
of  the  odium  of  the  maffacres  of 
the  2d  of  September  upon  their 
adverfaries.  Manuel  and  Petion^ 
it  was  faid,  both  of  them  in  magif-' 
terial  capacities,  had  been  often 
urged  td  put  a  flop  to  thefe  mafia- 
Crees,  but  refufed,  and  manifefted 
apprehenfions  left  ' they  fhould  ex.~ 
pofe  their  popularity  ;  while  Briffot 
was  accufed  of  having  alked,  in  his 
gloomy  curiqfity,  if  the  blood  of 
his  enemy,  Mo.rande,  had  not  beei^ 
filed.  •  '  "  ’  ' 

It  was  further  urged,  that  the 
Prufiian  general,  Kalkreuth,  at  the 
period  of  the  evacuation  of  Cham¬ 
pagne,  made  propofals  of  peace  tq 
general  K  ellermann  ;  that  the  latter 
tranfmitted  thefe  propofals  to  the 
diplomatic  committee,  'and  the 
council ;  but  the  imprifoned  mem¬ 
bers  were  then  at  the  head  of  af¬ 
fairs,  the  letters  of  Kellermann  were 
buried  in  oblivion,  and  thus  an  op  ¬ 
portunity  was  loft  of  relieving  the 
republic  from' one  of  its  molt  pow¬ 
erful  enemies. 

Their  connexion  with  Dumou- 
riez  was  not  forgotten ,  and  Buzot’s 
propofal  for  the  hanifhment  of  the 
Bourbons  was  afferted  to  be  a  con¬ 
trivance  for  placing  them,  and  par¬ 
ticularly  the  Orleans  branch,  out 
of  the  reach  of  danger.  Voladi 
was  accufed  of  being  the  author  of 
a  bill  which  was  polled  up,  exhort¬ 
ing  the  citizens  to  expel  the  clubs 


*  Previous  to  the  revolution  of  the  10th  of  Auguft,  1792.,  C 
Jacobin  club  to  after  the  crown  ef  France  to.  the  duke  o(  York 
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of  the  fe&ions.  The  whole  faftion 
was  charged  with  exciting  rebellion 
and  feederalifm  at  Bourdeaux,  Mar- 
feilles,  Lyons,  the  North,  and  Cor- 
fica  ;  and  with  eftabliffiing  a  new 
fpecies  of  tyranny  under  the  com¬ 
bi  jffion  of  twelve,  who  had  even 
proceeded  to  imprifon  Hebert,  a 
man  invefted  by  the  people  with 
ihigh  magifterial  authority. 

On  thefe  charges  the  convention' 
declared  Buzot,  Barbaroux,  Gor- 
fas,  Lanjuinais,  and  all  who  fled 
from  the  decree  of  arreft,  traitors 
to  their  country  ;  and  alio  that 
there  was  ground  of  accufation  not 
only  againft  the  deputies  above- 
mentioned,  but  againfl  Genfonne, 
Guadet,  Vergniaud,  and  Biroteau, 
?s  accomplices  in  thefe  confpiracies. 

The  fpirit  of  party  had  now  ar¬ 
rived  at  the  moll  pernicious  and 
deplorable  excefs,  when  the  conduct 
of  the  people  is  no  longer  the  re- 
fult  of  reafon  and  deliberation,  but 
of  a  wild  enthufiafm  which  borders 
upon  phrenfy.  The  fufceptible 
minds  of  women  have  ever  been 
moll  obnoxious  to  thefe  impref- 
fions,  and  they  have  ever  been  moft 
violent  in  their  attachment  to  party, 
in  oppolition  to  cool  reafon,  and 
even  in  contempt  of  their  perfonal 
fafety.  A  flrong  example  of  this 
■ivas  exhibited  about  the  period  of 
which  we  are  treating.  An  enthu- 
fiaftic  female,  of  the  name  of  Char¬ 
lotte  Corde,  in  the  beginning  of 
July,  proceeded  from  Caen  in  Nor¬ 
mandy,  in  the  department  of  Cal¬ 
vados,  to  devote  her  life  to  what  fhe 
conlidered  as  the  caufe  of  liberty 
and  of  her  country.  It  appeared, 
that  flte  had  been  in  habits  of  con¬ 
fidence  with  the  fugitive  deputies, 
and  that  fhe  had  brought  letters  of 
recommendation  from  Barbaroux 
to  Duperret,  Fauchet,  and  others 
of  the  adherents  of  the  Gironde 
party.  Inflamed,  probably,  by  their 
declamations,  fhe  concerted  the 


daring  project  of  delivering  her* 
country  from  thofe  whom  fhe  con- 
lidered  as  its  enemies  and  its  ty¬ 
rants.  Among  tile  mountain  party 
none  had  been  more  forward,  or 
rendered  themfelves  more  obnoxi¬ 
ous,  than  Marat.  On  the  1 2th  of 
July,  therefore,  fhe  wrote  to  entreat 
an  interview  with  that  deputy,  pre¬ 
tending  that  (lie  had  fomething  to 
communicate  of  high  importance 
to  the  flate. — As  file  did  not  how-  1 
ever  receive  an  immediate  anfwer, 
llie  addreffed  a  fecond  billet — • 

“  Have  you  received  my  letter  ? 
If  you  have  received  it,  I  red  on  . 
your  politenefs.  It  is  enough  that 
I  am  unfortunate  to  claim  your  at¬ 
tention.'0  On  the  evening  of  the 
13th  file  waited  upon  him  again  ; 
and  being  admitted,  fhe  entered 
into  converfation  with  him  concern¬ 
ing  the  confpiracy  which  exifled  at 
Caen,  and  the  confpirators  (Bar¬ 
baroux,  See.)  who  had  fled  thither. 
Marat  anfwered,  that  the  traitors' 
would  foon  be  difeovered,  and 

•  I 

would  one  day  Iofe  their  heads  on 
a  fcafiold.  He  had  fcarcely  uttered 
thefe  words,  when,  fifed  with  the 
expreffion,  or  obferving  a  favourable 
opportunity,  file  plunged  a  dagger 
in  his  bread.  She  walked  calmly 
out  of  the  houfe  ;  and  when  arreft- 
ed,  and  informed  that  file  would  be 
brought  to  judice,  fhedooked  at  the 
officers  with  a  futile  of  contemptu¬ 
ous  mockery.  She  had  called  in 
the  morning  at  Legendre's  houfe, 
but  he  refufed  to  fee  her*  She 
faid  file  could  not  be  guilty  of  two 
murders,  and  it  was  neceffary  to 
begin  with  Marat. 

This  heroic  though  miftaken 
female  was  brought  almofl  imme¬ 
diately  before  the  revolutionary  tri¬ 
bunal,  and  fuffered  on  the  fcafiold 
with  Roman  firmnefs ;  Duperret 
and  Fauchet  were  put  under  arreft. 

The  remains* of  Marat  were,  in 
the  mean  time,  interred  with  much 

pomp, 
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potap,  and  the  whole  convention 
attended  his  funeral.  Of  his  cha¬ 
racter,  at  this  period,  it  is  difficult 
to  form  a  juft  eftimate.  By  his  own 
party,  he  is  extolled  as  the  martyr 
of  liberty  and  patriotifm,  as  the 
Heady  and  difmterefted  friend  of  the 
people ;  while,  by  his  adverfaries, 
almoft  every  injurious  epithet  has 
been  heaped  upon  his  memory.  By 
the  latter  he  is  reprefented  as  felf- 
ifh,  corrupt,  ambitious,  cruel  and 
ferpciops  in  the  extreme.  That 
neither  of  thefe  ftatejments  is  cor¬ 
ded  maybe  eaftly  conceived.  What¬ 
ever  might  be  the  ambition  of  Ma¬ 
rat,  there  is  ample* reafon  to  con¬ 
clude,  that  avarice  was  not  among 
his  vice?,  ftnce  he  is  univerfajly  be¬ 
lieved  to  have  died  poor,  and  con- 
fequently  the  charge  of  corruption 
appears  to  be  unrounded.  If  this  is 
the  cafe,  Marat  will  appear  in  the 
character  of  an  enthufiaft ;  and 
from  the  inftances  which  in  this 
work  we  have  had  to  record,  it 
will  probably  be  no  unfair  conclu- 
|ion  to  fay,  that  his  enthuftafm  ap¬ 
proached  to  infanity. 

With  refpeCt  to  his  talents,  Ma¬ 
rat  feems  to  have  been  rather  a 
man  of  aCtivity  than  of  genius  ;  ra¬ 
ther  quick  than  profound,  and  pof- 
feffing  more  penetration  than  judg¬ 
ment. 

In  the  whole  of  the  difaftrous 
conflicts,  which  hive  divided  France 
fmee  ther  evolution,  too  little  re¬ 
gard  has  been  paid  to  human  life  ; 
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and  the  fofter  virtues  have  been  to¬ 
tally  uncultivated.  We  have  often 
remarked  it,  that  to  rejeCt  religion, 
is  too  commonly  to  throw  oft  hu¬ 
manity,  The  gentle  and  amiable 
affeCtions  are  admirably  cherifhed 
and  improved  in  the  heart  by  pure 
chriftianity  $  and  there  is  reafon  to 
think,  that  had  the  leading  patriots 
of  France  been  chriftians,  their 
egufe  would  have  been  lefs  fullied 
with  human  blood.  Marat  was 
among  the  molt  lavage  and  inexor¬ 
able  of  them ;  and  whatever  his 
pretenfions  to  republican  virtue,  it. 
is  impoffibie  to  refpeCt  the  memory 
of  a  man  who  appears  in  fo  many 
inftances  to  have  been  callous  to 
the  dictates  of  humanity. 

The  aftaffination  qf  Marat,  and. 
the  rebellion  in  the  department  of 
Calvados  and  in  the  South,  gave 
occafion  to  frefh  accufations  againfi 
the  Gironde  party.  On  the  15th 
of  July,  therefore,  Billaud  Vaten- 
nes  ftated  a  number  of  new  fads 
relative  to  the  imprifoneddeputies. 
Among  thefe,  Petion  was  charged 
with  having  been  the  principal  en¬ 
gine  of  the  Orleans  fadion  ;  and 
BriiTot  with  having  been  privy  to 
the  traitorous  projeCts  of  Dumou- 
riez.  Lanjuinais  was  accufed  of 
having  correlponded  with  the  emi¬ 
grants  ;  and  all  of  them  were  fuct 
cefiively  charged  with  having  fa¬ 
voured  the  revolt  in  the  department 
of  Finifterre,  at  Here,  Lyons,  Eure, 
and  Calvados. 
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gP  French  revolution,  no  part  of  the 
territories  of  the  republic  had  differed 
equally  with  the  Weil  India  iflands 
from  the  fpirit  of  infurreftion  ;  but 
the  accounts  have  in  general  been  fo 
obfeure  and  confufed,  from  the  mif 
yeprefentations  of  the  contending 
fa&ions,  that  it  has  been  a  talk  of 
no  finall  difficulty  to  prefent  to  our 
readers  any  thing  like  a  clear  de¬ 
tail.  As  far  as  we  have  been  able 
to  collect,  the  ifland  of  Martinico, 
at  the  commencement  of  the  year 
1793,  Hill  continued  in  an  unquiet 
and  divided  hate.  The  majority  of 
the  white  inhabitants  were  deter¬ 
mined  royalifts,  while  the  negroes 
and  people  of  colour  were  furious 
republicans.  To  the  bland  of  St. 
Domingo  two  commiffioners  were 
difpatched,  while  the  Gironde  par¬ 
ty  was  in  power,  for  the  purpofe  of 
reftoring  peace  and  tranquillity. 
But  thete  commiffioners,  Polverel 
and  Santhonax,  have  rather  appear¬ 
ed  in  the  character  of  apofllts  of 
difeord  than  of  peace  :  they  feem 
to  have  united  with  the  people  of 
•Colour,  and  a  feries  of  affaffinations, 
pillage,  and  arbitrary  imprifonment 
have  compelled  the  majority  of  the 
yvhite  colonilis  to  take  (belter  in 
America,  or  in  the  .Englilh  Well 
India  iflands.  It  is  with  pain  we 
add,  that  numbers  of  thefe  wretch¬ 
ed  exiles,  in  flying  from  the  tyran¬ 
ny  of  their  own  countrymen,  have 
been  intercepted  and  plundered  by 
the  Britifh  privateers.  Polverel  and 


decree  of  the  convention  on  the 
1 6th  of  July. 

The  ifland  of  Tobago  was  taken 
by  a  Britifh  fquadron  under  the  J 
command  of  iir  John  Eaforey, 
about  the  beginning  of  April;  and, 
Encouraged  by  the  difputes  which 
exifled  between  the  royalifls  and 
republicans  in  Martinico,  admiral 
Gardner  attempted  a  defeent  upon 
that  ifland  alfo,  and  landed  there 
with  about  three  thoufand  men. 
The  attempt,  however,  proved  fata| 
only  to  the  royalifls,  as  he  found, 
on  his  arrival,  the  republican  party 
too  ftrong,  and  was  obliged  to  re-$  1 
embark  his  troops,  even  before  he 
could  convey  away  from  certain  d.e- 
flruflion  the  whole  of  the  devote^ 
party  who  had  probably  invited 
him  to  undertake  the  expedition. 

In  Europe  the  allied  powers, 
were  chiefly  employed,  during  the 
remainder  of  the  campaign,  in  the 
blockade  of  Condg,  Valenciennes^ 
and  Mentz. 

The  town  of  Conde  was  in  veiled  % 
as  we  have  already  l'een,  early  in 
the  month  of  April  by  a  large  body 
of  the  allied  forces,  and  the  works 
were  completed  by  the  27th.  .  The 
town  was,  however,  .  not  pro¬ 
vided  with  a  Efficient  quantity  o£ 
proviflons  to  fuiiain  a  long  liege: 
the  governor  (general  Chancel*) 
therefore,  about  this  period,  or¬ 
dered  the  women  and  children  ,to 
quit  the  place  ;  but  the  prince  of 
YVirtemberg  compelled  them  again 
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to  take  refuge  in  the  fort  refs.  In 
a  few  days  after  this  unfuccefsful 
attempt,  the  governor  lent  them 
tout  a  fecond  time ;  but  the  Auf- 
trians,  after  killing  many  of  thefe 
defencelefs  creatures  even  in  the  act 
of  fupplicating  for  mercy,  forced 
the  governor,  from  motives  of  hu¬ 
manity,  once  more  to  receive  them. 
From  this  period  the  garrifon  ap¬ 
pear  to  have  exifted  in  a  ftate  of 
extreme  diftrefs  (having  been  com¬ 
pelled  to  fubfi  ft  chiefly  upon  horfe- 
flelh),  till  the  latter  end  of  Julie, 
when  they  attempted  to  eftablifli  a 
redoubt  upon  the  road  from  Cond6 
to  Lacoque,  in  order  to  diflodge 
the  Auftriansfrom  the  latter  place. 
After  an  obftinate  reliftance,  they 
were  however  forced  back  into  the 
town,  and  the  work  was  demolifhed. 
From  this  to  thri  ift  of  July,  no¬ 
thing  of  importance  occurred.  On 
that  day  a  negotiation  was  opened 
fora  capitulation;  but  the  governor 
conceived  it  neceflary  to  diipatch  a 
meflenger  to  the  convention,  and 
another  to  general  Cuftine,  who 
"at  this  time  had  aftumed  the  com¬ 
mand  of  the  northern  army  ;  but 
the  terms  riot  proving  acceptable, 
the  negotiation  was  broken  off. 
On  the  loth  of  July  the  garrifon, 
after  enduring  all  the  rigours  of  fa¬ 
mine,  were  obliged  to  fdrrender  as 
ptifoners  of  war.  They  had  ori¬ 
ginally  amounted  to  4000  men,  but 
at  the  time  of  the  capture  were  re¬ 
duced  to  l  500  fit  for  fervice. 

The  victory  of  Famars  enabled 
the  allied  forces  to  inveft  clofely  the 
town  of  Valenciennes.  On  a  fum- 
Rions  being  fent  to  general  Fer- 
irand,  the  governor,  he  returned  a 
polite  but  fpftited  anfwer ;  and 
from  the  firft  commencement  of 
the  works,  the  befiegers  experienced 
a  heavy  fire  from  the  garrifon.  On 
the  ift  of  June  general  Cuftine  ar¬ 
rived  to  take  the  command  of  the 
armies  of  the  North  and  the  Ar¬ 


dennes,  then  encamped  at  Bou- 
chain  but  he  found  himfelf  una¬ 
ble  to  render  any  effectual  relief  to 
Valenciennes.  Above  14,000  men 
of  the  befieging  army  were  em¬ 
ployed,  for  the  greater  part  of  the 
flege,  in  erefting  works  and  repair¬ 
ing  the  batteries.  During  the  be¬ 
ginning  of  June'  a  very  briik  fire 
was  kept  lip  from  tile  fortrefs  ;  and 
on  the  5  th  the  French  attacked  the 
advanced  pofts,  but  were  riepulfed* 

In  the  coiude  of  the  fie^e  a  di£« 
ference  of  opinion  exifted  between 
the  Englifh  engineer,  colonel  Mon- 
cnef,  arid  M.  Ferraris,  the  chief  en¬ 
gineer  of  the  emperor.  The  Bri- 
tifla  officer  was  for  planting  batte¬ 
ries  immediately  under  the  walls  of 
the  city,  inftead  of  approaching  it 
by  regular  parallels.  M.  F erraris 
however  contended,  that  the  work 
of  the  great  Vauban  was  not  to  be 
treated  with  fo  little  refpeft,  and 
his  opinion  was  adopted  by  the 
council  of  war.  On  the  morning 
of  the  14th  of  June  the  trenches 
were  opened.  The  Britifh  com¬ 
mander  then  fummoned  the  garri- 
fon  ;  but  receiving  an  unfatisfaCtory 
anfwer,  the  artillery  began  to  play 
upon  the  town  with  great  vigour, 
and  in  the  courfe  of  the  night  above 
500  red  hot  balls  were  poured  in 
upon  it.  Towards  the  beginning 
of  July  the  befiegers  were  able  to 
bring  200  pieces  of  heavy  artillery 
to  play  without  intermiffion  on 
the  town,  and  the  greater  part  of 
it  w.as  reduced  to  aihes.  The 
fmallnefs  of  the  garrifon,  compared 
with  the  extent  of  the -fortifications 
to  be  defended,  prevented  general 
Ferrand,  the  commander,  from  at¬ 
tempting  frequent  forties.  In  one 
which  the  garrifon  made  on  the  5th 
of  July,  however,  they  were  very 
fuccefsful,  and  killed  feveral  of  the 
enemy,  arid  fpiked  fome  cannon. 

The  moft  fingular  fa£t  in  the 
hiftory  of  this  fiege  is,  that  a  con- 
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fiderable  part  of  the  war  Was  car¬ 
ried  on  under  ground  ;  mines  and 
counter  mines  innumerable  .having 
been  formed  both  by. the  befiegers 
and  befieged.  The  principal  of 
thefe  on  the  fide  of  the  former  were 
one  under  the  glacis,  and  one  under 
the  hornwork  of  the  fortrefs  ;  thefe 
mines  were  completed  and  charged 
on  the  25th  of  July,  and  in  the 
night  between  nine  and  ten  o’clock 
were  fprurig;  with  the  moll  complete 
fuccefs.  The  Englilh  and  Auftrians 
immediately  embraced  the  opportu¬ 
nity  to  throw  themfelves  into  the 
covered  way,  of  which  they  made 
themfelves  mailers.  The  die  was 
now  call,  and  on  the  26th  the  duke 
of  York  again  fummoned  the  place, 
which  furrendered  on  capitulation 
the  fucceeding  day  :  the  duke  of 
York  taking  pofteffion  of  it  in  be¬ 
half  of  the  emperor  of  Germany. 

During  the  whole  of  the  liege 
general  Cuftine  was  not  able  to 
make  any  attempt  of  moment  for 
the  relief  of  the  place,  and  a  few 
fkirmifhes  only  took  place  between 
the  outpofts. 

In  the  duchy  of  Luxemburgh, 
an  a&ion  of  a  more  ferious  nature 
occurred  on  the  9th  of  June.  The 
French,  under  general  Laage,  at¬ 
tacked  the  Auftrians  under  general 
Schroeder,  near  Arlons,  and  obliged 
the  latter  to  retreat  with  great  lofs 
to  Luxemburgh.  The  eminence 
on '  which  the  Auftrians  were  en¬ 
camped  was  defended  by  30  pieces 
of  cannon,  arranged  on  batteries  in 
the  form  of  Heps,  and  defended  by 
8000  men,  Thefe  the  French  fuc- 
celfiveiy  attacked  and  carried  with 
incredible  intrepidity. 

The  king  of  Pruffia  had  been 
from  the  beginning  of  April  en¬ 
gaged  in  preparations  for  the  fiege 
of  Mentz,  and  indeed  from  that 
time  the  place  might  be  confidered 
as  in  a  ftate  of  blockade,  and  the 
numerous  garrifon  fubftfted  chiefly 


on  horfeflelh.  The  king  washov^ 
ever  too  much  engaged  with  his 
new  acquilitions  in  Poland  to  form 
any  ferious  attack  till  the  beginning 
of  May.  On  the  4th  of  that  month 
his  majefty  arrived  juft  at  the  com¬ 
mencement  of  an  attack  on  the  vil¬ 
lage  of  Coftheim*  from  which  how¬ 
ever  they  were  not  able  to  di’flodge 
the  French.  From  this  period  to 
the  beginning  of  June  frequent  and 
bloody  Ikirmilhes  took  place  be¬ 
tween  the  garrifon  and  the  befieg- 
ing  army,  without  any  thing  deci¬ 
sive.  On  the  4th  of  June  the 
French  made  a  moft  defperate  for- 
tie  upon  the  village  of  Marienborn* 
which  they  carried,  and  fpiked 
fome  pieces  of  cannon  ;  and  on  the 
9th  they  attempted  a  general  fortie 
on  all  lides,  but  were  every  where 
repulfed. 

The  combined  army  opened  the 
trenches  before  Mentz  on  the  19th 
and  20th  of  June.  On  the  morn¬ 
ing  of  the  24th  the  garrifon  made 
a  fortie,  and  fpiked  four  pieces  of 
cannon.  On  the  fame  day  a  large 
number  of  women  and  children 
were  difmifled  from  the  garrifon  ; 
but  they  were  bred  upon,  and  the 
greater  part  of  them  deftroyed  by 
the  Pruffians  :  fome  of  the  women 
in  defpair  threw  themfelvet  with 
their  children  into  the  Main.  On 
the  25th  another  fortie  was  attempt¬ 
ed  by  the  garrifon,  but  they  were 
repulfed.  On  the  7th  of  July  the 
ftrong  works  of  the  French  at  Coft- 
heim  were  carried  by  the  allies,  by 
which  they  loft  800  men,  and  feven 
pieces  of  cannon.  This  fuccefs 
was  followed  on  the  1 5th  by  the 
blowing  up  of  the  laboratory  in 
Mentz,  and  the  deftru&ion  of  3 
magazine  0$  hay  and  ft  raw,  by.  the 
fire  of  the  befiegers.  Caflel,  which 
covered  Mentz  on  the  oppofite  fide 
of  the  Rhine,  was  fet  on  fire  on 
the  17th,  and  feveral  ammunition 
waggons  were  blown  up,.  On  the 
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1 8  th  the  ^French  army  of  the  Rhine 
made  a  grand  attempt  for  the  relief 
t)f  Mentz.  They  attempted  to 
.force  their  way  through,  not  far 
"from  'Landaii,  and  made  their  at¬ 
tack  in  three  places  at  once.  .They 
were  however  repulfed  in  every 
part  by  general  Wurmfer.  This 
laft  effort  therefore  proving  uhfuc- 
cefsful,  the  garrifon  capitulated  on 
the  2  id,  the  principal  condition  of 
which  was,  that  they  (hould  not 
ferve  for  the  fpace  of  one  year 
again  ft.  the  allies. 

On  the  Bth  of  Auguft  the  French 
were  driven  from  the  ftrong  por¬ 
tion  which  they  had  taken  behind 
the  Scheldt,  and  which  was  known 
by  the  name  of  Casfar’s  camp  :  as 
the  French  did  not  make  much  re¬ 
finance  on  this  occafion,  the  lofs 
•n  both  Tides  was  not  confiderable. 

,  With  tliefe  achievements  the 
Yucceffes  of  the  allies  may  be  faid 
to  have  terminated.  The  prctratff- 
ed  fieges  of  thefe  fortreffes  bad 
given  time  to  the  French  to  recover 
from  the  confternation  into  which 
they  had  been  thrown  by  the  de¬ 
fection  of  Dumouriez  ;  and  that 
energy  which  every  thinking  man 
forefaw  would  finally  defeat  the  ab- 
furd  projects  of  the  allies,  began 
©nee  more  to  come  effe&ually  into 
aftion.  After  the  reduction  of  Va¬ 
lenciennes,  a  grand  council  of  war 
,’\vas  held,  in  which  a  project  of  the 
Bvitifh  miniftry  for  the  feparation 
of  the  army,  and  for  an  attack  on 
French  Flanders,  was  fubmitted  to 
the  allies.  The  project,  it  is  faid, 
.Was  greatly  difapproved  by  the  ex¬ 
perienced  Auftrian  commanders ; 
and  two  other  plana  were  fubmitted 
..totthe  counc.il  by  thefe  officers. 

'  The  fir  ft  was  to  penetrate  to 
Paris  by  the  afliftanceTf  the  rivers 
„  which  fall  into  the  Seine,  on  which 
the  heavy  ffore6  and  artillery  might 
.  be.  tranfported.  The.  other,  which 
was  that  of  the  prince  of  Cohourg 


and  general  Clairfait,  was  to  take 
immediate  advantage  of  the  alartn 
which  the  furrender  of  Valenciennes 
had  occafioned,  and  the  diforder  of 
the  French  armies  from  the  denun¬ 
ciation  of  the  generals,  and  with 
40  or  }  o,ooo  light  troops  penetrate 
to  Paris,  while  a  debarkation  might 
be  made  on  the  fide  of  Britany, 
to  affift  the  Royaliffs  in  that  quar¬ 
ter. 

It  is  evident  that  none*  of  thefe 
plans  were  confident  with  true  po¬ 
licy.  Whatever  number  of  troops 
had  been  detached  to  Paris  would 
certainly  have  been  furrounded  and 
cut  off;  and  as  to  affifting  the  roy- 
aliftsin  Britany,  there  is  reafon  to 
believe,  that  the  aid  of  foreign 
troops  would  not  have  added  to  the 
popularity  of  their  caufe  ;  befides 
that  fuch  a  circumftance  muft  have 
rendered  their  army  llationary,  and 
conlequently  expofed  to  the  danger 
of  a  complete  defeat  ;  whereas,  it 
was  by  occafionally  difperfing  and 
aflembling  during  the  night  at  a 
moment’s  notice,  and  by  taking  ad¬ 
vantage  of  the  woods  and  covers, 
that  they  were  enabled,  for  a  length 
of  time,  to  harafs  the  republicans. 

That  the  project  of  attacking 
Weft  Flanders  was  ill  conceived,  the 
event  fufficiently  proved.  Indeed 
a  wife  ftatefman  would  have  reject¬ 
ed  all  thefe  plans,  and  would  have 
embraced  the  opportunity  which 
the  diftreffes  of  the  French  now  af¬ 
forded,  to  eftabliffi  an  advantageous 
peace. 

In  confequence  of  the  prepon¬ 
derating  influence  of  the  Englifh 
miniftry  in  the  grand  council  of 
war,  on  the  12th  of  Auguft  the 
Britifh,  Hanoverians,  and  the 
Dutch,  with  fome  Heffians  and 
Auftrians,  feparated  from  the  main 
army,  and  commenced  their  march 
for  Dunkirk. 

It  has  been  afferted,  that  in  this 
expedition  the  duke  of  York  did 
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not  entirely  rely  on  the  intrepidity 
of  his  troops*  but  that  “  he  had 
alfo  an  expectation  of  being  admit¬ 
ted  into  the  town  by  a  golden  key. 
He  had  kept  Up  afecret  Correfpon- 
dence  with  the  former  governor, 
general  Omeron  (who  has  fince 
been  executed  for  treachery),  nor 
did  he  till  his  arrival  know,  that 
the  plan  had  been  difcovered,  and 
that  general  Omeroil  was  removed 
from  his  poll 

On  the  16th  of  Augufi:  the  duke 
of  York  encamped  at  Turcoin, 
Where  a  council  of  war  was  held  ott 
the  fucceedfng  day  ;  on  the  1 8th 
the  Britifh  marched  to  a  camp, 
Which  had  been  marked  out  near 
Menin,  and  found  the  Dutch,  un¬ 
der  the  hereditary  prince  of  Orange, 
engaged  in  an  attack  on  the  French 
outpofts,  in  which  his  highnefs  was 
repulfed.  The  Britifh  troops  al- 
moft  immediately  engaged  in  the 
action,  and  with  great  difficulty  and 
lofs  carried  the  poll  of  Lincelles ; 
the  works  of  which  were  deftroyed, 
and  the  poll  left  unoccupied.  On 
the  22 d  the  duke  of  York  marched 
from  Furnes  to  attack  the  French 
«amp  at  Ghivelde,  which  was  aban¬ 
doned  on  his  approach,  and  he  was 
almofl  immediately  enabled  to  take 
the  ground  which  it  was  his  inten¬ 
tion  to  occupy  during  the  liege. 
On  the  24th  he  attacked  the  out- 
pofls  of  the  French*  who  with  fame 
lofs  were  driven  into  the  town.  In 
this  aCtion  the  famous  Auflrian  ge¬ 
neral  Dalton  and  fome  other  officers 
of  note  were  killed.  The  fucceed- 
ing  day  the  fiege  might  be  faid  re¬ 
gularly  to  commence.  A  confider- 
able  naval  armament  from  Great 
Britain  was  to  have  co-operated  in 
the  fiege,  but  by  fome  extraordi¬ 
nary  negleCt  admiral  Macbride  was 
not  abie  to  fail  fo  early  as  was  ex¬ 
pected*  In  the  mean  time  the  hof- 


tile  army  was  extremely  haraf!ed| 
by  the  gun-boats  of  the  French ; 
a  fuccefsful  fortie  was  effected  by 
the  garrifon  on  the  6th  of  Septem¬ 
ber  1  ori  the  fame  day  the  covering 
army  of  general  Freytag  was  fur- 
prifed  and  totally  routed ;  and  that 
general  and  prince  Adolphus  Fre¬ 
derick  both  taken  priforiers,  though, 
they  were  afterwards  refeued.  The 
confequerice  of  thefe  difafters  was, 
that  as  the  French  were  known  t© 
be  collecting  in  fuperior  force,  the 
fiege  was  rffifed  on  the  7th,  after 
feveral  fevere  aCtions,  in  which  the 
allied  forces  fuffered  very  confider- 
ably. 

It  is  in  general  well  underftood; 
that  if  general  Houchard,  who 
commanded  the  French  army  ori 
this  occafion,  had  done  his  duty* 
he  might  have  effectually  cut  off 
the  retreat  of  the  duke  of  York; 
and  probably  have  captured  almoft 
the  whole  of  the  allied  army.  For 
this  grofs  negleCt  the  French  gene¬ 
ral  was  afterwards  denounced,  and 
fuffered  by  the  fentcnce  of  the  revo¬ 
lutionary  tribunal. 

The  army  of  the  allies  which  rc* 
mained  under  the  prince  of  Cobourg 
and  general  Clairfait,  was  not  iri 
the  main  more  fucCefsful.  On  the 
8th  of  Auguft  a  detachment  of  this 
army  attempted  to  form  the  fiege 
of  Cambray  ;  but  after  remaining 
for  fome  days  before  the  town,  the 
Aultrian  general  was  obliged  to 
raife  the  fiege.  Bouchain  was  alfo 
invefted,  but  Was  afterwards  reliev¬ 
ed.  Quefnoy  was  the  only  point 
in  which  the  allies  at  this  period 
Were  victorious.  That  place  fur- 
rendered  on  the  i  ith  of  September 
to  general  Clairfait ;  a  conftder* 
able  detachment,  which  had  been 
fent  for  its  relief,  having  been  pre- 
vioufly  repulfed  by  the  prince  of 
Cobourg. 


*  Piowden’s  Hiitory  of'  the  taft  Twenty  Mouths,  p.  330, 
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On  the  fide  of  the  Rhine  a  num- 
ber  of  petty  aft ions  took  place,  in 
which  the  French  were  generally 
fuccefsfui,  bat  no  event  of  import¬ 
ance  enfued.  On  the  2  2d  of  Au« 
guft  general  Landremont  a  {Turned 
the  command  at  Weifferribourgh, 
and  continued  foirmiflling  with  the 
enemy  till  the  concluflon  of  the 
month.  On  the  7th  of  September 
he  attacked  the  army  of  the  allies 
in  feveral  points,  and  drove  them 
back  with  great  lofs ;  at  the  poll 
Of  Lauterbourg  only  he  afferts 
that  the  allies  loft  1500  men.  This 
fuccefs  was  followed  on  the  1 2th  by 
a  general  attack,  in  which  the 
French  are  faid  to  have  killed  2000 
Auftrians  and  emigrants,  demount¬ 
ed  a  battery,  and  fpilied  feveral 
pieces  of  cannon. 

The  French  army  of  the  north, 
after  the  railing  of  the  jftege  of 
Dunkirk,  took  a  ftrong  pofition  in 
the  neighbourhood  of  Maubeuge, 
where  they  were  immediately  block¬ 
aded  by^the  whole  united  force  of 
the  allies,  collected  under  the  prince 
t>f  Cobourg.  Upon  the  15th  and 
16th  of  Odrober,  however,  the 
prince  was  attacked  by  the  troops 
of  the  republic  under  general  jour- 
lain  *,  who  fucceedcd  Houchard, 
with  fuch  vigour  and  erfedl,  that  he 
was  compelled,  after  an  immenfe 
lofs,  to  abandon  his  poiition,  and 
repafs  the  Sambre.  Elated  by 
this  luccefs,  the  French  irmnedi- 
itely  made  inroads  into  Maritime 
Flanders.  They  attacked  the  allied 
Forces  in  feveral  places  at  once  ; 
they  took  pofleffion  of  Werwick, 
*nd  obliged  general  Erbach  to 
abandon  Menin,  and  retreat  to 
Courtray.  On  the  2 2d  they  ad¬ 
vanced  and  took  Furnes  ;  they  then 
proceeded  to  Nieuport,  which  they 
beljeged  and  greatly  damaged^  but 
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the  place  was  faved  by  having  re- 
courfe  to  inundation.  It  was  fome 
time  before  the  allied  forces  were 
able  to  flop  the  ptogrefs  of  the  re¬ 
publicans,  and  their  generals  even 
trembled  for  the  fate  of  Oftend, 

A  confiderable  armament  .from  En¬ 
gland,  however*  being  at  that  time 
preparing  for  the  Weft  Indies,  un¬ 
der  lir  Charles  Grey,  their  deftina-. 
tion  was  altered  ;  and  by  arriving 
at  the  fortunate  moment  at  Oftend* 
they  probably  prot raffed  the  crifis 
when  the  Low  Countries  were  to 
become  once  more  fubject  to  the 
dominion  of  France, 

The  forces  of  the  republic  were 
ftili  more  eminently  fuccefsfui  irt 
repelling  the  attempts  of  the  rebels 
in  the  department  of  La  Vendee. 
General  Biron  repulfed  the  army 
of  the  irifurgen.ts  from  Lucon  oil 
the  28th  of  June  ;  and  nearly 
about  the  fame  time  the  city  of 
Nantz  was  relieved  from  their  in- 
curlions  by  general  Beyder.  Cha- 
ttllon  was  refcued  from  them  on  the 
3d  of  July  by  general  Weftermann; 
but  on  the  following  day  he  was  far- 
prifed  by  the  rebels,  and  compelled 
to  retreat  to  Pafthenay;  On  WeL  *> 
terrriann’s  defeat  he  was  fummoned 
to  Paris  to  anfwer  for  his  cohdudR 
but  was  honourably  acquitted.  The 
chief  command  after  this  circum- 
ftance  (general  Biron  having  alfo 
been  ordered  to  Paris)  devolved  on 
general  Beyder,  who  in  feveral  fkir- 
miflies  put  the  rebels  to  flight.  Irt 
the  beginning  of  Auguft  they  were 
again  defeated  by  general  RofiL 
gnol  ;  on  the  10th  of  that  month 
however,  while  the  citizens  were 
celebrating  the  civic  feaft,  general 
Charette,  the  commander  in  chi€f 
of  the  infurgents,  vigoroufly  affail- 
ed  the  city  of  Nantz,  but  was  re¬ 
pulfed  with  lofs. 


*  General  Jourdain,  it  is  faid,  had  formerly  ferved  in  the  army,- in  \Vhat  capacity  w® 
enow  not,  but 'latterly  kept  a  petty  ihap  of  toys  and  habtriaihery  i:n  a  a  obfeure  village. 
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In  the  ilnean  tune  blood  and  de¬ 
viation  marked  the-  progrefs  of 
tkefe  foldiers  of  royalty.  Their 
ceremonies  and  their  military  difei- 
pline  were  a- ft-range  compound  of 
ihperllition  and  cruelty  ;  and  they 
areieyen  accufed  of  having  mingled 
the  facramental  wine  with  the  blood 
of  their  .adversaries,  and  adminifter- 
ed  it  to  the  people  ';  fucli  an  aft  of 
facrilege,  we  trull,  however,  >  mull 

have  been  a  calumny.  One  of 

* 

their  ftandards,  which  was  present¬ 
ed  to  the  national  convention,  was 
white  on  one  fide,  and  red  on  the 
other  ;  on  the  red  fide  was  embroi¬ 
dered  the  figure  of  a  bifhop  in  his 
pontificals ;  and  on  the  v/hite,  the 
virgin  Mary,  with  the  infant  Jefus 
in  her  arms.  They  gained  a  con¬ 
siderable  advantage  over  the  repub¬ 
licans  at  Parthenay,  in  the  latter 
end  of  Augu ft. 

On  the  7th  of  September  gene¬ 
ral  Roftignol  achieved  a  fignal  vic¬ 
tory  over  the  mfurgents  at  Pont- 
de-ce  ;  and  in  conjunction  with 
Santerte  .  routed  them  again  at 
Douay,Taoiiars,  and  Ervaux  on  the 
Succeeding  days.  In  the  latter  end 
.of  September  the  garrifqn  of  Mentz 
.was  ordered  to  march  into  La  Ven¬ 
dee,  and  on  the  6th  of  October  the 
advanced  guard  vanquished  an  army 
of  25,000  rebels.  It  would  be  te¬ 
dious  to  enter  on  a  more  minute 
detail  of  this  obfeure  and  petty* 
wav ;  let  it  fuftice  to  fay,  that  the 
unfortunate  infurgents  made  a  molt 
vigorous  refiftance  to  every  effort  of 
the  convention  till  the  middle  of 
OCtobcr  1793,  when  they  were 
completely  routed.  After  being 
driven  from  La  Vendee,  they  di¬ 
vided  into  three  bodies.  The  firft 
threw  themfelyes  into  the  ifiand  of 
.  Noirmontier,  vvhere  they  remained 
fome  time  in  a  ftate  of  blockade, 
but  were  at  length  fubdued.  The 
.  fecond  feem  to  have  difperfed ;  and 
the  third  took  the  route  of  Anjou, 


Maine,  and  Britany,  where  tbr 
carried  on  for  a  while  a  defultor 

4 

warfare,  but  were  at  length  gradu 
ally  difperfed. 

The  difaffeCfion  of  forne  of  tbj 
other  provinces,  which  immediatel 
followed  the  revolution  as  it  is  call 
ed  of  the  3 1  ft  of  May,  was  produe 
live  of  ftill  more  ferious  confe 
quences  to  the  new  government. 

The  department  of  Calvados  wa. 
the  firft  in  arms,  and  a  formidabl 

force  was  collected  about  the  latte; 

■  | 

end  of  June  in  the  neighbourhoo 
of  Caen,  under  the  command  c 
general  Felix  Wimpfen,  the  her!) 
of  Thionville,  arid  under  the  fup 
pofed  direction  of  the  fugitive  di 
puties  Petion,  Buzot,  and  Barbel 
roux.  In  the  beginning  of  Jul 
this  body  of  troops,  which  w« 
called  the  Departmental  ai  my,  ha1 
advanced  as  far  as  Evreux  :  but  tb 
people  were  evidently  not  hearty  i 
the  caufe  ;  for,  on  the  approach  e 
the  republican  army  under  gener, 
Sepper,  after  a  flight  fkirmifh  wifi 
the  advanced  guard,  they  retire1 
again  into  Calvados;  and  bejfoi 
the  end  of  the  month  complete] 
difperfed,  and  the  department  r 
turned  to  its  allegiance.  Petioi 
Buzot,  Barbaroux,  Salles,  Vollad 
Wimpfen,  &c.  fled;  but  the  maj<! 
rity  of  them  were  foon  after  takeiil 
and  delivered  up  to  the  revolution 
ary  tribunal.  Biroteau  was  execute: 
at  Bourdeaux. 

The  formidable  union  which  toe 
place  under  the  name  of  federa 
repubUcanifm ,  between  the  cities  < 
Marieilles,  Lyons,  and  Touloi 
ftill  however  continued,  and  feerrn 
to  threaten  almoft  the  diflolution  < 
the  exifting  authorities.  A  conil 
derable  force  was  difpatched  again 
them  under  general  Cartaux  in  tl 
latter  end  of  July ;  and  in  the  b 
ginning  of  Auguft  the  Marfeillc 
were  driven  from  the  department 
Vauclufe,  which  they  ha&previouf 

occupied 
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Occupied*  .  On  the  -24th  tlte  repub¬ 
licans  attacked  and  took  the  town 
of  Aix  *  and  immediately  upon  this 
fuccefs' "the'  ’Marfeiilois  opened  their 
gates  and  -fu|)mitted..  But  the  peo¬ 
ple  pf  Toulon  and  the  French  yj.ce- 
admiral  T ruVoff  entered  into  a  ne- 
gotiatioB  witn’fthe  Englifh  admiral, 
ord  Hopd?~  who  was  then  cruizing 
in  the  Mediterranean,  and  he  took 
polfehion  both  of  the’ town 'and 
ot'the  fhipping  in  the  name  of  Louis 
y\V 1 1 .  and  t u i\de  r  the  exprefs  and 
pofitive.  ftipulation  that  he  was 'to 
•afiift ‘  in.  relloring  the  eonftitutlon 
of  1789. 

;'Jn  the  meantime  general  Kel- 
lermann,  who  gommandeftthe  army 
of  the  Alps,  was  difpatched  againft 
Lyops.  It  contained  an  immenfe 
and  mixed  multitude  of  the  difeori-’ 
tented  citizens  of  every  clafs  ;  fome 
royalifls,  fome  of  the  hrn;  emigrants, 

•  and  a  conliderable  number  of  the 
Gironde  party.  The  city  remained 
in  a  . hate  of  blockade  from  the  8th 
of  Auguft  1  but  the  firfl:  attack  was 
refilled  with  great  bravery.  Ori 
the  2 2d  arid  23d  of  Auguil  the 
Lyonefe  are  computed  to  have  loft 
notlefs  than  2,000  men,  and  a  great 
part  of  the  city  was  reduced  to  a 
heap  of  ruins.  In  the  month  of 
September,  as  it  appeared  that  Kel- 
lermann  had  not  been  fufficiently  ac¬ 
tive,  general  Doppet,  a  young  of¬ 
ficer,  who  had  juft  exchanged  the 
profeffion  of  a  phyfician  for  that  of 
a  foldier,  was  appointed  to  the 
•  command  ;  and  on  the  8th  of  Octo¬ 
ber  the ,  city  of  Lyons  furrendered 
to 'that  general.  The  chiefs  of  the 
rebels  had  fled*  but  feveral  of  them 
\vere  .aftervVards  taken  and  exe¬ 
cuted.  By  a  fubfequent  decree  of 
the  convention,  the  walls  and  pubt 
Ik  buildingspf  £.yonTwere  ordered 
to^be  deftroyed,  and  the  name  of 
,  'fthe  city  itfelf  io.Le  changed  to  that 
,  of  Vi  lie  ^ Wrancfne . 

^Tln  the\.  beginning  of  Augyft,  the 
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leaders  of  the  convention  afferted 
that  a  plot  of  the  Englifh  mimftry 
had  been  diicovered,  the  objeeft  of 
which  was  to  corrupt  and  bribe 
all  the  conftituted  authorities  in 
Erarice:  A  feries  of  decrees  was 
pailed,  chiefly  pointed  againft.  that 
nation.  One  of  thefe  decrees  declared 
every  Frenchman  a  traitor,  who 
fhould  place  money  in  the  Englifh 
funds  ;  and  another  ordered,  that  all 
foreigners,  and  chiefly  the  Englifh^ 
.fhould  be  put  under  arreft.  A  fubfe- 
quent  decree  declared  Pitt,  the  Bri- 
tiih  mfnifterj  u  the  enemy  of  the 
human  fpecies.”  About  the  fame< 
period  an  outrage  againft  the  law 
of  nations  was  committed  by  the 
Auftrians,  who  arrefted  citizens 
Maret  and  Semonville  bn  a  neutral 
territory,  while  on  their  progrefg 
as  ambaffadors  to  Naples  and  Con- 
ftantinople. 

In  a  feffioii  of  the  convention  ori 
the  16th  of  Auguft,  the  energetic 
and  fertile  genius  of  Barrere  con- 
ceived  the  fublime  proje6t  of  ex¬ 
horting  the  vvhole  people  of  France 
to  rife  in  a  mafs  to  expel  the  in¬ 
vaders  from  their  territory.  The 
plan  was  afterwards  digefted  by  the 
committee  of  public  fafety*  By 
this  decree,  riot  only  the  valour  of 
the  French  nation,  but  induftry 
and  the  arts  were  placed  in  a  ftate 
of  requifition  5  and  to  prevent  the 
evils  refulting  from  the  undifei- 
plined  exertions  of  a  mixed  multi¬ 
tude,  the  new  levies  were  organized 
with  lingular  ability,  and  central 
points  were  eftablifhed  for  their  af- 
fembling^  The  following  is  the 
fubftance  of  the  decree,  which  wa$ 
palled  on  the  23d  of  Auguft  3 
“  Art!;  I.  From  this  prefent  mo¬ 
ment  till  that  When  all  the  enemies 
{hall  have  been  driven  from  the  ter¬ 
ritory  of  the  republic,  all  French¬ 
men  fball  be  in  permanent  readi- 
nefs  for  the  fervice  of  the  armies. 
The  young  men  fhaU  march  to 
O  %  ~  fcba 


s9(5  '  British  and 


the  combat,  tlie  married  men  {hall 
Sorge  arms,  and  tranfport  the  pro- 
vifiows :  the  women  fhall  make 
tents  and  clothes,  and  wait  in  the 
hofpitals the  children  (hall  make 
lint  of  old  linen  j  the  old  men  {hall 
caufe  themfelves  to  be  carried  to 
the  public  fquares,  to  excite  the 
courage  of  the  warriors,  to  preach 
hatred  againft  the  enemies  of  the 
republic. 

II.  The  national  edifices  (hall  be 
converted  into  flore-houfes ;  the 
ground  of  the  cellars  fhall  be  wafhed 
with  ley,  to  extract  the  faltpetrc. 

III.  The  mufquets  and  arms  of 
calibre  fhail  be  immediately  deli¬ 
vered  to  thole  who  are  to  march 
again  It  the  enemy  :  the  ’internal 
fervice  of  the  republic  fhall  be  per¬ 
formed  with  fowlingrpieces. 

IV.  All  faddle  horfes  fhall  be 
given  up,  to  complete  the  cavalry  : 
the  draught  horfes  and  others,  ex¬ 
cept  thofe  employed  for  purpofes 
©f  agriculture^  fhall  convey  the  ar¬ 
tillery  and  prorifiotis. 

V.  The  committee  of  public 
'welfare  is  charged  to  take  all  necef- 
fary  meafures  to  eftablifh,  without 
delay,  an  extraordinary  manufac¬ 
ture  of  arms  of  all  kinds,  fuitabie 
to  the  efforts  of  the  French  nation. 
It  is  authorifed  in  eonfequence  to 
form  all  the  eftablifhments,  manu- 
iaefories,  and  working-places,  which 
fhall  be  deemed  neceffary  for  the 
execution  of  thofe  works  j  and  to 
ium*mon  throughout  the  republic 
all  the  artifts  and  workmen  who 
can  cpntribute  to  their  fuccefs* 
The  fum  of  thirty  millions  fhall  be 
at  the  difpofal  of  the  minifter  at 
war,  to  be  taken  put  of  the  four 
hundred  and  twenty-eight  millions 
of  livres  in  affignats,  which  are  in 
refefve  in  the  chcff  with  three  keys. 
The  central  eftablifhment  of  this 
extraordinary  manufacture  fhall.be 
at  Paris. 

VI.  The  reprefentatives  ©f  the 


people  fent  into  the  departments 
executq  the  prefent  law,  fhall  hav<f 
the  fame  authority,  and  fhall  con¬ 
cert,  meafures  with  the  committee 
of  public  welfare  ;  they  are  inverted 
with  the  unlimited  powers  attri¬ 
buted  to  the  reprefentatives  of  the 
people  with  the  armies.  A  ' 

VII.  No  Frenchman  fummoned 
to  fer\re,  fhall  be-.fuffered  to  fend  a 
fubftitute,  The  public  fun&ionaric* 
fhall  remain  on  their  poll. 

VIII.  The  rifmg  or  movement 
fhall  be  general ;  the  unmarried  or^ 
widowed  citizens,  from  the  age 

1 8  to  25,  fhall  march  firft ;  they 
fhall  form,  without  delay,  in  the 
chief  place  of  their  diftridt :  they 
fhall  daily  be  exercifed  till  the  day 
of  their  departure. 

IX.  The  reprefentatives  of  thfc 
people  (hall  regulate  the  calls  and 
the  marches,  fo  that  the  armed  ci¬ 
tizens  may  not  reach  the  place  of 
rendezvous  before  the  fupplies  and 
ammunition,  and  all  the  mechani¬ 
cal  part  of  the  army  fhall  have  been 
brought  together  in  a  competent 
proportion. 

X.  The  general  points  of  ren* 
dezvQUs  fhall  be  determined  by  th£ 
circumftances,  and  pointed  out  by 
the  reprefentatives  of  the  people 
fent  out  to  enforce  the  execution  of 
the  prefent  law,  by  advice  of  tnV 
generals,  in  concert  with  the  com¬ 
mittee  of  public  welfare  and  the  pro- 
vifory  executive  council. 

XI.  The  battalion  which  raatT 

be  organized  in  every  diftridl,  {Half  . 
be  ranged  under  a  banner  with  thi& 
infeription— ‘  The  French  nation, 
rifen  again  ft  the  ty  rants.  *  iy  J 

XII.  The  battalions  fhall  be  bf* 
ganized  according  to  the  eft ablif he’d 
laws,  and  their  pay  fhall  be  (he 
fame  as. that  of  the  battalions  now 
on  the  frontiers. 

XIII.  In  order  to  colled!  a  fuf- 
ficient  quantity  of  prpvifidfis,  fife 
farmers'  and  lie  wards  of  the  national 

lands 


{^nds  (hall  pour  into  the  principal  the  genius  of  the  ruling  power  may 
rendezvous  of  every  diftrift,  a  fuf-  certainly  diredt  and  regulate  the 
iicient  quantity  of  corn,  the  pro-  energy  on  which  ultimately  fuccefs 
duce  of  the  laid  lands,  mud  depend. 

XIV.  The  proprietors,  farmers.  Happy  it  had  been  for  France 

and  holders  of  corn,  (hall  be  obliged  and  for  mankind,  if  the  heroifm  of 
to  pay  their  arrears  of  taxes  in  the  the  nation  had  been  tempered  by 
produce  of  the  fields,  and  alfo  two-  humanity  ;  but  the  French  have  in 
thirds,  of  the  taxes' for  1793.  all  inftances  appeared  too  prodigal 

XV.  The  national  convention  of  blood.  That  the  people  expe- 
appoints  citizens  Cfiabot,  Tallien,  rienced  great  provocations  from  the 
Carpehtier,  Reriaud,  Dartgoytte,  treachery  of  their  commander?,  and 
Laplanche  of  Vievre,  Mallarme,  the  intrigues  of  contending  fac- 
Legendre,  Lanot,  Roux-FUzillac,  tions,  candour  mull  admit  •:  but 
Pagenel,  Boifiet,  Tallifer,  Baile,  the  rigour  of  their  punifhments  cer- 
Pinet,  Fayau,  Lacroix,  and  Ing-  tainly  exceeded  in  many  cafes  the 
rgndi  as  adjundls  to  the  reprefenta-  meafure  of  the  offence  ;  and  the 
lives  of  the  people  who  are  adtual-  hade  and  rafhnefs  of  their  adjudi- 
ly  ip  the.  armies,  and  in  the  depart-  cations  leave  at  lead;  a  doubt,  in 
merits,'  in  order  to  execute  in  con-  others,  of  the  judice  of  the  fen- 
cert  with  them  the -prefent  decree.  tence.  Among  the  vidfims  of  po- 

XVI.  The  commiffioners  of  the  pular  refentment  which  fell  about 

primary  affemblies  are  invited  to  this  period  we  cannot  but  lament  the 
repair,  without  delay,  into  the  de-  celebrated  general  Cuftine,  whofe 
partments,  to  fulfil  the  civic  mif-  former  fervices  (whatever  might 
lion  intruded  to  them  by  the  de-  be  his  prefent  demerits)  fhould 
cree  of  the  14th  of  Augud,  and  to  have  fecured  him  more  lenient  treat- 
receive  the  commiffions  which  fhall  ment.  He  was  called  to  Paris 
be  afiigned  to  them  by  the  repre-  from  the  command  of  the  northern 
fentatives  of  the  people.  army  in  the  beginning  of  July,  and 

XVII.  The  minider  at  war  is  on  the  1 8th  arrived  in  that  capital, 

charged  to  take  all  the  meafures  ne-  from  which  he  was  never  to  return, 
ceffary  for  the  execution  of  the  pre-  On  the  22d  he  was  committed  by 
fent  decree.  The  fum  of  fifty  mil-  a  decree  of.  the  convention  to  the 
lions  (hail  be  put  at  his  difpofal,  to  abbey  prifon  ;  and  in  the  beginning 
betaken  out  of  the  four  hundred  of  Augud  was  brought  before  the 
and  fifty-eight  millions  of  afiignats  revolutionary  tribunal.  The  charges 
in  the  ched  with  three  keys.  againd  him  were—' That  he  had 

XVIII.  The  prefent  decree  fhall  maintained  a  fecret  correfpondence 
be  Cent  into  the  departments  by  ex-  with  the  enemy — That  he  had  left 
traordinary  couriers*.**  the  garrifon  of  Mentz  unprovided 

On  this  decree  it  is  only  necef-  with  neceffaries  ;  in  confequence  of 
fary  to  remark,  that,  had  it  not  which  many  brave  defenders  of  their 
been  feconded  by  the  enthufiafm  of  country  perifhed,  and  the  whole 
the  people,  it  mud  have  been'nuga-  differed  the  extreme  of  famine  and 
tory  arid  perhaps  prejudicial.  Arbi-  mifery,  and  were  at  lad  compelled 
trary  governments  will  attempt  to  to  capitulate — That  there  exided 
copy  it  in  vain  ;  it  is  the  free  fpirit  a  letter  figned  Cudine,  in  which  he 
of  the  people  only  that  can  give  ef-  engaged  D*Oyfe  commandant  of 
t©  inch  daring  projeas,  though  Mentz  to  deliver  up  the  place  to 
Political  State  of  Europe,  vol.  iv.  p.  495— >497* 
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the  Fruffians*. — That  he  had  in-  writings;  and  even,  to  favour  theh? 
fulled  the  national  reprefentation  p'urpofes,  fonie  in  which  /he  was 
jbv  difobeying  its  orders,  and  by  af-  peiion'ally  defamed— That  in  the  ' 
ferting  publicly  in  a  .letter  to  the  beginning  of  October  1789,  by  the 
minifter,  “  that  fuch  decrees- as  he  agency  of  certain  monopolifts,  fne 
did  not  approve  only  ferved  him  had  created  an  artificial  famine — r| 
for  papillottes  (curl  papers).” — ■  That  fhe  was  a  principal  agent  and 
That  finally  he  had  not  exerted  promoter  of  the  flight  of  the  royal 
himfelf  properly  to  prevent  Valen-  family  in  June  1791- — That  fhe  in- 
ciennes  from  falling  into  the  hands  ftitufed  private  councils  in  the  pa-  , 
of  the  enemy.  How  far  thefe  lace,  at  which  the  maflacres,  as 
charges  were'  fub.ftantiated  by  evi-  they  were  termed,  in  the  Champ  de 
dence  vve  cannot  affirm,  as  we  be-  Mars,  at  Nancy,  &c.  were  planned 
lieve  no  copy  of  the  trial  has  reached  — That  in  confequence  •  of  thefe 
England.  The  unfortunate  gene-  councils  fhe  had  perfuaded  her  huf- 
ral,  in  the.  cribs  of  his  adverfity,  band  to  interpofe  his  veto  againft 
lamented  that  he  appeared  forfaken  the  decrees  concerning  the  emi- 
by  every  friend  ;  and  the  populace  grants  and  the  refraftory  priefts— 
of  Paris,  accuilomed  to  lights  of  That  fhe  influenced  him  to  form  a 
horror,  bpheld  the  facrifice  of  their  body  guard  compofed  of  difaffefted 
former  defender  with  calm  indif-  perfons,  and  induced  him  to  give 
ference,  or  with  blind  exultation.  employments  to  the  refractory 
The  trial  and  condemnation  of  priefts. 
the  queen  immediately  followed  One  of  the  moft  Angular  charges 
that  of  general  Cuftine.  Slue  had  was,  that  in  '  conjunction  with  a, 
been  removed  on  the  night  of  the  fcandalous  faftion  (that  of  trie  Gi- 
ift  of  Auguft  from  the  Temple  to  a  ronde  we  conceive)  fhe  induced  the 
’{mall  and  miferable  apartment  ip  king  and  the  affembly  to  declare, 
the  prifon  of  the  Conciergerie,  war  againft  Auftria,  contrary  to 
where  fhe  remained  till  fhe  was  every  principle  of  found  policy  and 
brought  before  the  revolutionary  the  public  welfare, 
tribunal  on  the  15th  of  October.  The  aft  proceeds  to  ftate,  That 
The  aft  of  accufation  confided  of  fhe  communicated  to  the  enemy 
feveral  charges,  the  fubftance  of  plans  of  the  campaign,  and  other 
which  was — That  die  had  contri-  intelligence— That  the  affair  of  the 
buted  to  the  derangements  of  the  icth  of  Auguft  was  the  confe- 
national  finances,  by  remitting  from  quence  of  a  horrible  confpiracy 
time  to  time  confiderable  fums  to  againft  the  nation  formed  by  her 
her  brother,  the  emperor  Jofeph  intrigues ;  and  that,  to  prorhote 
* — That  fince  the  revolution  fhe  had  her  views,  fhe  kept  the  Swifts 
continued  to  hold  a  criminal  cor-  guards  in  a  ftate  of  intoxication 
refpondence  with  foreign  powers —  : — That  on  that  day  fhe  prefen  t- 

Phat  in  every  inftance  fhe  had  di-  gd  the  king  with  a  piftol,  fay  7 
refted  her  views  to  a  counter-revq-  ing,  (i  This  is  the  moment  to  fliew 
lution,  particularly  in  exciting  the  yourfelf and  on  his  refilling, 
body  guards  and  others  of  the  mili-  called  him  upward— That  fhe  was 
tary  at  Verfailles  on  the  ift  of  Oc-  alfo  a  principal,  agent  in  the  infier- 
tober  1  789 — That  in  concert  with  nal  war  with  which  prance  has 
Xouis  Capet  fhe  bad  diftributed  been  diftreffed. 
counter-revolutionary  papers  and  The  laft  charge  was  the  moft  in 
f  rhis,  on  his  examination,  Cuftine  affirmed  to  be  an  entire  faUehood.  .  ' 
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ikmouB  and  the  moil:  incredible,  viz. 
That,  like  Agrippina,  (he  had  held 
an  inceftuous  commerce  with  her 
own  fon. 

On  the  trial  a  number  of  wit- 
neffes  were  examined  ;  but  we  muft 
©bferve  that  few  of  the  charges  ap¬ 
peared  to  be  fufficiently  fubftan- 
tiated.  A  maid -fervant  gave  in  evi¬ 
dence  a  converfation  which  fhe  had 
formerly  held  with  the  duke  of 
Coigny,  in  which  he  complained  of 
the  immenfe  fums  privately  remit¬ 
ted  by  the  queen  to  her  brother 
during  his  war  with  the  Turks'; 
and  feme  papers  were  referred  to, 
from -which  it  appeared  that  the 
queen  had  drawn  for  money  on  the 
treafury  fmcethe  revolution. 

•  The  charge'  concerning  her  fa¬ 
vouring  the  anti-patriotic  fentiments 
of  the  body  guards  at  Verfailks  on 
the  ift  of  Odlober,  was  better  hup- 
ported,  and  we  think,  on  th  e  whole, 
was  proved  ;  as  well  as  her  activity 
in  promoting  the  flight  of  the  roy¬ 
al  family  to  Vareiines.  The  reft  of 
the  evidence  on  the  latter  fubjedl 
concurred  with  the  ftatement  which 
is  contained  in  our  volume  for  the 
•year  1791.  :  '  : 

It  appeared  alfo  that  fhe  had  fre¬ 
quently  been  confulted  by  the  king 
upon  political  fubjedts ;  that  fhe 
had  recommended  fome  perfons  to 
brevets  in  the  gardes-du-corps  : — 
that  fhe  treated  her  fon  with  regal 
refpea:  was  alfo  proved.  But  the 
•horrid  charge  of  inceft  was  made 
upon  the  authority  merely  of  fome 
•indiftindl  communications  from  the 
-boy  Capet  to  the  mayor  of  Paris. 

Had  the  conduct  of  Marie  An¬ 
toinette  been  more  unexceptionable 
than  there  is  reafon  to  believe  it 
was,  there  is  not  much  probability 
that  fhe  could  have  efcaped :  after 
an  hour’s  confultation,  therefore, 
the  jury  “brought  in  their  verdict — 
*?  Guilty  of  all  the  charges.” 

The  queen  heard  the  fangumary 
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fentcnce  with,  dignity,. and'  refigtfa- 
tion  ;  perhaps  .indeed;  it,  might  be- 
confidered  by  herkfsi-as  a  p  uni  Di¬ 
luent  than -  as  a  rekafe.  On  the. 
16th  of  October,  at  about  eleven 
o’clock  in  the  forenoon,  fhe  was 
conducted  from  the  pr.ifon  of  the. 
Conciergerie*  to  a  icaffold  prepared  , 
in  the  Place  de  la  Revolution,  where- 
her  unfortunate  hufband  had.  urevi-- 
oufly  fuffered.  Her  behaviour  at* 
that  awful  moment  was-  decent  and 
compokd.  .  The  minifter,  of  'St. 
Tandrey  was  appointed  to  rlii-. 
charge  the  ;  cftj.ee  of,  a  confeffor;- 
and  whatever  might  have  been  the- 
foibles  which  djfgraceti  her  •  early' 
years,  -  we  have  reafon,  on -.good  aun. 
thority,  to  ,beijever  that,  fhe  died  a 
real  penitent ;  and,  -  like,  her  hufr 
band,  found  in  the  truths  of  reli¬ 
gion  a  fource  of  eoufoktion  of. 
which  the  perfecutiom  of.  her  ,ene^ 
mies.  was  unable  to  deprive  her  ;  a 
confolation  which  .can  .,  effectually 
affuage  all  the  evils  pf  adverb  ty,  apd 
can  even  alleviate  fhe  pangs  of  re? 
morfe.  •  •  v';  •■ 

Anu’dft  thefe  Ambus  and  .dread¬ 
ful.  events,  it  is  ■  fomethihg  cu» 
rious  to  obferve  the  national  con- 
vention  amufmg  them  Rives  with 
the  formation  of  .a  jjew  .calendar. 
The  year  is,  according  to  this,  dir 
vided  into  twelve  months  of  thirty 
days  each,  with  five  intercalary 
days,  which  are  dedicated  to  a  na? 
tional  feftivity,  and  called  on  thaf 
accou nt  fans-culottule s.  Each  month 
is  divided  into  decade's,  -  and  the 
day  of  reft  is  appointed ,  for  every 
tenth  day  inftead  of  the  feventh. 

On  the  2‘2:d  of  Odlober  a  decree 
.was  paffed,  ordering  fbafc  all  ci-de¬ 
vant  priefts  who  fliould  be  taken  in 
arms  againft  the  republic,  fliould 
be  punifhed  '  with  death  ;  and  that 
all  clergy  who  had  not  .taken  the 
conftitutional  oaths,  and  who  were 
under  60  years  of  age,  fhould  be 
ban iflied  to  French  Guiana. 
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The  trial  of  the  unfortunate  de¬ 
puties  of  the  Gironde  party  was  de? 
ferred  from  time  to  time,  till  the 
complete  overthrow  of  their  adhe?. 
rents  in  the  departments  fhould  give 
fecurity  to  their  profecutors,  and 
afford  the  proper  materials  for  their 
convidtiop.  On  the  24th, of  Oc* 
tober  the  trial  commenced  before 
the  revolutionary  tribunal,  which 
was  attended  on  that  occafion  by 
an  unufual  concourfe  of  fpe'dtators. 

The  deputies  who  were  accufed 
were,  Briffot,  Vergniaud,  Duper- 
ret,  Carra,  Gatdien,  Valaze,  l)u- 
prat,  Silleryv  Fauchet,  Boileau, 
!)ucos,  Fonfrede,  La  Source,  Beau¬ 
vais,  Duchatel,  Mainville,  Lacaze, 
Lehardi,  Antiboul,  Vigee,  Du- 
friche,  and  Boyer. 

Briffot,  who  was  always  diftin- 
guifhed  as  a  man  of  uncommpn  con? 
rage,  appeared  perfectly  tranquil; 
Carra  and  Fauchet,  in  fome  emo¬ 
tion  ;  Boileau  and  La  Source  were 
in  difhabille  ;  Duces  and  Fonfrede, 
well  dreffedL  When  Boileau  was 
afked.  if  he  had  chofen  an  official 
defender  i  lie  faid  he  had  given  no¬ 
tice  to  one,  and  if  he  fhould  refiffe, 
he  muff  make  as  good  a  defence  for 
himfelf  as  he  could.  Antiboul, 
when  aiked  pf  what  profeffion  he 
was  ?  laid;  **  &  defender  of  the 
rights  of  the  people,  and  a  perfe- 
eutpr  of  tyrants.  ”  The  a<ft  of  ac¬ 
tuation  calls  Sillery  the  difho- 
houred  confidant  of  a  contemptible 
prince.’* 

The  fubflance  of  the  a&  of  ac¬ 
tuation  hafe  been  already  detailed, 
in  repiting  the  matter  of  the  two 
reports  which  had  been  prefented 
to  the  convention  concerning  them. 
It  is  ^markable,  that  among  the 
primes  laid  to  their  charge,  arc 
ifated,  the  having  caufed  war  to  be 
declared  firft  againft  Auftria,  and 
afterwards  again  ft  England  and 
Holland.  The  chiefs  of  the  moun- 
tain  party  had,  indeed;,  pro  idled 


againft  the  latter  meafufe  5  and  if 
we  confider  the  pains  which  the 
Gironde  party  took  to  avoid  itf  it 
is  only  fair  to  conclude  that  a  rup¬ 
ture  with  Great  Britain  was  equal* 
ly  unpopular  with  both  parties. 

-  The  article,  however,  on  which 
they  were  convided  was,  having 
confpired  againft  the  unity  and  in- 
divifi-bility  of  the  republic;  by  ex¬ 
citing  a  rebellion  in  the  departs 1 
ments  of  the  fouth,  and  in  that  of 
Calvados.  On  the  30th  of  Odober 
twenty-one  of  thefe  deputies,  viza 
Briffot,  Vergniaud,  Genfonne,  Du- 
prat,  Lehardi,  Ducos,  Fonfrede; 
Boileau,  Gardien,  Duchatel,  Sife 
lery,  Fauchet,  Dufrjche,  Duper- 
ret.  La  Source*  Garra,  Beauvais, 
Mainville;  Antiboul;  Vigee;  and 
Lacaze,  were  conveyed  from  the 
prifon  to  the  Place  de  la  Revolu¬ 
tion,  and  executed,  -,i. 

The  reader  will  recognizee  among 
thefe  names,  -f&veral.pf  thofe  who. 
were  moll  active  in  dethroning  th£ 
king,  and  e&abli  firing  a  republic, 
Valaze,  who  had  prepared  the 
charges  againll  the  king*  flatbed  1 
himfelf  as  icon  as-  the  fentence  was 
pronounced.  Fauchet  was  one  of 
the  conffitatiorfal  bifhops  ;  and 
La  Source  a  pro  left  ant  clergymani 
•t  Manuel;  who  had  been  lb  active 
in  the  dethroning  of  the  king  on  the 
icth  of  Augiift,  and  afterwards 
evinced  fo  much  folicitude  to  pre* 
ferve  his  life,  was  foon  after  brought 
to  trial  and  executed.  The  trial 
of  general  Houchard  immediately, 
fucceeded  that  of  Manuel,  and  he 
was  convicted  of  negle&  of  duty  ia 
not  endeavouring. to  cut  off, the  re? 
treat  of  the  Britiih  forces  frbns^. 
Weft  Flanders.  The  veteran  ge¬ 
neral  Luckner  foon  >  after  partook 
of  the  fate  of  Houeh-arxF;  and  /the 
learned  Bailly,  the  ftrft  inayor  .of . 
Paris  after  the  revolution,  was  con¬ 
demned  by  . the  fame  tribunal,  sap- 
parent3y  on., an  iihfouudcd  charge* 
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wz.  that  of  having  entered  into  a 
confpiracy  with  La  Fayette  to 
maflaere  the  patriots  in  the  Champ 
de  Mars,  m  July  1791.  The  ac- 
complifhed  Barnave,  and  Rabaut 
de  St; Etienne,  fullered  alfo,  with 
many  others,  before  the  conekdion 
of.  the  year.  Of  the  guilt  or  in¬ 
nocence  of  thefe  perfons  it  is  im- 
poflible  to  determine,  as  their  trials 
have  never,  to  our  knowledge, 
reached  Great  Britain.  Of  many, 
if  not  of  moil,  we  may  venture  to 
pronounce,  that  their  fate  was  at 
ieaft  fevere,  and  the  refpedlable 
characters  of  fome  of  them  will 
not  permit  us  to  Tuppofe  them 
guilty. 

The  condemnation  of  the  duke 
of  Orleans,  latterly  known  under 
the  fantaftical  and  alrnoit  ludicrous 
title  of  Philip  Egalitc,  appears  to 
have  produced  fcarcely  any  fenti- 
ments  either  of  horror  or  commi- 
Geration  in  any  party  ;  fo  complete¬ 
ly,  though  perhaps  almoft  infenfi- 
bly,  does  a  profligate  life  excite  the 
indignation  of  mankind.  Yet  Ega- 
lite,  in  fome  inftances,  had  evinced 
himfelf  the  friend  of  liberty  ;  and, 
however  contemptible  his  general 
conduct  in  life,  his  death  was  he¬ 
roic.  He  was  included  in  the  ge¬ 
neral  decree  which  removed  the 
Bourbon  family  to  MarfeillCs,  and 
he  was  brought  to  Paris  in  the  be¬ 
ginning  of  November  to  be  tried 
before  the  revolutionary  tribunal. 
He  was  accufed  of  having  afpired 
to  the  Sovereignty  from  the  firil  of 
the  revolution  ;  but  how;  far  the 
charge  was  fubftantiated,  it  is  im- 
poffible  to  determine,  for  reafons 
already  afligned.  He  was  conveyed 
in  -a  qart  on  the  evening  of  the  6th 
of  November  to  the  place  of  exe¬ 
cution,  and  fuffered  with  magnani¬ 
mity,  amidft  the  infults  and  re¬ 
proaches  of  the  populace. 

The  celebrated  madurne  Roland  1 

Was*  brought  to  the  fcaftbld  two 


days  after  the  execution  of  Ega- 
lite.  Her  great  talents  have  been 
confefled  by  all,  and  the  inte¬ 
grity  of  her  character  has  perhaps 
only  been  difputed  by  that  leveller 
of  all  moral  excellence,  the  viru¬ 
lence  of  fa&ion.  Her  attachment 
to  the  party  of  the  Gironde  was 
the  only  crime  alleged  againft  her, 
and  in  this  attachment  fhe  gloried 
both  at  the  tribunal  and  on  the 
fcaffoid. 

On  the  25th  of  November  the 
convention  was  occupied  with  a 
grave  and  folemn  difeufiion,  whe¬ 
ther  the  remains  of  the  celebrated 
Mirabeau  fhould  not  be  removed 
from  the  French  Pantheon.  Tri¬ 
fling  as  the  object  of  inveftigation 
may  feern,  fome  fadts  were  yet 
brought  to  light  in  the  difeuiftoh, 
not  unworthy  the  notice  of  the  hif- 
torian.  From  letters  in  the  hand¬ 
writing  of  the  late  king,  and  in 
that  of  La  Porte,  the  intendant  of 
the  civil  lift,  it  appeared,  that  Mi- 
rabeau  had  absolutely  fti|>ulated  for 
a  penfion,  to  fubferve  the  ends  of 
the  court :  that  fimilar  negotiations 
had  been  canned  on'  between  him 
and  M.  Necker,  and  that  he  had 
complained  that  the  latter  had  twice 
deceived  him.  On  thefe  grounds, 
the  remains  of  Mirabeau  were  or¬ 
dered  to  be  removed  from  the  Pan¬ 
theon. 

The  phrenfy  of  impiety,  which 
has  perhaps  been  the  great  curie  of 
the  French  people,  was  carried  to 
its  high  eft  degree  of  abfurdity 
about  this  period.  On  the  7th  of 
November  a  moft  indecent  feene 
was  adted  in  the  convention.  Go- 
bet,  the  republican  bifliop  of  Paris, 
with  his  grand  vicars^  and  other 
unworthy  members  of  the  ecclefi- 
aftical  body,  entered  the  hall  with 
the  coniiituted  authorities,  and  the 
eccleflaftics  folemnly  refigned  their 
functions  and  the  Chriftian  religion. 

;  Several  eccleflaftics,  both  catholic 
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and  proteftant,  who  were  members 
tof  the  convention,  refigned  at  the 
feme  time ;  and'  the  celebrated 
Gregoire  was  the  only  man  who 
bad  the  courage  to  profefs  himfelf 
a  Chriftian,  though  the  emoluments 
of  his  bifhopric,  he  faid,  were  rea¬ 
dy  to  be  devoted  to  the  fervicc  of 
the  republic.  By  the  tumultuous 
applaufes  of  the  convention  a  num¬ 
ber  of  allegorical  divinities,Libertyj 
Equality,  &c.  were  confecrated  as 
objects  of  vWrlhip.  This  execrable 
attempt  to  revive  the  absurdities  of 
paganifm,  did  not  however  fucceed 
equally  well  with  the  populace. 
The  refentment  of  the  whole  peo¬ 
ple  of  Paris  was  ftrongly  excited, 
by  an  intolerant  decree  of  the  com¬ 
mune,  ordering  the  churches  to  be 
fhut  up  ;  and  on  the  ill  of  Decem¬ 
ber  they  were  obliged  to  reverfe 
this  order  and  B'arrere,  by  a  re- 
.port  from  the  committee  of  public 
lafety,  once  more  proclaimed  the 
freedom  of  religious  worfhip.  The 
parly  of  Hebert  and  Fabre  Eg¬ 
lantine,  who  were  at  the  head  of 
this  execrable  confpiraey  againft 
religion,  are  generally  fuppofed  to 
have  precipitated  their  own  difgrace 
by  this  proceeding  ;  and  the  popu¬ 
larity  which  Robefpierre  fhortly 
after  .obtained,  is  principally  to  be 
attributed  to  his  taking  part  with 
the  people  in  defence  of  religion. 

For  the  folly  and  impiety  of  the 
yth  of  November,  the  convention 
made  fome  amends  on  the  15th*  by 
abolifhing  for  ever  that  moll  dis¬ 
graceful,  moll  immoral,  and  perni¬ 
cious  inftitution,  a  lottery. 

The  campaign  terminated  on  the 
whole  glorioufly  for  the  French, 
though  the  difeomfiture  excited  by 
the  defeat  of  the  allies  was  in  fome 
meafure  compenfated  to  the  En- 
glilh,  by  the  intelligence,  that  in 
the  beginning  of  October  the  roy- 
alifts  of  fort  Jeremie,  in  St.  Do- 
mingo,  had  invited  the  Englilh  to 


take  pofleflion  of  that  part  of  the' 
ifland,  and  that  Cape  Nicola  Mole! 
fubmitted  in  a  few  days  after  to  the! 
Britilh  arms.  In  the  Fall  Indies, 
alfo  Pondicherry,  and  the  other 
French  fettlements  on  the  coall  oi 
Coromandel,  were  taken  by  the 
Ebglifh.  '  1 

But  it  was  in  Europe  that  the 
valour  and  military  Ikili  of  the, 
French  nation  difplayed  itfelf  to 
the  moll  advantage.  The  decree 
for  riling  in  one  body  a£xed  like  ar 
incantation,  and  teemed  to  produce 
an  army  as  if  by  a  miracle,  dt  wa: 
however  fome  time  before  their  mi 
merous  forces  could  be  brought 
into  aftion,  and  in  fome  cafes  the 
treachery  of  the  commanders  was 
fuppofed  to  a 61  in  favour  of  the 
combined  powers.  Early  in  the 
month  of  September,  Landau,  hae 
been  in  veiled  by  the  co'mbinec 
powers  5  but  while  the  Erenci 
maintained  the  ftrong  lines  a, 
Weiffembourg,  and  on  the  Lauter 
there  was  but  little  profped  of  fuc 
cefs.  On  the  13th  of  Odtobe, 
therefore  the  Auftrfan  genera 
Wurmfer  made  a  grand  attacl 
upon  the  lines  of  Lauter  ;  and,  if  w< 
may  trull  the  French  account,  thei 
generals  permitted  the5  Aullrians 
almoll  without  refinance,  to  fore 
the  lines.  The  whole  of  the  lines 
with  the  town  of  Lauterbhrgh 
were  carried,  which  Wurmfer  him 
felf  confelfes  might  have  held  ou 
a  fiege  of  feveral  days.  Th! 
French  loll  alfo  the  whole  of  thei;! 
artillery. 

The  town  of  Weiffemboun 
made  a  more  formidable  reliftance  i 
and  it  was  not  carried  without  th  j 
lofs  of  between  feven  and  eight  htini 
dred  men.  The  French  retreatei 
towards  Hagenau,  from  whici 
however  they  were  dillodged  oil 
the  18th.  The  Auftrian  genera; 
loll  no  time  in  proceeding  toward! 
Stralburgh,  and  on  the  25  th  agaiij 
a  13  '  *-  route? 
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‘ouied  die  republicans,  and  was 
enabled  to  take’poffeffion  of  Wan- 
genau.  On  the  27th  he  was  at¬ 
tacked  by.  the  French  ;  but  they 
were  compelled  to  retreat,  with  the 
fuppofed  lots  of  3000  men,- 

In  the  beginningof  November  the 
deputies  St.  Juft  and  Le  Bas  were 
fent-  to  Strafburgh,  to  re-organize' 
the  difconffited  troops.  They  or¬ 
dered  immenfe  reinforcements  from 
tlie  neighbouring  departments;  and 
to  afford  a  falutary  example  of  fe- 
verity,  general  Xrembert,  who  was 
convicted  of  treachery  in  the  affair 
of  the  lines  of  Weiffembourg,  was 
fhot  .at  the  head  of  the  army  on 
the  9th.  A  con  (piracy  was  alfo 
detected  at  Strafburgh,  for  deliver¬ 
ing  up  the  place  to  the  enemy,  and 
the  traitors  were  punifhed. 

Thefe  fpirited*  proceedings  were 
not  fufficient  however  to  fa ve  Fort 
Louis  (or  Fort  Vauban),  which  fell 
into  the  hands  of  general  Wurmfer 
pn  the  14th  of  November,  not 
without  ftrong  fufpicions  of  trea¬ 
son  on  the  part  of  the  commandant. 
Here  however  the  fucceffes  of 
Wurmfer  terminated;  for  on  the 
2  iff  of  November  the  Auftrians 
were  compelled  to  retreat,  and  the 
republican  army  penetrated  to  Vau- 
truan,  and  almoft  to  the  gates  of 
Hagenau. 

In  the  ‘mean  time  the  army  of 
the  Mofelle  advanced  to  co-operate 
with  the  grand  army  of  the  Rhine  ; 
and  on  the  17th  of  November  the 
Pruffians  were  defeated  near  Saar- 
.hruck  with  fome  lofs.  On  the  fuc- 
.  seeding  day  the  Pruffian  camp  at 
Bliefcaftel  was  Formed  and  taken 
by  the  republicans ;  and  immedi¬ 
ately,  under  the  command  of  ge¬ 
neral  Hoche,  who  it  is  faid  had 
formerly  officiated  in  the  humble 
capacity  of  a  poftillion,  they  ad¬ 
vanced  to  Deux  Ponts.  The  poll 
pf  Hornback,  and  the  heights  of 
Milkback,  were  carried  with  great 
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bravery  by  the  French,  and  the 
Pruffians  were  immediately  com-’ 
pelled  to  abandon  I>eux  Ponts, 

On  the  29IJ1  and  30th  of  No¬ 
vember  the  French  were  repulfed 
with  confiderable  lofs  in  two  fpi- 
rited  attacks  made  on  the  duke  of 
Brunfwick’s  polls  near  Lautern ; 
but  tbefe  were  more  than  compen- 
fated  by  the  fuccefs  of  the  republi¬ 
cans  under  general  Pichegru,  ort 
the  Bth  of  December,  who  carried 
with  fixed  bayonets  all  the  redoubts 
of  the  allies  which  covered  Ha- 
genau ;  and  on  the  2  2d  the  allies 
were  driven  with  an  immenfe 
flaughter  from  Bifchoiiers,  D‘uf* 
cheim,  and  Hagenau,  notwith- 
ftanding  the  almoft  continued 
works  by  which  they  had  covered 
the  line  which  joins  the  two  polls. 
The  entrenchments  on  the  heights 
of  Reifhoffen,  Jauderlhoffen,  and 
Freyewillers  Radneith,  are  faid  to 
have  been  not  lefs  formidable  than 
thofe  of  Jemappe,  and  formed 
three  rows  of  redoubts,  which  the 
allies  confider^fl  as  impregnable. 
They  were  however  fformed  by  the 
army  of  the'  Mofelle,  under  gene¬ 
ral  Hoche,  who  had  joined  Piche- 
grii  ;•  and  Carried  fword  in  handi 
On- the  23d  and  24th  the  French 
purfued  the  enemy  to  the  heights 
of  Wrotte,  where  they  had  alfo 
erected  moll  formidable  entrench¬ 
ments.  On  the  26th  general-  Pi5* 
chegru  prepared  to  attack  thefe 
entrenchments  fn  form ;  but  after 
a  fruitlefs  cannonade,  the  republi¬ 
can  foldiers  called  out  to  found  the 
charge,  and  marched  up  to  the  very 
foot  of  the  entrenchments.  A 
defperate  conflict  enfued,  which 
lafted  from  two  o’clock  in  the  af¬ 
ternoon  till  five.  At  half  pall  fix 
the  French  were  mailers  of  the 
heights,  and  at  ten  all  the  enemy’s 
polls  were  abandoned.  On  the 
27th  the  republican  army  entered 
Weiffembourg  in  triumph.  Gene- 
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r& l  Wurmfer  mack  good  his  retreat 
to  the  Rhine,  and  the  duke  of 
Brunfwick  haftily  retreated  to  cover 
Mentz.-  ,  n  ;;  >.  I 

The  prince  of  Hohenloe  had 
fumraoned  Landau  on  the  14th  pf 
December  ;  but  receiving  an  indig¬ 
nant  reply  from  the  commandant 
general  Laubadere,  the  Prufftan  ge¬ 
neral  Knobelfdorf  attempted  to  ef- 
tablifh  -an  intereourie  with  the  gar- 
rifon,  which  was  fpiritedly  rejected. 
In  cpnfequenee  of  the  retreat  of 
the  allies  the  fiege  was  railed. 
Keiferilautern,-  Guermerfheim,  and 
Spires  immediately  fubmitted  to 
the  French  in  coafequence  of-theib 

yi&ories.  ,  nsiickdcr  •  badadadw 

In  the  north  but  little  wasper? 
formed  on  either  fide,  during  the 
latter  part  of  the  campaign.  Oq 
the  19th  of  November  a  trilling 
Ikirmilh  took  place  between  a  part 
of  the  g-arrifon  of  Ypres,  and  a 
party  of  French  who  attempted  to 
eiiabiifh  the  mi  elves  at  foperinghue, 
from  which  they  were  dihodged 
with  the  lofs  of  45  prifoners,  On 
the  28th  of  the  fame  month,  they 
attacked  the  outpofts  of  the  duke 
of  York  at  Nechin  and  Liers,  bu£ 
were  repulfed  with  force  lofs  ;  and 
on  the  30th  were  again  unfuccefsfift 
in  an  attack  on  the  fame  polls. 

The  fiege  of  Toulon  was  com¬ 
menced  immediately  after  the  re¬ 
duction  of  Marfeilies.  On  the  8th 
ol  September  general  Cartaux  ar¬ 
rived  at  the  pafFes  of  Olioulles. 
The  Spaniards  and  Englilh  occu¬ 
pied  the  heights  On  the  right,  and 
the  rebels  thofe  on  the  left.  As 
foon  as  the  French  general  was  per¬ 
ceived  by  the  enemy,  he  was  falut- 
ed  by  a  general  ihout  of  Vive  bouts 
XVIby  and  by  a  difeharge  of  muf- 
ketry.  At  mid-day  he  ordered  the 
attack,  and  by  two  o’clock  the  ene- 
my  were  difperfed,  150  of  them 
being  killed  upon  the  fpot,  and  a 
wqmber  of  prifoners  taken  by  ge- 
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neral  Cartaux.  .On -thrift  of  Of 
tober  the  republican  troop?  .carried 
the  height?  ofPharon,  which  the 
Englilh  had  fortified  p  but  aftei  re* 
tabling  it  a  few  hours,  reinforce?! 
ments  arriving,,  they  were  forpec 
agauV'  tp  abandon  the  ppft*  Oil 
the  .14th  an  ajfiqty  took  place  be¬ 
tween  the  garrifop  jr  who  had  inarch¬ 
ed-  out  to  the  defence  of  the  re¬ 
doubt  of  Maibonfquet,  and.  the  ar¬ 
my  of  general  Cartaux^.  ip  which 
t  he ,  E ng liili  and  the  allies  loft,  about 
40  i^n)?ai}d,;ihe  French  about  30  ; 
no  return  wa^  however  made  by  the; 
Englilh  general  of  the  Tpulone&i 
who  left  in  the  action , 

Qn  4hc  "fu^ceeding  ^ay  Cape: 
B run  was  taken  with  great  bravery 
hy.i.W:-:r^ftblicaR.  troops, 5  and  at 
the  fame  time  a  detachment  from 
the  garnfou,  test  to  occupy. the 
heights  of  Thouars,  was  di  Hodge  <1, 
and  obliged  to  retreat  into  the 
town,  The  aft^S'  ?pft  m  both  ac¬ 
tions  q§grly  .400  mem,  :  ;  .  . 

In  the  beginning  of  November 
general  Cartaux  was  ordered  tp  tftc, 
command  of  tfte  army  in  .Italy*  and 
general  Dagobert  was  appointed  tp 
command  the  befieging  army,  at 
Toulon.  About  the  fame  period 
general  O’Hara  arrived  with  rein¬ 
forcements  from  Gibraltar  at  Ton,- 
Ion,  having  been  appointed  by 
Britannic  majefly’s  commiilion* 
governor  and  commander  ip  chief. 
On  the  30th  of  November-the  gar- 
rifon  made  a  vigorous  fortie  in  or- 
der  to  deilroy  feme  batteries  which 
the  enemy  were  ereHing  upon  per?;: 
tain  heights,  within  cannon  ihot  of 
the  city.  The  detachment?  fpnt 
for  this  purpofe  aceompliihed  it 
with  filence  and  fuecefe  j  and  the 
French  troops  were  furprited  and 
fled.  Elated  unfortunately  with 
the  facility  of  the  conqueil,  the  al¬ 
lied  troops  ru (hed  forward  in .  pur- 
fuit  qf  their  fly  ing  foes,  when  they- 
unexpe^cdly  epetHiiUcrpd  a  confik 
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leYabte  forc£  which  was  proceeding 
o  cover  the  retreat  of  the  fugitives,, 
\t  this  moment  general  O'Hara 
.rrived  Upon  the  fpct;  and  while  he 
vas  exerting  himfdf  to  bring  oft 
iis  troops  with  regularity,  he  re- 
reived  a  wound  in  his  arm,  and  was 
nade‘  prifoner  by  the  republicans, 
[t  is  faid  that  near  a  thou  find  of 
he  Britiifh  and  allied  forces  were 
tilled,  wounded,  or  taken  prifoners 
m  this  occafion.  '  "?T  ~  1 

Soon  after  the  capture  of  the 
Britifh  general  O'Hara,  the  city*  of 
Foulon  was  evacuated  by  die  allies, 
3n  the  morning  of  the  nineteenth 
>f  December,  the  attack  began  be¬ 
fore  all  the  republican  forces  had 
:ime  to  come  up*  It  was  chiefly 
ii  refled  agamft  an  Eaglifh  redoubt 
(Fort  Mulgrave)  which  command¬ 
ed  the  forts  of  PEguillette  and  Bat- 
aguier,  defended  by  more  than 
three  thoufand  men,  twenty  pieces 
uf  cannon,  and  feverat  mortars, 
rhis  formidable  pod  was  not  able 
to  re&ft  the  ardour  of  the  republi¬ 
can  army.  It  was  attacked  about 
live,  o'clock  in  the  morning,  and  at 
Sx  the  republican  flag  was  fly  ing 
upon  it.  This  fuccefs  cofl  the 
French  about'  two  hundred  men 
killed,  and  more  'than  five  hundred 
wounded.  The  allies  Toft  the  whole 
garrifon,  of  which  five  hundred 
were  prifoners,  including  eight  of¬ 
ficers  and  a  Neapolitan  prince.  The 
representatives  of  the  people  rufhed 
among  the  -feverai  columns,  and 
rallied  thofe  who  were  panic-ftmck 
far  an  inftaht. 

Dlfmayed  by  the  fuccefs  of  their 
enemies,  the  allies'  evacuated  the 
other  forts,  and  began  to  take 
meafures  for  removing  their  (hips 
out  of  the.  reach  of  the  (hot  and 
fliplls  .which  the  republicans  inceT- 
fandy  poured  upon  them.  More 
than  four  hundred  bfcan,  ftieep  and 
hogs,  with  large  quantities  of  fo- 
r^e  and  pro vifions  of  all'torts,  and. 
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more  than  an  hundred  pieces  of 
cannon,  fell  into  the  hands  of  the 
French. 

The  town  was  bombarded  from 
noon  till  tea  o’clock  the  fame  even¬ 
ing;  when,  the  allies,  and  part  of  the 
inhabitants,  having  firft  fet  fire  to 
the  town  and  flapping,  precipitated 
their  flight :  two,  chaloupes  filled 
with  the  fugitives  were  funk  to  the 
bottom  by  the  batteries.  The  pre¬ 
cipitation  with  which  the  evacua¬ 
tion  was  effected,  can  fed  a  great 
paft-  of  the  ftiips  and  property  to 
fall  into  the  hands  of  the  French, 
and  was  attended  with  the  moft 
melancholy  confequences  to  the 
wretched  inhabitants.  As  foon  as 
they  obferved  the  preparation  for 
flight,  they  crowded  to  the  fhores : 
they  demanded  the  protection 
which  had  been  promised  them  on 
the  faith  of  the  Britilh  crown.  A 
feene  of  confufion,  riot,  and  plun¬ 
der  en fued j  and  though  great  efforts 
were  made  to  tranfport  thousands 
of  the  people  to  the  (hips,  thou- 
fands  were  left  toi»ll  the  vengeance : 
of  their  enraged  countrymen.  Manv 
of  them  plunged  into  the  Tea,  and. 
made  a  vain  effort  to  fwirn  on  board 
the  fhips.  Others  were  feen  on  the 
beach  to  (hoot  themfelves,  that  they 
might  not  endure  the  fupenor  evil 
of  falling  into  the  hands. of  the  re¬ 
publicans.  During  ail  this,  the 
flames  were  fpreading  in  every  di¬ 
rection,  and  the  fhips  that  had  been  ’ 
fet  on  fire,  were  threatening  every’ 
inftant  to  explode,  and  blow  all 
around  them  into  the  air  This  is* 
but  a  faint  defeription  Of  the  foene 
on  fhore,  and  it  was  fcafcely  lets 
dreadful  op  board  the  ihips*  -Load¬ 
ed  with  the  moft  heterhgepeous 
mixture  of  all  nations,,  with  aged 
men  and  infants,  as  well  as  women ; 
with  the  Tick  from  all  the  hefpitals,- 
and  vvith  the' mangled  foldiers  from'' 
the  polls  juft  deferted  ,  their  wounds 
m  undreft ;  nothing  could  equal 
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the  horrors  of  the  fight,  except  the 
Hill  more  appalling  cries  of  diftra’c- 
tion  and  agony  that  filled  the  ear, 
for.hulbands,  fathers,  children,  left 
on  fliore. 

To  increafe  the  diftrefs,  they  were 
without  fnfficient  provifions  for  this 
mixed  and  helpiefs  multitude  of  hu¬ 
man  beings ;  and  fuch  as  they  had 
were  aim  oil  unfit  for  ufe. 

Of  thirty-one  flips  of  the  line 
which  the  English  found  at  Toulon, 
thirteen  were  left  behind,  nine  were 
burnt  at  Toulon,  and  one  at  Leg¬ 
horn  ;  and  four  lord  Hood  had  pre- 
vicufy  lent  awity  to  the  French 
ports  Brefl  and  Rochfort,  with  5000 
republican  feamen,  whom  he  was 
afraid  to  truft.  Great  Britain 
therefore  obtained,  by  an  immenfe 
profufion  of  blood  and  treafure 
which  the  Toulon  expedition  coft, 
only  three  flips  of  the  line  and 
'five  frigates,  which  were  all  that 
lord  Hood  was  able  to  cany  away. 

1  -v  The  war  on  the  fide  of  Spain  was 
'  productive  of  nothing  but  petty 
' fkirmifies,  not  worth  detailing; 
and  on  the  fide  of  Savoy  the  king 
of  Sardinia  appears  to  have  made 
but  a  flow  progrefs  in  recovering 
his  poffefuons,  which  the  Britifh 
miniftry  are  fo  generous  as  to  gua¬ 
ranty  to  him  at  an  immenfe  expence. 
On  the  27th  of  September  the 
Piedmontefe  were  reptilfed  in  at- 
,vtemptiiig  to  penetrate  between 
Mourienne  and  Brian^onnais.  The 
republicans  faw  them  fail  from  the 
top  of  the  mountains,  and  carried 
their  redoubts  with  the  bayonet. 
The  city  of  Cluz  was  then  in  the 
hands  of  the  French,  and  they  were 
proceeding  to  Salons.  In  the  mean 
time  an  Englifh  veffel  arrived  at 
Nice  with  a  flag  of  truce,  and  a 
proclamation  to  the  inhabitants,  ex¬ 
horting1  them  to  accept  the  royal 
conftitution  of  1789  ;  but  the  ma- 
giftrates  of  Nice  replied,  that 
French  republicans  would  never 


H  AND 

become  f  aveS,  and;  that  no  othc: 
anfvv'er  would  be  made  to  royalift 
except  from  the  mouths  of  cannon 

An  expedition  haef  been  plannee 
by  the  Britifli  g-overnment  for  tin 
purpofe  of.  co-operating  ‘  with  tin 
royaliil  party  oh  the  coaft  of  Bri 
tany,  and  the  Earl  of  Moira  wa 
appointed  to  the  command.  Th 
fcheme  however,  in  the  execution 
partook  of  that  general  imbecility 
which  appears  to  charadferize  a! 
the  meafures  of  the  prefent  admi 
niftration.  By  feme  uriexplainet 
caufes  the  .expedition  wras  delayet 
till  the  royalifts  were  complete!; 
fubdued ;  and  when  the  fleet  an< 
transports  appeared  off  the  coaft 
they  found  the  French  fo  far  pfe 
pared  for  their  reception,  that  i 
would  have  been  utter  r’aflmefs t< 
have  attempted  a  landing. 

Thus  ended  the  fecond  vain  an< 
yifionary  attempt  -  to  fnbjugat 
France.  We  cannot  confifteqtl 
with  truth,  or  as  impartial  fpedh 
tors  of  public  affairs,  complimen 
the  Britifli  miniftry  on  their  wifdor 
or  political  fagacity  in  engaging  i 
a  caufe,  which  the  great  militar 
powers  of  the  continent  had  aban! 
cloned  as  defperate.  To  thofe  wh 
can  imagine  that  the  war  was  noj 
fought  by  them,  we  only  recom 
mend  the  perufal  of  the  corre 
fpondence  between  the  Britifli  fei 
cretary  of  ftate  and  the  Frenc 
miniftry  ;  we  recommend  them  t 
inquire  into  the  objedt  of  M.  jyk 
ret’s  fecond  expedition  into  thi 
country, when  he  Was  ignominiouf 
difmiffed,  though  it  is  believed  the 
he  came  commifiioned  to  purchaj 
peace  and  friendftiip  with  the  E,r 
glifh  by  the  ceffion  of  fome  of  tnei 
moft  valuable  Weft  India  fettle 
ments.  We  recommend  to  thej 
perufal  the  unanf'wered  propofal  c 
.  Le  Brun,  even  after  hoftilities  ha 
commenced,  for  an  amicable  tei 
.  ruip^tioo  of  the  difference.  If  an 
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man  after  examining  thefe  fa&s, 
and  perilling  the  debates  of  parlia¬ 
ment,  fhall  Hill  be  convinced  that 

it  was  the  <wi(h  of  the  Britilh  mi- 
•  a 
nifter  to  avoid  a  <war  with  France, 

we  {hall  be  content  to  be  treated  as 

equally  deftitute  of  candour  and 

judgment. 

Had  Great  Britain  not  entered 
into  the  war,  but  treated  the  French 
from  the  firft  with  franknefs,  ho¬ 
nour,  and  humanity,  let  us  confider 
what  would,  have  been  the  probable 
confequences.  The  Britifh  cabinet 
in uft  have  acquired  fuch  an  afcend- 
ancy  over  the  French,  fhat  if  they 
could  not  have  fucceeded  in  the  im¬ 
mediate  reftoration  of  monarchy, 
they  might  at  leaft  have  prevented 
many  of  the  excefles  into  which 
the  French  have  fallen.  The  Gi¬ 
ronde  party j,_  fupported  by  fuch  an 
influence,  would  not  have  fallen  the 
victims  of  their  moderation  ;  the 
king  and  queen  would  both,  in  all 
probability,  have  been  at  this  mo¬ 
ment  alive,  and  at  eafe  in  fome  fo¬ 
reign  country  ;  not  indeed  enjoying 
the  pomp  of  royalty,  but  releafed 
from  its  cares.  The  Weft:  India 
iflands  would  have  been  ours,  with¬ 
out  the  expence  of  a  (hilling,  or 
the  lofs  of  a  man  ;  and  that  fatal 
decree  which  will  at  all  events  ren¬ 
der  the  pofleffion  of  them  (and  per¬ 
haps  of  our  own)  precarious  at  the 
belt,  and  replete  with  danger — we 
mean  the  decree  for  the  emancipa¬ 
tion  of  the  negroes — would  never 
n  have  been  palled. 

With  refpedt  to  ourfelves,  the 
confequences  of  our  neutrality  would 
have  been  ftiii  more  certain,  and 
wore  beneficial.  The  advocates 


for  the  war  are  really  the  worft 
enemies,  and  the  mod  violent  ac- 
cufers  of  miniftry,  by  the  argu¬ 
ments  they  allege  in  its  fupport. 
It  is  faid,  the  French  aimed  at  uni- 
verfal  monarchy,  and  that  there 
was  a  difaffefted  party  in  Great 
Britain. — But  was  it  the  way  to 
avoid  a  war,  diredtly  to  plunge  into 
it  ?  Was  it  the  way  to  counteract 
the  ambition  of  France,,  to  weaken 
ourfelves  ?  Or  are  the  laws  more 
readily  enforced,  and  the  difaffet- 
ed  and  feditious  more  eafily  re- 
ftrained,  in  a  time  of  external  trou¬ 
ble  and  calamity,  or  in  a  period  of 
peace  and  general  profperity  ? 

Had  we  preferved  our  neutrality, 
the  trade  of  the  whole  world  was  in 
our  hands.  While  France  was  ex- 
haufting  her  refources,  we  fhould 
have  been  increafing  ours  to  an  al- 
moft  infinite  extent.  The  feditious 
at  home  were  fubdued  from  the 
moment  of  the  loyal  aflfociations  ; 
and  if  miniftry,  after  that  decifive, 
proof  of  the  fpirit  of  the  nation, 
had  entertained  any  real  alarms, 
they  muft  have  been  even  weaker 
men  than  we  have  reprefented  them 
to  be. 

It  will  be  happy  for  Britain, 
and  for  Europe,  if  they  will  fee  in 
time,  and  repent  of  their  errors. 
Whatever  may  be  the  crimes  of  the 
French,  it  is  not  the  part  of  rea- 
fonable  creatures  to  ruin  ourfelves 
in  the  idle  attempt  to  punifh  them. 
By  oppofition  the  French  republic 
is  only  confolidated  ;  while,  if  left 
to  itfelf,  it  would  probably  be  foori 
annihilated,  from  the  mere  influ¬ 
ence  and  operation,  of  internal 
caufes# 
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PRINCIPAL  OCCURRENCES 

In  the  Year  1793. 


J  A  N  U  A  R  Y. 

THIS  day  came  on,  at  the 
fefflons-houfe,  on  Clerk- 
well  Green,  the  trial  of  a  bill- 
sker,  named  Carter,  for  a  fedi- 
us  libel,  entitled,  “  An  Addvefs 
>m  the  London  Correfponding 
ciety  to  the  other  Societies  in 
•eat  Britain,  united  for  the  Pur- 
fe  of  obtaining  a  Reform  in  Par- 
ment.”  It  was  proved  that  the 
fendant  had  pafted  up  this  ad¬ 
ds  in  a  public  dreet,  on  the  5th 
December  lad ;  the  jury  found 
n  guilty ;  the  court  fentenced 
n  to  fix  months  imprifonment, 
i  at  the  expiration  thereof  to  find 
:urity  for  his  good  behaviour  for 
e  year,  himfelf  in  one  hundred 
lands,  and  two  fureties  in  fifty 
unds  each. 

Edinburgh ,  Jan.  7.  This  day  the 
gh  Court  of  Judiciary  met  to 
aceed  in  the  trial  of  Mr.  James 
'tier,  chemid;  buthe  failing  to 
aear,  they  pronounced  fentence 
outlawry.  He  ftands  accufed  of 
npoling  or  writing  a  leditious 
d,  addrefted  u  to  the  People  and 
ir  Friends.” 

Edinburgh,  Jan .  8.  OnTuefday  the 
gh  Court  of  Judiciary  proceeded 
the  trial  of  John  Morton,  James 
iderfon,  and  Malcolm  Craig,  re¬ 
enters  in  Edinburgh,  accufed  of 
drig,  with  four  others,  who  were 
nitted  as  evidences,  gone  into 
:  Cadle,  on  the  evening  of  Sun¬ 


day,  the  1 8th  of  November  laft, 
vhlh  the  wicked  intention  of  re¬ 
ducing  the  foldiers  from  their  duty 
and  allegiance,  and  drinking  fedi- 
tious  toads.  The  pannels  pleaded 
not  guilty.  The  trial  laded  till  near 
nine  o’clock  at  night,  when  the  jury 
were  inclofed.  On  Wednefday  they 
returned  a  verdidt,  finding  unani- 
moufly,  the  libel  proven. 

8.  This  day  Daniel  Crichton 
was  tried  at  the  feflions-houfe  on. 
Clerkenwell  Green,  for  fpeaking 
the  following  feditious  and  treafon- 
able  words,  u  D — n  the  king — -we 
will  have  no  king.”  The  attorney- 
general,  who  opened  the  caufe, 
laid,  he  knew  that  a  deliberate  plan 
was  formed  to  didurb  the  peace 
and  overturn  the  government  of  the 
nation,  but  it  did  not  originate  in 
this  country.  The  plan  difcovered 
itfelf  in  various  ways,  by  inflamma¬ 
tory  hand-bills,  -by  fcribbling  upon 
walls,  and  bv  fhort  treafonable  fen- 

/  _  j  __ 

tences.  The  agents  of  rebellion 
mixed  themfelves  with  perfons  at 
all  the  public  places  of  refort ;  they 
were  to  be  found  at  coffee-houfes, 
Sec.  and  he  was  determined  to  exert 
himfelf  to  bring  them  to  condign 
punifhnaent.  Two  perfons  belong¬ 
ing  to  the  Tower  were  called  to 
prove  the  fpeaking  of  the  treafon¬ 
able  words.  They  faid  the  defen¬ 
dant,  accompanied  by  another  man, 
came  to  fee  the  Tower  ;  that  while 
they  were  fliewing  it  to  him,  he  re¬ 
peatedly  fpoke  the  -words  dated  in 
(A  2)  the 
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the  indi&ment,  and  added,  il  D — n 
your  G.  R.  we  have  no  king  in 
Scotland,  and  we  will  have  no  king 
in  England.”  He  appeared  to  be 
a  little  intoxicated.  — A  refpe&able 


able,  his  majeliy’s  fpeech  had  d< 
dared  the  furplus  of  the  public  r< 
venue  to  be  equal  to  a  fpirited  a 
mament,  and  therefore  no  reafc 
could  be  aligned  for  the  corpor; 


miriifter  of  the  church  of  Scotland  tion  giving  a  bounty  to  feame. 
appeared  on  behalf  ofthedefendant.  particularly  as  the  city’s  cafli  w 
He  Hid,  he  had  known  him  but  a  already  over-drawn  to  the  amou 
fhort  time,  but  had  heard,  and  ve-  of  near  thirty  thoufand  pound 
rily  believed,  that  he  was  a  young  that  the  foie  motive  of  the  app 
man  of  excellent  character.  lie  cation  to  the  court  appeared  to  b 
had„come  from  Scotland  to  improve  that  of  giving  popularity  to  part 
himfelf  in  his  bufinefs'  as  a  tallow-  cular  perfons,  and  to  obtain  indi 
chandler,  and, only  arrived  in  Lon-  redtly  a  fandfion  from  the  metr 
don  the  night  before  he  went  to  polis  of  the  empire  to  a  war,  the  wi 
the  T  ower  ;  that  he  expreffe.d  great  dom  and  advantage  of  which  \ve; 
forrow  for  what  he  had  done,  and  not  explained  ;  and  which,  in  i 
declared  that  he  was  fo  intoxicated  coniequences,  might  be  highly  ii 
as  to  be  uncori'fcious  of  what  he  jurious  to  the  beft  intereft  of  tl 
laid.  The  witnefs  added,  that  the  Britifh  empire.  Upon  the  fhow  « 
defendant  had  been  confined  in  the  hands,  the  lord  mayor  declared,  th 
word  part  of  Clerkenwell  prifon,  the  motion  was  carried.  But  fev 
loaded  with  irons,  among  the  felons,  ral  gentlemen  hinted,  that  tho 
The  court  fentenced  him  to  three  who  were  againft  the  motion  flio.u 
months  imprifcnment,  and  to  find  be  known,  and  that  nothing  wou 
fecurity  for  his  good  behaviour  for  contribute  fo  well  to  that  purpofe 
one  year,  himfelf  in  50I.  and  two  dividing'.  A  divifion  was  therefo 
fureties  in  25I.  each. 

10.  In  the  court  of  common 
council,  at  Guildhall,  London,  a 
motion  was  made  for  allowing,  out 
of  the  city  chamber,  by  way  of  ad¬ 
ditional  bounty,  the  fum  of  2,1.  to 
able,  and  il.  to  ordinary  feamen, 
who  fliould  voluntarily  enter  into 
his  majefty’s  fervice.  The  argu¬ 
ments  for  this  motion  went  upon 
the  general  ground  of  fupporting 
by  deed  what  had  been  fo  generally 
exprefled  in  words,  by  various  claf- 

fes  of  perfons  in  this  country — loy-  Thomas  Cobb,  a  boy  about 
alty  and  atfedtion  to  his  m  a  jelly,  nephew  of  Mary  Williams,-  had  1 


called  for,  and  in-lilted  upon.  Mai 
gentlemen  in  the  minority  thoug 
this  quite  mmecelfary,  and  thei 
fore  withdrew.  On  the  divillo 
the  numbers  were, 

For  the  motion  -  97 

Againll  it  -  -  "  4 

22.  On  Wednesday,  Mr.  Sib 
of  Chelfea,  and  his  fervant,  Ms 
Williams,  were  found  murdered 
his  dwelling-houfe;  and,  on  Frid; 
the  coroner's  inquelt  fat  on  t 
bodies ;  when  it  appeared,  tl 


and  confidence  in  his  niinifters. 
Upon  which  a  debate  arolL;  and 
the  previous  queftion  was  moved, 
on/ the  ground,  that  the  object  of 


both  the  deceafed  at  break  faft 


the  kitchen  \  that  returning  at  noi 


the  war  was  not  declared,  nor  the 


and  not  being  able  to  obtain  ; 
mittance,  he  went  in  at  the  kite! 
window,  when  he  faw  Mr.  Si 


neceikty  of  it  eyiuced  ;  that  France  lying  near  the  fire-place,;  groanii 
was  averle  to  war,  and  courted  con-  and  bis  aunt  lying  near  the  drel 
ciiiation, ;  that  if  a  war  were  inevit-  apparently  dead..  The  j  ury  brou 
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their  verdi&,  44  wilful  murder  by  he  put  upon  his  head,  and  tied:  a 
dons  unknowii.”  handkerchief  over  it ;  after  which, 

Mr.  Silva  was  a  Jew,  fuppofed  he  produced  a  paper,  entitled,  4  The 
have  much  money  in  his  houfe,  Petition  of  Iffael  Abraham  George 
d  was  almoft  fuperannuated.  Mr.  Gordon,  commonly  called  lord 
endez,  his  nephew,  who  lived  George  Gordon.’  He  laid,  the  pe¬ 
ar  Moorfields,  was  apprehended  tition  was  an  apologv  for  appearing 
fufpicion,  and  examined  in  Bow-  with  his  head  covered,  agreeably  to 
eet;  but  fome  refpedfable  wit-  the  cuftom  of  the  Jews.  By  a  con- 
ReS  appearing  to  his  charadler,  formitv  to  this  cuitom,  he  meant 
d  ftating  the  time  of  his  being  in  no  difrefpeft  to  the  court,  as  it 
oorfields,  when  the  murder  was  arofe  purely  from  the  tendernefs  of 
mmitted,  he  was  difcharged,  it  his  confcience,  fince  he  had  entered 
pearing  to  the  magiftrates,  at  that  into  4  the  holy  covenant  of  cir- 
ne,  to  be  an  alibi.  cumcifion.’  The  petition  was  read 

28/  Since  Mr.  Mendez,  who  had  by  the  officer  of  the  court,  and  con- 
en  apprehended  on  fufpicion  of  tained  many  arguments  drawn  from 
e  murder  of  his  uncle,  w^as  dif-  the  Jewifh  writers,  in  favour  of  ap- 
arged,feveral  circumffiancescame  pearing  with  his  head  covered  be¬ 
lt,  which  revived  the  fufpicions  fore  all  men.  —  The  fentence  againft 
at  he  was  the  adtual  perpetrator  him  for  the  libels,  was,  according 
the  murder;  and  it  was  intended  to  his  requeft,  publicly  read;  after 
Jaave  him  apprehended  again,  which  he  read  a  written  paper,  the 
it  he  was  found  dead  in  his  bed  fubftance  of  which  was,  that  he  had 
t  Wednefday  morning,  and  filf-  been  imprifoned  for  live  years, 
cions  of  fuicide  having  arifen,  his  among  murderers,  thieves,  &c.  and' 
>dy  was  opened  on  Saturday,  and  that  all  the  confolation  he  had,  arofe 
arly  half  a  pint  of  arfenic  found  from  his  trull  in  God  ;  that  he  was 
his  belly ;  on  which  the  coro-  compelled  to  find  fecurity  for  his 
r’s  inqueff  brought  in  their  ver-  good  behaviour  for  14  years,  him- 
ft  feio  de  fe,  and  he  was  buried  in  felf  in  5000I.  and  two  fureties,  in 
Ihopfgate-ftreet,  near ,  the  new  .2300I.  each.  He  faid,  that  lord 
>ening.  '/  Kenyon,  who  had  been  his  counfel 

29.  Yefterday,  being  the  day  on  when  he  was  tried  for  high  treafon, 
hich  the  imprifonment  of  lord  well  knew  the  amount  of  his  in- 
eorge  Gordon  expired,  he  was  come.  He  had  only  an  annuity  of 
ought  from  Newgate  into  the  five  hundred  a  year,  which  was  not 
*urt  of  King’s  Bench,  accompa-  affignable,  but  granted  merely  for 
ed  by  the  keeper,  two  men  as  his  his  aliment.  He  was  obliged  to  his 
il,  and  feveral  Jews.  He  had  a  brother,  the  duke  of  Gordon,  for 
rge  douched  hat  on  his  head,  a$d  the  loan  of  $ool.  with  which  he 
beard  of  enormous  length.  J-Ie  wras  then  ready  to  pay  the  fine 
ts  ordered  to  take  off  his  hat,  amounting  to  that  film.  He  had 
hich  he  refufed.  The  court  di-  direfted  his  attorney,  Mr.  Godfrey, 
ffied  the  cryer  to  take  it  off,  which  to  adopt  the  necefiary  meafures  to 
:  did  accordingly.  Lord  George  obtain  his  legal  enlargement.  For 
fred  the  courY  to  take  notice,  this  purpofe  there  were  two  perfons 
^t  his  hat  had  been  taken  off  by  in  court  ready  to  become  his  bail, 
°ience.  He  then  deliberately  took  who  w ere  men  of  unqueflionable 
ft  of  his  pocket  a  white  cap,  which  integrity.  One  was  brands  Collins, 

(A  3)  a  hat  * 
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a  hat-maker,  and  the  other  John 
Barnard,  gentleman. 

The  attorney-general  objected  to 
the  bail;  and  lord  Kenyon  told 
lord  George,  that  the  court  were 
bound  to  fee  that  the  bail  were 
good  men,  in  point  of  refponfi- 
bility.  An  affidavit  was  produced 
by  Mr.  White,  Solicitor  to  the  trea- 
fury,  by  which  it  appeared,  that 
both  the  bail  were  infufficient ;  that 
John  Barnard  was  only  a  cart  num- 
berer,  or  carman’s  book-keeper, 
and  earned  but  12s.  per  week.  The 
bail  were  both  rejected,  and  lord 
George  was  remanded,  till  he  could 
procure  better  bail. 

30.  Yefterday,  the  attorney-ge¬ 
neral  prayed  the  judgment  of  the 
court  of  King’s  Bench,  upon  Pa¬ 
trick  William  Duffin  and  Thomas 
Lloyd,  who  had  been  convidled  of 
a  confpiracy  to  effedt  their  own, 
and  the  efcape  of  the  other  pri- 
foners,  confined  for  debt  in  the 
Fleet- prifon,  and  for  that  purpofe 
affixing  a  libellous  hand-bill  upon 
the  chapel  door,  beginning  with  the 
words:  ‘This  houfe  to  let,  &c.’ 
See  Fol.  XIII.  p.  (37). 

The  court  were  of  opinion,  that 
a  diftindlion  ought  to  be  made  be- 
tween  the  punifhment  of  the  pri- 
foners.  Lloyd  had  condudted  him- 
felf  with  a  criminal  effrontery  that 
befpoke  no  compundfion  of  heart, 
but  Duffin  had  behaved  with  a  pro¬ 
priety  and  decency  becoming  his 
fituation  as  a  prifoner. 

The  court  fentenced  Thomas 
Lloyd  to  be  imprifoned  in  New¬ 
gate  for  the  term  of  three  years, 
and  during  that  time  to  Hand  once 
in  the  pillory  at  the  Royal  Exchange, 
at  the  expiration  of  his  imprifon- 
nient  to  find  fecurity  for  his  good 
behaviour  for  five  years,  himfelf  in 
500I.  and  two  fureties  in  250I.  each. 

Patrick  William  Duffin  was  fen¬ 
tenced  to  be  imprifoned  in  the  New 
Compter  for  the  term  of  two  years, 


and  to  find  fecurity  for  his  good  be 
viour  for  two  years,  himfelf  in  2c 
and  his  two  fureties  in  iool.  eac 
Dublin ,  Jan .  14.  Intelligence 
been  received  from  Kells,  that 


Monday  morning,  about  500 


thofe  deluded  infurgents,  who  < 
themfelves  defenders,  aftembled  n 
Bailyborough,  in  order,  as  ufual. 
plunder  the  neighbouring  gen 
.  men’s  houfes  of  arms,  &c.  J 
rev.  Mr.  Young,  a  magiftrate,  w 
a  few  friends,  and  a  fmall  part 
the  army,  proceeded  to  the  pi; 
where  this  illegal  meeting  was  he. 
on  their  arrival,  the  magiftrate 
dered  the  infurgents  to  difper 
which  order  not  being  obeyed, 
read  the  riot  a£t,  and  again  1 
drefted  them  in  the  moft  cone 
ating  terms ;  his  advice  was  treal 
with  derifton,  and  his  party  w 
infult ;  the  magiftrate  threaten 
the  execution  of  the  law  if  tl 
perfifted.  His  party  was  then 
faulted ;  the  military  were  coi 
manded  to  fire ;  the  mob  return 
the  fire,  but  immediately  after  fie 
eighteen  of  this  banditti  were  kilk 
five  taken  up  mortally  woundf 
and  feveral  apprehended,  who  we 
efcorted  to  the  gaols  of  Cavan  a; 
Trim. 

31.  A  dreadful  fire  broke  out 
little  before  four  o’clock  this  mor 
ing,  at  lady  Dover’s,  in  Hill-ftre 
Berkeley-fquare,.  which  deftroy 
that  houfe,  and  damaged  the  a 
joining  one.  It  was  ydth  great  d 
faculty  that  the  lives  of  lady  D6v 
and  her  niece,  the  bafonefs  Hor 
pefch,  who  was  in  the  houfe,  we 
faved.  They  were  taken  but  attl 
windows  of  the  upper  rooms  by  tv 
fervants  belonging  to  Mr.  Cafwt 
and  captain  Balfour,  at  the  rifk  i 
their  lives.  A  maid  fervant  jumpc 
out  of  a  two-pair  of  flairs  windo\ 
broke  her  thigh,  and  is  fince  dea 
No  other  life  was  loft ;  but  til 
young  lady  is  much  burnt,  as  tl 
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James  had  fpread  far  into  the  room 
vhere  fhe  was,  before  file  could  be 
aken  out. 

;  FEBkUAR  Y. 

12.  This  day,  in  the  court  of 
ICing’s-bench,  the  rev.  Richard 
Burgh,  James  Davis,  J.  Cummings, 
Fhomas  Townlv  M‘Can,  and  John 
Bourne,  who  had  been  convidted  of 
i  confpiracy  to  effedt  their  own 
ind  the  efcape  of  the  other  prifon- 
?rs  confined  for  debt,  and  for  that 
jurpofe  attempting  to  blow  up  the 
vails  of  the  King’s-bench  prifon, 
,vere  feverally  fentenced  to  three 
/ears  imprifonment,  in  different 
raols,  at  the  expiration  of  which 
(hey  are  to  find  fecurity  for  their 
rood  behaviour  for  three  years ; 
Burgh  in  2ool.  and  two  fureties  in 
iooi.  each;  and  the  other  prifoners 
n  iool.  each,  and  two  fureties  in 
:q1.  each. 

■  Whitehall,  Feb.  1%.  A  convention 
brthe  final  adjuftmentoftheNootka 
tlaims,  was  this  day  figned  at  White¬ 
hall,  between  fir  Ralph  Woodford, 
oart. *  commiflary  and  yplenipoten- 
:iary  on  the  part  of  his  majefty,  and 
by  dan  Manuel  de  las  Heras,  his 
catholic  nyajefty’s  commiflary  and 
plenipotentiary.  [Fbe  fum  Jlipu- 

lated  to  be  paid  by  Spain,  be  fide  the 
'■ ejlitution  of  the  vtjjels ,  is  210,000 

dollars.  J 

16.  In  the  court  of  King’s-bench, 
lord  Kenyon  laid  down  an  import- 
apt  rule  for  the  regulation  of  the 
condudt  of  attornies.  His  lordfliip 
faid,  he  verily  believed  that  the  ma¬ 
jority  of  attornies  were  honourable 
men,  and  of  fervice  to  the  com¬ 
munity  ;  but  there  were  many  others 
who  were  the  greateft  pelts  to  fo- 
ciety.  He  defired  attornies  to  take 
notice,  that  they  were  bound  to 
give  their  clients  the  belt  advice  in 
their  power,  and  to  conduit  the 
C^ufes  enfrufted  to  them  as  if  they 


(71 

were  their  own.  If  an  attorney, 
inftead  of  honeltly  and  fairly  ad- 
vifing  his  clients,  advifed  them  to 
profecute  groundlefs  or  frivolous 
actions,  for  the  fake  of  the  colts,  all 
fuch  attornies  would  be  compelled 
to  pay  the  expences  themfelves. 

Glafgow ,  Feb.  16.  Yefterday  morn¬ 
ing,  between  four  and  five,  the  fef- 
fion-houfe  at  the  weft  end  of  the 
Tron  church,  which  has  for  a  con~ 
fiderable  time  paft  been  occupied, 
during  the  night,  as  a  guard-room, 
by  the  guard  of  citizens,  was  dif- 
covered  to  be  on  fire.  The  flames 
had  burft  through  the  roof  before 
the  fire  was  perceived,  and  commu¬ 
nicating  to  the  church,  raged  with 
fuch  violence  as  to  preclude  all  hope 
offavingthe  building.  The  efforts 
of  the  firemen  and  other  inhabitants 
were  therefore  folely,  and  fucceff- 
fullv,  directed  to  the  prefervation 
of  the  adjacent  buildings.  By  feven 
o’clock  the  feffion-houfe  and  church 
were  completely  deftroyed.  The 
records  of  the  prefbytery  and  fef- 
fion  of  Glafgow,  fince  the  year 
1582,  which  were  depofited  in  the 
feffion  houfe,  are  almoft  entirely 
loll.  About  ten  volumes  of  the 
prefbytery  records,  which  had  been 
miffing  for  upwards  of  a  century, 
Vwere  accidentally  recovered  within 
thefe  twelve  months.  The  church 
was  rebuilt  in  the  year  1592. 

21.  This  day  a  refpedtable  meet¬ 
ing  was  held  at  the  Crown  and  An¬ 
chor  tavern,  purfuant  to  advertife- 
ment,  for  the  purpofe  of  confides 
ing  on  a  plan  to  reward  failors  and 
foldiers  who  fhould  be  maimed  in 
the  prefent  war  5  and  to  raife  a  fund 
for  the  widows  and  orphans  of  fuch 
failors  and  foldiers  who  fell  in  the 
fervice  of  their  country.  William 
Devaynes,  efq.  M.  P.  was  called  to 
the  chair,  and  a  committee  of  25 
gentlemen  were  appointed  to  con¬ 
duct  the  bufinefs. 

-(A  4) 
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21.  On  Tuefaay  was  tried  before 
lord  Kenyon  and  a  fpecial  jury,  an 
indictment  againft  Thomas  Dow¬ 
ling,  for  wilful  and  corrupt  per¬ 
jury,  in  the  evidence  he  gave  at  the 
Old  Bailey,  on  the  trial  of  captain 
Kimber,  charged  with  the  murder 
of  a  negro  girl.  See  Vol.  XIII. 

p-  (2?)\  '  ’*  .  '  •  I  4? 

The  indictment  contained  forty- 

three  aflignments  of  perjury.  There  ■ 
were,  however,  only  two  to  which 
the  attention  of  the  jury  was  di¬ 
rected.  The  firfl  charged  the  de- 
fendant  with  having  falfelv  fworn, 
that  captain  Kimber  treated  the  girl 
with  great  cruelty ;  that  he  fuf- 
pended  her  by  the  arms  and  legs, 
flogged  her  himfeD,  and  by  his  bar¬ 
barous  treatment,  a  diforder  was 
brought  upon  her  which  led  to,  and 
terminated  in  her  death.  The  fe- 
cond  charge  was,  that  the  defendant 
falfely  fvyore,  that  he  never  declared 
to  any  perfon,  that  he  would  be  re¬ 
venged  upon  captain  Kimber,  and 
work  his  ruin.  To  this  charge  only 
t.ie  evidence  applied. 

Three  witneffes  were  examined 
in  fun  port  of  the  profecution,  the 
fabf  lance  of  whofe  evidence  was, 
tiat  the  defendant  had  declared  in 
their  prefence  and  hearing,  that 
captain  Kimber  had  grofsly  ill- 
treated  him  on  board  the  fbip  Re¬ 
covery,  of  which  the  captain  was 
commander,  and  the  defendant  fur- 
geon ;  that  he  had  deprived  him  of 
a  privdeged  have,  by  allowing  him 
only  on**  Tide  id  of  two:  and  that 
he  wo.  id  be  revenged  on  him,  and 
wora  his  ruin  feme  way  or  other. 

Three  wit ue ties  were  called  for 
the  defendant,  to  prove  that  two 
o:  the  witiieffes  for  the  crown  cyght 
not  to  be  bereved  on  their  oaths: 
but  their  evidence  related  only  to 
f  me  -  rivate  and  pecuniary  train- 

‘  C\  *  V  .  >  - 
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Mr.  Wilberforce  was  examined 
who  Hated,  that  the  defendant  die1 
not  voluntarily  offer  himfelf  to  hin 
as  a  witnefs,  refpedting  the  crueltiej 
attending  any  part  of  the  flavj 
trade,  but  that  he  had  fent  for  him; 
in  confequence  of  his  hearing  thai 
he  could  communicate  fome  infor! 
mation  relative  to  a  tranfa£tion  thb 
had  happened  upon  the  coafl  c 
Calabar. 

Lord  Ken  von  having  fummedu; 

•  *  •  ^  -  ’  . 
the  evidence,  the  jury,  after  a  fhoi 

deliberation,  brought  in  their  vei 

didt,  guilty. 

And  yefterday  came  on,  befor* 
lord  Kenyon,  the  trial  of  Stephej 
Devereux,  for  perjury,  charged  tj 
have  been  committed  by  him,  o 
the  trial  of  captain  Kimber,  at  th 
Old  Bailey.  Some  witneffes  hayin 
been  called  to  prove  the  exanf 
nation  of  the  defendant  before  f 
Sampfon  Wright,  his  examinatio 
at  the  Old  Bailey,  and  other  ma 
ters,  and  feveral  witneffes  heard  c 
the  part  of  the  defendant,  lord  Kei 
yon,  with  much  propriety,  ftoppe 
the  further  progrefs  of  the  cauf 
giving  it  as  his  opinion,  that  ti 
e  vidence  for  the  profecution  was  : 
mainly  fhaken  bv  that  brought  fo 
ward  on  the  part  of  the  defendanj 
that  he  mull  neceffarily  be  acqui!1 
ted and  the  jury  agreeing  with  h| 
lordfhip  in  opinion,  immediate 
brought  in  a  verdict  of — not  guilt 

22.  On  T  uefday,  Dugald  Cam] 
bell,  charged  with  having  given  fal 
characters  to  men  fervants, 
brought  before  the  right  hon.Th' 
raas  Harley  and  fir. benjamin  Han 
met.  Three  gentlemen  attended  i! 
examination,  who  had  received  fal 
characters.  The  firft  was,  W'illia 
Beverley,  efq.  of  Charlotte-fire* 
Rathbone-place  ;  the  fecond,  Jot 
Campbell, efq.  of  Soho-fquare.(  TI 
latter  aepo  fed,  that  hehad  hired  a  fe 

'  '  ■  •.  '  ■  '  f:  ■  va 


1793:1  °  c  c  u  R 

vant  fome  time  ago,  and  was  directed 
for  a  character  to  the  prifoner,  who 
then  went  by  the  name  of  Mr. 
Smollet,  a  Scotch  merchant.  The 
third  that  appeared  againft  him,  was 
Charles  Blicke,  efq.  of  South  Lam¬ 
beth,  who  depofed,  that  he  hired  a 
fervant,  who  diredled  him  to  his 
pretended  mailer,  which  was  the 
prifoner,  and  who,  at  the  time  he 
applied  for  his  character,  went  un¬ 
der  the  title  of  fir  Cormack  Mac- 

i V  'up 

kenzie,  a  Scotch  baronet.  The 
prifoner  was  convidled  in  the  pe¬ 
nalty  of  20I.  for  each  offence;  and 
not  paying  the  fame,  lie  was  com¬ 
mitted  to  the  New  Compter. 

,  Dublin ,  Feb.  21.  As  a  party  of 
the  Dublin  Rangers  volunteer  corps 
were  palling  through  Capel-flreet, 
under  arms,  they  were  accoiled  by 
ihe  high  -conftable  of  the  Dublin 
police,  attended  by' one  of  the  in- 
.fpedlo’rs,  who,  feizino  one  of  them, 
attempted  to  apprehend  him.  This 
Vas  refented  by  one  of  the  volun¬ 
teer’s  comrades,  by  a  Broke  with 
fhe  butt  end  of  his  firelock.  The 
volunteers  then  proceeded  to  a  tea- 
houfe  at  Driimcondra,.  where  they 
Tad  agreed  to  breakfafi:.  Jn  the 
.vriiean  time,  the  police-officer  went 
to  the  caille,  where  a  ftrong  guard 
*  from  the  piquet  barrack,  in  the 
lower  yard,  and  the  horfe  troop,  were 
^immediately  turned  out,  and  a  ma- 
vgifirate  being  procured  to  head 
;Khem,  they  proceeded  to  refent  the 
outrage  committed  on  the  peace- 
officer.;  for  which  purpofe  they 
i  Torched  to  Drumcondra.,  palling 
the  ho ufe  where  the  Volunteers 
were  at  breakfafi :  thefe  lafi,  pru¬ 
dently  availing  themfelves  of  the 
inattention  of  the  military,  marched 
quietly  back  to  town  and  difperfed. 
*.  Thus  ended  an  affair  that  for  three 
hours  filled  Dublin  with  inexpref- 
|ible  anxietv. 

zb.  On  Saturday,  Tho.  Spence, 
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wdio  keeps  a  book- flail  at  the  top  of 
Chancery-lane,  was  tried  at  the  fef- 
fions-lioufe  at  Clerkenwell,  for  pub- 
li  filing  a  certain  feditious  book,  en¬ 
titled  4  The  Rights  of  Man,  Part 
the  Second,  written  by  Thomas 
Paine.’  By  a  flaw  in  the  indidt- 
ment,  he  was  acquitted. 

William  Holland,  printfeller  in 
Oxford-llreet,  was  alfo  tried  for 
publiltiing  a  certain  feditious  pam¬ 
phlet,  entitled,  4  An  Addrefs  to  the 
Addreflers,  on  the  late  Proclama¬ 
tion/  and  was  found  guilty.  The 
court  fentenced  him  to  be  impri- 
foned  one  year,  pay  a  fine  of  iocL 
and  find  fecurity  for  his  good  be¬ 
haviour  for  one  year,  from  the  ex¬ 
piration  of  his  imprifonment ;  him- 
felf  in  the  fum  of  200I.  and  two  le- 
curities  in  the  fum. of  iool.  each. 

27.  Yeflerday  was  tried,  before  lord 
Kenyon,  in  the  court  of  King’s- 
’^ench,  an  adlion  brought  bv  Mr. 
Campbell,  an  officer  in  the  army, 
a  gain  11  Mr.  Hook,  another  officer 
in  the  army,  for  criminal  conver¬ 
sation  with  the  plaintiff’s  wife.  The 
defendant  was  her  uncle,  her  mo¬ 
ther’s  brother.  He  v Hired  her  at 
her  mother’s  houfe,  and  there  the 
criminal  intercourfe  commenced. 
The  hulhand,  at  this  time,  was  in 
the  fervice  of  the  Eall  India  com¬ 
pany:  it  was  in  the  year  178S.— 
The  criminal  intercourfe  being 
'proved,  the  jury  brought  in  a  ver- 
di£t  for  the  plaintiff}  with  three 
thculand  pounds  damages. 

Cnarlejtcn ,  South  Carolina ,  Jan. 
ip  The  iegiflature  of  this  Hate 
palTed  a  law  on  the  2 ill  ult.  pro¬ 
hibiting  the  importation  of  negroes 
thereinto,  for  the  period  of  two 
years  from  the  4ft  of  the  prefent 
month,  when  the  lall  prohibitory 
abl  expired. 

Kin  ion.  St.  Vincent,  Jan.  26.  On, 
Thurfday,  the  Providence,  captain 
Bligh,  and  the  Aflifiaiice,  captain 

Left- 
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Portlock,  arrived  here  from  Ota- 
heite.  They  failed  from  England 
on  the  2d  of  Auguft  1791,  arrived 
at  Otaheite  the  10th  of  April  fol¬ 
lowing,  where  they  remained  till 
the  1 9th  of  J uly,  and  having  effected 
the  objedt  of  their  voyage,  left  that 
Eland  in  perfedt  health,  and  arrived 
at  St.  Helena  the  1 7th  of  December, 
whence  they  had  only  a  paffage  of 
Iwenty-feven  days  here.  It  mud 
afford  no  fmall  pleafureto  the  inha¬ 
bitants  of  this  part  of  the  world,  to 
learn,  that  300  bread-fruit  plants 
have  been  landed  here,  in  excellent 
order,  for  the  purpofe  of  being  dis¬ 
tributed  among  the  different  iflands; 
but  our  grateful  acknowledgments 
are  particularly  due  to  our  beloved 
fovereign,  who,  ever  mindful  of  the 
wants  of  his  fubjedts,  diredled  this 
beneficial  undertaking.  The  re¬ 
mainder  of  the  plants,  amounting 
to  an  equal  number,  are  intended 
for  Jamaica,  whither  capt.  Bligh 
will  proceed  in  a  day  or  two,  and 
thence  return  to  England.  A  num¬ 
ber  of  other  valuable  plants  are 
brought  by  captain  Bligh,  and  foine 
of  the  mo.it  delicious  fruits. 

Captain  Bligh  has  on  board  two 
men,  natives  of  Otaheite,  going  to 
England  with  him. 

Captain  Bligh  went  out  and  re¬ 
turned  by  the  Cape  of  Good  Hope. 
He  alfb,  in  his  return®  called  at 
Timor,  and  came  through  the  here¬ 
tofore  unexplored  ft r ait  between 
New  Guinea  and  New  Holland, 
which,'  we  underhand,  has  been 
named  Providence  Straits.  This 
paffage  is  mentioned  as  extremely 
perilous,  and,  inftead  of  being, 
as  was  fuppofed  and  laid  down, 
clear  and  open,  was  full  of  flioals, 
rocks,  and  fmall  Elands.  The 
Providence  and  Ailiftance  were  re¬ 
peatedly  in  the  moft  imminent 
■danger  of  being  loft,  and  though 
the  diftance,  in  good  fea  room,  might 
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be  run  in  a  couple  of  days,  fo  flow 
was  their  progrefs,  that  it  took 
twenty-one  to  get  through  it.  At 
times  they  could  not  run  more  than 
five  miles  a  day,  and  they  loft  fpme 
anchors.  Some  of  the  iflands  in 
this  ftrait  are  inhabited},  and  a  cpm-j 
munication  was  held  with  the  na¬ 
tives,  who  appeared  friendly  ;  buf, 
on  a  fudden,  a  number  of  canoes 
put  off,  and  approaching  ,  clofe  •  to 
the  Affiftance,  threw  in  a  volley  of 
arrows,  by  which  one  man  was  kil¬ 
led,  and  two  dangeroufly  wounded. 
They,  however,  retired  very  pre¬ 
cipitately,  on  the  Providence  firingj 
at  them  and  ftriking  one  of  the  ca-s 
noes,  by  which  fome  were  killed. 

It  was  in  this  ftrait  the  Pandora: 
frigate  was  loft;  and  it  is  conjec¬ 
tured  that  M.  de  la  Peyroufe  pe-! 
rifhed  there.  s  >:  j 

There  are  on  board,  the  Provi-u 
dence  part  of  the  crew  of  the  fliip 
Matilda,  a  whaler  belonging  to  Lon^ 
don,  which  was  wrecked  in  the 
South  Seas,  and  had  got  to  Otaheite 
in  their  boats.  No  account  could 
be  collected  of  the  Bounty,  Only 
one  man  died  of  difeafe  during  the 
voyage.  The  ajfembly,  which  met 
on  Wednefday,  came  to  an  unani-* 
mous  refolution,  in  confequence  of 
the  unparalleled  fufferings  of  cap^ 
tain  Bligh  in?  his  firft  voyage,  ancl 
his  unwearied  perfeverance  to  the 
final  accomplifliment  of  his  object* 
to  prefent  him  with  a  piece  of  plate, 
of  the  value  of  one  hundred  guineas, 
as  a  mark  of  the  fenfe  this  iiland 
entertains  of  his  diftinguifhed  merit; 
and  an  addrefs  to  his*majefty  alfo 
palfed  both  houfes,  expreffive  of 
their  loyalty  and  firm  attachment 
to  the  conftitution. 

MARCH.  4 

2.  A  cheap  baker  was  brought 
before  William  Spice,  efq.  jnayor 
of  Rochefter,  for  felling  eleven 

loaves* 
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Joaves,  to  as  many  foldiers  in  the 
North  Hants  Militia,  27  ounces  de¬ 
ficient  in  weight.  On  his  convic¬ 
tion,  and  half  the  forfeit-money  be¬ 
ing  offered  to  the  complainants, 
they  refilled  it;  defiring  the  mayor 
t(  would  give  it  to  the  poor,”  faying, 

we  do  not  profecute  for  money, 
i)Ut  for  juftice.” 

5.  On  Saturday,  a  marble  ftatue 
.of  the  late  Mr.  Jofhua  Ward  was 
placed  in  the  great  room  of  the  fo- 
ciety  for  the  encouragement  of  arts, 
jnanufact ures,  and  commerce.  This 
ftatue,  presented  by  Ralph  Ward, 
of  Wimpole-ftreet,  efq.  is  the  chef 

d’oeuvre  of  fignor  Carlini,  and  re- 
*  •  •  •  % 
fieds  the  higheft  honour  on  that  in¬ 
genious  artift.  It  is  with  peculiar 
propriety  preferved  in  the  focietv’s 
collection,  as  this  country  owes  to 
Mr.  Ward  the  introduction  of  the 
art  of  obtaining  the  vitriolic  acid 
from  fulphtir  at  a  cheap  rate,  and 
in  large  quantities,  for  the  ufe  of 
bleachers,  and  other  manufacturers ; 
to  which,  in  a  great  meafure,  may 
be  attributed  the  amazing  increafe 
of  the  linen  and  cotton  works  of 
|his  kingdom. 

I  Dublin,  March  2.  Yefterday  in  the 
houfe  of  lords,  the  hon.  Simon  But¬ 
ler  and  Mr.  Oliver  Bond,  having- 
been  fummoned  to  appear,  in  con- 
fequence  of  a  paper  publi  hied  by 
the  United  Irifhmen,  animadverting 
pn  the  conduct  of  the  fecret  com¬ 
mittee  of  the  houfe  of  lords,  they 
appeared  accordingly,  and  on  being 
queftioned,  avowed  the  publication, 
and  afferted  that  it  contained  nothing 
illegal  or  unconflitutional.  After 
this  declaration,  they  were  ordered 
to  withdraw  for  a  while  ;  in  the 
mean  time,  the  houfe  voted  the  pa¬ 
per  in  queftion  a  fcandalous  libel 
on  their  privileges;  and,  on  the 
motion  of  the  earl  of  Weftmeath, 
ordered  that  the  parties  thou  Id  be 
lined  500I.  and  confined  fix  months. 


Mr.  Sutler  and  Mr.  Bond  were 
then  ordered  to  the  bar.  The  chants 
cellor  pronounced  the  fentence  of 
the  houfe,  and  they  were  immedi¬ 
ately  conducted  to  Newgate  by  al¬ 
derman  Warren  and  black  rod. 

6.  This  day  a  common  hall  was 
held  at  Guildhall,  fox  the  election 
of  a  reprefentative  in  parliament 
for  this  city,  in  the  room  of  Brook 
Watfon,  efq.  who,  on  being  ap¬ 
pointed,  from  half- pay,  commifiary- 
general  of  the  forces  ferving  abroad, 
had  vacated  his  feat,  by  accepting 
the  Chiltern  hundreds,  in  order 
that  the  city  might  be  fully  repre- 
fented.  The  candidates  were,  Mr. 
alderman  Newnham  and  Mr.  aider- 
man  Anderfon,  when  the  flieriffs 
reporting  the  number  of  hands  to 
be  in  favour  of  the  latter,  he  was 
declared  duly  elected. 

Dover,  Mdrch  6.  This  afternoon 
arrived  fixteen  French  prifoners 
from  Rye,  on  their  road  to  Deal. 
They  were  conducted  by  a  party 
of  the  Berkfhire  militia,  commanded 
by  the  earl  of  Barrymore.  The 
whole  party  halted  at  the  turnpike 
at  the  top  of  Folkflone-hill,  and 
took  fome  refrefliment ;  but  a  me¬ 
lancholy  accident  befel  his  lordfhip, 
on  regaining  his  feat  in  his  gig; 
for  his  fuzee,  which  he  carried  with 
him,  unfortunately  went  off,  and- 
iliot  him  through  the  head.  Colonel 
St.  John,  of  the  Queen’s  regiment, 
who  happened  to  be  near  the  fpot, 
fent  immediately  to  Folkftone  for 
a  furgeon,  but  his  lordfhip  died  a 
few  minutes  after  he  arrived. 

Dublin,  March  $.  Yefierday  morn¬ 
ing,  fixteen  gentlemen  belonging  to 
the  lawyers  volunteer  corps,  in  co¬ 
loured  clothes,  on  horfeback,  each 
attended  by  two  fervants,  brought 
the  cannon  belonging  to  their  body, 
from  its  park  at  Clandalkin  to  the 
Cafcle^  where  it  was  received  from 
them  by  a  detachment  of  the  roval 

re- 
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regiment  of  artillery  drawn  up  for 
the  purpofe  at  the  ordnance  gate, 
when  after  paying  thefe  gentlemen 
military  honours,  they  were  politely 
entertained  at  breakfali  by  captain 
Packenham. 

La  ft  Saturday  a  party  of  horfe, 
under  the  direction  of  the  chief 
commiffioners  of  police,  marched 
from  this  city  to  the  founderv  of 
Mr.  Heavifide,  at  Milltown,  where 
they  feized  a  quantity  of  cannon¬ 
ball,  which  on  enquiry  was  found 
to  be  the  property  of  government, 
and  c.aft  by  an  order  from  the  ord¬ 
nance  board. — However,  it  was 
thought  proper,  for  the  honour  of 
the  force  engaged  on  this  expedi¬ 
tion,  and  for  the  better  fecurity  of 
the  fhot,  to  bring  it  in  open'  carts 
to  town,  and  lodge  it  in  the  arfenal, 
in  Dublin  caftle. 

Dublin,  March  12.  On  Thurfday 
eight  pieces  of  cannon,  the  property 
of  the  earl  of  Howth,  were  brought, 
by  his  lordjhip’s  directions,  from 
bis  ancient  caftle  of  Howth,  and 
lodged  in  his  majefty’s  ftores,  as 
were  alfo,  a  fhorfc  time  before,  one 
hundred  ftand  of  arms,  which  for 
manv  years  ornamented  the  great 
hall  there. 

Madras,  Scpi.  S,  1792.  TippOO 
has  abfolutely  refufed  furnifhing 
any  afhftance  to  the  rebel  Polygars. 
Another  payment  of  the  Seringa- 
patam  money  has  been  made,  and 
it  is  fuppofed  the  young  lioftages 
will  toon  be  reftored.  In.  the 
mean  time  they  appear  perfectly 
happy  with  us,  have  an  excellent 
town  and  country-houfe,  attend 
aflemblies,  See.  At  lady  Oakley’s 
rout,  the  youngeft  afked  lord  Corn¬ 
wallis  which  was. his  dancing  wife? 

i  ^  o 

They  were  highly  anxious  to  obtain 
pernulfion  to  gov  on  board  a  man  of 
war.  His  lordfhip  thought  it  pro¬ 
per  to  obtain  their  father’s  p:  tv  ions 
content  •  but  before  that  was  ob¬ 


tained,  the  whole  had  taken  their 
departure. 

A  liberal  fubfeription  was  opened 
at  Calcutta,  foon  after  the  news  of  f 
the  peace,  to  prefent  lord  Corn¬ 
wallis  with  a  diamond  ftar,  george, 
loop,  See.  But  no  fooner  was  his 
lordfhip  acquainted  with  it,  than  he 
declined  this  honour,  and  putaftop 
to  a  fcheme  which  had  been  a  fa¬ 
vourite  objeCt  with  the  fettlement. 

Liverpool,  March  20.  This  after¬ 
noon,  about  two  o’clock,  a  dreadful 
accident  happened  here.  As  the 
Pelican  privateer,  belonging  to  Ni¬ 
cholas  Afhton,  efq.  of  this,  town, 
was  cruizing;  in  the  river,  by  a  fud- 
den  guft  of  wind,  file  overfet  and 
mftantly  went  to  the  bottom  !  She 
was  manned  with  ninety-four  choice 
feamen,  and  had  on  board  upwards 
of  forty  perfons,  exclufive  of  her 
crew  ;  out  of  which  number  only 
thirty- two  have  been  laved  !  From 
one  of  thofe  that  were  fayed,  we 
are  informed,  that  it  was  owing  to 
the  guns  being  loofe  that  the  mif-f 
fortune  happened  ;  that  when  th# 
guft  of  wind  heeled  her,  the  weather 
guns  broke  through  the  lee  ports, 
and  ftie  inftantlv  filled  with  water. 

j 

24.  On  Friday,  Flindal,  the  in¬ 
cendiary,  and  one  Wijliams,  were 
tried  before  baron  Hotbam,  upon 
the  charge  of  a  burglary  committed 
in  the  houfe  of  Mr.  Davis  at  Peck- 
ham,  during  the  fair  in  Auguft  Iaft. 
They  were  capitally  indi&ed,  but 
as  the  jury  rated  the  property  ftolen 
at  4s.  6d.  they  were  fentenced  to 
feven  years  tranfportation.  The 
judge  afterward  informed  Flindal, 
that,  if  he  had  been  caff  for  death, 
he  fhould  have  ordered  him  for  ex¬ 
ecution  in  a  few  days.  See  Vol. 
XL  p.  (41). 

2cp  A  caufe  of  very  confiderable 
importance  to  innkeepers  was  de¬ 
termined  laft  week  at  Lancafter,  be¬ 
fore  fir  Francis  Buller,  bart.  A 
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perftm  went  into  the  houfe  of  a 
publican  in  Manchefter,  with  a 
parcel  of  goods,  which  he  told  the 
mi  ft  refs  of  the  lioufe  he  wifiied  to 
leave  till  the  next  market  day. 
She  replied,  file  was  not  fare  he 
could,  for  they  were  very  full.  The 
owner  of  the  goods  called  for  fome 
ale,  and  fat  down  upon  a  fofa,  put¬ 
ting  the  goods  behind  it.  In  a  fiiort 
time  the  parcel  was  ftolen,  while  he 
remained  on  his  feat;  and  he  brought 
an  aftion  to  recover  the  value  from 
the  landlord  of  the  hotife.  This 
the  landlord  refifted,  alleging  that 
the  goods  were  never  out  of  the 
owner’s  poifefiion.  A  verdict  was, 
however,  given  in  favour  of  the 
plaintiff,  upon  the  ground  that  he 
was  a  gueft  in  the  houfe,  and  that, 
while  he  remained  fo,  his  property 
mu  ft  be  fe  cured  to  him. 

Whitehall,  March  25.  A  conven¬ 
tion  was  this  day  figned  bv  the 
right  hon.  lord  Grenville,  his  rna- 
jefty’s  principal  fecrefar y  of  llate 
for  foreign  affairs,  and  by  count 
Woronzow,  envoy  extraordinary 
tmd  minifter  plenipotentiary  from 
the  emprefs  of  Ruffia,  for  renew¬ 
ing  the  treaty  of  commerce  of  the 
Vear  1766,  between  Great  Britain 
and  Ruftia,  for  the  term  of  fix 
years. 

Dublin +  March  2  J.  The  lioufe 
of  lords  having  inftituted  a  fecret 
committee,  to  enquire  into  the  ftate 
of  the  northern  provinces :  Ur. 
Reynolds,  a  phyficiaii  of  Belfaft, 
refilled  to  anfvver  Upon  oath  before 
that  committee:  upon  which  the 
lord  chancellor  thus  ftated  the  af¬ 
fair  on  Monday  in  the  lioufe  of 
lords  :  ‘  My  lords,  I  rife  to  fnbrnit  to 
your  lo'rdftiips  on  the  part  of  the  fe- 
cfet  committee,  the  conduce  of  a 
perfon  of  the  name  of  James  Rey¬ 
nolds,  Who  was  this  day  called  to 
give  teftimony  before  the  Com¬ 
mittee.  My  lords,  this  perfon, 
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adopting  the  language  of  the  libel 
for  which  you  have  already  com¬ 
mitted  two  perfons  to  Newgate, 
queftioned  the  competence  of  the 
committee  to  adminifter  oaths,  or 
to  make  thofe  inquiries  for  which 
your  lordfliips  appointed  it.  He 
was  again  and  again  told,  that  no¬ 
thing  which  he  declared  fliould  be 
n fed  as  evidence  againft  himfelf 
or  any  other  perfon,  or  would  be 
divulged  if  he  did  not  himfelf  dif- 
clofe  it.  He  was  repeatedly  told 
that  the  only  information  which  he 
would  be  defired  to  give  was  the 
ftate  of  the  province  from  whence 
he  came.  Nofwirhftanding  which 
afiurances,  he  perfifted  in  his  refu- 
fal  to  be  examined.  Mv  lords,  it 
would,  in  my  mind,  be  proper  to 
have  this  man  brought  to  your  bar, 
that  you  may  fee  if  he  yet  perfifts 
in  this  act  of  contumacy.  I  there¬ 
fore  move,  “  that  James  Reynolds 
be  brought  to  the  bar  forthwith/* 

James  Reynolds  being  accord- 
ingly  placed  at  the  bar, 

The  Lord  Chancellor. — -Tames  Rey¬ 
nolds,  do  you  perfift  in  your  refufal 
to  give  teftimony  before  the  fecret 
committee  ? 

Dr.  Reynolds. — —My  lords,  if  this 
houfe,  now'  fitting  in  its  judicial 
capacity,  requires  any  teftimony 
from  me,  I  am  ready  to  give  it. 

Lord  Chancellor. — Sir,  yon  are 
afked  if  you  will  give  teftimony  be¬ 
fore  the  fecret  committee? 

Dr.  Reynolds.— For  thereafons  I  aft 
figned  to, -the  committee,  I  cannot. 

Lord  Chancellor.  —  Inform  efte 
houfe  what  thefe  reafons  are. 

Dr.  Reynolds . — The  reafons  I  men¬ 
tioned  before  were,  that  I  believed 
the  houfe  of  lords  a&ed  in  a  double 
capacity,  judicial  and  legislative  ; 
that  according  to  the  conftitution, 
all  judicial  proceedings  fiiould  be 
public.  I  profefs  myfelf  as  loyal 
a  fubje£t  as  any  in  the  country, 

and 
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and  as  much  attached  to  the  confti¬ 
tution,*  which  I  think  is  found¬ 
ed  on  the  heft  principles;  that  it  is 
a  conftitution  of  pbilofophy,  and 
far  fuperior  to  thofe  modern  fyftems, 
which  are  talked  of  as  more  perfedt. 
It  is  refpedt  for  that  con  dilution 
which  prevents  me  from  violating 
any  part  of  it.  - 

Dr.  Reynolds  was  ordered  from  the 
bar,  and,  on  the  motion  of  the  lord 
chancellor,  committed  to  the  cuf- 
todv  of  the  u fher  of  the  black  rod. 
And  vefterdav,  Dr.  Reynolds  be- 
ing  again  brought  to  the  bar,  the 
lord  chancellor  afked  him  whe¬ 
ther  he  kill  perfifted  in  his  refu- 
fal  to  anfwer  the  interrogatories 
of  the  fecret  committee,  for  which 
he  had^een  ordered  into  cuftodv? 

d 

Dr.  Reynolds  afked  his  lordfhip, 
whether  he  mu  ft  confine  himfelf 
limply  to  a  negative  or  affirmative, 
or  if  he  might  be  permitted  to  fpeak 
a  few  words  in  his  own  behalf? 

The  lord  chancellor  anfwered, 
that  he  might  be  indulged  with  that 
liberty. 

Dr.  Reynolds  then  faid,  that 
the  laft  time  he  flood  at  the  bar,  he 
had  declared  bis  veneration  and  at¬ 
tachment  to  the  principles  of  the 
Britifti  conftitution ;  to  that  decla¬ 
ration  he  would  add  another — that 
he  was  ready  to  died  his  blood  in, 
fupport  of  thofe  principles;  and  be¬ 
lieving  that  houfe  to  be  a  branch 
of  the  conftitution,  he  was  equally 
attached  to  its  privileges,  and 
equally  prompt  to  defend  them — 
to  revere  its  legal  authority,  and  to 
fubmit  to  its  conftitutional  deci- 
fions ;  he  therefore  hoped,  if  he 
w7as  erroneous  in  the  principles  on 
which  he  incurred  their  lordftiips 
difpleafure,  he  might  be  allowed  to 
dec!  are  it  proceeded  not  from  con¬ 
tumacy,  but  from  the  tendernefs  of 
his  attachment  to  what  he  conceived 
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to  be  the  flridl  principles  of  the  con; 
flitution;  and  he  therefore  trufted 
his  crime  would  be  confidered  by  th 
houfe  as  very  different  from  that  of 
man  openly  declaiming  its  authori 
ty.  Whatever  might  be  their  lord 
fhips  intentions  towards  him,  the;; 
had  the  good  of  the  people  at  heart 
and  his  motives  were  noRmereh 
perfonal,  when  he  hoped,  if  the; 
were  to  inflidt  any  punifhment  ot 
him,  it  would  not  be  Committal  t< 
Newgate.  In  that  part  of  the  coun 
try  where  he  refided,  there  were  bu 
two  phyficians  to  watch  over  thij 
health  of  a  diftridt  of  30  miles  ex 
tent.  Thofe  phyficians  were,  him 
felf,  and  a  gentleman  who  camii 
to  town  with  him,  being  alfo  firm 
moned  by  the  committee.  Whei 
he  left  the  country,  he  had  unde 
his  care  a  great  number  of  patients 
afflidfed  with  various  and  dangeroui 
diforders,  who,  in  his  abfence,  mufi 
be  deftitute  of  medical  aid.  Twc 
human  lives  had  already  beer 
facrificed,  through  the  caufe,  and 
many  more  might  be  vidtims  of  th( 
fame,  fhould  his  abfence  be  pro] 
tradled.  The  other  gentleman,  had 
he  been  on  the  fpot,  was  fo  cir- 
cumftanced  as  to  be  able  to  afford 
them  little  if  any  ifftiftance — as  the 
whole  of  his  attention  was  occupied 
by  a  fick  wife,  languifhing  in  the 
laft  ftage  of  a  confumption. 

He  had  another  reafon,  which  h<| 
trufted  would  have  fome  urgenejj 
with  the  humanity  of  the  houfe, 
his  own  ill  ftate  of  health,  being  all 
prefent  but  flowly  convalefcen| 
from  a  diforder  in  his  breaft,  con- 
tradled  by  hard  riding  on  his  pro-j, 
feffional  vifits  to  parts  of  the  coun-l 
try  where  he  lived,  inacceflible  tea 
carriages*  To  commit  him  to  thel 
clofe  confinement,  and  foul  air  of 
Newgate,  would  be  to  fend  him  tc 
fudden  execution,  as  pure  air  and! 

mol 
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iode.rate  exercife  were  abfolutely 
eceflary  to  the  prefervation  of  his 

fe. 

The  Lord  Chancellor  faid,  I  afk  you 
gain,  do  you  perfift  in  yourrefufal 
3  anfwer  the  committee  ? 

Dr.  R. — My  lord,  holding  the 
ime  opinion  on  that  head  I  before 
rofefied,  I  could  not  feel  myfelf 
itisfied  in  deviating  from  t'hofe 
rinciples. 

Lord  C. — Have  you  feen  any 
ierfon  fince  you  have  been  ill 
uftody  ?  '  • 

Dr.  R.—I  haye  my  lord  ;  feveral 
;entlemen  who  were  apprifed  of 
ny  fituation,  were  polite  enough  to 
all  on  me. 

Lord  C.—~ Who  were  thofe  per- 
ons  ?  Name  them. 

Dr.  R. — My  lord,  they  were  nu¬ 
merous,  I  cannot  now  recolleCt  all 
heir  names. 

Lord  C.~  Can  you  repeat  none 
f  their  names  ?  Was  Dr^Drennan 
ne  of  them  ? 

Dr.  R . — He  was,  my  lord. 

Lord  C. — Did  he  advife  you  to 
erfift  in  your  refufals  ? 

Dr.  R. — My  Lord,  he  gave  me 
o  advice  one  way  or  the  other. 

Here  the  interrogation  ended. 

Lord  Dillon  then  faid,  the  decla- 
itiori  of  this  man  on  the  fubjeCt 
f  privilege  and  confiitution,  and 
idicial  power,  were  put  together 
>mewhat  like  his  own  recipes, 
id  taken  feparateiy  they  amounted 
)  nothing  worth  notice,  but  all  put 
Jgether  they  amounted  to  an  attack 
pon  the  privileges  of  that  houfe, 
id  fomething  too  dangerous  in  its 
tinciples  to  let  it  pafs  with  impu- 
ity.  It  was  high  time  to  check 
ie  c^reer  of  the  doCtrines  pro- 
lulged  by  this-  man  and  the  focie- 
es  ^  which  he  belonged.  He  had 
>o  high  an  opinion  of  the  loyalty 
id  good  fenfe  of  the  people  of 
eland  to  fuppofe  they  would  be 
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tempted  to  fedition  by  Tuch  mem 
However,  as  this  gentleman  at  the  bar 
leemed  fo  fond  of  his  principles  as 
to  become  a  martyr  to  them,  his 
lordfliip  thought  it  was  lit  he  fhould 
be  indulged,  that  all  men  might  fee 
they  were  not  to  be  attacked  with 
impunity.  He  would  therefore 
move,  that  James  Reynolds  be 
committed,  not  to  Newgate,  of 
which  he  feemed  fo  apprehenlive, 
but  to  Kilmainham  gaol.  Thus  his 
health  would  run  no  rilk  from  the 
foul  air  of  Newgate,  nor  would  his 
deliberations  be  dillurbed  by  its 
feftival  caroufals.  But  he  would 
have  time  and  leifure  to  hudy  that 
conftitution  to  which  he  was  fo 
tenderly  attached,  but  of  which  he 
feemed  fo  ignorant. 

The  motion  was  carried  nem 
dis.  and  Dr.  Reynolds  was  convey¬ 
ed  to  Kilmainham  gaol. 

APRIL. 

i.  Mr.  Pointer,  of  Ell  ex,  has  juft 
recovered  feventy  acres  of  land 
from  the  Tea,  at  the  afeertained 
expence  of  344^  2S*  His  mode  of 
confolidating  his  fea-wall  was,  to 
roll  it  daily,  for  eight  or  nine 
months,  with  a  roller  nine  and- 
twenty  hundred  weight  of  draw* 
by  fix  horfes. 

15.  Mr.  Thompfon,  printer,  of 
Birmingham,  was  tried  at  the  quar¬ 
ter  fe  Hi  ons  at  Warwick,  on  Wednef- 
day,  for  felling  Paine's  Rights  of 
Man,  and  his  Letter  to  the  Addref- 
fers  (both  previous  to  their  be¬ 
ing  pronounced  a  libel  upon  the 
corifiitution)  and  acquitted  'upon 
both  indictments. 

17.  Mr.  Phillips,  printer  of  the 
Leicefter  Herald,  has  been,  con¬ 
victed  at  the  afiizes  there,  on  an  in¬ 
dictment  for  felling  the  fecond  part 
of  Paine’s  Rights  of  Man.  His 
fentence  is  18  months  clofer  impri- 
fonment. 


18.  In 


(i6)  PRINCIPAL  f  April 

1 8.  In  a  letter  received  by  lord  Whitehall,  April  22.  The  ratifi 
Grenville  from  lord  St.  Helen’s,  cations  of  the  convention,  figneo 
dated  Madrid  the  latter  end  of  laft  the  12th  of  February  daft,  betweer 
month,  the  very  melancholy  intel-  his  majefty  and  the  catholic  king 
ligence  is  detailed  of  a  difafter  for  the  final  adjuftment  of  tin 
which  had  befallen  lieutenant  Her-  Nootka  claims,  were  this  day  ex 
geft  of  the  navy,  and  Mr.  Gooch  changed  at  Whitehall,  between  fi 
the  aftronomer;  both  of  whom,  Ralph  Woodford,  baronet,  com 
it  was  Hated,  had  been  cruelly  fa-  miliary  and  plenipotentiary,  on  thl 
crificed  by  the  inhabitants  of  part  of  his  majefty,  and  don  Ma. 
Woakou,  one  ©f  the  Sandwich  nuel  de  las  Heras,  his  catholic  ma 
iflands.  Lieut.  Hergeft  left  England  jelly’s  commiffary  and  plenipoten 
nearly  two  years  ago,  with  the  com-  tiary. 

mand  of  the  Dmdalus,  a  naval  ftore-  29.  One  of  the  lieutenants  be 
fhip,  defined  firil  to  New  South  longing  to  the  Edgar,  of  74  guns, ‘de 
Wales,  and  thence  to  the  South  tached  from  rear-admital  Gell’s  di 
Seas,  with  a  fupply  of  proviflons  vifion  of  the  Mediterranean  Heel 
for  captain  Vancouver  of  the  Dif-  arrived  at  the  admiralty  on  Satui| 
covery  Hoop,  who  is  engaged  in  far-  day  morning,  with  difpatche§  fror 
ther  exploring  that  part  of  the  the  admiral,  containing  advices  c 
globe.  The  gentlemen  in  queflion  the  capture  of  the  General  Dumoc 
were  on  fhore  in  a  tent  which  had  rier  French  privateer,  which,  aftt 
been  pitched  for  altronomical  pur-  cruifing  in  the  Bay  of  Bifcay,  fc 
pofes,  when  the  barbarous  natives  fome  days,  fell  in  with  a  Spartii 
furprifed  them.  .  regifter-fhip  from  Porto  Belle 

19.  At  Stafford  affixes,  three  ac-  freighted  with  dollars  and  gold  iij 
tions  for  rent  were  brought  by  the  gots.  The  latter  fhip  had  fallen 
marquis  of  Stafford,  againft  three  prize  to  the  enemy,  and  was  with! 
of  his  tenants,  occupiers  of  houfes  a  few  hours  of  Breft,  when  fir 
in  Newcaftle-under-line.  It  ap-  feen  by  admiral  Gell.  On  fign 
peared  in  evidence  that  the  mar-  being  made  to  chafe,  the  dexterr! 
quis  had  feveral  houfes,  into  which  of  Englifh  feamanfhip  foon  cut  <j 
he  put  voters,  who  paid  no  rent,  the  profpeCl  of  the  enemy  to  reatj 
but  were  expeCted  to  vote  for  him.  a  French  port.  On  the  Gener  j 
Thefe  perfons  had  lived  in  them  Dumourier  being  boarded,  the!  r 
eleven  years,  without  being  informed  were  found  in  her  685  chefls  if 
they  were  to  pay  any  rent,  or  what  dollars,  befide  fome  valuable  pac!  j 
was  to  be  the  amount  of  it.  They  ages  to  the  amount  of  between  tv] 
regularly  voted  for  the  candidate,  and  three  hlindredthoufand  pound! 
fupported  by  the  marquis.  !Iav-  and  on  board  the  re-captured  regi  ji 
mg,  however,  voted  againft  him  at  ter  ftiip,  there  remained  property  J 
-the  two  laft  elections  but  one,  a  an  amount  that  makes  the  whole  » 
heavy  rent  was  immediately,  and  her  cargo  little  fliort  of  one  millioa 
for  the  firft  time  during’ eleven  The  dollars  which  were  taken  0] 
years,  demanded,  which  they  refu-  of  her  were  removed  prinCipali 
ling  to  pay,  thefe  aCtions  were  to  lighten  and  aftift  her  failira 
brought.  After  fome  fevefe  ani-  Both  ftiips  have  been  brought  jj 
madveffions  from  the  judge,  Mr.  by  the  Edgar.  This  capture  vJ 
juftice  Wilfon,  the  marquis  was  made  off  Cape  Finifterre,  in  Ion,  2| 
nonfuited  in  all  the  three  actions.  W.  lat.  44.  N. 
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,  Kingfton,  Jamaica,  Fab.  9.  .Oil 
Tuefday  lad  anchored  at  Port 
Royal  his  majefty’slhip  Providence, 
capt.  Bligh,  and  the  companion  of 
her  voyage,;.  :  th,e  brig  Afftftance, 
capt.  Portiock,  from  the  South  Sea. 
They  failed  ,  from  Otaheite  on  the 
19th  of  July,  paffed  through 
Endeavour  Straits,  which  divide 
New  Holland  from  New  Guinea, 
touched  at,  Timor,  the  Cape  of 
Good  Hope,  and  St.  Helena,  and, 
laftly,  at  St.  Vincent's,  in  their 
Courfe  to  this  ifland. 

Capt.  Biigh  could  gain  no'  intel¬ 
ligence  of  the  mutineer  C  hriftian, 
ind  his  accomplices,  who  were  on 
board  the  Bounty.  When  they 
returned  to  Otaheite,  after  execu¬ 
ting  their  infernal  proje<ft,  the  na¬ 
tives,  fufpeCting  fome  mifchief  from 
the  non-appearance  of  the  com¬ 
mander  and  the  gentlemen  with 
him,  laid  a  plan  to  feize  the  veftel 
md  her  crew  ;  but  a  favourite  fe¬ 
male  of  Chriftian’s  betrayed  the 
defign  of  her  countrymen.  He  put 
to  fea  in  the  night,  and  the  next 
morning  the  fliip  was  nearly  out  of 
fight.  When  captain  Biigh  remain¬ 
ed  at  Otaheite,  the  thermometer  ufu 
ally  ranged  from  70  to  84  degrees. 

Two  of  the  natives  of  Otaheite, 
'ye  underftahd,  are  6n  board  the 
Providence ;  one  of  them  on  his 
way  to  England,  rn  order  to  be  m- 
ftru&ed  in  the  art  of  fiiip-building; 
and  the  other  is  faid  to  be  defirous 

•  ^  2  t  *V 

of  Haying  here,  to  afftft  in  the  efta- 
blifhment  and  rearing  of  the  plants 
of  his  native  country. 

In  addition  to;  the  bread-fruit 
and  the  many  other  valuable  plants 
fent  to  the  botanical  garden,  Mr. 
Dancer  has  lately  received  from  the 
fpciety  of  arts  fome  feeds  of  the 
New  Guinea  nutmeg,  a  fpice  little 
inferior  to  the  nutmeg  of  the  Mo¬ 
luccas  :  fliould  they  fucceed;  they 
will  prove  a  valuable  article  for 
cultivation  in  this  ifland,  as  they 
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are,  on  account  of  the  high  price 
of  the  common  nutmegs,  in  great 
demand.  „  , 

It  is  faid  that  the  real  black  pep¬ 
per  vine,  bearing  fruit,  has  been 
difeovered  on  a  mountain  in  Lin- 
guanea.  .... 

Some  of  the  bread-fruit  plants,- 
novv  on  board  the  Providence,  are 
nearly  three  inches  in  diameter,  and 
in  high  perfection. 

The  bread-fruit  plants  have  been  , 
divided  by  the  commifnoners  as 
follows  :  to  the  county  of  Surry 
83  ;  to  the  county  of  Middlefex 
83  ;  to  the  County  of  Cornwall  83. 

We  underftand  that  C hriftian, 
when  he  left  Qtaheite  in  the  Bounty, 
took  with  him  feven  women,  and 
twelve  men,  natives.  The  general 
opinion  is,  that  lie  has  gone  to  co¬ 
lonize  fome  hitherto  unfettled 
iftands. 

M  A  Y. 

,  8.  This  day,  Mr.  Ridgway, 
bookfeller,  was  brought  into  the 
court  of  king’s  bendh,  to  receive 
fentence  for  the  publication  of 
three  libels  for  which  he  had  been 
conviSled;  namely,  The  Jockey 
Club,  Paine’s  Addrefs  to  the  Ad- 
drefters,  and  the  Rights  of  Man  ; 
when  the  court  fentenced  Mm  to 
be  imprifoned  two  years  in  New¬ 
gate  for  the  fir  ft ;  at  the  expiration 
of  which  to  be  imprifoned  another 
year,  and  to  pay  a  fine  of  iool.  for 
the  fecond;  and  the  third,  the  far¬ 
ther  imprifonment  of  one  year*, 
with  another  fine  of  iooft  —  Mr* 
Symonds  was  then  fentenced  to  pay 
a  fine  of  tool.  for  having  publifhed 
The  Jockey  Club,  and  to  be  im¬ 
prifoned'  one  year  in  Newgate, 
from  the  expiration  of  his  former 
fentence  of  two  years  for  the  pub¬ 
lication  of  the  Rights  of  Man;  and 
for  the  Addrefs  to  the  Addreffers, 
he  was  fentenced  to  the  farther  im- 
prifonment  of  one  year,  and  an- 
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other  fine  of  idol.  After  which,  he 
was  to  find  fecurity  for  five  years, 
for  his  good  behaviour,  himfeif  in 
500I.  and  two  others  in  2 $61.  each. 
Mr.  Ridgway  wa&  iikewiie  to  find/ 
the  fame  fecurity. 

Dublin ,  May  10.  This  day,  the 
trial  at  bar  in  the  court  of  ex¬ 
chequer,  John  Flood,  efq.  verfus  the 
provoil  and  fellows  of  Trinity  col¬ 
lege,  was  determined  in  favour  of  Mr.  ? 
Flood.  By  this  decifion  a  property  of 
4000I.  per  annum  reverts  to  that 
gentleman,  which  by  the  will  of 
the  late  Henry  Flood,  efq.  had  been 
bequeathed  to  cultivate  the  fludy 
of  the  Irifii  language. 

1 3 .  Yefterday  in  the  court  of  king’s 
bench,  Mr.  Balguy  prayed  the  judg¬ 
ment  of  the  court  upon  Daniel  Holt, 
printer  of  the  Newark  Herald, 
who  v/ as  convicted  at  the  lall  Not¬ 
tingham  affizes,  for  publi filing  a  li¬ 
bel,  reflecting  upon  the  character  of 
Mr.  Brough,  a  barrifter  at  law. 

It  appeared  that  in  1 792  a  caufe 
for  bribery  was  tried  at  Nottingham 
Hlizes,  in  wfifch  Mn  Erfkine,  Mr. 
Biough.  and  other  gentlemen,  were 
couniel*.  Of  the  fpeech  of  Mr. 
Ertkine,  the  defendant  gave  an  ac¬ 
count  in  the  Newark  Herald,  and 
reprefented  him  to  have  fpoken 
very  difrefpeCtfuIly  of  Mr.  Brough 
as  a  profelfionai  man.  This  falfe 
representation  of  Mr.  Erfkine’s 
fpeech,  was  dated  to  have  been 
made  for  party  and  election  pur¬ 
poses.  \ 

’Mr.  Erfkine,  as  foon  as  he  heard 
of  the  fallacious  flatefnent  of  his 
fpeech,  font  a  written  contradiction 
of  it  to  the  defendant,  who  refufed 
to  infert  it  in  his  paper. 

On  the  trial  of  the  defendant, 
many  eminent  counfei  bore  ho¬ 
nourable  teftimpny  to  the  profef- 
fional  character  of  Mr.  Brough. 
They  laid  they  were  in  court  at  the 
trial  for  bribery,  and  they  did  not 
hear  Mr.  Erlkine  make  ufe  of  the 


words  the  defendant  imputed  to 
him,  either  in  form  or  effeCt,  and 
they  rnuft  have  heard  them  if  they; 
had  pa  (fed. 

.C  AMefirs.  Darell  and  Coke,  counfei 
for  the  defendant,  addrefied  the! 
court  in  mitigation  of  punifliment. ; 

M&firs.  Garrow,  Balguy,  and  Per-  j 
cival,  addrefied  the  court  as  counfei  i 
for  the  profecution.  They  faid  the  \ 
defendant's  offence  was  aggravated: 
by  his  refufmg  to  make  an  apology, 
which  the  profecutor  had  agreed 
to  accept  of  previous  to  the  trial, 
and  by  publifiiing  a  letter  in  his  1 
paper,  in  which  he  juftified  his. 
conduCt. 

Mr.  Jufiice  Aflihurfi  addrefied , 
the  defendant  upon  the  heinous  na¬ 
ture  of  the  libel,  which  had  a  ten¬ 
dency  to  do  a  material  injury  to 
Mr.  Brough,  as  a  barrifter,  by  reki 
prefenting  him  to  be  incapacitated  j 
to  perform  the  duties  of  his  pro- 
fefiion.  The  defendant  was  fen-; 
tenced  to  pay  a  fine  of  50I.  and  be » 
imprifoned  in  the  king's  bench: 
prifon,  for  the  term  of  fix  calendar 
months. 

14.  Yefterday  Robert  Mackretb, 
efq.  M.  P.  was  brought  from  the 
king’s  bench  prifon,  to  receive 
judgment  for  challenging  fir  John 
Scott,  his  majefty’s  attorney-genN 
ral,  to  fight. 

*  Mr.  juftice  Aflihurfi:  made  an 
excellent  addrefs  to  the  jury,  ill 
which  he  reprobated  the  practice 
of  duelling;  a  cuftom,  he  faid,  that 
was  a  difgrace  to  a  civilized  nation/; 
and  a  fnameful  profiitution  of  the  j 
word  honour ,  the  true  definition 
of  which  was  a  fiendy  and  uniforrfe 
perfeverance  in  all  moral  and  vir- 
tuous  actions.  The  cafe  of  the  de* ' 
fendant  was  much  aggravated  by ! 

00  f  , 

feveral  circumftances.  The  chal¬ 
lenge  was  given  to  a  gentleman  who 
filled  a  great  law  office,  and  was  in 
coufequence  of  what  he  had  faid  in 
the  dii charge  of  his  duty,  as  coun¬ 
fei 
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in  a  caufe  in  which  the  defend-  Refolution  higger  privateer,  of 
was  a  party,  Befides,  it  ap-  Guernfey,  captain  Le  Lachevir,  of 
red,  that  the  defendant  had  bar-  foil  i  teen  guns,  alfo  came  up,  and 
ire<J  his  unjuft  refentment  for  engaged  her,  which  continued  for 
ny  years,  and  deliberately  at-  five  hours  longer;  during  which 
ked  the  profecutor  in  the  ftreet,  time  the  French  fought  defperatdy, 
re  was  going  to  his  chambers.  but  were  at  length  obliged  to  ftrike 
Fhe  defendant  was  fentenced  to  to  the  privateers  in  fight  of  the 
j  a  fine  of  one  hundred  pounds,  French  coaft  ;  and  die  is  this  even- 
1  to  be  impri foned  in  the  king’s  ing  arrived .  with  the  Surprife,  and 
ich  prifoxi  for  a  term  of  fix  lafe  at  anchor  in  Hamoaze.  She  is 
eks.  valued  at  150,000k 

[5.  Mr.  Locke’s  ftatue,  the  D/fco-  28.  Yefterday,  Mr.  John  Froft 
it,  was  fold  by  auction.  Ithadonce  was  convifted  before  the  court  of 
ore  been  offered  tofale;  when  kings-bench,  of  having  uttered  cer-^ 
d1.  was  bidden  for  it,  and  it  was  tain  feditious  words,  at  the  Percy 
ight  in  by  himfelf,  at  890I.  This  Coffee-houfe,  on  the  8th  of  No- 
r  (fuch  are  the  variations  of  tafte)  vember  laft  ;  namely,  4 1  am  for 
>1.  was  its  price.  Mr.  Dun-  equality  and  no  king :  the  c'onftitu- 
ribe  is  the  buyer.  tion  of  this  country  is  a  bad  one  f 

t6.  His  majefty  has  granted  a  free  and  for  having  added,  on  being 
don  to  Mary  Bryant,  otherwife  afked  whether  he  meant  no  king  ii* 
>ad,  the-  woman  who  efcaped  England,  ‘  Yes,  no  king  in  Eng- 
m  Botany  Bay  along  with  feveral  land.’ 

leconvidls.  See  Vol.  XL  />.  (23.)  30.  The  Atlantic  tranfport  fhip 

°erth,  May  15.  A  houfe  at  the  is  juft  arrived  from  New  South 
t  of  the  Bridge  End  was  difeo-  Wales,  writh  Arthur  Phillip,  efq.  the  , 
ed  to  be  on  fire.  The  houfe  governor  of  that  colony,  who  has 
»  completely  in  flames  before  it  brought  home  with  him  two  of  the 
>  noticed.  Six  perfons  were  fuf-  natives  of  New  Holland,  a  man  and 
ated  before  any  affiftance  could  a  boy.  The  Atlantic  has  alfo  on 
procured,  viz.  one  man,  two  board  four  kangeroos,  lively  and 
low-women,  and  a  mother  and  healthy,  and  fome  other  animals 
two  fons*  The/ fate  of  all  of  peculiar  to  that  country. 

Ti  is  very  lamentable  ;  but  that  From  the  defeription  given  of  the 
be  mother  and  her  two  Tons  is  natives  near  Port  Jackfon,  they  ap- 
icularly  diftreffing;  file' got  fafe  pear  to  be  a  race  totally  incapable 
of  the  houfe,  and  came  to  the  of  civilization,  every  attempt  to 
et,  when  miffing  her  foils,  fire  that  end  having  proved  ineffectual ; 
back  into  the  midft  of  the  and  yet  they  difcoyer  an  aftonifhing 
ies  in  fearch  of  them.  Unfor-  art  and  ,  cunning  in  their  mode  of 
itely, fhe  could  neither  extricate  fifhing,  and  entrapping  the  kange- 
n  nor  herfelf,  and  file  was  burnt  roo  and  birds,  the  only  animal  food 
eath.  to  be  found  there. 

5 lymouth ,  May  21.  On  the  12th  Specimens  of  their  fiflung  tackle, 

■  the  Surprife  cutter  privateer  of  f’pears,  and  fhields,  are  likewile 
tdon,  of  twelve  guns,  fell  in  brought  home.in  the  Atlantic.  They 
1  a  French  Eaft  Indiaman,  are  ingeiripuily  contrived,  and  the 
inting  twelve  guns,  with  forty-  natives  are  faid  to  ufe  them  moft 
men,  whom  fhe  engaged  lor  expertlv  ;  but  no  inducement  (and 
hour?  and  a  half,  when  thg  all  means  have  been  perfeveringly 
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tried)  can  draw  them  from  a  (late  of 
nature. 

Clothing  they  confider  as  an  in¬ 
cumbrance,  and  every  European 
produdfion  they  treat  with  the  ut- 
moft  indifference.  They  are  cruel, 
particularly  to  their  women,  whom 
they  beat  in  a  moft  barbarous  man- 
ner  on  every  occafion. 

JUNE. 

i.  Yefterday  evening,  the  duke 
de  Sicigniano,  who  arrived  in  this 
datmtry  about  two  months  ago,  be¬ 
ing  appointed  to  fucceed  prince 
Caftelcicala  as  minifter  plenipoten¬ 
tiary  from  the  court  of  Naples,  put 
an  end  to  his  exiftence,  by  placing 
a  horfe-piftol  to  his*  temple,  and 
blowing  his  brains  out.  The  duke 
had  tran fadted  bufinefs  with  lord 
Grenville  on  the  fame  morning. 

*  As  foon  as  the  event  became 
known,  the  prince  Caftelcicala, 
s.nd  fome  other  foreign  noblemen. 
Went  to  Grenier’s  hotel  to  view  the 
body,  and  the  prince  took  charge 
of  his  effects.  This  morning,  Mr. 
Burgefs,  one  of  the  under  fecreta- 
ries  of  ftate,  at  the  requeft  of  lord 
Grenville,  went  to  the  hotel  to 
make  the  neceffary  inquiries  con¬ 
cerning  the  filicide,  and  to  give 
orders  for  the  removal  of  the  corpfe 
and  interment. 

The  duke  de  Sicigniano  was  a 
young  nobleman  of  one  of  thefirft 
families  in  Italy,  of  very  amiable 
manners,  and  much  beloved  by 
thofe  who  knew  him.  His  refi- 
dence  at  Grenier’s  was  owingto  its 
not  being  quite  certain  whether 
prince  Caftelcicala  might  not  be  re¬ 
appointed  to  his  former  fituation. 

An  exprefs  has  been  feat  to  Na¬ 
ples,  with, an  account  of  this  me¬ 
lancholy  event. 

4.  The  foreign  ambaftado.r  who 
put  a  period  to  his  exiftence  on  Friday 
night  laft,  was  yeiterday  night  inter¬ 
red  privately  in Pancras  churchyard. 
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5.  This  day  came  on- at  the  0 
Bailey,  the  trial  of  the  king  v.  Eafo 
a  bookfeller,  for  publifhing  Paine 
Rights  of  Man,  when,  after  tl 
evidence  for  the  profecution  hi 
been  gonethrough,and  Mr.  Vaughi 
had  made  an  able  fpeech  in  b 
half  of  the  defendant,  the  record 
told  the- jury,  that  if  they  were  1 
tisfied  that  Paine  wrote  this  book 
a  philofophical  man,  coolly  appl 
ing  himfelf  to  the  found  difcreti< 
of  thofe  who  were  competent 
judge  upon  the  fubjeeft— to  men 
learning,  to  philofophers,  wl 
could  underftand  the  terms  in  whit 
he  wrote— and  that  he  meant  to  1 
no  mifehief,  it  was  what  all  a’ 
thors  in  this  country  had  a  power 
do  ;  but  that,  on  the  other  hand, 
he  meant  to  weaken  the  hands 
government,  to  fet  every  thii 
afloat  and  iqto  confuftonj  infhoi 
if  he  meant  to  do  mifehief,  then  i 
had  offended  againft  the  law :  f 
the  diftintftion  between  thefreedo, 
of  the  prefs,  and  the  abufe  of 
was  precifely  this,  that  every  thii 
may  be  done  by  the  prefs  which 
done  for  the  honour,  advanta^ 
and  benefit  of  mankind,  but  n 
thing  can  be  done  that  tends  po 
tively  and  decidedly  to  the  injury 
mankind. 

The  jury  retired  at  eight  o’cloc 
taking  the  book  with  them :  at 
quarter  paft  ten  o’clock  they  car 
into  court,  and  gave  their  verdhft- 
“  guilty  of  publifhing,  but  witho 
“  a  criminal  intent.” 

This  verdiff  Mr.  Vaughan  a.i 
Mr.  Gurney  contended  was,  in  fti 
fiance  and  in  effeft,  a  verdift 
u  not  guilty  for  the  intention 
the  party  was  the  effence  of  t 
crime,  but  that  if  was  in  form 
fpecial  verdift,  which  the  cot 
was  bound  to  receive  and  to  recoi 

The  recorder  informed  the  Jur 
they  were  empowered  by  the  Lit 
Bill  to  give  their  verdkft  general) 
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tnd  wilhed  them  to  reconfider 
t.  The  jury  faid  they  had  given 
heir  verdibt,  and  perfifted  in 
t,  upon  which  the  verdidt  was 
ecorded.- 

The  counfel  then  contended  that 
lie  defendant  was  in  effect  acquit- 
ed ;  that  if  he  were  convidted  of 
iny  thing,  he  was  convicted  of  in- 
locence,  and  that  he  ought  to  be 
nftantly  dilcharged. — This  the  re¬ 
corder  refufed,  unlefs  the  profecu- 
or  would  concede  the  point,  that 
his  was  an  acquittal.  The  counfel 
tated  that  the  defendant  had  been 
>ut  upon  bail,  had  fhewn  no  with 
o  withdraw  himfeif  from  the  juftice 
if  his  country,  and  it  could  fcarcely 
>e  imagined  that  he  would  now 
hink  of  flying  from  deliverance. 

The  defendant  would,  however, 
lave  been  committed  till  the  point 
>f  law  could  be  argued,  the  next 
’effions,  if  Mr.  White,  folicitor  for 
he  treafury,  had  not  handfomely 
:onfented  to  admit  him  to  the  fame 
•ail  upon  which  he  had  been  hither- 
o  at  large.  See  p.  (24)  and  (26). 

15.  Yefterday  came  on  to  be  ar¬ 
gued,  in  the  court  of  king’s  bench, 
he  cafe  of  Mr.  Arnold,  who  had 
>een  convi£ted  before  a  juftice  of 
)eace  of  buying  corn  not  meafured 
)y  the  Winchefter  bufliel.  The 
uftice  fined  him  in  the  value  of  the 
:orn,  and  forty  ftiillings  befides,  ac¬ 
cording  to  the  dire&ions  of  the  a<5t 
■f  parliament.  Arnold  conceiving 
limfelf  aggrieved  as  to  the  forty  ftii li¬ 
ngs,  applied  to  this  court  for  re- 
ief.  It  was  acknowledged  on  all 
lands,  that  he  would  have  been 
iable  to  the  forty  ftiillings  fine,  had 

been  the  feller  of  the  corn  ;  but 
°rd  Kenyon  was  clearly  of  opinion 
hat  he  was  equally  liable,  being  the 
•uyer. 

17.  The  Eaft  India  company 
iavecometo  a  refolution  to  prefent 
narquis  Cornwallis  with  an  annu- 
of  5000I.  per  ann.  for  20  years, 


and  in  cafe  of  his  lordfliip’s  decease 
before  the  end  of  that  time,  to  con¬ 
tinue  it  for  the  remainder  of  the 
period  to  his  fon  lord  Brome,  as 
a  mark  of  their  fenfe  of  his  lord- 
Blip’s  fervices  in  India.  The  annu« 
ity  is  to  commence  from  the  day  of 
his  embarkation  for  Europe. 

18.  The  regifter  ftiip  taken  by 
admiral  Gell,on  her  arrival  in  Eng¬ 
land,  was  immediately  claimed,  as 
to  the  whole  property,  by  the  ad¬ 
miral’s  agent,  on  behalf  of  himfeif, 
officers,  and  Teamen.  The  king  of 
Spain’s  minifter  has  ft  nee  put  in  a 
claim  for  640,000!.  belonging  to  the 
ftate;  the  agents  for  feveral  mer¬ 
chants  of  Cadiz,  Barcelona,  &c. 
have  claimed  property  to  the  amount 
of  800.000L  more,  and  there  re¬ 
mains  a  very  large  property  not  on 
the  manifeft,  and  which  was  in¬ 
tended  to  be  fmuggled  into  Spain, 
and  for  which  no  claim  has  yet 
been  made.  A  fecond  claim  has 
been  made  by  the  admiral’s  a^rent. 

*  ^  O  i 

in  cafe  the  whole  fhould  not  be 
deemed  prize,  for  the  whole  money 
taken  on  board  the  privateer,  a- 
mountingto  700,0001.  and  one  fifth 
part  of  the  regiftered  cargo  on  board 
the  St.  Jago,  by  way  of  falvage, 
with  the  whole  of  the  contraband 
cargo  in  each  ftiip.  Neither  the 
lords  of  the  treafury  nor  even  the 
king  in  council,  ^fay  the  civilians) 
have  any  power  to  reftore  the  pro¬ 
perty.  It  muft  be  adjudged  by  the 
law  of  nations. 

19.  On  Tuefday,  Mr.  Dowling, 
who  had  been  tried  and  convifted  of 
perjury  in  the  evidence  he  gave  on 
the  trial  of  captain  Kimber,  was 
brought  from  the  king’s  bench  pri- 
fon  to  receive  judgment.  Mr.  juf¬ 
tice  Afhhurft  addrefted  the  prifoner 
upon  the  heinous  nature  of  the  of¬ 
fence  of  which  he  had  been  convict¬ 
ed,  which  involved  murder  as  well 
as  perjury,  for  if  the  jury  had  be¬ 
lieved  his  evidence,  captain  Kimber 
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might  have  been  convicted  and  exe¬ 
cuted.  There  was  no  perjury  that 
could  excite  fo  much  horror,  and 
called  for  a  more  exemplary  punifh- 
ment,  than  that  which  was  commit¬ 
ted  with  intent  to  deprive  a  fellow - 
creature  of  his  life,  and  to  over 
his- memory  with  infamy. 

The  prifoner  was  fentence  i  to 
be  iniprifoned  in  Newgate  fo,  the 
term  of  one  month,  and  at  the  ex¬ 
piration  thereof  to  be  tranfported 
for  the  term  of  feven  years,  to 
fuch  parts  beyond  the  feas  as  hrs 
majefty,  by  the  advice  of  his  privy 
council,  fhall  diredt.  Seep.  (8). 

20.  Yefterday,  Mr.  juftice  Afn- 
hurft  pronounced  fenfcence,  as 
follow ;,  upon  Mr.  Fro  ft,  lately  con- 
vidted  of  uttering  certain  feditious 
expreffions  : 

John  Froft,  you  have  been  con¬ 
victed  upon  anindidtmeni  p  e  erred 
again  ft  you,  for  publicly  fpeak- 
ing  feveral  fcandaious  and  feditirus 
words,  tending  to  leiTen  in  men's 
minds  that  love  and  veneration 
which  every  honeft  and  good  man 
ought  to  have  for  our  wife  and  hap¬ 
py  conftitution,  and  likewife  to 
withdraw  the  affection  of  his  majef¬ 
ty  ’s  ft;  bj eels  from  his  royal  perfon 
and  government,  and  from  all  kingly 
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government.  The  words  ftated  in 
the  indictment  to  have  been  fpoken 
by  you  are  thefe  :  u  I  am  for  equa¬ 
lity  I  fee  no  reafon  why  one  man 
fhould  not  be  upon  a  footing  with 
another- — it  is  everv  man’s  birth- 

j 

right. n  And  the  indictment  fur¬ 
ther  ftates,  that  you,  being  alked 
how  you  dared  to  hold  fuch  lan¬ 
guage  in  a  public  room,  and  what 
you  meant  ?  you  reolied,  u  No 
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king  !”  And  the  indictment  further 
ftates,  that  being  aiked  if  you  meant 
no  king  in  this  country  ?  you  faid, 
a  Yes  —  the  conftitution  of  this 
country  is  a  bad  one  in  having  a 
king;”  meaning  thereby,  that  the 
confutation  oi  this  realm  was  bad. 


Thefe  are  the  words  alleged  to  hav 
been  fpoken  by  you. 

The  conftitution  winch  you ■  tin 
attempted  to  vilify,  was  planned  t 
wifer  heads  and  better  hearts  thlj 
yours.  It  has  flood  the  teft  of  agej 
and  i?  out  of  the  reach  of  the  maiu 
of  perfons  of  fuch  defeription  j 
yourfeif.  But  although  that  is  tl 
cafe,  it  does  not  from  thence  fc 
low,  that  you  are  to  be  fuffered  •; 
vent  your  malice,  however  imp<i 
tent  it  maybe.  Thefe  words  arc; 
proof  of  great  malignity  of  heat 
that  ftands  in  need  of  corredtio 
Your  inclination  is  ripe  for  mi; 
chief  againft  this  country.  Of 
might  have  expedted,  that  havii 
lately  returned  from  France,  yc 
fhouid  have  felt  the  fuperior  ac 
vantages  of  our  conftitution  ovj 
the  univerfal  anarchy  and  confj 
lion  with  whichthatunhappy  cow! 
try  is  over-run  ;  but  there  may  1 
too  much  reafon  to  fufpedt,  th! 
you  did  not  go  into  that  count1 
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with  a  view  of  bringing  back  ar 
whoiefome  leffon  with  you  for  t!l 
fubjedts  of  this  country.  It  has  bet 
faid  in'  your  behalf,  that  you  we 
in  liquor  at  the  time  you  utten! 
thefe  words;  but  that  was  not  pro 
ed  to  the  fatisfadlion  of  the  jur 
who  were  charged  to  find  upon  tl 
whole  cafe,  and  they  have  found 
fo ;  and  it  is  but  a  bad  defence 
plead  one  efime  in  extenuation 
another.  There  is  another  circur 
fiance  which  is  an  aggravation 
your  crime..  From  the  fitnath 
you  are  in,  being  an  attorney,  y< 
muft  have  taken  .the  oath  of  allej 
ance  to  his  majefty  ;  this  fhews  he 
very  little  regard  y  ou  pay  to  the  oa 
fo  taken,  and  that  is  a  great  aggr 
vation  of  your  guilt.  The  coi 
have  taken  all  the  circubiftant 
into  confideration,  and,  upon,  m 
ture  deliberafton,  the  fentence 
this  court  is,  “That  you  be  impi 
foned  in  his  majefty ’s  jail  of  Nei 
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gate  for  fix  calendar  months,  and 
that  within  that  time  you  do  hand 
in  and  upon  the  pillory,  at  Charing 
Crofs,  for  one  hour,  between  the 
hours  of  twelve  and  two  ;  and  that 
you  do  find  fecurity  for  your  good 
behaviour,  for  the  period  of  five 
years,  yourfeif  in  500I.  and  two 
fureties  for  iool.  each;  and  that 
you  be  further  im-prifoned  until fuch 
fecurity  be  found.” 

Lord  Kenyon.  <—  He  mufl  be 
ftruck  off  the  roll  of  attornies  of 
fhis  court.” 

Mr.  Frofl  was  then  conducted  to 
Newgate. 

Admiralty  -Office,  June  22.  Copy 
of  a  letter  from  captain  Edward 
Pei  lew,  of  his  Majefty’s  fit  ip  La 
Nymphe,  to  Mr.  Stephens,  dated 
off  Portland,  June  19,  1793. 

I  have  the  honour  to  inform  you 
that,  at  day-light  yefterday  morn¬ 
ing,  I  was  fo  fortunate  as  to  fall  in 
with  the  national  French  frigate  La 
Cleopatra,  mounting  forty  guns, 
and  manned  with  320  men,  com¬ 
manded  by  Monfieur  Jean  Mullon, 
three  days  from  St.  Maloes,  and  had 
taken  nothing. 

We  brought  her  to  clofe  a&ion  at 
half  paft  fix,  and  in  55  minutes  took 
poueflion  of  her;  the  two  fliips  hav¬ 
ing  fallen  on  board  each  other,  we 
boarded  her  from  the  quarter  deck, 
and  ftruck  her  colours  ;  and,  find¬ 
ing  it  impoffible  to  clear  the  fhips, 
then  hanging  head  and  Hern,  we 
came  to  anchor,  which  divided  us, 
after  we  had  received  on  board  150 
prifoners.  The  enemy  fought  us 
like  brave  men,  neither  fhip  firing  a 
Ihot  until  we  had  hailed.  Her  cap** 
tain  was  killed,  three  lieutenants 
wounded;  the  number  of  men  not 
pet  ascertained,  but,  from  the  beft 
accounts,  about  fixty ;  her  mizen 
aiaft  overboard, and  her  tiller  fhot  off. 

I  am  extremely  forry  file  was  not 
purchased  at  a  lefs  expence  of  valu- 
ible  officers  and  men  on  our  parta 
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whofe  lofs  I  cannot  fufficiently  re*- 
gret,  and  to  whole  gallantry  I  can- 
not  poffibly  do  juftice.  We  had 
twenty-three  men  killed, and  twenty- 
feven  .wounded,  of  which  a  lift  ft 
inclofed. 

I  am  very  particularly  indebted 
to  my  firft  lieutenant,  Mr.  Amherfij 
Morris,  and  no  lefs  fo  to  lieute¬ 
nants  George  Luke  and  Richard 
Pellowe,  and  I  was  ably  feconded 
on  the  quarter-deck  by  lieutenant 
John  Whitaker,  of  the  -  Marine's, 
and  Mr.  Thomfon,  themafter;  and 
I  hope  I  do  not  prefume  in  recom¬ 
mending  thofe  officers  to  theft 
lordfhips’  profusion  and  favour. 
And  I  fhpulddo  injuft  ice  to  my 
brother,  captain  Ifrael  Peliew,  who 
wa's  accidentally  on  board,  if  I 
could  poffibly  omit  faying  how 
much  i  owe  him  for  his  very  dif- 
tinguifhed  firmnefs,  and  the  en* 
couraging  example  he  held  forth  to 
a  young  blip's  company,  by  taking 
upon  him  the  direction  of  fome  guns 
on  the  main  deck. 

A  lift  of  the  killed  and  wounded 
on  board  his  Majefty’s  fhip  La 
Nymphe,  Edward  Peliew,  efq. 
captain,  in  an  engagement  with  La 
Cleopatra,  a  French  frigate,  off  tbft 
Start,  on  the  19th  of  June,  1793. 

Killed. —Mr.  Thomas  James, 
boatfwain  j  Mr.  Richard  Pearfe, 
mafter’s  mate;  Mr.  George  Boyd, 
midfhipman  ;  Mr.  John  Davies, 
ditto ;  Mr.  Samuel  Edfall,  ditto ; 
with  fourteen  feamen,and  four  ma¬ 
rines. 

Wounded. —  Lieutenant  Georg? 
Luke,  fecond  lieutenant ;  Mr.  John 
A.  Norway,  midihipmau;  Mr.  John 
Plaine,  ditto;  Mr.  John  Whitaker^ 
lieutenant  of  marines;  with  feven** 
teen  Teamen  and  fix  marines. 

25.  Yefterday,  at  a  common  hall 
hel4  at  Guildhall,  Peter  Perchard, 
efq.  citizen  and  goldfmith,  and 
Charles,  Hamerton,  efq.  citizen  and. 
bricklayer,  were  cholen  llieriffs  for 
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the  year  enfuing;  and  John  Wilkes, 
efq.  was,re-ele£ted  chamberlain. 

28.  Yefterday  the  attorney-ge¬ 
neral  informed  the  court  that  he  at¬ 
tended  in  confequence  of  the  ex¬ 
traordinary  verdidt  found  by  the 
jury  upon  the  tri?il  of  Mr.  Eaton, 
’who  was  indidted  lafl  feffions  for 
publifhing  thefecond  part  of  Paine?s 
Rights  of  Man,  when  the  jury  found 
the  defendant  guilty  of  publifhing, 
but  without  any  criminal  intentioii. 
Notice  had  been  given  him,  that 
upon  the  foundation  of  this  verdidt 
the  bail  of  Mr.  Eaton  intended  to 
make  an  application  to  bedifcharged 
from  their  recognizance.  The  at¬ 
torney-general  faid  it  was  a  cafe  of 
confiderable  importance,  and  he 
was  then  ready  to  argue  it,  or  re¬ 
ceive  fuch  directions  from  thejudges 
as  they  might  think  fit  to  give.  It 
would  be  a  queftion  for  the  judges 
to  decide  what  the  legal  import  of 
the  verdidl  was.  The  cafe  was  dif- 
tinguifhed  by  its  novelty,  and  it  was 
of  great  concern  to  the  jurifpru- 
dence  of  the  country  that  the  law 
fhould  be  fettled  upon  this  point. 

The  judges  Buller  and  Wiffon 
were  of  opinion  that  the  verdidl 
called  for  the  molt  ferious  delibe¬ 
ration.  There  was  fome  difficulty 
in  afcertaining  what  the  intention 
oF  the  jury  was  when  they  pro¬ 
nounced  this  verdidi.  It  would  be 
neceffarv  to  confider  whether  it 
amounted  to  any' verdidi  at  all,  and, 
if  it  did,  whether  it  was  an  acquittal 
in  part,  or  as  to  the  whole  of  the 
Charge  upon  the  record. 

Mr.  juftice  Wilfon  faid,  the  jury 
poffibly  might  mean  that  the  fen- 
timents  contained  in  Paine’s  pam¬ 
phlet  were  not  criminal.  After 
fome  converfation  between  the 
judges  Buller,  Wilfon,  and  the  re¬ 
corder,  it  was  agreed  that  the  cafe 
fhould  be  laid  before  all  thejudges, 
in  order  that  they  might  enter  the 


proper  verdidi,  and  fettle  the  law 
upon  this  point.  No  counfel  attend 
ed  for  the  defendant.  See  p.  (20), 

29.  Yeflerday,  in  the  court  0 
Common  Pleas  at  Guildhall,  wa 
tried  before  lord  chief  juftice  Eyre 
and  a  fpecialjujry,  an  action  brough 
by  Mr.  Pallifer,  againft  the  pro 
prietors  of  a  mail  coach,  to  recove 
Satisfaction  in  damages,  for  injun 
done  to  the  plaintiff’s  wife,  througl 
negligence  of  the  driver  and  th< 
guard,  who  lef:  Mrs.  Pallifer  in  th< 
coach  while  they  went  to  drink  a 
a  public  houfe  between  Sheffield 
and  Leeds,  there  being  no  othe 
paffengers  or  any  perfon  to  taki 
care  of  the  horfes,  which  took  fright 
by  which  accident  Mrs.  Pallifer  hac 
her  leg  broke.  The  jury  found  < 
verdict  for  the  plaintiff, 
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Calcutta ,  Sept.  27,  1792.  Captaii 
Blake,  of  the  fhip  Chichefter,  of 
carrying  his  cargo  of  rice  to  Co 
ringa,  found  the  miferies  of  famim 
raging  there  to  fuch  an  e*cefs,  tha1 
even  the  women  came  off  to  the  fhij 
in  catamarans  in  the  hope  of  pro 
curing  relief.  This  tingle  circum 
(lance  muff  fpeak  the  height  0 
their  diflrefs,  as  the  female  native 
are  never  known  to  venture  on  th< 
lea.  Captain  Blake  fold  his  ric< 
confiderably  under  what  was  callec 
the  current  price,  and  even  wouk 
not  have  received  what  he  did,  hat  I 
he  not  been  affured  that  the  poo 
people  would  not  at  all  have  been 
benefited  by  an  under-fale  on  hi 
part,  and  that  the  rice  was  pur 
chafed  by  fome  wealthy  bramins. 

Captain  Blake,  touched  with  thi| 
deepefl  compdftion  for  all  th< 
wretchednefs  he  ' was  witnefs  of 
fed  800  people  daily  while  he  rej 
mained  at  Coringia,  and,  on  quit; 
ting  the  place,  left  1000  rupee) 
worth  of  rice  for  them.  ; 

The  correfpondent,  who  com) 

*  v  -  .  muni 


damage: 
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nunicates  the  information,  feels  the 
iigheft  gratification  from  being  en- 
bTed  to  proclaim  fuch  an  act  of 
lumanityb  and  fincerely  wiihes  it 
fay  have  the  happy  eli'ebt  of  ex¬ 
iting  fuch  fenfations  in  the  breads 
if  thofe,  who  poffefs  the  means, 
s  (hall  tend  to  create  fome  relief  to 
he  poor  objects,  who  are  labouring 
inder  the  miferies  of  famine  in  our 
lorthern  poflefiions. 

JULY. 

4.  The  following  extract  of  a 
etter  from  a  gentleman  on  board 
he  (hip  Shaw  Ardafier,  tq  his  friend 
n  .Calcutta,  dated  December  23,  off 
iaugur  Ifiand,  is  taken  from  the 
Calcutta  Gazette  of  January  t. — 
The  unfortunate  youth,  who  is  the 
'ubjeft  of  it,  was  the  fgn  of  fir  He.c- 
or  Mon^o,  i£.  B. 

4  Yefterday  morning  I  went  on 
hore  on  Saugur  Ifiand,  to  (hoot 
leer,  accompanied  by  lieutenant 
3yefinch,  Mr.  Downey,  and  my 
ate  unfortunate  friend,  Mr.  Munro. 
We  faw  innumerable  tracks  of  ty- 
gers  and  deer;  but  we  purfued  our 
[port  till  three  in  the  afternoon. 
We  then  fat  down  on  the  edge  of 
‘he  jungle  to  eat  fomg  cold  meat, 
and  had  but  juft  begun,  when  Mr. 
Pyefinch  and  a  black  fervant  told 
ns,  there  was  a  fine  deer  within  fix 
yards  of  us.  Mr.  Downey  arid  I 
immediately  jumped  up  to  take 
3ur  guns :  mine  was  the  neareft, 
ind  I  had  bitt  juft  laid  hold  of  if, 
when  I  heard  a  roar,  and  faw  an 
immenfe  royal  tyger  fpring  on  the 
unfortunate  Munro,  who  was  fit¬ 
ting  down.  In  a  moment  his  head 
was  in  the  beaft’s  mouth,  and  he 
tu(hed  into  the  jungle  with  him, 
with  as  much  eafe  as  I  could  lift  a 
bitten ;  tearing  him  through  the 
hickeft  bufhes  and  trees,  every 
bing  yielding  to  his  monftrous 
Irength.  The  agonies  of  horror 


and  fear  (for  there  were  two  tyger?, 
a  male  and  female)  ru.ftied  on  me 
at  once.  The  only  effort  I  could 
make,  was  to  fire  at  him,  though 
ttie  poor  youth  was  ft  ill  in  his  mouth. 
I  relied  partly  on  Providence,  partly 
on  my  own  aim,  and  fired  a  muf- 
quet.  I  faw  the  tyger  dagger,  an4 
cried  out  fo  immediately.  Mr. 
Downey  then  fi red  two  (hots,  and  I 
one  more.  We  retired  from  the 
jungle,  and  a  few  minutes  after  Mr. 
Munro  came  up  to  us,  all  over 
blood,  and  fell.  We  took  him  on 
our  backs  to  the  boat,  and  got 
every  medical  afliftance  for  him 
from  the  Valentine  Indiaman,  which 
lay  at  anchor  near  the  ifiand,  but  ip. 
vain.  He  lived  twenty-four  hours 
in  the  extreme  of  torture  :  his  hea<i 
and  fkull  were  all  torn  and  brokp 
to  pieces,  and  he  was  wounded  by 
the  claws  all  over  his  neck  and 
(boulders  ;  but  it  was  better  to  take 
him  away,  though  irrecoverable, 
than  leave  him  to  be  devoured  limb 
by  lie  b.  We  have  juft  read  the 
funeral  fervice  over  the  body,  and 
committed  it  to  the  deep.  He  was 
an  amiable  and  promifing  youth. 

4  I  mu  ft  obferve,  there  was  a 
large  fire  blazing  clofe  to  us,  com- 
poled  of  ten  or  a  dozen  whole  trees, 
I  made  it  myfelf  on  purpofe  to  keep 
the  tygers  off,  as  I  had  always  heard 
it  would.  There  were  eight  or  ten 
of  the  natives  about  us ;  many 
(Lots  had  been  fired  at  the  place, 
and  much  noife  and  laughing  at  the 
time  ;  but  this  ferocious  animal  dif- 
regarded  all.  He  was  about  four 
and  a  half  feet  high,  and  nine  long. 
His  head  appeared  as  large  as  an 
ox’s,  his  eyes  darting  fire,  and  his 
roar,  when  he  firft  feized  his  prey, 
will  never  be  out  of  my  recollec¬ 
tion.  We  had  fcarcely  pufiied  our 
boat  from  that  curfed  (hore,  when 
the  tygrefs  made  her  appearance, 
raging  mad  aimoft,  and  remained 
‘ '  -  ''  : '  on 


P  Pv  ,1  N  C  I  P  A  % 


on  the  fand  as  long  as  the  diftance 
would  allow'  me  to  Tee  hei. 

6.  On  Tuefday  died  Mr.  F. 
WaHh,  of  Nottingham,  in  confe- 
rmen.ce  of  a  mortal  wound  tie  re¬ 
ceived  on  his  majefty’s  bk:h-day 
from  his  own  fon,  who  fpoitfuliy 
difc  barged  a  piftol  clofe  to  his  fa¬ 
ther;  the  wadding  unfortunately 
penetrated  his  body,  beyond  the 
Ik  ill  of  the  phyfician,  and  he  died 
in  inexpreffible  agonies. 

ii.  This  day  Mr.  Eaton  (againft 
whom  the  late  remarkable  verdid! 
was'  found)  was  tried  in  the  court 
of  king’s  bench  for  publifning  a 
libel,  entitled  “  A  Letter  addretfed 
to  t he  Addreflers,  & c . ”  After  lord 
Kenyon  had  delivered  his  charge, 
the  jury  withdrew,  about  an  hour 
and  a  half,  and  then  found  the  de¬ 
fendant  Guilty  of  publijhing . 

Lord  Kenyon.  Gentlemen,  I  am 
afraid  the  court  mud  expedt  a  ver- 
did  of  guilty  or  not  guilty.  The 
law  has  committed  the  bufmefs  to 
you. 

Foreman.  We  have  confidered 
this  bufmefs,  my  lord,  and  this  is 
the  only  verdid!  we  can  give — 
Guilty  of  publijhing. 

Lord  Kenyon.  I  have  no  right  to 
afk  where  your  doubts  are.  If  you 
have  any  doubts,  1  {hall  endeavour 
to  remove  them.  If.  you  have  not, 
I  do  not  willi  to  fay  any  thing  vo¬ 
luntarily. 

Foreman.  My  lord,  we  have  con¬ 
sidered  it  as  much  as  polfible  among 
ourfelves,  and  we  can  give  no  other 
verdid!. 

Lord  Kenyon. ,  I  do  not  know  very 
well  what  it  means,  whether  it  im¬ 
plies  guilty  or  not  guilty.  You  are 
bound  and  {’worn  to  try  this  ifTiie — 
whether  the  defendant  is  guilty  or 
not  guilty. 

Upon  this  the  gentlemen  of  the 
jury  withdrew  again  for  near  an 
hour,  to  rec  on  (Icier  their  verdidL 


They  then  found  the  defenda; 
Guilty  of  puhlijking  the  pamphlet  \ 
queflion , 

Lord  Kenyon.  This  is  certain 
the  fame  verdid.  If  you  perfiil  | 
it,  1  cannot  help  it.  It  mud  be  i| 
corded. 

Foreman.  My  lord,  we  have  ml 
turely  inveftigated  this  bulinefs,  aif 
cannot  agree  on  any  other  verdid!] 

12.  Accounts  from  Parjs,  dat 
July  i,  fay,  that  captain  J.  Pino!1 
of  the  privateer  Dugay-Trouin,  h- 
written  to  the  minifter  of  the  marir 
that  having  taken  and  carried  in. 
port  an  Englilh  fliip  coming  fro1 
Bombay,  the  captain  of  that  fh 
gave  the  following  detail : 

“  On  the  30th  of  December  179 
being  in  the  latitude  of  9  deg.  S.  ar 
259  deg.  W.  long,  of  London,  con 
ing  from  Jacquefon  going  to  Boh 
bay,  and  wilhing  to  go  by  the  eader 
paffage,  I  was  informed  of  a  fhip 
wreck  on  the  coal!  of  New  Georgi 
in  the  Eaftern  Sea.  This  fhip  coui 
only  be  a  French  one,  as  no  othf 
fhip  or  frigate  pafled  thefe  {traits  bi 
two  Englilh  frigates,  which  hav 
lince  arrived  in  England.  Thei 
is  the  greatefl  probability  that  it  i 
the  Bouflble  or  the  Adrolabe.  I  hav 
drawn  the  plan  and  the  exad!  chat 
of  this  continent,  with  the  remarl 
on  the  latitude  and  longitude.  Cap 
Exception,  or  Cape  Deceit,  form 
the  entrance  of  the  bay  in  whic 
the  before-mentioned  veffel  wa 
Ihipwrecked.” 

Capt.  Pinou  conduced  the  Eng 
lifh  captain,  on  his  arrival,  to  tb 
committee  of  fuperintendance  a 
St.  Maloe’s,  where  he  made  a  cif 
cumfbmtial  depolition  of  all  thef 
details.  / 


Dublin,  July  1 1.  The  honourable 
dr.  Butler,  and  Mr.  Bond,  hav« 
>een  remanded  to  the  Newgate  0: 
Dublin,  after  an  argument  in  tb 
Exchequer  cha,mber  upon  their  ha 
*  bea: 
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ieas  corpus.  The  chief  baron  ob 
erved,  that,  as  the  houfe  of  lords 
ras  then  fitting,  any  error  in  the 
ommitment  fhould  be  fubmitted 
o  their  lordfhips.  See  p.  (i  r). 

Dublin ,  July  12.  A  large  mob, 
o  the  number  of  about  iooo  men, 
iffembled  at  Erris,  countv  of  Mavo, 
io  of  whom  were  armed  .  ith  muf- 
tets,  the  reft  with  bayonets,  pikes, 
kc.  They  were  met  by  Hugh 
3’Donnel*  efq.  lieut  col.  of  the 
iouth  Mayo  militia,  and  capt.  Bell, 
vith  a  party  of  the  39th  regiment, 
:onfifting  of  40  men.  Mr.  O’Don- 
lel  quitted  his  party,  and  went 
tmong  the  delinquents,  in  order  to 
ixhort  them  to  a  fenfe  of  their  duty ; 
heir  anfwer  was,  that  nothing  would 
lo,  unlefs  the  foldiers  would  deliver 
jp  , their  arms.  Mr.  O’Donnelthen 
•eturned  to  his  party,  when  they 
vere  immediately  attacked  by  a 
lifcharge  of  mufquetry,  &c.  on 
vhich  an  engagement  took  place ; 
vhen,  after  a  few  minutes,  the  mob 
'etreated,  leaving  36  dead,  and  fe¬ 
deral  dangeroufly  wounded.  Many 
arifoners  were  taken,  among  whom 
■S  one  of  the  name  of  Noon,  fup- 
i>ofed  to  be  a  principal  ringleader. 
Seven  of  the  foldiers  were  wounded, 
hree  dangeroufly.  Mr.  O’Dcnnel 
received  a  flight  wound  in  the  ancle. 

JVexford ,  July  15.  Two  men  were 
committed  to  gaol,  charged  on  oath 
with  being  concerned  in  a  riotous 
mob,  who  had  affembled  on  Mon¬ 
day  |aft  at  Templefcoby,  near  En- 
nifeorthy,  and  for  having  arms  in 
their  poffefiion,  loaded  with  powder 
and  ball.  On  Thurfdav  morning 
an  anonymous  letter  was  received, 
deliring  a  refpedlable  inhabitant 
to  apply  to  the  magiftrates  to  libe¬ 
rate  the  above  men  ;  threatening, 
in  cafe  of  refufal,  to  come  in  a  body 
of  3000,  and  burn  the  town.  Little 
notice  was  taken  of  this  threat ;  nor 
did  the  inhabitants  appear  alarmed, 
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till  about  three  o’clock,  when  & 
gentleman  rode  haftiiy  through  the 
town,  to  inform  the  magiftrates  that 
the  mob  were  not  more  than  a  quar¬ 
ter  of  a  mile  off,  and  appeared  in 
great  force.  Lieut.  Buckby,  who 
commanded  tbe_detachment  quar¬ 
tered  at  Taghmon,  and  who  had 
been  in  town  that  day,  alone,  on 
regimental  buftnefs,  was,  on  his  re¬ 
turn  to  join  his  command,  takers 
prifoner  by  the  mob,  and  forced  to 
march  back  with  them  to  Wexford. 
This  alarming  intelligence  was  im7 
mediately  communicated  to  the 
barracks,  and  about  50  foldiers  of 
the  56th  regiment,  with  three  ma¬ 
giftrates,  headed  by  the  brave  fc  ut  un¬ 
fortunate  major  Vallotton,  marched 
to  meet  the  infu ‘gents,  who  were 
drawn  up  at  the  upper  end  of  John- 
ftreet,  and  in  the  road  leading  to 
Taghmon,  in  readinefs  to  receive 
them.  The  major,  humarfely  in¬ 
tending  to  expoftulate  with  them, 
advanced  a  few  paces  before  his 
party.  Time  was  not  given  him  to. 
l'peak;  lieut.  Buckby  broke  from 
the  mob,  who  inftantly  fired  at  him  ; 
major  Vallotton  was  knocked  down 
by  them  ;  a  fhortbutdefperate  con¬ 
flict:  then  enfued.  The  major  is 
fince  dead.  The  rioters  ran  off  in. 
every  direction,  having  nine  men 
killed  on  the  fpot,  and  a  consider¬ 
able  number  wounded  ;  many  of 
whom  are  finds  dead.  Two ^inno¬ 
cent  people,  whofe  curiofity  led 
them  too  near  the  feene  of  adfion, 
unfortunately  loft  their  lives,  and 
three  or  four  were  flightly  wounded. 

19.  On  Wednefday  morning,  be¬ 
tween  feven  and  eight  o’clock,  the 
tide  flowed  into  the  harbour  of  Ply¬ 
mouth,  in  a  very  extraordinary  and 
rapid  manner ;  it  rofe  two  feet  per¬ 
pendicular  in  nine  minutes,  and  as 
rapidly  receded  again,  and  this  it 
did  three  times  in  the  fpace  of  lefs 

than  ari  hour;  it  ran  fo  very  fw.ift 

'  * 


(a8)  P  R  I  N  C 

into  the  pool,  that  it  was  impoffible 
for  a  fad-rowing  boat  to  make  head 
againd  it;  one  veffel  lod  her  bow- 
fprit,  by  being  run  foul  of  by  an¬ 
other  that  became  perfectly  unma¬ 
nageable,  owing  to  the  rapidity  of 
the  current.  Nothing  of  the  kind 
has  been  obferved  here  fi.nce  the 
great  earthquake  at  Li  (bon,  when 
the  tide  Sowed  and  ebbed  nearly  in 
the  fame  extraordinary  manner. 

Cambridge ,  July  19.  Yederday  at 
the  quarter  feifions  tor  this  town, 
Mr.  John  Cook,  baker,  in  the  Pet- 
fycury,  was  tried  on  an  indictment 
for  littering  the  following  feditious 
words  :  “  I  will  always  have  a  calf’s 
head  for  dinner  on  the  anniverfary 
.of  the  martyrdom,  fo  long  as  I  have 
money  to  buy  one :  *  *  *  * 

*  *  f  *  *  *’s  head  would  look 
well  fo  ferved  up  in  a  difh ;  there 
would  be  cut  and  come  again ;  and 
.  what  a  wonderful  difcovery  there 
would  be  when  you  came  to  the 
brains!  -D—  n  the  monarchy;  I 
want  none ;  I  with  to  fee  all  the 
churches  down,  and  the  roads  mend¬ 
ed  with  them,  and  king’s  chapel 
made  a  Stable  of.” — The  jury  found 
the  prifoner  guilty  \  and  the  fen- 
tence  of  court  was,  that  he  be  im¬ 
prifoned  three  months  in  the  town 
gaol,  pay  a  fine  of  40s.  and  find 
Sureties  for  fix  years,  himfelf  in 
tool.  and  two  fureties  in  ijol.  each. 

Newcajile ,  July  19.  At  the  quar¬ 
ter  fefiio.ns  of  this  town  and  county, 
field  at  the  Guildhall,  Alexander 
White,  who  had  been  imprifoned 
in  Newgate  for  five  months,  on  a 
charge  of  writing  and  uttering  a  fe¬ 
ditious  libel,  took  his  trial.  It  ap¬ 
peared,  that  the  prifoner  had  written 
a  paper,  which  he  had  reluctantly 
lent  to  a  friend,  to  be  returned  to 
him  in  the  morning  ;  and,  while 
the  witnefs  (Ridley)  was  reading 
the  paper,  it  was  fnatched  from  him 
by  Bunfhoa,  one  of  the  town-fer- 
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jeants.  White  undertook  his  owi 
defence,  declaring  that  his  circum 
fiances  would  not  enable  him  t<j 
procure  any  legal  afiiftance.  Th 
trial  was  conducted  with  the  great 
efi  candour;  and  the  jury,  alter  ; 
fiiort  confideration,  brought  in  ij 
verdiCt  that  the  prifoner  was  m 
guilty  of  publtJMng.  This  the  rej 
corder  objected  to,  and  the  juri 
immediately  returned  a  verdiCt  0 
not  guilty. 

22.  A  caufe  of 'confiderable  im 
portance  to  perfons  pofiefled  of  ef 
tates  in  any  of  his  majefiy’s  forefis 
was  determined  at  Winchefier  af 
fizes.  It  was  brought  by  Mr.  Bar 
foot,  of  Middleton -place,  in  tha 
county,  againft  Mr.  Bryant  of  Ha' 
fiemere,  and  other  king’s  officers 
for  a  trefpafs  on  the  premifes  of  Mr 
Barfoot,  in  the  foreft  of  Bere,  b\ 
deftroying  the  fences,  and  laying 
the  inclofures  open,  under  an  ides 
that  the  farm  had  been  clandeftinely 
taken  out  of  the  forefti  The  tria 
lafied  nine  hours,  when  the  jury 
gave  a  verdiCt  for  the  plaintiff! 
This  decifion  confirms  the  granc 
fiatute  of  limitation  againfi  the 
crown  :  peaceable  pofieffion  of  at] 
eftate  for  60  years,  is  4  good  title 
againfi  the  king,  independent  of  all 
title  deeds  or  claims  whatfoever. 

Dublin ,  July  27.  Yefierday  in  the| 
houfe  of  lords,  lord  Dillon  moved, 
that  Dr.  James  Reynolds,  then  in 
Kilrnainham  gaol  under  an  order 
cf  that  houfe,  be  difcharged  ;  which 
was  agreed  to  nem.  dif  See  f.  (15). 

AUGUST. 

$.  On  Saturday  Benjamin  Boothj' 
was  tried  at  the  quarter- feffions  at] 
Manchefter,  upon  an  indictment 
for  feditious  words.  The  jury,  after! 
a  long  trial,  delivered  their  veridiCt  \ 
of  Gudty .  The  fentence  of  the* 
court  was,  4  That  he  be  imprifoned*. 

7  •  * 


OCCURRENCES. 


793-J 

n  the  cadle  of  Lancafler  twelve 
nonths.’ 

At  Warwick  affizes,  Richard 
Peart  and  William  Belcher,  were 
convicted  on  an  indictment  for  fell¬ 
ing  the  Addrefs  -to  the  AddrefTers. 
Belcher  was  alio  indicted  foMelling 
the  Second  Part  of  the  Rights  of 
Man,  and  the  Jockey  Club  ;  but 
the  counfel  for  the  crown,  under- 
handing  the  defendant  to  have  erred 
more  through  ignorance  than  from 
any  bad  delign,  declined  giving 
evidence  on  thofe  indictments,  and 
he  was  acquitted.  They  were  book- 
fellers  in  Birmingham.  They  both 
tendered  affidavits  to  the  court  ref- 
peCling  their  circumHances,  and 
contrition  for  their  offence.  The 
court  palTed  a  fentence  of  three 
months  imprifonment  op  each  of 
the  defendants,  and  directed  that 
they  Ihould  refpeClively  find  fure- 
ties  for  their  good  behaviour  for 
tvvoyears,  themfelves  in  100I.  each, 
and  two  fureties  in  50k  each. 

Edinburgh,  Auguji  7.  This  day 
Came  on,  at  Holy  rood  Houfe,  the 
eleClion  of  a  peer  to  reprefent  the 
Scotch  peerage  in  parliament.  Af¬ 
ter  the  ufual  preliminary  bufinefs, 
the  earl  of  Lauderdale  informed  the 
meeting,  that  the  marquis  of  Tweed- 
dale  declined  Handing  a  candidate. 
His  lordfliip  then,  in  an  animated 
fpeech,  reprobated  the  late  refolu- 
tions  in  the  houfe  of  peers,  allow¬ 
ing  Britilh  peers,  created  fince  the 
Union,  to  vote  at  elections.  He 
faid  it  was  a  notorious  infringement 
of  their  privileges,  and  it  was  the 
duty  of  the  lord  regider’s  deputies 
to  refufe  their  votes.  The  refolu- 
tions  of  the  houfe  of  lords  were  not 
printed ;  they  were  not  matter  of 
record;  they  could  not  found  an 
aCtion  in  any  of  the  courts  ofWeft- 
minfter-Hall.  All  their  authority 
was  newfpaper  information,  which 
he  cautioned  them  not  to  trud  to ; 
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for,  he  was  perfuaded  nothing  (hort 
of  an  order  of  the  houfe  of  peers 
could  authorize  them  to  receive 
the  vote  of  any  noble  lord  Handing 
in  that  Htuation.  His  lordlhip  con¬ 
cluded  with  giving  in  a  proteH 
againfl  the  meafure,  which  he  in¬ 
filled  Ihould  be  inferted  in  the 
journals. 

He  was  anfwered  by  the  earl  of 
Morton,  who  faid  the  proceedings 
of  the  houfe  of  lords  were  certainly 
matter  of  record ;  they  gave  title 
to  BritiHi  peers  to  vote,  and  he 
Hiould  undoubtedly  exercife  his 
right. 

Before  calling  the  roll,  the  earl 
of  Lauderdale  wiflied  to  know  from 
Mr.  Home  whether  he  intended  to 
take  the  votes  of  BritiHi  peers  ;  and, 
being  anfwered  in  the  affirmative, 
his  lordHiip  faid,  he  would  make 
the  conduct  of  the  deputies  of  the 
lord  regifter  the  fubjeCt  of  enquiry 
in  another  place.  The  election  then 
took  place,  and  lord  Somerville  was 
chofen  by, a  very  great  majority, 
there  being  only  figned  lifts  from 
the  earl  of  Breadalbane  and  the 
earl  of  Hyndford  for  the  marquis  of 
Tweeddaie. 

10.  On  Tuefday  laH  came  on  at 
Bridgewater  affizes,  for  the  county 
of  Somerfet,  before  Mr.  jultice 
Heath  and  a  fpeciai  jury,  the  trial 
of  Meffis.  Robinfon,wholefale  book- 
fellers  inPater-noHer-Row,  for  fell¬ 
ing  the  fecond  part  of  4  Paine’s 
Rights  of  Man.’ — The  faie  in  quef- 
tion  was  of  three  copies  of  this 
pamphlet,  Cent  to  Mr.  Pyle,  book- 
leller,  at  Norton  Fitz warren,  near 
Taunton,  in  confequence  of  his 
order  for  them. — The  neceflary  evi¬ 
dence  having  been  adduced,  Mr. 
Bond  entered  on  a  very  animated 
and  energetic  defence  of  Meffrs.  Ro- 
binfon,  who,  he  faid,  declined  call¬ 
ing  any  witnefles,  and  reded  their 
caufe  upon  their  not  wilfully  or  in- 
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fientialty  lowing  fedition,  but  mere¬ 
ly  felling,  in  the  courfe  of  their  bu- 
iinefs,  a  pamphlet  which  was  then 
in  general  fale.  The  jury,  after 
going  out  of  court  for  a  few  mi¬ 
nutes,  returned  and  declared  the  de¬ 
fendants  guilty. 

At  the  affixes  at  Nottingham,  the 
trial  of  Mr.  Holt,  the  printer  of  the 
Newark  Herald,  for  felling  4  Paine’s 
Addrefs  to  the  AddrefTers,’  and  for 
reprinting  and  publifhing  4  An  ad¬ 
drefs  to  the  Manufacturers,  &c.  of 
unreprefented  Towns,  on  a  Parlia¬ 
mentary  Reform/  came  on.  Thefe 
were  two  informations  filed  by  the 
attorney- general  ex  officio.  In  the 
courfe  of  the  trial,  it  appeared  that 
the  4  Add  re  s  to  the  Addrefiers’ 
was  publiflied  by  the  defendant 
long  before  it  was  proved  to  be  a 
libel  in  any  court  of  judicature,  and 
fold  meiely  in  the  regular  courfe  of 
his  bufmefs. —  After  a  trial  of  five 
hours,  the  jury  withdrew,  taking 
the  pamphlet  with  them,  and  re¬ 
turned  in  about  half  an  hour,  with 
a  verdict  of  Guilty. — The  trial  for 
publi filing  ‘  An  Addrefs  to  the 
Manufacturers,  &c.  of  unrepre¬ 
fented  Towns  on  a  Parliamentary 
Reform,’  afterwards  came  on  :  the 
mere  fact  of  publication  was  proved. 
The  defendant  attempted  to  pro¬ 
duce  evidence  to  prove  that  this 
was  only  a  republication  of  a  paper, 
publiflied  by  a  fociety  in  London 
ft>r  effecting  a  parliamentary  reform, 
in  the  year  1783,  of  which  Mr. 
Pitt  and  the  duke  of  Richmond 
were  members ;  and  at  that  time 
printed  in  all  the  newfpapers.  This 
evidence,  thecounfe!  for  the  crown 
objected  to,  and  after  feme  argu¬ 
ments,  it  was  not  admitted.  The  jury 
then  withdtew,  taking  the  paper 
with  them,,  and  icturned  in  about 
three  quarters  of  an  hour,  with  a 
verdiCt  of  Guilty. , 

16.  On  Wednefcav  the  Sierra 

at 
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Leone’s  company’s  fhip  Amy  ar¬ 
rived  at  Spithead  with  a  cargo  of 
African  produce,  confifting  chiefly 
of  camwood,  ivory,  gum,  pepper, 
hides,  and  bees-wax.  The  difi- 
patches,  which  are  dated  the  14th 
of  June,  mention,  that  the  rains  had; 
let  in  feveral  weeks  before,  butthatl 
the  colony  continued  to  be  in  very 
good  health.  The  colonifts  were 
all  put  in  poffeffion  of  fmall  lots  of 
land ;  and  a  new  town,  on  a  more 
regular  and  extended  fcale,  was  be¬ 
gun  to  bebuilt.  Between  20oand  300 
Nova  Scotians  were  ufually  at  work 
for  the  company,  and  a  large  party 
of  natives  continued  to  work  at  the 
plantation  begun  by  the  company 
on  the  oppofite  fide  of  the  river, 
where  the  foil  proves  extremely 
fruitful,  and  the  experiments  in 
fiigarj  cotton,  &c.  appear  to  be 
very  promifing.  The  native  chiefs  j 
and  people  continuedto  be  extremely 
friendly,  and  fome  of  them,  on  the 
occafion  of  fome  veffels  appearing,  1 
which  were  miftaken  for  French 
privateers,  came  down  to  offer  their 
afliftance  in  prote&ing  the  colony* 
The  company’s  fchoois  are  regu¬ 
larly  attended  by  300  children,  a- 
mong  whom  there  are  fome  chil¬ 
dren  of  the  natives. 

17.  The  following  account  has 
been  received  at  the  Eaft  India 
Houle,  from  captain  Hartwell,  of 
his  majefly’s  fhip  Thetis : 

An  account  of  the  unfortunate" 
lofs  of  the  Hon.  company’s  lhip 
Winterton,  George  Dundas  late' 
commander,  brought  to  St.  Helena 
the  15th  of  June,  by  an  American 
brig  from  the  Ifle  of  France. 

Thomas  de  Sou 2a,  pafienger, 
arrived  at  the  Ifle  of  France,  April 
16,  1793. 

The  fhip  ftnfek  at  two  o’clock 
in  the  morning,  Auguft  20,  1792. 
At  four  o’clock,  having  hove  the 
guns  and  part  of  the  cargo  over¬ 
board, 
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,  they  cut  away  her  mails. 
Jay-light,  being  but  feven  miles 
(k  the  main  land,  the  yawl  was 
on  Shore  for  afllftance.  In  the 
it  of  the  20th,  the  long-boat, 
:er;  and  jolly-boat,  were  ftove  to 
:es  by  the  immenfe  fea,  which 
;atedly  broke  over  the  Ihip.  On 
a i  A,  the  fea  continuing,  and  per- 
mg  the  yawl  returning  from  the 
*e,  captain  Dundas  hoifted  fig- 
,  ordering  her  not  to  come  along- 
,  which  file  obeyed,  and  again 
rned  to  the  Shore.  On  the  2£d, 
x  o’clock  in  the  morning,  cap- 
Dundas  perceiving  the  ihip  to 
feparatiing,  fixed  the  ladies  on. 
top  of  the  poop,  with  provi- 
s,  & c.  The  reft  of  the  paf- 
•ers  and  people  took  their  fta- 
s  in  the  mizen-chams,  & c.  when 
•rdered  the  poop  to  be  cut  away, 
s  faved  their  lives.  At  nine 
ock  the  Ship  divided  into  four 
:es,  when  captain  Dundas,  Mr. 
■Imers,  &c.  were  drowned.  Mr. 
e,  Mr.  de  Souza,  and  the  fourth 
e,  with  four  feamen,  went  into 
yawl  to  Defel,  from  thence  to 
fambique,  when  they  procured  a 
el  to  fetch  the  ladies,  & c.  from 
iagafear  to  the  Ifte  of  France, 
"he  Winterton  loft  at  Madagaf- 
Auguft  20th,  1792,  lat.  23.  50, 
md  afterward  we  went  to  St. 
^uftine’s  bay,  about  four  days 
ch. 

aftengers  loft.— Captain  Dun- 
Mr.  Chalmers,  ftrft  mate;  Mifs 
3pwan,  Mifs  Cullen,  Mifs  Ro¬ 
hm,  and  40  men. 
aflengers  faved. — Mrs.  Cullen, 
s  Mary  Cullen,  Mifs  Lyne, 
s  Bailey,  Mifs  Briftow,  Mrs. 
as,  Mr.  Dunn,  purfer;  Mr. 
ns,  fecond  mate  ;  Mr.  Dale,  third 
e ;  Mifs  M.  Briftow  ;  the  fifth 
Sixth  mates,  and  the  midfhip- 
1 1  lieut.  Brownrig;  Mr.  Hamil- 
writer,  Bengal ;  Mr.  Hamilton, 
h  Madras;  Mr.  Gowan,  cadet; 


Mr.  Gordon,  ditto  ;  Mr.  Lyn, -ditto; 
Hon.  Mr.  Ramfay,  Mr.  Buchanan, 
Mr.  Collier,  F.  M;  Mr.  Thompfon, 
Mr.  Silk,  Dr.  Lily. 

F.  J.  Hartwell* 

By  a  lift  received  at  the  Eaft  In¬ 
dia  Houfe  from  Mr.  John  Dale; 
third  mate  of  the  Winterton,  in  a 
letter  from  Mofambique,  dated  20th 
February  1793,  the  following  have 
been  faved  from  the  wreck  :  Ship's 
company  87,  king’s  troops  99, 
company’s  recruits  3,  ibMierd 
wives  7,  paflengers  32. — Total  228. 

Edinburgh ,  Aug.  30.  On  Mon¬ 
day  came  on  the  trial  of  Mr.  Tho¬ 
mas  Muir,  the  younger,  of  Huix- 
terfhili,  for  feditious  pradHces. 

The  prifoner,  in  the  indictment, 
was  accufed  of  wickedly  and  felo¬ 
niously  exciting,  in  November  laft, 
at  different  meetings  at  Kirkin-. 
tilloch,  Camp  fie,  &c.  denominated 
focieties  for  reform,  by  means  of 
feditious  fpeeches  and  harangues, 
a  fpirit  of  disloyalty  and  di  faff  ac¬ 
tion  to  the  king  and  the  eftablifhed 
government— of  adyiftng  and  ex¬ 
horting-  perfons  to  purchafe  and  pe- 
rufe  feditious  and  wicked  publica¬ 
tions  and  writings,  (viz.  Paine’s 
Works,  a  Declaration  of  Rights, 
tHe  Patriot,  & c.)  calculated  to  pro-  ‘ 
duce  a  fpirit  of  diiloyalty  and  d 'if. 
affedfion  to  the  king  and  govern¬ 
ment — of  diftributing  or  circular 
ting  a  feditious  writing  or  publica¬ 
tion  of  the  tendency  afore  fin'd,  or 
caufing  to  be  distributed  or  circu-y 
lated  fuch  feditious  writing  or  pub-  ’ 
iication — of  producing  and  reading 
aloud,  in  a  public  meeting  or  con¬ 
vocation  of  perfons,  a  feditious 
and  inflammatory  writing  (viz.  An 
Addrefsfrom  the  Society  of  United 
Irishmen  in  Dublin,  to  the  Dele- 
ates  for  promoting  a  Reform  in 
cotland)  tending  to  produce  in 
the  minds  of  the  people  a  fpirit  of 
infurreCtion  and  opposition  to.  the 
dftabftffied  government— and  pub- 
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licly  approving  of  and  recom¬ 
mending,  in  the  laid  meeting,  fitch 
jeditious  and  inflammatory  writing, 
&c. 

To  ;  the f<e  charges  Mr.  Muir 
pleaded  Not  Guilty. — He  faid  he 
had  nothing  to  obferve  on  the 
relevancy;  he  would  trufl  him- 
fe if  entirely  to  the  jury.  He  had 
given  in,  when  la  ft  before  the  court, 
written  defences,  in  which  he  de¬ 
clared  the  libel  to  be  falfe,  and  that 
he  would  prove  that  he  all  along  fup- 
ported  the  eonftitution.  Being-  afked 
if  he  had  any  other  defence,  he  faid 
he  refted  upon  his  written  defence;- 
he  had  uniformly  advifed  the  people 
to  purfue  legal  and  conftitutiona! 
meafu res ; and  that  he  had  alfo  act  /ifed 
them  to  read  all  books  written  upon 
the  great  national  queftion  of  reform. 

The  jury  being  named,  Mr. 
Muir  objected  to  every .  one  of 
them ;  he  faid,  that  as  the  gentle¬ 
men,  however  refpe&able,  were  all 
fubfcribers  to  the  Goldfmith's  Hall 
Aftociation,  and  had  offered  a  re¬ 
ward  for  difcovering  thofewho  had 
circulated  what  they  deemed  fedi- 
tious  writings,  they  had  already 
prejudged  him,  and  were,  there¬ 
fore,  improper  perfons  to  pafs  on 
his  aflize. 

The  folicitor  general,  in  reply, 
faid,  that  their  lordfhips.  were 
equally  precluded,  as  they  had,  with 
every  friend  to  the  conftitution, 
condemned  the  writings  of  Paine. 

The  court  unanimoufly  repelled 
the  objection. 

The  firft  witnefs  called  was 
Alexander  Johnfton,  bleacher,  at 
Kincaid  Bleachfield.  Mr.  Muir  ob¬ 
jected  to  his  teftimony,  as  he  could 
produce  evidence  tb  prove  that  the 
witnefs  had  faid  he  would  do  every 
thing,  in  his  power  to  have  him 
hanged.  The  court  repelled  the 
objection,  and  the  witnefs  fwore, 
that  Mr.  Muir  was  prefent  at  a 
meeting  of  the  friends-  of  the  peo- 
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pie  at  Kirkintilloch,-  in  No'vemb: 
laft,  where  he  harangued  the  pc 
pie;  in  which  he  obferved,  th 
thi^  country  was  not  properly  r 
prefented.  He  entered  into  a  cor' 
parifon  between  our  conftitutit 
and  the  French,  and  faid  they  we: 
more  equally  reprefented,  tv 
thirds  of  their  national  debt  paijf 
their  taxes  fefs,  and  that  they  wou 
be  fuccefsful;  advifed  theny  to  p! 
tition  parliament,  and  publifh  th<; 
proceedings.  On  a  crofs  intern 
gatory,  the  witnefs  faid,  that  M 
Muir  recommended  peace,  for  all 
tumultuous  act  would  rftin  thif 
caufe. 

'  i  *  * 

Robert  Weddell,  vice;preflde 
of  the  fociety,  was  Hkewife  prefe 
at  the  meeting,  and  heard  Mr.  Mi: 
fay  fomething  about  the  unequal  i 
prefentation  of  the  people— -a; 
that  Paine’s  works  were  foreign 
their  purpofe. 

Mr.  James  Lapflie,  Efnnifi 
of  Camplie,  was  objected  to,  jj 
being  prefent  at  the  precogniti* 
of  the  witneffes,  taking  notes,  a 
even  putting-  queftions  to  fome 
them.  Several  witneffes  were  t 
amined  upon  this  point ;  and  t 
faCt  being  proved,  the  lord  ad\ 
cate  gave  up  his  evidence. 

Henry  Freeland,  prefes  of  1 
fociety,  alfo  heard  Mr.  Mui 
fpeech.  After  the  fociety  brc 
up,  Mr.  Muir,  Freeland,  and  oth< 
retiring-  to  a  public -houfe,  the  v 
nefs  exprefling  a  wifh  to  fee  Pair 
works,  Mr.  Muir  faid-  he  had 
copy  in  his  great  coat  pocket  wh: 
he  might  read ;  that  he  accordiil 
ly  did  fo,  and  lent  it  to  feveral  of  i 
neighbours.- 

Here  the  trial  was  interrupt 
for  fome  time  by  a  requifitl 
from  Mr.  Muir,  that  a  gentlemai  r 
the  clerk’s  table  fliOuld  be  inclol 
as  an  exculpatory  evidence;  whig 
after  a  little  altercation*  was  paw 
from. 

Wilfil 
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■  William  Muir  declined  fwearing. 
le  faid,  it  was  againft  his  princi- 
les,  as  he  was  a  Mountaineer.  Be- 
ig  told  he  muff  either  fwear  or  go 
:>  gaol,  whence  he  would  never 
e  liberated,  he  faid  he  could  not 
sip  it;  he  hoped  the  Lord  Was  there 
;  well  as  any  where  elfe,  He  was 
: cor'di n gly  c o in  n  u tte d  „  His  fcru pie s 
sing  afterward  removed  by  the 
ev.  Mr.  Dun,  he  was  examined, 
id  fwore  he  faw  Freeland  take 
aineV  works  but  of  Mr.  Muir’s 
3cket ;  and  that  Mr.  Muir  ’gave  the 
itnefs  a  copy  of  the  Politcal  Pro- 
efs,  and  ten  or  twelve  ndmbers  t>f 
e  Patriot ;  that  he  defired  him  to 
ew  them  to  the  members  of  his 
ciety,  and  Would  not  take  them 
ick. 

Amie  Fifties*  faid  fhe  was  fer- 
int  to  Mr*  Muir’s  father  in  au- 
run  laft,  and  that  he  was  then 
tich  employed  in  reading  and 
riting,  hut  fhe  did  licit  know  what; 
at  file  carried  from  him  to  the 
inter,  a  Declaration  of  Rights, 
arked  with  forne  corrections,  to 
reprinted ;  that  a  number  of 
untry  people  coming  to  the  ihop 
Mr.  Muir’s  father  about  this  time, 
deal  of  converfation  palfed  cbh- 
hiing  Paine’s  Fights  of  Man, 
ch  Hie  has  heard  the  prifoner 
y  was  a  good  book  ;  that  file  fe¬ 
ral  times  bought  both  parts  of  the 
»ok,  and  gave  them  t£>  different 
ople ;  that  Mr.  Muir  wiftied  his? 
ir-dreftbr  (Mr.  Wiifon)  to  pur- 
afe  them,  and  ke£p  them  in  his 
op  to  enlighten  the  people,  faying 
at  it  confuted  Burke  entirely; 
it  fhe  has  feen  the  Paifley  Decla- 
'ioh  in  Mr.  Muir’s  houf’e,  and  k 
aiogue  between  the  Governors 
d  the  Governed,  which  laft  he 
d  was  vefv  clever,  and  written 
one  of  the  firft  men  .in  France  ; 
it  fhe  heard  Mr.  Muir  read  part 
the  Paifley  Declaration  in  his  fa- 
■Y'i  back  fiibp,  and  that  the  com- 
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mon  topis  of  his  converfation  was 
politics ;  that  Mr.  Muir  faid,  when 
the  reform  took  place,  he  would  be 
member  for  Caider;  that  members 
would  then  be  allowed  30s.  or  40s.' 
a-day,  and  that  none  but  hone  ft 
men  would  be  admitted;  to  keep 
the  conftitution  clean ;  and  when 
the  conftitution  was  put  under  a 
proper  foundation,  they  would  get 
new  cbunfeliors,  who  would  govern 
the  nation  with  juftice ;  that  France 
would  foon  be  the  moft  llourifhing 
kingdom  in  the  world,  for  they  had 
abolifhed  tyranny ;  that  file  has 
caufed  the  organift  in  the  ftreets  of 
Glafgow  to  play  Ca  Ira,  at  Mr. 
Muir’s  defire.  •  , 

Thomas  Wiifon,  barber,  faid, 
that  Mr.  Muir  exhorted  him  to 
purchafe  Paine’s  Rights  of  Man. 

John  Muir  faid,  that  Mr.  Muir’s 
maid  bought  a  copy  of  Paine  for 
him. 

James  Campbell,  writer  to  the 
fignet,  faid  he  was  prefent  at  a 
meeting  of  the  convention  of  de¬ 
legates  in  December  laft ;  that  Mr„ 
Muir  read  the  addrefs  from  the 
United  Society  of  Iriftimen,  and 
moved  that  it  ftiould  be  an- 
fwered ;  which  was  oppofed  by 
others  ill  the  fociety,  and  at  laft  ne¬ 
gatived. 

fames  Denholm,  writer  in  Edin¬ 
burgh*  depofed  to  the  fame  effect. 

Mr.  Mftif  having  admitted  the 
declarations  He  emitted  at  Edin¬ 
burgh  and  Straiiraer  to  be  his,  and 
alfo  the  pocket-book  and  papers 
found  upon  him,  the  evidence  for 
the  crown  was  clofed. 

,  Evidence  for  Ikfr.  Ivfuir. 

William  Skncying  of  Strath  rut!  die 
faid,  that  Mr.  Muir  went  to  Lom 
don,  to  be  prefent  at  a  meeting  of 
the  Friends  of  the  People  ;  that  he 
received  a  letter' from  Mr.  Mail  at: 
London,  giving  an  account  of  what: 
he  did  at  the  meeting  ;  that  it  was 
the  Opinion  of  the  fociety  in  Lon- 
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don  that  be  fhould  go  to  Prance, 
in  order  to  fee  if  he  could  have  any 
influence  to  prevent  the  execution 
of  the  king;  that  he  received  a  let¬ 
ter  from  Mr.  Muir  at  Paris,,  inform¬ 
ing  him  that  he  would  return  to 
his  friends  in  Scotland  immediate¬ 
ly  ;  that  he  had  frequently  been 
in  company  vvith  Mr.  Muir,  both 
in  fbcieties  and  privately,  and  ne¬ 
ver  heard  him  fpeak  againft  the 
conftitution,  but  the  reverfe ;  that 
his  whole  conduct  was  of  a  con¬ 
trary  tendency,  and  that  he  disap¬ 
proved  of  Mr.  Paine’s  principles 
of  government.  He  ^Skirving)  was 
fecretary  to  the. general  convention. 

James  Campbell,  writer  to  the 
fignet,  produced  two.  letters  receiv¬ 
ed  from  Mr.  Muir  in  France,  ex- 
prefling  his  forro-w,  for  being  obliged 
to  leave  fo  amiable  a  circle.  Fie 
never  heard  Mr.  Muir  fpeak  a  gain  ft 
conftitution,  but  has  heard  him 
fav  Paine’s  works  were  dangerous 
for  weak  minds. 

John  Buchanan,  "William  John- 
flon,  efq.  Maurice  Thompibn, 
Charles  Salter,  Mr.  Reid,  and  a 
great  number  of  other  witneffes, 
fwore  to  the  regular  and  peaceable 
behaviour  of  Mr.  Muir;  and  all  of 
them  concurred  that  he  uniformly 
declared  his  refpefl  for  the  coniluti- 
tiqn;— fa  id  it  was  an  excellent  con- 
ftituion,  the  beft  in  the  world,  and 
that  the  king  was  the  father  of  his 

o 

people  ;  that  upon  all  oc cations  lie 
recommended  the  fame  principles 
to  the  different  Societies  with  which 
he  aiTociated. 

The-lord  advocate  addreffed  the 
jury.  He  faid,  that  if  in  the  range 
bf  his  official  duty,  in  bringing  per- 
Ions  to  the  bar  accufed  of  ftnpihr 
offences,  there  had  been  any  one 
whole  conduct  was  more  pecu¬ 
liarly  marked  by  the  fpirit  of 
diabolical  mifchief,  this  was  the 
man  !  Under  the  pretence  of'  re- 
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form,  he  had  been  at  particular  pains 
to  inftii  into  the  minds  of  the  un¬ 
informed  and  unwary,  doctrines  of. 
the  moft  pernicious  tendency,  de-. 
ftrutftive  of  all  order,  and  calcu¬ 
lated  to  overturn  the  conftitution;: 
and  by  an.  mfidious  domparifon 
between  France  and  this  country, 
had  left  no  room  to  doubt  that  hisj 
wifli  was  to  introduce  the  fame 
anarchy,  which,  in  that  infatuatec 
nation,  had  occafioned  fuch  blood- 
filed  and  ravage.  Of  the  writing! 
of  that  wretched  outcaft  Paine,  h< 
would  fay  little.  The  opinion  o. 
the  country  fufficiently  marked  th< 
defeftation  in  which  they  were  held 
The  boafted  interference  of  th< 
prifonei\  to  fave  the  unfortu 
nate  king  of  France,  fufticienth 
pointed  out  that  he  was  a  miffionar 
to  that  country. 

His  lordfhip  then  recapitulatei 
thole  parts  of  the  evidence,,  which! 
in  his  opinion,  indelibly  ftaaipei, 
the  criminal  intentions  of  the  pri 
fbner,  whofe  adlions  juftified  hi; 
ftigmatifing  him  as  the  peft  of  Scot; 
land.  He  concluded,  by  demand 
ing  from  the  Jury  fuch  a  verdk; 
as  their  regard  for  their  courrtr 
and  its  laws,  which  they  wer 
bound  to  preferve  inviolate,  an| 
the  voice  of  their  confcience,  mu: 
naturally  didfate  to  them. 

Mr.  Muir  then  rofe.  He  faii 
that  amidft  the  inqiiifttorial  keer; 
nefs  of  his  adverfaries,  aided  as  thel 
had  been  by  domeftic  fpies,  it  w<‘| 
a  confolation  to  him  that  his  me  j 
ral  charafher  had  been  unimpeache<l 
The  aceufation  of  fedition-  wi 
merely  a  pretext :  his  real  crirrl 
was,  he  had  been  a  friend  to  r<l 
form;  and  to  this  charge,  had 
been  fo  laid,  he  would  have  pleacy: 
ed  guilty  at  once.  But  why  fhoiiT 
he  be  h  ngled  out  as'  a  viflim  c| 
this  occafion  ?  Were  not  the  prefei  | 
mlnifter,  Mr.  Pitt,  and  the  duke  <  t 
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lichmond,  at  one  period,  equally  the 
idvocates  of  reform  ?  And  if  he  was 
he  peft  of  Scotland,  with  equal 
>ropriety  might  they  be  termed  the 
>efts  of  England. —Nay,  not  to  go 
>ut  of  court,  was  not  the  lord  ad¬ 
vocate  himfelf,  not  rhany  months 
go,  a  reformer,  in  being  a  delegate 
or  amending  the  representation  of 
he  counties  of  Scotland  ?  He  quo- 
ed.  Bla-ckftone,  to  fhow  that  his 
>pinion  of  the  reprefentation  of 
his  country  was  fimilar  to  his  own. 

As  to  the  affairs  of  France,  of 
vhich  fo  much  had  been  faid,  with 
efpefl  to  foirTe  advantages  they 
xifiefted,  bv  their  cCnftitution  and 
heir  mode  of  taxation,  he  had  on- 
y  ftated  faffs,  which  he  tr ufted 
:ould  not  be  considered  feditious. 
de  denied  his  having  any  miffion 
o  that  country,  and  unlefs  any 
uixiety  to  prevent  the  effulion  cf 
)lood  were  criminal,  no  circum- 
lance  attending  his  vifit  to  that 
lountry  could  be  deemed  fo.  He 
hen  mentioned  the  circumftances 
vhich  occafioned  the  delay  of  his 
return  to  this  country  from  France; 
he  difficulties  he  encountered  in  ef- 
efling  it,  and  the  readinefs  he  had 
wer  (down  to  fubjeCl  himfelf  to  a 
zerdidl  of  his  countrymen.  Fie  con*  * 
duded  with  an  earned:  appeal  to  the 
ury,  as  they  regarded  their  future 
^eace  of  mind,  to  return  a  verdift 
if  acquittal.  The  lord  juftice  clerk 
laving  fummed  up  the  evi- 
lence,  the  court  rofe  about  two 
n  the  morning,  and  at  twelve  on 
Saturday  the  jury  returned  a  ver- 
fi&,  finding  the  prifbner  guilty. 

The  court  then  fentenced  Mr. 
Muir  to  be  tranfported  beyond  Teas, 
o  fuch  place  as  his  majefty,  with 
he  advice  of  his  privy  council, 
hould  judge  proper,  for  the  fpace  of 
ourteen  years. 

Mr.  Pvluir  obferved,  that  had 
ie  been  carried  from  the  bar  to  the 


fcaffold,  he  would  have  met  his  fate 
with  equal  coolnefs,  fo  convinced 
was  he  of  the  juftice  of  his  con- 
duel.*-— He  was  then  conveyed  to 
the  Tolbooth. 

S  E  P  T  E  M  B  E  R. 

4.  Yefterday  died,  at  his  lodgings 
at  Deptford,  a  native  of  Otaheile, 
who  was  lately  brought  over  by 
captain  Bligh,  in  the  Providence 
frigate.  Fie  was  Subject  to  pul¬ 
monary  affections,  had  been  fre¬ 
quently  ill  during  the  voyage,  an d 
twice  recovered  from  imminent 
death,  by  the  unremitting  atten¬ 
tions  of  his  friends,  who  were  ever 
ready  to  contribute  whatever  had  a 
tendency  to  promote  his  health  and 
comfort,  particularly  his  patron 
captain  Bligh.  This  unfortunate 
young  man  was  feized, dliortly  after 
his  arrival,  with  inteftine  com¬ 
plaints,  and  became  much  better, 
when  a  violent  recurrence  of  his 
fymptoms  on  Friday  morning  tend¬ 
ed  to  accelerate  his  diffolu-tion  :  his 
native  fuavitv  of  manners  had  en- 
d eared  him  to  all  who  knew  him, 
and  his  death  is  fineerelv  lamented 

d' 

by  every  individual  engaged  in  the 
expedition. 

3.  The  Shark  (loop  of  war  is 
arrived  at  Portfmouth  with  the  fol¬ 
lowing  intelligence: 

A  very  defperate  action  took 
place  on  the  epaft  of  America,  near 
Sandy  Hook,  on  the  1  fig  of  Augufr, 
between  the  B  oft  on  frigate  of 
guns  and  220  men,  and  the  Am- 
bufeade,  a  French  frigate  of  58 
guns  and  a-oo  men.  The  circtim- 
fiances  of  the  aChon  are  highly 
honourable  to  the  memory  of  cap¬ 
tain  Courtenay,  who  unfortunately 
fell  in  it, 

A  letter  received  from  an  officer 
on  board  the  Pluto,  which  failed 
in  company  with  the  Bofton,  gives 
the  following  particulars : 
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44  St.  John’s,  Newfoundland, 
Aug.  20,  1793. 

“  On  the  17th  ult.  I  failed  in  his 
majefty’s  ftiip  Pluto,  from  this 
place,  in  company  with  the  Bofton 
frigate,  of  32  guns,  commanded  by 
captain  Courtenay,  on  a  criiife. 
After  cruifing  to  the  fouthward 
about  three  weeks,  we  fell  in  with 
and  captured  the  Lutiri,  a  fine  brig, 
mounting  16  guns  and  four  Iwivels, 
from  Martinico  bound  to  Havre  de 
Grace,  which  we  took  after  an  en¬ 
gagement  Of  three  quarters  of  an 
hour,  without  the  lofs  of  a  {ingle 
man  either  killed  or  wounded.  The 
Frenchman  had  three  killed  and 
four  wounded,  arid  another  has 
fince  died  in  confequence  of  his 
wounds. 

“  On  the  3  1  ft  of  July,  the  Bofton 
arrived  off  Sandy  Kook  and  hoift- 
ed  French  colours,  which  decoy¬ 
ed  the  Ambufca.de  French  frigate 
lying  in  that  harbour,  the  captain 
6f  which  ferit  off  his  fifft  lieutenant, 
fuppofing  the  Bofton  to  be  one  of 
her  contorts.  The  boat  was  fur- 
prifed,  and  the  o dicers  and  crew 
lent  on  board  cur  frigate,  after 
which  the  boat  was  funk. 

44  On  this,  the  French  frigate 
made  fail,  and  the  Bolton  prepared 
for  aft  ion.  The  two  flops  foon  met 
within  piftol-ftfot  i  the  action  con¬ 
tinued  for  upward  of  two  hours, 
during  which  the  Bolton  had  her 
mails  and  rigging  much  {battered, 

44  Caotain  Courtenay  and  the 
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ftrft  lieutenant  of  marines  were 
killed  by  the  fame  fliot.  The 
Ambufcade  had  a  tender  with  her, 
which  fupplied  her  with  frefti  hands 
three  different  times  The  Boflon 
had  eleven  men  killed  vnd  twenty 
wounded,  b elide  the  two  officers ; 
and  finding  the  frigate  an  over¬ 
match,  fhe  fleered  away,  and  ar¬ 
rived  at  this  place  terribly  mauled. 
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The  Ambufcade  likewife  fuffered 
very  feverely.” 

7.  A  ffnall  neat  marble  monu¬ 
ment  has  been  juft  fet  up  in  the. 
middle  aifte  of  Crlpplegate  churchy 
to  the  memory  of  the  great  poet 
Milton.  It  confifts  of  a  bull,  as; 
i  animated’  as  the  duffel  of  the  ari 
till  can  make  it,  the  fculpture  oil 
Bacon.  Th^re  is  no  4  lloried  urn, 
but  underneath  is  a  plain  tablet,  with 
the  following  infeription :  4  John1 
Milton,  Author  of  Paradife  Loffi 
born  December,  i6o8,  died  No- 
veifiber,  1674.  His  father  Johr. 
Milton,  died  March  1646.  Thej 
were  both  interred  in  this  church:’] 

8 .  On  S’a t urd ay  M r .  Dow  1  i rig,  t h< 
furgeon,  concerned  in  the  trial  o 
captain  Kimbfer,  was  difehargee 
from  Newgate  off  bail;  having  been 
allowed  to  tranfport  himfelf. 

9.  On  the  5th  inftant,  in  a  fiek 
in  the  poffeffion  of  Mr.  Moor,  if 
the  parifli  of  Felmingham,  Norfolk 
a  fpot  of  ground  of  nearly  twenpl 
yards  in  circumference,  of  a  circiP 
lar  form,  fuddenly  funk  to  the  deptlj 
of  five  feet;  and  on  Saturday  foil 
lowing  another  chafm,  nine  feet  ft 
depth,  and  of  about  fhe  fame  ex 
tent  and  form  as  the  afore- mentiorij 
ed,  was  difeovered  in  a  fidd  in  tKj 
poffefiion  of  Mr.  Ham,  in  the  fanr 
pafilh.  It  is  fuppofed  they  boti 
funk  at  the  fame  time,  although  tin* 
latter  was  not  obferved  till  the  da; 
above  Hated.  The  earth  is  mud  j 
cracked  round  the  fpots,  but  thj 
parts  fettled  are  perfectly  whole.  jj 

10.  On  Friday  the  6th  inft.  dieeijj 
at  Fairfield  Head,  near  Longnor,  ii|l 
Staffordfhire,  William  Billings,  foil 
clier,  at  the  great  age  of  1 14;  an< * 
what  is  further  worthy  of  remark! 
this  veteran  travelled  through  thi. 
extend  ve  ftretch  of  time,  withou 
ever  experiencing  a  fit  of  ficknefi 
and  at  Iafr  expired  without  qualni 
or  groan.  General  C  ado  gun,  wiki 
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iedafew  years  ago,  was  one  of  the 
ift  of  queen  Anne’s  officers  that 
irvived  the  great  Marlborough  ; 
nd  Billings,  the  laff  private  in  Eng- 
tnd,  that  fervid  under  that  great 
ommander.  Billings’  birth  and 
eath  were  equally  extraordinary  : 

,e  was  born  under  a  hedge,  in  the 
ear  1679,  not  a  hundred  yards 
rom  the  cottage  where  he  died. 

13.  This  day,  at  the  Old  Bailey, 
gremiah  Reading  was  capitally  coll¬ 
ided,  for  uttering  a  falfe,  forged, 
nd  counterfeit  bill  'of  exchange, 
importing  to  Redrawn  by  one  John 
Vhite,  dated  fffiftol,  February  21, 
792,  for  80L  upon  John  King,  ekp 
nd  accepted  by  him,  payable  to 
he  faid  Jeremiah  or  order,  with  in- 
ent  to  defraud  William  Dalby,  and 

vO. 

1 7,  This  day,  at  the  fame  place, 
vas  capitally  convidted,  John 
fhompfon,  for  felonioufly  foi'ging 
nd  counlerfeitmg  a  certain  receipt, 
>urporting  to  be  figned  by  Edward 
Howell,  for  the  payment,, of  15I. 
vith  intent  to.  defraud  the  hon. 
Henry  St!  Johri. 

Perth,  Sept.  18.  Yefterdav  the 
:ircuit  court  of  judiciary  proceed¬ 
ed  to  the  trial  of  the  rev.  T.  F.  Pal-  „ 
Tier,  an  Unitarian  mini  her,  refid- 
ng  in  Dundee.  The  Judges  were 
ord  Effirove  and  lord  Abercrom- 

.  t> 
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Counfel  far  the  crown— Allen 
Macconochie  and  John  Burnet, 
-fqrs.  advocates.  ‘ 

Counfel  for  the  panned — John 
Blerk  and  John  Baggart,  efqrs. 
idvocates. 

The  indiTment  dated,  that  the 
raid  T.  F.  Palmer,  in  the  month  of 
July,  1793,  having  been  prefen t  at 
1  meeting  held  at  Dundee,  denomi¬ 
nating  itfelf  “  A  Society  of  the 
friends  of  Liberty,”  did  there 
put  into  the  hands  of  George  Meal- 
naaker,  weaver,  in  Dundee,  a  writ- 
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ing  of  a  feditious  import,  in  the 
form  of  an  addrefs  to  their  friends 
and  fellow  citizens,  which  writing 
was  felonioufiy  written  or  compofed 
by  T.  F.  Palmer,  or  by  him  caufed 
to  be  compofed  and  written;  and 
which  writing,  after  it  had  under¬ 
gone  feveral  alterations  fuggefled  by 
the  faid  meeting,  was  given  to  him 
a<min,  in  order  that  it  mip-ht,  bv  his 
means,  be  publifhed,  printed,  and 
circulated  ;  and  which  writing  he 
did  print,  or  caufed  to  be  printed 
as  follows ; 

Dundee ,  Berean  Meeting.  Houfc ,  July 

1  793* 

At  a  General  Meeting  of  the 
Friends  of  Liberty,  they  unani- 
moullv  refolved  to  publifli  the 
following  Addrefs  to  their  fellow- 

/  O  ....  1  "  /  '  ;  .  <  > 

citizens  : 

u  Friends  mid  Fellow  Citizens, 

“  You,  who  by  your  loyal  and 
Ready  condudt  in  thefe  days  of 
adverbty,  have  fhown  that  you  are 
worthy  of,  at  lead:,  fome  fmall  por¬ 
tion  of  liberty,  unto  you  we  addrefs 
our  language  and  tell  our  fears. 

“  Inlfpite  of  the  virulent  fcandal, 
or  malicious  efforts  of  the  people’s 
enemies,  we  will  tell  you  whole 
truths.  That  portion  of  liberty  you 
once  enjoyed  is  faft  fetting,  we  fear, 
in  the  darknefs  of  defpotifm  and 
tyranny  !  Too  foon,  perhaps,  you 
who  were  the  world's  envy,  as  pof- 
feft  of  fome  fmall  portion  of  liber¬ 
ty,  will  be  funk  in  the  depth  of 
da  very  and  mifery,  if  you  prevent 
it  not  bv  your  well-timed  efforts. 

tf  Is  not  every  day  adding  a  link 
to  your  chains  ?  Is  not  the  execu¬ 
tive  branch  folly  feizing  new,  un¬ 
precedented,  and  unwarrantable 
powers?  Has  not  the  Houfe  pf 
Commons  (your  only  fecurity  from 
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the  evils  of  tyranny  and  ariftocracy ) 
joined  the  coalition  again  ft  you  ?  Is 
the  election  of  its  members  either 
fair,  free,  or  frequent  ?  Is  not  its 
independence  gone,  while  it  is  made 
up  of  pensioners  and  placemen  ? 

'  u  We  have  done  our  duty,  and 
are  determined  to  keep  our  pofts, 
ever  ready  to  affert  our  juft  rights 
and  privileges  as  men,  the  chief  of 
which  we  account  the  right  of  uni¬ 
versal  futfrao'e,  in  the  choice  of 
thole  whp  ferve  in  the  Commons 
Houfe  of  Parliament,  and  a  fre¬ 
quent  renewal  of  fitch  power. 

u  We  are  not  deterred,  or  dis¬ 
appointed,  by  the  decifion  of  the 
Houfe  of  Commons,  concerning 
CHr  petition.  It  is  a  qu  eft  ion,  which 
we  did  not  exp  eft  (though  founded 
on  truth  and  reafon)  would  be  fup- 
ported  by  Superior  numbers.  -Par 
from  being  difcouraged,  we  are 
more  and  more  convinced,  that  no¬ 
thing;  can  fave  this  nation  from  ruin, 
and  give  to  the  people  that  happinefs 
which  they  have  aright  to  look  for 
under  government,  but  a  Reform 
In  the  Houfe  of  Commons,  found¬ 
ed  upon  the  eternal  bafts  of  juftice, 
lair,  free,  and  equal. 

ii  Fellow  Citizens, 

<c  The  time  is  now  come,  when 
you  mult  either  gather  round  the 
fabric  of  Liberty  to  Support  it,  or, 
to  your  eternal  infamy,  let  it  fall  to 
the  ground,  to  rife  no  more;  hurl¬ 
ing  along  with  it  every  thing  that 
is  valuable  and  dear  to  an  enlight¬ 
ened  people. 

“  You  are  plunged  into  a  war  by 
a  wicked  ministry  and  a  compliant 
parliament,  who  fecm  carelefs  and 
unconcerned,  for  your  intereft,  the 
end  and  deftgn  of  which  is  almoft 
too  horrid  to  relate  —  the  deftrudnori 
o i  a  whole  people ,  merely  hecauje  they 
will  he  free. 

44  By  it  your  commerce  is  fore 
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cramped  and  almoft  ruined.  Thou 
fands  and  ten  thou  fends  of  yourfel 
low-citizens,  from  being  in  a  ftat 
of  prosperity,  are  reduced  to  a  ftat 
of  poverty?  mifery,  and  wretched 
nefs.  A  lift  of  bankruptcies,  un 
equalled  in  any  former  times,  form 
a  part  in  the  retinue  of  this  Quixo 
tic  expedition.  Your  taxes,  grea 
and  burthenfome  as  they  are,  muj 
foon  be  greatly  augmented.  You 
freafure  is  wafting  faft.  The  bloo« 
of  your  brethren  is  pouring  out 
and  all  this,  to  form  chains  for 
free  people,  and  eventually  to  rive 
them  for  ever  on  yourfel ves. 

“  To  the  lofs  of  the  ipvaluab! 
rights  and  privileges  which  our  fa 
thers  enjoyed,  we  impute  this  bai 
barons  and  calamitous  war,  oii 
ruinous  and  ftill  growing  tayatior 
and  all  the  mile  rips  and  oppreiftor 
which  we  labour  under. ' 

4  {  Fellow  Citizens, 

u  The  Friends  of  Liberty  ca* 
upon ’you,  by  all  that  is  dear  an; 
worthy  of  pofteffing  as  men;  fc: 
your  own  opprefiions  ;  by  the  ml 
ferries  and  fomows  of  your  fufferir. 
brethren  ;  by  all  that  you  dread 
by  the  fweet  remembrance  of  yoi 
patriotic  anceftors ;  and  by  all  th; 
your  pofterity  have  a  right  to  eil 
pe£l  from  you,  to  join  us  in  our  e: 
ertions  for  the  prefer  vat  ion  of  oi 
perifhing  liberty,  and  the  recoveij 
of  our  long-loft  rights.” 

The  mdidtment  further  chary  I 
the  faid  T.  F.  Palmer,  with  ha1 
ing  wickedly  circulated,  or  caufr 
to  be  circulated,  in  Dundee,  Edirj 
burgh,  or  elfewhere,  a  numb  - 
of  the  fa/d  feditious  and  inflan] 
matory:  Writing,  printed  as  afar- 
faid  ;  and  that  he  alfo  tranfmitted  ; 
William  Skirving,  refidingin  Ediir 
burgh,  too  copies  to  be  circular  I 
by  him:  and  that  he  alfo  gave 
Edward'Leflie  and  Robert  Millel 

1  '  Ration  el 
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itioners  in  Dundee,  a  parcel  of 
■em  to  be  circulated.  The  indig¬ 
ent  further  mentions  a  number  of 
tters  written  by  him  to  fun  dry 
:rfons  in  Edinburgh,  &c.  and 
hers  written  by  fundry  perfons, 
id  addrefled  to  him  ;  all  which 
ere  to  be  ufed  in  evidence  againft 
in.  The  libel  concludes,  that  all 
•part  of  the  above  being  found 
•oved  againft  the  faid  T.  F.  Pal¬ 
er,  he  ought  to  be  punifhed  with 
e  pains  of  law,  to  deter  others 
om  committing  the  like  crimes  in 
ne  coming. 

Mr.  Haggart  .dated  a  variety  of 
ijedions  to  the  relevancy  of  the 
didment.  He  was  anfwered  by 
lr.  Macconochie.  The  judges 
pelted  the  objections,  and  the 
>urt  then  proceeded  to  the  exami- 
ition  of  witnefles. 

George  Mealmaker,  weaver,  in 
'undee,  one  of  the  witnefles,  ac- 
nowledged  himfelf  to  be  the  au- 
lor  of  the  writingTibelted. 

In  the  courfe  of  the  evidence  it 
speared,  that  Mr.  Palmer  had, 
owever,  been  acceflary  to  cor¬ 
ding  it,  and  had  got  it  printed 
id  circiilated. 

Mr.  Burnet  dimmed  up  the  evi- 
enc.e  on  the  part  of  the  crown, 

3  did  Mr.  Clerk  on  the  part  of  the 
annel;  afterwhich  lord  Abercrom- 
ie  addrefled  the  jury. 

The  verdidf  was  returned  at  two 
clock  that  afternoon,  finding  the 
annel  guilty.  He  was  fentenced 
>banifhment  forth  of  Great  Britain 
>r  feven  years,  with  certification 
f  death  in  cafe  of  being  found  re¬ 
ining  from  banifhment  within 
iat  period. 

Mr.  Palmer  then  rofe,  and  afked 
he  were  at  liberty  to  fay  a  few 
ords  :  being  told  in  the  affirma- 
ve5  he  addrefled  their  lordfliips  as 
flows  t 


il  My  Lords, 

ii  I  can  appeal  with  confcious 
fincerity  to  the  great  fearcher  of 
hearts  for  the  pood  intentions  and 

u 

uprightnefs  of  my  con  duff. 

“  My  life  has  for  many  years 
been  employed  in  the  diflemi nation 
of  what  I  thought  religious  and 
moral  truths;  of  truths  which  I 
conceived  of  thegreatefl  importance 
to  my  fellow-creatures.  My  friends 
know  with  what  ardour  i  have  done 
this,  at  the  total  facrifice  of  all 
worldly  intereft.  But,  during  the 
late  general  political difcuflions  that 
have  taken  place,  it  was  impdfltble 
for  a  man  of  my  fanguine  temper  to 
be  an  unconcerned  bvflander. 

“  I  felt  as  all  around  me  felt.  I 
partook  of  the  general  influence.  I 
perceived  too,  I  thought,  that  po¬ 
litics  were  a  great  branch  of  morals, 
if  they  did  nt>t  comprehend  the 
whole  of  onr  duty  to  our  neigh¬ 
bour.  Would  our  fnperiors,  my 
lords,  would  all  mankind  but  do  to 
one  another  what,  they  in  like  cir- 
cumflances  would  wifh  to  be  done 
to  themfelves,  our  petitions  would 
have  been  anfwered,  an.d  every 
grievance  redrefled.  My  lords,  I 
.confider  mv  politics  as  the  caufe  of 
common  juflice,  the  caufe  of  bene¬ 
volence,  and  the  caufe  of  human 
happinefs.  It  was  under  the  influ¬ 
ence  of  thefe  confiderations  that  I 
entered  among  the  Friends  of  the 
People.  I  thought  that  a  parlia¬ 
mentary  reform  would  inhance  the 
happinefs  of  millions,  and  effablifl^ 
the  fecurity  of  the  empire.  For 
thefe  reafons,  too,  I  joined  the  fo- 
cietv  of  low  weavers  and  mechanics, 
as  you  call  them,  at  the  Berean 
meeting-houfe,  Dundee,  and  afTent- 
ed  to  the  publication  of  this  hand¬ 
bill,  to  re-animate  the  exertions  of 
our  fellow -citizens.  The  declara¬ 
tion  or  teft  of  the  fociety,  and  all 
(C  4)  their 
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their  endeavours,  as  far  as  I  know, 
were  folely  confined  to  thefe  fingle 
objedfs,  a  fhorter  duration  of  pyli- 
ament,  and  a  more  equal  represen¬ 
tation  of  the  people.”  It  is  not  the 
|irft  time,  my  lords,  that  I  have 
Suffered  in  endeavouring  to  benefit 
others.  For  this  I  have  borne  fhame, 
odium,  reproach,  and  diminution 
of  fortune.  I  try  it  to  God,  that  it 
is  my  utmoft  ambition,  and  has  been 
the  uniform  tenour  of  my  life,  to  en¬ 
deavour  to  add  to  the  Sum  of  hu¬ 
man  happinefs ;  and  if,  in  this  heft 
of  caufes,  I  am  called  again  to  the 
like  or  more  fevere  trials,  I  truft, 
through  the  help  of  that  Great  Be¬ 
ing  wnom  I  fen  e,  I  fl.ial  1  fuffernot 
only  with  courage,  but  with  cheer- 
fulnefs ;  in  the  pleafing  hope,  that 
my  fufferings,  will  not  be  loft,  but 
be  as  efficacious  to  the  general  good 
as  my  moft  adlive  exertions. 

“  I  may  perhaps  be  put  of  time, 
if  I  meritioy  one  circuniilance  more. 
I  am  fqrry,  that  my  counfel  did  not 
call  [here  Mr.  Palmer  named  three 
witneffes- whom  he  had  fummoned 
in  exculpation]  to  prove  that  Meal- 
maker  declared  to  them,  that  he 
wrote  every  word  pf  fhis.  Addrefs, 
without  any  afjiftance  whatever.’' 

When  Mr.  Palyntr  fat  down,  Pffr. 
Haggart  rofe,  and  requtfted  that 
Mr.  Palmer  might  be  fent  either  to 
the  prifonof  'Dundee,  or  Edinburgh, 
the  prifon  of  Perth  being  very  in¬ 
commodious  ;  b’uf  this  lequeft  was 
not  complied  with. 

23.  On  Saturday  afternoon,  a 
perfon  paffing  an  apparently  empty 
lioufe  iy  Hatton -garden,  was  alarm¬ 
ed  by  tire  cries  of  ffsm?  one  wffhirq 
which  were  repeated  in  a  moft  pite¬ 
ous  ftrain.  He  knocked  at  the  door, 
but  could  not  obtain  admittance,  yet 
(fill  heard  the  lamentations  of  a  man 
within  the  houfe,  which  determin¬ 
ed  him  to  break"  open  the  door  ;  I14 
obtained  affiffqmces  and  tmcoin’ 


I  P  A  L 

pliftied  his  purpofe  ;  wken  all  tl 
doors  and  windows  of  the  hou 
were  found  faft  fliut :  but,- upc 
entering  a  fcullery  beyond  a  bac 
kitchen,  they  found  a  young  ma:| 
ftretched  at  full  length  upon  a  thic] 
board,  to  which  he  was  fecured  t 
ropes  round  his  body,  arms,  at 
legs ;  and  the  board  faftened  by] 
chain  to,  a  copper  that  flood  clo 
by.  The  face  of  the  young  ma 
was  covered  with  a  white  woolls 
night-cap,  through  which  two  firry 
holes  were  made,  that  he  might  fi 
out  of,  Clofe  to  him  were  .fin 
bottles  of  water  and  a  proportions' 
quantity  of  ham  and  dread,  whit 
were  placed  on  each  fide  of  him, 
fhat  he  could  reach  it.  A  grec! 
bays  arid  a  rug  were  found  ne; 
him.  . 

The  young  man,  whole  name 
James  Blagrave  Campbell,  is  a  clei 
in  the  banking-houfeof  meffirs.  Vei( 
Lucadou,  and  Co.  in  Lomban 
ftreet.  On  Saturday  morning,  1 
went  to  th$  above  houfe  to  prefiei, 
a  bill  for  payment.  The  windovl 
of  the  houfe  were  then  opened,  ar 
it  had  alf  the  appearance  of  beit 
inhabited,  lie  knocked  at  the  doc 
which  was  opened  to  him,  and  1 
was  defired  to  walk  in.  He  had  i| 
fiooner  entered  the  pafiygc’ihar^ti; 
ftreet  doqr;  was -ftiut^  and  ;  feveij 
men  ruffled  upon  him,  who  imhrfi  : 
drew  a  cap  over  his  face,  overwhisi 
they  threw  a  green  bays,  andabo'J 
that  a  rug.  They  then  orders! 
him  not  to  cry  out,  threatening  th, : 
if  he  made  the  leaf!  npife  they  won  ■ 
murder  him.  In  this  fituation  ths  I 
carried  him  into  the  place  in  whic 
he  Was  found  in  fio  deplorable 
flaw,  whe^e,  after  having  take 
from’  him  his  pocket-book,  con 
tabling  property  to  a  con  fide  rain 
amount,  they  faftened  him  dow 
and  left  him,  as  has  beCff  deferibe 
It  fs  unneceffary  to  adduce  any  re 


OCCURRENCES. 


m-1 

ona'to  prove  that  this  extraordinary 
obibery  was  a  concerted  plan.  The 
loijle  had  been  empty  for  feme  time. 
The  young  man?  when  round,  was 
piite  exhaufted  from  the  terror  he 
iad  been  in,  and  front  fixfioursconti- 
lued  exertion  to  make  himfelf  heard. 

Midhurfi ,  Sept.  25,  This  morn- 
ng  about  one  o’clock,  a  lire  broke 
>ut  at  Cowdray,  the  feat  of  Lord 
rifeount  Montague,  nearthis  place, 
,vhich  in  a'fhort  time  defrayed  that 
indent  and  noble  ftrudture,  with  all 
he  capital  paintings,  furniture,  &c. 

1  collection  which  no  traveller  of 
:afte  ever  neglected,  to  view,  or  re- 
:urned  from  ungratified.  The  flames 
vere  fo  rapid  that  it  was  impoffible 
:o  faveany  thing  of  value. 

30.  Gn  Saturday,  at  a  common 
hall,  held  at  Guildhall,  Mr.  alder¬ 
man  Le  Mefurier  was  chofen  loid- 
mayorforthe  year  enfuing,  being 
next  in  rotation  to  Mr.  alderman 
Watfon,  abroad  in  the  fervice  of 
h|s  country. 

OCTOBER. 

Yefiterday  Mr.  Pigott  and  Dr. 
Hudfon  dined  at  the  London  Coffee- 
houfe,  Ludgate  hill.  Shortly  after 
dinner,  they  were  giving  toads  to 
[each  other  in  fo  loud  a  manner  as" 
!to  be  taken  notice  of,  Pigott  gave 
aloud,  44  The  French  Republic,'’ 
which  was  immediately  relented  by 
a  gentleman  prefent,  who  gave 
j“  The  King.”  Mr.  Leech,  the  maf- 
;ter  of  the  cotfee-houfe,  had  previ- 
ipufly  taken  notice  of  their  improper 
conduCf,  and  ioon  after  fent  for  a 
conftable  from  the  Poultry  Comp¬ 
ter,  who  took  them  into  cuffcdy. 
They  were  ye’fterday  examined  be¬ 
fore  Mr.  aid  e  ran  an  Anderfon,  at 
(jfiildhall,  who  remanded  them,  in 
Order  tobe  brought  again  before  him, 
Mr.  Leech,  the  mailer  of  the  cof- 
f^e-houfe,  Mr.  I\Twr;;a-n  of  New- 
gate-ftreet,  and  a  Mr.  Vaughan  of 
{friitol,  were  examined  •  and  it  was 


proved  in  evidence  that  they  had 
fpoken  in  a  very  difaflebted  man¬ 
ner,  and  had  given  the  following 
toafts,— tu  The  fy Idem  of  equality  P* 
— u  May  the  republic  of  France 
be  triumphant  over  all  Europe!” 
The  Lord  Mayor  was  talked  of  in 
mold  opprobrious  terms  for  his  pub¬ 
lic  conduct.  The  king  was  fpoken 
of  in  an  improper  and  feditious 
manner;  as  was  alfo  the  prince  of 
HefTe  C  iffel,  whom  they  called  a 
fvyine -dealer.  The  miniftry  were 
denominated  robbers  and  highway¬ 
men.  The  conftable,  who  accom¬ 
panied  them  in  the  coach  to  the 
Poultry  Compter,  depofed,  that  on 
their  way  thither  they  called  from, 
the  coach-windows  to  the  people, 
•v  The  French  Republic !”  and  44 Li¬ 
berty  while  you  live  !”  This  morn¬ 
ing  they  were  again  brought  before 
the  fame  magiftrate,  when  Dr. 
Hudfon  made  an  able  fpeech  in  de¬ 
fence  of  himfelf  and  his  fellow  pri- 
foner.  After  the  whole  of  the  evi¬ 
dence  had  been  heard  in  fupport  of 
the  charge,  ‘the  alderman  felt  it  his 
duty  to  commit  both  the  prifoners 
for  trial.  They  were  accordingly 
committed  to  the  New  Compter, 
their,  bail  not  being  ready;  it 
being  neceffary,  in  this  cafe,  to 
give  notice  to  the  foliciior  of  the 
treafurv,  of  the  perfons  intended 
to  be  offered  as  bail. 

Brjiol ,  September  29.  The  truf- 
tees  of  Briftol  bridge  having  yefier- 
day  finifhed  erecting  new  gates  in  the 
room  of  thofe  before  burnt,  prepa¬ 
ratory  to  the  collecting  of  the  tolls, 
which  was  to  begin  to-night,  the 
mob  laft  night  aflembled,  tore  down 
and  burnt  the  gates,  &c.  The 
mayor  immediately  ordered  out  the 
conftables,  and  the  Hereford  fin  ire 
militia  beat  to  arms  at  eleven  o’clock 
fall  night.  They  proceeded  to  the 
bridge,  with  the  mayor  and  con¬ 
ftables,  whereabout  one  this  morn¬ 
ing  the  riot  aft  was  read  by  one 
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of  the  aldermen  three  times;  after 
which  the  foldiers  fired,  when  one 
perfon  was  killed,  a  few  wounded, 
ten  taken  prifoners,  and  carried  to 
the  guard -houfe,  but  are  fmce  dis¬ 
charged  by  the  magiftrates. 

Btiftol ,  On.  1.  Laft  night,  about 
eight  o'clock  in  the  evening,  a 
large  body  of ‘people  afTembled,  to 
the  amount  of  four  or  five  tboufand, 
as  they  had  done  two  or  three  nights 
before,  on  the  bridge,  committing 
the  moft  violent  a6fs  of  outrage, 
fiudh.  as  breaking  the  toll-houfes 
Open,  and  deftroying  all  the  things 
that  were  in  them,  by  makings  fire 
of  them.— At  laft  the  drums  belong¬ 
ing  to  the  He  re  ford  {hire  militia  beat 
to  arms,  which  foon  muftered  the 
foldiers;  and  about  three  companies 
formed  themfelves  in  a  body  oppo¬ 
site  the  council-houfe.  The  offi¬ 
cers  then  waited  on  the  magiftrates, 
to  know  if  they  were  fb  i infer  the 
mob  to  continue  longer  without 
bring  ;  upon  which  Mr.  Noble,  one 
of  the  aldermen  of  the  city,  with 
the  officers  of  the  regiment,  headed 
the  troops  on,  and  marched  down  to 
the  bridge,  when  they  were  ordered 
to  fire  by  the  magiftrates,  which 
they  did  in  three  different  directi¬ 
ons,  which  took  a  fweep  up  Kigh- 
itreet,  down  the  Back,  and  over 

the  bridge.  The  dead  bodies  were 

•  ^  r\ 

carried  about  the  fireets  on  hand- 

barrows  for  a  confiderable  time  this 
morning.— There  are  fuppofed  to 
be  killed  and  wounded  about  forty, 
twenty-four  of  whom  were  carried 
to  the  infirmary  before  eight  o’clock. 
—Several  letters  have  been  picked 
up  on  the  bridge,  declaring  venge¬ 
ance  againft  fome  of  the  aldermen 
and  foldiers, 

Brijfol,  OB.  4.  Peace  is  again 
reftored.  One  party  of  horfe  is  ar¬ 
rived,  and  two  of  foot.  The  citi¬ 
zens  have  agreed  to  raife  the  money 
that  is  wanted  for  the  bridge;  and 


notice  was  yefterday  given,  that  the 
toll  fhould  be  taken  off.  The  po¬ 
pulace  threaten  fome  individuals 
who  were^acftive  in  the  bufinefs 
The  mob  broke  all  the  windows  of 
the  Guildhall  and  council  houfe  on 
Tuefday  in  the  night ;  but  that  has 
been  overlooked.  [By  a  lift  publjhed 
Jince ,  it  appears  that  1 1  perfons  ’were, 
kdlcd. ,  and  43  wounded.  ] 

3.  Mr.  Mechain,  who  is  at  prefent 
in  Spain,  meafuring  an  arc.  of  the 
meridian,  has  lately  informed  M. 
cle  la  Lande,  that,  on  the  10th  of 
January  laft,  he  difeovered  a  new 
comet  in  the  conftellation  of  the 
Dragon, which  is  vifible  to  the  naked 
eye.  At  feven  o’clock,  P.  M.  the 
comet  had  260.  4.  right  afeenfion, 
.and  65.  20.  declination.  The  day 
after,  it  was  34  degrees  advanced 
on  its  conrfe  toward  Caffiopeia  and 
the  Bull.  This  is  our  eighty-firft; 
comet,  and  the  ninth  difeovered  by- 
Mr.  Mechain. 

9.  On  Monday,  about  eight 
o’clock  in  the  evening,  Mifs  Caro¬ 
line  Herfchel  difeovered  a  comet  in 
the  conftellation  of  the  Serpent ;  but 
the  heavens  were  clouded  over  ft? 
fuddenly,  that  its  place  could  not 
be  taken.  On  Tuefday  evening,  at 
feven  o’clock,  Dr.  Herfchel  ascer¬ 
tained  its  fttuation,  and  found  that 
it  preceded  the  firft  (£)  Ophiuchi,  6 
minutes  34  feconds  in  time,  and 
was  1  degree  23  minutes  more  north 
than  that  ftar. 

16.  By  a  recent  regulation,  all 
vifitors  to  the  ftate-ftde  of  Newgate 
are  obliged  to  write  their  name, 
place  of  abode,  and  to  whom  they 
come,  in  a  book,  previous  to  their 
admiffion. 

Admiralty -office-,  Oftoher  2 3?  1  793* 
Copy  of  a  letter  from  captain  James 
Saumarez,  of  his  Maj city's  fnip 
Crefcent,  to  Mr.  Stephens,  dated 
ofFCherbourg.  the  20th  of  October, 

1 793  : 


“  I  have 


il  I  have  the  honour  to  acquaint  fons  were  apprehended;  and  com. 
Du,  for  the  information  of  my  mitted  to  prifon  ;  a  refcue  being  at- 
rds  commiffioners  of  the  admiral-  tempted-,  the  mob  were  fired  at 
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that  this  morning,  being  off  from  the  windows,  and  feveral  were 
ape  Barfleur,  in  his  majefty’s  fliip  wounded;  but  on  the  24th  every 
refcent,  under  my  command,  I  .fell  thing  was  quiet,  and  the  oonftabies 
with  a  French  frigate,  which,  were  again  collecting  the  rate.  None 
'ter  a  clofe  a  ft  ion  of  two  hours  and  of  the  wounded  were  dead:  four 
n  minutes,  ftruck  to  his  majeffy’s  were  in  the  hofpital,  two  of  them  in 
olours:  fhe  proved  to  be  La  Re-  a  very  dangerous  Rate.  All .  the 
nion,  mounting  thirty-fix  guns,  prifon ers  in  cuftody,  in  confe- 
nd  manned  with  320  men.  quence  of  the  riot,  had  been  dif- 

“  I  am  finguhrly  happy  in  being  charged,  except  two  or  three,  who 

were  ordered  to  find  bail  for  their 
good  behaviour. 

St.  Chrijtopher's ,  Aug.  19.  Oil 
Monday  laft,  from  the  appearance 
of  the  atmofphere,  we  had  every  in¬ 
dication  of  an  approaching  ft  arm, 
which  commenced  early  in  the 
evening,  and  blew  with  great  vio- 


ble  to  inform  their  lordfhips,  that 
tie  has  been  ootained  without  the 
afs  of  a  fingle  man,  or  even  any 
rounded  ;  although  herbs  has  been 
ery  qpnfiderable  indeed,  having, 
as  the  priloners  inform  me)  120 
tilled  and  wounded. 

u  I  muff  beg  leave  to  render  the 
noft  ample  juftice  to  the  officers  and  lence  the  greateft  part  of  the  night, 
hip’s  company  of  the  Crefcent,  for  during  which  much  damage  was 
heir  cool  and  fleaciv  behaviour  dut-  done  both  by  fea  ^nd  land.  Almoff 


ing  the  aCtion ;  and  I  take  this  op¬ 
portunity  to  recommend  to  their 
lordfhips  notice  the  three  lieute¬ 
nants,  Meff/  Parker,  Otter,  and  Rye ; 
their  conduct  has  afforded  me  the 
utmoff  fatisfaCtion. 

u  La  Reunion  was  accompa- 


allthe  eftates  in  mis  ifiand  have  fuf- 
fered  fome  injury;  thofe  in  the 
mountains  particularly  have  fuf- 
fered  very  confiderably ;  feveral 
windmills  and  other  buildings  have 
been  much  injured  ;  ail  their  two- 
winter  canes,  and  other  earlier 


nied  by  a  cutter,  which  did  hot*  pieces,  are  almoff  totally  defrayed, 
attempt  to  come  into  action,  but  as  much  fo  as  they  were  in  the  great 
'made  fail  for  Cherbourg.”  hurricane  of  1 7  72. — - -Thirty-eight  of 

26.  On  Thurfday,  orders  were  thofe  well-known  and  mneh-ad- 
iffued  from  the  lord  Chamberlain’s  mired  Barbadoes  cabbage  trees,  on 
office,  for  the  court’s  going  into  the  Gayon  e.flate  of  Daniel  Mat- 
mourning  for  the  late  queen  of  thew,  efq.  which  weathered  that 
France,  on  Sunday  the  27th  in ff ant,  gale,  are  now  totally  deffroyed. 
to  change  mourning  on  the  3d  of  The  ffeeple  and  belfry  of  the 
November,  and  to  go  out  of  mourn-  church  at  Middle  Ifiand  are  blown 
ing  on  the  7th.  down. 

28.  Laff  week  fome  verv  feri-  In  the  town,  the  damage  was  not 
ous  riots  took  place  at  Birmingham,  fo  great  as  we  had  reafon  to  expect 


on  account  of  the  collecting  of  the 
•  ■ 

rate  for  the  money  to  be  raifed  for 


from  the  violence  of  the  fform  ;  fe¬ 
veral  fences  were  blown  down,  and 


the  compenfation  to  the  fufferers  by  trees  deffroyed- 
the  riots  in  1791.  The  military  In  this  road  in  the  evening,  near 
Were  obliged  to  be  called  in,  and  thirty  fail  of  flips  were  at  anchor  .; 
the  riot-act  was  read  ;  feveral  per-  but  in  the  morning  not  one  to  be 

**''■*.■ . .  ■ "  “  •  •  -  '  w  *.  feen. 
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ieen,  except  thofe  that  were  {trend¬ 
ed  at  different  places  along  the 
Ihore. 

Falmouth,  Oft.  31.  By  the  Queen 
Packet  arived  here  from  Falmouth, 
we  learn  that  theChefterfield  Packet, 
captain  Jones,  on  the  outward- 
bound  pafiage  to  Halifax,  fell  in 
with  a  fhip  in  a  gale  of  wind  actu¬ 
ally  finking.  Captain  Jones  hav¬ 
ing  had  all  his  boats  walked  over¬ 
board  in  the  fame  pale,  had  it  not 
in  his  power  to  give  affiftance  in 
any  other  way  than  by  running  a- 
long  fide  of  her,  which  he  dkg  at 
the  hazard  of  the  lives  of  his  crew? 
and  the  lofs  of  his  fhip  ;  by  which 
means  he  faved  the  whole  of  the 
p*ew,  except  one  man  who  was 
drowned  ;  but  fprung  his  bowfprit, 
and  did  other  confiderable  damage 
to  his  own  fhip,  in  the  attempt. 
Immediately  after  the  Chefterfield 
had  got  clear  of  the  fhip,  they  faw 
her  go  to  the  bottom. 

NOVEMBER. 

,  2.  Yefterday,  accounts  were  re¬ 

ceived  from  Swifferland,  that  vif- 
rount  Montague  and  Mr.  Burdett 
were  unfortunately  drowned  at  one 
of  the  fails  of  the  Rhine.  It  is  re¬ 
markable  that  his  lordfhip’s  fine 
houfe,  pictures,  and  furniture,  at 
Midhurft,  inShflex,  were  deflroyed 
a  few  weeks  ago. 

2.  Yefterday,  was  capitally  con¬ 
victed  at  the  Old  Bailey,  Lawrence 
Jones,  lor  feloniously  making  an 
alfaiiit  on  John  Blagrave  Campbell, 
in  a  certain  dweliing-houfe,  in 
Hatton-garden,  putting  him  in  fear, 
and  taking  from  his"  p£rfon  and 
again  ft  his  will, .a  pocket-bpok,  con  ¬ 
taining  bills,  notes,  and  draughts  to  a 
confiderable  amount,  the  property 
of  meiT.  Vere,  Lucadou,  and  Co. 
See  page  40. 

5;  haft  week  died  at  Hampftead, 
Mii*  Gibfon,  a  maiden  la$y.  On 


Wednefday  fhe  was  interred  ai 
Sutton,  in  EfTex.  This  lady’s  wil 
is  of  a  moft  lingular  nature  :  to  hei 
fervants?  fnan  and  wife,;  her  bount} 
has  beer*  munificent:  to  the  wo¬ 
men  flie  bequeathes  ten  thou  fane 
pounds,  but  deprives  the  hpfbanc 
of  reaping  any  benefit  from  it  to 
their  fon  fhe  has  left  one  thou  land 
pounds,  with  the  principal  of  his 
mother’s  legacy  after  her  death  ;  tc 
the  hufband,  who  aCted  in  the  dou¬ 
ble  capacity  of  coachman  and  foot- 
mail,  one  thou  land  pounds,  with 
hef  furniture,  &c.  on  condition 
only,  that  with  her  two  favourite 
coach  horfes,  he  drives  her  remains 
to  the  place  of  interment;  then, 
with  the  greateft  care  and  tender^ 
nefs,  bring  them  back  again  tc 
Hampftead  ;  but  after  this  journey, 
apd  allowing  them  a  day  of  reft, 
(Thurfday)  his  whole  legacy  to  be¬ 
come  null  and  void,  if  he  does  not 
perfonally  fee  them  both  fhot  next 
day,  and  buried  in  a  hole  dug  on 
purpofe.  This  laft  part  of  the  will 
was  punctually  executed  on  Friday 
rooming  at  five  o’clock,  adjoining 
Mils  Gibfon’s1  late  refidence  at 


Hampftead. 

a.  Advices  are  received  fron 

f  y 

America,  that  a  kind  of  plague 
called  the  yellow  fever,  rages  a 
Philadelphia.  Thefe  advices  hav 
been  confirmed  bv  official  notice 
figned  bv  governor  Clinton.  Bv 

<  a  .  *  o  w  j 

private  letter  there  is  information 
that  Philadelphia  is  nearly  depopu 
lated.  Upward  of  5000  of  the  in 
habitants  have  fRd  thence,  to  avoi< 
the  plague,  which  raged  with  fuel 
violence  fubfeohent  to  the  27th  o 
laft  September,  that  upward  of  50c 
perfons  died  in  the  conrfe  of  thr& 
days.  Thed/ftemper  feizes  the  pa 
tient  with  a  violent  fhivering-fit 
the  next  day  the  body  becomes  yel 
low,  and  the  fkin  is  covered  witl 
purple  fpots  proceeding  from  putri, 
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ty;  and  the  third  day  the  unfor- 
nate  vi&im  expires.  Latterly, 
e  inftant  the  firft  fyinptoms  of  the 
ver  appear,  the  unfortunate  pa- 
?nt  is  tiffined  into  the  ftreCts,  as 
lere  is  no  medicine  or  relief  that 
in  prevent  death.  Many  unfortu- 
ite  people  thus  afflicted  have  adhi- 
ly  crawled  to  the  Verge  of  the 
fiurch-yafd;  knowing  that  death 
as  inevitable;  and  there  they  have 
cpired.  All  bufinefs  had  fublided 
hen  the  laft  accounts  left  Phila- 
elphia.  The  theatre  was  ftuffi,  and 
ie  company, which  embarked  from 
lis  countrv  for  that  cltv,  fortu- 
ately  did  not  land,  as  the  plague 
ad  bfoke  out  before  their  arrival, 
'hey  are  at  prelent  at  New  York. 

A  letter  from  Philadelphia;  dated 
eptember  16,  fays,  ‘  Three  of  the 
hyficians  in  this  city  are  dead  ;  the 
sit  have  fled,  except  Dr.  Rufh, 
ffio  ftilladminilters  medical  advice 
nth  the  humane  attention, 

ffiiladeipnia,  fo  lately  relounding 
vith  the  “  bufv  hum  of  men/’  is 
tow  defolate  and  dreary.  You  may 
)afs  in  the  middle  of  the  day  through 
he  ftreets  and  meet  no  perfons,  fave 
he  poor  negroes  bearing  the  corpfes 
n  great  numbers  to  the  burying- 
;round. 

A  letter  from  New  York,  dated 
September  19,  fays,  4  The  poft- 
ffiice  in  Philadelphia  will  flint  up 
o-morrow,  as  the  lafl  public  office 
)pen  :  and  as  the  banks  talk  of  do¬ 
ng  the  fame,  it  will  be  impoffible 
o  pay  further  attention  to  any  bu- 
inefs  there  at  preferlt.  This  city, 
S’ew-Yotk,  is  healthy,  and  nobody 
alters  without  a  pafs.^ 

9.  'fffie  London  Gazette  of  this 
‘vening  contains  his  majefty’s  order 
n  council,  that  all  fliips,  veflels, 
pods,  and  merchandise  now  arriv- 
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ed,  or  that  fhall  hereafter  arrive,  im 
any  port  of  this  kingdom,  or  the 
Ifles  of  Guernfey,  jerfey,  Alder¬ 
ney,  Sark,  or  Man,  from  any  of 
the  ports  of  the  States  of  Pennfylva- 
nia,  Delaware,  or  New  Jerley,  in 
the  United  States  of  America,  to 
make  their  quarantine  for  fourteen 
days. 

ioi  Yefterday,  a  folemn  dirge 
was  fung  at  the  Spanifli  Ambafla- 
dor’s  chapel,  Manchefter-fquarei 
for  the  late  QueSn  of  France,  The 
whole  chapel  was  covered  With 
black,  the  windows  darkened,  and 
a  great  number  of  filver  lamps 
on  the  walls  and  on  the  front  of  the 
galleries.  Before  the  altar  lay  the 
representation  of  a  coffin,  on  which 
was  a  fuperb  pall,  covered  with  effi 
cufcheons  ;  and  on  it  lay  the  crown 
and  fceptre  of  France;  at  the  fidesof 
the  coffin  a  dozen  large  wax  tapers. 
The  chapel  was  filled  at  an  early 
hour  with  a  great  number  of  the  no¬ 
bility,  perfonS  of  fafliion,  and  many 
others,  who  all  dropped  a  tear  Upon 
the  melancholy  occafion  ;  and  the 
whole  did  honour  to  the  liberality 
and  tafte  of  the  Marquis  del  Campo, 
who  was  in  the  organ -gallery  all  the 
time.  Thebifliop  of  Limoges,  late 
almoner  of  France,  and  tutor  to  the 
late  king  when  dauphin,  celebrated 
the  mals,  and  walked  in  procefiion 
round  the  coffin  three  times,  fprink- 
ling  and  cenfing  it.  A  numerous 
choir  of  vocal  performers  chanted 
the  lertice,  and  afterward  joined 
in  bands  of  harmonies.  After  which 
Mr.  Webb  played  the  organ;  and 
the  emigrant  French  clergy,  fcat- 
tered  over  the  body  of  the  chapel, 
joined  in  the  mournful  office.  There 
was  no  ferrnon  or  oration  on  this 
occafion. 

On  the  fame  day  a  fimilar  fervice 


*  See  u  A  fiiort. account  of  the  Malignant  Fever,  late  y  prevalent  in  Philadelphia  : 
v*th  a  Statement  of  the  proceedings  on  the  iubject  in  different  parts  of  the  United 
tote*;  bj  Matthew  Corey.’ ? 

was 


I 
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was  performed  in  the  catholic  cha¬ 
pel  at  Winchefter,  where  a  dif- 
courfe,  fuited  to  the  occafion,  was 
pronounced  by  the  Rev.  Mr.  Mil¬ 
ner.  Befides  the  French  ecclefiaf- 
tics,  who  officiated  in  a  ftyle  fupe- 
rior  to  any  thing  that  is  feen  in  the 
chapels  in  London,  the  Marquis 
and  Marchionefs  of  Buckingham, 
the  officers  of  the  regiment  of  that 
name,  and  the  principal  clergy  of 
the  neighbourhood,  a  hilled. 

17.  His  majefly  has  granted  a 
peniion  of  200I.  a  year  to  the  widow 
of  captain  Courtenay,  who  was 
lately  killed  in  an  adtion  with  the 
French  frigate  the  Annbufcade,  and 
alfo  an  annuity  of  <ol.  to  his  two 
children  ;  a  fum  much  larger  than 
that  generally  allowed  on  fuch  oc- 
eafions,  but  ordered  in  this  inflance, 
in  confederation  of  the  verv  intre- 

j 

pid  and  extraordinary  conduct  of 
this  unfortunate  officer. 

22.  Yeilerday,  at  a  court  of  com- 
iron  council,  the  thanks  of  the 
court  were  ordered  unanimoufly  to 
be  given  to  the  late  lord-mayor. 
They  were  likewife  ordered  to  be 
written  on  vellum  emblazoned, 
framed,  and  prefented  to  fir  James 
Sanderfon.  They  were  as  follows : 

•  j 

Refolved  unanimoufly,  that  the 
thanks  of  this  court  be  given  to  the 
right  honourable  fir  James  Sander¬ 
fon,  late  lord- mayor  of  this  city, 
for  his  uniform  and  impartial  admi- 
niftration  of  juftice;  for  his  diligence 
and  zeal  in  the  difcharge  of  the 
high  and  important  duties  commit¬ 
ted  to  his  truft  by  the  unanimous 
voice  of  his  fellow-citizens  ;  for  the 
magnificence  and  liberal  hofpiiality 
with  which  he  fuftained  the  exalted 
office  of  chief  magiftrate  of  this  city; 
for  the  equal  regard  which  he  paid 
to  the  inviolable  liberty  of  the  fub- 
je£t,  and  to  the  conflitutional  affif- 
tance  neceffary  to  the  exertions  of 
government  at  the  commencement 
of  the  prefent  hoffilities,  by  recom¬ 
mending  to  this  court  the  encou- 
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ragement  of  feamen  to  enter  in 
the  royal  navy  ;  for  the  ready  ar 
polite  accefs  afforded  to  his  fello\ 
citizens  ;  for  Jus  ability  and  atte: 
tion  in  prefixing  over  the  debates  l 
this  court,  and  his  readinefs  to  coi 
vene  it  upon  every  important  occ; 
fion  ;  for  his  unfhaken  integrity  an 
fcrupulous  attachment  to  the  wa 
fare  of  thefe  kingdoms,  and  to  tl 
fafety  of  its  facred  conffitution  du 
ing  a  mayoralty  of  unexamplij 
difficulty,  caking  for  inceffiant  vig 
lance  and  adlivity  ;  for  the  prude 
and  effectual  meafures  which  i 
perfonally  purfued  at  the  hazard  1 
his  life  to  fupprefs  the  afiemblies 
difaffedled  perfons  in  various  pai 
of  this  metropolis,  manifeftly  fprimi 
for  the  diabolical  fcheme  of  prop 
gating  dodtrises  and  opinions  ten 
ing  to  fubvert  the  glorious  conftit 
tion  of  our  happy  and  flourifhir 
country,  and  thereby  introduce* 
fcene  of  anarchy  and  horror,  fiffi 
far  to  that  which  diftradts  and  di 
graces  a  neighbouring  people,  aa 
appals,  with  its  fangui nary  exceffil 
every  furroundmg  nation  ;  and  f 
his  fpirited  efforts,  at  all  times,  : 
fecure  the  permanent  tranquillity 
this  metropolis. 

At  the  fame  time,  it  was  unad 
mouily  refolved,  that  the  fum  | 
five  hundred  pounds  be  fubfcribj 
by  this  court,  toward  fupplvingt 
Britiffi  troops,  now  ferving  on  t!|a 
continent,  with  comfortable  clot| 
ing,  and  other  neceffiaries,  durii 
the  winter;  that  a  ward  committ 
be  forthwith  appointed  to  receij 
the  further  fubfcriptioris  of  oth 
corporate  bodies,  or  of  individua 
and  to  carry  the  fame  into  the  m< 
immediate  effedl. 

26.  This  day,  in  the  court 
King’s  Bench,  the  attorney-genei 
prayed  the  judgment  of  the  coi 
upon  Meilieurs  George  Rob  inf 
the  elder,  George  Rdbinfon  t 
younger,  John  Robinfon,  and  Jarra 
Robinfon,  bookfeliers*  in  Lonffil 
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the  part  of  tlie  defendants,  who 

I  been  convi&ed  at  the  lad:  affizes 
Bridgewater,  for  felling  the  Se- 
id  Part  of  Paine’s  Rights  of 
ri,  {fie  page  29.)  it  appeared, 
affidavit,  that  they  never  volun- 
ily  circulated  any  of  the  works 
Thomas  Paine  ;  that  all  of  them, 
:ept  John  Robinfon,  \f*ere  en- 
dy  unacquainted  with  the  delivery 
the  work  in  question  ;  that  they 
re  fent  by  one  of  their  fhopmen 
Mr.  Pyle,  in  confequence  of  an 
ler  from  him,  directing  that  all 
^pamphlets  of  the  day  fhouid  be 
it  to  him  in  the  wav  of  trade,  as 
i  been  done  many  times  before  ; 
dthat  the  fhopman  put  up  home 
the  Second  Part  of  the  Rights  of 
an,  among  the  reft,  but  had  nei- 
er  the  diredfion  nor  authority  of 
s  defendants  for  fo  doing ;  that 
ne  of  them  had  any  knowledge  of 
5  faff,  except  John  Robinfon, 
10  admitted  that  he  faw  by  the 

II  of  parcels,  that  there  were  thefe 
pies  contained  in  the  package  ; 
at  the  defendants  were  fo  far  from 
fifing  to  diffeminate  the  works  of 
homas  Paine,  or  to  propagate  his 
tffrines,  as  affually  to  have  been 
ncerned  in  felling  three  hun- 
ed  copies  of  a  work  called, 
A  Proteff  againfl  the  Works  of 
•r.  Paine,”  and  earneftly  recom- 
endedthe  circulation  of  this  work 
abookfociety  \  that  in  the  courfe 
their  general  trade  they  had  fold 
;oo  copies  of  Mr.  Burke’s  Redee¬ 
ms  on  the  French  Revolution,  &c. 
Mr.  Erfkine  made  a  very  hand- 
me  appeal  to  the  court  in  favour 
the  defendants,  as  did  alfo  Mr. 
got  and  Mr.  ferjeant  Bond,  and, 
!r.  Gibbs,  who  conducted  the  de- 
nce  at  the  trial  in  the  country. 

The  attorney-general,  after  tak- 
g  a  view  of  the  whole  cafe,  and 
Imitting  with  candour  the  refpec- 
ble  character  of  the  defendants, 
id,  that  however  eminent  or  me¬ 


ritorious  the  defendants  might  be  in 
their  profeflion,  and  in  their  gene¬ 
ral  demeanour,  it  was  nece.ffary,  for 
the  fatisfafiion  of  the  public,  that 
•he  fhouid  bring  the  cafe  before  the 
court  for  determination.  He  left 
the  whole  cafe  to  the  judgment  of 
the  court. 

The  fentence  was,  That  John 
Robinfon,  who  had  feen  the  parcel 
beiore  it  was  fent,  fhouid  pay  a 
fine  of  100I,  and  the  other  three  de¬ 
fendants  50I.  each. 

The  fame  day,  the  court  puffed 
fentence  on  Mr.  Daniel  Holt,  of 
Newark,  for  printing  and  publiili* 
ing  Paine’s  Addrefs  to  the  Addref- 
fers,  and  an  Addrefs  to  the  Trade  R 
men,  & o.  of  Newark.  {See page  30.) 
namely,  a  fine  of  50I.  and  two  years 
imprifonment  in  Newgate  for  each 
offence ;  and  afterward  to  find  fe- 
curitv  for  his  good  behaviour,  him- 
felfin  2C0I.  and  two  fureties  in  150!, 
each. 

The  fame  day,  the  Rev.  Mr. 
Winterbottom,  a  di (Ten ting  raini- 
fter  of  Plymouth,  who  had  been 
tried  and  convicted,  before  Mr. 
baron  Perryn  and  a  fpeciai  jury,  at 
the  laft.  afiizes  for  the  county  of 
Devon,  on  two  indictments,  charg¬ 
ing  him  with  having  preached  two 
feditious  fermions,  at  a  meeting  in 
Plymouth,  on  the  5th  and  18th  of 
November  1792,  was  fentencedfor 
the  firff  offence  to  pay  a  fine  of  100L 
and  to  be  imprifoneef  two  years  in 
Clerkenwell  Bridewell,  and  for  the 
fecond  offence  to  pay  a  farther  fine 
of  iool.  and  to  be  imprifoned  two 
years  as  before,  from  the  expiration 
of  the  fir  ft  ;  and  afterward  to  find 
fecurity  for  his  good  behaviour  for 
five  years,  himfelf  in  300!.  and  two 
fureties  in  250I,  each. 

D  E  C  E  M  B  E  R. 

1.  Mr.  Thomas  Muir  and  the 
Reverend  T.  F.  Palmer  arrived  in 
the  River  from  Eeith  on  board  3. 

revenue- 
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revenue- cutter.  Orders  were  fent 
down  for  delivering  Ithem  into  the 
euftody  of  Duncan  Campbell,  the 
contractor  for  the  hulks  at  Wool¬ 
wich  ;  the  former  in  the  Prudentia, 
and  the  latter  in  the  Stariiflkus. 
They  are  in  irons  among  the  con- 
vidts,  and  were  ordered  yefterday 
to  affiil  them  in  the  common  la¬ 
bour,  on  the  banks  of  the  river. 
Mr.  Muir  is  aflociated  with  about 
300  convidis,  among  whom  he  and 
Palmer  dept  after  their  arrival.  Mr. 
Muir  is  rather  depreffed  in  fpirits ; 
but  Mr.  Palmer  appears  to  fuftain 
his  misfortune  with  greater  forti¬ 
tude. 

7.  Oh  Thu  r  flay,  Thomas  Briel- 
lat,  a  pump-maker  in  Hackney- 
road,  was  tried  upbriaii  indictment, 
charging  him  with  wickedly,  mali- 
cion  fly,  and  feditioufly  fpeaking 
and  uttering,  in  the  prefence  of  di¬ 
vers  perfons,  the  following  Words  ; 
viz.  4  A  reformation  ha  this  coun¬ 
try  cahoot  be  effected  without  a  re  • 
volution  P  There  were  feveral  other 
counts  in  the  indictment,  charging 
the  defendant  with  having  fpoken 
the  following  feditious  words :  4  We 

u 

nave  no  occafion  for  any  king;’ 

4  there  never  will  be  any  peaceful 
or  good  times  till  all  kings  are  abo- 
lifned  from  the  face  of  the  earrhd 
4  I  wifh  there  was  no  king  at  all, 
and  that  the  French  would  land  in 
England  with  one  hundred  thou- 
land  men  to  fight  againfl  all  the 
government  party.’  He  was  found 
guilty  ;  and  this  day  he  was  fen- 
fenced  to  be  impriforied  one  year  in 
Newgate,  to  pay  a  fine  of  iool.  and 
findfecurity  for  his  good  behaviour 
for  three  years,  himielfin  500!.  and 
two  fureties  in  250!  each. 

9.  This  day  came  on  in  the  court 
of  King’s  Bench,  the  trial  of  John 
Lambert  and  others,  printer  and 
proprietors  of  the  Morning  Chroni¬ 
cle,  for  a  libel.  But  previouflv  to 
this  trial,  on  the  25th  of  Novuai- 
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ber,  a  very  important  point  was  a 
gued  before  the  court.  In  Eaffi 
term,  the  prdfectttor  had  a  ru 
for  a  fpecial  Jury;  a  Jury  of  48  ger 
tlemen  of  Middlefex  was  ftrucl 
and  reduced  to  24  ih  the  ufual  way 
and,  in  the  fittings  after  Trinit 
term  laft,  the  caule  came  on  to  b 
tided;  feven  or  eight  Only  of  th 
fpecial  jury  anfwered  to  thei 
names ;  the  law  officers  of  the  crow 
did  not  pray  a  talcs,  arid  the  caul 
flood  over  as  a  remtnet .  In  thepre 
fent  term  the  profecutor  tbok  a  rul 
for  a  new  fpecial  jury.  .  Mr,  Bear 
croft  contended  this  point  for  th 
crown  ;  but  the  court  determined! 
that  44  the  firfi:  fpecial  jury,  ftruc: 
and  reduced  according  to  law,  mill 
try  the ifiue  joined  between  parties.1 

This  day,  eight  only  of  the  fpe 
cial  jury,  originally  {truck  betweei 
the  parties,  and  continued  by  rul 
of  court  from  the  uttiiiys  after  lal 
Trinity  tdriii  to  the  prefent  time,  at 
tehded. 

The  officer  of  the  court  alked,  i 
idles  were  prayed  ? 

Attorney -General.  —  44  My  lord 
as  I  cannot,  on  a  fecond  trial,  havj 
a  fpecial  jury  in  this  cafe,  I  wil 
pray  a  tales  A 

Mr.  Wood  then  openedthe  plead j 
ings  on  the  part  of  the  prbfecution 
v/hich  was  for  publishing  in  thi 
Morning  Chronicle,  on  the  25th  0 
December  laft,  the  following  ad 
vertifement  : 

At  a  meeting  of  the  Society  foil 
political  Information,  held  at  t{i( 
Talbot  Inn,  in  Derby,  July  16 

.  ,  I 

The  following  Addrefs,  declaran 
tory  of  their  principles,  &e.  wad 
urianimaufly  agreed  to,  and  ordered 
to  he  printed  t 

To  the  friends  of  free  enquiry 
and  the  general  good. 

F  flow  citizens,  ) 

Claiming  it  as  our  indefeafibM 

O  4  -I 

right  to  aflbeiate  together,  in  a 

peaceab-€l 
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iceable  and  friendly  manner,  for 

V  o  •/  ' 

communication  of  thoughts, 

■  formation  of  opinions,  and  to 
>mote  the  general  happinefs,  we 
nk  it  unneceffary  to  offer  any 
dogy  for  inviting  you  to  join  us 
this  manly  and  benevolent  pur- 
t.  The  neceffity  of  the  inhabi¬ 
ts  of  every  community  endea- 
uring  to  procure  a  true  know- 
ge  of  their  rights,  their  duties, 
i  their  interefts,  will  not  be  denied , 
:ept  by  thofe  who  are  the  flaves  of 
:judice,  or  the  intereiled  in  the 
ltinuation  of  abuies.  As  men 
10  wifh  to  afpire  to  the  title  of 
emen,  we  totally  deny  the  wif- 
n  and  the  humanity  of  the  advice, 
:o  approach  the  defefrs  of  gov- 
iment  with  u  pious  awe  and 
mbling  folicitude.”  What  better 
ftrine  could  the  pope,  or  the  tv- 
ts  of  Europe  dehre  ?  We  think, 
before,  that  the  caufe  of  truth 
ljuftice  can  never  be  hurt  by 
operate  and  honed  difcuffions ; 

1  that  caufe  which  will  not  bear 
:h  a  fcrutiny,  muff  be  fyftemati- 
ly  or  practically  bad.  We  are 
tfible  that  thofe  who  are  not 
aids  to  the  general  good,  have 
empted  to  inflame  the  public 
nd  with  the  cry  of  u  danger,” 
lenever  men  have  affociated  for 
culling  the  principles  of  govern- 
ait;  and  we  have  little  doubt  but 
:h  conduct  will  be  purfued  in 
s  place ;  we  would,  therefore, 
ition  every  honelt  man,  who  has 
lly  the  v/elfare  of  the  nation  at 
irt,  to  avoid  being  led  away  by 
i  proflituted  clamours  of  thofe 
olive  on  the  fources  of  corrup- 
n.  We  pity  the  fears  of  the  timo- 
is,  and  we  are  totally  uncon- 
’ned  refpeCting  the  falfe  alarms 
the  venal. — We  are  in  the  purfuit 
[truth,  in  a  peaceable,  calm,  and 
biaffed  manner ;  and  wherever 
1  recognize  her  features,  we  will 
>793* 


embrace  her  as  the  companion  of 
happinefs,  of  wifdom,  and  of  peace. 
This  is  the^mcde  of  our  conduCt; 
the  reafons  for  it  will  be  found  in 
the  following  declaration  of  our 
opinions,  to  the  whole  of  which 
each  member  giveshis  hearty  affent. 
Declaration. 

I.  That  all  true  government  is  in- 
ftituted  for  the  general  good  ;  is  le¬ 
galized  by  the  general  will;  and  all 
its  aftions  are,  or  ought  to  be,  direCI- 
ed  for  the  general  happinefs  and 
profperity  of  all  honeff  citizens. 

II.  That  we  feel  too  much  not 
to  believe,  that  deep  and  alarming 
abufes  exift  in  the  Britifh  govern¬ 
ment,  yet  we  are  at  the  fame  time 
fully  fenflble,  that  our  fttuation  is 
comfortable,  compared  with  that  of 
the  people  of  many  European  king¬ 
doms;  and  that  as  the  times  are  in 
fome  degree  moderate,  they  ought 
to  be  free  from  riot  and  confab  on. 

III.  Yet  we  think  there  is  fuffi* 
cient  caufe  to  enquire  into  the  ne¬ 
ceffity  of  the  payment  of  feventeen 
millions  of  annual  taxes,  exclufive 
of  poor  rates,  county  rates,  expen- 
ces  of  colleftion,  &:c.  &c.  by  feven 
millions  of  people  ;  we  think  that 
thefe  expences  may  be  reduced, 
without  leffening  the  true  dignity  of 
the  nation,  or  the  government ;  and 
therefore  v/ilh  for  fat! s fact! on  in  this 
important  matter. 

IV.  We  view  with  concern  the 
frequency  of  wars.— We  are  per- 
fuaded  that  the  interefts  of  the  poor 
can  never  be  promoted  by  acceffion 
of  territory,  when  bought  at  the  ex¬ 
pence  of  their  labour  and  blood  ; 
and  we  muft  fay,  in  the  language 
of  a  celebrated  author,  —  “  We, 
who  are  only  the  people,  but  who 
pay  for -wars  with  our  fubftance  and 
our  blood,  will  not  ceafe  to  tell 
kings,”  or  governments,  “  that  to 
them  alone  wars  are  profitable  :  that 
the  true  and  juft  conquefts  are  thofe 

.  (D)  *  which 


4 


(50)  P  R  I  N  C  I 

which  each  makes  at  home,  by 
comforting  the  peafantry,  by  pro¬ 
moting  agriculture  and  manufac¬ 
tures,  by  multiplying  men,  and  the 
other  productions  of  nature  :  that 
then  it  is  that  kings  may  call  them- 
felves  the  image  of  God,  whofewill 
is  perpetually  directed  to  the  crea¬ 
tion  of  new  beings.  If  they  con¬ 
tinue  to  make  us  fight  and  kill  one 
another,  in  uniform,  we  will  con¬ 
tinue  to  write  and  fpeak,  until  na¬ 
tions  fliall  be  cured  of  this  folly.” 
— We  are  certain  our  prefent  heavy 
burthens  are  owing,  in  a  great  mea- 
fure,  to  cruel  and  impolitic  wars, 
and  therefore  we  will  do  all  on  our 
part,  as  peaceable  citizens,  who 
have  the  good  of  the  community  at 
heart,  to  enlighten  each  other,  and 
protefi:  againft  them. 

V.  The  prefent  ftate  of  the  re- 
prefentation  of  the  people  calls  for 
the  particular  attention  of  every 
man,  who  has  humanity  fufficientto 
feel  for  the  honour  and  happinefs  of 
his  country  ;  to  the  defeats  and  cor¬ 
ruptions  of  which  we  are  inclined  to 
attribute  umieceflary  wars,  &c.  &c. 
We  think  it  a  deplorable  cafe  when 
the  poor  mud  fupport  a  corruption 
which  is  calculated  to  opprefs  them ; 
when  the  labourer  mufu  give  its 
money  to  afford  the  means  of  pre¬ 
venting  him  having  a  voice  in  its 
difpofai;  when  the  lower  claffes 
may  fay,  “  We  give  you  our  mo¬ 
ney,  for  which  we  have  toiled  and 
fweated,  and  which  would  fave  our 
families  from  cold  anti  hunger ;  but 
we  think  it  more  hard  that  there  is 
nobody  whom  we  have  delegated, 
to  fee  that  it  is  not  improperly  and 
wickedly  fpent ;  we  have  none  to- 
watch  over  our  interefts ;  the  rich 
only  are  reprefented.”  - “  The  form 
of  government  fince  the  revolution, 
is  in  fome  refpefts  changed  for  the 
worie  :  by  the  triennial  and  fepten- 
niai  a<Sts,  we  lod  annual  parlia- 
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ments :  befides  which,  the  whole 
fome  provifions  .for  obliging  privij 
counfellors  to  fubfcribe  their  ac 
vice  with  their  names,  and  again 
placemen  and  penfioners  fitting  i| 
parliament,  have  been  repealed.!; 
It  is  faid,  that  the  voice  of  the  pec 
pie  is  the  conftitutional  controul  c| 
parliament :  but  what  is  this  but  fa}] 
ing,  that  the  reprefentatives  are  fi| 
turally  inclined  to  fupport  wroffl 
meafures,  and  that  the  people  mu  i 
be  conftantly  aflembling  to  oblid 
them  to  do  their  duty  ?  An  equ‘j 
and  uncorrupt reprefentation  woul< 
we  are  perfuaded,  fave  us  froif 
heavy  expences,  and  deliver  t 
from  many  oppreflions  :  we  wi 
therefore  do  our  duty  to  proem 
this  reform,  which  appears  to  us  < 
the  utmoft  importance. 

l  t  .  .1 

VI.  In  fhort,  we  fee  with  til 
molt  lively  concern,  an  army  j 
placemen,  penfioners,  &c.  fighs 
ing  in  the  caufe  of  corruption  arj 
prejudice,  and  fpreading  the  contj- 
gion  far  and  wide; — a  large  ail 
highly  expenfive  military  eftablif 
rnent,  though  we  have  a  well-reg 
lated  militia; — the  increafe  of  tj 
kinds  of  robberies,  riots,  executj 
ons,  &c,  though  the  nation  paj 
taxes  equal  to  the  whole  land  re: 
tal  of  the  kingdom,  in  order  to  ha 
its  property  protected  and  fecure< 
and  is  alfo  obliged  to  enter  into  1 
parate  affociations  againlf  felonio,: 
depredations ;  —  a  criminal  code  i 
laws  fanguine  and  inefficacious  ;4| 
a  civil  code  fo  voluminous  a:|1 
myfterious  as  to  puzzle  the  bell  u  l 
derftandings ;  by  which  means,  jil 
tice  is  denied  to  the  poor,  on  ajl 
count  of  the  expence  attending  ti 
obtaining  ft; — corporations  unc 
minifterial  or  party  influence,  fw;i 
lowing  up  the  importance,  and  a<jf| 
ing  againft  the  voice  of  thepeopl!^ 
— penalties  inflicted  on  thofe  w  I 
accept  of  offices  without  confor.  j 
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to  the  violation,  of  their  con- 
aces  and  their  rights ;  the  voice 
'ee  enquiry  drowned  in  profe- 
ons,  and  the  clamours  of  the 
Goned  and  interefted;  and  we 
p,  with  the  moil  poignant  for- 
,  a  part  of  the  people  de- 
d  by  a  cry  of  the  conftitution 
church  in  danger,  fighting  with 
weapons  of  favages,  under  the 
ners  of  prejudice,  againft  thofe 
»  have  their  true  intereft  at  heart; 
'e  fee  with  equal  fenfibility  the 
ent  outcry  againft  reforms,  and 
oclamation  (tending  to  cramp 
liberty  of  the  prefs,  and  dif¬ 
lit  the  true  friends  of  the  people) 
ivingthe  fupport  of  numbers  of 
countrymen  ;  —  we  fee  the  con¬ 
ation  of  oppreliive  game-laws 
deftnnftive  monopolies ; — we 
•he  education  and  comfort  of 
poor  negledfed,  notwithftanding 
enormous  weight  of  the  poor 
s; — we  fee  burdens  multiplied 
ie  lower  claffes  finking  into 
erty,  difgrace,  and  exceffes,  and 
means  of  thefe  (hocking  abufes 
eafed  for  the  purpofes  of  reve- 
for  the  fame  end,  excife  laws, 
e  badges  and  fources  of  oppref- 

,  kept  up  and  multiplied. - 

l  when  we  caft  our  eyes  on  a 
pie  juft  formed  in  a  free  com¬ 
ity*  without  having  had  time  to 
v  rich,  under  a  government  by 
chjufticeis  duly  adminiftered, 
poor  taught  and  comforted,  pro- 
y  protected,  taxes  few  and  eafy, 
that  at  an  expence  as  fmall  as 
of  our  penfipn-lift — we  afk  our- 
es — “Are  we  in  England  ?”— 
re  our  forefathers  fought,  and 
and  conquered  for  liberty  ? 

1  did  they  not  think  that  the 
•s  of  their  patriotifm  would  be 
e  abundant  in  peace,  plenty, 

happinefs? - -Are  we  always 

and  (fill  or  go  backwards?— 


Are  our  burthens  to  be  as  heavy  as 
the  moft  enflaved  people  ? — Is  the 
condition  of  the  poor  never  to  be 
improved?  Great  Britain  muft  have 
arrived  at  the  higheft  degree  of  na¬ 
tional  happinefs  and  profperity,  and 
our  fituation  muft  be  too  good  to 
be  mended,  or  the  prefent  outcry 
againft  reforms  and  improvements 
is  inhuman  and  criminal.  But  we 
hope  our  condition  will  be  fpeedily 
improved,  and  to  obtain  fo  definable 
a  good  is  the  objedl  of  our  prefent 
alfociation;  an  union  founded  on 
principles  of  benevolence  and  hu¬ 
manity  ;  declaiming  all  connexion 
with  riots  and  diforder,  but  firm  in 
our  purpofe,  and  warm  in  our  af- 
fedfions  for  liberty. 

VII.  Laftly  —  We  invite  the 
friends  of  freedom  throughout  Great 
Britain  to  form  fimilar  focieties, 
and  to  a£I  with  unanimity  and  firm- 
nefs,  till  the  people  be  too  wife  to  be 
impofed  upon  ;  and  their  influence 
in  the  government  be  commenfurate 
with  their  dignity  and  importance. 

Then  (hall  we  be  free  and  happy. 

By  order  of  the  fociety, 

S.  Eyre,  chairman. 

The  attorney-general  followed 
Mr.  Wood,  and  addrefled  the  jury, 
with  great  candour,  in  a  fpeech  of 
confiderable  length.  After  Mr. 
Erfkine  had  fpoken,  at  great  length, 
likewife,  for  the  defendants,  and 
the  attorney-general  had  replied, 
lord  Kenyon  gave  the  following 
charge  to  the  jury  : 

“  Gentlemen  of  the  jury, — There 
are*  no  cafes  which  call  forth  greater 
exertions  of  great  abilities  than  thofe 
that  relate  to  political  libels.  And 
as  thiscaufe,  both  on  the  part  of  the 
profecution,  and  alfo  on  behalf  of 
the  defendants,  has  been  fo  amply 
difcufled  that  the  fubjeft  is  exhauft- 
ed,  I  (hoiild  have  fatisfied  myfelf 
with  what  has  been  already  (aid,  if 
(D  2)  there 
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there  was  not  a  duty  lying  on  me, 
which  by  the  law  of  the  land  it  is 
incumbent  on  me  to  difcharge. 

44  The  liberty  of  the  prefs  has 
always  been,  and  has  ju'ftly  been,  a 
favourite  topic  with  Engliftimeu. 
They  have  looked  at  it  with  jealoufy 
whenever  it  has  been  invaded  ;  and 
though  a  licenfer  was  put  over  the 
prefs,  and  was  fullered  to  exifi  for 
fome  years  after  the  coming  of 
William,  and  after  the  revolution, 
y£t  the  reluctant  fpirit  of  Englifti 
liberty  called  for  a  repeal  of  that 
law  ;  and  from  that  time  to  this  it 
has  not  been  fhackled  and  limited 
more  than  it  ought  to  be. 

44  Gentlemen,  it  is  placed  as  the 
fentinel  to  alarm  us,  when  any  at¬ 
tempt  is  made  on  our  liberties ;  and 
we  ought  to  be  watchh.il,  and  to 
take  care  that  this  fentinel  is  not 
abufed  and  converted  into  a  traitor. 
Jt  can  only  be  protected  by  being 
kept  within  due  limits,  and  by  our 
doing  thofe  things  which  we  ought, 
and  watching  oyer  the  liberties  of 
the  people  5  but  the  inftantit  dege¬ 
nerates  into  iicentioufnefs,  we  ought 
not  to  fuffer  it  to  exift  without  pu- 
niftiment.  It  is  therefore  for  the  pro¬ 
tection  of  liberty,  that  its  licenti- 
oufiiefs  is  brought  to  punifhment. 

44  A  great  deal  has  been  laid 
respecting  a  reform  of  parliament, 
that  is,  a  change  of  parliament.  If 
I  were  called  upon  to  decide  on 
that  point,  before  I  would  pull 
down  the  fabric,  or  prefume  to  dif- 
turb  one  Hone  in  the  ftru&ure,  I 
would  conftder  what  thofe  benefits 
are  which  it  feeks,  and  whether 
hey,  to  the  extent  tc  Mch  they 
are  afked,  ought  to-be  hazarded"; 
whether  any  imaginary  reform  ought 
to  be  adopted,  however  virtuous 
the  breaft,  or  however  able  the 
head,  that  might  attempt  fuch  a 
reform.  I  fliould  be  a  little  afraid, 
when  the  water  was  let  out,  that 


PAL  [Deceml 

nobody  could  tell  how  to  Hop  it 
the  lion  was  once  let  into  the  hoi 
who  would  be  found  to  (hut 
door  ?  I  fhould  fir  ft  feel  the  gres 
benefits  of  a  reform,  and  fhould  : 
hazard  them  out  of  a  capricious  1 
mour  to  bring  about  fuch  ameafi 

44  The  merits  or  demerits  of 
late  law  refpeCting  libels  I  fhall 
enter  into.  It  is  enough  for 
that  it  is  the  law  of  the  land,  wh 
by  my  oath  I  am  bound  to  g 
effe<ft  to,  and  it  commands  mt 
ftate  to  juries,  what  my  opinio 
refpecfting  this  or  any  other  pa 
brought  into  judgment  before  th? 
In  forming  my  opinion  on 
paper,  or  on  any  other,  before  I 
rive  at  a  pofitive  decifion  on  1 
point,  I  would  look  about  and 
what  the  times  were  when  the  p 
lication  took,  place.  I  would  1 
at  all  the  attendant  circumftan 
and  with  that  afliftance  I  would 
about  to  expound  the  paper,  j 
obfervations  which  this  caufe  <» 
for,  form  a  part  of  the  noton 
hiftory  of  the  country.  How  1 
this  paper  was  penned  before  it 
peared  in  this  Newfpaper,  I  ki 
not:i  the  2.c;th  of  December  is 
day  when  it  was  publifhed,  an 
is  dated  the  16th  of  July,  1792: 

“  Gentlemen,  you  will  reco! 
the  appearance  of  public  aft 
and  the  feelings  of  every  mini 
the  country  at  the  time  that  pa 
ment  met,  and  for  fome  time  al 
in  December  laft.  I  do  not  k| 
whether  I  colour  the  picture  1 
when  I  fay,  very  gloomy  feiifai 
had  pervaded  the  whole  couij 
It  is  for  you  to  fay  whether  at 
time  there  were  not  cmift'aries 
a  neighbouring  country  ma 
their  way,  as  well  as  they  coul 
this  country.  It  is  for  you  tot 
looking  at  the  great  anarchy 
confufton  of  France,  whether 
did  not  wifh  to  agitate  the  n 
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all  orders  of  men  in  all  coun- 
es,  and  to  plant  their  tree  of  li- 
rty  in  every  kingdom  of  Europe, 
is  for  you  to  fay,  whether  their 
tention  was  not  to  eradicate  every 
nd  of  government  that'  was  not 
mpathetic  with  their  own.  I  am 
►und,  gentlemen,  to  form  my  opi- 
on  on  all  thofe  topics ;  and  he¬ 
wing  there  was  a  great  gloominefs 
the  country — and  I  muft  fliut 
v  eyes  and  ears  if  I  did  not  be¬ 
ne  there  was — believing  alfo  there 
ere  emiflaries  from  France  wilhing 
fpread  the  maxims  prevalent  in 
at  country  in  this,  and  believing 
at  the  minds  of  the  people  of  this 
mntry  were  much  agitated  with 
)litical  topics,  and  of  which  the 
afs  of  the  people  never  can  form 
true  judgment;  and  reading  this 
aper,  which  appears  to  me  calcu- 
ted  to  put  the  people  in  a  hate  of 
fcontent  with  every  thing  done  in 
iis  country,  I  am  bound  on  my 
ath  to  anfwcr,that  I  think  this  pa- 
er  was  publifhed  with  a  wicked 
id  malicious  intent  to  vilify  the 

j 

avernment,  and  to-  make  the  peo- 
le  di {'contented  with  the  coivfti- 
ition  under  which  they  live.  That 
the  matter  charged  in  this  infor- 
lation.  That  it  was  done  with  a 
iew  to  vilify  the  conhitntion,  the 
iws,  and  the  government  of  this 
ountry,  and  to  infufe  into  the 
linds  of  his  majefty ’s  fubjeds  a  be¬ 
ef  that  they  were  oppreiled  :  and 
n  this  ground  I  conlider  if  as  a 
rofs  and  feditious  libel.  This  is 
ie  qutftion  put  to  you  to  decide. 

“  It  is  admitted  the  defendants 
re  the  proprietors,  of  the  paper  in 
diich  this  addrefs  was  publifhed. 

“  There  is  one  topic  more.  It 
■  faid  they  were  not  the  authors  of 
ie  addrefs,  and  that  it  got  inadver- 
;ntly  into., their  paper.  It  never 
'as  doubted,  and  I  fuppofe  it  ne- 
er  will  be  doubted,  that  the  pub- 
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lifhers  of  a  newfpaper  are  anfwer- 
able  for  the  contents  of  it.  Thofe 
who  think  moil  favourably  for  the 
defendants,  will  go  no  farther  than 
tp  fay,  that  the  parties  publifhing 
ought  do  be  permitted  to  give  an 
account  how  they  publifhed  it,  and 
if  there  is  any  thing  baneful  in  the 
contents,  to  ihew  how  it  came  to 
them,  and  whether  it  was  inferted 
inadvertently  or  otherwife.  If  any 
thing  of  that  fort  had  been  offered, 
I  certainly  fhould  have  received  it 
as  evidence.  But  nothing  of  the 
kind  has  been  offered,  and  the  de¬ 
fendants  Band  as  the  proprietors 
and  publifhers  of  the  paper. 

“  It  is  not  for  human  judgment 
to  dive  into  the  heart  of  man  to 
know  whether  his  intentions  are 
good  or  evil.  We  mult  draw  our 
conclufions  with  regard  to  his  in- 
tentions  from  overt  adds,  and  if  an 
evil  tendency  is  apparent  on  the 
face  of  any  particular  paper,  it  can. 
only  be  traced  by  human  judg¬ 
ment  prima  facie,  to  a  bad  intention, 
unlefs  evidence  is  brought  to  prove 
its  innocence.  This  caufe  is  deif i- 
tute  of  any  proof  of  that  kind. 

“  It  is  faid  that  this  paper  con¬ 
tains  other  advertifements  and  pa¬ 
ragraphs,  and  therefore,  from  the 
moral  good  tendency  of  the  whole, 
for  what  I  know  to  the  contrary, 
you  are  to  extract  an  opinion  that 
the  meaning  was  not  bad.  I  can¬ 
not  fay  the  travelling  into  adver¬ 
tifements,  which  have  nothing  to 
do  with  this  bufinefs,  is  exactly  the 
errand  you  are  to  go  upon.  From 
this  paper  itfelf,  and  all  the  con¬ 
tents  of  it,  you  will  extradf  the 
meaning  of  it;  and  if  upon  the 
whole  you  fhould  think  the  ten¬ 
dency  of  it  is  good,  in  my  opinion, 
the  parties  ought  to  be  acquitted. 
But  it  is  not  fufficient  that  there 
fhould  be  in  this  paper  detached 
good  morals  in  part  of  it,  unlefs 
(D  3)  '  they 
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they  give  an  explanation  of  the 
reft.  The  charge  will  be  done 
away*  if  thofe  parts  which  the  at¬ 
torney-general  has  ftated  are  fo  ex¬ 
plained  as  to  leave  nothing  ex¬ 
cepted. 

“  There  may  be  morality  and 
virtue  in  this  paper  ;  and  yet*  per¬ 
haps,  latet  anguis  in  herb  a .  There 
may  be  much  that  is  good  in  it, 
and  yet  there  may  be  much  to  cen- 
fure.  I  have  told  you  my  opinion. 
Gentlemen,  the  conftkution  has 
entrufted  it  to  you*  and  it  is  your 
duty  to  have  only  one  point  in  view. 
Without  fear,  tavour,  -or  affeblion, 
without  regard  either  to  the  profe- 
cutor  or  the  defendants,  look  at  the 
queftion*  before  you,  and  on  that 
decide  on  the  guilt  or  innocence  of 
the  defendants. ” 

The  jurv  then  withdrew  ;  it  was 
two  o’clock  in  the  afternoon.  The 
noble  and  learned  judge  underftand- 
ilig  that  they  were  divided,  and  like¬ 
ly  to  be  fome  time  in  making  up 
their  minds,  retired  from  the  bench, 
and  directed  Mr.  Lowten  to  take 
the  verdibt.  At  feven  in  the  even¬ 
ing  they  gave  notice  they  had 
agreed  on  a  lpecial  verdibt,  which 
Mr.  Lowten  could  not  receive;  they 
went  up  in  coaches,  each  attended 
by  an  officer,  to  lord  Kenyon’s 
houfe:  the  fpecial  verdibt  was— 
Guilty  of  publishing,  but  ‘with  no  ma¬ 
licious  intent. 

Lord  Kenyon.  I  cannot  record 
this  verdibt ;  it  is  no  verdibt  at  all. 

The  jury  then  withdrew  — and 
after  fitting  in  difcuffion  till  within 
a  few  minutes  of  five  in  the  morn¬ 
ing,  they  found  a  general  verdibt  of 
Not  guilty. 

io.  Between  eleven  and  twelve, 
Mr.  John  Froft  was  brought  out  of 
Newgate,  and  placed  in  a  coach, 
apparently  very  feeble,  and  rolled 
in  blankets.  Mr.  Kirby,  the  keeper, 
accompanied  him  to  the  houfe  of  Mr. 
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jufticeGrofe,  inBloomfbury  fquarj 
where  he,  with  two  fureties,  enter*! 
into  the  recognizance  required  t 
his  judgment  for  his  keeping  tl 
peace.  He  was  then  difcharge; 
out  of  culfody.  As  foon  as  he  w; 
at  liberty,  the  multitude  took  tl 
horfes  out  of  the  carriage,  and  dre’ 
him  along  the  itreets,  flopping  \ 
every  marked  place,  particular! 
St.  James's  palace,  Carltqo-houf 
Charing-crols.  &c.  to  fhout  and  ei 
prefs  their  joy;  and  in  this  flail 
they  conducted  him  to  his  owi 
houfe  in  Spring-Gardens,  whei 
Mr.  Thelwall  made  a  fpeech,  an 
intreated  them  to  feparate  peaceably 
which  they  accordingly  did. 

ii.  This  day,  in  the  court  of  ac 
miralty,  Dobtors’  Commons,  f 
James  Marriott  pronounced  a  prc 
viftonary  fentence  in  the  cafe  of  th 
St.  Jago  Spanifh  regifter-fhip,  v'u 
“  that  the  fhip  and  cargo  fhould  b! 
reftored  to  his  Catholic  majefty 
and  his  fubjebts  the  claimant:! 
agreeably  to  theirj  prayer,  and  tha 
one-eighth  of  the  value  (after  de 
du.bting  the  expence  on  both  fides 
be  paid  for  falvage ;  provided,  tha 
within  fix  months  it  fliall  be  de 
dared  by  his  Catholic  majefty,  b; 
fome  public  abt,  that  all  fliips  an 
cargoes  that  are  or  fliall  be  capture 
by  the  king  of  Spain,  together  wit. 
private  fliips  to  be  fitted  out,  be 
longing  to  this  country,  be  reftorei 
upon  the  like  terms  to  his  Britanni' 
majeftv ;  otherwife  the  faid  fhij 
Saint  jago  fliall  be  confideved  as ; 
good  and  lawful  prize  to  the  Britifl 
recaptors. ” 

23.  This  day,  in  the  court  0 
King’s-bench,  Guildhall,  came  01 
a  caufe,  Tarlton  and  co.  verfus  Ma 
genday,  being  an  abtion  upon  th< 
cafe ;  the  circumftances  attending 
it  are  lingular  and  nyvel.  Th< 
plaintiffs  are  refpebtable  merchant 
redding  at  Liverpool :  the  defen 
“  1  •  dant 
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nt,  a  captain  of  the  fliip  Othello, 
is  employed  in  the  (lave  trade, 
he  plaintiffs  had  fitted  out  a  veftel, 
e  Banaftre,  and  fent  her  to  the 
aft  of  Guinea,  laden  with  articles 
oper  to  trade  with  the  natives, 
ft  to  take  in  return  flaves  to  the 
''eft  Indies.  She  proceeded  to  a 
irt  of  the  coaft  called  Cameroons, 
here  fhe  found  three  {hips,  the 
thello,  the  Molloy,  and  the  Chrif- 
pher,  upon  the  fame  purfuit. 
he  firft  day  of  her  arrival,  a  ca- 
)e,  with  three  patives,  came  off 
ore  to  trade  with  her,  who  were 
'ed  on  by  the  Othello  upon  their 
turn  ;  and  after  they  had  reached 
ie  fliore  one  of  them  was  blown 
•  pieces  by  a  cannon  fhot  from 
iat  fhip.  This  fo  terrified  the  na¬ 
ves,  that  they  never  returned  to 
affic  with  the  Banaftre,  and  file 
as  obliged  to  fail  without  dif- 
ofing  of  that  part  of  her  cargo, 
hich  was  peculiarly  and  folely 
lapted  to  that  part  of  the  coalf. 
'his  aft  ion  was  therefore  brought 
>  recover  a  compenfation  in  da- 
lages  from  the  captain,  by  whole 
lifconduft  their  trade  was  inter¬ 


rupted,  and  their  confequent  pro¬ 
fits  prevented.  The  counfel  on  the 
part  of  the  defendant  dated,  in  ex¬ 
tenuation,  that  the  three  veffels 
that  had  reached  that  coaft  pre¬ 
vious  to  the  arrival  of  the  Ba¬ 
naftre,  had  entered  into  a  writ¬ 
ten  contraft  with  the  king  of 
that  country,  by  which  the  exclu- 
five  trade  was  to  be  confined  to 
them  alone,  until  their  cargoes 
fhould  be  completed;  the  agree¬ 
ment  itfelf  gave  the  European!  cap¬ 
tains  a  liberty  to  fire  upon  fuch  of 
the  natives  as  fhould  be  found  vio¬ 
lating  the  terms  of  it,  and  even  up¬ 
on  the  king  himfelf,  if  he  fliotild 
attempt  it.  It  wasalfo  ftated,  that, 
previous  to  any  trade  being  under¬ 
taken,  there  was  a  duty  payable  to 
the  king,  which  was,  in  the  cafe  of 
the  Banaftre,  neglefted.  No  evi¬ 
dence,  however,  having  been  called 
on  the  part  of  the  defendant,  to 
fubftantiate  thefe  fafts,  the  jury, 
with  the  concurrence,  and  under 
the  direftion  of  the  court,  found  a 
verdift  for  the  plaintiffs :  the  da¬ 
mages  to  be  afcertained  hereafter. 
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BIRTHS  in  the  Year  1793. 

Jan.  4.  Duchefsof  Leinfter,  a  fon. 

11.  Lady  Rodney,  a  fon. 

12.  Lady  Henry  Fitzgerald,  a  fon. 
25.  Lady  of  Edward  Coke,  efq. 

M.  P.  a  fon  and  heir. 

Feb.  4.  Lady  of  Francis  Fown.es 
Luttrell,  efq.  a  daughter. 

W  ■  A 


.16.  Countefs  of  Harrington,  a 
daughter. 

20.  Vifcountefs  Stop  ford,-  a  fon 
and  heir. 

March  2.  Countefs  of  Albemarle 
a  fon  and  heir. 

6.  Lady  of  J.  Anftruther,  Efq. 

M<  P.  a  lbn. 

(O  4)  7.  Lady 
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7.  Lady  William  Ruffel,  a  fon. 

17.  Lady  Capel,  a  fon  and  heir. 

25.  Lady  Willoughby  de  Evtiby, 

a  daughter. 

April  1.  Marchionefs  of  Twee- 
dale,  a  fon. 

13.  Lady  Arden,  a  fon. 

18.  Lady  Mary  Fiudyer,  a  daugh¬ 
ter. 

19.  Her  imperial  majefly,  a  fon 
and  heir,  named  Ferdinand  Charles 
Leopold  Jofeph  Francis  Marcellin. 

May  5.  Lady  of  fir  David  Car¬ 
negie,  bart.  a  daughter. 

6.  Lady  of  f  r  Flenry  Gough  Cal- 
thorpe,  bart.  a  fon, 

8f.  Lady  Eleanor  Dundas,  a 
daughter. 

19.  Lady  of  fir  Henry  St.  John 
Mildmav,  bart.  a  fon. 

June  7.  Lady  of  fir  Thomas 
Whichcote,  bart.  a  fon. 

Lately,  vifcountefs  Mountcalhel, 
a  fon. 

- —  Lady  of  fir  Frederic  Eden, 
hart,  a  fon. 

—  Countefs  Poulett,  a  daughter. 

—  Lady  of  fir  George  Rumbold, 
bart.  a  fon. 

—  Lady  of  the  rev.  fir  John  Fagg, 
bart.  a  daughter. 

Lately,  Lady  of  fir  Thomas  Dyke 
Ackland,  bart.  a  fon. 

July  2.  Lady  of  the  hon.  lieut. 
col.  Fane,  a  fon. 

Aug.  2.  Grand  duchefs  of  Tuf- 
cany,  a  foil. 

—  Vifcountefs  Mountftuart,  a 
daughter. 

13.  Marchionefs  of  Salifhury,  a 
daughter. 

21.  Duchefs  of  Courland,  a 
prince. 

25.  Countefs  of  Weftmorland,  a 
daughter. 

Lady  George  Henry  Cavendifh, 
ja.  fon. 

Lately,  lady  Auckland,  a  daugh¬ 
ter. 
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Sept.  8.  Lady  of  George  Pococl 
efq.  a  fon. 

30.  Lady  Charlotte  Lenox, 
fon. 

Lately,  lady  of  the  lord  char 
cellor,  a  fon. 

Lady  of  fir  William  Elliot,  bar 
a  fon. 

03.  j.  .Duchefs  of  Montrof 
a  daughter. 

28.  Princefs  royal  of  Denmarl 
a  daughter. 

Lately,  lady  of  fir  John  Mon 
head,  bart.  a  fon. 

Nop.  5.  Lady  Kinnaird,  a  daugl 
ter. 

8.  Countefs  of  Lauderdale,  a  for 

9.  Lady  of  lord  Leflie,  a  daugl 
ter. 

13.  Duchefs  of  Dorfet,  a  fo 
and  heir. 

Dec.  1.  Marchionefs  cf  W01 
ceiler,  a  fon, 

2.  Queen  of  Naples,  a  prince! 
named  Maria  Elizabeth. 


MARRIAGES  in  the  Year  1793. 

Jan  3.  Rt.  honourable  Robet 
M‘Queen,  lord  juftice  clerk  i' 
Scotland,  to  mifs.  Elizabeth  Ord 
daughter  of  the  late  lord  chie 
baron  Ord. 

7.  Lord  Edward  Fitzgerald  t< 
mifs  Pamela,  companion  to  th 
daughter  of  the  duke  of  Orleans. 

Lately,  honourable  Hugh  How 
ard,  brother  to  vifcount  Wicklow 
to  mifs  Bligh,  coufin  to  the  earl  0 
Darnley. 

12.  Jofeph  Leefon,  efq.  nephev 
to  the  earl  of  Miltown,  to  mil 
Ryley  daughter  of  the  rev.  Johr 
Ryley. 

16.  Major  William  Charles  Ma 
dan,  fon  of  the  bifhop  of  Briftol 
to  mifs  Falconer,  daughter  of  th< 
rev.  Dr.  Falconer  of  Lichfield. 
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:  Feb.  4.  Robert  Selby,  eftj.  to 
mifs  Talbot,  lifter  of  the  earl  of 
Shrewlbury. 

Matthew  Goftent,  efq.  vifcoitnt 
qfjerfey,  to  mifs  Grace  Frankland, 
daughter  of  the  late  admiral  hr 
Thomas  Frankland,  bart. 

Lately,  Henry  Stewart, efq.  M.  P. 
for  Longford,  in  Ireland,  to  the 
hon.  mifs  Pakenham,  daughter  of 
the  late  lord  Longford. 

—  Sir  Bourchier  Wray,  bart.  to 
mifs  A.  Oiborne,  daughter  of  the 
late  Thomas  Oiborne,  efq.  of 
Monk’s  Hill,  Gloucefte.rfhire. 

21.  Hon.  capt.  Thomas  Wind- 
for,  to  mifs  Bagnall,  daughter  of 
John  Bagnall,  efq.  of  Earl  Court, 
Berks. 

March ,  7.  Hon.  Archibald  Stu¬ 
art,  fon  to  the  earl  of  Moray,  to 
mifs  Cornelia  Pleydell,  daughter 
of  Edmund  Martin  Pleydell,  efq 
of  Milbourn  St.  Andrews. 

31.  Charles  Greville,  efq.  to 
lady  Charlotte  Cavendilh  Bentinck. 

■  April  2.  Right  hon.  Henry  Dun- 
das,  to  lady  jane  Hope,  After  of 
the  earl  of  Hopetoun. 

6.  Hon.  colonel  St.  John,  to  the 
hon.  mifs  Craven,  lifter  of  lord 
Craven. 

1 6.  Earl  of  Ancram,  to  lady 
Henrietta  Hobart. 

.  —  Rev.  Mr.  Hanham,  eldeft 
fon  oft  the  rev.  fir  James  Hanham, 
bart.  to  mils  Pike,  daughter  of  the 
late  lieutenant  Pike  of  the  royal 
navy. 

22.  Sir  William  Wake,  bart.  to' 
mils  Gambier,  daughter  of  the  late 
admiral  Gambier. 

—  Sir  William  Young,  bart.  to 
mifs  Barbara  Talbot. 

May  2.  Henry  Berkeley  Port- 
man,  efq.  to  the  hon.  mifs  Lucy 
Pormer,  daughter  of  lord  Dor¬ 
mer. 

_  20.  Captain  Gage,  brother  to 
vifcount  Gage,  to  mifs  Milbanke, 
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daughter  of  J.  Milbanke,  eiq.  of 
Wimpoie-ftreet, 

26.  Vifcount  Millington,  fon  of 
the  earl  ’of  Portmore,  to  lady  Mary 
Elizabeth  Bertie,  only  daughter  to 
the  duke  of  Ancafter. 

28.  Charles  Long,  efq.  M.  P.  to 
mifs  Flume. 

June  r.  Alexander  lord  Kenne¬ 
dy,  fon  of  the  earl  of  Caffilis,  to 
mifs  M.  Erlkine,  daughter  of  ['John, 
Erikine,  efq.  of  Dim. 

8.  Hon.  Edmund  Butler,  fon  of 
vifcount  Mountgarret,  to  mifs 
Fowler,  daughter  of  the  archbi- 
fiiop  of  Dublin. 

Lately,  Charles  F.awdon,  efq.  to 
roils  Henrietta  Frances  Dawfon, 
niece  to  lord  Cremorne. 

—  Arthur  Atherley,  jun.  efq. 
to  lady  Lou'ifa  fCer,  daughter  of 
the  marquis  of  Lothian. 

18.  Lord  Charles  Murray,  bro¬ 
ther  to  the  duke  of  Athol,  to  mils 
Ayniley,  of  Little  Bade  Tower, 
Northumberland,  whofe  name  lord 
/Charles  is  to  take. 

—  Lord  Inverary,  fon  of  the 
earl  of  Kintore,  to  mifs  Mary  Ban- 
nerman. 

20.  Henry  Oxenden,'  efq.  fon  of 
fir  Henry  Oxenden,  bart.  to  mifs 
Mary  Graham,  daughter  pf  the  late 
colonel  Graham. 

July  2.  Francis  Dafhwood,  efq. 
to  lady  Anne  Maitland,  lifter  to 
the  earl  of  Lauderdale. 

Lately,  John  Wilmot,  efq.  M.  P. 
to  mifs  Hafiam,  daughter  of  the 
late  colonel  Hafiam. 

10.  Alexander  Maclean,  efq.'  to 
lady  Mary  Hope,  daughter  of  the 
late  earl  of  Flopetoim. 

15.  Samuel  Eftwick,  efq.  fon  of 
Samuel  Eftwick,  efq.  M;  P.  to  the 
lion,  mifts  Hawke. 

—  Hon.  Fletcher  Morton*  bro¬ 
ther  to  lord  Grantley,  to  mifs  Ca¬ 
roline  Elizabeth  Balmain,  daughter 
of  the  late  James  Balmain,  efq. 

25.  Hon. 
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23.  Hon.  James  Caufield  Browne, 
,elded  fon  of  vifcount  Kilmaine,  to 
the  hon.  mifs  Cavendifli,  daughter 
of  the  right  hon.  fir  Henry  Caven- 
diib,  hart. 

30.  Sir  Edward  Adley,  bart.  to 
Mrs.  Bullen. 

Aug.  5.  Francis  Burdett,  efq. 
elded  fon  of  fir  Robert  Burdett, 
bart.  to  mifs  Coutts,  daughter  of 
Thomas  Coutts,  efq.  banker  of 
London. 

6.  Captain  Sebright,  elded  fon 
of  fir  John  Sebright,  bart.  to  mifs 
Croftes,  daughter  of  the  late  Rich¬ 
ard  Croftes,  efq.  of  Harling,  Nor¬ 
folk. 

8.  Charles  Hope,  efq,  to  lady 
Charlotte  Hope,  fider  to  the  earl  of 
Hopetoun. 

16.  Alexander  Brodie,  efq.  M.  P. 
j  to  mifs  Wemyfs,  daughter  of  the 
late  hon.  James  Wemyfs. 

— *  Sir  Gilbert  Heathcote,  bart. 
to  mifs  Manners,  daughter  of  lady 
Louifa  Manners. 

19.  Sir  Henry  Coibv,  to  mifs 
Eliot,  daughter  of  Samuel  Eliot, 
efq.  and  niece  to  lady  Le  Defpen- 
fer. 

22.  Hon.  Henry  Willoughby, 
fon  of  lord  Middleton,  to  mifs 
Jane  Lawley,  daughter  of  the  late 
fir  Robert  Lawley y  bart. 

29.  The  earl  of  Pomfret,  to  mifs 
Brown  of  Pall-mall. 

Sept.  3.  Earl  of  Breadalbane,  to 
mifs  Gavin,  daughter  of  the  late 
David  Gavin,  efq.  of  Langton. 

—  ‘Hon.  Henry  Bromley,  only 
fon  of  lord  Montfort,  to  mifs 
Eliza  Watts  of  Iilington. 

16.  Sir  Robert  Lawley,  bart.  to 
mifs  Maria  Deniion,  daughter  of 
Jofeph  Denifon,  efq.  banker  of 
London. 

Oft.  10.  At  Peterlburg,  his  im¬ 
perial  highnefs,  the  great  duke 
Alexander  Paulovitch,  to  her  ini' 


perial  highnefs,.  the  grand  duchefs 
Elizabeth  Alexievna. 

1 5.  William  Chute,  efq.  M.  P. 
for  Hants,  to  mifs  Smith,  fecond' 
daughter  of  Jofliua  Smith,  efq. 
M.  P.  for  Devizes. 

Lately,  hon.  Robert  Molefworth, 
fon  of  vifcount  Molefworth,  to  the 
hon.  mifs  Jones,  daughter  of  vifq 
count  Ranelagh. 

—  William  Hicks,  efq.  elded  fon 
of  fir -Howe  Hicks,  bart.  to  mifs 
Chute,  daughter  of  the  late  Thomas 
Lobb  Chute,  efq.  of,  the  Vine,' 
Hants.  ,  J 

2i.  Rev.  John  Ackland,  vicar' 
of  Broad  Cliff,  near  Exeter,  to  the, 
hon.  mifs  Catherine  Devereux,  fider 
of  vifcount  Hereford. 

Lately,  Lord  Mountjoy,  to  mifs 
Wallis,  daughter  of  the  late  He<dor 
Wallis,  efq.  of  Springmount,  in 
Queen’s  County,  Ireland. 

29.  Henry  Ellis  Boates,  efq.  to, 
mifs  Jane  Ken  von,  daughter  of 
Roger  Kenyon,  of  Cefn,  in  Den- 1 
biglifliire,  and  niece  to  lord  Ken-,: 
yon. 

31.  Rev.  Robert  Barnard,  pre¬ 
bendary  of  Wincheder,  to  the  hon. 
mifs  Verney,  daughter  of  lord 
Willoughby  de  Broke. 

—  Andrew  Barnard,  efq.  fon 
of  the  bifhop  of  Kilaloe  and  Kilfe-;1 
nora,  to  lady  Anne  Lindfay,  fider 
of  the  earl  of  Balcarras. 

Nov.  8.  Duke  of  Manchefter,.  to 
lady  S.  Gordon,  daughter  of  thel 
duke  of  Gordon. 

9.  Captain  Ricketts,  of  the  royal 
navy,  to  lady  Elizabeth  Lambert. 

1  Earl  of  Oxford,  to  mifs 
Scott,  daughter  of  the  Rev.  Dr. 
Scott,  of  Itchen. 

16.  Charles  Mordaunt,  efq.  el¬ 
ded  fon  of  fir  John  Mordaunt,  bart. 
to  mifs  Louifa  Cheder,  daughter  of 
the  late  Charles  Cheder,  efq. 

20.  Hon.  major  Cochran,  to  lady 

Georgina} 
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eorgina  Hope,  daughter  of  the 
rl  of  Hopetoun. 

Dec.  2.  Sir  John  Qrd,  to  mifs 
'ere,  daughter  of  John  Frere, 
q.  of  Stratford  place. 

William  Sothcron,  efq.  M.  P.  to 
ifs  Sarah  Shepley  Barker,  daugh- 
r  of  the  late  Edmund  Barker,  efq. 
Potter-Newton. 


DEATHS  in  the  Year  1793* 

Jan.  3.  Sir  Alexander  Strachan, 
irt. 

4,  Francis  Twifleton  Thompfon, 
q.  uncle  to  lord  Saye  and  Sele. 

—  Major  general  Collins. 

3.  Mrs.  Griffith,  authorefs  of  the 
tters  between  Henry  and  Frances, 
c. 

6.  Daniel  Mailer,  efq.  uncle  to 
fcount  Torringtori. 

13.  John  Temped,  efq.  fon  and 
nr  of  John  Temped,  efq.  M.  P. 
13.’  At  Munich,  Henry  lordClif- 
rd  of  Chudleigh. 

Lately,  Sir  Alexander  Gilmour, 
irt. 

17.  Sir  James  Harrington,  bart. 
19.  Mrs.  Fowler,  lady  of  the 
‘chbifhop  of  Dublin. 

—  At  Pifa,  Thomas  lord  Ca~ 
lelford. 

21.  Beheaded  at  Paris,  Lewis 
•VI.  king  of  France. 

Feb .  1.  Right  hon.  and  Rev.  John 
ifcount  Tracey,  warden  of  All 
ouls  College,  Oxford. 

—  William  Wildman  vifcount 
arrington. 

2.  Major  general  James  Stuart, 
donel  of  the  31ft  regt.  of  foot. 
Lately,  Sir  Jofeph  Pennington, 
art.  father  of  lord  Muncafler. 

17.  The  only  fon  of  lord  Arden. 
Lately,  Flenrv  Laurens,  efq.  for- 
icrly  prefident  of  the  Congrefs  in 
.merica 

Lady  Powerfcourt, 
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—  Baibara  countefs  dowager  of 
Caiihn  fs. 

March  2,  Lady  Dover. 

10.  Lady  Margaret  Watfon. 

•  1 1 .  Willi  am  earl  of  Beiborcugh. 

12.  Sir  Robert  Lawley,  bait, 
M.  P.  for  Warwick  (hire. 

14.  Caroline  baronefs  Dinevor. 

18.  Thomas  Woods  Knollis,  earl 
of  Banbury. 

Lady  Adieton,  relift  of  fir 
Ralph  Afheton,  bart.  and  mother 
of  lady  Grey  de  Wilton,  and  lady 
Suffield. 

20.  William  earl  of  Mansfield. 

24.  Arnoldus  James  Skelton,  efq. 
brother-in-law  to  marquis  Corn¬ 
wallis. 

25.  Right  hon.  lady  Herbert. 

April  6.  Sir  James  Efdaile,  lent. 

alderman  of  London. 

Lately,  bon.  George  Bennett, 
brother  to  the  late  earl  of  Tanker- 
yille. 

Lord  William  Manners,  bro¬ 
ther  to  the  duke  of  Rutland. 

30.  Hon.  mifs  Fairfax. 

May  5.  Sir  Michael  Malcolm, 
bart. 

14.  Lady  of  fir  Berney  Brograve, 
bait. 

13.  Thomas  Brograve,  efq.  fe- 
cond  foil  of  fir  Berney  Brograve, 
bart. 

19.  John  Chetwynd  Talbot 
Ciietwynd,  earl  Talbot. 

23.  Sarah  lady  Ducie. 

June  1.  Lady  Gooch,  relief  of 
the  late  fir  Thomas  Gooch,  bart. 

5.  Henry  lord  Annally. 
v  11.  Rev.  Dr.  William  Robert- 
fon,  the  celebrated  hiftorian. 

19.  Hon.  mifs  Lifmore,  daughter 
of  lord  Lifmore. 

Lately,  Samuel  Smith,  efq.  M.  P. 
for  Luggerfhal. 

20.  Earl  of  Moira,  father  of  lord 

Rawdon.  \ 

28.  Richard  Naffau  vifcount 
Molefworth. 

July 
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July  r .  James  Veitch  lord  Ellioch, 
one  of  the  fenators  of  the  college 
of  j  office  in  Scotland. 

2.  Thomas  lord  Foley. 

3.  Sir  Csefar  Hawkins,  bart. 

4.  Hon.  and  Rev.  Nicholas  Bof- 
cawen,  uncle  to  vifcount  Falmouth. 

6.  Hon.  Mr.  Flerbert,  fon  of 
lord  Flerbert. 

13.  Robert  lord  Fairfax. 

—  Hon.  Robert  Camp  belt  South- 
well,  brother  to  lord  Clifford. 

*  16.  Edmund  vifcount  Mount- 

garret. 

17.  Richard  Neville  Neville, 
efq.  father  of  Richard  Aldworth 
Neville,  efq.  M.  P.  for  Reading. 

23.  Lord  Gardenffone,  one  of 
the  fenators  of  the  college  of  juf- 
dce  in  Scotland. 

24.  Vifcountefs  St.  Laurence. 

Aug.  3.  John  Lee,  efq.  M.  P. 

7.  Sir  John  Halket,  bart. 

9.  Lady  Anne  Broughton,  wife 
of  hr  Thomas  Broughton,  bart. 

10.  Vifcountefs  Falmouth. 

17.  Ladv  of  the  right  lion,  fir 
James  Sanderfon,  lord-mayof. 

19.  Coimtefs  of  Hopetoun. 

21.  Earl  of  Fingali. 

22.  Dr.  John  Thomas,  bifliop 
pf  Rocheiler. 

Lately,  lady  Jane  Mathew,  wife 
of  general  Mathew,  and  filler  of 
the  late  duke  of  Ancafler. 

Lately,  Countefs  of  Grandifon. 

Sept.  2.  Sir  Robert  Mead  Wil- 
mot,  bart. 

3.  John  earl  of  Buckingham- 
fhire. 

5.  Lady  Anne  Finch,  aunt  to  the 
earl  of  Aylesford. 

6.  Hon.  James  Caulfield,  fon  to 
the  earl  of  Charlemont. 

7.  James  Baillie,  efq.  M.  P. 

11.  Richard  Ladbroke,  efq.  of 
Tadworth  Court,  Surry. 

13.  Alexander  lord  Saltoun. 

—  Thomas  Hankey,  efq.  of 
Fetcham,  Surry. 
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25.  Henry  earl  of  Digby. 

Oa.  8.  Hon.  John  St.  John,  un 

cie  to  vifcount  Bolingbroke. 

10.  Hon.  Andrew  Erfkine,  for 
of  Alexander  fifth  earl  of  Kellie. 

14.  Wills  Hill,  marquis  0:' 
Downfliire. 

—  Giles  Crawford,  efq.  M.  P.., , 

18.  Sir  John  Wilfon,  knt.  one 
of  the  juftices  of  the  common*] 
pleas. 

—  John  Flu  liter,  efq.  furgeon- 
general  to  the  army,  and  infpedtoi! 
general  of  the  military  hofpitals.  [ 

—  Duchefs dowager  of  Ancafler. 

21.  Hon.  Septimus  Well,  br0‘ 
ther  to  earl  Deiawar. 

28.  Hon.  Thomas  Fitzmaurice, 
brother  to  the  marquis  of  Lanf- 

-A 

down. 

Nov.  1.  In  Newgate,  lord  George 
Gordon. 

4.  Lady  dowager  Teynham. 

8.  Hon.  Guy  Carleton,  eldeff 
fon  of  lord  Dorchefler. 

10.  James  Rodney,  efq.  uncle  to 
lord  Rodney. 

1 1.  Coimtefs  of  W eflmorland.  1 

12.  Lady  Iiabeila  Ann  Hay, 
daughter  of  the  late  earl  of  Errol. 

16.  Robert  lord  Romney. 

23.  Peter  lord  King. 

26.  Lady  Harriot  Conyers,  aunt 
to  the  earl  of  Pomfret. 

—  Frances  Brvdges,  efq.  of  the 
ancient  family  of  the  dukes  of 
Chandos. 

Dec.  6.  Sir  John  Dafhwood,  bart, 

15.  Webb  Seymour,  du.ke  of 
Somerfet. 

19.  Lady  Elizabeth  Finch,  aunt 
to  the  earl  of  Ailesford. 

29.  Anne  countefs  of  Caflilis. 


PROMOTIONS  in  the  Year  1793. 

Jan.  3.  William  Manners,  efq. 
of  Handby-hall,  Lincolnfhire — *2 
baronet. 

8.  John 
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8.  John  Sibthorp,  M.  D.— Re¬ 
fills  profefTor  of  botany  at  Oxford. 

i  3.  Rev.  Folliott Herbert  W alker 
Cornwall — Dean  of  Canterbury. 

19.  Francis  Drake,  efq. — Refi- 
dent  at  Venice. 

28.  Alexander  lord  Loughbo¬ 
rough — Lord  chancellor. 

—  Robert  Graham,  efq. — At¬ 
torney  general  to  the  prince  of 
Wales. 

—  John  Anftriither,  efq. — Soli¬ 
citor-general  to  his  royal  highnefs. 

29.  The  prince  of  Wales — Co¬ 
lonel  in  the  army  (his  commiffion 
bearing  date  Nov.  19,  1792),  and 
colonel  commandant  of  the  10th 
or  prince  of  Wales’s  own  regiment 
of  light  dragoons. 

■ —  Earl  of  Weftmeath — a  privy 
counfeilor  in  Ireland. 

Feb.  1.  Elizabeth  lady  Cath- 
cart — Lady  of  the  bed-chamber  to 
the  younger  princeftes. 

—  Molyneux  lord  Shuldham, 
fir  Hugh  Pallifer,  bart.  and  Matthew 
Barton  efq.  admirals  of  the  blue — 
Admirals  of  the  white. 

—  Mariot  Arbuthnot,  Robert 
Roddam,  and  William  Lloyd,  efqrs. 
Sir  Edward  Hughes,  K.  B.  John 
Evans,  and  Mark  Milbanke,  efqrs. 
vice  admirals  of  the  red — Admirals 
of  the  blue. 

—  Nicholas  Vincent,  efq.  fir 
Edward  Vernon,  knt.  Richard  Ed¬ 
wards,  Thomas  Graves,  Robert 
Digby,  and  Benjamin  Marlow* 
efqrs.  and  fir  Alexander  Hood, 
K.  B.  vice  admirals  of  the  white ; 
fir  Chaloner  Ogle,  knt.  and  Samuel 
lord  Iiood,  vice  admirals  of  the 
blue — Vice  admirals  of  the  red. 

—  Sir  Richard  Hughes,  bart. 
John  Elliot,  William  Hotham,  and 
Jofeph  Peyton,  efqrs.  vice  admi¬ 
rals  of  the  blue ;  John  Carter 
Allen,  efq.  fir  Charles  Middleton, 
bart.  fir  John  Laforey,  bart.  and 
John  Dalrymple,  efq.  rear  admirals 
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of  the  red — Vice  admirals  of  the 
white. 

Herbert  Sawyer,  efq.  fir 
Richard  King,  bart.  and  Jonathan 
Faulkner,  efq.  rear  admirals  of  the 
red;  Philip  Affleck,  efq.  fir  John 
Jervis,  K.  B.  Adam  Duncan,  Rich¬ 
ard  Brathwaite,  and  Phillips  Colby 
efqrs.  rear  admirals  of  the  white— 
Vi^e  admirals  of  the  blue. 

—  Thomas  Fitzherbert,  Samuel 
Cornifh,  John  Brifbane,  Charles 
Wolleley,  and  Samuel  Granftou 
Goodall,  efqrs.  hon.  Keith  Stewart, 
and  William  Henry  duke  of  Cla¬ 
rence,  rear  admirals  of  the  blue — 
Rear  admirals  of  the  red. 

—  Captains  Richard  Onflow, 
Robert  Kingfmill,  fir  George  Col¬ 
lier,  knt.  George  Bowyer,  fir  Hyde 
Parker,  Rowland  Cotton,  Benja¬ 
min  Caldwell,  and  the  hon.  Willi¬ 
am  Cornwallis — Rear  admirals  of 
the  white. 

—  Captains  William  Allen, 
John  Macbrkle,  George  VandepUt, 
Charles  Buckner,  John  Geli,  Wil¬ 
liam  Dicklon,  and  Alan  Gardner 
—Rear  admirals  of  the  blue. 

—  George  Murray  and  Robert 
Linzee,  efqrs.  and  fir  James  W al¬ 
lace,  knt.-~  Colonels  of  marines. 

—  Thomas  Coxhead,  efq.  of 
Epping — a  knight. 

7.  Robert  Graham,  Sylvefter 
Douglas,  Thomas  Plumer,  and 
William  Garrow,  efqrs.  -  King’s 
council. 

—  William  Grant,  efq.  to  take 
precedence  next  to  Mr.  Graham, 
and  John  Anftruther,  efq.  next  to 
Mr.  Plumer. 

—  Flis  highnefs  princb  William  of 
Gloucefter — Captain  of  a  company 
in  the  fir  ft  regiment  of  root-guards.. 

—  Lord  MulgraVe — Colonel  of 
the  31ft  regiment  of  foot. 

11.  Lord  chief  baron  Eyre — 
chief  juftice  of  the  common-pleas. 

12.  Sir  Archibald  Macdonald, 
knt.— a  ferjeant  at  law  . 


13.  Sir 
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13.  Sir  John  Scott,  knt.— Attor¬ 
ney-general. 

—  John  Mitford,  efq. — Solici¬ 
tor-general. 

—  Giles  Rooke,  ferjeant  at  law 
—King’s  ferjeant  at  law. 

—  Lord  Charles  Fitzgerald, 
Arthur  vifcount  Gosford,  and 
Francis  Forward, efq. — Privy  coun- 
feliors  of  Ireland. 

14.  Sir  Archibald  Macdonald, 
knt. — Chief  baron  of  the  exche¬ 
quer. 

—  Fi  ■ancis  Ford,  of  Ember- 
court,  efq. — a  baronet. 

—  J6hn  duke  of  Athol,  go¬ 
vernor  in  chief  and  captain-general 
of  the  Lie  of  Man,  and  lieutenaht 
of  the  fame. 

15.  Lord  chief  baron  Macdonald 
—  a  privy  counfellor. 

27.  Edwin  Martin  Atkins,  efq. 
of  Kingfton  Lille,  fheriff  of  Berks, 
vice  Thomas  Goodlake,  efq.  de- 
ceafed. 

28.  Sir  John  Temple,  bart. — 
Conful-general  of  the  eaftern  ftates 
of  America. 

—  Phineas  Bond,  efq. — Conful- 
general  of  the  middle  and  fouthern 
Rates. 

March  1.  William  duke  of  Man- 
cliefter — Lord  lieutenant  of  Hunt- 
ingdondiire. 

2.  Brook  Watfon,  efq.— Com- 
midary-general  to  the  forces  abroad. 

—  Dr.  Thomas  Gilborne  and 
Dr.  William  Heberden,  jun. — Phy- 
ficians  extraordinary  to  the  queen* 
13.  John  lord  Mountftuart — 
Lord-lieutenant  of  Glamorgan- 
ihire. 

13.  John  Dryden,  efq.  of  Ca¬ 
nons  Adi  by,  Novthamptondiire — 
Knighted. 

20.  John  H  endow,  efq.  furveyor 
of  the  navy — Knighted. 

April  12.  Duke  of  York — Ge 
neral  in  the  army. 

16.  Colo  ne  1  dr  James  Murray 
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— Adjutant-general  of  the  forces 
abroad  under  the  duke  of  York. 

May  1.  Right  hon.  Robert  Ho¬ 
bart — a  privy-counfellor. 

— .  John  earl  of  Chatham, 
Charles  George  lord  Arden,  Sa¬ 
muel  lord  Hood,  hon.  John  Tho¬ 
mas  Towndiend,  Alan  Gardner, 
Jjbhn  Smyth,  and  Charles  Small 
Pybus,  efqrs.— Lords  of  the  admi¬ 
ralty. 

—  Hon.  Ann  Murray,  and  the 
hon.  Marjery  Pvlurray,  daughters 
of  the  late  vifcount  Stormont  — to 
rank  as  the  daughters  of  earls.. 

—  John  Smith  Burges,  efq. — a 
baronet. 

9.  William  earl  of  Darlington— 
Lord-lieutenant  of  Durham. 

1 1 .  Francis  Baring,  efq. — a 
baronet.  , 

14.  Right  hon.  lieutenant-gene¬ 
ral  Robert  Coninghame — Com¬ 
mander  in  chief  in  Ireland. 

1 8.  William  lord  Auckland  of  the 
kingdom  of  Ireland — Baron  Auck-^ 
land  of  Wed:  Auckland,  in  the 
county  of  Durham. 

June  21.  Earl  of  Mornington, 
lord  Apdey,  vifeounts  Belgrave* 
Bay  ham,  and  Stopford  —  Privy- 
counfellors. 

—  Vifcount  Stopford— Trea- 
Purer  of  the  houfehold. 

22.  Right  hon.  Henry  Dundas, 
lord  Grenville,  right  hon.  William 
Pitt,  lord  Mornington,  vifcount 
Belgrave,  lord  Apdey,  hon.  Ed¬ 
ward  James  Eliot,  and  hon.  Ro¬ 
bert  Banks  Jenkinfon— Commif- 
doners  for  the  affairs  of  India. 

—  Right  hon.  William  Pitt, 
lord  Mornington,  lord  Bayham, 
Richard  Hopkins,  efq.  and  hon. 
John,  Thomas  Towndiend — Lords 
of  the  treafury. 

28.  Captain  Edward  Pellew— 
Knighted. 

29.  Earl  of  Hertford — Marquis 
of  Hertford  and  earl  of  Yarmouth 

29.  Lore 
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29.  Lord  Porcheffer— Earl  of 
'arnarvon. 

—  George  Poyntz  Ricketts,  efq. 
-Governor  of  Tobap-o. 

o 

July  5.  Right  hon.  Henry  Du  li¬ 
as — CuftGS  Rotulorum  of  Mid- 
lefex. 

6.  John  Anflruther,  efq. — Juf- 
ce  of  the  counties  of  Carnarvon, 
Merioneth,  and  Anglefea. 

—  William  Grant,  efq.— Juf- 
ice  of  Carmarthen,  Pembroke, 
nd  Cardigan. 

13.  Right  hon.  John  Spencer — 
mvoy  extraordinary  to  the  court 
P  Sweden. 

—  Francis  Drake,  efq. — Mi¬ 
nder  Plenipotentiary  to  the  re- 
>ublic  of  Genoa. 

—  George  Henry  Rofe,  efq. — 
Secretary  of  legation  to  the  court 
)f  Berlin. 

—  James  Craufurd,  efq. — Se- 
:ret^ry  of  legation  to  the  court  of 
Copenhagen. 

27.  Right  hon.  hr  Richard 
Worlley,  bart. — RefTdentatVenice. 

■Aug*  17.  Edward  Milward,  jun. 
efq. — Comptroller  of  excife. 

31.  Dr.  John  Gillies — His  ma- 
jefty’s  hiftoriographer  in  Scotland. 

Sept*  7.  Patrick  Bellew,  efq.— 
Gentleman  uilier  of  the  privy- 
chamber  to  her  majefty. 

—  Charles  Rookes,  efq. — -  Gen¬ 
tleman  uflier  daily  waiter. 

—  George  N.  Vincent  and 
Charles  Harwood,  efqrs. —  Gentle¬ 
men  ufhers  quarter  waiters. 

25.  Sir  Gilbert  Elliot,  bart. — a 
privy-counfellor. 

26.  Charles  Whitworth,  efq. 
envoy  extraordinary  and  plenipo¬ 
tentiary  to  the  court  of  Petersburg 
— K.  B. 

• —  George  Harward,  efq. — 
Conful  at  Offend. 

• —  Hon.  colonel  Henry  Edward 
Fox  —  Quarter-mailer- general  of 
the  army  under  the  duke  of  York. 
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—  Lieutenant-general  fir  Charles 

Grey,  K.  B. —  General  of  the  army 

in  America  only. 

•/ 

'  —  Maior-oeneral  Robert  Pref- 

O 

cott- — Lieutenant-general  in  Ame¬ 
rica  only. 

—  Colonel  Thomas  Dundas — 
Brigadier  in  America  only. 

OB.  1.  Robert  Lilian,  efq. 
— Ambaflador  to  the  Ottoman 
Porte. 

2.  Colonel  prince  Edward — 
Major-general. 

18.  Generals'  Henry  Seymour 
Conway,  his  royal  highnefs  Willi¬ 
am  duke  of  'Glouceffer,  K.  G.  fir 
George  Howard,  K.  B.— Field- 
marflials. 

—  Lieutenant-generals  Robert 
Melvill,  Marifcoe  Frederick,  Ro¬ 
bert  Dalrymple,  Horn  Elphin- 
ftone,  James  Johniion,  Charles 
marquis  of  Drogheda,  K.  St.  P. 
fir  William  Auguftus  Pitt,  K.  B, 
lord  Adam  Gordon,  hon.  Alex¬ 
ander  Maitland,  Archibald  earl 
of  Eglintoune,  Hunt  Walfh, 
Guy  lord  Dorchefler,  K.  B.  fir 
Charles  Thompfoii,  bart.  and  K.  B. 
Robert  Clerk,  Robert  Cunning- 
hame,  hon.  fir  William  Howe,  K.  B. 
lord  George  Henry  Lennox,  Henry 
Fletcher,  John  Hale,  fir  Robert 
Boyd,  K.  B.  fir  Henry  Clinton, 
K.  B.  Charles  lord  Southampton, 
Bernard  Hale,  Francis  Craig,  Hugh 
duke  of  Northumberland,  K.  G. 
William  Taylor,  Charles  marquis 
Cornwallis,  K.  G. — Generals. 

—  Major-generals  fir  Thomas 
Shirley,  bart.  Jofeph  Brome,  Pa¬ 
trick  Tonyn,  Gabriel  Chriffie, 
John  Reid,  Charles  Rofs,  fir  Wil¬ 
liam  Green,  bart.  George  Scott, 
Charles  O’Hara,  Robert  Sandford, 
Loftus  Anthony  Tottenham,  Wil¬ 
liam  Rowley,  HarryTrelawney,  Pe¬ 
ter  Bathurft,  hon.  William  Gordon, 
John  Maunfell,  Stuart  Douglas, 
Robert  Prefcott,  hon.  William 
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Harcourt,  Henry  earl  of  Carhamp- 
ton,  William  Dalrymple,  William 
Pibton,  fir  Hehtor  Munro,  K.  B. 
hon.  Edward  Stopford,  hon,  Wil¬ 
liam  Hervey,  Weft  Hyde,  John 
Fletcher  Campbell,  Francis  Laf- 
celles,  James  Murray,  Samuel 
Townfend,  fir  William  Medows, 
K.  B.  Thomas  Olbert  Mordaunt 
— Lieutenant-generals.  ♦ 

Colonels  John  Lind,  William 
Shirreff,  William  Grinxield,  Samuel 
Hulfe,  Albemarle  Bertie,  Charles 
Vallancey,  Thomas  Pigot,  hon. 
John  Thomas  De  Burgh,  fir  James 
Steuart,  bart.  Thomas  Carleton, 
James  Marfh,  Cavendifli  Lifter, 
Charles  Leigh,  James  Oglivie, 
William  Roberts,  Robert  Kinp-fron, 
fir  Robert  Laurie,  bart.  John  Tap¬ 
per,  William  Martin,  John  Archer, 
William  Edmefton,  DavM  Home, 
Hugh  Debbieg,  Montgomery  Ag- 
new,  Thomas  Jones,  James  Stew¬ 
art,  Alexander  earl  of  Balcarras, 
hon.  Charles  Stuart,  Cornelius 
Cuyler,  Thomas  Du  r das,  Charles 
earl  of  Harrington,  hon.  Richard 
Fitzpatrick,  Nefbitt  Balfour,  Ed¬ 
mund  Stevens,  Thomas  Trigge, 
Francis  earl  of  Moyra,  Peter  Craig, 
Benjamin  Stehelin  —  Major-gene¬ 
rals. 

Major-general  Gerard  Lake — 
Lieutenant-governor  of  Berwick. 

Colonel  James  Henry  Craig — 
Lieutenant-governor  of  Guernfey. 

23.  Rev.  Dr.  Samuel  Horflev, 
biihop  of  St.  David’s — Bifhop  of 
Rochefterand  dean  of  Weilminfter. 

—  George  lord  Rivers— Lord 
lieutenant  of  Dorfetfhire. 

30.  Right  hon.  John  O’Neill — 
Baron  O’Neill  of  Ireland. 

Nov.  6.  Captain  James  Sauma- 
rez — Knighted. 


13.  Giles  Rooks,  efq. — ajuftic*! 
of  the  commor -pleas,  and  knighted; 

30.  Francis  Bernard,  efq.  o: 
Gaflle  Bernard,  in  the  county  q| 
Corke — Baron  Bandon  of  Bandor, 
Bridge  in  the  county  of  Corke. 

Dec.  2.  Francis  FownesLuttrell, 
LL.D.  —  a  commiffioner  of  the 
cuftoms. 

7.  Marchionefs  of  Bath — MifJ 
trefsof  the  robes  to  the  queen. 

—  Countefs  of  Cardigan  — 
Ladv  of  the  bedchamber  to  the! 
queen.  -  , 

14.  Hon.  and  Rev.  Dr.  Williair 
Stewart — Bifhop  of  St.  David’s.  ; 

20.  Edward  vifeount  Mount-1 
garret — Earl  of  Kilkenny. 

—  Arthur  vifeount  Valentia— 
Earl  Mountmorris. 

—  Otway  vifeount  Defart— j 
Earl  of  Defart. 

—  Alice  vifeountefs  dowagei! 
Wicklow— Countefs  of  Wicklow  { 

—  John  vifeount  Clonmell— ! 
Earl  of  Clonmell. 

—  Thomas  lord  Caflleflewart— 1 
vifeount  Caflleflewart. 

—  Robert  lord  Leitrim — Vifl 
count  Leitrim. 

—  Francis  lord  Landaff — Vif  j 
count  Landaff. 

—  Cornwallis  lord  de  Montal  l 
—  V  ifeount  Haw  e/den. 

—  John  lord  Fitzgibbon — Vif  I 
count  Fitzgibbon. 


SHERIFFS  appointed'  for  tlu  t 
Year  1793. 

Berks,  Thomas  Goodlake,  0;  | 
Barton-Regis.* 

Bedfordfhire,  Thomas  Croffe,  o 
Bramingham. 

Bucks,  Francis  Peter  Mallet,  0  ' 
Chaifont  St.  Peter’s. 


*  March  following,  Edward  Martin  Atkins,  of 
pointed,  in  the,  room  of  this  gentleman,  deceafed. 


Kingflon  Lifle,  Efq.  was  ap. 

Cumberland 
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Cumberland,  Thomas  Pattenfon, 
of  Melmerry. 

Chefhire,  John  Egerton  of  Qui¬ 
to  n. 

Cambfidgefhire  and  Hunting- 
donfhire,  Thomas  Cole,  of  Dod- 
dington. 

Cornwall,  Francis  Glanville,  of 
Catchfrench. 

Devonfhire,  William  Barber,  of 
Fremington. 

Dorfet,  James  Frampton,  of 
Moreton. 

Derbyfhire,  Sacheverell  Pole,  of 
Rad  bourn. 

Effex,  Staines  Chamberlayne,  of 
Hatfield  Broad  Oak. 

Gloucefterfhire,  Chriftopher  Co- 
drington,  of  Doddington. 

Herts,  George  William  Prefcott, 
of  Theobald’s. 

Hertfordfliire,  John  Keyfall,  of 
Bourton-cotirt. 

Kent,  George  Norman,  of  Brom¬ 
ley. 

Leicefterfhire,  John  Noon,  of 
Bourton-on-the-Woulds. 

Lincoliffhire,  Richard  Ellifon  of 
Sudbrooke-Holme. 

Monmouth  (hire,  John  Hanbury 
Williams,  of  Holbroke. 

Northumberland,  Henry  Col- 
iingwood,  of  Lilburn. 

Northamptonfhire,  JohnDryden, 
of  Cannons-Afhby. 

Norfolk,  Edward  Roger  Pratt, 
of  Ryfton,  efqrs. 

Nottinghamihire,  the  hon.  Rich¬ 
ard  Lumiey  Saville,  of  Rufford. 

Oxfordfliire,  John  Cailloud,  of 
Afton. 

Rutlandlhire,  Thomas  Barfoot, 
of  Ayfton. 

Shroplhire,  John  Corbett,  of 
Sundem 

Somerfetlhire,  Samuel  Bailward, 
of  Horfingtom 
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Staffordfhire,  George  Molineux, 
of  Wolverhampton. 

Suffolk,  George  Doughty,  of 
Leiffen,  efqrs. 

County  of  Southampton,  Sir 
George  Ivefon  Tapps,  of  Hinton- 
Admiral,  bart. 

Surry,  John  Hodfon  Durand,  of 
Carfhalton. 

Suffex,  Thomas  Richardfon,  of 
Warminghurft, 

Warwick  fliire,  Evelyn  Shirley, 
of  Eatington. 

Worcefterfnire,  Samuel  Steward, 
of  Stone. 

Wiltfhire,  John  Gaisford,  of 
Weftwood  and  I  ford. 

Yorkftiire,  Richard  Henry  Beau¬ 
mont,  of  Whitley,  efqrs* 

SOUTH-WALES. 

Carmarthen,  John  Williams,  of 
Wennalt. 

Pembroke,  John  Higgort,  of 
Scolton. 

Cardigan,  Thomas  Lloyd,  of 
Bronwydd. 

Glamorgan,  John  Luca's,  of 
Stout-Hall. 

Brecon,  John  Lloyd,  of  Abera- 
nalt. 

Radnor,  William  Svmonds,  of 
Glafcomb,  efqrs. 

NORTH-WALES. 

A/igiefea,  Evan  Lloyd,  of  Maes  y 
Porth. 

Carnarvon,  William  Owen,  of 
Pencraig. 

Merioneth,  William  John  Len- 
thal,  of  Ucheldref. 

Montgomery,  David  Pugh,  of 
Brynderwen. 

Denbighfhire,  Edward  Ey  ton,  of 
Eyton-Hall. 

Flint,  Richard  Puleffon,  of  Em- 
rail,  efqrs. 
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Note  feni  by  M.  Chawvelin ,  JMini/ler 
Plenipotentiary  from  his  Mojl 
Chr fiian  Majefiy ,  to  Lord  Gren- 
•villc,  one  of  his  Britannic  Majefly' s 
principal  Secretaries  of  State ,  Dec. 
17,  1792. 

THE  underflgned  minifler  ple¬ 
nipotentiary  of  France  has 
the  honour  to  communicate  to 
lord  Grenville  the  inflru£lions 
which  he  has  received  from  the 
executive  council  of  the  French 
republic,  with  orders  to  lay  them 
before  his  Britannic  majefly’s  fe- 
cretary  of  flate  for  the  department 
of  foreign  affairs,  in  cafe  he  fliould 
think  that  he  could  not  fpeedily 
enough  obtain  an  interview  with 
the  minifler. 

The  French  government,  by  con¬ 
tinuing,  fmce  the  recall  of  lord 
Gower  from  Paris,  to  leave  at 
London  a  minifter  plenipotentiary, 
thought  they  gave  to  his  Britannic 
majefly  an  unequivocal  proof  of 
the  defire  they  had  to  remain  in 
good  underflandihg  with  the  Britifli 
court,  and  to  fee  all  thofe  clouds 
diflipated,  to  which  events,  necef- 
fary  and  infeparable  from  the  in¬ 
ternal  government  of  France,  Teem¬ 
ed  then  to  have  given  birth.  The 
intentions  of  the  executive  council 
of  France  toward  England  have 


never  ceafed  to  be  the  fame,  bi 
they  cannot  fee  witli  indifferent 
the  public  conduit  which  tl 
Britifli  miniflry  obferve  at  prefej 
toward  France.  It  is  much  to  1 
regretted,  that  they  have  perceive 
in  this  conduct  an  indifpofitic 
which  they  fiill  force  themfelv 
not  to  believe.  They  think  it 
duty,  however,  which  they  owe  1 
the  French  nation,  not  to  leave 
much  longer  in  that  flate  of  unce 
tainty  into  which  it  has  been  throw 
by  feveral  meafures  lately  adopti 
by  the  Britifli  government— * 
uncertainty  in  which  the  Engli 
nation  mull  fnare,  and  which  mu 
be  equally  unworthy  of  both.  Tl 
executive  council  of  the  French  r 
public  have  confequently  authori 
ed  the  minifler  of  France  at  Loj 
don  to  demand  with  opennefs  1 
the  miniflers  of  his  Britannic  m 
jefly,  whether  France  ought 
confider  England  as  a  neutral  < 
hoflile  power,  and  have  partic 
larly  charged  him  to  obtain  on  tl. 
point  a  definitive  anfwer.  But 
demanding  from  the  miniflers 
his  Britannic  majefly  an  open  ar 
candid  explanation  of  their  intei 
tions  toward  France,  the  executi1 
council  do  not  wifli  that  the  frtiai 
efl  doubt  fliould  exifl  refpedtii 
the  difpofition  of  France  towa: 
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'England,  and  of  its  defire  to  remain 
at  peace  \Vith  it.  They  even  wifli 
to  anfwer  previoully  to  all  thofe 
reproaches  which  may  be  thrown 
out  again!!  France,  in  order  to  juf- 
tify  England.  Reflecting  on  the 
reafons  which  might  determine  his 
Britannic  majefty  to  break  with 
the  French  republic,  the  executive 
council  can  fee  them  only  in  a  falfe 
interpretation,  given  perhaps  to  the 
decree  of  the  national  convention 
of  Nov.  19.  If  the  Britifh  miniflry 
are  really  alarmed  by  that  decree, 
it  can  only  be  for  want  of  compre¬ 
hending  the  true  meaning  of  it. 
The  national  convention  never  in¬ 
tended  that  the  French  republic 
fliould  favour  infurreCtions  and 
efpoufe  the  caufe  of  a  few  feditious 
effons,  or,  in  a  word,  that  it 
lould  endeavour  to  excite  difturb- 
ance  in  any  neutraf  or  friendly 
country  whatever.  Such  an  idea 
would  be  rejeCled  by  the  French 
nation.  It  cannot  without. injus¬ 
tice  be  imputed  to  the  national 
convention.  This  decree  then  is 
applicable  only  to  thofe  people, 
who,  after  having  conquered  their 
liberty,  may  requeft  the  fraternity 
and  affijfance  of  the  French  repub¬ 
lic,  by  a  folemn  and  unequivocal 
exprellion  of  the  general  will. 
France  not  only  ought  and  wifhes 
to  refpeCI  the  independence  of 
England  ;  but  that  alio  of  its  allies, 
with  whom  it  is  not  at  war.  The 
underfigned  therefore  has  been 
charged  to  declare  formally,  that 
France  will  not  attack  Holland 
while  that  power  confines  itfelf, 
on  its  part,  within  the  bounds  of 
ftriCt  neutrality.  The  Britifh  go¬ 
vernment  being  thus  affured  re- 
fpe&ing  the  two  points,  no  pretence 
for  the  leaf,  difficulty  can  remain, 
but  on  the  queftion  of  opening  the 
Scheld — a  queftion  irrevocably  de¬ 
cided  by  reafon  and  jufUce,  of 


(m 

little  importance  in  itfelf,  and  on 
/which  the  opinion  of  England,  and 
perhaps  even  of  Holland,  are  too 
well  known,  to  render  it  difficult 
to  make  it  feriouily  the  foie  caufe 
of  a  war.  Should  the  Britifh  mi¬ 
niflry,  however,  embrace  this  laff 
motive  to  induce  them  to  declare 
war  again#  France,  would  it  not 
then  be  probable  that  their  private 
intention  was  to  bring  about  a 
rupture  at  any  rate,  and  to  take 
the  advantage  atprefent  of  the  mod: 
futile  of  all  .pretences,  to  colour  an 
unjuft  ao-rrreffion,  long;  ago  rnedi- 
tated ?  .  ’ 

On  this  fatal  fuupofition,  which 
the  executive  council  rejects,  the 
underfigned  would  be  authorized 
to  fupport  with  energy  the  dignity 
of  the  -  French  people,  and  to  de¬ 
clare  with  firm  fiefs  that  a  free  and 
powerful  nation  will  accept  war, 
and  repel  with  indignation  an 
aggrefllon  fo  manifefUy  junjuft,  and 
fo  unprovoked  on  their  part. 
When  all  thefe  explanations,  ne- 
cefTary  to  demonflrate  the  purity 
of  the  intentions  of  France,  and 
when  all  peaceful  and  conciliatory 
meafures  fliall  have  been  exhaufted 
by  the  French  nation,  it  is  evident 
that  the  whole  weight,  and  the 
whole  .ref;  on f  hili A  of  the  war, 
will  fooner  or  later  fall  upon  thofe 
who  have  provoked  it.  Such  a 
war  would  really  be  the  war  of  the 
Britifh  miniflry  only  again#  thg 
French  republic  and  fhould  this 
truth  appear  for  a  moment  doubt¬ 
ful,  it  would  not  perhaps  be  im- 
poliible  for  France  to  render  it  foon 
evident  to  a  nation,  which  in  giv¬ 
ing  its  confidence^  never  renoun¬ 
ced  the  exercife  of  reafon,  and  its 
refpe&-  for  juftlce  and  truth. 

Such  are  the  inflruftions  which 
the  underfigrn-  d  has  received  orders 
to  communicate  officially  to  lord 
Grenville ;  inviting  him,  as  well  as 
(E  2)  -all 
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all  the  council  of  his  Britannic 
majefty,  to  weigh  with  the  moll 
ferious  attention,  the  deliberations 
and  demands  which  they  contain. 
It  is  evident  that  the  French  nation 
defires  to  preferve  peace  with 
England.  It  proves  this,  by  en¬ 
deavouring  with  candour  and 
opennefs  to  remove  every  fufpici- 
011  which  fo  many  palfions  and  va¬ 
rious  prejudices  are  continually 
labouring  to  excite  againft:  it ;  but 
the  more  it  Hi  all  have  done  to 
convince  all  Europe  of  the  purity 
of  its  views,  and  the  reflitude  of 
its  intentions,  the  greater  right  it 
will  have  to  a  claim  of  being  no 
longer  mifunderftood. 

The  underfigned  has  orders  to 
demand  a  written  anfwer  to  the 
prefent  note :  he  hopes  that  the 
minifters  of  his  Britannic  majefty 
will  be 'induced,  by  the  explana¬ 
tions  which  it  contains,  to  adopt 
ideas  favourable  to  a  good  Under- 
Handing  between  the  two  nations  ; 
and  will  have  no  occafion,  in  order 
to  return  to  them,  to  confider  the 
terrible  refponfibility  of  a  declara¬ 
tion  of  war,  which  would  incon- 
teftably  be  their  work  ;  the  confe- 
quences  of  which  could  be  only 
fatal  to  both  countries,  and  to  all 
mankind,  and  in  which  a  generous 
and  free  people  could  not  long 
confent  to  betray  their  own  inter- 
efts,  by  ferving  to  alfift  and  fupport 
a  tyrannical  coalition. 

(Signed)  Chauvelin. 


Lord  Grenville s  Anfwer  to  the  pre¬ 
ceding  Note . 

Whitehall,  Dec.  31,  1792. 
Sir, 

I  have  received  from  you  a  note, 
in  which,  ftyling  yourfelf  minifter 
plenipotentiary  of  France?  you 


communicate  to  me,  as  the  king’s 
fecretary  of  ftate,  the  inftru&ions 
which  you  ftate  to  have  yourfelf 
received  from  the  executive  coun¬ 
cil  of  the  French  republic.  You 
are  not  ignorant,  that,  fince  the  un¬ 
happy  events  of  the  10th  of  Au- 
guft,  the  king  has  thought  proper 
to  fufpend  all  official  communica¬ 
tion  with  France.  You  are  your¬ 
felf  no  otherwife  accredited  to  the 
king,  than  in  the  name  of  his  molt 
Chriftian  majefty.  The  propofi- 
tion  of  receiving  a  minifter  ac¬ 
credited  by  any  other  authority  or 
power  in  France,  would  be  a  new 
queftion,  which,  whenever  it 
fhould  occur,  the  king  would  have 
the  right  to  decide  according  to 
the  interefts  of  his  fubjefts,  his 
own  dignity,  and  the  regard  which 
he  owes  to  his  allies,  and  to  the 
general  fyftem  of  Europe.  I  am 
therefore  to  inform  you,  fir,  in  ex- 
prefs  and  formal  terms,  that  I  ac¬ 
knowledge  you  in  no  other  public 
charafter  than  that  of  minifter  from 
his  moft  Chriftian  majefty,  and 
that  confequently  you  cannot  be 
admitted  to  treat  with  the  king’s 
minifters  in  the  quality,  and  under 
the  form  ftated  in  your  note. 

But  ob  ferving  that  you  have 
entered  into  explanations  of  fome 
of  the  circumftances  which  have 
given  to  England  fuch  ftrong 
grounds  of  uneafinefs  and  jealoufy, 
and  that  you  fpeak  of  thefe  expla¬ 
nations  as  being  of  a  nature  to  bring 
our  two  countries  nearer,  I  have 
been  unwilling  to  convey  to  you 
the  notification  ftated  above,  with¬ 
out  at  the  fame  time  explaining 
myfelf  clearly  and  diftin&ly  on  the 
fubjecf  of  what  you  have  commu¬ 
nicated  to  me,  though  under  a  form 
which  is  neither  regular  nor  official. 

Your  explanations  are  coiifined 
to  three  points : 

The  firft  is,  that  of  the  decree  of 

the 
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the  national  convention  of  the  19th 
of  November,  in  the  expreflions 
of  which  all  England  faw  the  for¬ 
mal  declaration  of  a  defign  to  ex¬ 
tend  univerfally  the  new  principles 
of  government  adopted  in  France, 
and  to  encourage  diforder  and  re¬ 
volt  in  all  countries,  evefi  in  thofe 
which  are  neutral.  If  this  inter¬ 
pretation,  which  you  reprefent  as 
injurious  to  the  convention,  could 
admit  of  any  doubt,  it  is  but  too 
well  juftified  by  the  conduct  of  the 
convention  itfelf.  And  the  appli¬ 
cation  of  thefe  principles  to  the 
king’s  dominions  has  been  fhewn 
unequivocally,  by  the  public  recep¬ 
tion  given  to  the  promoters  of  fedi- 
tion  in  this  country,  and  by  the 
fpeeches  made  to  them  prccifely  at 
the  time  of  t1  is  decree,  and  fince, 
on  feveral  different  occaftons. 

Yet,  notwithftanding  all  thefe 
proofs,  fupported  by  other  circum- 
ftances  which  are  but  too  notori¬ 
ous,  it  would  have  been  with 
leafure  that  we  ffiould  have  feen 
ere  fuch  explanations,  and  fuch  a 
conduct,  as  would  have  fatisfied  the 
dignity  and  honour  of  England, 
with  refpedf  to  what  has  already 
paffed,  and  would  have  offered  a 
fufficient  fecurity  in  future  for  the 
maintenance  of  that  refpecft  toward 
the  rights,  the  government,  and  the 
tranquillity  of  neutral  powers, 
which  they  have  on  every  account 
the  right  to  expeff . 

Neither  this  fatisfa£lion,  nor  this 
fecurity,  is  found  in  the  terms  of 
an  explanation  which  ftill  declares 
to  the  promoters  of  fedition  in 
every  country,  what  are  the  cafes 
in  which  they  may  count  before¬ 
hand  on  the  fupport  and  fuccour 
of  France ;  and  which  referves  to 
that  country  the  right  of  mixing 
herfelf  in  our  internal  affairs,  wnerir 
ever  ftie  fhnll  judge  it  proper  ;  and 
$n  principles  incompatible  with 
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the  political  inftitutions  of  all  the 
countries  of  Europe.  No  one  can 
avoid  perceiving  how  much  a  de¬ 
claration  like  this  is  calculated  to 
encourage  diforder  and  revolt  in 
every  country.  No  one  can  be 
ignorant  how  contrary  it  is  to  the 
refpedf  which  is  reciprocally  due 
from  independent  nations,  nor 
how  repugnant  to  thofe  principles 
which  the  king  has  followed,  on 
his  part,  by  forbearing  at  all  times 
from  any  interference  whatever  in 
the  internal  affairs  of  France.  And 
this  contrail:  is  alone  fufficient  to 
ihew,  not  only  that  Enoland  can- 

-y,  O 

not  confider  fuch  an  explanation 
as  fatisfatftory,  but  that  fhe  muff 
look  upon  it  as  a  frefh  avowal  of 
thofe  difpofftions  which  fhe  fees 
with  fo  juft  an  uneaftnefs  and  jea*- 
loufy. 

I  proceed  to  the  two  other  points 
of  your  explanation,  which  con¬ 
cern  the  general  difpofftions  of 
France  with  regard  to  the  allies  of 
Great  Britain,  and  the  conduct  of 
the  convention  and  its  officers  re¬ 
lative  to  the  Scheld.  The  declara¬ 
tion  which  you  there  make,  4  that 
France  will  not  attack  Holland  fo 
long  as  that  power  ffiall  obferve 
an  exaft  neutrality,’  is  conceived 
nearly  in  the  fame  terms  with  that 
which  you  we're  charged  to  make 
in  the  name  of  his  moft  Chriftian 
majefty  in  the  month  of  June  laft. 
Since  that  firft  declaration  was 
made,  an  officer,  ftating  hinffelf  to 
be  employed  in  the  fervice  of 
France,  has  openly  violated  both 
the  territory  and  the  neutrality  of 
the  republic,  ingoing  up  the  Scheld, 
to  attack  the  citadel  of  Antwerp, 
notwithftanding  the  determination 
of  the  government  not  to  grant 
this  paffage,  and  the  formal  proteft 
by  which  they  oppofed  it.  Since 
the  fame  declaration  was  made, 
the  convention  has  thought  itfelf 
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authorized  to  annul  the  rights  of 
the  republic  exercifecl  within  the 
limits  of  its  own  territory,  and 
enjoyed  by  virtue  of  the  fame  trea¬ 
ties  by  which  hev  independence  is 
fecured.  And  at  the  very  moment 
when,  under  the  name  of  an  ami¬ 
cable  explanation,  you  renew  to 
me  in  the  fame  terms  the  prcmife  of 
refpeCting  the  independence  and 
the  rights  of  England  and  her  allies,  • 
you  announce  to  me,  that  thofe  in 
whofe  name  you  fpeak,  intend  to 
maintain  thefe  open  and  injurious 
aggreflions. 

£50 

It  is  not,  certainly,  on  fuch  a 
declaration  as  this,  that  any  reli¬ 
ance  can  be  placed  for  the  conti¬ 
nuance  of  public  tranquillity. 

But  I  am  unwilling  to  leave 
without  a  more  particular  reply, 
what  you  fay  on  the  fubjecf  of  the 
Scheld.  If  it  were  true  that  this 
queftior  is  in  itfeif  of  little  import¬ 
ance,  this  would  only  ferve  to  p  rove 
more  clearly,  that  it  was  brought 
forward  only  for  the  purpofe  of 
infulting  the  allies  of  England,  by 
the  infraction  of  their  neutrality, 
and  by  the  violation  of  their  rights, 
which  the  faith  of  treaties  obliges 
us  to  maintain.  But  you  cannot 
.be  ignorant  that  here  the  utinoft 
importance  is  attached  to  thofe 
'principles  which  France  wifhes  to 
eftablife  by  this  proceeding,  and  to 
thofe  confluences  which  .  ould 
naturally  reiult  from  them :  and 
that  not  only  thofe  principles,  rani 
thofe  confequences,  will  never  be 
admitted  by 'England,  but  that  fhe 
is,  and  ever  will  be,  ready  to  op- 
pofe  them  with  all  her  force. 

France  card  have  no  right  to  am 
nui  the  Stipulations  relative  to  the 
Beheld,  unlefs  file  have  alfo  the 
right  to  fet  ancle  equally  all  the 
other  treaties  between  all  the  pow¬ 
ers  of  Europe,  and  all  the  other 
rights  of  England,  or  of  her  allies. 


She  can  even  have  no  pretence  to 

interfe  rebn  the  queftion  of  opening 

the  Scheldt  unlefs  fee  were  the 

*  #  1 

fovereignof  the  Low  Countries,  or 
had  the  right  to  dictate  laws  to  all  : 
Europe. 

England  never  will  content  that 
France  Shall  arrogate  the  power -of 
annulling  at  her  p  learn  re,  and  under  j 
pretence  of  a  pretended  natural 
light,  of  which  fee  makes  herfelf  ' 
the  only  judge,  the  political  fyftem 
of  Europe,  eftablifhed  by  Solemn 
treaties,  and  guaranteed  by  the 
confent/cf  all:  the  nowers.  This 

A 

government,  adhering  to  the  max-, 
ipas  which  it  has  followed  for  more  , 
than  a  centu  v,  will  aife  never  fee 
with  indifference  that  France  feall 
make  herfelf,  either  direCtiy  or  in¬ 
directly,  fovereign  of  the  Low 
Countries,  or  general  arbitrefs  of 
the  rights  and  liberties  oT  Europe. 
If  France  is  really  defirous  of  main-  i 

wt 

taining  friendfeip  and  peace  with 
England,  fee  muff  drew  herfelf 
difpofed  to  renounce  her  views  of  , 
aggrefeon  and  aggrandizement, 
and  to  confine  herfelf  within  her 
own  territory,  without  infulting 
other  governments,  without  dif- 
turbing  their  tranquillity,  without 
violating  their  rights. 

With  refpeCt  to  that  character 
of  ill-will  which  is  endeavoured 
to  be  found  in  the  conduct  of 
England  toward  France,  I  cannot 
difeufs  it,  becaufe  you  fpeak  of  it 
in  general  terms  only,  without $ 
alleging  a  {ingle  fact.  All  Europe 
has  feen  tj,ie  juft  ice  and  the  gene- 
rofity  which  have  characterized  the 
conduCt  of-  the  king  :  his  majefty  ; 
has  always  been  defirous  of  peace :  ' 
he  defires  it  ftiil,  but  fuch  as  may 
f-e  real,  and  folid,  and  confiftent  j 
with  the  interefts  and  dignity  of  his  1 
own  dominions,  and  with  the  ge- 1 
neral  Security  of  Europe. 

On  the  reft  of  your  paper  I  fay  I 

nothing 
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nothing.— As  to  what  relates  to  me 
and  to  my  colleagues,  the  king’s  mi- 
nifters  owe  to  his  majefty  fthe  ac¬ 
count  of  their  conduSt  :  and  I  have 
no  anfwer  to  give  to  you  on  this 
fubjedt,  any  more  than  on  that  of 
the  appeal  which  you  propofe  to 
make  to  the  Englifh  nation.  This 
nation,  according  to  that  conftitu- 
tion  by  which  its  liberty  and  its 
profperity  are  fecured,  and  which 
it  will  ahvays  be  able  to  defend 
againft  every  attack,  diredl  or  indi¬ 
rect,  will  never  have  with  foreign 
powers  connection  or  correfpon- 
dence,  except  through  the  organ 
of  its  king :  of  a  king  whom  it 
loves  and  reveres,  and  who  has 
never  for  an  inftant  feparated  his 
rights,  his  interefts,  and  ’  his  hap- 
pinefs,  from  the  rights,  the  inter¬ 
efts,  and  the  happineis  of  his  peo¬ 
ple. 

(Signed)  Grenville. 


Official  Note  of  the  Executive  Power 
of  France ,  in  Reply  to  the  pre¬ 
ceding. 

Paris,  Jan.  4,  1793,  Second 
Year  of  the  Republic. 

The  proviftonal  executive  coun¬ 
cil  of  the  French  republic,  before 
they  reply  more  particularly  to 
each  of  the  points  comprehended 
in  the  note  remitted  to  them  on 
the  part  of  the  minifter  of  his 
Britannic  majefty,  will  begin  by 
repeating  to  that  minifter  the 
moft  exprefs  affurances  c-f  their 
fincere  defire  to  maintain  peace 
and  harmony  between  France  and 
England.  The  fentiments  of  the 
f  rench  nation  toward  the  Englifh 
have  been  manifefted  during  the 
whole  courfe  of  the  revolution,  in 
fo  conftant,  fo  unanimous  a  man¬ 
ner,  that  there  cannot  remain  the 
ftnalleft  doubt  of  the  efteem  which 
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it  vows  to  them,  and  of  its  deftre 
to  have  them  for  friends. 

It  is  then  with  great  reluffance, 
that  the  republic  would  fee  itfelf 
forced  to  a  rupture,  much  more 
contrary  to  its  inclination  than  to 
its  intereft.  Before  it  proceeds  to 
fuch  a  aifagreeable  extremity, 
explanations  are  neceftary ;  and 
the  objeCt  of  them  is  fo  highly  im¬ 
portant,  that  the  executive  coun¬ 
cil  have  not  thought  that  they 
could  entruft  them  to  a  fecret 
agent,  always  to  be  difavowed. 
For  this  reafon  they  have  thought 
proper,  under  every  point  of  view, 
to  entruft  them  to  citizen  Chauve-. 
lip,  though  he  is  not  accredited  to 
his  Britannic  majefty  but  from  the 
late  king. 

The  opinion  of  the  executive 
council  on  this  occafion  is  juftified 
by  the  manner  in  which  our  nego¬ 
tiations  are  at  the  fame  time  car¬ 
ried  on  in  Spain,  where  citizen 
Bourgoign  was  exactly  in  the  ft.  me 
fituation  as  citizen  Chauvelin  at 
London  ;  which,  however,  has 
net  prevented  the  minifter  of  the 
Catholic  king  from  treating  with 
him  on  a  convention  of  neutrality, 
the  ratification  of  which  is  to  be 
exchanged  at  Pans  between  the 
tr-inifter  for  foreign  affairs  and  the 
charge  des  affaires  of  Spain.  We 
will  even  add,  that  the  principal 
minifter  of  his  Catholic  majefty, 
when  writing  officially  on  this  tub- 
jeCt  to  citizen  Bourgoign,  did  not 
forget  to  give  him  his  title  of  mi¬ 
nifter  plenipotentiary  of  France. 
The  e  ■  am  ,  fe  of  a  power  of  the 
firft  rank,  fuch  as  Spain,  might 
have  induced  the  executive  coun¬ 
cil  to  hope  that  we  fiiould  have 
found  the  fame  facility  at  mondon. 
The  executive  council,  however, 
readily  acknowledge  that  this  ne¬ 
gotiation  has  no  been  demanded  ac¬ 
cording  to  diplomatic  i.ridtnefs,  and 
(E  4)  that 
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that  citizen  Chauvelin  is  not  for¬ 
mally  enough  authorized.  To  re¬ 
move  entirely  this  obilacle,  and  that 
they  may  not  have  to  reproach 
themfel-ves  with  hav  ing  ftopt,  by  a 
hmple  defedt  in  form,  a  negotia¬ 
tion  on  the  fuccefs  of  which  depends 
the  tranquillity  of  two  great  na¬ 
tions,  they  have  fent  to  citizen 
Chauvelin  credential  letters,  which 
will  give  him  the  means  of  treat¬ 
ing  according  to  all  the  feverity  of 
diplomatic  forms. 

To  proceed  now  to  the  three 
points  which  can  alone  form  '  an 
objedt  of  difficulty  with  the  court 
of  London,  the  executive  council 
obferve  on  the  firft,  that  is  to  fay, 
the  decree  of  November  19,  that  we 
have  been  mifunderftood  by  the 
min iiiers  of  his  Britannic  majefty, 
when  they  accufe  us  of  having- 
given  an  explanation,  which  an¬ 
nounces  to  the  /editions  of  all  nati¬ 
ons ,  what  are  the  cafes  in  which 
they  may  depend  before-hand,  on 
the  fuccourand  fupport  of  France. 
Nothing  can  be  more  foreign  to 
the  fentiments  of  the  national  con¬ 
vention,  and  to  this  explanation 
which  we  have  given,  than  this 
reproach  ;  and  we  did  not  think  it 
was  poflible  that  the  open  defign 
of  favouring  feditious  perfons 
could  be  imputed  to  us,  at  a  mo¬ 
ment  even  when  we  declared, 

4  that  it  would  be  doing  an  injury 
to  the  national  convention  to  af- 
cribe  to  them  the  plan  of  protect¬ 
ing  infurredtions  and  feditious  com¬ 
motions,  which  might  arife  in  any 
hate  ;  of  affiociatmg  with  the  au¬ 
thors  of  them;  and  thus  of  making 
the  caufe  of  a  few  individuals  that 
of  the  French  nation. 

We  have  faid,  and  we  choofe  to 
repeat  it,  that  the  decree  of  Novem¬ 
ber  19,  could  not  be  applicable,  but 
to  the  tingle  cafe  where  the  general 


will  of  a  nation,  clearly  and  unequh 
vocally  expreffed,  thould  call  for  the 
'a  ffi  fiance  and  fraternity  of  the  French 
nation.  Sedition  can  certainly  never 
exifl,  when  there  is  an  expreffion 
of  the  general  will ;  thefe  two  ideas 
mutually  exclude  each  other  ;  for 
fedition  is  and  can  only  be  a  com¬ 
motion  of  a  fmall  number  againft 
the  majority  of  a  nation  ;  and  this 
commotion  would  ceafe  to  be  fedi¬ 
tious,  if  all  the  members  of  a  foci- 
ety  ihould  arife  at  once,  either  to 
corredi  theirgovernment,  tochange 
its  form  entirely,  or  to  accomplilh 
any  other  objedt. 

The  Dutch  were  certainly  not 
feditious  when  they  formed  the 
generous  refolution  of  throwing 
off  the  Spanifh  yoke,  and  when  the 


general  will  of  that  nation  called 


on  the  affiftance  of  France.  It 
was  not  accounted  a  crime  to 


Henry  IV,  nor  to  queen  Elizabeth, 1 
that  they  liftened  to  them.  A 
knowledge  of  the  general  will  is 
the  only  bails  of  tranfadfions  be-* 


tween  nations ;  and  we  cannot 


treat  with  any  government  but  be- 
caufe  that  government  is  fuppofed 
to  be  the  organ  of  the  general  will 
of  the  nation  to  which  it  belongs. 
When  by  this  natural  interpretati¬ 
on,  therefore,  the  decree  of  No¬ 
vember  19th  is  reduced  to  its  real 
fignification,  it  will  be  found  that 
it  announces  nothing  more  than  an  | 
adt  of  the  general  will  above  all 
conteft,  and  fo  founded  in  right,  j 
that  it  was  not  worth  while  to  ex- 
prefs  it.  For  this  reafon,  the  exe-  / 
putive  council  think  that!  the  evi-  , 
deuce  of  this  right  might  have 
perhaps  rendered  it  unneceffary 
for  the  national  convention  tq 
make  it  the  objedt  of  a  particular  | 
decree  ;  but  with  the  preceding  in¬ 
terpretation  it  cannot  give  offence 
to  any  nation.  ^  J 


it 
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It  appears  that  the  minifters  of 
his  Britannic  majefty  have  made  no 
objections  under  the  declaration 
refpeCting  Holland  :  fince  their 
only  observation  on  this  fubjeCt 
relates  to  the  d'ifcuilion  concern¬ 
ing  the  Scheld,  it  is  on  this  laft 
point,  therefore,  that  we  have  to 
make  ourfelves  underftood. 

We  here  repeat  that  this  ques¬ 
tion  itfelf  is  of  little  importance. 
The  Britifli  minifters  thence  con¬ 
clude,  that  it  is  therefore  more  evi¬ 
dent  that  it  has  been  brought  for¬ 
ward  only  for  the  purpofe  of  in- 
fulting  the  allies  of  England.  We 
reply  with  much  lefs  warmth  and 
prejudice,  that  this  quellion  is  ab¬ 
solutely  indifferent  to  England, 
that  it  is  ljttle  interefting  to  Hol¬ 
land,  but  that  it  is  of  the  utmoft 
importance  to  the  Belgians.  That 
it  is  indifferent  to  England,  does 
not  even  require  to  be  proved. 
It  is  little  interefting  to  Holland, 
fince  the  productions  of  t;he  Belgic 
Netherlands  can  be  conveyed 
through  the  canals  which  end  at 
Oftend  ;  but  it  is  of  great  import¬ 
ance  for  the  Belgians,  on  account 
of  the  numerous  advantages  which 
they  may  derive  from  the  port  of 
Antwerp.  It  is  therefore  on  account 
of  this  importance,  to  teftore  to 
the  Belgians  the  enjoyment  of  a 
valuable  right,  and  not  to  offend 
any  one,  that  France  has  declared 
that  it  is  ready  to  fupport  them  in 
the  exercife  of  fo  legal  a  right. 

q  y 

But  is  France  authorized  to 
break  ftipulations  which  oppofe 
the  opening  of  the  Scheld  ?  If  we 
confult  the  right  of  nature,  and 
not  of  nations,  not  only  France, 
but  all  the  nations  of  Europe  are 
authorized  to  break  them.  No 
$oubt  can  remain  on  this  point. 

If  public  right  is  confulted,  we 
fay  that  it  ought  never  to  be  but 


the  application  of  the  principles  of 
the  general  right  of  nations  to  the 
particular  circumftances  in  which 
nations  may  be  in  refpeCh  to  each 
other  ;  fo  that  every  private  treaty 
which  might  violate  thefe  princi¬ 
ples,  could  never  be  conftdered  but 
as  the  work  of  violence.  We  will 
next  add,  that  in  regard  to  the 
Scheld,  the  treaty  was  concluded 
without  the  participation  of  the 
Belgians.  The  emperor,  to  fecure 
the  poffeffion  of  the  Netherlands, 
facrificed,  without  fcruple,  the  moft 
inviolable  of  rights.  Being  rnafter 
of  thefe  beautiful  provinces,  he 
governed  them,  as  Europe  has  feen, 
with  a  rod  of  abfolute  defpotifm, 
refpedled  none  of  their  privileges 
but  thole  which  were  of  import¬ 
ance  for  him  topreferve,  and  con¬ 
tinually  attacked  or  deitroyed  the 
reft.  France  entering  into  a  war 
with  the  houfe  of  Auftria,  expels 
it  from  the  Low  Countries,  and  re- 
ltores  liberty  to  thofe  people  whom 
the  court  of  Vienna  had  devoted 
to  flavery.  Their  chains  are  brok¬ 
en  :  they  are  reftored  to  all  thofe 
rights  which  the  houfe  of  Auftria 
had  taken  from  them.  How  can 
that  right  which  they  had  over  the 
Scheld  be  excepted,  efpecidly 
when  it  is  of  real  importance  only 
to  thofe  who  were  deprived  of  it  ? 
In  fhort,  France  has  too  good  a. 
profeflion  of  political  faith  to  make, 
to  be  afraid  of  avowing  its  princi¬ 
ples.  The  executive  council  de¬ 
clares  then,  not  that  it  may  appear 
to  yield  to  fome  expreilions  of 
threatening  language,  but  only  to 
render  homage  to  truth,  that  the 
French  republic  does  not  mean  to 
eftablifh  itfelf  an  univerfal  arbiter 
of  the  treaties  which  bind  nations 
together.  It  equally  knows  to  re- 
fpedl  other  governments,  and  to 
take  care  that  it  may  make  its  own 
-  -  ’  refpe&ed. 
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refpefled.  It  does  not  with  to  give 
law  to  a  ay  one,  and  it  will  never 
fiuifer  any  one  to  give  laws  to  it.  It 
lias  renounced,  and  drill  renounces 
all  conqueft ;  and  its  occupying  the 
Netherlands  will  continue  no  longer 
than  the  war,  and  during  that  time, 
which  may  be  necefiary  for  the 
Belgians  to  fecure  and  confolidate 
their  liberty;  after  which,  provided 
they  be  independent  or  happy, 
France  will  be  fufficientlv  rewarded. 

When  that  nation  fhall  find  it- 
fielf  in  the  full  poflefiion  of  its 
liberty,  and  when  its  general  will 
may  be  declared  legally  and  unfet¬ 
tered,  then  if  England  and  Hol¬ 
land  fiiti  affix  any  importance  to 
the  opening  of  the  Sc'held,  the  ex¬ 
ecutive  council  will  leave  that 
affair  to  a  dire  ft  negociation  with 
the  Belgians.  If  the  Belgians, 
through  any  motive  whatever,  fhall 
cemfent  to  deprive  themfelves  of 
tire  navigation  of  the  Scheid,  France 
wilinotoppofeit.  It  wiilrefpeft  their 
independence,  even  in  their  errors. 

After  fo  free  a  declaration,  which 
manifefts  the  prefent  aefigns  of 
peace,  the  minifters  of  his  Britan¬ 
nic  majefty  ought  to  entertain  no 
doubt  refpefting  the  intentions  of 
France.  But  if  thefe  explanations 
appear  to  them  infufficient,  and  if 
we  are  flill  obliged  to  hear  the  lan¬ 
guage  of  haughtinefs,  and  if  hoffile 
preparations  are  continued  in  the 
ports  of  England,  after  having  done 
every  thing  in  our  power  to  main¬ 
tain  peace,  we  will  prepare  for  war, 
cordcious  at  leaft  of  the  jufiice  of 
our  eaufe,  and  of  the  efforts  we 
have  made  to  avpid  that  extremity. 
We  fhall  combat  with  regret  the 
Englifh,  .whom  we  efireem,  but  we 
fhall  combat  them  without. fear. 

(Signed)  Le  Brun. 


Letter  from  Lord  Grenville  to  ihT. 
Chauvelin ,  in  Anfvcer  to  the  Rxpla- 
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nations  of  the  Provifonal  Exeat* 
tive  Council ,  fan.  20. 

Whitehall,  Jan.  18,  1793  I 

I  have  examined,  fir,  with  the  ut-  . 
moft  attention,  the  paper  you  re¬ 
mitted  to  me  on  the  13th  of  this 
month.  I  cannot  help  remarking, 
that  I  have  found  nothing  fatisfac- 
tory  in  the  refult  of  it.  The  ex-  j 
planaticns  which  it  contains  are  . 
nearly  reduced  to  the  fame  points 
which  I  have  already  replied  to  at 
length.  The  declaration  of  wifhing 
to  intermeddle  with  the  affairs  of 
other  countries,  is  therein  renewed.  . 
No  denial  is  made,  nor  reparation 
offered,  for  the  outrageous  proceed¬ 
ings  I  ftaled  to  you  in  my  letter  of 
December  31ft;  and  the  right  of 
infringingtreaties,  and  violating  the 
rights  of  our  allies,  is  frill  main¬ 
tained,  by  folely  offering  an  iliufory 
negotiation  upon  this  fubjedt,  which 
is  put  off,  as  well  as  the  evacuation  ' 
of  the  Low  Countries  by  the  French 
armies,  to  the  indefinite  term,  not 
only  of  the  conclufion  of  the  war,  * 
but  likewife  of  the  confolidation  of 
what  Is  called  the  Liberty  of  the 
Belgians. 

It  is  added,  that  if  thefe  explana¬ 
tions  appear  infufficient  to  us;  if 
you  ill 011  Id  be  again  ofoliged  to  hear 
a  haughty  tone  of  language;  if  hof- 
tile  preparations  fliould  continue  in 
the  ports  of  England — after  having 
tried  every  effort  to  preferve  peace, 
you  will  then  make  difpoutions  for 
war. 

If  this  notification,  or  that  rela¬ 
tive  to  the  treaty  of  commerce,  had 
been  made  to  me  under  a  regular 
and  official  form,  I  fliould  have  . 
found  royielf  under  the  neceffity  of 
replying  to  it,  that  to  threaten  Great 
Britain  with  a  declaration  ofwar  be-  . 
eaufe  flie judged  it  expedient  to  aug-  j 
meat  her  forces,  and  alfo  to  declare 
that  a  folemn  treaty  fliould  J>e  bro-  | 
ken,  becaufe  England  adopted  for  her 

own  ' 
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wn  fafety  fuch  precautions  as  al- 
eady  exift  in  France,  would  only 
e  considered,  both  the  one  and  the 
ther,  as  new  grounds  of  offence, 
diich,  as  long  as  they  ffiouid  fub- 
iff,  would  prove  a  bar  to  every 
;ind  of  negotiation. 

Under  this  form  of  extra-official 
omnmnication,  f  think  I  may  yet 
>e  permitted  to  tell  you,  not  in  a 
one  of  haughtinefs  but  of  firmnefs, 
hat  thefe  explanations  are  not  con- 
idered  fufficient,  and  that  all  the 
notives  which  gave  rife  to  the  pre- 
jarations  ft  ill  continue.  Thefe  mo¬ 
ires  are  already  known  to  you  by 
ny  letter  of  December  31ft,  in 
vhich  I  marked  in  precife  terms 
vliat  thofe  difpofttions  were,  which 
could  alone  maintain  peace  and  a 
good  underftanding’.  I  do  not  fee 
that  it  can  be  ufeful  to  the  object  of 
conciliation  to  enter  into  a  difeuf- 
fion  with  you  on  feparate  points 
under  the  prefent  circumftances,  as 
I  have  already  acquainted  you  with 
my  opinion  concerning  them.  If 
you  have  any  explanations  to  give 
me  under  the  fame  extra-official 
form,  which  will  embrace  all  the 
objects  contained  in  my  letter  of  the 
31ft  December,  as  well  as  all  the 
points  which  relate  to  the  prefent 
crilis  with  England,  her  allies,  and 
the  general  fyftem  of  Europe,  I 
ffiall  willingly  attend  to  them. 

I  think  it,  however,  my  duty  to 
infofth  you  in  the  moft  pohtive 
terms,  in  anfwer  to  what  you  tell 
me  on  the  fubjeCt  of  our  prepara¬ 
tions,  that  under  the  prefent  cir¬ 
cumftances  all  thofe  meafures  will 
be  continued,  which  may  be  judged 
neceffary  to  place  us  in  a  itate  of 
protecting  .the  fafety,  tranquillity, 
£nd  the  rights'  of  this  country,  as 
well  as  to  guarantee  thofe  of  our 
allies;  and  to  fet  up  a  barrier  to 
thofe  views  of  ambition  and  aggran¬ 
dizement,  dangerous  at  ail  times 
to  the  reft  of  Europe,  but  which 


become  (till  ffiore  fo,  being  fup- 
ported  by  the  propagation  of  princi¬ 
ples  definitive  of  all  focial  order, 
(Signed)  Grenville. 


Letter  from  the  fame  to  the  fame ,  on  re - 
refufing  to  receive  his  Letters  of 
Credence  from  the  French  Republic  t 
Jan .  20. 


Sir, 

'  \ 

I  have  received  your  letter  of  the 
17th  inftant.  I  have  already  ap- 
prifed  you  that  his  majefty  has  re  - 
ferved  to  himfelf  the  right  of  decid¬ 
ing  according  to  his  judgment  upon 
the  two  queftiohs  of  acknowledg¬ 
ing  a  new  form  of  government  in 
France,  and  of  receiving  a  minifter 
accredited  on  the  part  of  fome 
other  authority  in  France  than  that 
of  his  moft  Chriftian  majefty.  In 
anfwer  to  the  demand  you  now 
make,  whether  his  majefty  will  re¬ 
ceive  your  new  letters  of  credence, 
I  have  to  inform  you,  that  under 
the  prefent  circumftances,  his  ma¬ 
jefty  does  not  think  proper  to  re¬ 
ceive  them. 

The  requeft  you  make  of  me 
is  equally  incompatible  with  the 
form  of  an  extra-official  comminu¬ 
tion,  and  that  char  abler  in  which 
you  have  hitherto  been  known,  as 
minifter  of  his  moil:  chriftian  ma¬ 


jefty.  V 

Nothing;  then  remains  for  me  to 
fay,  relative  to  the  fu bjeft  .of  your 
former  letter,  particularly. after  what 
has  juft  happened  in  France,  than  to 
inform  you,  that  as  an  agent  charged 
with  a  confidential  communication, 
you  ought  certainly  to  have  attended 
to  the  neceffary.  meaf  r  res  la  k  en  by  us, 
to  fecureyour  letters  and  couriers; 
that  as  mimffer  offals  moft  chriftian 


majefty  you  would -have  enjoyed  all 
thofe  exemptions  which  the  law 
affords  to  public  minifters,  proper¬ 
ly  acknowledged  as  Inch;  but  that 

as 
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as  an  individual,  you  can  only  be 
considered  among  the  general  mafs 
of  foreigners  refident  in  England. 
(Signed)  Grenville. 


better  from  the  fame  to  the  fame,  order¬ 
ing  his  immediate  Departure  from 
the  Realm ,  Jan.  24. 

I  am  charged  to  notify  to  you, 
fir,  that  the  character  with  which 
you  had  been  invelled  at  this  court, 
and  the  functions  of  which  have 
been  fo  long  fufpended,  being  now 
entirely  terminated  by  the  fatal  death 
of  his  mod  Chadian  majedy,  you 
have  no  longer  any  public  character 
here. 

The  king  can  no  longer,  after 
£uch  an  event,  permit  your  red- 
dence  here.  His  majedy  has  thought 
fit  to  order  that  you  fhould  retire 
from  this  kingdom  within  the  term 
oi  eight  days;  and  1  herewith  trans¬ 
mit  to  you  a  copy  of  the  order 
which  his  majefty  in  his  privy 
Council  has  given  to  this  effeCt, 

I  fend  you  a  paffport  for  yourfelf 
and  vour  fuite;  and  I  fhall  not  fail 
to  take  all  the  other  neceffary  Steps, 
in  order  that  you  may  return  to 
France  with  all  the  attentions  which 
are  due  to  the  character  of  minister- 
plenipotentiary  from  his  mod  Chrif- 
tian  majedy,  which  you  have  exer- 
cifed  at  this  court. 

(Signed)  Grenville. 


JbTeffage from  his  Majefly  to  the  Houfe 
of  Commons,  Jan.  2 S’. 

George  R. 

His  majedy  has  given  directions 
for  laying  before  the  houfe  of  com¬ 
mons,  copies  of  feveral  papers  which 
have  been  received  from  Mr.  Chau- 
velin,  late  mini  iter  plenipotentiary 
from  the  mod  Chriftian  king,  by  his 
jnajeity’s  fecretary  of  date°for  fo.- 


reign  affairs,  and  of  the  anfwers  re* 
turned  thereto;  and  likewife  copy 
of  an  order  made  by  his  rriajedy 
in  council,  and  tranfmitted  by  his 
majedy ’s  commands  to  the  faid  Mr. 
Chauvelin,  in  confequtnce  of  the 
accounts  of  the  atrocious  aCt  re* 
cently  perpetrated  at  Paris. 

In  the  prefent  dtuation  of  affairs,, 
his  majedy  thinks  it  indifpenfably 
neceffary  to  make  a  further  augmen¬ 
tation  of  his  forces  by  fea  and  land; 
and  relies  on  the  known  affeCfion 
and  zeal  of  the  houfe  of  commons 
to  enable  hjs  majedy  to  take  the  I 
moft  effectual  meafures,  in  the  pre-  ' 
fent  important  conjuncture,  for 
maintaining  the  fecurity  and  rights 
of  his  own  dominions;  forfupporting 
his  allies;  and  for  oppodng  views 
of  aggrandizement  and  ambition  on 
the  part  of  France,  which  would  be 
at  all  times  dangerous  to  the  gene¬ 
ral  intereds  of  Europe  ;  but  are  pe~  , 
culiarly  fo,  when  connected  with 
the  propagation  of  principles  which 
lead  to  the  violation  of  the  mod  , 
facrcd  duties,  and  are  utterly  fub- 
verfi  ve  of  the  peace  and  order  of  al( , 
civil  fociety. 

G.  R. 

\_A  fmliar  meffage  zvas  fent  to  the 
houfe  of  lords.~\ 


1 

P  rot  eft  in  the  Houfe  of  Lords  again f 
the  Addrefs  voted  in  Anfiuer  to  the 
preceding  MeJJage ,  Feb.  I. 

Diffentient, 

1.  Becaufe  the  immediate  ten¬ 
dency  of  the  addrefs  is  to  plunge 
the  nation  into  war. 

2.  Becaufe  we  conlider  war  as 
an  evil  of  fuch  magnitude,  that 
nothing  but  abfolute  neceffity  can 
judify  it. 

3.  Becaufe  we  have  not  heard 
of  any  danger  to  this  country  which 
renders  war  neceffary. 

4.  Becaufe' 
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4.  Becaufe  the  obfervance  of 
ood  faith  towards  our  allies  does 
ot  require  us  to  engage  in  war,  his 
riajefty’sminifters  having  admitted, 
hat  Holland  has  not  demanded  our 
nterference,  and  it  being  notorious 
hat  Prulfia  has  been  the  aggreflbr 
gainfl  France. 

5.  Becaufe,  though  we  feel  the 
itmoft  horror  at  the  atrocious  a6l 
)f  cruelty  and  injuftice  mentioned 
n  the  addrefs,  we  think  that  no 
njuftice,  however  flagrant,  com- 
nitted  in  a  foreign  Bate,  and  hav- 
ng  no  relation  to  other  countries, 
t  a  juft  ground  for  making  war. 

6.  Becaufe  we  are  more  likely  to 
)btain  the  objects,  whether  of  pa- 
icy  or-principle,  in  the  way  of  ne¬ 
gotiation  than  war;  the  averfion  of 
"ranee  to  break  with  this  country, 
which  has  lately  flood  the  tefl  of 
repeated  provocations,  putting  it  in 
eur  power  at  this  moment  to  give 
peace  to  all  Europe,  whereas  by  en- 
ering  into  the  war  we  fhall  put  all 
at  flake;  we  fhall  be  to  join  a  league, 
whofe  duration  cannot  be  depended 
on;  our  marine  will  be  to  a 61  againfl 
armed  veffels  only;  and  that  of  the 
French,  againfl  a  trade  which  covers 
every  quarter  of  the  globe. 

7.  Becaufe,  in  no  view  of  policy, 
can  we  difeover  any  advantage  to 
be  obtained  to  this  country  by  war, 
however  fuccefsful.  The  experi¬ 
ence  of  our  two  lafl  wars  has  taught 
us  the  little  value  of  foreign  acqui- 
fitions;  for  having  loft  America  in 
the  lafl  of  them,  we  now  enjoy  a 
more  beneficial  intercourfe  with  it 
as  an  independent  flate,  than  we 
did  when  it  formed  a  part  of  the 
Britifh  dominions. 

8.  Becaufe  we  think  it  the  in- 
tereft  of  this  country  to  preferve 
peace  with  all  mankind,  but  more 
efpecially  with  France. 

9.  Becaufe  even  if  it  fhould  be 
thought  confonant  to  the  honour 
fcftd  magnanimity  of  this  nation  to 
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feek  the  depreflion  of  France,  that 
end  will  be  mo  ft  effedlually  pro¬ 
moted  by  leaving  them  to  their  own 
internal  diftenfions,  inftead  of  unit¬ 
ing  them,  by  a  hoftile  aggreftion,  in 
a  common  caufe,  mid  thus  calling 
forth  all  their  energy. 

10.  Becaufe  as  every  war  muft 
be  concluded  by  a  peace,  negotia¬ 
tion  muft  at  fome  time  take  place, 
and  we  muft  ultimately  depend  up¬ 
on  the  good  faith  of  France,  unlefs 
we  proceed  upon  a  principle  of  par¬ 
tition,  conqueft,  or  extermination. 

11.  Becaufe  the  meafures  now 
in  view  will  utterly  derange  our 
fyftem  of  finance,  our  war  re- 
fources  having  been  applied  towards 
defraying  the  expence  of  our  peace 
eftablifliment,  in  confequence  of 
which  our  Boating  unfunded  debt, 
which  amounted,  at  the  commence¬ 
ment  of  the  American  war,  only 
to  3, 1 00,000 1.  has  accumulated  to 
above  ten  millions,  exclufive  of 
India  bonds;  befides  which,  the 
additional  effeft  that  the  late  enor¬ 
mous  extenfion  of  private  banking, 
to  an  amount  unknown,  may  have 
upon  our  public  credit  in  cafe  of 
war,  is  what  no  one  can  forefee. 

12.  Becaufe  we  dread  the  in- 
creafe  of  tliofe  public  burthens, 
which  already  bear  fo  hard  on  the 
poorer  part  of  the  community,  and 
becaufe  we  are  convinced  that 
nothing  can  endanger  our  happy 
conflitutiou,  but  an  interruption  of 
thofe  bleffmgs  which  it  now  affords 
us,  by  the  calamities  of  an  unne- 
cefiary  war. 

Landsdown. 

Lauderdale. 

Difientient, 

For  the  ift,  2d,.  3d  reafons—  and 
for  that  part  of  the  4th,  ending  at 
the  word  {interefercnce.) 

For  the  whole  of  the  5th  and 
1 2th  reafons, 

Derby.,  j 
Memorial 
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'Memorial  pref enter!  to  the  States  Ge¬ 
neral  of  the  United  Provinces,  hy 
Lord  Auckland ,  Ambajfador  Ex¬ 
traordinary  and  Plenipotentiary  from 
his  Britannic  Majejiy ,  Jan,  2$. 

High  and  Mighty  Lords, 

The  underfigned  ambaffador  ex¬ 
traordinary  and  minifler  plenipo¬ 
tentiary  of  his  Britannic  Majefty, 
in  confequence  of  exprefs  orders 
which  he  received  from  the  king, 
has  the  hoc, our  today  before  your 
high  roightmeffes  copies  of  all  the 
papers  which  have  been  exchanged 
from  the  27th  of  December  lull, 
to  the  20th  of  this  month,  between 
lord  Grenville,  fecretary  of  Bate 
of  his  Britannic  Majefty,  and  M. 
Chauvelin. 

High  and  mighty  lords,  the 
king  is  fully  perfuaded  that  thefen- 
timents  and  principles  expreffed  in 
the  name  of  Great  Britain,  are 
perfectly  the  fame  with  thofe  which 
animate  your  republic,  and  that 
your  high  mightineffes  are  difpofed 
to  concur  fully  in  the  meafures 
which  the  prefent  important  crilis 
calls  for,  and  which  are  the  necef- 
fary  confequences  of  thofe  fenti- 
ments  and  principles. 

The  circumftances  which  brought 
ns  to  that  crilis  are  too  recent,  and 
the  conduct  of  the  king  too  well 
known,  to  oblige  the  underfigned 
to  enter  into  fuperfluous  details. 

Not  four  years  ago,  fome  wretch¬ 
es,  alfuming  the  title  of  philofo- 
phers,  had  the  prefumption  to  think 
themfelves  capable  of  eftablifhing 
a  new  fyffem  of  civil  fociety.  In 
order  to  realize  that  dream  of  their 
vanity,  they  found  it  necelfary  to 
overthrow  and  deflroy  all  received 
notions  of  fubordination,  manners, 
and  religion,  which  have  hitherto 
founded  all  the  fecurity,  happi- 
nefs,  and  confolation  of  the  hu¬ 
man  race. — Their  dellrudtive  pro¬ 


jects  have  but  too  well  fucceeded 
But  the  effects  of  the  new  fyftei 
which  they  endeavoured  to  intrc 
duce,  fervecf  only  to  fhew  the  im3 
becility  and  viilany  of  its  author: 
The  events  which  fo  rapidly  fo! 
lowed  each  other  lince  that  epoch 
furpafs  in  atrocity  all  which  had 
ever  polluted  the  pages  of  hiftory 
Property,  liberty,  fecurity,  eve 
life  itfelf,  have  been  deemed  play 
things  in  the  hands  of  infamor 
men,  who  are  the  flaves  of  tb 
mot  licentious  pafiions  of  rapin< 
enmity,  and  ambition. 

The  annals  of  mankind  prefer, 
no  epoch  when,  and  in  fo  fhort 
time,  fo  many  crimes  were  con 
mitted,  fo  many  misfortunes  caul 
ed,  and  fo  many  tears  fired ;  eve 
at  this  moment  thefe  horrors  feer 
to  be  at  their  height. 

During  ail  that  time,  the  kinf, 
furrounded  by  his  people,  who  b 
divine  providence  enjoy  an  un 
exampled  profperity,  could  nc, 
look  on  the  misfortunes  of  othej 
but  with  a  fentiment  of  indignr 
tion  and  pity  ;  but,  faithful  to  h: 
principles,  his  majeffy  never  wifi; 
ed  to  interfere  with  the  interic; 
affairs  of  foreign  nations ;  he  m 
ver  deviated  from  the  path  of  nee 
trality  which  he  had  preferibed  t 
himfelf.  This  condueff,  which  th 
king  with  pleafure  faw  obferve 
likewife  by  your  high  mightineffei 
and  the  good  faith  of  which  a 
Europe  acknowledged,  togethe 
with  “his  peaceable  difpohtior 
which  ought  to  have  been  refpe<3 
ed  on  every  ground,  was  not  fid 
ficient  to  fecure  his  Majeffy,  hi 
loyal  fubjedfs,  and  this  republic 
from  the  moll  dangerous  and  cr: 
minal  plots.  *  [ 

For  feveral  months  paff  ambi 
tious  projects  of  aggrandizemen 
alarming  to  the  tranquillity  an) 
fafety  of  all  Europe,  were  planne: 


In  tlie  moft  public  manner ;  endea¬ 
vours  were  made  to  fpread  in  the 
interior  parts  of  England,  and  of 
this  country,  maxims  detrimental 

to  all  focial  order :  they  were  not 

* 

even  afhamed  to  call  thefe  horrible 
attempts  u  revolutionary  power.7' 

Ancient  and  folemn  treaties  gua¬ 
ranteed  by  the  king,  were  infrin¬ 
ged;  and  the  rights  and  territory  of 
the  republic  have  been  violated. 
His  majefly,  therefore,  in  his  wif- 
dom,  thought  proper  to  make  fuch 
warlike  preparations  as  feemed  to 
him  proportioned  to  the  circum- 
. fiances  of  the  times.  The  king 
has  confulted  his  parliament,  and 
the  meafures  which  his  majefly 
thought  fit  to  adopt,  were  approv¬ 
ed  by?  the  fpirited  and  unanimous 
confent  of  a  people  who  abhor 
anarchy  and  irreligion,  and  love 
their  king  and  conftitution. 

Such  are,  high  and  mighty  lords, 
the  motives  of  a  conduit,  the  wif- 
dom  and  equity  of  which  have  till 
now  infured  to  the  king  your  con¬ 
currence  and  co-operation.  His 
majefly  has,  in  every  refpeCt,  con- 
ftantly  kept  a  watchful  eye  on  the 
Tupport  of  the  rights  and  fafety 
of  the  United  Provinces.  The 
declaration  which  the  underfigned 
iiad  the  honour  to  make  to  your 
high  mightineifes  on  the  13th  of 
November  laft,  and  the  arrival  of 
a  fmall  fquadron  deftined  for  the 
.protection  of  the  fhores  of  the 
republic,  during  the  time  when 
its  own  naval  forces  were  affem- 
bling,  prove  it  inconte'flably. ,  Your 
high  mightmeffes  have  acknow¬ 
ledged  thefe  difpofitions  of  his 
Majefly  in  what  he  has  done  alrea¬ 
dy.  You  will  not  find  them  abat¬ 
ed  In  the  preparations  that  are  now 
making.  In  confequence  of  which, 
his  Majefly  is  perfuaded  that  he  will 
continue  to  experience  on  the  part 
•f  your  high  mightinefibs  a  perfect 
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conformity  of  principles  and  con- 
d’uCt.  1  hat  conformity  can  alcmse 
give  to  the  united  efforts  of  the 
two  countries  the  ireceftkry  energy 
for  their  common  defence,  which 
will  alfo  oppoie  a  barrier  to  ths 
evils  with  which  Europe  is  threa¬ 
tened,  and  fecure  from  every  at¬ 
tempt  the  fafety,  tranquillity,  and 
independence  of  a  Hate,  the  hap- 
pinefs  of  which  is  infured  by  your 
high  mightinefies,  through  the  wif- 
dom  and  energy  of  its  govern¬ 
ment. 

Done  at  the  Hague,  Jan.  23,  1  yg^ 
(Signed)  Auckland 


His  Majefly' s  Mejfage  to  the  Hovfe  of 
Commons. ,  Feb.  xj„ 

George  Rex. 

His  majefly  thinks  proper  to  ac¬ 
quaint  the  H-oufe  of  Commons,  that 
the  afiembly  now  exercifing  the 
powers  of  government  in  France 
have,  without  previous  notice,  di¬ 
rected  afts  of  hoftility  to  be  com¬ 
mitted  agalnft  the  perfons  and  pro¬ 
perty  of  his  majefty’s  fubjeds,  in 
breach  ofthelaVof  nations,  and  of 
the  moft  pofitive  Populations  of 
treaty,  and  have  fince,  on  the  molt 
groundlefs  pretences,  actually  de¬ 
clared  war  againft  his  majefly  and 
the  United  Provinces..  Under  the 
circumftanees  of  this  wanton  .and 
unprovoked  aggreffion,  Inis  majefty 
has  taken  the  neceffary  fteps  to 
maintain  the  honour  of  his  crown, 
and  to  vindicate  the  rights  of  his 
people;  and  his  majefly  relies  with 
confidence  on  the  firm  and  effectual 
fupport  of  the  Houfe  of  Commons, 
and  on  the  zealous  exertions  of  a 
brave  and  loyal  people,,  in  profe- 
cuting  a  juft  and  neceftary  war,  .and 
in  endeavouring,  under  the  bleftmg 
of  Providence,  to  oppofe  an  effec¬ 
tual  barrier  to  the  further  progress 
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of  a  fyftem  which  drikes  at  the 
Security  and  peace  of  ail  independ¬ 
ent  nations,  and,  is  pur iued  in  open 
defiance  of  every  principle  of  mo¬ 
deration,  good  faith,  humanity,  and 
juftice. 

In  a  caufe  of  fuch  general  con¬ 
cern,  his  majedy  has  every  reafon 
to  hope  for  the  cordial  co-opera¬ 
tion  of  thofe  powers  who  are  united 
with  his  majefly  by  the  ties  of  alli¬ 
ance,  or  who  feel  an  intereft  in  pre¬ 
venting  the  extend  on  of  anarchy 
and  confufion,  and  in  contributing 
to  the  fecurity  and  tranquillity  of 
Eyrope. 

G.  R 

[A  fmilar  Mcffage  was  fent  to  the 
Houfe  of  Lords.] 


hManifcflo  of  the  States  General  of  the 
United  Provinces ,  in  Anfwer  to  the 
Proclamation  of  General  Dumourier, 

If  we  have  lately  heard  with  the 
greateft  furprife,  and  the  mofl  live¬ 
ly  indignation,  of  the  decree  by 
which  the  National  Convention 
of  France  declared,  in  a  manner 
the  mofl  unexpected,  and  without 
the  fmalled  colour  of  juflice  or 
of  reafon,  that  file  was  in  a  date 
of  war  with  the  Stadtholder  of 
the  United  Provinces,  that  is  to 
fay,  in  fa61,  with  the  Republic; 
with  what  fentiments  ought  we 
not  to  be  penetrated  at  the  receipt 
of  the  following  letter,  having  for 
its  title, 

Proclamation  of  General  Dumourier 
to  the  Batavians. 

u  Batavians ! 

11  The  Stadtholder,  who,  ac¬ 
cording  to  the  principles  of  re¬ 
publicans,  ought  only  to  be  your 
captain  general,  who  ought  not  to 
exercife,  but  for  your  happinefs, 
the  powers  with  which  you  have 
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inveded  him,  fubordinate  to  tlbe 
will  and  decifions  of  the  Repub¬ 
lic,  holds  you  in  opprefdon  and 
davery. 

u  You  know  perfedlly  well  your 
rights,  which  in  1787  you  at¬ 
tempted  to  recover  from  the  am-, 
bitious  Houfe  of  Orange.  At  that 
time  you  had  recourfe  to  the; 
French  nation ;  but  as  die  herfeff 
then  groaned  under  the  defpotilm 
of  a  perfidious  court,  you  were 
made  the  fport  of  the  vile  intri¬ 
guers  who  then  governed  France. 

“  A  handful  of  Pruffians,  com¬ 
manded  by  the  very  duke  of  Brunf- 
wick  whom  f  have  fince  driven 
from  Champagne,  were  futticient 
to  fubjugate  you  once  more.  Many 
of  you  have  been  the  victims  0 i 
the  vengeance  of  your  *  *  *  *  ; 
many  others  were  obliged  to  take 
refuge  in  France  ;  and  dnce  that 
time,  you  lod  ali  hopes  of  free-, 
dom  ;  till  a  revolution,  the  mofl 
adomdiing  the  hidory  of  the  world 
offers,  fupported  by  the  mod  glo-j 
rious  fuccefs,  has  given  you,  is 
Frenchmen,  allies  at  once  power-] 
ful,  generous,  and  free,  who  will 
•fecond  your  efforts  to  be  free,  or 
will  learn  to  die  with  you. 

44  Batavians!  it  is  not  againd you 
that  the  French  nation  has  declared 
war:  friends  to  ali  nations,  die  ha? 
only  for  enemies  all  tyrants.  Tht 
more  enemies  we  have,  the  more  will 
our  principles  be  propagated  :  per- 
fuafion  and  vidlory  will  fuppori 
the  imprefcriptible  rights  of  man 
and  nations  will  be  weary  of  ex- 
hauding  their  blood  and  treafure: 
for  a  fmal  1  number  of  individuals 
who  keep  difcord  alive  merely  tcfl 
deceive  and  enflave  the  people 


We  enter  Holland  as  friends  t( 


the  Dutch,  and  as  irreconcileabk 
enemies  of  the  Floufe  of  Orange  1 
Its  yoke  appears  too  infupportable 
for  your  choice  to  be  doubtful 
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not  you  fee  that  this  demi-def- 
who  tyrannifes  over  you,  fa- 
ices  to  his  perfonal  interefts 
heft  interefts  of  your  Republic  ? 
!  he  not  engage  you  in  1782  to 
ak,  with  a  difgraceful  perfidy, 
r  treaty  of  alliance  with  us  ? 

1  Has  he  not  fince  conftaiitly 
mred  the  Englifh  commerce  at 
expence  of  your  own  ?  At  this 
ment,  does  he  not  deliver  up 
ir  moft  important  fettlements, 
Cape  of  Good  Hope,  and  the 
id  of  Ceylon,  and  all  your  corn- 
*ce  in  India,  to  the  only  nation 
ffe  inceffant  rivalftiip  yoii  have 
on  to  fear  ?  Do  you  believe 
:  the  Englifh,  infatiable  after 
rer  and  wealth,  will  ever  reftore 
rou  thefe  important  pofieflions, 
ch  mu  ft  fecure  them  the  em~ 

:  of  the  Indies  ?  No,  Batavians ! 

.  will  never  rank  among  the 
maritime  powers  until  you  are 
Send  back  to  Germany  that 
fitious  houfe,  which  for  a 
idred  years  has  facrifieed  you 
its  pride.  Send  back  the  After 
Frederick  William,  who  has  at 
command  thofe  ferocious  Pruf- 
s,  who  will  awe  vou  as  often 
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you  may  attempt  to  break  your 
ins.  This  calling  in  of  the 
iffians  is  conftantly  an  infult  to 
ir  brave  troops.  The  Houfe 
Orange  juftly  fears  left  the  (pint 
liberty  fliould  fvvay  them.  A 
ubiican  army  cannot  long  ferve 
uiny.  Very  foori  the  Dutch 
ops,  foon  the  conquerors  of  the 
gger-bank,  will  join  their  co- 
rs  and  their  fleets  to  thofe  of 
.nee. 

‘  The  firft  who  fhall  range 
mfelves  under  the  ftandard  of 
-rty,  fliall  not  only  be  aflured 
the  continuance  of  fach  erri- 
yments  as  they  enjoy  under  the 
public,  but  of  more  confe- 
intial  ones,  and  that  at  the  ex- 
'  l79b 


B  A  P  E  R  S:  (Si) 

ptnee  of  the  (laves  of  the  Houfe 
of  Orange. 

o  '• 

“  I  am  about  to  vifit  you,  fur-’ 
rounded  by  the  generous  martyrs 
to  the  revolution  of  1787.  Their 
per  ieve  ranee,  arid  the  facrifices 
they  have  made,  merit  your  con¬ 
fidence  and  mine.  They  form  a 
committee  which  will  increafe  in 
number.  This  committee  will  be 
extremely  ufeful  in  the  firft  mo¬ 
ments  of  your  revolution  ;  and  all 
its  members,  who  have  no  other 
ambition  than  to  be  the  deliverers 
of  their  country,  will  re-enter  into 
the  different  daffies  of-fiaciai  order, 
as  foon  as  your  national  conven¬ 
tion  fliall  be  afiembled. 
t  “  I  come  into  Holland  at  the 
head  of  ftxty  thoufand  free  and 
victorious  Frenchmen :  fixty  thou¬ 
fand  more  defend  the  Belgic  pro¬ 
vinces’  and  are  ready  to  follow 
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ine,  fliould  I  meet  with  any  refill- 
ance.  We  are  not  the  sggrefibrs  : 
the  party  attached  to  the  Houfe  of 
Orange  has  long  carried  .on  againft 
us  as  a  perfidious  and'fecrer  war. 
All  the  plots  againft  our  liberty 
have  been  concerted  rit%the  Hague. 

“  We  will  feek  at  the  Hague  the 
authors  of  our  misfortunes ;  we 
have  no  anger  and  vengeance  but 
againft  them ;  .  we  will  over-run 
your  rich  provinces  as  friends  and 
brothers.  You  will  fee  the  differ¬ 
ence  between  the  conduct  of  free¬ 
men  who  ftretch  out  to  you  their 
hands,  and  of  tyrants  who  inun¬ 
date  and  lay  wafte  your  country. 

61  I  promife  to  the  peaceable 
cultivators,  whofe  crops  are  facri- 
ficed  to  the  fury  of  tyrants,  an  in¬ 
demnity,  by  the  file  of  the  Tub-- 
ftance  of  thb'fe  who  fliall  have 
ordered  thefe  ufelefs  inundations. 

I  promife  alfo  to  deliver  into  their 
hands,  -and  tb  their  juft  vengerrije, 
the  perfons  of  thofe  wicked  -  dm  - 
'niflratorSj  magistrates',  or  mil. t a  y 
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commanders,  who  fliall  have  or¬ 
dered  them.  To  avoid,  however, 
all  the  defolations  which  they  oc- 
cafion,  I  exhort  the  inhabitants  of 
the  country,  if  they  ha've  fenti- 
ments  of  liberty,-  to  oppofe  thefe 
inundations  ;  and  I  will  follow  my 
proclamation  clofely  enough  to 
fappo-rt  the  Batavians,  and  punifli 
the  wicked. 

“  Batavians-,  have  confidence  in 
a  man  whom  you  know  ;  who  has 
never  failed,  to  fulfil  what  he  has 
promifed ;  and  who  conducts  to 
battle  freemen,  before  whom  have 
fled,  and  will  fiee,  the  Frullians,  the 
latellites  of  your  tyrants* 

“  The  Belgians  call  me  their  de¬ 
liverer  :  I  hope  to-  be  fo.on  yours.. 

Domourier, 

General  i-11  chief  of  the  arm  y 
of  the  French  Republic/'’ 

The  tenour  of  this  paper,  printed 
at  Antwerp,  in  the  Dutch  and. 
French  languages,  leads  to  a  pre- 
furnption  that  it  has  been  deftined 
by  General  Dumourier  to  an¬ 
nounce  and  precede  the  attack 
with  which  he  has  long. .threatened 
the  Republic ;  to  expofe  to  the 
view  of  Europe,  and,,  in  particu¬ 
lar,  to*  that  of  the  inhabitants  of 
thefe  provinces.,,  the  'aim  of  this- 
enterprife  ;  and,  if  it  were  psfTible,. 
to  juRify  its  motives, 

A  writing,  however,  fa  filled 
with  the  grol&dt  falfehoods  and 
abfurdities,  as  well  as  the  moll 
atrocious  calumnies,  has  never  per¬ 
haps  been  publilhed  in  a  fimiiar 
coniundure.  On  examining;  with 
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attention  the  contents  of  this  pro¬ 
clamation,  every  attentive  reader 
will,  like  on  ftfives,  find  it  difficult 
to  perfuade  himfelf,  that  it  camin 
reality  be  afcribed  to  him  whole 
name  it  carrier  ;  to  a  man  who  has 
the  reputation  of  being, enlightened 
and.  intelligent,  unx!:  who  makes  a- 
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profeffion  of  uprightnefs  and  mot 
rality.  Thus  we  do  feel  no  re 
pugnalfctr  in  abandoning  the  exa 
mhfation  of  the  offenfive  fophifm] 
and  tads  alleged  in  it,  to  the  gooc 
fenfe  of  all  the  well-difpofed  inha 
bitants  of  this  country  ;  and  wit' 
this  view  we  have  not  hefitated  t 
contribute,,  ourfelves,  to  the  pub' 
licity  of  this/ piece,  by  itiferting  i] 
in  the  prefen t  ntani/elfo.  W 
think  it,,  however,  a  duty  we  owl 
to  our  hdiiour,  to  the  whole  na 
tion,  to  the  prefent  age*  and  t 
poflerity,  not  to  leave  without  re¬ 
ply,  af  a  time  w  fieri  thefe  pacifi 
Rates  are  threatened  by  a  moft  mi 
ju'R  invafion,  all  the  falfehodq 
advanced  againff  us*;  and,  certainh 
had  we  fought  an  occafion  to  dill 
ciifs  the'  prefent  fubjed,  we  coul 
never  have  found'  rale  prefentin 
more  advantages. 

The  a utii or  of  the  proclamatio 
fets  out  by  reprefenting  Monfeig 
near  the  prince  hereditary  Rad 
holder  as  a  tyrant,  who  holds  tb 
good  people  of  thefe  provinces  ij 
oppreffion,  and  as  one  who  poRe 
fes  no  other  power  than  that  <| 
captain  general.  It  is  rmpolib 
to  dilplay  a  more-  profound  ign< 
ranee  of  our'  conRitutiori,  accord 
wig  to.  which  the  illuRrious  charg 
of  captain  general  and.  that  of  tlj 
hereditary  Radthoider  -  are  abfij 
lately  diRind  dignities.  As;  ij 
what  regards  the  manner  in  whicl 
Monfeigneur  the  prince  hereditai! 
Radthoider  exercifes  thofe  fum 
tions,  which  are  confided  to  hi; 
under  thefe  two  diRind  relation 
we  appeal  to  the  teRimony  of  < 
our  countrymen.  —  Who  amor; 
them  will  hpnefily  maintain,  tli 
the  nature  of  the  Radtholderfl) 
gives’  to  him  wh.Q  is  invefled  wi 
it  the  power  of  oppreffing  and  fill 
j ugating  t lie  citizens?  Is  ther 
b dicks ;  any  one  ki habitant  of  the 
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Evinces,  unlefs  he  is  entirely 
inded  by  a  party  fpirit,  who  for¬ 
mat's  to  do  juftice  to  the  amiable 
id  benevolent  difpofttion  of  a 
-ince,  whofe  perfonal  character 
id  adminiftration  have  conftantlv 
sen  marked  with  the  ftamp  of 
mnevolence,  moderation,  and  the 
toft  fcrupnlons  exadfnefs  in  the 
ilfilment.of  his  duties? 

The  other  heads  of  the  charge 
veiled  againft  him  are.  not  lefs 
ffurd  and  ridiculous.  How  can 
lonfeigneur  the  prince  of  Orange 
ave  broken,  in  1702  a  treaty  of 
liance  which  was  not  concluded 
11  1785?  Who  has  ever  faid  or 
lought  feriouflv,  that  he  either 
as  or  could  have  wifhed  to  fa- 
our  the  trade  of  the  Englilh  11a- 
on  at  the  expence  of  our  own? 
s  not  every  mercantile  influence 
bfolutely  foreign  to  his  powers, 
nd  does  not  commerce  open  a 
ifficiently  extenfive  field  to  em- 
loy  the  induftrious  adlivity  of  two 
•iendly  and  allied  nations  ? — Who 
mong  us,  laftly*  has  ever  heard 
lention  of  the  conceflion  to  the 
uiglifti  of  the  Cape  of  Good 
lope,  or  of  the  Ifland  of  Ceylon  ? 
Vho  therefore  does  not  fee,  that 
11  thefe  reproaches  are  mere  fic- 
ions ;  and  how  is  it  pofiible  to  at- 
?ge  them  in  a  paper  deftined  to 
onvey  to  the  whole  univerfe  an 
ccount  of  the  motives  which  have 
ngag^d  a  pretended  republic  to 
declare  a  moft  unjuft  war  againft 
free  and  independent  ftate  ? 

With  equal  falfehood  does  the 
laper  now  before  us  Apeak  of  the 
evolution  of  1787,  an  event  which 
oreigners,  or,  if  vou  will,  the  ene¬ 
mies  of  our  conftitution,  miftak- 
nly  reprefent  as  an  adt  of  vio- 
ence  and  oppreffion.  Every  one 
mows,  that  the  purport  of  all 
vhich  was  then  done,  was  merely 
3  re-eftablifli  and  confolidate  the 
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ancient  aild  legitimate  conflitution 
upon  Which  this  republic  was 
founded,  has  increafed  from  fmall 
beginnings,  has  fo  long  been  flou- 
rilhing  and  happy,  and  which  the 
efforts  of  a  few  ambitious  men 
threatened  with  a  total  fubverflon. 

“  It  is  not  againft  the  Batavian 
nation,”  fays  the  proclamation  in 
continuation,  “  that  France  has 
declared  war :  a  friend  to  all  na¬ 
tions,  file  has  for  her  enemies  de- 
fpots  only.”  Let  not  our  fellow- 
citizens  allow  themfelves  to  be 
dazzled  by  thefe  lying  expreflions  ; 
let  them  not  lofe  light  of  the  fignal 
abufe,  now  become  fo  common, 
of  the  words  Liberty,  Slavery,  and 
Oppreflion.  Thofe  who  at  pre- 
fent  govern  France,  and  who  think 
they  have  a  right  to  difpofe  in  fo 
arbitrary  a  way  of  the  lot  and 
well-being  of  nations,  have  but 
too  clearly  proved  in  what  the 
friendfliip  confifts  which  they  pro- 
fefs  to  other  nations,  and  what 
they  mean  by  tyranny  and  deflpot- 
ifm.  They  teftify  their  friendfliip 
to  thefe  nations,  by  fowing  among 
them  divilion  and  diflcord,  and  by 
violently  ftripping  them  of  the 
privileges  eflential  to  focial  order, 
and  flainftioned  by  their  antiquity  ; 
privileges,  the  remembrance  of 
which  they  even  feek  to  efface,  by 
deftroying  the  charters  oil  which 
they  are  founded. 

The  gifts  they  offer  under  the 
fine  titles  of  Fraternity  and  Li¬ 
berty,  are  no  other  than  the  very 
unbridled  licence  ,  the  Aelf-fame 
irreligious  lpirit,  in  which  they 
cdory  fo  openly,  and  thefe  accom¬ 
panied  by  all  the  evils  which  refult 
from  them,  and  under  which  they 
themfelves  groan;  inch  as  anarchy, 
murder,  pillage,  mifery,  and  fa¬ 
mine.  They  blacken  with  the 
names  of  Defpotifm  and  Slavery, 
all  thofe  civil  and  religious  infti- 
(F  2)  tutious. 
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tutions  whifch  have  hitherto  been 
refpeCted  by  man,  becaufe  they 
are  indifpenfible  to  his  happinefs, 
and  to  the  exigence  of  civil  fociety. 
Men  cannot  live  in  fociety  without 
a  government  to  fuper intend  their 
well-being  j  and  thepr  inciples  which 
the  French,  with  arms  in  their  hands, 
row  labour  to  fpread  abroad,  are 
calculated  to  overturn  all  govern¬ 
ments,  and  to  fuhftitute  to  fafety, 
repofe,  and  good  ogder,  anarchy 
and  all  the  evils  which  fpring  from 

x  O 

it. 

Among  the  numerous  fubjeCts 
of  aftoniftiment  with  which  the 
proclamation  furniihes  us,  and  the 
abfurdity  of  which  we  are  more 
particularly  called  on  to  demon- 
ftrate  to  our  countrymen,  we  can- 
not  filentlv  rrais  over  what  is  laid 
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on  the  fnbjeCt  of  the  rew  un¬ 
known  and  defpicable  men,  who, 
under  the  title  of  14  the  Batavian 
Committee,”  ufurp  an  imaginary 
power,  and  who  are  defcribed  to 
us  as  being  charged  with  the  pro¬ 
visional  adminift ration,  until  we 
alfo,  we  ourfelves,  fhall,  after  the 
example  of  wretched  France,  have 
formed  our  national  convention. 

Shall  we  then  be  obliged  to  re¬ 
nounce  the  mild  authority  which 
governs  us,  to  fubmit  our  property, 
every  thing  that  is  dear  to  us,  our 
lives  themfelves,  to  the  caprice  of 
a  few  “unknown,  contemptible, 
ignorant  individuals,  who  will  dif- 
pofe  cf  its  and  ours  at  their  plea¬ 
sure,  until  the  adminiftration  fhall 
pafs  frdm  their  hands  into  thofe  of 
the  pretended  convention,  blindly 
devoted  to  France ;  of  a  com¬ 
plexion  with  the  one -we  now  fee 
incur  neighbourhood,  and  whole 
authority  will  necefiarily  be  attend¬ 
ed  by  the  lame  difa (Irons  confe- 
quences  to  us,  as  thofe  which  have 
taken  place  in  France  ?  How  can  it 
have  been  conceived,  that  fuch 
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ideas  would  be  clierifhed  by  a  wife 
and  fenfible  people,  little  inclined 
by  its  character  to  adopt  thefe  dif- 
adrous  inventions  of  our  times, 
and  accuftomed  to  a  juft  and  mo¬ 
derate  adminiftration  ? 

We  alfo  perfuade  ourfelves,  that 
it  is  not  neceflary  to  caution  the 
good  inhabitants  of  this  country 
again  ft  paying  any  attention  to  the 
invitation  and  promifes  made  to 
them,  to  engage  them  to  range 
themfelves  beneath  the  ftandard  of 
this  pretended  liberty ;  or  to  the 
inftgnificant  threats  employed  to 
intimidate  them  from  praCtifmgi 
the  means  of  defence  with  which 
nature  has  fupplied  us.  It  is  im- 
poftible  'that  there  can  be  found 
among  them  men  fo  bafe  and  fo 
degenerate  as  to  form  an  union 
with  the  enemies  of  their  country, 
and,  conjointly  with  them,  to 
fpread  among  their  fellow-citizens 
defblation,  defpair,  and  the  long 
train  of  irreparable  evils,  which 
are  a  neceffary  effeCt  of  a  moft 
cruel  rapacity,  and  which  fo  many! 
countries,  fubdued  by  the  French, 
now  experience. 

We  rather  expeCt,  that  all  citi¬ 
zens,  laying  afide  any  party  fpirit 
which  difunites  them,  wifi  unite 
their  efforts  to  ours,  and  to  thofe 
of  all  the  true  friends  of  their 
country,  to  defend  and  preferve, 
under  the  divine  protection,  the 
territory  which  has  given  them 
birth,  and  in  which  they  have  been 
bred  ;  that  they  will  fnatch  religion 
and  true  liberty,  thofe  guarantees 
of  our  happinefs,  from  the  infup- 
por  table  yoke  of  •foreign  and  bar¬ 
barous  hordes.  We  expect  even 
thing  from  their  courage  and  bra- 
very  j  and  we  are  perfuaded  thal 
they  will  not  fuller  themfelves 
to-' be  intimidated  by  the  exag¬ 
gerated  ftatement  of  the  forces 
which  are  reprefented  as  ad  van 
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bg  againft  them.  We  perfuade 
urfelv.es  that  they  will  neither 
irget  the  invincible  valour  with 
,'hich  our  immortal  anceftors  re¬ 
lied  fuccefsfully  thefe  veryFrench- 
len,  at  a  time  when  the  greatell 
owers  in  Europe  did  not,  as  at 
Vis  day,  combat  with  us,  but  on 
le  other  hand,  were  leagued  with ' 
ur  enemies ; — nor  the  fituation  of 
ur  country,  which,  more  efpeci- 
lly  in  this  feafon,  oppofes  infur-* 
lountable  obftacles  to  an  hoftile 
ivafion ; — nor  the  diligence  and 
nergetic  activity  of  the  govern - 
rent,  which  will  negleft  nothing 
5  fecure  the  fuccefs  of  our  com- 
lon  efforts  ;■ — nor,  laftly,  the  ef- 
icacious  fuccours  we  expect  in  a 
ittle  time  from  our  faithful  allies, 
f,  after  fo  many  iifiportant  co lib¬ 
erations,  they  may  ftill  need  a 
totive  to  confirm  them  in  their 
Solution  to  facrifice  every  thing 
)  the  defence  of  their  dear  coun¬ 
ty,  we  will  place  before  their  view 
ie  example  of  our  neighbours, 
le  inhabitants  of  the  Auftrian  Ne- 
serlands,  who  have  called  on  and 
welcomed  as  friends  the  very  Ge- 
cral  who  dares  to  call  himfelr 
heir  deliverer,  'and  thofe  very 
renchmen  he  commands.  Thefe 
Belgians  now  reap  the  bittereft 
ruits  of  their  heedlefs  credulity. 

Deign,  thou  Supreme  anjd  Om¬ 
nipotent  Being,  who  haft  fo  often 
xtricated  this  Republic  from  the 
aoft  imminent  dangers — deign  to 
referve  it  at  this  day  from  fuch  a 
eliverance,  and  from  fuch  friends ! 

Thus  done  and  refolved  in  the 
AlTembly  of  their  High  Migh- 
tineffes  the  Lords  States  Ge¬ 
neral  of  the  United  Provinces, 
Feb.  20,  1793. 

•U  S.)  W.  F.  H.  VANWASSENAER.  Vt, 

By  order  of  the  fame, 
(Signed)  W.  Fagel. 
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Memorial  prefented  by  the  Britifh  and 
Imperial  Minijlevs  to  the  States 
General  of  the  United  Provinces , 
April  3 . 

High  and  Mighty  Lords, 

It  is  known  that  toward  the  end 
of  the  month  of  September,  laid 
year,  his  Britannic  majefty  and  your 
high  mi&htlneftes  v-ave,  in  concert, 
a  folemn  adurance,  that  in  cafe  the 
imminentdanger,  which  then  threat¬ 
ened  the  lives  of  their  moil  Chrif- 
tian  majellies  and  their  families, 
Ihould  be  realized,  his  majefty  and 
your  high’  mightineftes  would  not 
fail  to  purfue  the  moil:  efficacious 
meafures  to  prevent  the  perions 
who  mighbrender  themfeives  guilty 
of  fo  atrocious  a  crime  from  find¬ 
ing  any  afylum  in  your  refpective 
Rates.  This  event,  which  was  with 
horror  forefeen,  has  taken  place, 
and  the  divine  vengeance  fee  ms  not* 
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to  have  been  tardy.  Some  of  thefe 
deteftable  regicides  are  now  in  fuch 
a  fituation  that  they  can  be  fub- 
jected  to  the  fword  of  the  law.  The 
reft  are  ftill  in  the  midft  of  a  people 
whom  they  have  plunged  into 
an  abyfs  of  evds,  and  for  whom  / 
famine,  anarchy,  and  civil  war  are 
about  to  prepare  new  calamities. 

I11  fnort,  every  thing  that  we  fee 
happen,  induces  us  to  confider  as 
not  far  diftant  the  end  of  thefe 
wretches,  whole-  madnefs  and  atro¬ 
cities  have  filled  with  terror  and  in-  * 
dignation  all  thofe  who  refpecft  the 
principles  of  religion,  morality,  and 
humanity. 

The  imderfigned,  therefore,  fub- 
mit  to  the  enlightened  judgment 
and  wifdom  of  your  high  mighti- 
nefies,  whether  it  would  not  be 
proper  to  emnloy  all  the  means  in 
your  power  to  prohibit  from  enter¬ 
ing  your  Rates  in  Europe,  or  your 
colonies,  all  thofe  members  of  the 
prelended  National  Convention,  or 
(F  3)  of 
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of  the  pretended  executive  council, 
who  have  directly  or  indirectly  par¬ 
ticipated  in  the  faid  crime ;  and  if 
they  fhould  be  difcovered  and  ar- 
refled,  to  deliver  them  up  to  juftice, 
that  thev  mav  ferve  as  a  lefTon  and 

J  j  .  „ 

example  to  mankind. 

Done  at  the  Hague,  this  5th  of 
April,  1793. 

(Signed)  Auckland. 
Louis  C.  de  Starhemberg, 


His  Maje fly's  Speech  to  both  Hotfles  of 
Parliament,  June  21. 

My  lords  and  gentlemen, 

The  firmnefs,  wifdoqi,  and  pub¬ 
lic  fpirit  by  which  your  conduct 
has  been  eminently  diftinguifhed 
pn  the  many  important  occafions 
which  have  arifen  during  the  pre- 
fent  feflion,  demand  my  peculiar 
ac  kno  wl  ed  ments. 

Your  firm  determination  to  fup- 
port  the  eftablifhed  conflitutjon, 
and  the  zealous  and  o-eneral  con- 
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currence  in  that  fentiment  which  mv 
fubjectshave  fo  ftronglyand  feafon- 
ably  manifejted,  could  not  fail  to 
check  every  attempt  to  difturb  the 
internal  repofe  of  thefe  kingdoms ; 
and  you  'wijl,  I  doubt  not,  in  your 
feveral  Counties,  encourage  the  con¬ 
tinuance  of  the  fame  vigilant  atten¬ 
tion  to  that  important  object. " 

The  rapid  and  hemal  luccefies 
which  in  an  early  period  of  the 
campaign  have  attended  the  opera¬ 
tions  of  the  combined  armies  ;  the 
refpectable  and  powerful  force 
which  you  have  enabled  me  to  em¬ 
ploy  by  fea  and  land,  and  the  mea¬ 
sures  which  J  have  concerted  with 
other  powers  for  the  effectual  pro- 
fecution  of  the  war,  afford  the  belt 
profpect  of  an  happy  iffue  to  the 
important  conteft  in  which  we  are 
engaged : — it  is  only  by  perfever- 
ance  in  vigorous  exertions,  and  by 
endeavouring  to  improve  the  ad^ 


vantages  already  acquired,  tha 
can  hope  to  obtain  the  great  ei 
which  my  views  are  uniforml 
rected,  the  reftoration  of  peac 
fuch  terms  as  may  be  confi 
with  our  permanent  fecuritv, 

quiliit 

Gentlemen  of  the  hand 
commons, 

I  return  you  my  particular  th 
for  the  cheerfulnefs  and  diff 
wkh  which  you  have  grantet 
neceflary  fupplies,  and  I  am  h 
to  reflect  that  you  have 
enabled  liberally  to  provide  fci 
exigences  of  the  public  ferviccl 
manner  fo  little  burthenfon 
my  people, 

My  lords  and  gentlerpenl 

The  arrangements  which  yoi| 
formed  for  the  government  c; 
Britifh  territories  in  India,  arj 
the  regulation  of  our  conn 
with  that  part  of  the  world,  V 
doubt  not,  fecure  and  aug 
the  important  benefits  whicl 
have  already  derived  from  tho 
luable  poffeilions.  It  has  bed 
poffible  for  me  to  fee  without 
cern  the  embarrafTment  whic 
lately  arifen  in  the  Bate  of  coi 
dial  credit ;  but  the  fteps  whit; 
have  taken  to  prevent  the  pi 
of  that  evil,  appear  already  tc 
been  productive  of  yery  B 
confequences ;  and  while  the 
afforded  a  finking  inflance  o| 
attention  to  the  interefls  of  ip 
pie,1  their  effect  has  furnifhecil 
tional  reafon  to  believe  thl 
diilrefs  which  has  been  felt® 
ceeded  frpm  a  concurrence  o» 
porary  caufes,  and  not  frorj* 
diminution  of  the  real  weal 
any  failure  in  the  pennant! 
fources  of  the  country. 

I  have  much  fjitisfaction  9 
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ting  on  the  effectual  prQte&ion 
chi  have  been  enabled  to  afford 
:he  trade  of  my  fubje&s  fince 
breaking  out  of  the  war :  I  any 
;he  fame  time  perfuaded  that  it 
commercial  intereds  had  una- 
dably  been  affeffed  to  2  more 
.fiderable  extent,  it  would  not 
e  been  forgotten  that  we  are 
tending  for  our  future  fecurity, 

1  for  the  permanent  prefervation 
idvantages  the  moft  ftriking  and 
mod  valuable  which  any  nation 
ever,  by  the  file  ding  of  provi- 
lce,  been  permitted  to  enjoy. 

v  2 _ r  i  . _ 

diminary  declaration  by  Admiral 
Lord  Hood ,  to  the  Inhabitants  of 
Toulon ,  Aug .  23. 

[f,  a  candid  and  explicit  declara- 
n  in  favour  of  monarchy  is  made 

_ *  «  ■  _  j 

Toulon  and  Mardilles,  and  the 
ndard  of  royalty  ho  idled,  the  ffiips 
the  harbour  difmantled,  and  the 
rt  and  forts  p.rovifionaliy  at  my 
pofition,  fo  as  to  allow  of  the 
refs  and  -regrefs  with  fafetv,  the 

1  O  |  J  ' 

ople  of  Provence  fliall  have  all 
i  affidance  and  fupport  his  Bri- 
mic  majeily’s  fleet  under  my 
mmand  can  give;  and  not  an 
3m  of  private  property  of  any 
dividual  fliall  be  touched,  but 
otefied;  having  no  other  view 
an  that  of  reftoring  peace  to  a 
eat  nation,  upon  juft,  liberal  and 
> non r able  terms:  this  muff  bo  the 
oiind-work  of  the  treaty. 

And  whenever  peace  takes  place, 
hich  I  hope  and  truft  will  be 
on,  the  port,  with  all  the  fliips 
i  the  harbour,  and  forts  of  Tou- 
;i,  fliall  be  redored  to  France, 
ith  the  dores  of  every  kiiuf 
peeabie  to  the  fched.de  that  may 
1  delivered. 

Given  on  board  his  Britannic 
majefty’s  fhipVi£tory,off  T011- 
Ift n,  this  23d  of  Augud,  1793. 
(Signed  J  Hood. 
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Proclamation  by  Admiral  Lord  Hood 
to  the  Inhabitants  in  the  dozens  and 
Provinces  in  the  South  of  France s 
Aug.  23. 

Proclamation, 

By  the  Right  Hon.  Samuel  Lord 
flood,  Vice  Admiral  of  the  Red, 
and  commander  in  chief  of  his 
Britannic.  Majedv’s  fquadron  in 

•  j  j  ». 

;the  Mediterranean,  & c.  &c.\ 

To  the  inhabitants. in  the  towns  and 

provinces  in  thy  fouth  of  France. 

\ 

During  four  years  you  have  been 
•  ^  '  0  .  , 
involved  in  a  revolution,  which 

has  plunged  you  in  anarchy,  and 
rendered  you  a  prey  to  -  factious 
leaders.  After  having  dedroyed 
your  government,  trampled  under 
foot  the  laws,  affaffmated  the  virtu¬ 
ous,  and  authorized  .the  commidion 
■of  crimes,  .they  liave  endeavoured 
-to  propagate  throughout  Europe 
their  fy.de m,  dedruedive  of  every 
focial  order.  They  have  condantly 
held  forth  to  you  the  idea  of  liberty; 
while  they  have  been  robbing  you 
of  it.  Every  where  they  have 
preached  refpedl  to  perfons  and 
property,  and  every  where  in  their 
name  it  has  been  violated;  they 
have  amufed  you  with*  the  fove- 
reignty  of  the  people,  which  they 
have  condantly  ufurped;  they  have 
declaimed  again!!  the  abufes  of  roy- 
altv,  in  order  to  edablidi  their  tv- 
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ranny  upon'  the  fragments  of  .a. 
.throne  did  reeking  withthe  blood  of 

*  c! 

your  legitimate  fovereign.  French- 
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men;!  you  groan  under  the  preffure 
of  want,  and  the  privation  of  all 
jpecie  ;  vour  commerce  and  your 
tnduftrv  are  annihilated,  your  agri¬ 
culture  is  checked,  and  the  want  of 
providons  threatens  you  with  a 
horrible  famine.  Behold,  then,  the 
faithful  piefure  of  your  wretched 
condition;  a  fituation  fo  dreadful 
fenfibly  affiidfs  the  coalefced  pow- 
(F  4)  ets  ; 
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ers:  they  fee  no  other  remedy  blit 
the  re-eftablifhment  of.  the  French 
monarchy.  It  is  for  this,  and  the 
a£ls  ofaggreffion  committed  by  the 
executive  power  of  Fra/ice,  that 
we  have  armed  in  conjunction  with 
the  other  coalefced  powers.  After 
mature*refle£tion  upon  thefe  lead¬ 
ing  objects,  I  come  to  offer  von  the 
force  with  -which  I  am  entrufted  by 
my  fovereign,  in  order  to  fpare  the 
further  effuftion  of  human  blood,' 
to  crufh  with  promptitude  the  fac¬ 
tious,  to  re-eftablifti  a  regular  go¬ 
vernment  in  France,  and  thereby 
maintain  peace  and  tranquillity  in 
Europe. 

Decide,  therefore,  definitively, 
and  with  precifion.  Truft  your 
hopes  to  the  generality  of  a  loyal 
an  &  free  nation.  In  its  name  I  have 
juft  given  an  unequivocal  teftimony 
to  the  well-difpofed  inhabitants  of 
Marfeilles,  by  granting  to  the  com- 
mifiioners  fent  on  board  the  fleet 
under  my  command,*  a  paffport  for 
procuring  a  quantity  of  grain,  of 
which  this  great  town  now  Hands 
fo  much  in  need.  Be  explicit,  and 
I  fly  to  your  fuccour,  in  order  to 
break  the  chain  which  furrcunds 
you,  and  to  be  the  inftrument  of 
making  marly  years  of  happinefs 
fucceed  to.  four  years  of  mifery  and 
anarchy,  In  which  your  deluded 
country  has  been  involved. 

Given  on  board  his  Britannic 
majefty’s  fhip  'Victory,  off 
Toulon,  the  3  d  day  of 
Augufr,  1793. 

(Signed)  Hoop. 

By  command  of  the  Admiral, 
(Signed)  J.  M‘Arthur. 


Declaration  of  the  General  Committee 
of  the  S eft  tons  of  Touion  to  Aanwa* 
Cord  hood. 

The  general  committee  of  the 
fections  of  Toulon  having  read 


the  proclamation  of  admiral  loi 
Hood,  commander  in  chief  of  h 
Britannic  majefty’s  fquadron,  tog 
ther  with  the  preliminary  declar 
tion;  and,  after  having  comm1 
nicated  thefe  two  papers  to  all  tl 
citizens  of  the  town  of  Touloi 

*  ;  f  '  ■  j  •  /  . 

united  in  fecftions; 

Confidering  that  France  is  to 
by  anarchy,  and  that  it  is  impolfib 
to  exift  any  longer  a  prey  to  the  fa 
tions,  with  which  the  country  is  aj 
tated,  without  its  total  cjeftru&ion 
Confidering  that  the  fouthern  d 
partments,  after  having  made  Ipi 
efforts  to  reftft  the  oppreflion  of 
party  of  factious  men,  who  ha 
confpired  to  ruin  them,  find  ther 
felves  drained  and  deprived  of  ; 
refources  to  annihilate  this  coalith 
of  the  evil-difpofed  ; 

Confidering,  in  ftiort,  that,  d 
termined  not  to  fubmit  to  the  t 
ranny  of  a  convention  that  h 
fworn  to  ruin  the  nation,  the  pe 
pie  of  Toulon,  and  thofe  of  Ms 
fellies,  would  rather  have  recoui 
to  the  generality  of  a  loyal  peop 
who  have  manifefted  the  defire 
protefli  ng  the  true  Frenchms 
ayainft  the  anarchifts  who  wifti 
ruin  them, 

Declare  to  Admiral  Hood, 

I.  That  the  unanimous'wifli  oft 
inhabitants  of  Toulon  is  to  rejefl 
conftitution  which  does  not  pr 
mote  their  happinefs,  to  adopt 
monarchic  government,  fuch  as 
was  originally  by  the  conftitue 
aflembly  of  1789;  and,  in  coni 
feculence,  thev  have  proclaim 
Louis  XVII,  fon  of  Louis  XV 
king,  and  hare  fworn  to  ackne1 
ledge  him,  and  no  longer  fuffert 
defpotifm  of  the  tyrants  who 
this  time -govern  F  ranee. 

II.  That  tne  white  flag  Iliall 
hoiked  the  inftanf  the  Engli 
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fquadron  anchors  in  the  road  of 
Toulon,  and  it  will  there  meet  the 
mod:  friendly  reception. 

III.  That  the  Blips  of  war  now  in 
the  road  fliall  be  difarmed  accord¬ 
ing  to  admiral  Hood’s  wifhes. 

IV.  That  the  citadel  and  the 
forts  of  the  coaft  fliall  be  provifion- 
ally  at  -the  difpofai  of  the  faid 
admiral ;  blit,  for  the  better  efia- 
bli filing  the  union  wdiich  ought  to 
exift  between  the  two  people,  it  is 
requeued  that  the  garrifori  fhall  be 
compofed  of  an  equal  number  of 
French  and  Englifli,  and  that  never- 
thelefs  the  command  fhall  devolve 
to  the  Englifli. 

V.  The  people  of  Toulon  trull 
the  Englifli  nation  will  furniflt 
Fpeedily  a  force  fufficient  to  alii  ft  in 
repelling  the  attacks  with  which 
they  are  at  this  moment  threatened 
by  the  army  of  Italy,  which  marches 
toward  Toulon,  and  by  that  of 
general  Carteau,  who  directs  his 
forces  againll  Marfeilles. 

VI.  That  the  people  of  Toulon, 
full  of  confidence  in  the  generous 
offers  of  admiral  Hood,  truft  that 
all  thofe  who  held  civil  and  mili¬ 
tary  employments  fliall  be  conti¬ 
nued  in  their  places,  and  fhall  not 
be  annoyed  in  their  refpedtive  oc¬ 
cupations. 

VII.  That  fhbfiflence  and  fuc- 
cours  of  every  kind,  of  which 
Toulon  hands  in  need,  fhall  be  af- 
fured  to  the  inhabitants  by  the 
combined  fleets  of  the  coalefced 

.  v 

powers. 

VIII.  That  when  peace  fhall 
have  been  re-eflabliflied  in  France, 
the  Blips  and  forts  which  fhall  be  put 
into  the  hands  of  the  Englifli,  fliall  be 
reftored  to  the  French  nation,  in 
the  fame  Bate  they  were  in  when 
the  invento/y  was  delivered. 

It  is  according  to  this  declara¬ 
tion,  if  approved  by  admiral  Hood, 
|*at  the  Toulonefe  will  regard 


themfelves,  with  good  heart  and 
will,  as  belonging  to  the  Englifli 
and  the  other  coalefced  powers,  and 
by  whofe  fuccour  will  be  brought 
about  that  peace  after  which  the/ 
have  panted  fo  long, 

(Signed) 

Beaudeal,  prefident.  Reboul,  vice- 
prefldent:  Reynaud,  fecretary. 
La  Poype  Vertrieux.  Devdie- 
Cadel.  Aiidraw.  Vialis.  Bar- 
thelemy,  commiffary  of  the  de¬ 
partment.  Poffel.  Fournier. 
G rival.  B.  Levant.  Antoine 
Gabert.  Porte.  Joffre,  commif¬ 
fary  of  the  municipality.  L.  Ga- 
ribow.  Bouliement.  Ferrand. 
Chauflegros,  commandant  of 
arms.  Burgues.  Richaud,  com- 
miflary  of  the  municipality. 
Meifrund,  prefident  of  the  muni¬ 
cipality.  Bertrand.  Sicard. 


Proclamation  ly  Admiral  Lord  Hood, 
on  taking  Pujj'ejjion  of  Toulon ,  Aug. 
28. 

Proclamation, 

By  the  right  honourable  Samuel 
Lord  Hood,  vice-admiral  of  the 
red,  and  commander  in  chief  of 
of  his  Britannic  majefty's  fqua- 
dron  in  the  Mediterranean,  &c. 
&c. 

Whereas  the  feftions  of  Toulon 
have,  by  their  commiflioners  to  me, 
made  a  folemn  declaration  in  favour 
of  monarchy,  have  proclaimed 
Louis  XVII,  fon  of  the  late  Louis 
X  VI,  their  lawful  king,  and  have 
fwprnto  acknowledge  him,  and  no 
longer  fu'ffer  the  defpotifm  of  the 
tyrants,  who  at  this  time  govern 
France,  but  will  do  their  utmoft  to 
eflablifh  monarchy,  as  accepted  by 
their  late  fovereign,  in  1789,  and 
reftore  peace  to  their  difir  acted  and 
calamitous  country ; 

I  do  hereby  repeat,  what  I  ha*'e 

already 
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already  declared  to  the  people  of 
the  fouth  of  France,  that  I  take 
pofieffion  of  T onion,  and  hold  it 
in  truft  only  for  Louis  XVII.  until, 
peace  fhall  be  re-eftablilhed  in 
France,  which  I  hope  and  truft 
will  be  foon. 

Given  on  board  his  Britannic 
majefty’s  fhip  \ictory,  oft 
Toulon,  the  28th  of  Auguft, 

F793; 

(Signed)  Hood. 

By  command  of  the  admiral. 

(Signed)  J\M‘Arthur,  Secretary. 


Declaration  ferity  by  his  Majefty's  Com¬ 
mand,  to  the  Commanders  of  his 
Mai e fly  s  Fleets  and  Armies  em¬ 


ployed  again]}  France,  and  to  his 


Majeffs  1 

reig  n  Courts ,  OF.  2  Q . 


'levs  ref  ding  at ■  Fo- 


■The  ci rcumitances,  -in  confe- 
ouence  of  which  Ins  IVIajefty  has 
found  himfelf  engaged  in  a  defen  - 
live  war  againft  France,  are  known 
already  to  all  Europe.  .  The  objects 
which  liis  IVIajefty  Iras  propofed  to 
himfelf  from  the  commencement 
of  the  war,  are  of  equal  notoriety. 
To  repel  an  unprovoked  aggreffion, 
to  contribute  to  the  immediate  de¬ 
fence  of  his  allies,  to  obtain  for 
them  and  for  himfelf  a  juft  indem¬ 
nification,  and  to  provide,  as  far 
as  circumftances  will  allow,  for  the 
future  fecuritv  of  his  own  fuhjeCts, 
and  of  all  the  other  nations  of  Eu¬ 


rope  ;  thefe  arc-  the  points  for 
which  his  Majefty  has  felt  it  in¬ 


cumbent  on  him  to  employ  all  the 
means  which  he  derives  from  the 
refources  of  his  dominions,  frqm' 
the  zeal  and  afieCtion  of  his  peo¬ 
ple,  and  from  the  qnqueftionable 


iuftice  of  his  caufe, 


But  it  has  become  daily  more 
and  more  evident  how  much  the 
internal  fituation  of  France  ob- 


ftruCts  the  conclufion  of  a  folid  and 

*  *»:  .  X  \  '  1 

permanent  treaty,  which  can  alone 
fulfil  his  majefty’s  juft  and  falutary 
views  for  the  accompli  Hi  merit  of 
thefe  important  obje'Ct|,  and  for 
reftoring  the  general  tranquillity 
of  Europe.  If  is  Majefty  fees, 
therefore,  with  the  utmoft  Satisfac¬ 
tion,  the  profpeCt  which  the  pre- 
fent  circumftances  afford  him,  of 
accelerating  the  return  of  peace, 
by  making  to  the  well-difpofed 
part  of  the  people  of  France,  a 
more  particular  declaration  of  the 
principles  which  animate  him,  of 
the  objects  to  which  his  views  are 
directed,  and  of  the  conduct  which 
it  is  his  intention  to  purfue.  With 
refpeCt  to  the  prefent  fituation  of 
affairs,  the  events  of  the  war,  the 
confidence  repofed  in  him  by  one 
of  the  in  oft  confiderable  cities  of 
France,  and,  above  all,  the  wifh 
which  is  mauifefted  almoft  u niver- 
Fally  in  that  country,  to  find  a  re¬ 
fuge  from  the  tyranny  by  which 
it  is  now  overwhelmed,  render  this 
.  explanation  on  his  majefty’s  part  a 
prefling  and  indifpenfable  duty : 
and  his  majefty  feels  additional 
Satisfaction  in  marine  fuch  a  de- 
claration,  frqm  the  hope  of  finding, 
in  the  other  powers  engaged  with 
him  in  the  common  caufe,  fenti- 
ments  and  views  perfectly  con¬ 
formable  to  his  own. 

From  the  firft  period  when  his 
moll  Chriftian  Majefty  Louis  the 
XVI.  had  called  his  people  around 
him,  to  join  in  concerting  mea- 
fures  for  their  common  happinefs, 
the  king  has  uniformly  fliewn  by 
his  conduCt  the  fmcerity  of  his 
.wi  files  for  the  fuccefs  of  fo  dif¬ 
ficult,  but,  at  the  fame  time,  fo 
interefting  an  undevtaking.  His 
majefty  was  deeply  afflicted  with  all 
the  misfortunes  which  enfued  ;  but 
particularly  when  he  perceived 
more  and  morq  evidentlv,  that 
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yneafures,  the  confequences  of 
%hich  he  could  not  difguife  from 
himfelf,  muff  dually  compel  him 
to  relinquifli  the  friendly  and  pa¬ 
cific  fyftem  which  he  had  adopt¬ 
ed.  The  moment  at  length  ar- 
rived  when  his  majefty  faw  that 
it  was  neceffary  for  him  not  only 
to  defend  his  own  rights  and  thofe 
of  his  allies,  not  only  to  repel  the 
unjuft  aggreffion  which  he  had  re¬ 
cently  experienced,  but  that  all 
the  deareft  in  ter  efts  of  his  people 
impofed  upon  him  a  duty  ff  ill  more' 
important ;  that  of  exerting  his 
efforts  for  the  prefervation  of  civil 
fociety  itfelf  as  happily  eftabliftied 
among  the  nations  of  Europe. 

The  defigns  which  had  been 
profeiTed  of  reforming  the  abuies 
of  the  government  of  France,  of 
eftablifhing  perfonal  liberty  and 
the  rights  of  property  on  a  folid 
foundation,  of  fecuring  to  an  ex- 
tenfive  and  populous  country  the 
benefits  of  a  wife  legifiation,  and  an 
equitable  and  mild  adminiftration 
of  its  lav/s  ;  all  thefe  falutary  views 
have  unfortunately  vaniflied.  In 
their  place  has  fucceeded  a  fyftem 
deftrudtive  of  all  public  order, 
maintained  by  profcriptions,  exiles, 
and  confifcations  without  number, 
by  arbitrary  imprifonmen.ts,  by 
maffacres,  which  cannot  even  be 
remembered  without  horror,  and 
at  length,  by  tlye  execrable  murder 
of  a  juft  and  beneficent  fovereign, 
emd  of  the  illuftrious  princels,  who, 
with  ai)  *  unftiaken  firmnefs,  has 
ihared  all  the  misfortunes  of  her 
royal  confort,  his  protrafled  ful¬ 
ler  mgs,  his  cruel  captivity,  his  ig¬ 
nominious  death. 

The  inhabitants  of  that  unfor¬ 
tunate  country,  fo  long  flattered 
by  promifes  of  happineis,  renewed, 
at  the  period  of  every  frefh  crime, 
have  found  themfelves  plunged 
into  an  abvfs  of  unexampled  cala- 
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mities  ;  and  neighbouring  nations, 
inftead  of  deriving  a  new  fecuritv 
for  the  maintenance  of  general 
tranquillity  from  the  effablifhment 
of  a  wife  and  moderate  govern- 
ment,  have  been  exppfcd  to  the 
repeated  attacks  .of  a  ferocious 
anarch}',  the  natural  and  neceffary 
enemy  of  all  public  order.  They 
have  had  to  encounter  aefts  of  ag- 
greftion  without  pretext,  open  vio¬ 
lations  of  all  treaties,  unprovoked 
declarations  of  war ;  in  a  word, 
whatever  corruption,  intrigue,  or 
violence  could  eifefl  for  the  pur- 
pofe  fo  openly  avowed  of  fubvert- 
mg  all  the  inftitutions  of  focietv, 

o  *  j  y 

and  of  extending  over  all  the  na¬ 
tions  of  Europe  that  confufion 
which  has  produced  the  mifery  of 
France. 

This  ftate  of  things  cannot  exifit 
in  France  without  involving  .all 

o 

the  furrounding  powers  in  one 
common  danger,  without  giving 
them  the  right,  without  im poling 
it  upon  them  as  a  duty,  to  flop  the 
progress  of  an  evil  which  exifts 
only  by  this  exceftiVe  violation  of 
all  law  and  ail  property,  and  which 
attacks  the  fundamental  principles 
by  which'mankind  is  united  in  the 
bonds  of  civil  fociety.  His  ma? 
jeftv  by  no  means  difputes  the 
right  of  France  to  reform  its  laws. 
It  never  would  have  been  his  wifti 
to  employ  the  influence  of  exter¬ 
nal  force  with  refpeeb  to  the  par¬ 
ticular  form  of  government  to  be 
eftabliftied  in  an  independent  coun¬ 
try.  Neither  has  he  now  that 
wifh,  except  In  fo  far  as  fuch  in  • 
terference  is  become  elfential  to 
the  fecipfity  and  repofe  of  other 
powers. 

7  Under  thefe  circiunftances,  he 
demands  from  France,  and  he  de¬ 
mands  with  juftice,  the  teimi- 
nation  of  a  fyftem  of  anarchy, 
which  has  no  force  but  for  the 
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purpofes  of  mifchiefj  unable  to 
difcharge  the  primary  duty  of  all 
government,  to  reprefs  the  dif- 
orders,  or  to  punifti  the  crimes 
which  are  daily  increafing  in  the 
interior  of  the  country,  but  dif- 
poiing  arbitrarily  of  the  property 
and  blood  of  r  the  inhabitants  of 
France,  in  o:vler  to  dlfturb  the 
tranquillity  of  other  nations,  and 
to  render  all  Europe  the  theatre  of 
the  fame  crimes  and  of  the  fame 
misfortunes.  The  king  demands 
that  fome  legitimate  and  liable  go¬ 
vernment  fhould  be  eftablifhed, 
founded  oil  the  acknowledged 
principles  of  univerfal  juftice,  and 
capable  of  maintaining  with  other 
powers  the  accuftomed  relations 
of  union  and  peace.  Kis  majefty 
withes  ardently  to  be  enabled  to 
treat  for  the  re-eftabliftiment  of 
general  tranquillity  with  fuch  a 
government,  exercuing  a  legal  and 
permanent  authority,  animated  with 
the  with  for  general  tranquillity, 
and  poffeffmg  power  to  enforce 
thp  obfervance  of  its  engagements. 
The  king  would  propofe  none 
other  than  equitable  and  moderate 
conditions  ;  not  fuch  as  the  expen- 
ces,  the  rifque,  and  i  the  facrilices 
of  the  war  might  juftify,  hut  fuch 
as  his  majefty  thinks  himfelt  under 
the  indifpen fable  ne cefiity  of  re¬ 
quiring  with  a  view  to  thefe  con- 
fiderations,  and  ill! t  more  to  that 
of  his  own  fecurity,  and  of  the 
future  tranquillity  of  Europe.  His 
majefty  deiires  nothing  more  ftn- 
eere-ly.  than  thus  to  terminate  a 
war  which  he  in  vain  endeavoured 
to  avoid,  and  all  the  Calamities  of 
(which,  as  now  experienced  by 
France,  are  to  be  attributed  only 
to  the  ambition,  the  perfidy,  and 


the  violence  of  thofe,  whofe 


crimes  have  involved  their  own 
country  in  mifery,  and  difgraced 
all  civilized  nations. 


As  his  majefty  has  hitherto  bee 
compelled  to  carry  on  war  again: 
the  people  of  France  collective!) 
to  treat  as  enemies  all  thofe  wh 
fuller  their  property  and  blood  t 
be  lavifned  in  fupport  of  an  ufnjti 
aggrelfxon,  his  majefty  would  fe 
with  infinite  fatisfachon  the  oppor 
tuni'ty  of  making  exceptions  h 
favour  of  the  well-difpofed  inha 
bitants  of  other  parts  of  France 
as  he  has  already  clone  with  reaped 
to  thofe  of  Toulon.  The  kin 
promifes,  on  his  part,  the  fufpen 
fion  of  hoftilities,  friendfhip,  anc 
(as  far  as  the  courfe  of  events  wil 
allow,  of  which  the  will  of  mar 
can  difpofe)  fecurity  and  protec 
tion  to  all  thofe  who,  by  declaring 
for  a  monarchical  government,  ftial:] 
fhake  off  the  yoke  of  a  fanguinaxy 
anarchy,  of  that  anarchy  which 
has  broken  all  the  moil  facred] 
bonds  of  foc.iety,  difiblvecl  all  the- 
relations  of  civil  life,  violated  every 
right,  confounded  every  duty,! 
which  ufes  the  name  of  liberty  to1 
exercife  the  moft  cruel  tyranny,  to 
annihilate  all  property,  to  feize  on 
all  poffeflions ;  which  founds  its; 
power  on  the  pretended  conlent  of 
the  people,  and  itfelf  carries  fire 
and  fword  through  extenfive  pro¬ 
vinces,  for  having  demanded  their 
laws,  their  religion,  and  their  law¬ 
ful  fovereign. 

It  is  then  in  order  to  deliver 
themfelves  from  this  unheard-of 
opprefiion,  to  put  an  end  to  a  fyf- 
tem  of  unparalleled  crimes,  and  to 
reft  ore  at  length  tranquillity  to 
France,  and  fecurity  to  all  Europe, 
that  his  majefty  invites  the  co¬ 
operation  of  the  people  of  Francq. 
It  is  for  thefe  obi  efts  that  he  calls 
upon  them  to  join  the  ftandard  of 
an  hereditary  monarchy,  not  for 
the  purpofe  of  deciding,  in  this 
moment  of  diibrder,  calamity,  and 
public  danger,  on  all  the  mod  id¬ 
eation  ss 
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onsr  of  which  this  form  cf  go- 
nment  may  hereafter  be  fuf- 
tible;  but  in  order  to  unite 
mfelves  once  more  under  the 
pire  of  law,  of  morality,  and 
religion  ;  and  to  fecure  at  length 
their  own  country  external 
:ce,  domeflic  tranquillity,  a  real 
l  genuine  liberty,  a  wife,  mo- 
ate,  and  beneficent  government, 
1  the  uninterrupted  enjoyment 
all  the  advantages  which  can 
itribute  to  the  happinefs  and 
>fperity  of  a  great  and  powerful 
ion. 


’.sell  of  John  Earl  of  Wefmorland , 
Lord  Lieutenant  of  Ireland ,  to  both 
Houfes  cf  Parliament,  Jan,  io. 

My  lords  and  gentlemen, 

I  have  his  majefty’s  commands 
meet  you  in  parliament,  and  to 
prefs  his  fatisfadion  in  reforting 
your  counfels  in  the  prefent  fitu- 
on.  of  affairs. 

His  majefty  feels  the  utmoff  con- 
rn  that  various  attempts  fliould 
ve  been  made  to  excite  a  fpirit 
’difeontent  and  diflurbance,  and 
at  appearances  fhould  have  ma- 
fefted  themfelves  in  any  part  of 
is  kingdom,  of  a  defign  to  eifed 
t  violence  an  alteration"  in  the 
mftitution. 

It  is  an  additional  ground  of  un- 
ifinefs  to  his  majefty,  that  views 
:  conquefl  and  dominion  fliould 
ave  incited  France  to  interfere 
ith  the  government  of  other 
puntries,  and  to  adopt  meafures 
ith  regard  to  his  majefty’s  allies, 
te  States-general,  neither  conform - 
ale  to  the  laws  of  nations,  nor  the 
oiitive  ftipu  latinos  of  exifling 
'eaties  ;  efpecially  when  both  his 
lajefty  and  the  States-general  had 
bferved  the  -lindeH  neutrality 
■ith  regard  to  the  affairs  of  France. 


PAPERS.  (93) 

Under  thefe  circumflances,  I 
have  ordered,  by  his  majefty’s  com¬ 
mands,  an  augmentation  of  the 
forces  upon  this  ellabliihment. 

By  the  advice  of  the  privy  coun¬ 
cil,  meafures  have  been  taken  to 
prevent  the  exportation  of  corn, 
provifions,  and  naval  Bores,  arms, 
and  ammunition.  The  circum- 
ftances  which  rendered  thefe  mea¬ 
fures  neceffary,  will,  I  truft,  juftify 
any  temporary  infringement  of  the 
laws,  and  will  induce  you  to  give 
them  a  parliamentary  fandion. 

It  will  afford  his  majefty  the 
greateft  fatisfadion,  if  by  a  tem¬ 
perate  and  firrmcondud  the  blef- 
fings  of  peace  can  be  continued  ; 
but  he  feels  allured  of  your  zealous 
concurrence  in  his  determination, 
to  provide  for  the  fecurity  and  in- 
terefls-  of  his  dominions,  and  to 
fulfil  thofe  politive  engagements 
to  which  he  is  equally  bound  by 
the  honour  of  his  crown,  and  the 
general  interefis  of  the  empire. 

Gentlemen  of  the  houfe  of 
commons,  \ 

I  have  ordered  the  national  ac¬ 
counts  to  be  laid  before  you,  and 
I  have  no  doubt  of  your  readinefs' 
to  grant  fuch  fupplies  for  the  pub-' 
lie  fervice,  as  the  honour  and  fecu¬ 
rity  of  his  majefly’s  crown  and 
government,  and  the  exigencies 
of  the  times,  may  require. 

My  lords  and  gentlemen, 

The  agriculture,  the  manufac¬ 
tures,  and  particularly  the  linen 
manufadure,  the  proteflant  char¬ 
ter- fchools,  and  other  public  infti- 
tutions,  which  have  fo  repeatedly 
been-  the  objeds  of  your  care,  will, 
I  doubt  not,  engage  your  accuf- 
tomed  regard  and  liberality. 

I-  am  to  recommend  to  you,  in 
his  majefty’s  name,  to  adopt  fuch 
meafures  as  may  be  mod:  advifable 
for  the  maintenance-  of  internal 
tranquillity ;  and  for  this  purpofe 
y  to 
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to  render  more  effectual  the  law  for 
eflabliiliing  a  militia  in  this  king- 
dom. 

His  majefty  has  the  fulleft  con¬ 
fidence  that  you  will,  on  ail  occa- 
fions,  fhew  your  firm  determina¬ 
tion  to  enforce  due  obedience  to 
the  laws,  and  to  maintain  the  au¬ 
thority  of  government,  in  which 
you  may  depend  upon  his  majefty ’s 
cordial  co-operation  and  fupport : 
and  I  have  it  in  particular  com¬ 
mand  from  his  majefty  to  recom¬ 
mend  it  to  you,  to  apply  yourfelves 
to  the  confideration  of  fuch  mea- 
fures  as  maybe  the  moil  likely  to 
flrengthen  and  cement  a  general 
union  of  fentiment  among  all  daf¬ 
fies  and  deferiptions  of  his  majefty’s 
catholic  fubjebts,  in  fupport  of  the 
efiabli  filed,  conftitution.  With 
this  view  his  majefty  trulls  that  the 
fituatipn  of  his  majefty’s  catholic 
fubjech  will  engage  your  ferious 
attention,  and  in  the  confideration 
of  til  is  fubject,  he  relies  on  the 
wildom  and  liberality  of  his  parlia¬ 
ment. 

I  am  truly  fenfible  of  the  repeat¬ 
ed  tefiimonies  which  I  have  receiv  ¬ 
ed  of  your  approbation,  and  I  will 
endeavour  to  merit  a  continuance 
of  your  good  opinion,  by  ftrenu- 
oufly  exerting  the  power  with 
which  I  am  entrufted,  for  the 
maintenance  of  our  excellent  con¬ 
ftitution  in  church  and  ftate,  as 
the  beft  fecuritv  for  the  liberty  of 
the  fubjebl,  and  the  profperity  of 
Ireland. 


Proteji  in  the  Houfe  of  Lords  of  Ire¬ 
land  againjt  the  Bill  for  preventing 
Unlawful  Affemhlies ,  July  10. 

Biftentient, 

Becaufe  we  are  clearly  of  opi¬ 
nion  that  t:  e  laws,  as  they  now 
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ftand,  are  amply  fufficient  to  ctud 
licentioufnefts  of  every  fort,  and  t( 
prevent  or  punifh  all  fuch  crime 
as  may  be  injurious  to  the  ftate,  o.j 
fubverfive  of  public,  tranquillity.  | 

Becaufe,  even  though  it  wen 
true  that  any  evil  exifted,  fuch  a; 
might  feem  to  require  a  new  lay 
to  couhterafl  its  effedfs,  we  con  i 
ceive  that  laws  made  on  particulai 
emergencies,  and  enadled  on  th< 

fc>  ' 

fpur  of  the  occafion,  are  at  al 
times  dangerous  to  conftitutiona 
liberty,  inasmuch  as  they  are  u fin¬ 
ally  framed  in  halte,  and  perhap; 
under  the  influence  of  pafiion  oj 
of  arbitrary  principle,  and  are  ap, 
therefore  to  entail  upon  the  ftate  i 
real  ^nd  permanent  evil,  inftead  oil 
the  evanefeent  and  temporary  in 
convenience  they  ailiime  to  ob-i 
viate. 

Becaufe  that  as  this  bill  aflumei 
to  itfelf  the  ftyle  and  character  oil 
a  declaratory,  as  well  as  of  an  en-j 
acting  law,  we  cannot  enough  teftifyj 
our  difapprobation  of  the  danger] 
ous  practice  of  grounding  a  del 
claration  of  lav/  upon  the  founda¬ 
tion  of  old  and  obfolete  ftatutes 
enabled  in  arbitrary  times,  faller 
into  difufe  from  the  increafind 
wifdom  and  fpirlt  of  the  age,  ye 
fuffered  to  lie  unrepealed,  and  efi 
teemed  by  all  found  and  conftitu 
tional  lawyers  the  lumber  and  difi 
grace  of  the  ftatute  books. 

Becaufe  we  conceive  it  to  be  nol 
only  improper,  but  highly  inde¬ 
cent,  that  a  law  of  fuch  delicate! 
importance  fhould  be  brought  for! 
ward  at  a  feafon  when,  from  vari¬ 
ous  caufes,  the  houfe  is  fo  ili  at-j 
tended,  and  deprived  of  many  or 
its  wifeft  and  bell  members. 

We  therefore  folemnly  protefi 
againfi  the  committal  of  this  bill, 
at  the  fame  time  declaring  our  ut¬ 
ter  difapprobation  of  all  fuch 
meetings  or  conventions  as  it  pur- 
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es  to  prevent,  and  firmly  trud- 
;  that  our  fellow  citizens,  warned 
1  inftrudted  by  the  fad  cxperi- 
;e  of  neighbouring-  countries. 
1  cautioullv  abftain  from  every 

^  J 

jceeding  which  can  in  any  de- 
je  tend  to  public  diforder. 

unster,  Arran,  Charlemo'nt. 
July  io. 


eech  of  the  Speaker  of  the  Houfe  of 
Commons  to  Cue  Lord  Lieutenant  of 
Ireland^  Augufi,  16. 

The  commons  attend  your  ex- 
Uency  with  the  bills  which  com- 
pte  the  fupplies  of  this  year  to  a 
•ger  amount  than  was  ever  grant- 
in  any  one  feffiou.  They  offer 
em  with  the  moil  cordial  graf.i- 
de  to  a  monarch,  whofe  conflant 
d  unwearied  objeft  has  uniformly 
■en  the  happinefs  of  his  people, 
d  the  prefervatioii  of  all  their 
hits  and  liberties-.  This  gratitude 
auld,  if  poffible,  be  increafed  by 
s  maj city’s  gracious  mark  of  his 
ternal  attention  in  the  furrender 
his  power  -over  his  hereditary 
venues,  and  accepting  a  limited 
m  for  the  expences  of  his  civil 
l>  a  meafure  efiential  for  effec- 
ating  in  this  kingdom  a  fimilar 
•ntroul  over  the  application  of 
e  public  money  to  that  which 
•s  been  long  eftabliilied  in  Great 
'itain. 

The  proviiioiT  for  a  national 
ilitia  makes  a  coniiderable  part 
thefe  fupplies ;  an.  acquifition 
ng  wi  (lied  for,  as  the. true  conili- 
tional  defence  and  fecurity  for  a 
ition’s  liberties,  but  the  effectual 
tablilhment  of  which  has  been 
ferved  for  your  excellency’s  ad- 
iniftration/ 

Great  as  thefe  fupplies  are,  they 
)  not  interfere  with  the  coritinu- 
‘ce  oi;  the  ufual  bounties  for  trade 
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and  manufactures,  nor  do  they  pre¬ 
vent  a  provifion  to  the  amount  of 
half  a  million  for  the  fupport  of 
commercial  credit ;  and  the  Com¬ 
mons  look  back  with  lingular  fatif- 
faction  oh  the  wiidom  of  that  fyf- 
tem,  which,  by  preventing  the  in- 
creafe  of  debt  in  the  days  of  peace, 
has  referved  the  refources  of  the 
nation  for  the  time  of  war,  and  has 
enabled  them  to  rarfe  thefe  large 
films  without  in  creating  the  taxes. 

They  feel  a  particular  gratifi¬ 
cation  in  being  able  to  provide 
thus  largely  for  the  fupport  of  com¬ 
mercial  credit,  at  a  time  when  the 
power  of  trade  has  been  c  on  fid  era - 
bly  enlarged  by  meafures  of  the 

moll  beneficial  tendency  to  the 

* 

happinefs  of  both  kingdoms,  and 
which,  by  mutual  marks  of  favour, 
without  bargain  or  ftipulated  ex¬ 
change,  mull  ftrengtben  that  union, 
on  the  continuance  of  which  de¬ 
pends  their  mutual  profperity. 

Ireland,  in  the  regulation  of  the 
Ealt  India  trade,  agreeable  to  the 
willies  of  the  filler  kingdom,  has 
conferred  a  great  favour,  and  flue 
receives  with  thanks  the  admiffion 
of  the  goods  of  Alia,  Africa,  and 
America,  from  hence  into  the 
Britilb  ports. 

The  firm  and  vigorous  meafures 

o 

which  your  excellency  has  adopted 
for  relioring  tranquillity  and  de¬ 
feating  the  defigns  of  thofe  who 
wifhed  to  raife  difeon tents,  and  to 
introduce  the  principles  of  French 
anarchy  and  favage  wildnefs,  will 
ever  have  the  warmed  thanks  of  a 
grateful  people ;  the  moderation 
with  which  they  were  tempered, 
while  it  gave  them  dignity,  added 
confequence  to  their  weight;  and 
when  aided  by  thofe  falutarv  laws, 
with  which  this  feffion  will  have 
llrengthened  the  executive  power, 
they  cannot  fail  to  fecure  to  us  the 
bleifings  of  internal  tranquillity. 


o 
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Speech  of  the  Lord  Lieutenant  of  Ire¬ 
land  to  both  Houfes  of  Parliament , 
Augnji  1 6. 

Mv  lords  and  gentlemen, 

O' 

The  wifdorn  and  firmnefs  that 
have,  diffinguifhed  your  conduct 
during  the  present  fefiion,  and  the 
attention  you  have  afforded  to  the 
many  important  objects  of  your 
deliberations,  demand  my  ffncere 
acknowledgments,  and  enable  me 
to  relieve  you  from  further  attend¬ 
ance  in  parliament. 

Gentlemen  of  the  houfe  of 
commons, 

I  have  his  majeffy’s  commands  to 
thank  you  for  the  liberal  fupplies 
you  have  voted  for  the  public  fer- 
vice,  and  for  the  honourable  flip- 
port  of  his  majeffy’s  government. 
You  may  rely  upon  their  faithful 
application. 

Mv  lords  and  gentlemen, 

The  wifdorn  and  liberality  with 
which  you  attended  to  his  majeffy’s 
recommendation  in  favour  of  his 
Roman  catholic  fubjedts,  are  highly 
pleafing  to  the  king. 

You  may  be  fully  fenffble  of  his 
majefty’s  gracious  condefcenfion  in 
committing  to  your  judgment  the 
application  of  the  hereditary  reve¬ 
nue.  And  I  am  ordered  by  his 
majeffy  to  fignify  his  approbation 
of  the  provi lions  which  have  been 
made  for  the  fupport  of  his  civil 
government,  and  the  honour  and 
dignity  of  his  crown ;  and  to  ex- 
prefs  his  confidence  that  your  libe¬ 
ral  conceffions  to  the  Roman  catho¬ 
lics,  and  the  meafutes  for  the  re¬ 
gulation  or  the  public  expenditure, 
and  for  the  limitation  of  offices  and 
pen  lions,  to  which  his  majeffy  has 
been  gracioufly  pleafed  to  confent 
with  a  view  to  the  advantage  of  the 

o 

public,  will  cement  a  general  union 
of  fentiment  among  all  claffes  of 
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his  majeffy  ’s  fubjedts  In  fupport'  c; 
the  eftablifhed  conffitution. 

His  majeffy  has  feen  with  ret 
fat  is  fact  ion  that  friendly  difpofftio 
which  has  been  manifeffed  bv  th 
parliaments  of  Great  Britain  am 
Ireland,  for  ftrengthening  the  con 
nedtion  of  the  two  kingdoms  b' 
mutual  adts  of  conceffion.  I  an 
authorized  to  acquaint  you  that  ar 
a<5t  has  paffied  the  Britiffi parliament 
to  permit  goods  of  Alia,  Africa,  am 
America,  legally  imported  into  Ire 
land,  to  be  imported  from  thenci. 
into  Great  Britain.  This  is  a  fig 
nal  proof  of  her  attention  to  youil 
interefts,  while  the  confirmation  o  | 
the  charter  of  the  Eaft-India  com¬ 
pany  by  the  parliament  of  Irelanc 
difplays  on  your  part  a  cordial  zea 
for  the  fupport  of  Great  Britain 
and  a  judicious  confideration  of  the 
great  and  eflential  intereft  of  the* 
empire. 

I  am  to  make  my  acknowledge¬ 
ments  for  the  many  faintary  laws* 
you  have  enacted  to  ffrengtheii  the 
executive  government;  which  wi  I 
materially  tend  to  defeat  the  defigns 
of  the  enemies  to  the  freedom  and 
happinefs  of  this  kingdom. 

The  apprehenfions  of  embar- 
rafiment  which  for  a  time  hung 
over  commercial  tranfadtions,  were 
to  me  a  fubjedt  of  the  utmost  anx-i 
iety ;  and  I  am  to  return  you  many 
thanks  for  fanftioning  thole  mea-l 
fures  which  I  took  in  fupport  or: 
credit,  and  which  I  truft  have  had 
the  happieft  effedt  in  preventing! 
the  ill  confequences  of  fuch  appre-j 
heiifions. 

•  The  fpirit  of  difcontent  which 
prevailed  among  the  lower  claffes; 
of  the  people,  at  the  beginning  of 
the  feffion,  has  fince  burft  into  adts 
of  riot  and  infurredtiom ;  and  I  have 
been  under  the  painful  neceffity  of 
employing  his  majefty’s  force*, 
wliofe  iteadinefs  and  good  conduct 

have 
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iave  on  all  occafions  been  mani- 
efted,  and  by  whofe  exertions 
he  civil  magidrates  have  been 
enabled  in  a  great  meafure  to  redore 
he  general  tranquillity. 

Under  all  the  circuhn  dances  of 
he  country,  I  thought  it  proper  to 
all  forth  a  very  coniiderable  port¬ 
ion  of  the  militia  of  this  kingdom, 
lam  to  exprefs  his  majefty ’s  appro-- 
>ation  of  a  meafure  which  affords  a 
)refent  material  alii  fiance,  and  lays 
he  foundation  of  a  permanent  con- 
itutional  force,  that  has  been 
ound,  by  experience  in  Great  Bri- 
ain,  of  great  refource  in  public 
mergencies. 

His  majeltv  feels,  with  the  great- 
ft  concern,  the  expence  brought 
pon  the  people  by  domeftic  dif- 
urbance,  added  to  the  confequence' 
f  a  foreign  war,  into  which  we 
ave  been  forced  by  the  wanton  and 
nprovoked  aggreflion  of  France; 
ut  you  will  refleCt  that  you  are 
ontending  for  the  prefervation  of 
our  property,  and  for  the  fecurity 
f  your  happy  cojnfHtution. 

Thefucceffes  with  which  it  hath 
leafed  the  divine  providence  to 
lefs  the  arms  of  his  majefty  and 
is  allies,  afford  the  bed  profpedt 
f  a  happy  iiTue  to  this  important 
onteft;  and  it  is  his  majefH’s 
arneft  hope,-  that  a  continuance  of 
igorous  exertions  will  finally  ob~ 
lin  a  fecure  and  lading  oeace. 

I  have  entire  confidence,  that  in 
our  refpedtive  counties  you  will 
*ert  your  utmoft  influence  in 
mintaining  the  public  tranquillity, 
id  in  parrying  the  laws  into  tail 
<ecution.  You.  may  be  allured, 
iat  I  fhall,  on  all  occafions,  take 
ie  mod  fpeedy  and  effectual  mea- 
ires,  in  the  exercife  of  thofe 
iwers  with  which  I  am  inveded, 
>r  the  repredion  of  outrage  and 
imu It,  and  the  protection  of  his 
.ajefty’s  faithful  and  loyal  humects, 

*  1 793- 
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Addrefs  of  the  Lord  Mayor ,  Aider- 
men,  and  Commons  of  the  City  of 
London ,  to  his  Majefty ,  Fed  .23, 

To  the  King’s  mod  Excellent 
Majefty. 

The  humble  Addrefs  of  the  Lord 
Mayor,  Aldermen,  and  Com¬ 
mons  of  the  City  of  London, 

•  in  Common  Council  aflembled. 

Mod  Gracious  Sovereign, 

We,  your  majefty ’s  mod  dutiful 
and  loyal  fubjeds,  the  lord-mayor, 
aldermen  and  commons  of  the  city 
of  London,  in  common-council 
aflembled,  beg  leave  to  renew  our 
mod  folemn  aflurances  of  firm  alle¬ 
giance  to  your  majefty ’s  facred  per- 
fon  and  government,  and  of  attach¬ 
ment  to  the  conditution  of  thefe 
kingdoms  as  by  law  eftablidied. 

-Deeply  imprefied  with  fentiments 
of  veneration  for  a  fyftem  of  go¬ 
vernment,  wifely  framed  to  perpe¬ 
tuate  the  profperlty  and  happinefs 
of  every  individual  fubjedt  to  its 
authority,  and  in  confequence  fe¬ 
cure  by  its  protection,  great  mud 
have  been  our  concern  at  the  late 
nefarious  and  daring  ftrides  of  de- 
fperate  and  wicked  men  toward  the 
fubverfion  of  the  peace  and  order 
of  civil  focietv;  who,  with  the 
blacked  ingratitude,  were  availing 
themfelves  of  the  freedom  and  pri¬ 
vileges  of  this  highly-favoured  land 
to  compafs  its  deftruction. 

With  increafed  indignation  we 
were  bound  to  deplore,  that,  to  at¬ 
tain  this  treafonable  purpofe,  they 
had  dared,  in  open  concert  with 
perfons  in  the  executive  govern¬ 
ment  of  France,  to  offer  their  prin¬ 
ciples  and  proceedings  as  a  fubjeCb 
of  admiration  to  a  free,  loyal,  and 
happy  people. 

To  what  fatal  events  the  mif- 
chievcws  and  obdurate  councils  of 
(G)  that 
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that  unhappy  country  have  led, 
the  page  of  hiilorv,  darkened, with 
the  fouled:  deed  that  ever  excited 
horror  in  the  human  heart,  will  but 
tdo  faithfully  record  ;  and  the  late 
dreadful  inftance  of  their  fangui- 
nary  malice  will  be  remembered  as 
long  as  perlecuted  virtue  dial!  de- 
ierve  the  pity,  and  deliberate  cru¬ 
elty  the  execration  of  mankind. 

The  paternal  regard  for  the 
peace  and  welfare  of  your  people, 
which  induced  your  majedy  to  em¬ 
body  the  militia,  and  convene 
your  parliament  at  a  mod  import¬ 
ant  conjunfture,  cannot  but  warm 
every  loyal  bread  with  fentiments 
of  the  mod  lively  gratitude  ;  and 
we  can  with  confidence  allure  your 
majedy,  that  it  is  the  united  voice 
of  your  majedy ’s  faithful  citizens 
of  London,  when  we  declare,  that 
being  fenfible  of  the  neceflity  of 
vigoroufly  oppofing  the  perfidy, 
ambition,  and  aggrandizement  of 
France,  now  evinced  by  her  de  • 
claration  of  war  and  commen ce¬ 
ment  of  hodilities  avaind  this  coun- 

o 

try;  in  order  to  maintain  the  fecu- 
rity  and  honour  of  your  majedy’s 
crown,  and  to  preferve'  inviolate 
the  conditution  of  thefe  realms,  the 
facred  fource,  under  providence, 
of  all  our  bleffings,  we  are  ready 
to  facrifice  our  deared  intereds  in 
the  defence  of  your  majedy’s  crown 
and  perfon,  and  of  that  fubdantial 
freedom  v/hich  the  fubjefts  of  the 
Britifh  empire  are  confcious  they 
enjoy. 

Signed,  by  order  of  court, 

William  Rix. 

>  s  / 

His  Maje/lfs  Anfvoer. 

I  receive  with  great  fatisfaftion 
this  dutiful  and  loyal  addrefs. 

The  adu ranees  of  the  city  of 
London,  of  their  firm  allegiance  to 
my  perfon,  and  of  their  attachment 
to  our  happy  conditution,  cannot 
■but  be  highly  acceptable  to  me  ; 
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ahdl  rely, with  confidence,  that  the 
attention  will  conftantly  be  direft* 
toward  the  fupprgffion  and  difeoi 
ragement  of  every  proceeding  wijk 
might  tend  to  thefubverfion  of, tl 
peace  and  order  of  civil  fociet 
The  city  of  London  may  £lwa 
depend  upon  my  favour  and  cow 
tenance,  and  my  condant  care  n 
only  to  maintain  and  defend'  tl 
rights  of  my  crown,  but  to  prote 
and  encourage  the  trade  and  cor 
merceof  this  kingdom,  and  to  pr 
ferve  inviolate  the  conditution 
by  law  eftablifhed. 


Declaration  of  the  Court  of  Spain 

the  French  Government ,  on  the  Su 
jo  Ft  of  a  Convention  of  Neutrali < 

Dec.  17,  1792. 

The  French  government,  havi 
tedified  to  that  of  Spain,  a  defire 
feeing  that  neutrality  formally  | 
teded,  which,  in  faft,  prevails  f 
tween  the  two  nations,  his  cathoj 
majedy  has  authorized  the  undij 
iigned,  principal  fecretary  of  da1 
to  declare  by  this  note,  that  Sp; 
will  oblerve,  on  its  fide,  the  drift 
neutrality  in  the  war  in  whi 
France  is  engaged  with  other  po 
ers. 

This  note  fhall  be  exchanged; 
Paris  with  another  figned  by  1 
minider  for  foreign  affairs, 
which  the  fame  affurances  fhall 
given  on  the  part  of  France. 

Madrid,  the  17th  Dec.  1792, 
Signed, 

Firmada  le  duc  d’Alcudi 


Second  Declaration  of  the  Cotirf  . 
Spain  to  the  Fretich  Government.  9 
the  fame  SubjeFl ,  Dec.  1 7, 

I 

The  catholic  king,  in  cor, 
quence  of  the  neutrality  agr| 
upon  between  Spain  and  the  Freij 

govt,; 

/'  v' 
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government,  and  on  an  affurance  of 
the  friendffiip  and  good  faith  of 
theTAench  nation,  fnali  order  the 
troops  on  the  frontiers  to  retire; 
retaining,  in  places  of  ftrength, 
the  number  neceffary  for  the  fer- 
vice,  and  that  of  their  refpedfcive 
detachments,  which  fhall  be  exe¬ 
cuted  immediately  after  the  French 
have  delivered  a  declaration  ffmi- 
lar  to  the  prefent,  promifing  to 
a<ff  on  their  part  in  the  fame 
manner.  Commiffioners  fhall  be 
appointed  by  both  parties,  to  affiff 
in  the  execution  of  this  agree- 
ment,  at  the  period  which  may  be 
fixed;  and  all  meafures  fhall  be 
taken  with  mutual  coiifent,  adting 
with  that  good  faith  which  is  pro¬ 
pen 

This  note,  figned  by  the  prin¬ 
cipal  fecretary  of  Hate  of  his 
catholic  majefly,  fliall  be  ex¬ 
changed  at  Paris  for  another  figned 
by  the  minifler  for  foreign  affairs, 
in  which  the  fame  affurances  fliall 
be  given  on  the  part  of  France. 

At  Madrid,  i7thDecember,  1  792. 

Signed, 

Firmada  le  duc  d’Alcudia. 


Latter  from  the  Chevalier  d'Ocari% , 
Charge  d' Afj'aires  from  the  Court 
of  Spain,  to  IvL  le  Brim ,  the  French 
Minifer  for  foreign  A  fairs,  on  the 
Subject  of  a  Neutrality,  and  the 
Trial  of  Louis  XFI.  Dec .  26. 

Sir, 

It  is  with  great  fatisfaflion  that  I 
have  received  the  letters  you  have 
done  me  the  honour  to  fend  to  me ; 
containing  the  papers  relative  to  the 
'  neutrality  of  Spain,  and  to  the  con¬ 
vention  for  withdrawing  the  troops 
from  the  refpedtive  frontiers.  I 
hope  the  executive  council,  the 
*  whole  French  nation,  and  the  re- 
prdentatives  of  the  nation,  will  fee 


in  them  new  and  very  authentic 

* 

proofs  of  the  franknefs  and  amica¬ 
ble  intentions  of  his  catholic  rna- 
jeffy,  and  how  much  his  majefly 
has  it  at  heart  to  fpare  nothing  for 
maintaining  the  ancient  harmony 
and  fraternal  amity  that  fubfiffs  be¬ 
tween  the  two  nations.  I  truft,  that 
not  only  the  literal  fenfe  of  the  ex- 
preflions  made  ufe  of  by  his  catho¬ 
lic  majefly,  but  the  tone  and  the 
manner  of  treating  the  whole  of 
this  negotiation,  muff,  in  every  in¬ 
genuous  mind,  add  to  the  opinion 
that  Europe  has  long  entertained  of 
Spanifh  candour;  and  I  congratu¬ 
late  myfelf  as  peculiarly  fortunate, 
in  being  now  charged  with  orders, 
the  eifedt  of  which  muff  be  to  draw 
f bill  clofer  the  ties  of  two  nations, 
whom  mutual  effeem,  as  well  as 
common  intereft,  have  rendered 
friends,  and  who  Cannot  ceafe  td 
be  fo  without  great  difad  vantages  to 
both.  The  difpatches  containing 
this  order,  and  ail  that  relates  to 
the  execution  of  it,  have  been 
brought  to  me  by  a  French  cou¬ 
rier  extraordinary;  a  circumffance, 
which  i  take  the  liberty  of  point¬ 
ing  out  to  you,  as  a  mark  of  the  en¬ 
tire  confidence  of  his  majefly,  who 
wifliel  not  to  be  even  fufpedled  of 
any  referve,  or  of  fending  me  any 
fecret  inffruCtions. 

The  declaration  of  neutrality,  de¬ 
manded  by  the  minifler  of  France 
at  the  court  of  Spain,  might  be  con- 
fidered  as  an  act  abfoluteiy  u Felds, 
fmce  this  neutrality  exiffs  in  fad; 
and  no  hoflile  meafure  on  the  part 
of  Spain  having  given  room  tor 
prefuming  that  this  power  meant 
to  commit  any  violation  of  it,  it 
feemed  fupenlucus  to  declare  it 
anew.  But  the  king  coniidered  that 
the  changes  that  had  taken  place  in 
France,  united  with  the  circum- 
ffances  of  the  war,  in  which  the 
French  nation  was  engaged,  irugi^-, 
^(5  29  if 
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if  not  juftify,  at  leaf!:  give  rife  to 
diftrufts  which  it  was  better  to  pre¬ 
vent;  and  that  befides,  this  new 
declaration,  whether  neceflary  or 
fuperfiuous,  rauft,  in  the  prefent 
moment,  give  the  moil  authentic 
charti&er,  and  even  a  folemnitv, 
to  his  pacific  and  anpicable  refolu- 
tions,  and  would  corifequently  be 
an  additional  means  of  afl-uring  re¬ 
ciprocal  confidence  and  intimacy. 

*  I  muff  not  omit,  Sir,  to  remark  to 
you,  as  an  incontrovertible  proof 
of  the  fincerity  of  Spain,  and  her 
full  confidence  in  the  candour  of 
France,  the  confent  of  the  king  to 
withdraw  the  extraordinary  troops 
that  have  been  fent  to  the  fron¬ 
tiers  adjoining  France,  with  the 
foie  intention  of  maintaining  good 
order,  which  evil-difpofed  perfons 
wiflied  to  difturb,  by  introducing 
themfelves  to  fow  feditious  max¬ 
ims;  on  condition  that  France 
fhould  withdraw  her  extraordinary 
troops  fent  to  the  frontiers  of  Spain; 
for  although  the  terms  of  this  con¬ 
vention  have,  on- the  firft  view,  a 
great  appearance  of  being  equal, 
they  are  far  from  being  fo  in 
reality. 

In  faff,  by  the  very  difference  of 
the  two  governments,  and  the  pre¬ 
fent  fituation  of  the’  two  empires, 
it  is  clearly  evident,  that  the  French 
troops  might  be  affembled  on  the 
frontiers  of  France,  in  much 
greater  numbers,  and  with  much 
greater  promptitude,  than  the  Spa- 
nifh  troops  could  be  on  the  fron¬ 
tiers  of  Spain ;  and,  therefore,  that 
mutual  fincerity,  franknefs,  and 
amity,  could  alone  give  recipro¬ 
city  to  this  meafure.  But  what  may 
more  contribute  to  confolidate  this 
union,  and  that  in  which  the  two 
ftates  and  all  Europe  have  fo  great 
an  intereft,  will  be  the  ifiue  of  the 
memorable  affair  that  now  occupies 
France,  and  attracts  the  attention 


of  all  nations.  It  is  by  the  manner 

in  which  France  fhall  treat  the 

**  •  /  ■  * 

unfortunate  king,  Louis  XVI.  and 
his  family,  that  foreign  nations  will 
be  able  to  judge  with  certainty  of 
her  generofity  and  her  moderation. 
This  grand  trial,  which  is  about  to 
decide  the  fate  of  the  head  of 
the  family  of  the  Bourbons,  cannot 
be  confidered  by  the  king  of  Spain 
as  indifferent  to  him  ;  and  his  ma- 
jelty  does,  not  fear  being  accufed 
of  wifhing  to  interfere  in  the 
government  of  a  country  not  fub- 
je£t  to  his  empire,  when  he  raifes, 
in  favour  of  his  relation  and  his  an¬ 
cient  ally,  a  voice  that  can  difpleafe 
thofe  only  whofe  hearts  are  fhtit 
againfl  every  fentiment  of  morality 
and  commiferation.  It  is,  there¬ 
fore,  in  the  name  of  the  king  of 
Spain,  without  entering  into  any 
of  thofe  difcullions  of  principles, 
which,  in  a  foreign  mouth,  might 
perhaps  be  thought  improper,  that 
I  fhall  confine  myfelf  to  prefenting 
fome  reflections  founded  folelv  on 

■  y 

jufiice,  on  the  law  of  nations,  and 
on  the  general  interefis  of  human¬ 
ity.  If  there  are  men  who  make 
no  account  of  thofe  interefts,  they 
are  the  only  men  who  can  difap- 
prove  of  the  warmth  and  import¬ 
ance  with  which  the  trial  of  Louis  j 
XVI-  is  confidered;  and  they  may 
be  anfwered  that  they  themfelves 
give  it  more  importance,  although 
of  another  kind,  fince  in  it  they 
have  accumulated  irregularities 
which  they  would  have  blamed  in 
any  other  trial  whatever.  Thefe 
irregularities,  powerfully  combated 
by  many  Frenchmen,  and  by  many 
members  of  the  National  Conven¬ 
tion,  who  have  publifhed  their 
complaints  on  the  fubject,  cannot 
.  fail  to  firike  the  moft  moderate  and 
unprejudiced  men  of  other  nations. 
The  example  of  a  party  accufed,  .. 
tried  by  judges  who  are  feif-confti-  J 

tuted,  ; 
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tut-ed,  and  of  whom  feveral  have  the  fun 61  ions  of  the  mirdfhy  with  ; 
not  fince  hefitated  to  declare  their  which  I  am  charged.  Although 
opinion,  -With  every  expreffion  of  the  French  citizens  whofe  opi-  ■ 
hatred  and  partiality;  of  a  party  nion  is  favourable  to  Louis  XVI. 
accufed,  condemned  without  any  have  been  thought  .hitherto  to  have 


prerexifting  law,  and  condemned 
far  offences  of  which  I  examine 
not the  proofs,  but  which,  if  they 
were  proved,  could  not  attaint  the 
inviolability  wdiich  a  law,  univer- 
fally  confented  to,  fecured  to  him 
is  an  example  too  remote  from  all 
the  ordinary  ideas  of  jufiice,  for  any 
nation  that  refpedls  herfelf  not  to 
dread  prefenting  to  the  eyes  of 
nations  by,  whom  fhe.  willies  to  be 
reipe61ed.  '  , 

It  is  impofiible  that  the  whole 
world  Ihould  not  fee  with  horror 
the  .violences  exercifed  againft  a 
prince,  known  at  lead:  by  the  mild- 
jpefs  and  innocence  of  his  character,, 
and  whom  this  mildnefs  and  this 
very  facility  have  precipitated  into 
a  fftuation  into  which  guilt  and 
■\ykkedneffs  Have  never  plunged  the 
liioff  cruel  tyrants.  If,  in  fa6t, 
Louis  XVI.  has  committed  faults, 
who  but'  rhy ft  think  them  abund¬ 
antly  expiated  by  a  fall  fo  unexpect¬ 
ed  ;  by  the  mortification  of  a  long 
and  fevere..  captivity ;  by  his  fears 
for  Kis  filter^  for  his  wife,  and  for 
his  children;"  and  (what,  I  will  be 
hold, -to  fay,  is  truly,  ffiameful),  -by 
the  very  outrages  and  infults.of  tome 
men,  who  think  to  .aggrandize 
fheriifelves  by  trampling  on  great? 
hefs.  which  is  now  no  more,  and 
who  have  forgotten,  that  if  change? 
in  political  inftitutions  releafe  a 
country  from  the  ancient  refpe6t 
which  it  thought  it  a  duty  to  pay 
to  its  kings,  no  .revolution  could 
ever  releafe. honourable  minds  from 
the  refpeht  due  to  grief  and  unis- 
■  fortune  ?  I  pafs  by  the  numerous 
reflections  'which,  this,  fubjed  af- 
,  fords,  ,  to  confine  m\  felt  to  that 
.which -is  direfdy  conyedted  with 
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lefs  liberty  of  writing  and  fpeaking, 
than  thofe  who  maintain  the  con¬ 
trary  opinion  ;  and  although,  con- 
fequentiy,  the  greater  number  of 
the  former  have  been  lilent,  it  can¬ 
not  be  concealed  that  opinions  are 
already  much  divided.  If,  then, 
the  enemies  of  this  unfortunate 
prince  fhoirld  fucceed  in  caufing 
the  extreme  of  violence  to  be  exer¬ 
cifed  upon  him,  it  would  be  im- 
poffible  to  perfuade  foreigners  that 
the)T  ought  to  impute  this  conduct 
to  the  French  nation  arid  the 
French  government;  and  they, 
would  think  -that  they  refilled  evi¬ 
dence,  if  they  did  not  conclude, 
that  certain  Sipdividuais  exift  in 
France, who  are  more  powerful  than 
the  government  and  the  nation  it-: 
felt.  In. that  cafe,  it  is  inconteft- 
able  that  foreign  nations  could  not 
reafonably  place  any  confidence  in 
the  proteftations  of  the  French  na¬ 
tion,  in  their'  treaties  of « peace,  of 
alliance,  and  of  commerce  with  her; 
and  Europe  would  think  fhe  faw 
inceffantly  new  -dilquietsf  new  agi¬ 
tations  threatening,  ail  her  interefis, 
and  difturbing  the  public  tranquil¬ 
lity;  while,  on  the  other  hand,  a 
conduct  at  once  equitable  and  mag¬ 
nanimous,  toward  the  accufed  king 
would  nece  {Tardy  produce  contrary 
‘effVcts.,  Even  the  prefence  of  Louis 
XVL  and-.his  family,  in  the  country 
which  they  fttould  choof. ‘.for  an  afy- 
ium,  would  be  an  exiftmg  teftimony 
of  the  . .eneroftty.  and  poWer  of  the 
French,  and  w-ould  te,ach  all  men  that 
your  nation  knows  ho  .v  to  unite  mo¬ 
deration  with'  vidl'on  ;  that  flie  has 
nob;  ,  and -beneficent  pafiiqns  only, 
and  that  the  triumphs  of,  her.  army 
do  not  hinder  her  from  voluntarii 
(G  3)  -  bowir 
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bowing  her  head  before  the  image 
of  juftice.  The  fentiments  of  ef- 
teem  and  admiration  with  which 
fne  would  inform  ail  nations,  would 
not  fail  to  le  acf  very  loon  to  a  peace, 
which  all  nations  mu  ft  deilre;  and 
of  which,  notwithftanding  her  fuc- 
ceffes,  France  herfelf  mu  ft  have 
need.  May  a  hope  fo  pieafing  be 
realized ! 

-  All  that  I  have  now  expreffed  to 
you  is  the  vviih  of  the  king.  It  is  the 
with  of  the  Spanifh  nation  5  of  that 
nation  which,  in  its  ancient  charac¬ 
ter,  in  refpedti ng  juilice,  knows 
neverthelefs  how  to  appreciate  the 
paftions,  as  well  as  the  high  virtues, 
and  which  hopes  that  the  French 
nation  will  ftill  offer  to  pbfterity, 
on  this  occafion,  an  example  of  the 
greatnefs  and  the  generofity  that 
have  hitherto  pharadterized  •  if. 
United  by  the  fame  fentiments 
which  are  fo  much  the  more  honour¬ 
able  to  the  French  people,  as  they  are 
con  trailed  with  the  paftlons  and  the 
fuggeftions  from  which  they  have  to 
guard  themfeves,  how  durable  will 
be  the  bonds  of  amity  between  the 
two  nations !  How  pieafing  will  be 
the  titles  they  will  have  to  pro¬ 
duce  between  them  for  drawing 
thofe  ties  dofer  and  clofer!  Flow 
worthy  of  both  will  be  their  mutual 
efteem,  founded  on  humanity! 

It  is  with  thefe  views  that  his 
catholic  rnajefty  has  thought  it  ho¬ 
nourable  for  him  to  tranfmit  to  the 
French  government  his  moft  preff- 
ing,  his  moft  ardent  intefeem-ons,. 
on  the  important  affair  which  now 
fixes  the  attention  of  men  ;  and 
which  I  intreat  you  to  communicate 
to  the  National  Convention  ;  and 
if  I  could,  by'  my  anfwer,  com¬ 
municate  to  the  King  that  the 
wi flies  of  his  heart  have  been  ful- 
ffiled ;  happy  to  have  been  the 
agent  in  a  negotiation  fo  humane, 
fo  glorious:  happy  in  having-well 
|erv€d  rhy  country  and  youfs,  this 


day  would  be  the  moft  pieafing,  the 
moft  condoling  of  my  life. 

1  have  the  honour  to  be,  &c,  ; 
(Signed) 

The  Chevalier  D’Ocariz. 


Letter  from  the  Chevalier  d’Ocariz  t9. 
the  French  Minify  er  for  Foreign 
Affairs ,  which  the  National  Convene  . 
tion  ref  fed  to  hear  read ,  till  they 
had  puffed  Sentence  of  Death  on 
Louis  iky  Sixteenth.  v  iz  -  .  ■>- 

fans,  January  1 7,  1 793*  ■ 

The  new  orders  I  have  -received," 
and  the  urgency  of  c-ircufftftances, 
authorize1  me  to  leave  no  means 
untried  of  man; felling  the  extreme 
folicitude  of  his  catholic  majefty, 
refpeding  a  trial  on  the  point  of 
terminating  in  a  manner  fo  fatal  to 
the  head  of  his  family.  I  haften 
therefore  to  repeat  to  you,  in  his 
name,  his  warmeft  in  fiances  and 
moft  ardent  fol^citations  to  the 
French  nation,  and  the  reprefeut-.. 
atives  of  the  nation.  I  truft  that 
the  new  confiderations  which  I 
have  to  fubmit  to  you,  will  appear 
fuch  as  you  ought  not  to  rejedt. 
I  intreat  you  to  communicate  them 
to  the  National  Convention.  I  am 
induced  to  think,  that  the  French 
people,  being  deftined,  both  by 
their  character  and  the  fituation 
of  their  country,  to  maintain  an 
important  ftation  in  Europe,  and 
vaft  foreign  relations,  the  affembly 
of  their  reprefentatives  cannot 
have  entirely  fhut  their  ears  to  all 
the  refiedlions  of  political  pru¬ 
dence,  which  feveral  of  their  mem¬ 
bers  have  prefented  to  them.  "  It  is 
not  for  me  to  add  to  thefe  reflec¬ 
tions.  But,  Sir,  the  Importance  of 
the  caufe,  and  the  intereft  which 
the  king  of  Spain  takes,  and' muff 
take  in  it,  are  fuch,  that"!' hop? 
what  I  do  will  not  be  cli favoured 
by  his  fntjefty,  when  I  intreat  ytnr, 
'  -  ‘  •  -  •  •  -  '  \  in 
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m*  this  letter,  to  obtain  for  rne 
only  time  to  alk  his  intcrpolition 
and  good  offices  to  reftore  [  eace  be¬ 
tween  France  and  the  belligerent 
powers.  If  this  meafure,  at  the 
fame  time  that  it  will  be  ufeful 
to  the  French,  can  foften  and  ame¬ 
liorate  the  deftiny  of  his  unhappy 
relative,  I  am  confident  that  I  may 
expedt  the  approbation  of  his 
majefty,  if  he  can  think  himfelf 
engaged  by  the  manner  in  which 
niy  offer  fliall  be  received,  to  un¬ 
dertake  negotiations,  the  fucceis 
of  which  will  be  for  the  intereffs 
of  humanity.  I  earneftly  delire 
that  the  proportion  I  make  may 
be  accepted ;  and  if  it  Ihould,  I 
alk  no  more  time  than  is  ftridlly 
neceffary  for  a  courier  to  go  and 
return. 

I  have  the  honour,  &c. 

'  (Signed) 

Le  Chevalier  D’Ocariz. 


The  ~  lafi  Will  and  Sentiments  of 

Louis  XXL  written  by  himfelf , 

1  and  read  in  the  Sitting  of  the  Com¬ 
mons  of  Paris ,  Jan.  21,  1793* 

In  the  name  of  the  Moil  Holy 
Trinity,  the  Father,  Son,  and  Holy 
Spirit,  this  day,  the  25th  of  De¬ 
cember,  1792,  I,  Louis  XV I.  of 
the  name,  King  of  France,  being 
confined  for  more  than  four 
months,  with  my  family,  in  the 
Tower  of  the  Temple  at  Paris, 
by  thofe  who  were  my  fubjedls, 
and  deprived,  fincethe  1  ith.  inilant, 
of  all  communication  whatever 
with  my  family;  being  brought, 
moreover,  to  a  trial,  of  which  it 
is  impoffible,  on  account  of  the 
palhons  of  men,  to  forefee  the 
event,  and  for  which  neither  pre¬ 
text  nor  plea  can  be  found  in  any 
£xifting  law ;  having  none,  to  whom 
I  can  have  recourfe,  but  God,  the 
witnefs  of  my  thoughts ;  I 

j  H 
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here  declare,  in  his  prefence,  my 
lafi  will  and  fentiments. 

I  recommend  my  foul  to  God, 
my  Creator  :  I  befeech  him,  in  his 
mercy,  not  to  judge  it  according  to 
its  merits,  but  by  thofe  of  our  Lord 
jefus  C  brill,  who  has  offered 
himfelf  as  A  facrince  to  God,  his 
Father,  for  us  men,  how  unworthy 
foever  we  may  have  been,  and  for 
me,  the  moll  unworthy. 

I  die  in  the  communion  of  our 
holy  mother,  the  catholic,  apo- 
ftolic,  and  Roman  church,  who  de¬ 
rives  her  power,  by  an  uninter¬ 
rupted  fucceffion,  from  St.  Peter, 
to  whom  Jefus  ChrilL  had  entruft- 
ed  it. 

I  firmly  believe  and  profefs 
whatever  is  contained  in  the  creed, 
and  in  the  commandments  of  God  - 
and  the  church,  the  facraments 
and  myfteries  as  now  and  ever 
taught  by  the  catholic  church.  I 
have  never  pretended  to  lit  in  judg, 
ment  upon  the  different  ways  of 
explaining  the  dodtrines  that  have 
divided  the  church  of  Jefus  Chrifl; 
but  I  have  fubmitted,  and  ever 
will  fubmit,  if  God  grant  me  life, 
to  the  deci/ions,  which  the  eccle- 
liaftical  fuperiors,  in  communion 
with  the  holy  catholic  church, 
have  given,  or  may  give,  in  con¬ 
formity  to  the  difcipline  of  the 
church,  as  followed  fince  Jefus 
C  hr  iff.  I  pity,  with  all  my  heart,  rpy 
brethren  that  may  be  in  error:  ^ 
but  I  prefume  not  to  judge  them; 
nor  do  I  love  them  iefs  in  Jefus 
C  hr  iff,  agreeably  to  the  di&ates  of 
Chriftian  charity,  I  befeech  God 
to  pardon  all  my  fins,  I  have  en¬ 
deavoured  to  recollect  them  fern- 
pyloully,  to  deleft  them,  and  to 
humble  myfelf  in  his  light,  De¬ 
prived  of  the  alhltance  of  a  ca¬ 
tholic  prieft,  I  befeech  God  to  re¬ 
ceive  this  confeflion  of  my  fins,  and 
to  look  more  efpecially  upon  my 
deep  contrition  for  having  fet  my 
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name  (although  it  was  again  ft  my 
will)  to  inftrurh'ents  that  may  be 
contrary  to  the  discipline  and  faith 
of  the  catholic  church,  to  which, 
in  my  heart,  I  hav.e  ever  fmcerelv 
y  adhered.  I  pray  God  to  accept 
my  firm  refolution,  to  avail  rnyfelf, 
as  foon  as  poliible,  of  the  miniftrv 
of  a  catholic  prieft,  that  I  may 
confefs  all  my  fins,  and  receive  the 
Sacrament  of  penance. 

I  requeft  all  whom  I  may  have 
inadvertently  offended  (and  I  am 
not  confcious  of  having  inten- 

•  tionally  offended  any  one),  or  thofe 
to  whom  I  may  have  given  any 
bad  example,  to  pardon  the  injury 

4-  -  J  may  have  done  them. 

.1  intreat  all  charitable  perfons 
to  offer  up  their  prayers  with  mine, 
to  obtain  from  God  the  pardon  of 
/.  my  fin's.  '  .  - 

I  forgive,  with  all  my  heart, 
thofe  who  have  become  my  ene¬ 
mies  without  any  provocation  from 
me.  I  befeech  God  to  pardon 
them,  and  thofe  alto  who,  through 
a  falfe  or  mifbaken  zeal,  have  done 
me  great  injury. 

I  pray  God  to  blefs  my  wife 
and  children,  my  filler  and  aunts, 
my  brothers,  and  all  thofe  who 
ire  connected  with  me  by  the  ties 
of  blood  or  other  wife.  1  implore 
God,  more  efpecially,  to  look  with 
an  eye  of  mercy  upon  my  wife,  my 
children,  and  my -lifter,  who  have 
been  fo  long  my  fellow-fufrerers, 
and  to  fnpport  them  by  his  grace,  if 
they  fhoiftd  lofe  me,  as  long  as 
they  continue  in  this  tranfitory 
world.  . 

I  recommend  my  children  to 
my  wife  :  1  have  never  doubted 
her  maternal  tendernefs  ;  1  recom¬ 
mend  to  her,  above  all,  to  make 
them  good  Chriftians  and  virtuous 
members  of  fociety ;  to  teach  them 
o  con fider  the  grandeurs  of  this 
world  (if  they  are  doomed  to  expe¬ 
rience  them)  <is  dangerous  and  per* 

*  ‘  / 


ifliable  enjoyments,  and  to  direct 
their  views  to  eternity,  as  the  only 
Solid  and  permanent  glory.  I  re- 
queft  my  lifter  to  continue  her 
tendernefs  for  mv  children,  and,  if 
they  fhoiftd  have  the  misfortune  to 
lofe  their  mother,  to  be  herfelf  a 
mother  to  them. 


I  intreat  mv  wife  to  forgive  me 


for  all  the  affiidions  which  fhe 
endures  on  my  account,  and  the 
nneafinefs  I  mav  have  given  her 
during  our  union,  as  file  may  be 
certain,  that  I  retain  no  recollec¬ 
tion  of  any  thing  againft  her, 
fliould  fhe  imagine  that  file  has  any 
reafon  for  felf-reproach.  -  ■; 

I  earneftly  recommend  to  my 
children,  next  to  their  duty  to 
God,  which  they  fliould  make  the 
find  objed  of  oonftderation,  to  live 
in  harmony  with  each  other,  to  be 
fubmiliive  and  obedient  to  their 


mother,  and  grateful  to  her  for  all 


the  care  and  trouble  which  fhe  takes 
for  them,  and  in  memory  of  me. 

I  defire  them  to  confider  my 
filler  as  a  fecond  mother. 

I  recommend  to  my  foil,  if  he 
fliould  ever  have  the  misfortune 
to  become  king,  to  confider,  that 
he  mu  ft  devote  himfelf  entirely  to 
the  happinefs  of  his  fellow-citizens; 
that  he  ought  to  forget  all  enmity 
and  refentment,  and  particularly 
whatever  has  any  relation  to  my 
misfortunes  and  fufferings ;  to  re* 
collect*  that  he  cannot  promote 
the  welfare  of  the  people  but  by 
reigning  according  to  law :  but 
to  confider,  at  the  fame  time, 
that  a  king  cannot  make  the  law 
refpected,  nor  do  the  good  he  me¬ 
ditates,  but  in  proportion  as  he 
has  the  neceftarv  authority ;  and 
that  when  this  is  wanting,  he  is 
o b ft r lifted  in  his  meafures  ;  he  is 
incapable  of  infpiring  refpedt;  and 
is,  confequently,  more  detrimental 
than  ii  fefi.il. 

I  recommend  to  my  fon  to  pro- 
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ide  for  all  the  perfons  who  were 
aithful  to  me,  as  far  as  his  future 
fuation  may  permit  him ;  to  re¬ 
member,  that  this  is  a  facred  debt 
/hich  I  have  contracted  to  the 
hildren  or  relations  of  thofe  who 
lave  perihied  on  my  account,  and, 
n  the  next  place,  of  thofe  who, 
in  the  fame  account,  are  unfortu- 
late, 

I  know  that  there  are  many  per- 
ons,  once  attached  to  me,  who 
lave  not  behaved  to  me  as  they 
night  to  have  done,  and  have  even 
idled  with  ingratitude  :  but  I  for¬ 
give  them  (often,  in  moments  of 
inxiety  and  agitation,  we  are  not 
nailers  of  ourfelves)  ;  and  I  defire 
ny  fon,  if  the  opportunity  fliould 
iccur.  to  remember  nothing  but 
heir  misfortunes. 

I  wifh  it  were  in  my  power  to 
?xprefs  my  gratitude  to  thofe  who 
lave  given  me  proofs  of  a  fincere 
ind  diiinterefted  attachment.  If  I 
lave  been  fenfibly  affeCted  by  the 
lainful  ingratitude  of  fome,  whom 
1  had  diftinpuilhed,  with  their  re- 
Nations  or  friends,  by  repeated  fa¬ 
vours,  I  have  had  the  confolation, 
fowever,  of  feeing  the  fpontaneous 
md  diiinterefted  affeCtion  and  fym- 
pathy  which  many  others  have 
winced,  I  requeft  them  all  to  re¬ 
serve  my  thanks.  In  the  prefent 
fituation  of  affairs,  I  fliould  be 
ipprehenfive  for  their  fafety,  were 
l  to  be  more  explicit;  but  I  parti¬ 
cularly  recommend  to  my  fon,  to 
leek  every  opportunity  in  his  power 
■O  acknowledge  their  fervices. 

I  think,  however,  that  1  llionld 
io  injuftice  to  the  fentiments  of  the 
nation,  were  I  not  expref  ly  to  re¬ 
commend  to  my  fon,  Me  incurs 
c  ham  illy  and  Hue,  whofe  fincere 
itfedfion  induced  them  to  fhut 
diemfelves  up  with  me  in  this  dif- 
tnal  abode,  and  who  had  like  to  have 
(alien  the  unhappy  vidimus  of  this 
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generous  adl.  I  recommend  Clery 
alfo  to  my  fon,  being  perfectly  fa- 
tisfied  with  his  fervices  ever  fince 
he  has  been  with  me.  As  he  was 
the  perfon  who  continued  with  me 
to  tire  haft,  I  requeft  the  gentlemen, 
of  the  commons  to  deliver  to 
him  my  wearing-apparel,  books, 
watch,  purfe,  and  other  little  ef¬ 
fects  which  have  been  depofited  in 
the  council  of  the  commons. 

I  freely  forgive  thofe  who  guard¬ 
ed  me,  for  the  ill  treatment  and 
coercion  they  have  thought  it  their 
duty  to  exercife  toward  me.  I  have 
found  fome  fufceptible  and  com- 
paffionate  minds :  may  they  have 
the  heart-felt  enjoyment  of  that 
tranquillity,  which  their  way  of 
thinking  mu  ft  afford. 

I  requeft  Mefficurs  Malelherbes, 
Troncbet,  and  Defeze  to  accept 
my  warmeft  thanks,  all  the  expref- 
fion  of  my  fenfibility,  foi-  the  care 
and  trouble  they  have  taken  in  my 
defence. 

I  conclude,  by  declaring  before 
God,  and  ready  to  appear  in  his 
prefence,  that  I  am  not  confcious 
of  any  of  the  crimes  of  which  X 
am  accufed. 

/  Louis. 

In  the  Tower  of  the  Temple 
at  Paris,  Dec.  25,  1792. 


Declaration  of  TVar ,  by  the  French 
National  Convention ,  againjl  Eng¬ 
land  and  Holland ,  Feb.  1. 

The  National  Convention,  after 
having  heard  the  report  of  their 
committee  of  general  defence,  on 
the  conduct  of  the  Englifii  govern¬ 
ment  ; 

Confidering  that  the  king  of 
England-  has  perfifted,  efpeciaily 
fince  the  revolution  of  the  10th  of 
Auguft  1792,  to  give  proofs  of  his 
being  ill-difpofed  toward  the  French 

nation, 
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nation,  and  of  his  attachment  to  the 
coalition  of  crowned  heads ; 

That  at  the  period  aforefaid,  he 
ordered  his  ambaffador  at  Paris  to 
withdraw,  becaufe  he  would  not  ac¬ 
knowledge  the  proviiional  execu¬ 
tive  council,  created  by  the  legiha- 
tive  afTembly ; 

That  the  cabinet  of  St.  James’ 
has  ceafed,  fince  the  fame  period, 
to  correfpond  with  the  French  am- 
baffador  at  London,  on  pretext  of 
the'  fufpenfion  of  the  heretofore 
king  of  the  French ; 

That,  fince  the  opening  of  the 
nationaKconvention,  it  has  refufed 
to  refume  the  ufual  correfpondence 
between  the  two  dates,  and  to  ac¬ 
knowledge  the  powers'of  this  con¬ 
tention  ; 

That  it  has  1  fufed  to  acknow¬ 
ledge  the  ambaffador  of  the  French 
republic,  although  provided  with 
letters  of  credence  in  its  name; 

That  it  has  endeavoured  to  im¬ 
pede  the  different  purchafes  of 
corn,  arms,  and  other  commodities 
ordered  in  England,  either  by 
French  citizens  or  the  agents  of  the 
republic ; 

That  it  has  can  fed  to  be  Hopped 
feveral  boats  and  fliins  laden  with 
grain  for  France,  contrary  to  the 
treaty  of  1786,  while  exportation 
to  other  foreign  countries  was  free  ; 

That  in  order  Hill  more  elFec- 
tuaily  to  obffrucff  the  commercial 
operations  of  the  republic  in  Eng¬ 
land,  it  obtained  an  adt  of  parli¬ 
ament  prohibiting  the  circulation 
of  affignats  ;  . 

That  in  violation  of  the  fourth 
article  of  the  treaty  of  1789,  it  ob¬ 
tained  another  aft,  in  the  month  of 
January 1  laft,  which  fubjedts  ail 
French  citizens,  'rending  in,  or 
coming  into  England,  to  the  moil 
inquifitorial,  vexatious,  and  dan¬ 
gerous  forms  ; 

That,  at  the  fame  time,  and 
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contrary  to  the  firff  article  of  thfe 
peace  of  1 783,  it  granted  protection 
and  pecuniary  aid  not  only  to  the 
emigrants,  but  even  to  the  chiefs 
of  the  rebels,  who  have  already 
fought  ag&inft  France  ;  that  it  has 
maintained  with  them  a  daily  cor¬ 
refpondence,  evidently  directed  a- 
gain  ft  the  French  revolution  ;  that 
it  has  alfo  received  the  chiefs  of  the 
rebels  of  the  French  Weft  India, 
colonies ; 

That,  in  the  fame  fpirit,  with¬ 
out  any  provocation,  and  when  all 
the  maritime  powers  are  at  peace 
with  England,  the  cabinet  of  St.. 
Tames’  has  ordered,  a  conffderabje 
naval  armament,  and  an  augmen¬ 
tation  of  the  land  force  ; 

That  this  armament  was  or¬ 
dered  at  a  moment  when  the  Eng- 
li fli  miniffer  was  bitterly  perfe- 
cuting  thole  who  fupported  the 
principles  of  the  French  revolution 
in  England,  and  was  employing  all 
poffible  means,  both  in  parliament 
and  out  of  it,  to  cover  the  French 
y  republic  with  ignominy,  and  to 
draw  upon  it  the  execration  of  the 
Englifh  nation,  and  of  all  Europe ;  ! 

That  the  objedt  of  this  arm  a*  : 
ment,  intended  againft  France,  wai  j 
not  even  difguifed  in  the  Englifh 
parliament ; 

That  although  the  provifiona! 
executive  council  of  France  hail 
employed  every  meafiire  for  pre 
ferving  peace  and  fraternity  with  I 
the  Englifh  nation,  and  has  replied 
to  calumnies  and  violation  of  trea^ 
ties,  only  by  remonftrances  founded; ; 
on  the  principles  of  jufiice,  and  exl 
preffeu  with  the  dignity  of  fret.  | 
men,  the  Englifh  miniffer  has  per 
fevered  in  his  fyftem  of  malevo¬ 
lence  and  hoffilitv,  continued  the 
armaments,  and  lent  a  iquadronj 
to  the  Scheldt,  to  diffurb  the  opera' 
tions  of  the  French  in  Belgium1; 

Thau  on  the  news,  oTthe;e^ej 

’  cutioi : 
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.tj.on  of  Louis,  he  earned  his  oul- 
ges  to  the  French  republic  to  fuch 
length,  as  to  order  the  ambafla- 
►r  of  France  to  quit  the  Britifh 
rritory  within  eight  days ; 

That  the  king  of  England  has 
anifefted  his  attachment  to  the 
ufe  of  that  traitor,  and  his  defign 
fup'porting  it,  by  different  refo- 
tions  adopted  at  the  moment  of 
s  death,  both  by  nominating  ge- 
jrals  of  his  land  army,  and  by  ap- 
ying  to  parliament  for  a  conftder- 
>le  addition  of  land  and  fea  forces, 
d  putting  fhips  of  war  in  com- 
iffion ; 

That  his  fecret  coalition  with 
e  enemies  of  France,  and  parti- 
larly  with  the  emperor  and  Pruf- 
,  is  confirmed  by  a  treaty  con- 
jded  with  the  fir  ft  in  the  month 
January ;  that  he  has  drawn  into 
e  fame  coalition  the  ftadtholder 
Holland ;  that  that  prince,  whofe 
rvile  obfequipufnefs  to  the  or- 
rs  of  the  courts  of  St.  James’  and 
fflin  is  but  too  well  known,  has, 
the  courfe  of  the  French  revo- 
tion,and  notwithfianding  the  neu- 
ility  which  he  profeffed,  treated 
ith  diflain  the  agents  of  France, 
ceived  the  emigrants,  harafTed 
e  French  patriots,  counteracted 
eir  operations,  releafed,  in  op¬ 
inion  to  eftablifhed  ufage,  and 
Jtwithftandirig  the  demand  of  the 
■each  min  iifer,  perfons  who  had 
■en  guilty  of  forging  affignars ; 
at,  iii  the  mean  time,  with  a  view 
concur  in  the  hoftile  deiigns  of 
e  court  of  London,  he  gave  or- 
rs  for  a  naval  armament,  narffed 
1  admiral,  appointed  Dutch  Blips 
join  the  Englifli  fleet,  opened  a 
in  to  defray  the  expences  of  the 
lr)  put  a  flop  to  exportations  to 
'ance,  while  he  favoured  fending 
pplies  of  provifion  to  the  Pruf- 
u  and  Auflrian  magazines  :s 
Confidering,  in  hue,  that  all 


thefe  circumflances  no  longer  leave  - 
to  the  French  republic  any  hope  of 
obtaining  by  means  of  amicable  ne¬ 
gotiation  the  redrefs  of  their  griev¬ 
ances,  and  that  all  the  a£ls  of  the 
Britifh  court,  and -of  the  ftadtholder 
of  the  United  Provinces,  are  a<fls  of 
hoftility,  equivalent  to  a  declara¬ 
tion  of  war,  the  national  conven¬ 
tion  decrees  as  follows : 

Article  I.  The  national  conven¬ 
tion  declares,  in  the  name  of  the 
French  nation,  that,  confidering  the 
multiplied  aCts  of  hoftility  and  ag- 
grefiion  of  the  above-mentioned 
powers,  the  French  nation  is  at  war 
with  the  king  of  England  and  the 
ftadtholder  of  the  United  Pro¬ 
vinces. 

II.  The  national  convention 
charges  the  proviftonal  executive 
council  to  call  forth  fuch  forces  as 
may  appear  to  them  neceffary  for 
repelling  their  aggreffion,  and  for 
maintaining  the  independence,  the 
dignity,  and  the  interefts  of  the 
French  republic. 

III.  The  national  convention  au¬ 
thorizes  the  proviftonal  executive 
council  to  difpofe  of  the  naval 
forces  of  the  republic  in  fuch  a 
manner  as  the  interefts  of  the  ftate 
may  appear  *fo  them  to  require  ; 
and  it  revokes  all  particular  difpo- 
fitions  ordered  in  this  refpeeft  by 
preceding  decrees/ 


Proclamation  hy  the  P  ref  dent  of  the 

United  States  of  America,  April  22. 

Whereas  .  it  appears,  that  a  ftate 
of  war  exifts  between  Auftria, 
Pruflia,  Sardinia,  Great  Britain, 
and  the  United  Netherlands,  of  the 
one  part,  and  France  on  the  other ; 
and  the  duty  and  intereft  of  the 
United  States  require,  that  they 
fliould  with  fincerity  and  good  faith 
adopt  and  purfue'a  conduct  friendly 
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and  impartial  towards  the  bellige¬ 
rent  powers  : 

I  have  therefore  thought  ijt,  by 
thefe  prefents,  to  declare,  the  dif- 
pofitkm  of  the  United  States  to 
obferve  the  conduct  a  ford  aid  to¬ 
wards  thofe  powers  refpedlively  ; 
and  to  exhort  and  warn  the  citi¬ 
zens  of  the  United  States  care¬ 
fully  to  avoid  all  acts  and  proceed¬ 
ings  whatfoever,  which  may  in  any 
manner  tend  to  contravene  fuch 
difpofition. 

And  I  do  hereby  alfo  make 
known,  that  whofoever  of  the  citi¬ 
zens  of  the  United  States  fliail  ren¬ 
der  himfelf  liable  to  punishment  or 
forfeiture  under  the  law  of  nations, 
by  committing,  aiding,  or  abetting 
hoftilities  againft:  any  of  the  faid 
powers,  or  by  carrying  to  any  of 
them  thofe  articles  which  are  deem¬ 
ed  contraband  by  the  modern ufage 
of  nations,  will  not  receive  the  pro . 
teftion  of  the  United  States  againft 
fuch  punifhment  or  forfeiture  ;  and 
further,  that  I  have  given  in  ft  ruc¬ 
tions  to  thofe  officers  to  whom  it 
belongs,  to  caufe  prcfecutions  to 
be  inftituted  againft  ail  nerfons  who 
Khali,  within  the  cognizance  of  the 
courts  of  the  United  States,  violate 
the  law  of  nations,  with  refpeft  to 
the  powers  at  war,  or  any  of  them. 

In  teftimonv  whereof  I  have 

j 

caufed  the  leal  of  the  United 
States  of  America  to  be  affixed 
to  thefe  prefents,  and  figned 
the  fame  with  ray  hand.  Done 
at  the  city  of  Philadelphia, 
the  twenty  -  fecond  day  of  April, 
one  thoufand  (even  hundred 
and  ninety -three,  and  of  the 
Independence  of  the  United 
States  of  America,  the  feven- 
teenth, 

G.  Washington.  (L.  S.) 

By  the  Prefident, 

Tko.  Jefferson. 


PAPERS. 

Letter  from  Citizen  Genet ,  Minifle i 
Plenipotentiary  from  the  French  Re 
public ,  to  George  Wq/kington ,  Pre 
fidcut  of  the  United  States  ofAme 
rica ,  Augujl  1 3 . 

' 

O  • 

blY,  -  v, ; 

r  v  ’  ,  .  4  ’  \  s  r  J 

Intrufted  in  this  part  of  the  worlJ 
with  the  interefts  and  rights  of  th 
French  people,,  as  you  are  wit! 
thofe  of  the  citizens  of  America, 
havefworn  to  my  country,  and  ini 
pofed  it  as  a  facred  duty  on  myfeli. 
never  to  permit  private  confidera 
tions  or  other  motives  foreign  frqr 
the  general  weal,  to  impede  me  i! 
what  I  conceive  the  line  of  duty 
My  conduct  has'  accordingly  bee 
marked  with  all  the  energy  an 
franknefs,  which  ever  charadferiz 
a  true  Republican.  To  you  atom 
through  the  fecretary  of  Bate,  ha'. 
I  complained  of  the  principles  yc 
Have  adopted,  and  remonftraffj 
againft  decifions  which  have  refulte 
therefrom.  To  you  alpne  have 
declared  that  the  federal  goverj1 
ment,  far  from  maniteftiiig  any  r 
gard  Tor  our  generous  condu 
towards  this  country — for  the  ne 
advantages. which  we  were  offerii 
to  her  commerce,  or  for  the  reite 
ated  demonftrations  of  our  real  ai 
difinte  relied  Triencfhip,  were  fao 
ficing  cur  interefts  to.  thofe  of  0 
enemies,  by  their  interpretation  j 
the  treaties  which  ex  ill  between  1 
To  you  have  I  reprefen  ted,  witho 
referve,  that  this  condudf  did  y 
appear  to  correspond  w ith  the  vie 
of  the  people  of  America,  with  th 
deftre  to  obferve  with  fidelity  th 
public  engagements,  or  with  th 
affectionate  regard  for  the  c^ufe 
liberty,  upon  which  thep*  .very -e 
i  {fence  and  profperity  depei 
Certain  decifions  of  your  tribuip 
and  verdibls  of  your  juries,  adt 
to  the  Sentiments  of  yqur^/ef}1 

citize 
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liens, ’  pub.ic'y  expreffed,  might 
•m it  me  without  a  crime  to  draw 
s  inference. 

Neverthelefs  certain  perfons,  ac- 
ited  by  views  which  time  will 
relope,  defpairing  to  attack  my 
nciples,  have  deicended  to  perfon- 
abufe,  in  hopes  of  withdrawing 
mi  me  that  efteem  which  the 
blic  feel  and  avow  for  the  re- 
dentative  of  the  French  Repub- 
,  They  publifh,  with  great 
rmth,  that  I  have  infulted  you, 
d  that  I  have  threatened  you 
th  an  appeal  to  tl^e  people  ;  as  if 
u  would  permit  any  one  with 
punity  to  treat  you  withdifrefpeff; 

,  as  if  the  flighted  hint  of  an  ap- 
al,  which  a  magiftrate  deferving 
his  high  office  ihqukl  ardently 
lire,  were  to  you  the  greatefi  of¬ 
fice  I  could  offer. 

It  is  become  neceflary,  Sir,  to 
flipate  thefe  dark  calumnies  by 
uth  and  publicity.  I  dare  there- 
re  expeft  from  your  candour  and 
•obity  an  explicit  declaration,  that 
I  have  never  intimated  to  you 
1  intention  of  appealing  to  the 
iblic ;  that  it  is  not  true  that  a 
Iference  in  political  fentiments 
is  ever  betrayed  me  to  forget 
hat  was  due  to  your  character, 
r  to  the  exalted  reputation  you 

ad  acquired  by  humbling  a - , 

gain  ft  whom  you  fought  in  the 
aufe  of  liberty.”  A  publication 
f  your  anfwer  will  be  the  only 
eply  which  fliall  be  given  to  thofe 
arty-men,  who  never  fail  to  con- 
lund  the  individual  with  affairs  of 
'ate,  which  they  too  often  make 
fe  of  as  a  pretext  for  their  zeal, 
nd  a  reafon  fordaftardiy  appearing 
nder  anonymous  fignatures. 

As  to  myfelf,  J  have  always 
•penly  declared  what  I  thought, 
nd  figned  what  I  had  written  ;  and 
f  others  have  fuppofed  they  could 
dvance  my  views  by  newfpaper 
Publications  and  p  graphs,  they 


PAPERS. 


(io9) 


are  much  deceived.  A  good  cauffe 
needs  no  adyocate.  Time  and  ] 
truth  wiil  make  it  triumph,  in 
fpite  of  its  implacable  enemies,  and 
the  prefent  cold  indifference  of 
forr.e  who  were  its  ancient  friends. 

I  have  the  honour  to  be,  See. 

Genet. 

THE  ANSWER. 

Philadelphia,  Augufi  16,  1793. 

Sir, 

The  President  of  the  United 
States  has  received  the  letter  which 
you  add  rented  to  him  from  New 
York,  on  the  13  th  in  Rant ;  and  I 
am  deiired  to  obferve  to  you,  that 
it  is  not  the  eftablifhed  courfe  for 
the  diplomatic  characters  reftding 
here,  to  have  any  direct  correfpon- 
dence  with  him.  The  fecretary  of 
Rate  is  the  organ  through  which 
their  communications  fhonld  pafs. 

The  Prefident  does  riot  con¬ 
ceive  it  to  be  within  the  line  of. 
propriety  or  duty  for  him  to  bear 
evidence  again  ft  a  declaration, 
which,  whether  made  to  him  or 
ethers,  is  perhaps  immaterial ;  he 
therefore  declines  interfering  in  the 
cafe. 

I  have  the  honour  to  be,  Sec. 

(Signed) 

Tho.  Jefferson. 

To  the  minifler  plenipotentiary 

of  the  republic  of  France. 


Letters  Patent  iffued  by  the  Prefident 
of  the  United  States ,  dif miffing 
Citizen  D ufa'ine ,  Uice  Conful  of 
France ,  Obi.  10.  > 

George  Wafhington,  Prefident  of 
the"  United  States  of  America, 
to  all  whom  it  may  concern. 

The  Sieur  Antoine  Charbonefc 
Duplaine  heretofore  having  pro¬ 
duced  to  me  his  commifhon  as  vice- 
c on fel  for  the  republic  of  France, 
within  the  Rates  of  New  Hamp- 
fhire,  Maffachufets,  and  Rhode- 
Xiland,  and  having  thereon  received 

from 
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firpm  me  an  exequatur,  bearing 
date  the  5th  day  of  June,  1793, 
recognizing  him  as  fuch,  and  declar¬ 
ing  him  free  to  exercife  and  enjoy 
fuch  functions,  powers,  and  privi¬ 
leges,  as  are  allowed  to  vice-con- 
jfuls  of  the  French  republic  by  the 
laws,  treaties,  and  conventions  in 
that  cafe  made  and  provided  ;  and 
the  faid  Sieur  Duplaine  having,  un¬ 
der  colour  of  his  faid  office,  com¬ 
mitted  fundry  encroachments  and 
infradlions  of  the  law  of  the  land, 
and  particularly  having  caufed  a 
veiTel  to  be  refcued  with  an  armed 
force  out  of  the  cuflody  of  an 
officer  of  juflice  who  had  ar  re  lied 
the  fame  by  procefs  from  his  court; 
and  it  being  therefore  no  longer  fit, 
nor  confiftent  with  the  refpedl  and 
obedience  due  to  the  laws,  that  the 
Sieur  Duplaine  fliould  he  permitted 
to  continue  in  the  exercife  and  en¬ 
joyment  of  the  faid  fundtions,  pri¬ 
vileges,  and  powers;  thefeare  there¬ 
fore  to  declare,  that  I  do  no  longer 
recognize  the  faid  Antoine  Char- 
bonet  Duplaine  as  vice-conful  of 
the  republic  of  France  in  any  part 
of  thefe  United  States,  or  permit 
him  to  exercife  or  enjoy  any  of  the 
fundtions,  powers,  or  privileges 
allowed  to  the  vice-confuls  of  that 
nation;  and  that  I  do  hereby  wholly 
revoke  and  annul  the  faid  exequatur 
heretofore  given,  and  do  declare  the 
fame  to  be  abfolutely  null  and  void, 
from  this  day  forward. 

In  teftimony  whereof  I  have 
-caufed  thefe  letters  to  be  made  pa¬ 
tent,  and  the  feai  of  the  United 
States  of  America  to  be  hereunto 
affixed. 

Given  under  my  hand  this  10th 
day  of  Odtober,  in  the  year  of 
our  Lord  1793,  and  of  the  Inde¬ 
pendence  of  the  United  States  of 
America,  the  eighteenth. 

G  eorge  Washington. 
By  the  Prefident, 

Tho.  Jefferson, 


Letter  from  Citizen  Genet,  Minijle 
Plenipotentiary  of  the  French  Re 
public ,  to  Mr.  Jejferfon ,  Secrctar 
of  State . 

New -York,  Off.  27,  1793,  j 
Second  Year  of  the  French  Republic!: 

I  have  juft  received,  togethe 
with  your  letter  of  the  3d  inftant 
the  difmiffion  of  citizen  Duplaine 
vice-conful  at  Bolton,  and  I  haftej 
to  declare  to  you,  that  I  do  not  ac 
knowledge  its  validity,  becaufe  thj 
conftitution  of  the  United  State 
has  not  given  the  Prefident  th 
right  which  he  now  appears  de 
firous  to  exercife.  It  has  im 
powered  him,  as  flrft  minifle 
of  the  American  people,  to  ad 
mit  and  to  receive  the  Tninifters  0 
foreign  nations,  fent  to  the  grea 
American  confederation,  and  thei 
confulary  agents,  diftributed  to  th 
particular  States  ;  but  in  confidin; 
to  him  this  official  function,  it  ha 
not  given  him  the  power  of  dif 
charging  them,  to  fend  them  awa\ 
or  to  fufpend  them  when  once  the 
have  been  admitted.  Such  an  au 
thority  cannot  be  exerted,  fir,  bu 
by  the  fovereign  of  the  agent,  0 
bv  the  one  to  which  he  is  fent.  O: 
the  part  of  their  own  foveieigr 
their  recall  can  only  be  the  obje*1 
of  his  particular  will,  or  a  conft 
quence  of  negotiations  begun  wit 
him  for  that  objedt.  On  the  pai 
of  the  fovereign  to  whom  he  : 
fent,  a  difmiffion  can  be  the  refu. 
only  of  an  adt  of  regular  juflice,  c 
of  an  arbitrary  adt.  If  it  is  a  m 
tional  adt  of  juflice,  the  fovereig 
fliould  be  furnifhed  with  every  poi 
fible  light  upon  fo  important  a 
objedl,  that  he  may  be  enabled  t 
prove  to  the  foreign  fovereign,  th; 
liis  minifler  was  unworthy  of  h 
confidence  and  that  the  difmiffio 
or  fufpenfion  was  Indifpenfabl 
If  it  is  an  adt  merely  arbitrary,  it 
among  the  clafsof  adts  of  aggreffioi 
and  becomes  a  caufe  of  war;  ar 

)c 
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you  know,  Sir,  that  in  this  refpe<d 

the  conflitution  of  the  United  States 

has  referved  to  the  representatives 

of  the  people  the  right  of  declaring 

it.  I  do  not  recolledt  what  the 

worm-eaten  writings  of  Grotius, 

Puffendorf*  and  Vattel  fav  on  this 
*  * 

fubjedl — I  thank  God  I  have  for- 
got  what  thefe  hired  jurifprudifts 
have  written  upon  the  rights  of 
nations,  at  a  period  when  they 
were  all  enchained.  But  the  fun¬ 
damental  points  of  your  liberty,  and 
our  own,  are  engraven  in  my  me¬ 
mory  in  characters  not  to  be  ef¬ 
faced,  and  the  rights  of  man  are 
enclofed  in  my  bread  with  the 
fource  of  life.  I  have  inceflantly 
before  my  eyes  your  conflitution, 
and  our  own,  and  -it  is  becaufe  I 
fully  feel  the  juft  and  wife  inten¬ 
tions  of  thofe  who  founded  them, 
that  I  demand  of  you,  Sir,  to  aik 
the  Prefident  of  the  United  States 
to  procure  an  examination,  by- 
the  legifiature  reprefenting  the 
fovereign  people  of  Mafiachudets, 
of  the  conduSl  of  citizen  Duplaine, 
in  the  fame  manner  as  I  have  de¬ 
manded  an  examination  of  my  own 
in  the  enfuing  congrefs. 

In  governments  like  ours,  poli¬ 
tical  affairs  can  only  be  judged  by 
political  bodies :  and  "if  the  vice- 
consul  Duplaine  has  infringed  the 
particular  laws  of  Madachul'ets, 
or  the  general  laws  of  the  union, 
which  that  government  is  bound 
to  fupport ;  to  that  date  the  cog¬ 
nizance  of  a  crime  againd  the  ma- 
jedy  of  the  nation  belongs,  in  the 
fird  indance ;  and  it  is  for  her  offi¬ 
cers  to  announce  it  to  the  federal 
government,  in  order  that  the  fo¬ 
reign  agent,  found  to  have  violated 
ithe  laws  of  the  country,  may  re¬ 
ceive  punifhment  from  his  Sove¬ 
reign,  if  he  merits  it.  I  infid 
With  the  more  confidence  upon 
this  dep,  Sir,  as  the  attorney  for 
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the  didricd  of  Bodon  made  three 
efforts  to  procure  a  bill  to  be  found 
at  the  circuit  court  againd  citizen 
Duplaine,  and  three  times  a  po¬ 
pular  and  virtuous  jury  threw  out 
his  complaint,  and  this  vice-con- 
ful  was  finally  acquitted  in  the 
mod  honourable  manner. — How 
could,  in  faCl,  any  room  for  accu- 
fation  againd  him  be  found,  lince 
he  only  adted  in  conformity  to  the 
treaties,  to  his  indru&ions,  to  the 
decifions  of  the  federal  government, 
communicated  to  all  the  dates, 
which  even  trud  to  the  care  of  the 
French  confuls  the  prizes  fuppofed 
to  be  made  within  the  jurifdi£fion 
of  the  United  States,  and  as  he 
proved  incontedably,  that  he  never 
had  any  intention  of  redding,  by 
force,  the  orders  intimated  to  him 
by  judicial  authority,  although  they 
were  contrary  to  the  political  rights 
of  the  French  nation  ? 

Genet, 


Speech  of  George  lUafibigion^  P 'ref  dent 
of  the  United  States  of  America ,  to 
both  Houfes  of  Congrefs ,  Dec.  5, 

1793' 

Fellow  citizens  of  the  fenate, 
and  of  the  houfe  of  repre¬ 
fentatives, 

Since  the  commencement  of 
the  term  for  which  I  have  been 
again  called  into  office,  no  fit  occa- 
fion  has  arifen  for  expreffing  to  my 
fellow-citizens  at  large  the  deep 
and  refpecdful  fenfe  which  I  feel  of 
the  renewed  tedimony  of  public 
approbation.  While,  on  thq  one 
hand,  it  awakened  my  gratitude 
for  all  thofe  indances  of  affieftionate 
partiality  with  which  I  have  been 
honoured  by  my  country;  on  th6 
other,  it  could  not  prevent  an  earned 
wifh  for  that  retirement,  from  which 

HQ 
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no  private  confideration  Hiould  ever 
have  tom  me.  But  influenced  by 
the  belief,  that  my  conduCt  would 
be  eflimated  according  to  its  real 
motives;  and  that  the  people,  and 
the  authorities  derived  from  them, 
would  fupport  exertions  having  no¬ 
thing  perfonal  for  their  object,  I 
have  obeyed  the  fuffrage  which 
commanded  me  to  refume  the  exe¬ 
cutive  power;  and  I  humbly  im¬ 
plore  that  Being,  on  whofe  will  the 
fate  of  nations  depends*  to  crown 
with  fuccefs  our  mutual  endeavours 
for  the  general  happinefs. 

As  foon  as  the  war  in  Europe 
had  engaged  thofe  powers  with 
whom  the  United  States  have  the 
molt  extenfive  relations,  there  was 
reafon  to  apprehend  that  our  inter- 
courfe  with  them  might  be  inter¬ 
rupted,  and  our  difpofition  for 
peace  drawn  into  queftion,  by  the 
fufpicions  too  often  entertained  by 
belligerent  nations.  It  feemed  there¬ 
fore  to  be  my  duty,  to  admonifh  our 
•  citizens  of  the  confequences  of  a 
contraband  trade,  and  of  hoftile 
a&s  to  any  of  the  parties;  and  to 
obtain,  by  a  declaration  of  the  ex¬ 
uding  legal  (late  of  things,  an  eafier 
admiffion  of  our  right  to  the  immu¬ 
nities  belonging  to  our  fituation. 
Under  thefe  impreffions,  the  procla¬ 
mation,  which  will  be  laid  before 
VQu,  was  i (Tiled. 

In  this  pofture  of  affairs,  both 
new  and  delicate,  I  refolved  to  adopt 
general  rules,  which  fliould  con¬ 
form  to  the  treaties,  and  affert  the 
privileges  of  the  United  States. 
Thefe  were  reduced  into  a  fyflem 
which  will  be  communicated  to 
you.  Although  I  have  not  thought 
myfelf  at  liberty  to  forbid  the  Sale 
of  the  prizes,  permitted,  by  our  trea¬ 
ty  of  commerce  with  France,  to  be 
brought  into  our  ports;  I  have  not 
refufed  to  caufe  them  to  be  reftored, 
when  they  were  taken  within  the 
protection  of  our  territory,  or  by 


veffels  commifiioned,  or  equipped 
in  a  warlike  form,  within  the  limits 
of  the  United  States. 

It  refls  with  the  wifdom  of 
Congrefs,  to  correCl,  improve,  or 
inforce  this  plan  of  procedure;  and 
it  will  probably  be  found  expedi¬ 
ent  to  extend  the  legal  code,  and  the 
jurifdiftion  of  the  courts  of  the 
United  States,  to  many  cafes,  which, 
though  dependent  on  principles  al-  . 
ready  recognized,  demand  fome  fur¬ 
ther  provifions. 

When  individuals  Ihall,  with¬ 
in  the  United  States,  array  them- 
felves  in  hoftility  againfl  any  of  the 
powers  at  war,  or  enter  upon  mili¬ 
tary  expeditions  or  enterprifes  with¬ 
in  the  jurifdidtion  of  the  United 
States,  or  nfurp  and  exercife  ju¬ 
dicial  authority  within  the  United 
States ;  or  where  the  penalties  or 
violations  of  the  law  of  nations  may 
have  been  indiftincf ly  marked,  or 
are  inadequate,  thefe  offences  can¬ 
not  receive  too  early  and  clofe  an 
attention,  and  require  prompt  and 
decifive  remedies. 

^Whatever  thofe  remedies  may 
be,  they  will  be  well  adminiflered 
by  the  judiciary,  who  poffefs  a  long 
ellabliiTied  courfe  of  inveftigation, 
effectual  procefs,  and  officers  in  the 
habit  of  executing  it. 

In  like  manner,  as  feveral  of 
the  courts  have  doubted,  under 
particular  circumflances,  their  pow¬ 
er  to  liberate  the  veffels  of  a  nation 
at  peace,  and  even  of  a  citizen  of 
the  United  States,  although  feized 
under  a  faife  colour  of  being  hoftile 
property;  and .  have  denied  their 
power  to  liberate  certain  captures 
within  the  protection  of  our  terri¬ 
tory;  it  would  feem  proper  to  re¬ 
gulate  their  jurifdiCtion  in  thefe 
points.  But  if  the  executive  is  to 
be  the  refort  in  either  of  the  two 
lafr  mentioned  cafes,  it  is  hoped 
that  he  will  be  authorized  by  law, 
to  have  faCts  ascertained  by  the  - 

courts,, 
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courts,  when,  for  his  own  informa¬ 
tion  he  (hall  requefi  it. 

u  i  cannot  recommend  to  your 
notice  meafures  for  the  fulfilment 
of  our  duties  to  the  reft  of  the  world, 
without  again  prefting  upon  you  the 
neCeffity  of  placing  ourfelves  in 
a  condition  of  complete  defence, 
and  of  exa&ing  from  them  the 
fulfilment  of  their  duties  toward  us. 
The  United  States  ought  not  to  in¬ 
dulge  a  perfuaflon,  that,  contrary 
to  the  order  of  human  events,  they 
will  for  ever  keep  at  diftance  thofe 
painful  appeals  to  arms,-  with  which 
the  hi Itory  of  every  other  nation 
abounds.  There  is  a  rank  due  to 
the  United  States  among  nations, 
which  will  be  withheld,  if  not  ab- 
folutely  loft,  by  the  reputation  of 
w'eaknefs.  If  we  deft  re  to  avoid 
infult,  we  muft  be  able  to  repel  it; 
if  we  defire  to  fecure  peace,  one  of 
[he  m oft  powerful  inftruments  of 
our  riling  profperity,  it  muft  be 
known  that  we  are  at  all  tim«6  ready 
for  war.  The  documents  which 
will  be  prefented  to  you  will  fhew 
the  amount  and  kinds  of  arms  and 
military  ftores  now  in r  our  maga¬ 
zines  and  arfenals ;  and  yet  an  addi¬ 
tion  even  to  thefe  fupplies  cannot 
with  prudence  be  neglefted,  as  it 
would  lea  ve  nothing  to  t  he  u  nc  ertai  n  - 
ty  of  procuring  a  warlike  appara¬ 
tus  in  the  moment  of  public  danger. 

u  Nor  can  fuch  arrangements, 
with  fuch  objects,  be  expofed  to  the 
cenfure  or  jeaioufy  of  the  warmed 
friends  of  republican  government, 
’fhey  are  incapable  of  abufe  in  the 
Hands  of  the  militia,  who  ought  to 
pofTefs  a  pride  in  being  the  depoft- 
t  ry  of  the  force  of  the  republic, 
ihd  may  be  trained  to  a  degree  of 
-hergy  equal  to  every  military  exi¬ 
gency  of  the  United  States.  But  it 
s'  an  enquiry  which  cannot  be  too 
lolemnly  purfued,  whether  the  aft, 
l£  mere  effectually  to  provide  for" 
the  internal  defence,  by  eftabiilhing 
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an  uniform  militia  throughout  the 
United  States,”  has  organized  them 
fo  as  to  produce  their  full  effeft; 
whether  your  own  experience  in 
the  feveral  States  has  not  detected 
fome  imperfections  in  the  fcheme  ; 
and  whether  a  material  feature  of  it 
ought  not  to  be,  to  afford  an  oppor¬ 
tunity  for  the  ftudy  of  thofe  bran¬ 
ches  of  the  military  art,  which  can 
fcarcely  ever  be  obtained  by  prac¬ 
tice  alone. 

“  The  connexion  of  the  United 
States  with  Europe  has  become  ex¬ 
tremely  interefting.  The  occur¬ 
rences  which  relate  to  if,  and  have  *• 
palled  under  the  knowledge  of  the 
executive,  will  be  exhibited  to  con- 
grefs  in  a  fubfequeiit  communi¬ 
cation. 

“  When  we  contemplate  the  war 
on  our  frontiers,  it  may  be  truly 
affirmed,  that  every  reafonable  ef¬ 
fort  has  been  made"  to  adjuft  the 
caufes  of  diffenfion  with  the  Indi¬ 
ans  north  of  the  Ohio.  The  in- 
ftruftibns  given  to  the  cornmif- 
ftoners  evince  a  moderation  and 
equity,  proceeding  from  a  fincere 
love  of  peace,  and  a  liberality  hav¬ 
ing  no  reftriftion  but  the  effential 
intereft  and  dignity  of  the  United 
States.  The  attempt,  however,  of 
an  amicable  negociation  having 
been  fru  ft  rated,  the  troops  have 
marched  to  aft  offenfively.  Al¬ 
though  the  propofed  treaty  did  not 
arreft  the  progrefs  of  military  pre¬ 
paration,  it  is  doubtful  how  far  the 
advance  of  the  feafon,  before  good 
faith  juftified  aftive  movements, 
may  retard  them  during  the  re¬ 
mainder  of  the  vear.  From  the 
papers  and  intelligence  which  re¬ 
late  to  this  important  fubjeft,  you 
will  determine  whether  the  defi¬ 
ciency  in  the  number  of  the  troops 
granted  by  law  fhall  be  com  pen- 
fated  by  fuccours  of  militia,  or  addi¬ 
tional  encouragements  fhall  be  pro¬ 
pofed  to  recruit^ 


“  An 
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44  An  anxiety  has  been  alfo  de¬ 
monitrated  by  the  executive  for 
peace'  with  the  Creeks  and  Che- 
rokees.  The  former  have  been  re¬ 
lieved  with  corn  and  with  clothing, 
and  offen  five  meafures  againlt  them 
prohibited  during  the  recefs  of  con- 
grefs.  To  fatisfv  the  complaints  of 
the  latter,  profecutions  have  been 
inftituted  for' the  violences  com¬ 
mitted  upon  them.  But  the  papers 
which  will  be  delivered  to  you,  dif- 
clofe  the  critical  footing  on  which 
we  hand  in  regard  to  both  thofe 
tribes;  and  it  is  with  congrefs  to 
pronounce  what  (hall  be  done. 

44  After  they  fhall  have  pro¬ 
vided  for  the  prefect  ^emergency,  it 
will  merit  their  molt  ferious  labours 
to  render  tranquillity  with  the  fa- 
vages  permanent,  by  creating  ties  of 
Interelt.  Next  to  a  vigorous  exe¬ 
cution  of  judice.  on  the  violators  of 
peace,  the  ellablifhment  of  com¬ 
merce  with  the  Indian  nations  in  be¬ 
half  of  the  United  States,  is  .  moil 
likely  to  Conciliate  their  attachment. 
But  it  ought  to  be  conduced  with¬ 
out  fraud,  without  extortion ;  with 
conflant  and  plentiful  fupplies; 
with  a  ready  market  for  the  com-. 
niodities  of  the  Indians,  and  a 
Hated  price  for  what  they  give  in 
payment  and  receive  in.  exchange. 
Individuals  will  not  purfue  fuch  a 
traffic,  unlefs  they  be  allured  by  the 
hopes  of  profit;  but  it  will  be 
enough  ,for  the  United  States  to  be 
reimbtirfed  only.  Should  this  re- 
commendation  accord  with  the 
opinion  of  congrefs,  they  wrill  re- 
cOlleft,  that  it  cannot  be  accom- 
pfifhed  bv  any  means  yet 'in  the 
hands  of  the  executive.  .  . 

44  Gentlemen  of  the  Houfe  of 
Reprefentatives, 

44  The  commiffioners  charged 
with  the  fettlement  of  the  accounts  . 
between  the  United  and  Individual 
States,  concluded  their  important. 
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functions  within  the  time  limited 
by  law  ;  and  the  balances  ftruck  in 
their  report,  which  will  be  laid  be¬ 
fore  congrefs,  have  been  placed  on 
the  books  of  the  treafury. 

On  the  id  day  of  June  lad,  an 
indalment  of  one  million  of  florins 
became  payable  on  the  loans  of  the 
United.  States  to  Holland.  This 
was  adjufled  by  a  prolongation  ,, of 
the  period  of  reimburfement,  in 
nature  of  a  new  loan,  at  an^  inte- 
red  of  ^  per  cent,  for  the  term  of 
ten  years  ;  and  the  expences  of  this 
operation  were  a  commiffion  of  3 
per  cent. 

“  The  fird  indalment  of  the  loan 
of  two  millions  of  dollars  from  the 
bank  of  the  United  States  has  been 
paid,  as  was  directed  by  law.  For 
the  fecond  it  is  neceflary  that  pro- 
vifion  fhould  be  made.  .  , 

44  No  pecuniary  confideration , is 
more  urgent,  than  the  redemption 
and  difcharge  of  the  public  debt;  : 
on  none,  can  delay  be  more  injuri¬ 
ous,  or  an  economy  of  time  more 
valuable.  ,vr  -  wm 

44  T  he  produ&iveneis  of  the  public 
revenues  hitherto  has  continued  to 
equal  the  anticipations  which  were 
formed  of  it ;  but  it  is  f  apt  expend 
to  prove  commenfurate  with  all  the 
obje^h  which  have,  been  fuggelted. 
Some  auxiliary  provifionswdll,  there¬ 
fore,  it  is  prefumed,  be  requifite; 
and  it  is  hoped  that  thefe .  may  be 
made  confidently  with  due  regard 
to  the  convenience  of  our  citizens, 
who  cannot  but  be  fenfible  of  the 
true  wifdom  of  encountering  a  fmall 
prefent  addition  to  their,  contribu¬ 
tions,  to  obviate  a  future  accumula¬ 
tion  of  burdens. 

,<•  44  But  here  I  nannot  forbear  to 
recommend  a  repeal  of  the  tax  on 
the  tranfportation  of  the  public  » 
prints.  '  There  is  no  r.efourc.e.  fo 
firm  for  the  government  of  the 
United  States,  as  the  aflyciions.  pf  J 
the  people  guided  by  au  eniightj 
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ened  policy;  and  to  this  primary 
good  nothing  can  conduce  more, 
than  a  faithful  reprefentation  of  pub¬ 
lic  proceedings,  diffufed,  withoutre- 
ftraint,  throughout  the  U  n  ited  States. 

“  An  eftimate  of  the  appropria¬ 
tions  neceflary  for  the  current  fer- 
vice  of  the  enfuing  year,  and  a 
ftatement  of  a  purchafe  of  arms  and 
military  ftores,  made  during  the  re- 
cefs,  will  beprefented  to  congrefs. 

44  Gentlemen  of  the  Senate,  and 
and  of  the  Houfe  of  Repre¬ 
fen  tatives, 

“  The  feveral  fubjeCts  to  which 
I  have  now  referred,  open  a  wide 
range  to  your  deliberation,  and  in¬ 
volve  fome  of  the  choiceft  interefts 
Df  our  common  country.  Permit 
me  to  bring  to  your  remembrance 
Che  magnitude  of  your  talk.  With¬ 
out  an  unprejudiced  coolnefs,  the 
welfare  of  the  government  may  be 
hazarded;  without  harmony,  as  far 
as  confifts  in  freedom  of  fentiment, 
its  dignity  may  be  loft.  But  as  the 
Legislative  proceedings  of  the  Uni¬ 
ted  States  will  never,  I  truft,  be  re¬ 
proached  for  the  want  of  temper  or 
candour,  fo  ftiall  not  the  public 
happinefs  languifli,  from  the  want 
ft  my  ftrenuous  and  warmeft  co¬ 
operation. 

George  Washington. 

Philadelphia,  Dec.  3,  1793, 


MeJJage  from  the  P  ref  dent  of  the 
United  States  to  both  Houfe s  of 
Congrefs. 

“United  States,  Dec.  5,  1793. 

Gentlemen  of  the  Senate  and 
of  the  Houfe  of  Reprefenta- 
tives, 

u  As  the  prefent  fituation  of  the 
everal  nations  of  Europe,  and  efpe- 
dally  of  thofe  with/  which  the 
■Jnited  States  have  important  rela¬ 
ys,  cannot  but  render  the  ftate  of 
kings  between  them  and  us  matte? 


(115:) 

of  interefting  inquiry  to  the  legifla- 
ture,  and  may  indeed  give  rife  to  de¬ 
liberations  to  which  they  alone  are 
competent,  I  have  thought  it  my 
duty  to  communicate  to  them  cer¬ 
tain  correfpondences  which  have 
taken  place. 

“  The  reprefentative  and  execu¬ 
tive  bodies  of  France  have  mani- 
fefted  generally  a  friendly  attach¬ 
ment  to  this  country;  have  given 
advantages  to  our  commerce  and 
navigation;  and  have  made  over¬ 
tures  for  placing  thefe  advantages 
on  permanent  ground :  a  decree 
however  of  the  national  affembly, 
fubjeCting  veflels  laden  with  pro¬ 
visions  to  be  carried  into  their  ports, 
and  making  enemy's  goods  lawful 
prize  in  the  veflel  of  a  friend,  con¬ 
trary  to  our  treaty,  though  revoked 
at  one  time  as  to  the  United  States, 
has  been  fince  extended  to  their 
veflels  alfo,  as  has  been  recently 
ftated  to  us.  Reprefentations  on 
this  fubjeCt  will  be  immediately 
given  in  charge  to  cur  minifter 
there,  and  the  refult  will  be  com¬ 
municated  to  theftegiflature. 

“  It  is  with  extreme  concern  I 
have  to  inform  you,  that  the  pro¬ 
ceedings  of  the  perfon  whom  they 
have  unfortunately  appointed  their 
minifter  plenipotentiary  here,  have 
breathed  nothing  of  the  friendly 
fpirit  of  the  nation  which  fent  him  : 
their  tendency,  on  the  contrary, 
has  been  to  involve  us  in  a  war 
abroad,  and  difcord  and  anarchy 
at  home.  So  far  as  his  a£ts,  or 
thofe  of  his  agents,  have  threatened 
our  immediate  commitment  in  the 
war,  or  flagrant  infult  to  the 
authority  eft  the  laws,  their  effeft 
has  been  counteracted  by  the  ordi¬ 
nary  cognizance  of  the  laws,  and  by 
an  exertion  of  the  powers  confided 
to  me.  Where  their  danger  was 
not  imminent,  they  have  been 
borne  with  from  fentiments  of  re¬ 
gard  to  his  nation,  from  a  fenfe 
of  their  friendfhip  towards  us, 
(H  2)  frosn 
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from  a  convidlion  that  tjhey  would 
not  fuffer  us  to  remain  long  expofed 
to  the  adtion  of  a  perfon  who  has 
fo  little  refpedted  our  mutual  dif- 
pofitions,  and,  I  will  add,  from  a 
reliance  on  the  firmnefs  of  my 
fellow- citizens  in  their  principles 
of  peace  and  order.  In  the  mean 
time  I  have  refpedted  and  purfued 
the  ftipulations  of  our  treaties,  ac¬ 
cording  to  what  I  judged  their  true 
fenfe;  and  have  withheld  no  adt  of 
friendihip  wnich  their  affairs  have 
called  for  from  us,  and  which 
juftice  to  others  left  us  free  to  per¬ 
form.  I  have  gone  further :  ra¬ 
ther  than  employ  force  for  the  re- 
ftitution  of  certain  vyft'eh  which  I 
deemed  the  United  States  bound  to 
reftore,  I  thought  it  more  advife- 
able  to  fatisfy  the.parties,  by  avow¬ 
ing  it  to  be  my  opinion,  that  if  re- 
fiitution  were  not  made,  it  would 
be  incumbent  on  the  United  States 
to  make  compenfation.  The  pa¬ 
pers  now  communicated  will  more 
jjarticularly  apprife,  you  of  thefe 
tranfadlions. 

.‘.V  i  J  . li  ,/  . 

u  The  vexations  and  fpoliation 
rmderffood  to  have  been  committed 
on  our  veffels  and  commerce  by 
the  cruizers  and  officers  of  fome  of 
the  belligerent  powers,  appeared  to 
require  attention.  The  proofs  of 
thefe,  however,  not  having  been 
brought,  forward,  the  defcription 
of  citizens  fqppofed  to  have  fuffered 
were  notified,  tfiat,  on  furnifliing 
them  to  the  executive  power,  due 
meafures  wpuld  be,  taken  to  obtain 
iredrefs  for  the  pad,  and  more  effec¬ 
tual  provifions  againff  the  future. 
{Should  fuch  documents  be  fur- 
nifhed,  proper  reprefentations  will 
be  made  thereon, ..with  a  juft  reli¬ 
ance  on  a  redrefs  proportioned  to 
the  exigency  ,pf  tfie  cafe. 

“  The  ffritifli  government  hav¬ 
ing  undertaken,  by  orders  to  the 
commander?  of  their  armed  veffeis, 
to  re  lira  in  gefierafiv  our  commerce 
in  Corn  and  other,  provifions  to 
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their  own  ports  and  thofe  of  their 
friends,  the  inftruclions  now  com¬ 
municated  were  immediately  for¬ 
warded  to  our  minifter  at  that  court. 
In  the  mean  time,  fome  difcuffions 
on  the  fubjedt  took  place  between 
him  and  them :  thefe  are  a-lfo  kid 
before  you;  and  T  may  expert  to 
learn  the  :  f efuit 5  of  his 1  fpecial1  i #•  j 
ftrudtions  in  time  to  make  it  known 
to  the  Iegiflature  during  their  pre- 
fent  feffion.  ' 

“  Very  early  after  the  arrival  of 
a  Britifh  minifter  here,  mutual  ex- 
pianations  on  the  execution  of  the 
treaty  of  peace  were  entered  into  ■ 
with  that  minifter;  thefe  are  now 
laid  before  you  for  your  information. 

**  On  the  fubjedls  of  mutual  in- 
tereft  between  this  country  and 
Spain,  negotiations  and  conferences 
are  now  depending.  The  public 
good  requiring  that  the  prefent  ftate 
of  thefe  fhould  be  made  known  to 
the  legiflaiure  irr  confidence  only, 
they  ftiall  be  the  fubjedt  of  a  feparate 
and  fubfequent  communication.  t 
George  W ASHINGTOt^.J, 


M a  7i  if  eft  o  of  the  Emprefs  of  all  ihs 
Ruffins,  relative  to  the  Partition  of 
Poland ,  March  1$, 

“  I  Michael  Krechetnicaff,  gene¬ 
ral  in  chief,  ienator,  general-gover¬ 
nor  of  Tula,  Kaluga,  and  the  coun¬ 
tries  newly  annexed  from  the  Polifh 
republic  to  the  Ruffian  empire;,  com¬ 
mander  of  all  the  armies  there,  See. 
hereby  make  known,  by  the  fupreme! 
will  and  command  of  my  moft  graci¬ 
ous  fovereign,  her  imperial  majefty  oi; 
all  the  Ruilias,  to  all  the  inhabitanti 
in  general  of  the  countries  now 
united  for  ever  to  the  Ruffian  em¬ 
pire  from  the  Polifh  republic* 

Her  imperial  majefty  has  hitherto 
taken  in  the  affairs  of  Poland  a  part 
that  has  always,  been  tending  to  the 
intereft  of  both  empires.  It  has  not; 
only  been  unfuccefsfuff  but  proved 
^  fruitlefs  burden;  and  her  endei-l 
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v ours  to  maintain  peace  and  freedom 
among  her  neighbours,  have  been 
attended  with  innumerable  lodes. 

“  Thirty  years  experience  have 
evinced  this* , in  the  numerous  in¬ 
ternal  difputes  which  have  diftra&ed 
the  Poli 111  republic.  Her  imperial 
majefty  has  viewed  their  fufFerings, 
in  tire  countries  and  cities  border¬ 
ing  on  her  empire,  with  great  grief, 
confidering  them  as  descended  from 
the  fame  race,  and  profeffing  the 
holy  Chnftian  religion. 

“  Even  at  this  monent,  fome  un¬ 
worthy  Poles,  enemies  to  their 
country,  have  not  been  afliamed 
to  approve  the  government  of  the 
ungodly  rebels  in  the  kingdom  of 
France,  and  to  requeft  their  affift- 
nnce  to  involve  their  country  alfo 
in  bloody  civil  wars. 

“The  true  Chriliian  religion,  and 
the  well-being  of  the  inhabitants  of 
the  above-mentioned  countries, 
v/ould  futfer  from  the  introduction 
of  fuch  deteftable  doctrines,  which 
tend  to  annihilate  all  the  bonds  of 
fociety,  to  overthrow  all  fafety, 
property,  and  profperity.  Thefe 
enemies  of  peace,  following  the 
deteftable  plan  of  the  mob  of  rebels 
in  France,  propagate  their  doCtrines 
throughout  Poland  to  the  utmoft 
of  their  power,  which  would  de- 
ltroy  for  ever  their  own  and  their 
neighbours’  happinefs. 

“  From  thefe  confiderations,  her 
imperial  majefty,  my  molt  gracious 
millrefs,  as  well  to  indemnify  her- 
felf  for  her  many  Ioffes,  as  for  the 
future  fafety  of  her  empire  and  the 
Pnlifh  dominions,  and  for  the 
cutting  off  at  once,  for  ever,  all  fu¬ 
ture  difturbances  and  frequent 
changes  of  government,  has  been 
pleafed  now  to  take  under  her  fway, 
Und  to  unite  for  ever  to  her  empire, 
the  following  trails  of  land,  with 
all  their  inhabitants  *,  namely,  a 
line  beginning  at  the  village  of 
Truy,  on  the  left  bank  of  the  river 
Dwina,  at  the  corner  of  the  border 
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of  Semigallia ;  thence  extending  to 
Neroch  and  Dubrova,  and  fol¬ 
lowing  the  border  of  the  voiwodftiip 
of  Vilna  to  Stolptfa,  to  Nefvij,  and 
then  to  Pinfk;  and  thence  paffing 
Kunlfti,  between  Vifkero  and  No- 
vegreble,  near  the  frontier  of  Gal- 
licia:  thence  to  the  river  Dniefter; 
and,  lnftly,  running  along  the  ri¬ 
ver,  till  it  enters  the  old  border  of 
Ruffia  and  Poland  at  Jergetick  :  in 
fuch  manner,  that  all  the  cities  and 
countries,  within  this  line  of  de¬ 
marcation,  the  new  border  of  Ruf¬ 
fia  and  Poland,  dial l,  hencefor¬ 
ward,  for  ever,  come  under  the 
fceptre  of  the  Ruffian  empire,  and 
the  inhabitants,  of  all  ranks  what¬ 
ever,  be  fubjefts  thereof. 

“  I  being  appointed  by  her  impe¬ 
rial  majefty  governor-general  of  thefe 
countries,  by  herfupreme  order  have 
to  afture,  in  herfacred  name,  and  in 
her  own  words,  to  all  her  imperial 
majefty’s  new  fubjedls,  and  now  my 
beloved  countrymen,  that  her  mod 
gracious  majefty  is  pleafed,  not  only 
to  confirm  and  enfure  to  all,  the  free 
and  public  exercife  of  their  religion, 
and  full  fecurity  of  property  and 
poffieffion,  but  to  unite  and  to  affiliate 
them  under  her  government,  for  the 
fame  and  glory  of  the  whole  Ruf¬ 
fian  empire;  an  example  of  which 
is  to  be  feen  in  her  faithful  fubjefts, 
the  inhabitants  of  White  Ruffia,  now 
living  in  full  peace  and  plenty  un* 
der  her  wife  and  gracious  dominion. 

o 

Further,  that  all,  and  every  one  of 
them  fhall  enjoy  all  the  rights  and 
privileges  of  her  old  fubjedfs,  and 
that  from  this  day  every  denomi¬ 
nation  of  the  inhabitants  enters  on 
the  full  participation  of  thefe  bene¬ 
fits  through  the  whole  extent  of  the 
Ruffian  empire. 

“  Her  imperial  majefty  expe&s, 
from  the  gratitude  of  her  newfubjeHs, 
that  they  being  placed,  by  her  boun¬ 
ty,  on  an  equality  with  Ruffians,  fiiall 
in  return  transfer  the  love  of  their 
former  Country  to  the  new  one,  and 
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jive  ia  future  attached  to  fo  great 
•and  generous  an  emprefs. 

“  I,  therefore,  now  inform  every 
perfon,from  the  higheft  to  the  low  eft, 
that,  within  one  month,  they  mu  ft 
take  the  oath  of  allegiance  before 
the  witneffies  whom  I  fliall  appoint ; 
and  if  any  of  the  gentlemen,  or 
other  ranks,  poll  effing  real  or  im¬ 
moveable  property,  regardlefs  of 
their  own  ip te reft,  fhould  refufe  to 
take  the  oath  prefcribed,  three 
months  are  allowed  for  the  fale  of 
their  immoveables,  and  their  free 
departure  oyer  the  borders;  after 
the  expiration  of  which  term,  all 
their  remaining  property  iliall  be 
conhfcated  to  the  crown. 

The  clergy,  both  high  and  low, 
ss  paftors  of  their  flocks,  are  ex¬ 
pected  to  fet  the  example  in  taking 
the  oath ;  and  in  the  daily  her  vice 
in  their  churches,  they  mull  pray 
for  her  imperial  majeity,  for  her  fuc- 
ceffor,  the  great  duke.  Paul  Petro- 
vitz,  and  for  all  the  imperial  family, 
according  to  the  form  which  fliall 
be  given  them. 

“In  the  above-mentioned  folemn 
aflurance  concerning  the  free  exer- 
cife  of  religion  and  undifturbed 
poffeffion  of  property,  it  is  under- 
flood  that  the  Jews  living  in  thefe 
countries  united  to  the  Ruflian  em¬ 
pire,  fliall  remain  on  the  former 
footing,  protected  in  their  religion 
and  property  ;  for  her  majefty ’s  hu¬ 
manity  will  not.  permit  them  alone 
to  be  excluded  from  the  benefits  of 
her  kindnefs,  under  the  protection 
of  God:  fo  long  as  they  continue  to 
live  in  peace,  and  purfue  their  trades 
like  faithful  fubjefts,  law  and  juitice 
fliall  be  admin  iftered,  in  the\name 
of  her  imperial  majefty,  in  the  pro¬ 
per  places,  with  the  utmoft 
nefs  and  equity.  . 

“  I  have  further  thought  it  need-, 
ful  to  add,  by  order  of  her  imperial 
majefty,  'that"  the  troops  fliall,  as 
in  their  own  country,,  be. under  the 
ftneteft  di helpline.  Their  taking 


polfeffion,  therefore,  of  the  various 
places,  and  changing  the  govern¬ 
ment,  fhould  not  in  the  lead  alter 
the  couide  of  trade  or  living;  for 
the  increafe  of  the  happinefs  df- 
the  inhabitants  in  all  parts  is  the 
intention  of  her  imperial  majefty/ 
u  This  manifello  fball  be  read  in 
all  the  churches,  oil  the  27th  of  this 
prefent  month  of  March,  regi'fteftbd 
in  all  the  municipal  books,  and 
nailed  up  in  proper  pi  tees,  for  th% 
general  information;  and  that  full 
credit  may  be  given  to  it,  I  have,  in 
confequenceoF  the  powers  entrufted  ; 
to  me,  figned  it  with  my  hand,  and  ' 
affixed  the  feal  of  my  arms,  at  the 
head-quarters  of  the  army  under  my 
command  at  Polonna.  I 

(Signed)  M.  KrechetnicoffP* 

Manifejlo  of  his  Prufjian  Majefty  rela¬ 
tive  to  the  Partition  of  Poland j 
March  25. 

u  We,  Frederic  William,  by  the 
grace  of  God,  king  of  Pruffia,  &ev  f 
make  known  to  the  refpe&ive 
ftates,  biftiops,  abbots,  voiwodes, 
caftle-keepers,  ftarofts,  chamberr 
lains,  and  country  judges ;  the 
knighthood,  vafials,  and  nobles,  the 
magiftrates  and  inhabitants  of  the 
cities,  the  countrymen,  and  ail  the 
remainder  of  the  fpiritual  and  lecti* 
lar  inhabitants  of  the  voiwodftiips 
of  Pofen,  Gnefen,  Kalifli,  Siradia, 
the  city  and  monaftery  of  Czento- 
chowa,  the  province  of  Wielun;  tb? 
voitvodfliip  of  Lentfchitz,  the  pro.' 
vince  of  Cujavia,  the  province  of 
Doorzyn,  the  voiwodfliip&  of  Rawa 
and  Plotzk,  &c.  in  the  circle  of 
the  boundaries,  aslikewife  the  cities 
of  Dantzic  and  Thorn,  hitherto  in 
the  pofleffion  of  the  crown  of  Po¬ 
land,  our  gracious  will,  royal  grace, 
and  all  forts  of  good,  and. give  them 
the  following  moft  gracious,  notice: 

“  It  is  univerfaliv  known  that  the- 
Polifh  nation  never  ceafed  to  aflord 
to  the  neighbouring.. powers,  ancf 

chiefly 


chiefly  to  the  Pruflian  ftate,  frequent 
reafons  of  juft  difcontent.  Not 
latisified  (contrary  to  all  rules  of 
good  neighbourhood)  with  hurting 
the  Pruffian  territory,  by  frequent 
invaflons,  with  molefting  and  ill- 
ufing  the  lubjy&s  on  this  fide  the 
frontiers,  and  with  almofh  continu¬ 
ally  refilling  them  juftice  and  law¬ 
ful  fatbfaction ;  this  nation  have, 
befides,  always  bulled  themfelves 
^ith  pernicious  plans,  which  mull 
needs  attract  the  attention  of  the 
neighbouring  powers.  Thefe  are 
natters  of  fa<ft  which  could  not 
drape  the  eye  of  an  attentive  ob¬ 
server  of  the  late  occurrences  in 
Poland:  but  what  chiefly  excited 
he  ferious  confideration  of  the 
neighbouring  powers  is,  the  fpirit 
)f  rebellion  continually  increafing 
n  Poland,  and  the  viflble  influence 
•vhich  was  obtained  by  thofe  abo- 
ninable  exertions,  by  whichall Civil, 
political,  and  religious  ties  would 
lave  been  diflolved,  and  the  inhabit 
ants  of  Poland  expofed  to  all  the  tre- 
nendous  confequences  of  anarchy, 
nd  plunged  into  miferies,  the  end  of 
>f  .which  could  not  be  forefeen. 

If  in  every  country  the  adoption 
uxd  fpreading  of  fuch  deftructive 
irinciples  is'.al.ways  attended  with 
he  lofs  of  tfe  tranquillity  and  hap- 
>inefsofits  inhabitants,  its  deftruc- 
ive  confequences  are  the  more  to 
>e  dreaded  in  a  country  like  Poland ; 
inc.e.  this  nation  have  alwavs  dif- 
inguifhed  themfelves  by  diflur- 
>ances  and  party  fpirit,  and  are 
'Owerfui  enough  of  themfelves  to 
ecome  dangerous  to  their  rw,gh- 
ours  by  thefe  difturbanees 
‘‘It  would  certainly  mil:  >  e  againft 
he  firft  rules  of  found  policy,  as 
rell  as  the  duties  incumbent  on  us 
)r  thje prefervation  of  tranquillity  in 
ur  dominions,  if,  in  fuch  a  ftate  of 
lings  in  a  neigh boli ring  great  king- 
ojii,  we  remained  inactive  fpefta- 
fts,  and  fliould  wait  for  the  period 
'hen  the  factions  feel  themfelves 


ftrong  enough  to  appear  in  public  ; 
by  which  our  own  neighbouring  pro¬ 
vinces  would  be  expofed  to  feverai 
dangers,  by  the  confequences  of  die 
anarchy  oil  our  frontiers. 

“  We  have,  therefore,  in  conjunc¬ 
tion  with  her  majefty  the  emprefs 
of  Ruffia,  and  with  the  alien  t  of 
his  majefty  the  Roman  emperor, 
acknowledged,  that  the  fafety  of  our 
ftates  did  require  to  fdr  to  the  re¬ 
public  of  Poland  fuch  boundaries 
as  are  more  compatible  w th  her  in¬ 
terior  ftrength  and  fituation,  and  may 
facilitate  to  her  the  means  of  pro¬ 
curing,  without  prejudice  to  her 
liberty,  a  well-ordered,  foiid,  and  ac¬ 
tive  form  of  government;  of  main¬ 
taining  herfelf  in  the  undifturbed  en¬ 
joy  men  t  of  the  fame;  and  prevent¬ 
ing  by  thefe  means  the  difturbanees, 
which  have  fo  often  fliaken  her 
own  tranquillity,  and  endangered 
the  fafety  of  her  neighbours. 

In  order  to  attain  this  end,  and 
to  pre'erve  the  republic  of  Poland 
from  the  dreadful  confequences. 
■which  mu  ft  be  the  reliilt  of  her  in¬ 
ternal  divifions,  and  to  re  feu  e  her 
from  her  utter, ruin,  but  chiefly  to 
withdraw  her  inhabitant's  from  the. 
horrors  of  the  deft  rue  live  doctrines 
which  they  are  bent  to  fo.iicw;. 
there  is,  according  to  our  thorough 
periuafion,  tp  which  alfo  her  ma¬ 
jefty  the  emprefs  of  all  the  Ruflias. 
accedes,  no  other  means,  except  to 
incorporate  her  frontier  provinces 
into  our  ftates,  and  for  this  pur- 
pofe  immediately  to  take  pofleflion 
of  the  fame,  and  to  prevent,  in 
time,  all  misfortunes  which  might 
arife  from  the  continuance  of  the 
reciprocal  difturbanees. 

“  Wherefore  we  have  refolved, 
with  the  aflent  of  her  Ruflian  ma,- 
jefty,  to  take  pofleflion  of  the  above- 
mentioned  diftriels  of  Poland,  and 
alfo  of  the  cities  of  Dantzic  and 
Thorn,  in  order  to  incorporate 
them  into  our  dominions. 

“We  herewith  publicly  announce 

our 


(r2o)  P  U  B  L  I  C 

our  firm  and  unfliaken  refolution, 
and  expert  that  the  Polifh  nation 
will  foon  afiemble  in  the  diet,  and 
adopt  the  necedary  meafures  to  the 
end  of  fettling  things  in  an  amicable 
manner,  and  of  obtaining  the  falu- 
tary  end  of  fecuring  to  the  republic 
of  Poland  an  uridilhirbed  peace, 
and  preferving  her  inhabitants  from 
the  terrible  confequences  of  anar¬ 
chy.  At  the  fame  time,  we  exhort 
the  dates  and  inhabitants  of  the 
diiiri&s  and  towns  which  we  have 
taken  pofleffion  of,  as  already  men-* 
tioned,  both  in  a  gracious  and  fe¬ 
rrous  manner,  not  to  oppofe  our 
commanders  and  troops;  ordered  for 
that  purpofe,  but  rather  traftably 
to  fubmit  to  our  government,  and  ac¬ 
knowledge  us  from  this  day  forward 
as  their  lawful  king  and  fovereigil, 
to  behave  like  loyal  and  obedient 
fubje&s,  and  to  renounce  all  con¬ 
nexion  with  the  crown  of  Poland. 

44  We  doubt  not  that  all  whom 
this  may  concern,  will  attend  to  it 
with  obedience  ;  but  in  cafe,  and 
contrary  to  all  expectation,  fome 
one  or  other  date  and  inhabitants 
of  the  faid  diftri&s  and  towns 
fhould  refufe  to  obey  the  contents 
of  this,  and  not  take  the  oath  of 
allegiance,  nor  fubmit  to  our  go¬ 
vernment,  or  even  attempt  to  oppofe 
our  commanders  and  troops,  fuch 
perfon  or  perfons  have  unavoidably 
to  expect  that  the  punidiments  ufual 
in  fuch  cafes  dial!  be  indited  upon 
them  without  any  didintion. 

44  In  witnefs  whereof  we  have  fub- 
fcribed  this  patent  with  our  own 
hand,  and  caufed  our  royal  feal  to 
be  let  to  it,-  to  be  publilhed  in  due 
place,  and  to  be  publickly  printed. 

44  Done  at  Berlin,  the  25th  of 
March,  1793. 

Frederic  William,  (L.S.)” 


Declaration  of  the  King  and  Re¬ 
public  of  Poland \  ajfcmblcd  in  Diet 
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at  Grodno ,  protefing  againft  the  for¬ 
cible  Partition  of  Roland ,  Sept,  24. 

44  Surrounded  clofely  by  foreign 
troops  on  the  2d  of  this  month, 
threatened  with  further  iirvafion  of 
the  territory  of  (he  republic  by  the 
Pruldan  armies,  to  its  uttermoft 
ruin,  and  opprefFed  by  innumera¬ 
ble  violences,  the  dates  in  diet  a f- 
fembled  were  forced  to  give  leave 
to  their  deputation  for  figning  the  j 
impofed  treaty,  with  addition  of 
a  few  claufes,  and  fuch  only  as  the 
diedating  power  itfelf  feemed,  in 
pity,  to  approve  of.  But,  with  • 
grief  and  furprife,  we  find,  by  the 
fad  experience  of  this  day,  that  the 
court  of  Berlin  is  not  fatisfied  there¬ 
with.  We  fee  fredi  acds  of  violence 
forcing  a  new  project  upon  us;  j 
and,  in  order  to  fupport  it,  the  fame  : 
preponderant  power,  not  contented 
with  invedino-  the  place  of  our  de-  j 
liberations  by  an  armed  foreign 
force,  with  addreffing  to  us  notes 
full  of  menaces,  feize  from  among, 
us,  and  carries  off  our  members; : 
and,  by  an  unexampled  proceed¬ 
ing,  keeps  us,  the  king,  bent  Un¬ 
der  the  weight  of  age,  and  under 
fo  manifold  calamities ;  and  us,  the 
dates  of  the  republi'cifofrnfined  and 
imprifoned  in  the  fekale? 

44  Thus  fituated,  we  do  declare  ill  J 
the  mod  folemn  inaniter,-  that,'uti-  1 
able  to  prevent,  even  with  the  rifk'of 
our  lives,  the  effeds  of  the  oppref-  jii 
five  force,  we  leave  to  our  poderity,  1 
happier  perhaps  than  ourfeives,  i 
thole  means  of  faring  our  dear 
country,  whereof  we  are  bereft  at 
prefent;  and  thus  the  projeft  feilt  1 
to  us  by  the  Ruffian  ambaflkdbr,  j 
though  contrary  to  our  laws,  wiihes,  j 
and  opinions,  forced  by  the  above  if 
means  to  accept,  we  do  accept. 

44  Done  at  Grodiio  the  24th  bf  | 
September.  Signed  and  ingrofiedlil ! 
the  public  records,  according  to  J 1 

law/* 
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U  P  P  L  I  E  S  granted  by  Parliament  for  the 

Year  1703. 

a  '  NAVY. 

Dec.  20,  1792.  £.  s.  d . 

OR  25,000  men,  including  5,000  marines  —  1,300,000  o  o 

Feb.  1 1. 

r  an  addition  of  20,000  men  —  —  —  1,040,000  o  o 

March  5. 

(Unary,  including  half-pay  —  — *  —  669,205  5  10 

ttraordinaries  —  —  —  —  —  387,710  o  o 

March  12. 

oward  paying  off  the  navy  debt  —  «—  575,000  o  o 


ARMY. 

Dec.  26,  1 792. 

>r  17,344  men,  as  guards  and  garrifons  — 

)rces  in  the  plantations,  Gibraltar,  and  New  South  I 
Wales  *  -  -  \ 

fference  between  Britifh  and  Irifli  eflablifhments 
)rces  in  the  Eaft  Indies  —  —  — 

ecruitingr  contingencies  of  land  forces  — 

eneral  and  ftaff-officers  —  —  — 

uil  pay  to  fupernumerary  officers  —  — 

llowances  to  the  paymafter-general,  & c.  — . 

educed  officers  of  land  forces  and  marines  — 
educed  horfe-guards  —  —  — •  — 

)fficers  late  in  the  fervice  of  the  ftates  general  — 
.educed  officers  of  Britifh  American  forces  — . 

allowances  to  feveral  reduced  officers  of  ditto  — 
Widows  penfions  —  —  —  — 

ffielfea  penfioners  —  —  —  — 

cotch  roads  and  bridges  —  —  — • 

Embodied  militia  —  —  —  — 

Contingencies  for  ditto  on  account  —  — 

Feb.  21. 

:?or  9,945  men,  additional  guards,  and  garrifons 
"or  100  independent  companies  —  — 

Additional  general  and  ftaff  officers  — 

embodied  militia  —  —  — 

contingencies  for  ditto  —  —  —  — 

A  corps  of  light  dragoons  for  Jamaica,  &c.  — 

March  18. 

Hanoverian  troops  —  —  —  — 

bevy  money  for  ditto  —  —  —  — 

f  encible  regiments  —  —  —  — - 

Clothing  of  militia,  on  account  —  — 

Army  extraordinaries  —  —  —  — 

Augmentation  to  dragoon-guards,  &c.  —  — 
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ORDNANCE. 

Dec.  26,  1792. 

Land  fervice,  previous  to  Dec.  3 1,  1 783,  not  provided 

Ditto, 'not  provided  for  in  1791  ~  . 

Ditto, - -  * - —  -  17920  — 

Sea  fefvice  hot  provided  for  in  1791  — 

Land  fervice  for  1793  —  —  — 

March  18. 

Further  charge  for  land  fervice  — 
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MISCELLANEOUS  SERVICES. 
Feb.  28; 

To  difcharge  Exchequer  bills  —  —  5, 

^  March  3. 

Civil  eftablifhment  of  Upper  Canada  —  — 

Ditto  of  Nova  Scotia  —  —  — '  — 

Ditto  of  New  Brunfwick  —  —  —  — 

Ditto  of  St.  John's  Ifland  —  —  — 

Ditto  of  Cape  Breton  —  —  —  — 

Ditto  of  Newfoundland  —  —  —  — 

Ditto  of  the  Bahama  iflands  —  —  — 

Chief  juftice  of  the  Bermuda  iflands  —  — 

Ditto  of  Dominica  —  —  —  — 

Civil  eftablifhment  of  New  South  Wales  — 

Addrefs  money  —  —  —  —  — 

Charges  of  enquiring  into  the  emoluments  of  officers 
the  cuftoms  —  —  — .  —  — 

Board  of  land  revenue  —  —  _ 

America  and  Eaft  Florida  fufferers  —  — 

Provisions,  -&,c.  to  New  South  Wales  —  — 

Profecution  of  Mr.  Haftings  —  —  — 

Cdonvidts  on  the  Thames  —  —  — 

Ditto  at  Langftone  and  Portfmouth  —  — 

March  12. 

Toward  the  reduction  of  the  national  debt  — 

March  18. 

Relief  of  American  civil  officers,  &c.  loyalifts  — 
.Removing  black  people  to  Sierra  Leone  — 

‘Pro.Yiftons  for  the  Highland  emigrants  at  Nova  Scotis 
Afleffinents  on  the  falaries  of  the  commiffioners  for 
auditing  the  public  accounts  —  —  — 

To  fatisfy  a  bill  drawn  for  the  ufe  of  the  Duke  of  York 
—■■arfierlm  "  ~ ;  —  ~  — "  — T*? 

Exppnces  of  the  ccromiftioners  to  enquire  into  the 
ftate  of  the  Ifte  of  Man  -  ,  —  *  — r  A 

American  loyalifts, .  fetflers  in  Upper  Canada  - 
'  African  Forts  l  U-s  - 
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March  20.  Brought  over  £.  6,21 1,1 54 

For  works  done  *  for  better  ventilating  and  warming 
the  Houfe  of  Commons  —  ■  —  - —  16 

To  reimburse  Ioffes  fufhiiled  by  perfons  concerned 
in  the  Nova  Scotia  whale  fifhery  —  —  .1,420  3 

For  repairing  damages  done  to  the  Cobb  at  Lyme, 
f  by  a  ftorm  — ”  — "  —  —  9,802  5 

April  i  i. 

Exchequer  bills  —  —  —  —  —  1,500,000  o 


(«5> 
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Deficiency  of  grants  for  1 792 
Navy  —  — 

Army  — - 
Ordnance  T —  — 

Mifceilaneous  fervices 
Deficiency  — 
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DE  f  lClEN  C  Y. 

March  18. 
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S.  d. 
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w  ays  and  Means  for  raijing  the  Supplies  for  1793. 

.  y  January  8. 

Surplus  of  confolidated  fund  on  January  5 

9  O  001  —  Jan.  31. 

Land-tax  and  malt- duty  —  —  ~ 

dftf.:  k  #  r :  March  12. 

Confolidated  fund  —  _  — 

&r  -ss  f  •  ......  March  18. 

Exchequer  bills  —  _  „ 

March  28. 

Annuities  iool.  3 percent,  for  every  72I.  fubfcribed4,5oo,ooo 
-  May  24. 

Profit  of  a  lottery,  50,000  tickets,  at  13I.  10s.  175,000 

Confolidated  fund  —  —  —  —  255,000 

Puties  of  1 791  continued  — .  —  —  832,760 
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2,7  50,000 
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Principal  Public  Aids  pa  (Jed  in  the  An  aft  to  prohibit  the  elrcu  - 
Third  S'eJJions  of  the  Seventeenth  lation  of  promiffory  notes,  &c.  if- 

>  Parliament  oj  Great-Britain.  fued  in  the  name  of  any  public 

>  o  occ  Jan.  8.  authority  in  France. 

An  a<5l  for  eftabli  filing  regula-  An  a<5t  for  indemnifying  all  per- 
ions  refpe&ing  aliens.  fan*  who  have  been  concerned  in 

adviiing 


(124)  PUBLIC 

advifing,  or  carrying  into  execution, 
an  order  of  council,  refpefting  the 
exportation  of  wheat,  &c.  ^ 

An  aft  to  enable  his  majefty  to 
reftrain  the  exportation  of  naval 
ftores,  Sec. 

An  aft  for  the  further  relief  of 
debtors,  See. 

Feb.  28. 

Land-tax  aft. 

Malt-duty  aft. 

Marine  mutiny  bill. 

March  6. 

Mutiny  bill. 

Aft  to  provide  for  the  families 
of  militiamen. 

March  28. 

Aft  to  indemnify  fuch  perfons 
as  have  omitted  to  qualify  them- 
felves  for  offices,  See. 

American  commercial  intercourfe 
bill. 

Aft  to  prevent  certain  afts  of  par¬ 
liament  from  taking  efFeft  from  a 
time  prior  to  the  paffing  thereof. 

April  30. 

Aft  for  railing  a  fum  of  money 
by  way  of  annuities,  to  be  charged 
on  the  confolidated  fund,  and  to 
perpetuate  certain  duties. 

Two  afts  for  railing  a  fum  of 
money  by  Exchequer  bills. 

The  militia  clothing  bill. 

Aft  for  the  better  fupply  of  fea- 
men  on  board  his  majefty’s  Ikips 
©f  war,  merchant  fliips,  & c. 

Aft  for  granting  200,000!.  to¬ 
ward  the  reduftion  of  the  national 
debt. 

Aft  for  the  better  preventing  of 
forgeries  and  frauds  in  the  transfers 
of  the  fevera!  funds  transferable  at 
the  Bank  of  England. 

May  7. 

Aft  more  efFeftually  to  prevent, 
during  the  prefent  war,  all  traitor¬ 
ous  correfpondence. 

Aft  to  eftablUh  certain  regula- 


PAPERS. 

tions  refpefting  officers  ferving  irt 
the  fencible  regiments  in  North 
Britain. 

May  10. 

Aft  for  relief  of  the  captors  of 
prizes. 

June  3. 

Aft  requiring  a  certain  form  of 
oath  of  abjuration  from  the  Roman 
Catholics  of  Scotland# 

June  1 1 . 

Aft  for  continuing  in  the  Eafi> 
India  companv,  for  a  further  term, 
the  pofieffion  of  the  Britilh  terri* 
tories  in  India,  &c. 

#  June  1  7\\ 

Aft  to  raife  a  certaimfiim  by  way 
of  lottery. 

Aft;  for  further  fettling  the  an¬ 
nuity  granted  to  the  late  lord  Rod>» 
nev  unto  his  male  iffiue,  unto  whom 
the  barony  of  Rodney  {hall  defcencL 

Aft  for  repealing  the  duties  oh 
coals,  &c.  carried  coaft-wife  to 
Scotland,  Sec. 

Aft  forifthe  encouragement  of 
Teamen,  and  the  better  manning  of 
the  navy. 

Aft  to  enable  the  poftmafters  ge¬ 
neral  to  fend  the  mail  to  the  do¬ 
minions  of  his  Catholic  majefty, 
on  board  any  veffiel  authorized  by 
his  Catholic  majefty  to  carry  the 
fame. 

Aft  to  permit  commodities  of 
the  growth  or  manufafture  of  Alia, 
Africa,  or  America,  legally  im¬ 
ported  into  Ireland,  to  be  exported 
thence  into  Great  Britain. 

Aft  to  continue  the  aft  for  regu-  i 
lating  the  Have  trade. 

June  21. 

Aft  for  the  encouragement  and 
relief  of  friendly  fbcieties. 

Aft  to  enable  juftices  of  the  peace  > 
to  impofe  fines  upon  conftables, 
for  negleft  of  duty.  :  9 


f 


X 


BIOGRAPHICAL 


ANECDOTES 


AND 


C  H  A  R  A  C  T  E  R  S. 


* 


'  \  Sv 


X* 


f  v 


^  ..LA.  4 


»• 


1793 


t 


'  ^ 


I 


\ 


i 


A 


V 


f' 


' '  : 
>  • 


)  ' 


t  i 


/ 

'■■i 


i  ■ 


..s  ■ 


jfi 


■  / 


v? 


■ 

( 


*  y  .s' 


/ 


BIOGRAPHICAL 


ANECDOTES  and  CHARACTERS- 


'articulars  of  the  Life  of  GEORGE  EDWARDS,  the  celebrated 

Naturalist. 


From  the  Fifth  Volume  of  Dr.  Kippis’s  Edition  of  the  Biqgraphia 

Britannica.] 


GEORGE  Edwards,  an  emi¬ 
nent  naturalift,  and  efpe- 
ally  diftinguifhed  by  his  know- 
dge  and  delineations  of  birds, was 
)rn  on  the  third  of  April,  1693, 
Stratford,  a  hamlet  bel  nging  to 
AE-hamin  EfTex,  which  is  a  vil- 
ge  in  the  neighbourhood  of  Lon- 
u  Some  of  his  early  years  were 
iffed  under  the  tuition  of  a  clergy- 
an  of  the  name  of  h’ewit ,  who 

as  then  matter  of  a  public  fchool 
__  1  # 

Layton-Stone,  a  few  miles  dif- 
nt  from  the  place  of  young 
iwards’s  birth.  Upon  quitting 
is  fchool,  he  was  placed  with 
other  minitter  of  the  eftabliihed 
urch  at  Brentwood  ;  after  which, 
ing  defigned  by  his  parents  for 
finefs,  he  was  put  apprentice  to 
tradefman  in  Fenchurch-ftreet. 

-  wyas  particularly  happy  in  his 
ifter,  who  treated  him  with  great 
idnefs  and  civility ;  and  who, 
lides  his  being  a  man  of  a  ttrid: 
ard  to  religion,  had  theuncom- 
>n  qualification  of  being  well 
lied  in  the  learned  languages. 
)out  the  middle  of  the  term  of 
i\  Edwards’s  apprenticefhip,  an 
nt  happened,  which  gave  a  di- 
fion  to  his  future  ft u dies.  Upon 


the  death  of  Dr.  Nicholas,  a  perfon 
of  eminence  in  the  phyttcal  world, 
and  a  relation  of  Edwards’s  matter, 
the  Doctor’s  books,  which  Avere 
very  numerous,  were  removed  to 
our  apprentices  apartment.  So 
unexpected  an  opportunity  of  ac¬ 
quiring  knowledge  was  not  lott 
upon  him.  Fie  ar^ailed  himfelf  of 
it  with  eagernefs,  and  patted  all  the 
leifure  of  the  day,  and  not  unfre- 
quently  a  conttderable  part  of  the 
night,  in  turning  OAyer  iQr.  Nicho¬ 
las’s  collections  of  Natural  Hiftory, 
Sculpture,  Painting,  Aftronomy, 
and  Antiquities.  From  this  time, 
Mr.  Edwards’s  expectation  of  ob¬ 
taining  that  opulence  which  com¬ 
merce  bellows  on  her  afliduous  vo¬ 
taries  ceafed.  The  fhop  and  the 
exchange  were  deprived  of  all  their 
delights ;  and,  on  the  expiration  cJ 
his  fervitude,  he  formed  the  defign 
of  travelling  into  foreign  countries, 
for  the  pnrpofe  of  improving  his 
tatte  and  enlarging  his  mind:. 
His  firft  vovage  was  to  Holland, 

>  O  t  ' 

forwhich  he  took  Flipping  In  1716, 
and  viiited  moft  of  the  principal 
towns  of  theUnited  Provinces.  Af¬ 
ter  an  ab fence  of  a  month,  he  re¬ 
turned  to  England,  and  continued 

A  2  two 


[4.]  Particulars  of  the  Life  of  GEORGE  EDWARDS. 


two  years  unemployed  in  London 
and  its  neighbourhood ;  though  not, 
we  may  fuppofe,  without  increaf- 
ing  his  acquaintance  with  Natural 
Hiflory.  His  next  voyage  was 
Norway,  whither  he  went  at  the 
invitation  of  a  gentleman  who  was 
difpofed  to  be  his  friend,  and 
vvhofe  nephew  wras  raafter  of  the 
veftel  in  which  Mr.  Edwards  em¬ 
barked.  An  adtive  and  philosophi¬ 
cal  mind,  like  his,  could  not  avoid 
being  highly  gratified  with  the  new 
Scenes  which  were  prefented  to 
him  by  a  country  that  was  diy edi¬ 
fied  with  rocks  of  ftupendous  mag¬ 
nitude,  and  trees  of  unfading  ver¬ 
dure,  and  where  fome  of  the  na¬ 
tives  had  fcarcely  experienced  the 
arts  of  civilization.  The  fun,  dur¬ 
ing  his  Ray,  Set  only  to  rife  ;  and 
few  hours  were  allotted  by  him  to 
deep.  Sometimes  he  wandered  on 
the  banks  of  the  creeks,  the  haunts 
of  fen-fowls,  and  other  rude  birds, 
where  no  articulate  voice  was 
heard.  At  other  feafons,  he  re¬ 
marked  the  progrefs  of  vegetation 
among  the  hills ;  and,  whilft  he 
was  employed,  he  frequently  expe¬ 
rienced,  amongft  the  inhabitants 
of  the  mountains,  that  hofpitality 
which  fiouriflles  lefs  vigorouflv  in 
more  civilized  countries.  In  his 
excurfion  to  Frederickftadt,  he  was 
not  diftant  from  the  cannon  of 
Charles  the  Twelfth  of  Sweden, 
who  was  then  engaged  in  the  liege 
of  Frederic kfhali  ;  before  which 
place  that  unfortunate  monarch  loll 
his  life.  By  this  circumflance  Mr. 
Edwards  was  prevented  from  v lilt¬ 
ing  Sweden,  the  Swedifh  army  be¬ 
ing  particularly  affiduous  in  con¬ 
fining  Strangers.  Notwithftanding 
all  his  precaution,  and  his  folicitude 
to  give  no  offence  to  either  fide,  he 
was  once  confined  by  the  Daniili 
guard,  who  fuppofed  him  to  be  a 


fpy  employed  by  the  enemy  to  prt 
cure  intelligence  of  their  delign 
However,  upon  obtaining  teftimt: 
nials  of  his  innocence,  a  relea 
was  granted. 

“  In  July,  1718,  Mr.  Edwards  en 
barked  for  England,  and,  foe 
after  his  arrival  in  London,  reti, 
ed  to  his  native  place,  where  1 
Spent  the  winter.  But  being  deli 
ous  of  viliting  France,  he  went, 
1719,  by  way  of  Dieppe  to  Pari 
and,  having  feen  the  curiofities 
that  city,  took  a  lodging  in  a  v: 
lage  called  Green-court,  Situated' 
the  Great  Park  of  VerfaiUes.  F 
view  in  doing  this  was  to  enlar 

O  'I 

his  knowledge  of  Natural  Hiftorj 
but,  to  his  no  fmali  mortificatio 
there  was  not,  at  that  time,  a  l.ivi; 
creature  in  the  me'nagery.  As  t, 
court,  during  the  king’s  muiorilj 
did  not  refide  Verfailles,  the  k 
mous  collection  of  animals  had  be 
So  totally  negleCted,  that  they  wej 
all  either  dead  or  difperfed  .■  Beij^ 
difappointed  in  this  refpefl,  M 
Edwards  amufed  Jiimfelf  with  t! 
pompous  cavalcades,  and  expofi 
ons  of  reliques,  in  the  feve  i 
churches  and  religious  houfes;  al 
he  paid  particular  attention  to  ta 
labours  of  the  fculptor  and  pain'; 
in  the  public  buildings.  Whilft ( 
relided  in  France,  he  made  .0 
journeys  of  a  hundred  miles  ea| 
The  firft  was  to  Chalons  in  Cha. 
pagne,  in  the  month  of  May,  1 7J 
the  Second  was  on  foot,  to  (Dries 
and  Blois.  This  was  performed 
a  difguifed  habit,  with  the  defign: 
efcaping  thofe  Sons  of  rapine  wj 
make  their  depredations  on  travl 
lers.  The  Scheme  happened  to 
peculiarly  hazardous  :  for,  an  ed 
had  recently  been  iffued  to  feci 
vagrants,  in  order  to  tranfport  th 
to  America,  the  Banks  of  the  Mi 
fippi  ftanding  in  need  of  pope 
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on ;  the  confequence  of  which 
?as,  that  our  phiiofopher  narrowly 
leaped  a  weftern  voyage. 

“  On  Mr.  Edwards’s  return  to 
ingland,  he  clofely  pm-feed  his  fa- 
ourite  ftudy  of  Natural  Hiftory  ; 
pplying  himfelf  to  the  drawing 
nd  colouring  of  fuch  animals  as 
sll  under  his  notice.  His  earliefl 
are  was  rather  to  prefer ve  natural 
ban  picturei'que  beauty.  Birds  firft 
ngaged  his  particular  attention  > 
nd,  feme  of  the  beft  pictures  of 
hefe  fu Ejects  being  purchafed  by 
dm,  he  was  induced  to  make  a  fbw 
Irawings  of  his  own.  Thefe  were 
idmired  by  the  curious,  who,  by 
)aying  a  good  price  for  them,  en- 
:ouraged  our  young  naturalift  to 
iroceed  with  vigour  in  his  labours, 
fames  Theobald,  efq.  of  Lambeth, 

1  gentleman  zealous  for  the  promo- 
:ion  of  fcience,  was  one  of  Mr. 
Edwards’s  firft  patrons  and  bene- 
faftors.  Being  thus  unexpectedly 
nicouraged,  our  artift  increafed  in 
[kill  and  affiduity,  and  procured, 
3y  his  application  to  his  favourite 
mrfuit,  a  decent  fubfiftence  and  a 
arge  acquaintance.  Neverthelefs, 
he  remitted  his  indultry  in  1731, 
and,  in  company  with  two  of  his 
relations,  made  an  excurfion  to 
Holland  and  Brabant,  tie  was  not, 
however,  here ufelefsly  employed; 
for  he  collected  feveral  fcarce  books 
and  prints,  and  had  an  opportunity 
bf  examining  the  original  pictures 
|of  various  great  matters,  at  Ant¬ 
werp,  Bru dels,  Utrecht,  and  other 
large  cities. 

“In  December,  1733,  by  the  re¬ 
commendation  of  hr  Hans  Sloane, 
bart.  Prefident  of  the  College  of 
Phyficians,  Mr.  Edwards  was  cho- 
fen^ their  librarian,  and  had  apart¬ 
ments  affigned  him  in  the  college. 
Th  is,  which  was  the  principal 
epccha  of  his  private  life,  fixed 
him  in  an  office  that  was  particular¬ 


ly  agreeable  to  his  tafie  and  inclina- 

"i  ^ 

tion.  He  had  now  an  opportunity 
of  a  conltant  recourfe  to  a  valuable 
library,  filled  with  fcarce  and  cu¬ 
rious  books  on  thole  fubjeCts  of 

Natural  Hiflorv  which  he  moft  af- 
* 

fiduoufly  Itndied.  By  degrees  lie 
became  one  of  the  mod  eminent  or- 
nithologifts  in  our  own  or  any 
other  country ;  and  in  this  refpeCl 
his  merit  is  fo  well  known,  that  it 
cannot  be  called  in  queftion.  It 
may  particularly  be  obferved,  that 
he  never  trufted  to  others  what  he 
could  perform  himfelf ;  and  that 
he  often  found  it  fo  difficult  to  give 
fatisfabtion  to  his  own  mind,  that 
he  frequently  made  three  or  four 
drawings  to  delineate  the  objeCI  in 
its  moft  lively  character,  attitude, 
and  reprefentation.  • 

In  1743,  Mr.  Edwards  exhibited 
to  the  world  an  admirable  fpecimen 
of  his  labours,  in  the  appearance  of 
the  firft  volume  of  the  44  Hiftory  of 
Birds.”  It  was  publifhed  in  quarto, 
on  royal  paper,  and  contains  fixty- 
one  birds,  and  two  quadrupeds, 
moft  of  which  had  not  either  been 
delineated  or  deferibed  before. 
They  are  engraved  on  fifty-two 
plates,  from  original  drawings,  ex¬ 
actly  coloured,  with  full  and  accu¬ 
rate  deferiptions.  This  volume  is 
dedicated  to  the  prefident  and  fel¬ 
lows  of  the  royal  college  of  phy¬ 
ficians  ;  whofe  favours  and  „aifi fi¬ 
ance  are  acknowledged  by  the  au¬ 
thor  with  theutmoft  gratitude.  The 
deferiptions  were  publifhed  likewife 
in  the  French  language,  for  the  ufe 
of  foreigners,  as  is  the  caie  in  the 
fucceeding  volumes.  Mr.  Ed¬ 
wards's  fubferibers  having  exceed¬ 
ed  his  moft  fanguine  expectations, 
a  fecond  volume  of  44  The  Hiftory 
of  Birds”  appeared  in  1747,  dedi¬ 
cated  to  fir  Hans  Sloane,  then 
phyfician  to  his  majefty,  and  whole 
merit  as  a  naturalift  is  too  univer- 
A  3  fally 
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Tally  known,  both  at  home  and 
abroad,  to  require  any  diftindt  fpe- 
cification  in  this  place.  Sir  Hans’s 
friendfliip  to  our  author  is  menti¬ 
oned  in  the  dedication  with  all  the 
warmth  of  a  grateful  and  feeling 
heart.  The  volume  contains  fixty- 
one  birds  and  two  quadrupeds,  en¬ 
graved  on  fifty-two  copper  plates, 
with  descriptions.  In  1750,  was 
publifhed  the  third  volume,  con¬ 
taining  the  fame  number  of  plates, 
and  fifty-nine  birds.  It  was  dedi¬ 
cated, to  the  prefident,  council,  and 
fellows,  of  the  royal  fociety.  Our 
author’s  fourth  volume  came  from 
the  prefs  in  1751,  comprehending 
thirty, -feVen  plates,  pa  which  are 
engraved  thirty-nine  birds,  and  to 
which  are  added  fixteen  plates  of 
ferpents,  fifhes,  and  infeffcs.  This 
was  the  laft  volume  which  Mr.  Ed¬ 
wards  at  that  time  intended  to  pub- 
'iiih,  and  he  feems  to  have  confi- 
dered  it  as  the  molt  perfect  of  his 
productions  in  Natural  Hiftory  ;  on 
which  account  he  dedicated  it  to 
the  Supreme  Being.  The  dedica- 
tion  was,  without  doubt,  very  pi- 
oufiy  defigned,  but  the  wifdom  of 
It  cannot  be  commended.  Such  an 
affumption  is  too  great  for  any  hu¬ 
man  preature,  and  the  few  infian¬ 
ces  of  the  kind  that  have  occurred 

in  the  hiftory  of  literature  have  al- 
✓ 

ways  been  juftly  difapproved.  Per¬ 
haps  fome  of  our  readers  may  with 
to  fee  in  what  manner  our  Natura- 
iift  expreffed  hi rriiei f  in  this  extaor- 
d inary  dedication.  It  was  as  fol¬ 
lows  ; 

4  To  GOD, 

4  the  One  Eternal!  the  Incompre¬ 
hensible  !  the  Omniprefent,  the 
Omnifcient,  and  Almighty  Cre¬ 
ator  of  all  things  that  exift  1 
from  Orbs  immenfurably  great,  to 
”  the  minuteft  points  of  matter,  this 

*  Atom  is  dedicated  and  devoted, 

*  with  ail  polllble  gratitude,  humi- 

3 


4  Iiation,  worfhip,  and  the  higheft' 
4  adoration  both  of  body  and  mind, 

4  by 

4  His  moft  refigned, 

4  low,  and  humble.  Creature, 

GEORGE  EDWARDS/ 

,,  (  ,  ,, 

/  t  ' 

44  Though,  from  our  author’s 
addrefs  to  the  Deity,  it  might  be 
furmifed  that  he  meant  to  have  dif- 
continued  his  labours,  his  mind 
was  too  active,  and  his  love  of 
knowledge  too  ardent  for  him  1  to 
reft  fatisfied  with  what  he  had  al¬ 
ready  done.  Accordingly,  in  1758, 
he  publifhed  his  firft  volume 'of 
44  Gleanings  of  Natural  Hiftory,” 
exhibiting  feventy  different  birds, 
fifhes,  infects,  and  plants,  moft  of 
which  were  before  non-defcripts, 
coloured  from  nature,  on  fifty  cop¬ 
per  plates.  This  volume  was  dedi¬ 
cated  to  the  truftees  of  the  Britifii 
Mufeum.  A  judicious  periodical 
critic,  in  fpe'aking  of  the  work, 
hath  paid  the  following  tribute  to 
our  author’s  merit :  4  But  all  the 

4  writers  of  Natural  Hiftory  are  not 
4  chargeable  with  deficiencies  ;  fe- 
4  veral  having  given  defigns  from 
4  the  life,  and  executed  them  in  the 
*  moft  accurate  manner.  Among 
4  thefe,  Mr.  Edwards  deferves  the 
4  moft  honourable  mention  ;  his  de~ 
4  figns,  both  in  the  work  before  us, 
4  and  in  his  4  Hiftory  of  Birds,’  be- 
4  ing  drawn  with  the  greateft  accu- 
4  racy  from  nature :  and  therefore 
4  we  are  not  to  wonder  at  the  web 
4  come  reception  they  have  met  with 
4  from  all  who  have  any  tafte  for 
4  juft  delineations,  decorated  in  the 
4  moft  beautiful  manner.  The  prin- 
4  cipal  objeCt  is  here  always  drawn 
4  in  fome  natural  and  pleafing  atti- 
4  tude,  free  from  all  ftiffnefs  or  ab 
4  feCtation,  and  the  plate  embelldh- 
4  ed  in  fuch  a  manner  as  greatly  ro 
4  increafe  the  beauty  of  the  object 
4  itfelf.  Some  have,  indeed,  fug-. 
4  gefted,  that  authors  in  this  way 

4  have 
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have  fometimes  given  too  much 
fcope  to  fancy,  and,  to  increafe 
the  beauty  of  their  plates,  added 
many  touches  not  to  be  found  in 
nature.  But,  with  regard  to  Mr. 
Edwards,  we  hare  taken  fome 
pains  to  fatisfy  ourfelves  in  this 
particular,  by  comparing  many  of 
the  figures  with  the  natural  objects 
from  which  they  were  taken,  and 
:an  with  truth  aver,  that  we  per¬ 
ceived,  in  every  part,  a  very  exad 
'efemblance,  both  in  the  drawings 
md  the  colouring.  Mr.  Edwards 
has,  indeed,  made  ufe  of  art  in 
the  decorations  of  his  plates,  by 
forming  an  elegant  contrail  be- 
tween  the  colours  of  the  principal 
pbjefts  and  thofeofthe  ornaments; 
but,  in  this  refped,  he  has  never 
ieparted  from  nature ;  fuch  par- 
:iculars  being  chofen,  whofe  pro¬ 
per  colours  form  the  intended 
contrail.  Mr.  Edwards  has  alfo 
contrived  to  place  his  fubjeds  in 
i  variety  of  pleating  attitudes,  that 
he  eve  mav  not  be  tired  with  a 
fifgufting  lamenefs  of  pofition  ; 
which  at  once  betrays  a  poverty 
pf  invention  and  a  carelefs  infpec- 
tion  of  the  original  objects  them- 
felves.  Another  particular  which 
renders  Mr.  Edwards’s  works  the 
more  valuable  is,  that  moll  of  the 
fubjeds  are  fuch  as  have  never 
before  been  delineated  or  defcrib- 
cd,  or  that  have  been  inaccurately 
performed  by  others  :  fo  that  they 
ire  real  acquilitions  to  Natural 
ffiflory,  and  increafe  our  know¬ 
ledge  of  the  numberlefs  fpecies  of 
)bjeds  with  which  the  Almighty 
Creator  has  decorated  our  terref- 
trial  abode.’ 

“In  1 760,  our  author  publilhed  a 
cond  volume  of  the  44  Gleanings,’" 
mtaining  fifty  plates  and  defcrip- 
3ns,  as  well  as  engravings  of  one 
.mdred  animals  and  plants.  The 
plume  was  dedicated  to  the  late 
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earl  of  Bute,  whofe  Ihidious  at¬ 
tachment  to  Natural  Hillory,  and 
particularly  to  Botany,  is  well 
known.  The  third  part  of  the 
44  Gleanings,”  which conllituted  the 
feventh  and  laffc  volume  of  Mr. 
Edwards’s  works,  appeared  in  1763, 
and  was  dedicated  to  earl  Ferrers, 
who,  when  captain  Shirley,  had 
taken,  in  a  French  prize,  a  great 
number  of  birds  intended  for  ma- 
dame  Pompadour.  Thefe  he  com¬ 
municated  to  our  naturalist,  who 
was  hence  enabled  more  complete¬ 
ly  to  addtothe  valueof  his  labours. 
This  part  contains  eighty-five  dif¬ 
ferent  fubjeds,  defigned,  engraved, 
and  coloured  after  nature,  on  fifty- 
two  plates.  The  three  volumes  of 
the  44  Gleanings”  were  accompani¬ 
ed  with  a  French  tranflation  upon 
the  page  oppofite  to  the  Englifh. 
In  the  former  volumes  the  defcrip- 
tioris  in  French  were  feparately 
printed. 

Thus  our  author,  after  a  long 
feries  of  years,  the  moll  lludious 
application,  atid  a  very  extenfive 
correfpondence  with  every  quarter 
of  the  world,  concluded  a  work, 
which,  in  feven  volumes,  quarto, 
contains  engravings  and  descripti¬ 
ons  of  more  than  fix  hundred  fub¬ 
jeds  in  Natural  Hillory,  not  before 
defcribed  or  delineated,  and  all  the 
produdions  of  his  own  hand.  Some 
idea  of  the  extreme  accuracy  and 
care  of  our  indefatigable  artilt  may* 
be  formed  from  the  account  which 
he  himfelf  has  given  in  the  third 
volume  of  his  44  Gleanings,”  of  his 
Scrupulous  exadnefs,  in  order  to 
avoid  the  leaft  mifreprefentation,  of 
any  animal,  infed,  or  plant,  which 
he  cfiofe  to  delineate.  4  It  often  hap¬ 
pens,’  fays  he,  4  that  my  figures 
4  on  the  copper-plates  greatly  differ 
4  from  rny  original  drawings ;  for 
4  fometimes  the  originals  have  not 
4  altogether  pleafed  me  as  to  their  at- 
A  4  4  titudof 
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€  tkudes, or  actions.  In  fuch  cafes  I 
‘  have  made  three  or  four,  fometimes 
‘  fix  (ketches,  or  outlines,  and  have 

*  deliberately  confidered  them  all, 
c  and  then  fixed  upon  that,  which 

*  I  judged  mofl  free  and  natural,  to 
4  be  engraven  on  my  plated  4  It  is 

*  not  reafonable,’  adds  he,  4  to  ex- 
4  pec!  that  a  work  of  this  nature 
‘  ihould  be  highly  laboured  and 
4  fimfhed  in  the  colouring  part,  he- 
4  caufe  it  would  greatly  raife  the 
4  price  of  it,  as  colouring  work,  in 
4  London,  when  highly  finifhed, 

4  comes  very  dear.  The  mofl  ma- 
4  terial  part  is,  keeping  as  firiftly  as 
4  can  be  the  variety  of  colours  found 
4  in  the  natural  fubjects  ;  which  has 
4  been  my  principal  care  :  and  now, 

4  on  reviling  all  that  have  been  co- 
4  loured,  I  think  them  much  near- 
4  er  nature  than  moft  works  of  the 
4  kind  that  have  been  publifhedd 
Mr.  Edwards  added  to  the  whole  a 
general  index  in  French  and  Eng- 
lifh,  w  hicb  is  now  perfectly  com¬ 
pleted  witii  the  Linntean  names,  by 
that  great  naturalift  Linnaeus  him- 
felf,  who  frequently  honoured  him 
with  his  friendfnip  and  correfpon- 
dence. 

44  Upon  Mr.  Edwards’s  fmifhmg 
his  great  work,  we  find  him  mak¬ 
ing  the  following  extraordinary  de¬ 
claration,^  rather  petition, in  which 
he  fee  ms  afraid  that  his  pafiion  for 
his  favourite  fubjedl  of  natural  hif- 
tory  Ihould  get  the  better  of  a  no¬ 
bler  purfuit,  viz.  the  contemplation 
of  his  Maker.  4  My  petition  of 
4  God  (if  petitions  to  God  are  not 
*  presumptuous)  is,"  that  he  would 
4  remove  from  me  all  defire  of  pur- 
4  filing  natural  hiflory  or  any  other 
4  Rudy,  and  infpire  me  with  as 
4  much  knowledge  of  his  divine  na- 
4  tun  as  my  imperfect  (late  is  capa- 
4  ble  of ;  that  I  may  conduct  my- 
1  felt,  for  the  remainder  of  my  days, 


4  in  a. manner  mofl  agreeable  to  hi* 

4  will,  which  mufl  confequently 
4  be  mofl  happy  to  myfelf.  What 
4  my  condition  may  be  in  futurity  • 
4  is  known  only  to  the  wife  difpo- 1 
4  fer  of  all  things ;  yet  my  prefent 
4  defires  are  (perhaps  vain  and  in- 
4  confident  with  the  nature  of 
4  things ! )  that  I  may  become  an 
4  intelligent  fpirit,  void  of  grofs 
4  matter,  gravity,  and  levity,  en- 
4  dowed  with  a  voluntary  motive  j. 
4  power,  either  to  pierce  infinite-; 
4  ly  into  boundlefs  etlieriaE  fpace, 

4  or  into  folid  bodies ;  to  fee  and 
4  know  how  the  parts  of  the* 
4  great  univerfe  are  connected 
4  with  each  other,  and  by  what 
4  amazing  mechanifm  they  are  put. 
4  and  kept  in  regular  and  perpetual 
4  motion.  But,  O  vain  and  daring 
4  prefumption  of  thought !  I  mofl 
4  humbly  fubmit  my  future  exif- 
4  tence  to  the  fupreme  wall  of  the 
4  One  Omnipotent.’  In  the  firflpart 
of  this  petition  there  is  fome  de-; 
gree  of  enthufiafm  and  weaknefsJ 
Why  Ihould  Mr.  Edwards  have 
wifhed  to  lofe  the  delire  of  purfu- 
ing  natural  hillory,  fince  the  fludy. 
ot  nature  is  the  finely  of  the  works 
of  God,  the  rational  contemplation 
of  which  tends  to  enlarge  our  con¬ 
ceptions  of  the  power,  thewifdom. 
and  the  goodnefs,  of  the  divinity, 
and  to  promote  a  fpirit  of  devotion  i 
Nor  does  piety  require  that  anj 
other  ftudy  fhould  be  laid  afid< 
which  conduces  to  the  advance 
ment  of  knowledge  and  the  w  el  fan 
of  fociety.  The  fecond  part  ofoui 
author’s  prayer  contains  a  nobl< 
fentiment,  though  perhaps  not  ju ; 
dicioufly  expreffed.  The  though 
of  living  for  ever  in  the  purfuit  o 
fcience,  and  the  practice  of  virtu< 
and  benevolence,  irluft  be  infinite!} 
pleafing  to  an  enlightened  and  wei 
difpofed  mind  ;  and  I  have  o-ftei 

refiefto 
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refie&ed  that  thcfe  philofophers 
(and  it  is  to  be  feared  they  are  too 
numerous)  who  do  not  open  their 
underlie  ridings  to,  the  afliirances  of 
a  future  Rate,  which  religion  ad- 
mimfters,  have  juft  reafon  to  be 
mortified  at  their  being  deprived  of 
thofe  dignified  profpccts  of  eternal 
refeaixhes  into  the  conftitution  of 
thctmiverfe  which  they  might  other- 
wife  have  entertained. 

u Several  occaftonal  papers,  upon 
natural  hiftory,  were  communicated 
by  Mr.  Edwards  to  the  Royal  Soci¬ 
ety,  and  infer  ted  in  the  Phiiofophi- 
cal  Tranfadlions.  They  will  be 
found  in  the  forty-eighth,  forty- 
ninth,  fiftieth,  fifty-firft,  fifty-third, 
fifty-fifth,  and  fixty-firft  volumes 
of  that  moft  valuable  collection  ; 
and  moft  of  them  have  fi nee  been 
added,  with  new  engravings,  to 
the  memoirs  of  his  life  and  writ¬ 
ings.  In  a  few  inftances,  lie  cor- 
refponded  with  other  periodical 
publications.  'The  prefaces  and 
introductions  to  many  of  his 
volumes  contain  forne  curious  and 
ingenious  efiays,  relative  to  the  ob- 
^jed,  of  his  principal  purfuit;  and 
he  hath  given,  like  wife,  a  brief  and 
general  idea  of  drawing  and  paint¬ 
ing  in  water-colours,  with  inltruc- 
tionsfor  etching  on  copper-plates, 
and  reflections  on  the  pa  Rages  of 
birds.  The fe  efiays.  "m  1770,  were 
felefted  and  publilhed  by  our  au¬ 
thor,  in  one  volume,  oCcavo ;  his 
defign  in  doing  which  was  to  ac¬ 
commodate  and  afiift  thofe  peri o ns, 
in  their  researches  into  nature,  who 
were  not  equal  to  the  expence  of 
his  great  work. 

Seventeen  years  after  Mr.  Ed¬ 
wards  had  been  appointed  Library- 
keeper  to  the  College  cf  Phyficians, 
he  was  honoured  by  the  president 
and  council  of  the  royal  fociety 
with  the  donation  of  fir  Godfrey 
Copley’s  medal.  This  was  on  St- 


Andrew’s  Day,  1750;  and  the 
honour  was  conferred  upon  him  in 
confideration  of  his  having  juft  then 
completed  his  a  Natural  Hirtorv  of 
Birds/5  though  the  laft  volume  had 
not  yet  been  publifhed.  His  fen- 
fibilitv  of  this  diftinCtien  was 
Ihewn  by  him  in  his  caufinga  copy 
of  the  medal  to  be  engraved,  and 
placed  under  the  general  title  in  the 
firft  volume  of  his  hiftory.  On  the 
tenth  of  November,  1757,  he  was 
chofen  a  fellow  of  the  Royal  Soci¬ 
ety  ;  and  he  was  afterwards  defied 
into  the  Society  of  Antiquaries,  He 
had,  like  wife,  the  honour  of  being 
made  a  member  of  many  of  the 
academies  of  fcience  and  learning- 
m  different  parts  cf  Europe.  Jn 
return  for  fuch  marks  of  eftimation 
from  learned  bodies,  he  presented 
elegant  coloured  copies,  of  all  his 
works,  to  the  Royal  College  of 
Phyficians,  the  Royal  Society,  the 
Society  of  Antiquaries,  and  the 
Britifh  Mufeum.  Having  made  the 
fame  prefent  to  the  Royal  Acade¬ 
my  of  Sciences  at  Paris,  he  received 
from  that  eminent  body  a  moft  po  - 
lite  obliging  letter  of  thanks,  writ¬ 
ten  by  their  then  fecretary,  mo  li¬ 
ft  eur  Defouchy. 

u  Our  author  was  honoured  with 
the  friendiliip  and  generous  fupport 
of  fome  of  the  principal  nobility 
and  gentry  of  this  kingdom;  and 
he  has  mentioned,  with  peculiar 
pleafure,  his  being  patronized  by 
four  great  men,  who  were  juftly 
ranked  among  the  moft  eminent 
promoters  of  learning,  fcience,  and 
arts,  in  the  prefent  century.  Thefe 
were  the  late  duke  of  Richmond, 
fir  Hans  Sloane,  Dr. 7  Mead,  and 
Martin  Folkes;  efq.  whofe  cha¬ 
racters,  as  drawn  up  by  Mr.  Ed¬ 
wards,  form  cio  di  fag  re  cable  ipe- 
cimen  of  his  talent  for.  Biogra¬ 
phical  Sketches.  By  the  deceafe  of 
thefe  perfonages,  fo  truly  noble,  ia 
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good,  and  every  way  fo  highly  ac- 
complifhed,  in  the  fhort  ipace  of 
three  or  four  years,  our  natural!!! 
was  greatly  humbled  and  difcou- 
ra'ged.  He  imagined,  that,  after 
fuch  a  lots  to  arts  and  fciences  in 
general,  and  to  himfelf  in  particu¬ 
lar,  all  endeavours  to  excel  in  any 
branch  of  knowledge  would  be  fruit* 
lefs,  for  want  of  eminent  men  to 
infpire  the  riling  generation  ;  arid 
he  thought  of  difcontinuing  any 
farther  progrefs  in  natural  hiftory. 
But  the  national  fpirit  that  was  dif- 
played  in  the  eftabliftiment  of  that 
grand  repolitory  of  fcience,  the 
Britifli  Mufeum,  revived  his  paf- 
fion  for  his  favourite  purfuits,  and 
was  aliimulus  toothers  to  engage-in 
fimilar  labours ;  4  and,  I  hope,’ 

fays  he,  4  thefe  feeds,  fown  by  pub- 
4  lie  authority,  cherillied  and  pro- 
4  tedled  by  a  prince  diftinguilhed 
4  for  virtue  and  learning,  will  fake 
*  root,  fpring  up,  and  yield  aplen- 
4  tiful  harveft.’  Mr.  Edwards’s  hope 
lias  been  happily  accompliihed  : 
the  harveft  truly  has  been  plente¬ 
ous,  and  the  labourers  not  a  few. 

“After  our  author’s  publication  of 
the  tall  volume  of  his  44  Gleanings,” 
being  arrived  at  his  feventieth  vear, 
he  round  that  his  fight  began  to  fail 
him,  and  that  his  hand  loti  its 
fteadinefs.  He  continued,  however, 
feme  years  afterwards  in  his  office 
of  Librarian  to  the  Royal  College 
cd  rhyficians  ;  but,  finding  his  in¬ 
firmities-  to  increafe,  he  retired,  in 
1 769,  from  public  employment,  to 
a  little  houfe  which  he  purchafedat 
Pla-iftow;  previoufly  to  which  he 
difpofed  of  all  the  copies,  as  well 
as  plates,  of  his  works,  to  Mr. 
Robfon,  bookfeller,  in  Nc  w'Bond- 
flreet.  His  collection  of  drawings: 

.  .  O  7 

amounting  to  upwards  of  nine  hun¬ 
dred,  had  before  been  pure  haled 
by  the  earl  of  Bute.  The  conver- 
f  tlon  of  a  few  felect  friends,  and 
tne  perufal  of  a  few  choice  books, 
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were  Mr.  Edwards’s  amufement  in 
the  evening  of  his  life;  and  he  oc~ 
cafionally  made  excurfions  to  fome 
of  the  principal  cities  in  England; 
particularly  to  Briftol,  Bath,  Exe¬ 
ter,  and  Norwich. 

44  Old  as  our  author  now  was,  he 
could  not  wholly  abftain  from  his 
beloved  employments  :  he  delineat¬ 
ed  at  Plaiftow  fome  fcarce  animals; 
and  particularly  the  Siyah  Ghujh ,  or 
black  ear?  a  fpecies  of  the  cat-kind; 
an  engraving  of  which,  from  his 
drawing,  may  be  found  in  Dr. 
Gregory  Sharpe’s  edition  of  the 
44  Sintagma  Diffiertationum”  of  Dr. 
ThomajZHyde.  Our  naturalift  made 
alfo  a  drawing  and  engraving  of  the 
Argus  or  Luen ,  one  of  the  large!! 
fpecies  of  pheafant,  a  native  of  the 
North  of  China.  This  was  done 
from  a  preferved  bird,  that  had 
been  tranfmitted  to  Dr.  Fothergill, 
Another  of  his  drawings  was  of  the 
fnake-ki-ller  of  the  Indies,  from  the 
living  bird  belonging  to  captain 
Raymond,  at  Valentines  in  Elfex. 
Engravings  of  thefe  three  animals, 
and  of  the  narrow -beaked  crocodile 
^of  the  Ganges,  and  the  frog-fifii  of 
Surinam,  are  given  in  the  Addenda 
to  the  Memoirs  of  Mr.  Edwards’s 
Life.  We  may  add,  that,  during 
his  retirement  at  Plaiftow,  he  made 
drawings  of  the  Kejtril ,  a  fpecies 
of  hawk  found  in  hollow  trees  and 
ruined  buildings  in  England  ;  which 
bird  the  reader  will  find  deicribed, 
in  the  44  Britifti  Zoology,”  by  the 
ingenious  Mr.  Pennant,  with  whom 
our  author  had  a  long  and  uninter¬ 
rupted  friendftiip  and  correfpon- 
dence.  Mr.  Edwards  left  an  edition 
of  Willoughby's  Ornithology,  with 
manufeript  notes,  and  many  curi¬ 
ous  obfervations  ;  in  which  he  cor¬ 
rected  the  miftakes,  and  fupplied 
the  omiffions,  of  former  writers.  It 
is  faid  that  they  werefoon  intended 
to  be  given  to  the  public;  but  we 
do  not  recoiled!  that  they  have  ever 

made 
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made  their  appearance.  Sometime 
before  his  deeeafe,  he  difpofed  ol  a 
curious  copy  of  44  Cate/by' s  Carolina ” 
to  Mr  Bartlet,  of  Lamb’s-Conduit- 
ftreet.  The  plates  were  highly  co¬ 
loured  by  himfelf,  and  he  often  ex- 
prelfed  his  opinion  that  they  were 
equal  to  the  author’s  original 
work. 

“  Mr.  Edwards’s  latter  years  were 
embittered  by  the  alarming  depre¬ 
dations  of  a  cancer,  which  baffled 
all  the  efforts  of  medical  fflill,  and 
deprived  him  of  the  fight  of  one  of 
his  eyes.  He  fuffered  much,  like- 
wife,  from  the  frone,  a, complaint 
to  which  he  had  been  fubjeCt  at 
different  periods  of  his  life.  It  has, 
neverthelefs,  been  remarked,  that 
in  the  fevered:  paroxyfms  of  mifery 
he  was  fcarcelv  known  to  utter  a 

.  j 

fingle  complaint.  Having  com¬ 
pleted  his  eightieth  year,  and  be¬ 
come  emaciated  with  age  and  fick- 
nefs,  he  died  on  the  twenty-third 
of  July,  1773,  deservedly  lamented 
by  a  numerous  acquaintance.  To 
two  filters,  whom  he  left  behind 
him,  lie  bequeathed  the  fortune 
which  he  had  acquired  by  an  affi- 
duous  application  to  his  favourite 
purfuits.  They  did  not  long  fur- 
vive  him,  and,  dying  within  a  few 
hours  of  each  other,  were  buried 
together.  Mr.  Edwards’s  remains 
were  interred  in  the  church-yard  of 
Weft- Ham,  his  native  parifti,  where 
his  executors  have  ereCted  a  ltone, 
with  a  plain  infeription,  to  perpe- 
;  tuate  his  lki.ll  as  an  artilf,  and  his 
I  knowledge  .as  a  zoologift.  With 
regard  to  his  perfon,  he  was  of  a 
middle  ftature,  rather  inclining  to 
j  corpulence  :  the  turn  of  his  mind 
was  liberal  and  chearful.  The  be¬ 
nevolence  of  his  tamper  was  expe¬ 
rienced  by  all  his  acquaintance,  and 
his  poor  neighbours  frequently  par¬ 
took  of  his  bounty.  From  the  dif¬ 
fidence  and  humility  which  were 
always  apparent  in  his  behaviour, 


he  did  not  feem  to  be  calculated  for 
finning  in  general  converfation ; 
but,  to  perfons  who  had  a  tafte  for 
ftudies  congenial  to  his  own,  he 
was  a  moft  entertaining  as  well  as 
communicati  v  e  c  ompanio  11 . 

44  Linnaeus’s  encomiums  on  Mr. 
Edwards  were  not  confined  to  his 
life,  but  extended  to  him  after  his 
deeeafe.  I11  a  letter  written  to 
Mr.  Robfon,  in  the  year  17*55,  he 
fays,  4  Edwardi  aves  certe  primum 
‘  locum  tenent,  inter  omnia  opera, 
4  quae  in  ornithologia  prodiere,  in 
4  quibus  dubius  haereo,  utrum  magis 
4  extollam  auCtoris  infinitam  dili- 
4  gentiam  in  conquirendo  rarilli- 
4  mam  copiam  avium  no  varum  ex 
4  toto  orbe,  et  acutiffirne  deferiben- 
4  do  eorum  ftruCluram  ;  an  figuras 
4  dando  vivas  et  accuratiffimas,  et 
4  quales  mundus  antea  non  vidit/ 
Flow7  much  Mr.  Edwards's  works 
continue  to  be  held  in  eftimation  is 
apparent  from  the  high  price  at 
which  they  are  commonly  fold. 
His  proper  and  diftinCl  character  is, 
that  he  rar  excelled  all  the  Enyiifh 
ornithoiogifts  who  had  gone  before 
him.  The  immenfe  acceffions 
which,  fince  the  year  1763,  have 
been  made  to  natural  knowledge, 
and  the  higher  degree  of  tafte  and 
elegance  to  which  the  art  of  engrav* 
ing  lias  been  carried,  will  give  to 
feme  productions  now  in  prepara¬ 
tion  an  eminence  and  a  reputation 
In  peri  or  to  what  our  author  has  at¬ 
tained.  But  that  he  fhould  be  ex¬ 
ceeded  by  thofe  who  came  after 
him  will  be  no  diminution  to  his 
juft  fame,  or  prevent  his  memory 
from  being  handed  down  to  pofte- 
rity  with  honour  and  applaufe. 

44  To  the  collectors  of  the  por¬ 
traits  of  literary  men  it  may  not  be 
amifs  to  mention,  that  a  print  of 
Mr.  Edwards,  pn  graved  by  J.  S. 
Miller  in  1754,  after  a  painting  by 
Dandridge,  is  a  moft  linking  like- 
nefs.” 
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Biografhical  Account  of  THOMAS  EDWARDS,  Author  of  the 

Canons  of  Criticism. 

[Extra (Red  from  the  fame  Work.] 


HJpHOMAS  Edwards,  a  critic 
and  poetical  writer,  was 
born  in  the  year  1699,  in  or  near  the 
city  of  London,  and  was  a  younger 
fon  of  -  Edwards,  efq.  a  gentle¬ 

man  in  the  profeffion  of  the  law. 
His  grandfather  had  been  of  the 
fame  profeffion.  The  principal 
part  of  his  grammatical  education 
he  is  faid  to  have  received  at  Eton 
fchooi,  where  he  became  an  excel¬ 
lent  claffical  fcholar,  and  laid  the 
foundation  of  that  good  tafie  in 
polite  literature  by  which  he  was 
afterwards  diftmguiihed.  It  is  far¬ 
ther  afferted,  in  the  anecdotes  of 
Mr.  Bowyer,  that  he  removed  from 
Eton  to  King’s  College,  Cambridge. 
But  in  the  New  Univerfal  Dic¬ 
tionary  it  is  declared,  that  he  was 
brought  up  at  a  private  fchooi,  and 
that  he  never  was  a  member  of  ei¬ 
ther  of  the  univerhties.  If  he  was 
aft  11  dent  at  Cambridge,  it  is  cer¬ 
tain  that  he  quitted  his  .college 
without  taking  a  degree.  At  a  pro¬ 
per  age  he  was  entered  of  Lincoln’s 
Inn,  and,  in  due  time,  was  called 
to  the  bar  ;  but,  having  a  confide- 
table  hefitation  in  his  fpeech,  he 
was  difcou raged  from  engaging 
much  in  the  practice  of  the  law. 
Although  he  never  appears  to  have 
fallen  into  that  diffipation  which  is 
fometimes  chargeable  upon  young 
gentlemen  of  the  inns  of  court,  it 
may  be  conjectured,  from  his  fub- 
fequent  publications,  that  he  ap¬ 
plied  him  {elf  more  affiduoufty  to 
to  the  cultivation  of  the  belles 
lettres  than  to  the  feverer  Trudies 
belonging  to  his  profeffion.  Shak¬ 
fpeare,  in  particular,  was  the  object 
of  his  warmeft  adrn  ration  and  moil 


fedulous  attention  ;  and  to  this  cir- 
cumftance  Mr.  Edwards  is  princi¬ 
pally  indebted  for  his  literary  repu¬ 
tation.  His  firft  appearance  from  ) 
the  prefs  was  in  a  pamphlet,  pub- 
liftied  in  1744,  and  entituled,  u  A 
Letter  to  the  Author  of  a  late  Epis¬ 
tolary  Dedication,  addreffed  to 
Mr.  Warburton.”  This  was  the 
beginning  of  our  author’s  attack 
upon  that  famous  writer ;  which 
was  followed,  in  1  747,  by  “  A  Sup¬ 
plement  to  Mr.  Warburton's  Edi¬ 
tion  of  Shakfpeare,”  a  performance 
fo  well  received  by  the  world,  that 
two  impreffions  of  it  were  printed 
in  the  fame  year.  A  third  edition 
of  it  appeared  in  1748,  under  the 
title  of  “  The  Canons  of  Criticifm,  ! 
and  a  Gloftary,  being  a  Supplement 
to  Mr.  Warburton’s  edition  of 
Shakfpeare.  Collected  from  the  1 
Notes  in  that  celebrated  Work,  and 
proper  to  be  bound  up  with  it. 
By  the  other  Gentleman  of  Lin¬ 
coln’s  Inn;”  which  title  the  book 
has  ever  fince  retained.  The  ex- 
preffion  of  the  li  other  Gentleman  of 
Lincoln’s  Inn”  refers  to  a  previous 
controverfy  of  .Warburton’s,  upon 
a  different  topic,  with  another  mem¬ 
ber  of  that  fociety.  Mr.  Warbur- 
ton,  in  the  preface  to  his  edition  of 
Shakfpeare,  declares,  that  it  had 
been  once  his  defign  to'  give  the 
reader  a  body  of  Canons  for  lite¬ 
rary  criticifms,  drawn  out  in  form, 
together  with  a  gloflary  ;  but  that  . 
he  had  laid  afide  his  purpofe,  as 
thefe  ufes  might  be  well  fupplied 
by  what  he  had  occaftonally  faid 
upon  the  fubjeft  in  the  courfe  of 
his  remarks.  This  idea  Mr.  Ed¬ 
wards  humoroufly  took  up,  and 

from 
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from  the  notes  and  corrections 
of  Warburton’s  Shakfpeare,  has 
framed  a  fet  of  Canons  ridicu- 
loufiy  abfur-d,  each  of  which  is 
confirmed  and  iliuftrated  by  exam¬ 
ples  taken  from  the  edition  in 
queftion.  Every  one  will  allow, 
that  Mr.  Edwards  has  perfectly  fuc- 
ceeded  in  his  attempt,  and  that 
through  the  whole  or  his  work  he 
has  difplayed  his  wit,  his  learning, 
and  his  intimate  acquaintance  with 
Shakfpeare.  The  44  Canons,”  as 
enlarged  in  the  later  imprefiioms, 
are  twenty-five  in  number,  ft  was 
not  to  be  expected  that  our  author’s 
attack  upon  Warburton,  though 
conduced  with  pleafantry  rather 
than  ill  nature,  fhould  pafs  unno¬ 
ticed  by  that  gentleman.  In  fa£t, 
it  was  too  formidable  to  avoid  ex¬ 
citing  refentment.  Accordingly, 
Mr.  Warburton  introduced  Mr. 
Edwards  into  the  next  edition  of 
Pope’s  Dunciad.  It  was  in  a  note 
under  the  following  lines  in  the 
fourth  book  of  that  work  : 

.  Next  bidding  all  draw  near  on  bended 
knees. 

The  queen  confers  her  titles  and  degrees. 
Her  children  firft,  of  more  diftinguifli’d 
fort, 

Who  ftudy  Shakfpeare,  at  the  inns  of 
court. 

4  Ill,’  fays  our  annotator,  4  would 
.  4  that  fcholiaft  difeharge  his  duty, 
4  who  fhould  neglect  to  honour 

•  o 

4  thofe  whom  dullnefs  has  difiin- 
4  guithed :  or  fuffer  them  to  lie 
4  forgotten,  when  their  rare  mo- 
4  deify  would  have  left  them  name- 
4  lefs.  Let  us  not,  therefore,  over- 
4  look  the  fervices  which  have-been 
4  done  her  caufe,  by  one  Mr. 
4  Thomas  Edwards,  a  gentleman, 
4  as  he  is  pieafed  to  call  himfelf,  of 
4  Lincoln’s  Inn  ;  but,  in  reality,  a 
* 4  gentleman  only  of  the  Dunciad  ; 


4  or  to  fpeak  him  better,  in  the  plain 
4  language  of  our  honelf  ancelfors, 

4  to  fuch  mu  (brooms,  a  gentleman 
4  of  the  laft  edition:  who,  nobly 
4  eluding  the  folicitude  of  his  care- 
4  ful  father,  very  early  retained 
4  himfelf  in  the  caufe  of  dullnefs 
4  againff  Shakfpeare,  and  .with  the 
4  wit  and  learning  of  his  anceftor 
4  Tom  Thimble,  in  the  Ilehearfai, 
4  and  with  the  air  of  good-nature 
4  and  -politenefs  of  Caliban  in  the 
4  Tempeif,  hath  now  happily  fi- 
4  ni (lied  the  Dunce's  progrefs,  in 
4  perfonal  abufe.  For  a  libeller  is 
4  nothing  but  a  Grub-ifreet  critic 
4  run  to  feed.’ 

44  Mr.  Edwards,  who  had  inflicted 
fo  deep  a  wound  on  Warburton’s 
edition  of  .Shakfpeare,  and  who 
could  be  no  (Danger  to  the  irafei- 
bility  of  his  literary  temper,  ought 
to  have  been  prepared  for  fome 
fuch  attack.  This,  however,  was 
not  the  cafe.  Warburton’s  note, 
and  the  introduction  by  it  of  our 
author  into  the  Dunciad,  were  felt 
by  him  in  a  very  fenfible  degree ; 
and  he  was  particularly  hurt  at 
what  he  thought  a  reflection  upon 
his  birth.  Kis  refentment  on  this 
occafion  was  (trongly  exprefled  in 
a  preface  which  he  prefixed  to 
a  new  impreffion  of  the  44  Ca¬ 
nons  of  Criticifm.”  In  one  re- 
fpect  Mr.  Edwards  appears  to 
have  been  miftaken.  Warburton 
had  no  reference  to  his  parental 
origin  ;  which  circumftance  he  con- 
defeended  to  explain  in  an  addi¬ 
tional  note,  though  in  very  mi- 
courtly  language.  4  Lamentable,* 
fays  he,  4  is  the  dulnefs  of  thefe 
4  gentlemen  of  the  Dunciad.  This 
4  Fun-go  fo  and  his  friends,  who  are 
4  all  gentlemen,  have  exclaimed 
4  mu'ch  againft  us  for  reflecting  on 
4  his  birth  in  the  words,  a  gentle - 
4  man  of  the  lajl  edition ,  which  we 

4  hereby 
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4  hereby  declare  concern  not  liis 
4  birth,  but  his  adoption  only  ;  and 
4  mean  no  more  than  that  he  is  be- 
4  come  a  gentleman  of  the  laft  edi- 
4  tion  of  the  Dunciad.  Since  gen- 
4  tlemen,  then,  are  fo  captious, .we 
4  tiling  it  proper  to  declare,  that 
4  Mr.  Thomas  Edwards’s  anceftor 
4  is  only  related  to  him  by  the 
4  Mufe’s  fide.’ 

Not  fatisfied  with  anfwering 
Warburton  in  profe,  Mr.  lid  wards' 
jklted  him  with  fonnets.  One  of 
them  may  fuffice  as  a  fpecimen  of 
the  reft: 

*  Tongue  doughty  pedant,  whofe  ambitious 
mind 

Prompts  thee  beyond  thy  native  pitch  to  , 
foar ; 

And  imp’d  with  borrow’d  plumes  of  in¬ 
dex  lore, 

Range  through  the  vaft  of  fcience  un¬ 
confin’d  ! 

Not  for  thy  wing  was  fuch  a  flight  de¬ 
fin’d  : 

Know  thy  own  ftrength,  and,  wife,  at¬ 
tempt  no  more ; 

JBut  lowly  jfkim  round  error’s  winding 
fiiore, 

In  quell  of  paradox,  from  fenfe  refin’d. 
JMuch  haft  thou  written  —  more  than  will 
be  read  ;  'i  ‘ 

Then  ceafe  from  Shakfpeare  thy  unhal¬ 
low’d  rage ; 

Nor  by  a  fond  o’erweening  pride  milled, 
Hope  fame  by  injuring  the  facred  dead  : 
Know  who  would  comment  well  his  god¬ 
like  page, 

Critic,  mufl  have  a  heart  as  well  as 
head.’  ' 

Mr.  Edwards  had  the  lefs  reafon 
for  being  much  affected  by  War- 
burton’s  reflection,  as  he  had  am¬ 
ple  caufe  for  fatisfaCtion,  in  the 
repeated  impreffiofis  of  his  work, 
in  the  approbation  of  his  friends, 
and  in  the  elegant  Ode  addreffed  to 
him  by  Dr.  Akenlide. 

To  the  feventh  edition  of  the 
Canons  of  Criticifm,  which  was 
publiflied  in  1765,  is  annexed  a 
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fmall  piece,  entituled,  u  An  account 
of  the  Trial  of  the  Letter  r,  alias, 
44  Y,”  the  defign  of  which  was  to 
put  gentlemen  of  learning  and  lei  - 
fare  in  mind  of  fettling  the  ortho¬ 
graphy  of  our  language.  It  is  a 
feniible  performance,  and  difplavs, 
in  a  pleafing  manner,  Mr.  Edwards’s 
fkill  in  Enolifh  criticifm  ;  a  ftudv, 
of  which  he  was  particularly  fond, 
and  in  which  few  have  fhewn  a 
more  exaCt  tafte.  The  two  chief 
things  hinted  at  in  the  piece  are 
uniformity  in  fpelling,  where  the 
reafons  from  derivation  are  the 
fame  ;  and,  preferving,  as  much  as 
,may  be,  the  marks  of  etymology. 
In  the  fame  publication  are  given 
fifty  of  our  author’s  fonnets,  in 
the  ftyle  and  manner  of  Spenfer, 
twenty-feven  of  which  had  never 
before  been  printed.  The  reft,  two 
excepted,  had  previoufly  appeared 
in  Dodtley’s  and  Pearch’s  collec¬ 
tions  of  poems.  .Two  more  ori¬ 
ginal  fonnets,  together  with  an  ode, 
occafioned  by  a  lady’s  being  burnt 
with  curling-irons,  may  be  feen  in 
the  fixth  volume  of  Nichols’s  Se¬ 
lect  Collection.  The  mention  of 
thefe  productions  brings  Mr.  Ed¬ 
wards  before  us,  under  the  charac¬ 
ter  of  a  poet;  in  which  refpeCt  we 
can  by  no  means  fpeak  fo  highly 
of  him  as  in  his  critical  capacity. 
Excepting  in  the  fingle  inftance  juft 
fpecified,  we  have  nothing  from 
his  poetical  pen  befides  fonnets. 
Of  thefe  it  is  faid,  that  they  are 
4  correCt,  fimple,  not  aiming  at 
4  points  or  turns,  in  the  phraie  and 
4  ftruCture  rather  ancient,  for  the 
4  mqft  part  of  a  grave,  or  even  of 
4  a  melancholy  caft ;  formed,  in 
4  fliort,  upon  the  model  of  the  Ita- 
4  bans  of  the  good  age,  and  of  their 
4  imitators  among  us,  Spenfer  and 
4  Milton.’  All  this  may  be  true, 
without  conveying  any  high  der 
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gree  of  praife  ;  and,  indeed  our 
moft  eminent  poets  have  inherited 
but  a  (lender  portion  of  reputation 
from  their  fonnets*  After  having 
read  thofe  of  Mr.  Edwards  with 
attention,  the  chief  applaufe  we 
can  b#edow  upon  them  is,  that  they 
difcover  the  traces  of  an  elegant 
mind  and  a  good  heart.  The  acer 
fpiritus ,  the  vis  vivida ,  will  be 
fought  for  in  them  in  vain.  We 
acknowledge,  at  the  fame  time, 
that  we  are  no  fond  admirers  of 
this  fpecies  of  poetry.  It  is  liable, 
we  think,  to  various  objections. 
The  conftruCHon  of  the  ftanza,  in 
particular,  and  the  manner  in 
which  the  rhymes  return,  (elpe- 
cially  if  the  ancient  models  be 
ftriCtly  followed,)  are  very  aukward 
ind  unpleafant.  Such  of  our  read¬ 
ers  as  wifh  to  fee  what  may  be 
idvanced  againfl  and  for  the  fon- 
let,  may  have  recourfe  to  two  able 
md  acute  critics,  who  have  exerted 
hemfelves  on  the  fubjedt ;  Mr. 
iteevens,  in  an  abfolute  condemna- 
ion  of  this  mode  of  writing,  and 
Mr.  Malone,  in  a  moderate  defence 
>f  it,  with  a  more  immediate  view 
o  the  exculpation  of  Shakfpeare. 
Mr.  Steevens  has  involved  Mr. 
Edwards  in  his  cenfure.  Though, 
n  general,  we  incline  to  Mr.  Stee- 
r£ns’s  fide  of  the  queflion,  we  are, 
towever,  not  infenfible  that  there 
re  feveral  beautiful  fonnets  in  our 
uiguage.  Thofe  of  Mrs.  Char- 
otte  Smith  are  peculiarly  excel- 
snt,  and  have  juftly  given  her  a 
ngh  reputation.  The  few  which 
^ave  been  written  by  Mifs  Helen 
Villiams,  and  Mifs  Seward,  are 
lery  elegant  and  pleafing;  and 
lliere  are  other  fonnets  which  might 
|e  mentioned  with  approbation. 
*ut  we. .mu  ft  ftill  continue  to  main- 
|dn  that  this  fafhionable  me- 
liod  of  compofition  has  been  car¬ 


ried  to  a  ridiculous  excefs  j  and  that 
it  has  loaded  our  poetical  mifcel- 
lanies,  and  our  monthly  magazines, 
with  an  immenfe  number  of  infipid 
productions.  One  thing,  however, 
may  be  faid  in  its  favour,  as  it  has 
lately  been  conducted  ;  wrhich  is, 
that  fome  perfons  have  dropped 
the  uncouth  arrangement  of  rhymes 
attached  to  the  old  fonilet,  and  have 
compofed  it  in  three  elegiac  ftanzaS, 
ending  with  a  couplet.  This  is  an 
improvement. 

“  The  early  part  of  Mr.  Edwards^ 
life  was  chiefly  fpent  in  town,  and 
at  Pitzhanger  in  Middlefex.  But, 
in  1739,  he  pqrchafed  an  eftateat 
Turrick,  in  the  parifh  of  Ellefbo- 
rough,  in  Btickinghamlhire,  where 
he  refided  till  his  deceafe.  This, 
however,  did  not  prevent  his  future 
mixture  with  his  literary  friends, 
who  were  numerous,  and  refpedf- 
able  both  in  rank  and  character. 
It  appears  that  he  was  acquainted 
with  Richard  Owen  Cambridge, 
eiq,  the  Hon.  Philip  Yorke  (after¬ 
wards  fecund  earl  of  Hardwicke), 
Daniel  Wray,  efq.  the  honourable 
Charles  (Yorke,  Ifaac  Hawkins 
Browne,  efq.  the  lord  Chancellor 
Hardwicke,  archbifnop  Herring, 
lord  Willoughby  of  Parham,  Mr. 
Samuel  Richardfon,  George  On¬ 
flow,  efq.  (now  lord  Onflow),  Dr.j 
Heberden,  the  right  honourable 
Arthur  Onflow,  Mr.  Highmore  the 
painter,  and  other  accomplifhed 
gentlemen.  Dr.  Akenfide’s  regard 
for  him  has  already  beendifplayed. 
Three  of  his  letters  to  Dr.  Birch 
may  be  perufed  in  the  fifty-third 
volume  of  the  Gentleman’s  Ma¬ 
gazine.  Mrs.  Chapone,  when 
Mifs  Mulfo,  addrefied  an  elegant 
ode  to  him,  which  he  anfwered  by 
a  fonnet. 

u  It  is  fo  good  a  one,  that  we  fhall 
give  it  to  our  readers : 
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Sweet  linnet,  who,  from  oft  the  laurel 
fpvay  . 

That  hangs  o’er  Speufer  s  ever-facred 
tomb,  _  ' 

Pour ’ft  out-  fuch  notes  asftrike  the  wood¬ 
lark  dumb, 

And  vie  with  Philomel’s  enchanting  lay  5 
How  fhall  my  verfe  thy  melody  repay  ? 

If  my  meek  voice  could  read  the  age  to 
come. 

Like  Coiin  Clout’s  thy  name  Ihould  ever 
bloom 

Through  future  times,  unconfcieus  of  de- 
cay  : 

Put  my  frail  aid  thy  merits  not  require; 
Thee  Polyhymnia,  in  the  rofeate  bowers 

Of  high  Parnaffus,  ’midft  the  vccal 
throng, 

Shall  glad  receive,  and  to  her  tuneful  fire 

Prefent,  where,  crown’d  with  amai  an* 
tine  flowers, 

The  raptur’d  choir  fhall  liften  to  thy 
long. 

44  1VT\  Edwards’s  mod  intimate 
friend  feerns  to  have  been  Richard 
■Roderick,  efq.  of  Queen’s  College, 
in  the  Univerfity  of  Cambridge, 
‘Mailer  of  Arts,  and  a  Fellow  of  the 
Royal  Society,  and  of  the  Society 
of  Antiquaries.  This  gentleman 
affifted  Mr.  Edwards  in  his  4  Ca¬ 


nons  of  Criticifm;*  and  they  r 
terwards  correfponded  togetlu 
concerning  their  favourite  bard 
the  refult  of  which  was,  the  4  R< 
marks  on  Shakfpeare,’  annexed  n 
the  laft  edition  of  the  4  Canons 
In  Mr.  Edwards’s  ninety-ninth  for 
net,  Mr.  Roderick  is  celebrated  ; 
poffeffed  of  very  confiderable  pea, 
tical  talents. 

u  Some  other  of  Mr.  Roderick 
poetical  pieces  are  in  the  fecor. 
volume  of  Dodfley’s  colle&ion, 

44  Mr.  Edwards  departed  this  li 
on  the  third  of  January,  1757,  whil 
he  was  upon  a  vifit  at  his  frier 
Mr.  Ric hard fon’ sat  Parfon’s  Gree 
and  was  buried  in  the  church-yai 
of  Ellelbo rough,  where  a  mom{ 
ment  is  erected  to  his  memory. 

44  In  1761,  was  pnblifhed  a  firm 
tract,  which  had  been  written  t 
our  author,  entkuled,  f4  Free  ar 
4  candid  Thoughts  Jn  the  Do&rii, 

4  of  Predeftination.’  It  is  fuf 
dent  to  fay  of  It,  that,  if  it  co 
tamed  nothing  new,  it  difplayedtl, 
liberality  of  his  fentiments. 
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[From  the  fame  Work.] 


44  O'BERT  D odder,  a  poetical, 
tC*.  dramatical,  and  mifcellane- 
ous  writer,  was  born  at  Mansfield,  in 
Nottingham fh ire,  in  the  year  1703. 
The  humble  fituation  and  circum- 
ftances  of  his  parents  precluded 
him  from  the  advantages  of  a  libe¬ 
ral  education;  and  to  his  misfor¬ 
tune  in  this  refperit  he  has  alluded 
in  one  of  his  poems : 

*  O  native  Sherwood  !  happy  were  thy 
hard. 

Might  theffe  his  rural  notes  to  future  time, 


Boaft  of  tall  groves,  ihat  nodding  g§ 
thy  plain,  J 

Rofe  to  their  tuneful  melody.  But  an. 
Beneath  the  feeble  efforts  oi  a  mufe 
Untutor’d  by  the  lore  of  Greece  or  P.omc 
A  ft  ranger  to  the  fair  Caftalian  fprings, 
Whence  happier  poets  infpiration  draw. 
And  the  fweet  magic  of  perfuaftve  foug,  • 
The  weak  prefumytion,  the  food  ml 
expires.’  /  . 

il  When  he  grew  up  to  manhofi 
no  better  mode  of  fubfiftence 
ed  itfelf  than  that  of  entering  hi 
fervice  ;  and  therefore  he  becarwf 

/  footrol 
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footman  to  the  honourable  Mrs. 
Lowther,  in  which  Ration  his  good 
conduX  and  abilities  foon  brought 
him  into  notice.  Several  poems 
were  written  by  him,  which  excited 
fo  much  attention  that  he  was  en¬ 
couraged  to  publifli  them  ;  arid  this 
he  did  under  the  title  of  “The 
Mufe  in  Livery.”  The  colle6fion 
\s  now  little  known  ;  but  the  writer 
of  the  prefent  article  remembers  to 
have  feen  it  above  fifty  years  ago  ; 
and,  as  far  as  his  memory  ferves 
him  at  fo  long  a  diftance  of  time, 
and  upon  a  flight  infpeXion,  the 
work  was  printed  in  large  121110, 
jor  what  now  would  be  called  crown 
oXavo,  had  a  handfome  lilt  of  fub- 
fcribers  prefixed  to  it,  and  was  de¬ 
dicated  to  Mrs.  Lowther. 

“  What  contributed  Itillmore  to 
Mr.  Dodfley’s  reputation,  was  his 
writing  a  dramatic  piece  called 
**  The  Toylhop,”  which  being 
fliewn  in  nianufcript  to  Mr.  Pope, 
he  wa's  fo  well  pleafed  with  the  de¬ 
licacy  of  its  fatire,  and  the  fimpli- 
city  of  its  defign,  that  he  took  the 
author  under  his  protect  ion ;  and 
though  he  had  no  immediate  con¬ 
nexion  w  ith  the  theatre,  procured 
fuch  a  powerful  intereR  in  his  fa¬ 
vour,  that  his  produXion  was 
brought  without  delay  upon  the 
Rage.  It  Was  aXed  at  Covent- 
.  Garden  in  1735,  and  met  with 
great  fuccefs;  and  when  printed  it 
was  received  with  much  applaufe 
by  the  public.  ‘  The  hint,’  fay 
the  writers  of  the  Biographia  Dra- 
inatica,  (  of  this  elegant  and  fenfi- 
ble  little  piece  feems  built  on 
“  Randolph’s  Mufes’  Looking  - 
glafs.”  The  author  of  it,  however, 
has  fo  perfeXly  modernized  it,  and 
adapted  the  fatire  to  the  peculiar 
manners  and  follies  of  the  times  he 
writes  to,  that  he  has  made  it  per- 
jeXly  his  own,  and  rendered  it  one 
of  the  juReR,  and  at  the  fame  time 
'*he  befl-natured  rebukes  that  fa- 

*  ‘793- 


Riiouable  abfurdity.  perhaps  ever 
met  with.’ 

“  The  pecuniary  advantages  which 
Mr.  Dodfley  had  derived  from  his 
firR  publication,  and  from  the  fuc¬ 
cefs  of  his  dramatic  fatire,  were  ap¬ 
plied  by  him  to  a  very  wife  and 
ufeful  purpofe.  InRead  of  adopt¬ 
ing  the  precarious  fituation  of  a 
town  writer,  he  determined  to  en¬ 
gage  in  fome  profitable  bufinefs ; 
and  the  bufinefs  he  fixed  upon  was 
happily  fuited  to  his  literary  taRe, 
and  favourable  to  his  connexions 
with  men  of  learning.  In  1735,  he 
opened  a  bookfeller’s  fhop  in  Pail- 
mall ;  and  in  this. Ration,  fuch  was 
the  effeX  of  Mr.  Pope’s  recommen¬ 
dation  and  affiRance,  and  of  his 
own  good  charaXer  and  behaviour, 
that  he  foon  obtained  not  only  the 
countenance  of  perfons  of  the  firR 
abilities,  but  alfo  of  thofe  of  the 
firR  rank;  and  in  a  few  years  he 
rofe  to  great  eminence  in  his  pro- 
feffion.  Mr.  Dodfley’s  employment 
as  a  bookfeller,  did  not,  however, 
prevent  his  purfuing  the  bent  of  his 
genius,  as  an  author.  In  1736-7, 
he  produced  upon  the  Rage,'  at 
Drury-lane  theatre,  a  farce,  entitled 
“  The  King  and  Miller  of  Mans¬ 
field,”  which  met  with  a  fuccefs 
not  inferior  to  that  of  “  The  Toy- 
fliop.”  The  plot  of  the  piece  is 
built  on  a  traditional  Rory  in  the 
reign  of  King  Henry  th$  Second* 
Of  this  Rory  Mr.  Dodfley  has 
made  a  very  pleafing  ufe,  and  has 
wrought  it  out  into  a  truly  dramatic 
conclufion.  The  dialogue  is  natu* 
rai,  yet  elegant;  the  fatire  poignant, 
yet  genteel;  the  fentimental  parts 
are  fuch  as  do  honour  both  to  the 
head  and  the  heart  of  the  writer;  and 
the  cataRtrophe,  though  Rmple,  is  a f * 
feXingand  perfeXlyjuR.  The  fcene 
lies  in  and  near  the  miller’s  houfe  in^ 
Sherwood  ForeR;  and  Mr.  Dodfley 
had  probably  an  additional  pleafure 
in  the  choice  of  his  fubjeX,  from 
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the  connection  of  it  with  his  native 
place.  In  1737-8,  he  brought  for¬ 
ward  another  farce,  entitled  4  Sir 
John  Cockle  at  Court.’  It  was  aCted 
at  Drury-lane,  and  is  a  fequei  to 
44  The  King  and  Miller  of  Mans¬ 
field.”  The  Miller,  newly  made  a 
knight,  comes  up  to  London,  with 
his  family,  to  pay  his  compliments 
to  the  king.  This  piece  is  not, 
however,  equal  in  merit  to  the  firlt 
part:  for  though  the  king’s  dif- 
guifing  himfelf  in  order  to  put  Sir 
John’s  integrity  to  the  tell,  and  the 
latter’s  refilling  every  temptation, 
not  only  of  bribery,  but  of  flattery 
alfo,  is  ingenious,  and  gives  an  op¬ 
portunity  for  many  admirable  (trokes 
both  of  fentiment  and  fatire ;  yet 
there  are  a  fimplicity  and  a  fitnefs 
for  the  drama  in  the  ftorv  of  the  for¬ 
mer  production,  which  it  is  fcarcely 
polfible  to  come  up  to,  in  the  cir- 
cumfhmces  that  arife  from  the  inci¬ 
dents  of  the  44  Sir  John  Cockle  at 
Court. 

44  Mr.  Dodfley’s  next  dramatic 
performance  was  44  The  blind  Beg¬ 
gar  of  Bethnal  Green,”  a  ballad 
farce,  which,  according  to  Mr. 
Victor,  was  acted  at  Drury-lane,  in 
1739  (meaning,  without  doubt, 
1739-40),  but  the  writers  of  the 
Biographia  Dramatica  fay,  in  1741. 
This  piece  did  not  meet  with  much 
fuccefs.  In  1  745,  Mr.  Dodlley  was 
the  author  of  44  Rex  et  Pontifex,” 
being  an  attempt  to  introduce  upon 
the  Itage  a  new  fpecies  of  panto¬ 
mime.  It  does  not,  however,  ap¬ 
pear  to  have  been  reprefented  at 
any  of  our  theatres.  In  1 748,  our 
ingenious  bookfeller  collected  to¬ 
gether,  in  one  volume  oCtavo,  the 
feveral  dramatic  productions  we 
Lave  mentioned  (and  which  had  all 
of  them  been  feparately  printed), 
and  pubiifhed  them  under  the 
modeft  title  of  44  Trifles.”  The 
treaty  of  Aix-la-Chapelie  afforded 


to  Mr.  Dodlley  another  opportu¬ 
nity  of  difplaying  his  poetical 
talents,  in  conjunction  with  his 
loyalty.  On  this  occafion,  he  wrote  ' 
44  The  Triumph  of  Peace,”  a 
mafque,  which  was  fet  to  mulick 
by  Dr.  Arne,  and  performed  at 
Drury-lane,  in  1 748-9. 

44  Mr.  Dodlley,  in  the  1750,  was 
the  concealed  author  of  a  fmall 
work,  which,  for  a  fhort  time,  had  , 
a  very  great  celebrity.  It  was  pub-  j 
liflied  under  the  following  title, 

44  The  CEconomy  of  Human  Life, 
tranflated  from  from  an  Indian 
Manufcript;  written  by  an  anci-  • 
ent  Bramin.  To  which  is  pre- 
fixed,  an  account  of  the  manner 
in  which  the  faid  manulcript  wa.s 
difcovered.  In  a  letter  from  an 
Englifh  gentleman,  now  redding 
in  China,  to  the  Earl  of  ****•*■*.” 
According  to  the  pretended  hif- 
tory  of  the  faid  letter,  as  dated 
from  Peking,  on  the  12th  of  May, 

1  749,  the  emperor  of  China,  4  very 
4  curious  ok  fearchi ng  after  the  j 
4  writings  of  antiquity,’  commif-  [1 
fioned  one  of  the  Hanlins,  or  ;; 
doCtors  of  the  firlt  order,  to  go  on  a 
kind  of  embaffy  to  the  grand  Lama,  ; 
or  immortal  high  prielt  of  Tartary; 
the  chief  objeCt  of  which  was,  to  j 
obtain  fome  of  thofe  ancient  books, 
which  were  fuppofed  to  have  been  ■ 
for  many  agesjjecreted  from  public 
infpeCtion.  He  fucceeded  fo  far  as 
to  procure  a  number  of  valuable  * 
pieces  of  antiquity,  amongft  which, 
however,  none  had  the  preference,  j, 
in  point  of  age  or  merit,  to  this  \ 
fyftem  of  morality,  written  in  the 
language  and  character  of  the  an¬ 
cient  Gym  nofop  hilts,  or  Bramins, 
and  tranflated  in  a  Ityle  remarkable 
for  its  energy  of  diCtion,  and  fliort- 
nefs  of  the  fentences,  and  which 
the  tranflator  judged  came  the  near- 
eft  to  the  force  of  the  original. 
Befides  this  apocryphal  introduc- 
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tion  of  the  book  into  the  world,  it 
derived  fome  attention  from  its 
being  elegantly  printed  on  a  fine 
paper,  with  a  fmail  page,  and  a 
Very  large  margin,  after  the  French 
manner.  But  what  chiefly  contri¬ 
buted  to  the  popularity  of  4  The 
(Economy  of  Human  Life.’  was 
its  being  univerfally  afcribed  to 
the  Earl  of  Chefterfteld.  This  idea 
was  ftrengthened  by  a  letter  that 
had  been  addrefled  to  his  Lordfliip 
by  Mrs.  Terefa  Conftantia  Philips, 
in  which,  to  the  no  fmail  furprize 
of  the  fafliionable  circles,  file  had 
complimented  him  on  being  the 
author  of  the  4  The  Whole  Dutv 

a 

of  ManP  She  had  probably  heard 
an  account  of  the  earl’s  letters  to 
bis  fon.'  However  this  may  have 
been,  the  notion  that  4  The  (Eco¬ 
nomy  of  Human  Life’  was  writ¬ 
ten  by  Lord  Cheflerfield,  procured 
t  a  rapidity  and  extenfivenefs  of 
Tale,  and  a  height  of  applaufe, 
ivhich  it  would  not  have  obtained, 
fit  had  been  known  that  it  came 
'rom  the  humble  pen  of  a  book¬ 
seller.  The  Monthly  Reviewers, 
hough  they  gave  to  the  work  the 
iraife  which  it  deferved,  were  not 
tarried  away  with  the  general  re¬ 
port,  but  exprefled  their  doubts 
toncerning  their  authenticity.  Nei- 
her  were  the  editors  of  the  Gen- 
leman’s  Magazine  among  the  num- 
)er  of  thofe  who  were  great  ad- 
nirers  of  the  publication.  After 
giving  a  fhort  feCtion  from  it,  they 
dcted  as  follows :  4  The  foregoing 
extract  takes  up  flxty-iix  lines, 
making  four  pages  of  the  pamph¬ 
let  ;  which,  befides  twer.it)  -three 
of  preface,  conftfts  of  a  hundred 
and  eleven  pages,  but  twenty  of 
thefe  are  loft,  by  frefti  titles  to 
the  feveral  parts  and  feet  ions. 
The  pamphlet  is  printed  on  a  line 
paper,  with  a  large  margin,  and  is 
Uduftnoiillv  attributed  to  a  noble 


4  earl,  diftinguiftred  by  his  fine 
4  genius,  and  the  elegance  of  his 
4  writings  and  fpeeches.  But  our 
4  readers  will  perceive,  that  in  the 
4  fentiment  there  does  not  appear  to 
4  be  any  thing  new;  and  that  the 
4  ftile  and  manner  are  fo  much  be- 
4  neath  the  great  original  from 
4  which  they  are  copied,  that  the 
4  precept  is  rather  enfeebled  than 
4  enforced  by  the  imitation.’  Upon 
the  whole,  4  The  (Economy  of 
Human  Life'  is  not  without  a  con- 
fiderable  fhare  of  merit.  The  fub- 
jedts  are  well  chofen;  the  advice  is 
good;  the  ftvle  is  fuccinCl,  and  fre¬ 
quently  nervous :  but  the  work,  in 
general,  is  deficient  in  that  ftrength 
and  energy,  that  vividnefs  of  ima- 
gination,  and  that  luminoufnefs  of 
metaphor  which  pervade  thofe  parts 
of  fcripture  that  were  intended  to  be 
imitated,  and  which  occur  in  many 
of  the  genuine  oriental  writings. 
The  popularity  of  Mr.  Dodfley’s 
performance  produced  a  number  of 
imitations.  There  fpeedily  came 
out  4  The  Second  Part  of  the 
(Economy  of  Human  Life;’  and 
great  pains  were  taken  to  perfuaJe 
the  world  that  it  was  the  production 
of  the  author  of  the  former  publica¬ 
tion.'  Nay,  this  was  pofltively  af- 
ferted  in  the  title  page,  though  the 
writer  of  the  firft  work  had  adver- 
tifed  to  the  contrary;  and  indeed 
had  repeated  his  public  difavowal 
of  making  any  additions  whatfoever 
to  the  piece.  Another  pamphlet 
was  intended  as  a  kind  of  burlefque 
on  4  (Economy  of  Human  Life.’ 
It  was  entitled  4  The  (Economy  of 
a  Winter’s  Day;’  and,  though  a 
ftiort  and  hafty  produ&ion,  con¬ 
tained  fome  pleafant  ftrokes,  arid, 
fome  fenftble  remarks.  Next  fol¬ 
lowed  4  The  (Economy  of  Female 
Life;’  by  a  lady,  as  was  pretended; 
but  the  work  was  too  dull  and  too 
inf  pid  to  have  come  from  a  female 
&  2 ■  pen* 
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pen.  Concerning  another  publica¬ 
tion,  which  appeared  about  the 
fame  time,  it  may  perhaps  be  quef- 
tioned  whether  it  affumed  its  title 
folely  from  a  principle  of  imitation. 
It  was  entituled,  4  The  (Economy 
of  the  -Sexes ;  or,  the  DoCtrine  of 
Divorce,  the  Plurality  of  Wives, 
and  the  Vow  of  Celibacy,  freely 
examined;’  and  was  a  fenfible'and 
judicious  performance.  We  have 
been  the  longer  in  our  account  of 
Mr.  Dodftey’s  4  (Economy  of  Hu¬ 
man  Life,’  as  from  the  extrava¬ 
gant  applaufe  given  it  for  a  time, 
founded  upon  the  fuppofition  of  its 
proceeding  from  a  celebrated  noble* 
tnan,  it  affords  an  inftance  of  the 
power  of  literary  fa fiiion ;  the  juftory 
of  which,  as  it  hath  appeared  in 
various  ages  and  countries,  and  as 
it  hath  operated  with  refpeCt  to  the 
different  objects  of  fcience,  learn¬ 
ing,  art,  and  tafte,  would  form  a 
work  that  might  be  highly  instruc¬ 
tive  and  entertaining. 

i6  Our  author's  next  appearance 
In  the  world  was  in  his  poetical 
capacity.  The  fubjeCS  was  4  Pub¬ 
lic  V  irtue,’  and  was  intended  to 
be  comprized  in  three  books,  in¬ 
cluding,  i.  Agriculture.  2.  Qom- 
merce.  3.  Arts.  The  firft  book, 
however,  which  was  published  in 
quarto,  in  1754,  was  all  that  was  ac- 
tompiifhed  by  Mr.  Dodfley.  It  is 
probable  that  the  reception  and  fale 
of  the  poem  did  not  encourage  him 
to  complete  his  defign.  Indeed,  to 
write  a  truly  excellent  Georgic  is 
one  of  the  laff  efforts  of  the  human 
mind.  Perfectly  to  Succeed  in  this 
fpecies  of  poetry  requires  a  Virgil’s 
genius,  judgment,  exquifkenefs  of 
tafte,  and  power  of  harmony. 
With  regard  to  Mr.  Dodftey’s  pro¬ 
duction,  there  are,  amidft  its  imper¬ 
fections,  a  number  of  beauties  in  it 
deferring  of  applaufe.  It  contains 
.  Several  exalted  fentiments,  and  the 


. 

descriptions  are  often  delicate  am 
well  expreffed.  But,  at  the  fam 
time,  the  diCfion  is  frequently  to 
profaic;  many  of  the  epithets  ar 
inadequate;  and,  in  fome  places 
a  Sufficient  attention  is  not  paid  t 
the  harmony  of  the  verfificatior 
The  following  addrefs  to  the  genii 
of  Britain  is  pleafing  : 

Genius  of  Britain!  pure  intelligence! 
Guardian,  appointed  by  the  One  Supreme 
With  influencial  energy  benign, 

To  guide  the  weal  of  this  diffinguifhed  iflt 
O  wake  thebreaib  of  her  afpiring  fon. 
Inform  his  numbers;  aid  his  bold  defign. 
Who  in  a  daring  flight  prefumes  to  marl 
Ihe  glorious  track  her  monarch  fhou 
purfue. 

“  /n  the  year  1758,  Mr.  Dodfle! 
published  4  Melpatnene ;  or  the  R< 
gions  of  Terror  and  Pity.  A 
Ode.’  This  piece  we  regard  ;] 
one  of  the  happieft  efforts  of  h! 
mufe.  It  cannot,  indeed,  be  con 
pared  with  the  odes  of  a  Dryden,  -s’ 
Akenfide,  a  Mafon,  or  a  Gra^ 
but  it  contains  feveral  Striking  ai 
beautiful  paffages.  The  two  $1* 
ftanzas  will  furnifli.no  unfavourab 
Specimen  of  the  poem  ; 

*  '  w  j 

I. 

Queen  of  the  heart!  at  whofe  commanc 
The  Swelling  tides  of  mighty  paffion  rifei 
Melpomene,  fupport  myvent’rous  hand 
And  aid  thy  Suppliant  in  his  bold  em 
prife. 

From  the  gay  Scenes  of  pride 
Do  thou  his  footfteps  guide 
To  nature’s  awful cour ts; where,  nurs’d 
yore. 

Young  Shakfpeare,  Fancy’s  child,  v| 
taught  his  various  lore. 

H.  '  • 

So  may  his  favour’d  eye  explore  the  four 
To  few  reveal’d,  whence  human  forro 
charm :  J 

Sc  may  his  numbers  with  pathetic  force! 
Bid  Terror  flake  us,  or  Comfajlon  wan 
As  different  drains  controul 
The  movements  of  the  foul, 

Ad  juft  hispaffions,  harmonize  its  tone, 
To  feel  for  others’  ^oe,  or  nobly  bear 
own.’ 

« 
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44  It  was  in  the  fame  year  1 758, 
hat  Mr.  Dodfley  brought  upon  the 
ftage  his  principal  dramatic  pro¬ 
lusion,  which  was  4  Cleone/  a 
:ragedy,  aCted  at  Covent  Garden. 
This  play  was  offered  firft  to  Mr. 
Garrick ;  but  it  was  rejected  by 
him  with  fome  degree  of  contempt ; 
principally,  as  it  fliould  feem,  be- 
cauie  there  was  not  a  character  in 
it  fufHciently  adapted  to  the  difplay 
of  his  own  peculiar  talents.  Never- 
thelefs,  when  it  came  to  be  repre- 
fented  on  a  rival  theatre,  lie  be¬ 
trayed  a  jealoufy  concerning  it 
which  added  no  honour  to  his  re¬ 
putation.  To  prevent  its  iuccefs, 
he  himfelf  appeared  in  a  new  part 
on  the  firft  night  of  its  being  acted. 
Thisfcheme  had  no  effeCt ;  for  the 
tragedy  rofe  above  all  oppolition, 
and  had  a  long  and  crouded  run  ; 
which,  however,  was  not  folely 
owing  to  its  intrific  merit,  but  was 
derived,  in  a  great  degree,  if  not 
principally,  from  the  exquifite per¬ 
formance  of  Mrs.  Bellamy,  who 
played  the  character  which  gives 
tame  to  the  piece.  The  prologue 
to  Cleone  was  written  by  Mr, 
Melmouth;  and  the  epilogue  by 
Mr.  Shendone, 

44  An  imperfeCt  hint  towards  the 
the  fable  of  this  tragedy  was  taken 
from  the  4  Legend  of  St.  Gene¬ 
vieve/  written  originally  in  French, 
and  tranflajted  into  Engltfh,  in 
the  lad  century,  by  Sir  William 
Lower.  Mr.  Pope,  in  his  very 
.early  youth,  had  attempted  a  tra¬ 
gedy  on  the  fame  fubject,  which  he 
.afterwards  burnt;  and  he  it  was 
who  had  advifed  Mr.  Dodfley  to 
extend  the  play  to  five  aCts.  The 
drcumftance  of  4  SiftVoy’s’  giving 
his  friend  directions  concerning  his 
wife  has  fome  degree  of  fimilarity 
to  Podhumus's  order?  in  Cym- 
beline.  In  the  tw?o  lad  aCts,  the 
author  appears  to  the  greateft  ad' 

'  '  -  '  v‘  "  V  V.  •  1- 


vantage;  Cleone’s  madnefs,  in  par¬ 
ticular,  over  her  murdered  infant, 
being  highly  pathetic.  This  tra¬ 
gedy  has  fince  been  revived  by 
Mrs.  Siddons;  but  fo  drong  were 
the  feelings  which  her  exquifite 
performance  of  the  character  of 
Cleone  excited  on  the  firft  night  of 
aCting,  that  the  houfe  was  thin  oa 
the  fecond  night,  an  d  the  play  was 
dropped.  The  minds  of  the  audi¬ 
ence  were  affeCted  with  fuch  real 
didrefs,  that  it  overpowered  the 
pleafure  arifing  from  dramatic  fic¬ 
tion  and  theatric  repreferitation. 

44  In  1760,  Mr.  Dodfley  pub- 
liflied  his  lad  feparate  work,  and 
which  added  greatly  to  his  reputa* 
tion:  we  mean  his  4  SeleCt  Fables 
of  Efop  and  other  Fabuiids.  In 
three  Books/  This  is  indeed  a 
claflica!  performance,  both  in  re¬ 
gard  to  the  elegant  dmplicity  of  the 
ftyle,  and  the  propriety  of  fenti- 
ments  and  characters.  The  fird 
book  contains  ancient,  the  fecond 
modern,  and  the  third  original 
fables.  Under  the  lad  head,  the 
dories  are  wholly  invented  by  the 
author  and  his  friends ;  and  this  third 
part  will  not  be  found  to  be  in  the 
lead  inferior  to  the  two  fird.  There 
are  two  farther  circumdances  which 
give  an  advantage  to  the  work 
over  every  former  collection  of  the 
fame  kind:  Fird,  a  4  Life  of  Efop/ 
by  Monf.  Meziriac ;  a  very  learned 
and  ingenious  Frenchman;  and 
which  is  the  only  life  of  Efop  that, 
is  confident  with  common  lenfe; 
that  of  Planudes  being  a  ridiculous 
medley  of  abfurd  traditions,  or 
equally  abfurd  inventions.  The 
fecond  is  an  4  Effay  on  Fable;’  in 
which  rules  are  delivered  for  this 
fpecies  of  compofition,  drawn  from 
nature;  and  by  which  thefe  fmall 
and  pleadng  kind  of  productions, 
that  were  thought  to  have  little 
other  ltandgrd  than  the  fancy,  are 
B  3  brought 
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brought  under  the  jurifdiction  of 
the  judgment  The  eflay  conflders 
the  fable  regularly;  firfc,  with  rela¬ 
tion  to  the  moral;  fecondly,  the 
action  and  incidents;  thirdly,  the 
perfons,  characters,  and  fentiments; 
and  laitly,  the  language.  This  is 
one  of  the  hrft  pieces  which  has 
attempted  to  introduce  a  regular 
criticifm  concerning  the  fubjebt ; 
and  Mr.  Dodfley  nas  been  fo  emi¬ 
nently  fuccefsful  in  his  defign,  that 
we  recolledt  only  a  Angle  inftance 
in  which  the  propriety  of  his  re- 

Our 


marks  has  been  difputed. 


author,  before  he  committed  his 


Eflay  on  Fable  to  the  prefs,  fub- 
jeCted  it  to  iherevifal  of  his  literary 
friends,  and  efpecially  of  Mr. 
Shenftone.  When  that  ingenious 
and  amiable  poet’s  works  were  pub- 
lifned  in  1763,  Mr.  Dodfley  pre¬ 
fixed  to  them  a  fhort  account  of 
his  life  and  writings.  A  fpecimen 
of  Mr.  Dodfley’s  talent  at  fmaller 
pieces  of  poetry  may  be  feen  at 
the  clofe  of  the  third  volume  of  his 
Collection  of  Poems,  by  different 
eminent  hands.  By  this  collection, 
which  was  extended  to  fix  volumes, 
iamo,  he  performed  a  very  accept¬ 
able  fervice  to  the  caufe  of  genius 
and  tafte;  as  it  has  been  the  means 
cfpreferving  feveral  productions  of 
merit,  which  might  other  wife  have 
funk  into  oblivion.  Another  plan, 
which  was  formed  and  executed  by 
him,  was  4  A  ColieCtion  of  Plays 
by  old  Authors,’  in  twelve"  vo-  ■ 
iumes,  of  the  fame  fize.  This  ap- 
p 'fa red- in  1744,  and  was  a  valuable 
acquifition  to  the  literary  world ; 
but  it  has  been  highly  improved  in 
the  fecond  edition,  publifhed  by 
Reed,  in  17 So.  In  the  new  edition, 
befules  Mr.  Reed’s  excellent  pre¬ 
face,  force  plays,  before  inserted, 
are  rejected ;  and  others  of  greater 
mer  t  are  introduced  in  their:  room. 
That  end nently ufcful  ich  col- book, 

4  The  Preceptor,’  ought  not  to  bo 


forgotten  ;  thedefign  of  which  wa; 
framed  by  Air.  Dodfley,  and  thil 
execution  of  which  was  accom 
plidied  by  feveral  of  the  diftin 
guifhed  writers  of  the  age. 

44  In  the  courfe  of  his  profeflior 
Air.  Dodfley  acquired  a  very  hand- 
fome  fortune,  which  enabled  him  tc 
retire  from  the  aCtive  part  of  bufi- 
rtefs.  During  the  latter  years  of 
his  life,  he  was  much  troubled  witf 
the  gout,  to  which  he  at  length 
fell  a  martyr,  whilft  he  was  upon 
a  viiit  to  his  friend  Mr.  Spence,  al 
Durham.  He  was  buried  in  the 
abbey-church-yard  of  that  city,, 
and  the  following  infcription  was 
engraved  on  his  tomb-ftone: 


If  you  have  any  refpeCt 
for  uncommon  industry  and  nytrit, 
regard  this  place, 

in  which  are  depofited  the  remains  of 
Mr.  ROBERT  PODS  LEV 
who,  as  an  author,  railed  himfelf 
much  aboye  what  could  have  been  expeitecf 
from  pne  in  his  rank  of  life, 
and  without  a  learned  education ; 
and  who,  as  a  man,  was  fcarce 
exceeded  by  any  in  integrity  of  heart, 
and  purity  of  manners  and  converfatioja, 
He  left  this  life  fora  better, 

Sept.  25,  1 764* 

In  the  6  i  It  year  of  his  age. 


44  As  an  author  Air.  Dodfley  is 
entitled  to  confiderable  praife.  His  ■ 
works  are  recommended  by  an  eale  | 
and. elegance  which  are  fome  times 
more  pleafing  than  a  more  laboured 
and  ornamented  manner  of  com- 
pofition.  In  verfe,  his  numbers,  if! 
not  fubljfne,  are  flowing;  and  Ins  I 
fubjeCfs  are  well  chofen  and  enter- 1 
taining.  His  profe  is  familiar,  and  j 
yet  chafle;  and  in  his  dramatic  I 
pieces  he  has  always  kept  in  view  \ 
the  one  great  principle,  deleft  undo  1 
pantcrcjue  men  end 0.  Some  general  j 

moral  is  conflautly  conveyed  in  •! 
each  of  his  plans,  and  particular  j 
inflrufrions  are  difperfed  in  the. 
particular  ilrokes  of  fatire.  The  || 
dialogue,  at  the  fame  time,  is  eafy,  t 

the  | ! 


; 
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ie  plots  limple,  and  the  cataflro- 
he  interfiling  and  pathetic.  Mr. 
)odfley’s  EiTay  on  Fable  will  be  a 
urable  monument  of  his  ingenuity. 
Vith  regard  to  his  private  charac- 
ir,  he  is  equally  entitled  to  ap- 
laufe.  As  a  tradefman  he  pre- 
erved  the  greateft  integrity;  as  a 
/riter  the  mofi  becoming  humility, 
dindful  of  the  early  encourage¬ 
ment  which  his  own  talents  met 
idth,  he  was  ever  ready  to  give  the 
ame  opportunity  of  advancement 
o  thofe  of  others;  and  on  many  oc- 
afions  he  was  not  only  thepublifh- 
r  but  the  patron  of  genius.  There 
/as  no  circumflance  bv  whicii 

J 

fe  wras  more  dillinguilhed,  than  by 
me  grateful  remembrance  which  he 


J>3] 

retained,  and  always  exprelfed,  to¬ 
wards  the  memory  of  thofe  to  whom 
he  owed  the  obligation  of  being  firfl 
taken  notice  ot  in  life.  Model!, 
feniible,  and  humane,  he  acquired 
the  efteem  and  refpedt  of  ail  with 
whom  he  was  acquainted ;  and  it 
was  his  happinefs  to  pafs  many 
years  in  an  intimacy  with  men  of 
the  brighteh:  abilities,  and  whole 
names  will  be  revered  by  pofterity. 

44  In  1772,  a  fecond  volume  of 
Mr.  DodHey’s  works  wTas  collected 

J 

together  and  publilhed,  under  the 
title  of  4  Mifcellanies,’  The  vo¬ 
lume  contains  4  Cleone,  Melpo¬ 
mene,  Agriculture,  and  the  (Eco¬ 
nomy  of  Human  Life/ 
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[Prefixed  to  the  Sixth  Volume  of  his  History  of  Great  Britain.] 


DR.  Robert  Henry,  author 
of  the  4  Hiltory  of  Great 
ritain,  written  on  a  new  plan,’ 
ras  the  fon  of  James  Henry,  farmer 
t  Muirtown,  in  the  parilh  of  St. 
Jinian’s,  North  Britain,  and  of 

ean  Galloway  daughter  of - - 

lalloway,  of  Burrowmeadowr,  in 
tirlingfhire.  He  was  born  on 
ie  1 8th  of  February  1718;  and 
aving  early  refolved  to  devote  him- 
If  to  a  literary  profeffion,  was  edu- 
ated  firfl  under  a  Mr.  John  Ni- 
holfon,  at  the  parilh  fchool  of  St. 
linian’s,  and  for  fome  time  at  the 
rammar-fchool  of  Stirling.  He 
ampleted  his  courfe  of  academical 
udv  at  the  univerlity  of  Edin- 
urgh,  and  afterwards  became  maf- 
r  of  the  grammar-fehool  of  An- 
an.  He  was  licenfed  to  preach 
n  the  27th  of  March  1746,  and 
as  the  firfl  licentiate  of  the  pref- 
/tery  of  Annan,  after  its  erection 
to  a  feparate  prelbytery.  Soon 


after,  he  received  a  call  from  a  con¬ 
gregation  of  prelbyterian  difienters 
at  Carlifle,  where  he  was  ordained 
in  November  1748.  I11  this  Na¬ 

tion  he  remained  twelve  years,  and 
on  the  1 3th  of  Augult  1 760,  became 
pallor  of  a  dilfenting  congregation 
in  Berwick  upon  Tweed.  Here  he 
married,  in  1763,  Ann  Balderllon, 
daughter  of  Thomas  Balderllon, 
furgeon,  of  Berwick  ;  by  whom  he 
had  no  children,  but  with  whom  he 
enjoyed  to  the  end  of  his  life  a  large 
lhare  of  domellic  happinefs.  He 
was  removed  from  Berwick  to  be 
one  of  the  minilfers  of  Edinburgh 
in  November  1768;  was  miniller 
of  the  church  of  the  New  Grey 
Friars  from  that  time  till  Novem¬ 
ber  1776;  and  then  becami  col¬ 
league- miniller  in  the  Old  church, 
and"  remained  in  that  Ration  till  his 
death.  The  degree  of  doftor  in 
divinity  was  conferred  on  him  by 
the  univerlity  of  Edinburgh  in 
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1770;  and  in  1774  he  was  unani- 
rftoufly  chofen  moderator  of  the  ge¬ 
neral  aflembly  of  the  church  of 
Scotland,  and  is  the  only  perfon  on 
record  who  obtained  that  diftindion 
the  firft  time  he  was  member  of  the 
aflembly. 

44  From  thefe  fads,  which  contain 
the  outlines  of  Dr.  Henry’s  life,  few 
events  can  be  expeded  to  fuit  the 
purpofe  of  the  biographer.  Though 
he  rnuft  have  been  always  diftin- 
guifhed  among  his  private  friends, 
till  he  was  tranflated  to  Edinburgh, 
he  had  few  opportunities  of  being 
known  to  the  public.  The  com- 
pofition  of  fermons  mu  ft  have  oc¬ 
cupied  a  chief  part  of  his  time  dur¬ 
ing  his  refidence  at  Carlifle,  as  his 
induftry  in  that  flation  is  known  to 
have  rendered  his  labours  in  this 
department  eafy  to  him  during  the 
reft  of  his  life.  But  even  there  he 
found  leifure  for  other  fludies ;  and 
the  knowledge  of  claffical  litetature, 
in  which  he  eminently  excelled, 
foon  enabled  him  to  acquire  an  ex¬ 
tent  of  information  which  qualified 
him  for  fomething  more  important 
than  he  had  hitherto  had  in  his 
view. 

44  Soon  after  his  removal  to  Ber¬ 
wick,  he  publifhed  a  fcheme  for 
railing  a  fund  for  the  benefit  of  the 
widows  and  orphans  of  proteftant 
diflenting  minifters  in  the  north  of 
England.  This  idea  was  probably 
fuggefted  by  the  profperity  of  the 
fund  which  had  almoft  thirty  years 
before  been  eftabliflied  for  a  pro- 
vifion  to  minifters  widows,  &c.  in 
Scotland.  But  the  lituations  of  the 
clergy  of  Scotland  were  very  dif¬ 
ferent  from  the  circumftances  of 
diflenting  minifters  in  England. 
Annuities  and  provifions  were  to 
be  fecured  to  the  families  of  diflen- 
ters,  without  fubjeding  the  indi¬ 
viduals  (as  in  Scotland)  to  a  pro¬ 
portional  annual  contribution,  and 


without  fuch  means  of  creating  ai 
fund  as  could  be  the  fubjed  of  an 
ad  of  parliament  to  fecure  the  an-; 
nual  payments.  The  acutenefs  and 
adivity  of  Dr.  Henry  furmounted 
thefe  difficulties ;  and,  chiefly  by 
his  exertions,  this  ufeful  and  bene¬ 
volent  inftitution  commenced  about 
the  year  1762.  The  management 
was  entrufted  to  him  for  feveral 
years  :  and  its  fuccefs  has  exceeded 
the  moft  fanguine  expedations 
which  were  formed  of  it.  The 
plan  itfeif,  now  fufftciently  known, 
it  is  unneceflary  to  explain  minute¬ 
ly.  But  it  is  mentioned  here,  be- 
caufe  Dr.  Henry  was  accuftomed 
in  the  laft  years  of  his  life  to  fpeak 
of  this  inftitution  with  peculiar  af- 
fedion,  and  to  refled  on  its  pro- 
grels  and  utility  with  that  kind  of 
fatisfadion  which  a  good  man  can 
only  receive  from  4  the  labour  of 
love  and  of  good  work.’ 

44  It  was  probably  about  the  year 
1763  that  he  firft  conceived  the 
idea  of  his  Hiftorv  of  Great'  Britain ; 

J  T  _ 

a  work  already  eftablifhed  in  the 
public  opinion ;  and  which  will 
certainly  be  regarded  by  pofteritv, 
not  only  as  a  book  wEich  has  great¬ 
ly  enlarged  the  fphere  of  hiftory, 
and  gratifies  our  curiofity  on  a  va¬ 
riety  of  fubjeds  which  fall  nol 
within  the  limits  prefcribed  by  pre¬ 
ceding  hiftorians,  but  as  one  of  the 
moft  accurate  and  authentic  repo- 
fitories  of  hiftorical  informatior 
which  this  country  has  produced 
The  plan  adopted  by  Dr.  Henry 
w'hich  is  indifputably  his  own,  am 
has  its  peculiar  advantages,  are  fuffi 
ciently  explained  in  his  general  pre 
face.  Jn  every  period,  it  arranges 
under  feparate  heads  or  chapters 
the  civil  and  military  hiftory  o 
Great  Britain ;  the  hiftory  of  reli 
gion ;  the  hiftory  of  our  conftitu 
tion,  government,  laws,  and  court 
of  juiiice;  the  hiftory  of  learning 
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and  learned  men,  and  of  the  chief 
feminaries  of  learning ;  the  hiftory 
of  arts;  the  hiftory  of  commerce, 
of  fhipping,  of  money  or  coin,  and 
of  the  price  of  commodities;  and 
the  hiftory  of  manners,  virtues, 
vices,  cuftoms,  language,  drefs,  diet, 
and  amufements.  Under thefefeven 
heads,  which  extend  the  province 
of  an  hiftorian  greatly  beyond  its 
ufual  limits,  every  thing  curious 
or  interefting  in  the  hiftory  of  any 
country  may  be  comprehended.  But 
it  certainly  required  more  than  a 
common  fhare  of  literary  courage 
to  attempt  on  fo  large  a  fcale  a  fub- 
je<5t  fo  intricate  and  extend ve  as  the 
hiftorv  of  Britain  from  the  invafion 

j 

of  Julius  Csefar.  That  Dr.  Henry 
neither  over-rated  his  powers  nor 
his  induftry,  could  only  have  been 
proved  by  the  fuccefs  and  reputa¬ 
tion  of  his  work. 

u  But  he  foon  found  that  his  re- 
fidence  at  Berwick  was  an  infu- 
perable  obftacle  to  the  minute  re- 
fearches  which  the  execution  of  his 
plan  required.  His  fituation  there 
excluded  him  from  the  mean6  of 
confulting  the  original  authority's; 
and  though  he  attempted  to  find  ac- 
cefs  to  them  by  means  of  his  literary 
friends,  and  with  their  afli fiance  made 
.  fome  progrefs  in  his  work,  his  in¬ 
formation  was  notwithffanding  fo 
incomplete,  that  he  found  it  im- 
poflible  to  profecute  his  plan  to  his 
,  own  fatisfaftion,  and  was  at  laft 
compelled  to  reiinquifh  it. 

“  By  the  friendfhip  of  Gilbert 
Laurie,  efq.  late  lord  provoft  of 
Edinburgh,  and  one  of  his  ma- 
jefty’s  commiffioners  of  excife  in 
Scotland,  who  had  married  the  lif¬ 
ter  of  Mrs.  Henry,  he  was  removed 
to  Edinburgh  in  1768;  and  to  this 
event  the  public  are  indebted  for 
his  profecution  of  the  Hiftory  of 
Great  Britain.  His  accefs  to  the 
public  libraries,  and  the  means  of 


[*si 

fupplying  the  materials  which  thefie 
did  not  afford  him,  were  from  tftat 
time  ufed  with  fo  much  diligence 
and  perfeverance,  that  the  firft:  vo¬ 
lume  of  his  hiftory  in  quarto  was 
publifhed  in  1771,  the  fecond  in 
1774,  the  third  in  1777,  the  fourth 
in  1781,  and  the  fifth  (which  brings 
down  the  hiftory  to  the  acceffion  of 
Henry  VII.)  in  1785.  The  fub- 
ject  of  thefe  volumes  comprehends 
the  moft  intricate  and  obfcure  pe¬ 
riods  of  our  hiftory  ;  and  when  we 
confider  the  fcanty  and  fcattered 
materials  which  Dr.  Henry  has  di- 
gefted,  and  the  accurate  and  mi¬ 
nute  information  which  he  has 
given  11s  under  every  chapter  of  his 
work,  we  muft  have  a  high  opinion 
both  of  the  learning  and  induftry 
of  the  author,  and  of  the  vigour 
and  adUvity  of  his  mind;  efpecially 
when  it  is  added,  that  he  employed 
no  amanueniis,  but  completed  the 
manufcript  with  his  own  hand ; 
and  that,  excepting  the  firft  volume, 
the  whole  book,  fuch  as  it  is,  was 
printed  from  the  original  copy. 
Whatever  correffions  were  made 
in  it,  were  inferted  by  interlinea¬ 
tions,  or  in  reviling  the  proof-' 
fheets.  He  found  it  neceffary,  in¬ 
deed,  to  confine  himfelf  to  a  firft 
copy,  from  an  unfortunate  tremor 
in  his  hand,  which  made  writing 
extremely  inconvenient,  which  ob¬ 
liged  him  to  write  with  his  paper 
on  a  book  placed  on  his  knee  in- 
ftead  of  a  table,  and  which  un¬ 
happily  increafed  to  fuch  a  degree, 
that  in  the  laft  years  of  his  life  he 
was  often  unable  to  take  his  victu¬ 
als  without  afiiftance.  An  at¬ 
tempt  which  he  made  after  the 
publication  of  the  fifth  volume,  to 
employ  an  amanueniis,  did  not  fuc- 
ceed.  Never  having  been  accuf- 
tomed  to  diifate  his  compofitions, 
he  found  it  impoffible  to  acquire  a 
new  habit ;  and  though  he  perfe- 
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vered  but  a  few  days  in  the  attempt, 
It  had  a  fenfible  effeftt  on  his  health, 
which  he  never  afterwards  reco¬ 
vered. — An  author  has  no  right  to 
.claim  indulgence,  and  is  ftiil  lefs 
intitled  to  credit  from  the  public, 
for  any  thing  which  can  be  afcribed 
to  negligence  in  committing  his 
manufcripts  to  the  prefs  ;  but,  con¬ 
sidering  the  difficulties  which  Dr. 
Henry  furmounted,  and  the  accu¬ 
rate  refearch  and  information  which 
diftingnifh  his  hiftory,  the  circum- 
flanccs  which  have  been  mentioned 
are  far  from  being  uninterefting, 
2nd  muff  add  conliderably  to  the 
opinion  formed  of  his  merit  among 
men  who  are  judges  of  what  he  has 
done.  He  did  not  profefs  to  ftudy 
the  ornaments  of  language ;  but 
his  arrangement  is  uniformly  re¬ 
gular  and  natural,  and  his  ffiyle  fim- 
ple  and  perfpieuous.  More  than 
this  he  has  not  attempted,  and  this 
cannot  be  denied  him.  Fie  believed 
that  the  time  which  might  be  fpent 
in  polifhing  or  rounding  a  fen- 
tence,  was  more  ufefully  employed 
in  inveftigating  and  afcertaining  a 
fadl :  and,  as  a  book  of  facfts  and  lo- 
lid  information,  fupported  by  au¬ 
thentic  documents,  his  hiftory  will 
ftand  a  comparifon  with  any  other 
hiftory  of  the  fame  period. 

“  But  Dr.  Henry  had  other  dif¬ 
ficulties  to  furmount  than  thofe 
which  related  to  the  compofition  of 
his  work.  Not  having  been  able 
to  tranfaft  with  the  bookfellers  to 
his  fatisfadtion,  the  five  volumes 
were  originally  publifhed  at  the  rifk 
of  the  author.  When  the  firft  vo¬ 
lume  appeared,  it  was  cenfured  with 
an  unexampled  acrimony  and  per- 
feverance.  Magazines,  reviews,  and 
even  newfpapers,  were  filled  with 
abufive  remarks  and  invedtives,  in 
which  both  the  author  and  the  book 
were  treated  with  contempt  and 
fcurrility.  When  an  author  has 


once  fubmitged  his  work  to  the 
public,  he  has  no  right  to  corni- 
plain  of  the  jufi  feverity  of  critic 
cifm.  But  Dr.  Henry  had  to  con¬ 
tend  with  the  inveterate  fcorn  of 
malignity.  In  compliance  with  the 
ufual  cuftom,  he  had  permitted  a 
fermon  to  be  publifhed,  which  he 
had  preached  before  the  fociety  ini 
Scotland  for  propagating  Chriftian 
knowledge,  in  1 773  ;  a  compofition 
containing  plain  good  fenfe  on  a 
common  fubjedt,  from  which  he 
expedfed  no  reputation.  This  was 
eagerly  feized  on  by  the  adverfariesj 
of  his  hiftory,  and  torn  to  pieces! 
with  a  virulence  and  afperitv  which  j 
no  want  of  merit  in  the  fermon  | 
could  juftify  or  explain.  An  ano-  ; 
nymous  letter  had  appeared  in  a 
newfpaper,  to  vindicate  the  Hiftory  1 
from  foine  of  the  unjuft  ben  lures  \ 
which  had  been  publifhed,  and  af- 
ferting,  from  the  real  merit  and  ac-  I 
curacy  of  the  book,  the  author's  } 
title  to  the  approbation  of  the  pub¬ 
lic.  An  Anfwer  appeared  in  the  ■ 
courfeof  the  following  week,  charg-  i 
inghim,  in  terms  equally  confident  1 
and  indecent,  with  having  written 
this  letter  in  his  own  praife.  The 
efforts  of  malignity  feldom  fail  to 
defeat  their  purpofe,  and  to  recoil 
on  thofe  who  diredf  them.  Dr, 
Henry  had  many  friends,  and  till 
lately  had  not  difeovered  that  he 
had  any  enemies.  But  the  author 
of  the  anonymous  vindication  was 
unknown  to  him,  till  the  learned  * 
and  refpeclable  Dr.  Macqueen, 
from  the  indignation  excited  by  the 
confident  petulance  of  the  Anfwer, 
informed  him  that  the  letter  had 
been  written  by  him.  Thefts  anec¬ 
dotes  are  ftill  remembered.  The 
abufte  of  the  Hiftory,  which  began 
in  Scotland,  was  renewed  in  fome 
of  the  periodical  publications  in 
South.  Britain;  though  it  is  juftice 
to  add  (without  meaning  to  refer 
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(o  the  candid  obfervations  of  Eng- 
3ifh  critics),  that  in  both  kingdoms 
the  afperfty  originated  in  the  fame 
quarter,  and  that  paragraphs  and 
critjcifms,  written  at  Edinburgh, 
were  printed  in  London.  The  fame 
fpirit  appeared  in  ftriftures  pub- 
Jiflied  on  the  fecond  and  third  vo¬ 
lumes  ;  but  by  this  time  it  had  in  a 
great  meafure  loft  the  attention  of 
the  public.  The  malevolence  was 
fufficiently,  underftood,  and  had 
Jong  before  become  fatal  to  the  cir¬ 
culation  of  the  periodical  paper 
from  which  it  originally  proceeded. 
The  book,  though  printed  for  the 
author,  had  fold  beyond  his  moft 
fang  nine  expectations ;  and  had 
received  both  praife  and  patronage 
from  men  of  the  firft  literary  cha- 

J 

rafters  in  the  kingdom:  and  though, 
from  the  alarm  which  had  been 
raifed,  the  bookfellers  did  not  ven¬ 
ture  to  purchafe  the  property  till 
after  the  publication  of  the  fifth  vo¬ 
lume,  the  work  was  eftablifhed  in 
the  opinion  of  the  public,  and  at 
laft  rewarded  the  author  with  a  high 
degree  of  celebrity,  which  he  hap¬ 
pily  lived  to  enjoy. 

44  In  an  article  relating  to  Dr. 
Henry’s  life,  not  to  have  men¬ 
tioned  the  oppofition  which  his 
Hiftory  encountered,  would  have 
been  both  affectation  and  injuftice. 
The  facts  are  fufficiently  remem¬ 
bered,  and  are  unfortunately  too 
recent  to  be  more  minutely  ex¬ 
plained.  That  they  contributed  at 
firft  to  retard  the  fale  of  the  work, 
is  undeniable,  and  may  be  told 
without  regret  now  that  its  repu¬ 
tation  is  eftablifhed.  The  book 
has  raifed  itfelf  to  eminence  as  a 
Hiftory  of  Great  Britain  by  its  own 
merits;  and  the  means  employed 
to  obftruft  its  progrefs  have  only 
(erved  to  embeilifh  its  fuccefs. 

“  Dr.  Henry  was  no  doubt  en- 
ouraged  from  the  firft  by  the  de¬ 
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cided  approbation  of  fome  of  his 
literary  frirnds,  who  w’ere  allowed 
to  be  the  moft  competent  judges 
of  his  fubjeft;  and  in  particular  by 
one  of  the  moft  eminent  hiftorians 
of  the  prefent  age,  whofe  hiftory 
of  the  fame  periods  juftly  poffeffes 
the  higheft  reputation.  The  fol¬ 
lowing  charafter  of  the  firft  and 
fecond  volumes  was  drawn  up  bv 
that  gentleman,  and  is  well  intitled 
to  be  inferted  in  a  narrative  of  Dr, 
Henry’s  life.  4  Thofe  who  profefs 
4  a  high  efteem  for  the  firft  volume 
4  of  Dr.  Henry’s  Hiftory,  I  may 
4  venture  to  fay,  are  almoft  as  mt- 
4  merous  as  thofe  who  have  perufed 
4  it,  provided  they  be  competent 
4  judges  of  a  work  of  that  nature, 
4  and  are  acquainted  with  the  diffi- 
4  culties  which  attend  fuch  an  un- 
4  dertaking.  Many  of  thofe  wh» 
4  had  been  fo  well  pleafed  with  the 
4  firft  were  impatient  to  fee  the 
4  fecond  volume,  which  advances 
4  into  a  field  more  delicate  and  in* 
4  terefting ;  but  the  Doftor  hath 
4  fhewn  the  maturity  of  his  judg- 
4  ment,  as  in  all  the  reft,  fo  particu- 
f  larly,  in  giving  no  performance  to 
4  the  public  that  might  appear  crude 
4  or  hafty,  or  compofed  before  he 

*  had  fully  collected  and  digefted 
4  the  materials.  I  venture  with  great 
4  fincerity  to  recommend  this  va- 
4  lu me  to  the  perufal  of  every  cu- 
4  rious  reader  who  defires  to  know 
4  the  ftate  of  Great  Britain,  in  a  pe- 
4  riod  which  has  hitherto  been  re- 
4  garded  as  very  obicure,  ill  fup- 
4  plied  with  writers,  and  not 
4  poffeffed  of  a  Angle  one  that  de- 

*  ferves  the  appellation  of  a  good 
4  one.  It  is  wonderful  what  an 
4  inftruftive,  and  even  entertaining 
4  book,  the  Doftor  has  been  able  to 
4  compofe  from  fuch  unpromifing 
4  materials  :  tantum /cries  jtmSiuraaue 
4  pallet.  When  we  fee  thofe  bar- 
4  barous  ages  delineated  by  fo  able 

4  a  pen. 
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*  a  pen,  we  admire  the  oddnefs  and 
4  fingularity  of  the  manners,  cuf- 
4  toms,  and  opinions  of  the  times, 

4  and  feem  to  be  introduced  into  a 
4  new  world ;  but  we  are  full  more 
4  furprifed,  as  well  as  interefted, 

4  when  we  refleCf  that  thofe  ftrange 
4  perfonages  were  the  anceftors  of 
4  the  prefent  inhabitants  of  this 
4  iflancL  The  objeCt  of  an  anti- 
4  quary  hath  been  commonly  dif- 
4  tinguifhed  from  that  of  an  hifto- 
4  rian  ;  for  though  the  latter  fhould 
4  enter  into  the  province  of  the  for- 
4  mer,  it  is  thought  that  it  fhould 
4  only  be  quanto  baft  a ,  that  is,  fo  far 
4  as  is  neceflary,  without  coinpre- 
4  hending  all  the  minute  difquifi- 
4  tions  which  give  fuch  fupreme 
4  pleafure  to  the  mere  antiquary. 

4  Our  learned  author  hath  fully  re- 
f  conciled  thefe  t,wo  chara&ers.  His 
4  hiftorical  narrative  is  as  full  as 
thofe  remote  times  feem  to  de- 
4  mand,  and  at  the  fame  time  his 
4  inquiries  of  the  antiquarian  kind 
4  omit  nothing  which  can  be  an  ob- 
4  je£t  of  doubt  or  curiofity.  The 
4  one  as  well  as  the  other  is  deli-- 
4  vered  with  great  perfpicuity, 

4  and  no  lefs  propriety,  which  are 
4  the  true  ornaments  of  this  kind 
4  of  writing.  All  fuperfiuous  em- 
4  bellifliments,  are  avoided ;  and  the 
4  reader  will  hardly  find  in  our  lan- 
4  guage  any  performance  that  unites 
4  together  fo  perfectly  the  two  great 
4  points  of  entertainment  and  in- 
*4  ftruClion.'— -The  gentleman  who 
wrote  this  charadler  died  before  the 
publication  of  the  third  volume. 

44  The  progrefs  of  Dr.  Henry’s 
work  introduced  him  to  more  ex- 
tenfiva  patronage,  and  in  particular 
to  the  notice  and  efieem  of  the  late 
earl  of  Mansfield.  That  venerable 
nobleman,  who  was  fo  well  intitled 
to  the  gratitude  and  admiration  cf 
his  country,  thought  the  merit  of 
Dr.  Henry’s  hifiory  fo  confiderable, 


that,  without  any  folicitation,  after 
the  publication  of  the  fourth  vo* 
lume,  he  applied  perfonally  to  his 
majefty  to  beftow  on  the  author; 
fame  mark  of  his  royal  favour.  In* 
confequence  of  this,  Dr.  Henry 
was  informed,  by  a  letter  from  lord 
Stormont,  then  fecretary  of  date, 
of  his  majefiy’s  intention  to  confer, 
on  him  an  annual  penfion  for  life 
of  iooL  4  confidering  his  diftin- 
4  gu idled  talents  and  great  literary 
4  merit,,  and  the  importance  of  the 
c  very  ufeful  and  laborious  work 
4  in  which  he  was  fo  fuccefsfully 
4  engaged,  as  titles  to  his  royal; 
4  countenance  and  favouffi  The 
warrant  was  iiTued  on  the  28th  of 
May  1781;  and  his  right  to  the: 
penfion  commenced  from  the  5th 
of  April  preceding.  This  penfion 
he  enjoyed  till  his  death,  and  always] 
coiifidered  it  as  inferring  a  newj 
obligation  to  perfevere  fteadily  in| 
the  profecution  of  his  work.  From 
the  earl  of  Mansfield  he  received 
tnany  other  teftimonies  of  efieem, 
both  as  a  man  and  as  an  author,: 
which  he  was  often  heard  to  men¬ 
tion  with  the  mod  affectionate  gra^ 
titude.  The  octavo  edition  of  his 
hifiory,  publiflied  in  1788,  was  in-j 
fcribed  to  his  lordf^ip.  The  quarto 
edition  had  been  dedicated  to  the 
king.  ?  '  ^ 

44  The  property  of  the  work  had 
hitherto  remained  with  himfelf". 
but  in  April  1  786,  when  an  octavo 
edition  was  intended,  he  conveyed 
the  property  to  Mefirs.  Cadell  and 
Strahan  for  the  fum  of  1000I;  re- 
ferving  to  himfelf  what  dill  re- 
mairied  unfold  of  the  quarto  edi¬ 
tion.  Dr.  Henry  hkd  kept  very 
accurate  accounts  -of  the  Tales  from 
the  time  of  the  original  publication; 
and  after  his  laid  tranfaCiion  he 
found  that  his  real  profits  had 
amounted  in  .  the  whole  to  about 
3,300!;  a  fir  iking  proof  of  the 


intrinfic  merit  of  a  work  which  had 
forced  its  way  to  the  public  efteern, 
in  fpite  of  the  malignant  oppofition 
with  which  the  firit  volumes  had  to 
Rruggle. 

“  The  profecution  of  his  hidory 
had  been  Dr.  Henry's  favourite  ob- 
jeCt  for  almob  thirty  years  of  his 
life.  He  had  naturally  a  found 
conftitution,  and  a  more  equal  and 
larger  portion  of  animal  fplrits  than 
is  commonly  poflefled  by  literary 
men;  but  from  the  year  1785  his 
bodily  dr  eng  th  was  fenfibly  im¬ 
paired;  notwithbanding  this  he 
perftbed  beadily  in  preparing  his 
iixth  volume,  which  brings  down 
the  hidory  to  the  acceffion  of  Ed¬ 
ward  VI.  and  it  is  now  published 
by  his  executors ;  they  flatter  them- 
1  elves  that  it  will  be  found  intitled 
to  the  fame  favourable  reception 
from  the  public  which  has  been 
given  to  the  former  volumes.  It 
was  written  under  the  difadvantages 
of  bad  health  and  great  weaknefs 
of  body.  The  tremulous  motion 
of  his  hand  had  increafed  fo  as  to 
render  writing  much  more  difficult 
to  him  than  it  had  ever  been ;  but 
the  vigour  of  his  mind  and  his  ar¬ 
dour  was  unimpaired ;  and,  inde¬ 
pendent  of  the  general  character  of 
his  works,  the  pobhumous  volume 
will  be  a  lading  monument  of  the 
ftrength  of  his  faculties,  and  of  the 
t  literary  indubry  and  perfeveranee 
which  ended  only  with  his  life. 

“  Dr.  Henry's  original  plan  ex¬ 
tended  from  the  invafion  of  Britain 
by  the  Romans  to  the  prefent 
times :  and  men  of  literary  curb 
•  ofiry  mud  regret  that  he  has  not 
lived  to  complete  his  defign ;  but 
he  has  certainly  hnilhed  the  mod 
difficult  parts  of  his  fubjeCt.  The 
periods  after  the  acceffion  of  Ed¬ 
ward  VI.  adord  materials  more 
ample,  better  digeded,  and  much 


more  within  the  reach  of  common 
readers. 

“  The  works  of  an  author  make 
fo  confiderable  a  part  of  his  per- 
fonal  hidory,  that  the  account  of 
them  is  in  danger  of  encroaching 
on  the  plage  which  ought  to  be  re¬ 
ferred  for  his  private  life.  But 
though  Dr.  Henry’s  character  as  a. 
man  was  fubicientiy  interebing, 
his  death  is  too  recent  to  permit 
the  minutenefs  of  a  biographer.  An 
account  of  his  habits,  his  friend- 
blips,  his  amufements,  his  convivial 
intercourfe,  fuch  as  a  reader  of  nar¬ 
ratives  of  this  fort  expeCts,  cannot 
be  given  to  thofe  who  diared  in 
his  fociety,  without  mixing  the 
hidory  of  the  living  with  the  cha¬ 
racter  of  the  dead.  Nothing  but 
what  is  general  can  be  faid ;  and 
much  mud  therefore  be  withheld 
which  a  friend  might  wifh  to  read, 
and  which  might  gratify  the  curb 
odty  of  the  ftranger. 

“  Though  his  literary  engage¬ 
ments  might  have  been  fuppofed 
to  have  given  him  fufficient  em* 
ployment,  he  always  found  time  for 
what  he  believed  to  be  objects 
of  public  utility,  as  well  as  for  the 
offices  of  private  friendlhip.  In 
public  life  no  man  was  more  beady 
or  aCtive  in  purfuing  his  purpofe, 
or  fought  the  means  of  attaining  it 
with  more  integrity.  As  an  ec~ 
*  cleliadical  man,  he  followed  the 
unbiased  dictates  of  his  own  mind, 
uniformly  promoting  the  rneafures 
which  he  thought  mod  for  the  in- 
tered  of  religion  and  of  his  country, 
and  perfevering  in  the  principles 
he  avowed,  though  in  the  general 
ailembly  they  mod  frequently  led 
him  to  be  included  in  the  votes  of 
the  minority.  Of  the  public  fo- 
cieties  of  Edinburgh  he  was  always 
one  of  the  mod  ufeful  and  indefa¬ 
tigable  members  ;  regular  in  his  af- 
|  tend-* 
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tendance  as  long  as  his  health  per¬ 
mitted  him,  and  always  pure  in 
his  intentions.  But  in  lerving  and 
aflifting  his  private  friends,  he  dif- 
covered  an  ardour  and  activity 
through  his  whole  life  more  inte- 
refling  than  the  moft  diftinguifhed 
literary  fame :  even  the  fons  of 
thofe  who  had  once  been  his  com¬ 
panions,  were  certain  of  every  af- 
fiftance  in  his  power,  if  he  thought 

tkev  deferved  it :  and  no  confider- 
7 

ation  could  perfuade  him  to  defert 
a  man  whom  he  efteemed,  or  whom 
he  believed  to  have  a  claim  on  his 
friendfhip.  He  was  particularly 
attentive  to  young  men  who  were 
profecuting  a  literary  education. 
He  had  himfelf  experienced  diffi¬ 
culties  in  his  youth,  and  mentioned 
them  often  as  motives  which  he 
could  not  refift,  to  aflift  the  induf- 
try  and  merit  of  other  men.  His 
activity  to  ferve  his  friends  was 
always  accompanied  with  an  ear- 
neftnefs  and  good  will,  which  add¬ 
ed  greatly  to  the  obligations  he 
conferred.  Befides  his  friends,  he 
was  particularly  attentive  to  his  re¬ 
lations;  of  whom  he  had  a  num¬ 
ber,  whofe  circumftances  were  not 
opulent ;  with  them  he  ftiared  his 
good  fortune,  as  foon  as  the  profits 
of  his  book  enabled  him  to.be  ufeful 
to  them  ;  and  with  the  exception  of 
an  annuity  to  Mrs.  Henry,  and  a 
few  fmall  legac  ies,  left  them  by  his 
will  all  the  property  he  had  ac¬ 
quired.  His  per* lion  and  the  pro¬ 
fits  of  his  book  had  placed  him  at 
la  it  in  eafy  circumftances,  and  en¬ 
abled  him  to  do  for  his  relations 
what  gave  great  fatisfadfion  to  his 
worthy  and  benevolent  mind. 

“  Dr.  Henry  was  naturally  fond 
of  Society  ;  and  few  men  ever  en¬ 
joyed  fociety  more  perfectly,  or  were 
capable  of  contributing  fo  much  to 
the  pl'eafurc-  of  converfation,  Not* 
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withftanding  his  literary  piirfuit^ 
he  was  always  ready  to  make  one  in 
a  party  of  his  friends ;  and  attached 
himfelf  to  pleafant  and  refpedlable  i 
companions  wherever  he  found 
them,  without  any  regard  to  the 
competitions  or  contrary  opinions 
which  unhappily  fo  often  prevent  i 
worthy  men  from  aftbeiating.  His 
extenfive  knowledge,  his  cheerful- 
nefs  and  pleafantry,  his  inexhauft- 
ible  fund  of  humour  and  anecdote, 
would  have  made  him  a  diftinguifhed 
character  among  any  defeription  of 
men,  although  he  had  had  no  pre-? 
tendons  as  an  author.  His  great 
extent  of  folid  information  gave  a 
variety  to  his  converfation,  to  which  * 
much  was  added  by  his  talents  for 
convivial  pleafantry.  He  had  a  j 
ftory  or  anecdote  ready  for  every 
occafion,  and  adapted  to  every  fub- 
jedc;  and  was  peculiarly  happy  in'  | 
feleffing  the  circumftances  which-  i 
could  render  it  interefting  and  i 
pointed.  If  the  fame  narratives 
were  fometimes  repeated,  a  circum- 
ftance  which  was  unavoidable,  they  ( 
were  always  feafoned  with  a  new 
relifh  ;  and  even  thofe  who  lived 
moft  with  him,  have  feldom  been 
in  his  company  without  hearing 
from  him  fomething  which  was  as 
new  to  them  as  to  ftrangers.  His 
character  was  uniform  to  the  end. 
He  converfed  with  the  ardour  ind  ft 
even  the  gaiety  of  youth,  long  after, 
his.  bodily  ftrength  had  yielded  to 
the  infirmities  or  age ;  and  even 
within  a  few  days  of  his  death, 
which  he  was  every  day  expelling, 
he  could  mix  anecdotes  and  plea¬ 
fantry  with  the  moft  ferious  fpf# 
cou  rfe. 

“  For  feveral  years  he  had  fpent  a 
part  of  every  feafon  at  Milnficld,  a 
country *houfe  with  a  few  acres 
furrounding  it,  about  twenty  miles 
from  Edinburgh,  of  which  he  had  a 

kale  '< 
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:afe  for  his  own  life  and  Mrs. 
[enry’s.  Fie  had  been  attracted 
>  this  fituation  by  its  vicinity  to 
is  friend  Mr.  Laurie’s  effate,  to 
-hofe  family  he  had  always  an  af- 
j&ionate  attachment.  Flere  he 
rofecuted  his  Budies  without  in- 
‘rrnption;  and  amnfed  himfelf 
ith  fuch  improvements  and  alter- 
:ions  on  his  fmall  farm  as  his  con- 
enience  or  his  fancy  luggefted  to 
im.  Fie  built  a  fmall  room  for  a 
brary,  which  he  had  furrounded 
ith  trees,  and  infcribed  “  Otio  et 
fujis and,  the  lituation  admit- 
ng  of  it,  he  fitted  up  on  the 
round  floor  a  place  for  a  cold 
ath,  which  his  phyficians  had  di¬ 
eted  Him  to  ufe ;  on  the  door  of 
hich  he  had  written,  “  Be  eafily 
leafed a  circumftance  hibhlv 

o 

laraCteriBical  of  his  own  temper 
.  the  common  affairs  of  life. 

“  His  health  had  been  2; ra dually 
;c  lining  fince the  year  1781;.  He 
id  been  unable  to  preach  for  fe- 
?ral  years,  and  an  afilBant  had 
pplied  his  place.  On  this  ac- 
>unt  he  fpent  more  of  his  time 
an  ufual  at  Milnfield.  Till  the 
mmer  of  1790  he  was  able  to 
Jrfue  his  (Indies,  though  not  with- 
it  fome  interruptions  :  but  at  that 
ue,  though  he  had  no  particular 
feafe,  a  uruVerfal  relaxation  and 
ability  allured  him  that  his  con- 
itution  was  exhauBed.  What  ren¬ 
ted  his  lituation  more  depref- 
ig  Bill,  Mrs.  Henry  had  for  fome 
lie  difeovered  fy mptoms  of  a  ca- 
ra<B  on  her  eyes,  which  in  1790 
duced  her  to  a  Bate  of  almofr  total 
indnefs.  In  the  month  of  AuguB 
■  accompanied  her  to  Edinburgh, 
here  (hefubmitted  to  an  operation, 
hich  was  fo  far  unfuccefsful,  that 
e  did  not  recover  her  fight  dur- 
g  Lis  life.  From  the  time  of 
s  return  to  Milnfield  in  Septem- 
r,  his  firength  was  fenfibly  di- 
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minifned ;  and  he  was  foon  con¬ 
vinced  that  he  had  but  a  few  weeks 
to  live.  No  man  could  meet  death 
with  more  equanimity  or  fortitude, 
or  with  a  fortitude  derived  from 
better  fources.  He  mentioned  his 
death  eafily  and  often  as  an  event 
which  in  his  fituation  was  defirable, 
fenfible  that,  from  the  exhauBed 
Bate  of  his  body,  he  could  no  longer 
enjoy  this  world,  or  be  ufeful  in 
it ;  and  expreffing  in  the  mod  ex¬ 
plicit  terms  his  firm  perfualion  of 
the  great  doClrines  of  ChriBianity, 
and  the  full  exp&ffatioivhe  derived 
from  them  of  4  life  and  immorta- 
‘  lity  through  Jefus  ChriB  our 
‘  Lord.’  His  faculties  were  per¬ 
fectly  entire ;  nor  could  any  change 
be  obferved  in  his  manner  or  con- 
verfation  with  his  friends.  He  was 
never  confined  to  bed,  and  con- 
verfed  eafilv  till  within  a  few  hours 

j 

of  his  death.  Lie  had  a  ftrength  of 
mind  which  falls  to  the  lot  of  few; 
and  Providence  permitted  him  to 
preferve  the  full  poffeffion  of  it. 

u  A  few  days  before  his  death  he 
executed  a  deed,  which  he  dictated 
himfelf,  by  which  he  difponed  his 
collection  of  books  to  the  magis¬ 
trates,  town-council,  and  prefbytery 
of  Linlithgow,  as  the  foundation  of 
a  public  library  ;  under  certain  re¬ 
gulations  and  conditions,  which  he 
exprefied  very  diftinCtly,  and  by- 
means  of  which  he  flattered  him- 
felf  that  a  library  might  at  iaB  be 
created,  which  might  contribute,  to 
diffufe  knowledge  and  literature  in 
the  •country.  This  idea  had  been 
fuggefied  to  him  by  his  experience 
in  the  public  utility  of  libraries  of 
this  fprt,  which  had  been  eBab- 
liBied  at  Berwick  and  at  Kelfo.  By 
fuch  inftitutions  the  means  of 
knowledge  may  be  obtained  in  re¬ 
mote  fituations  at  a  fmall  expence, 
and  are  eafily  circulated  among  the 
'different  orders  of  men;  and  though 

hiS 
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regions  with  regard  to  his  affairs' 
and  even  dilated  a  lift  of  his  friend'! 
whom  he  wifhed  to  be  prefent  afl 
his  funeral ;  and  with  a  conftitutior 
quite  worn  out,  died  on  the  24ft jj 
of  November  1 790,  irrthe  feventy  ! 
third  year  of  his  age.  He  was  bu  i 
ried  in  the  church-yard  of  Pol 
mont,  where  a  monument  is  ereftec 
to  his  memory. 

“  Dr.  Henry’s  perfonal  virtueit 
will  not  be  foon  forgotten.  Amon^ 
liis  friends  he  will  always  be  remem¬ 
bered  with  tendernefs :  and  hi:1 
character  as  an  author  will  be  re 
fpefted  by  pofterity,  long  after  the 
events  of  his  private  life  ftiali  be  i 
come  too  diftant  to  be  interefting,  i 

— - - - *  .  .  - - - - - -  ■■ ,  ^ - A,— ,  . .  ,  ,  ,, 

CHARACTER  of  H  E  N  R  Y  VII.  -  M 
[From  the  fame  Work.] 

«  TjENRY  VII  .  was  in  ftature  a  minifter,  impenetrably  fecret  in  all 
J~A  little  above  the  middle  fize,  his  fchemes,  and  prefcribed  to  hi 
{lender,  ftrong,  and  aftive.  His  fervants  the  part  they  were  to  aft 
deportment  was,  in  general,  grave,  without  acquainting  them  with  hi 
teferved,  and  {lately  ;  but  he  could  views.  His  underftanding  wa 
put  on  a  fmiling  countenance,  and  good,  but  neither  very  quick  no 
afliime  a  gracious  engaging  manner,  comprehensive  ;  but  he  fuppliec 
when  he  faw  convenient.  In  per-  the  want  of  quicknefs  by  matur 
(onal  courage  he  was  not  defective,  deliberation  ;  and  the  fuccefs  wit) 
but  it  was  attended  with  caution  and  which  all  his  meafures  veere  crowm 
not  of  the  impetuous  enterpriffng  ed,  procured  him  the  name  of  th 
kind.  Though  he  fometimes  threat-  Solomon  of  the  age,  and  a  very  hig 
ened,  he  never  really  intended  t©  en-  reputation  for  w7ifdom,  both  a 
gage  in  any  foreign  war;  becaufehe  home  and  abroad.  He  has  bee: 
knew  it  was  exceedingly  expenftve,  highly  admired  for  diminifhing  th 
and  peculiarly  dangerous  to  a  prince  exorbitant  power  of  the  great  ba 
with  a  difputed  title  and  difcontent-  rons,  which  had  often  endangere 
ed  fubjefts.  From  thefe  confider-  the  crown  and  oppreffed  the  peoph 
ations,  rather  than  from  timidity,  This  he  certainly  endeavoured,  an 
he  cultivated  peace  with  all  the  in  part  accomplifhed.  But  it  w£ 
neighbouring  princes.  In  appli-  far  from  being  a  difficult  talk.  Th 
cation  to  buff  nets  he  was  indefa-  civil  wars  had  ruined  ,two-thirc 
tigable,  and  descended  to  the  moft  of  the  great  families,  and  at  his  at 
minute  details.  He  was  his  own  ceffion  there  were  only  tw'ent) 


his  colleftion  of  books  was  not  a 
large  one,  he  believed  that  the  in- 
ftit'ution  required  only  to  be  be¬ 
gun  under  proper  regulations,  and 
might  foon  become  confiderable,  if 
proper  attention  fhould  be  given 
to  it.  His  intentions  were  cer¬ 
tainly  pure  ;  and  the  rules  he  fug- 
gefted  well  fuited  to  the  defign. 
The  magiftrates  of  Linlithgow  have 
prepared  a  room,  and  curators  for 
the  management  of  the  library  have 
been  chofeu  in  terms  of  the  deed. 
The  public  have  reafon  to  expeft: 
from  them  every  thing  by  which 
they  can  promote  the  benevolent 
and  refpeftable  intentions  of  the 
founder.  He  gave  very  minute  di-* 
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Teveil  tenhporal  peers  in  England. 
The  great  defers  in  the  character 
of  this  prince  proceeded  not  from 
the  weaknefs  of  his  head,  but  the 
hardnefs  of  his  heart,  which  was  ex¬ 
ceedingly  felflfti  and  unfeeling  ;  lit^ 
tie  fufceptible  of  the  impreffions  of 
love,  friendftiipi,  pity,  or  any  ge¬ 
nerous  benevolent  affection.  He 
was  an  unkind  hufband  to  an  ami¬ 
able  confort ;  never  had  a  friend^ 
and  feldom  forgave  an  enemy.  Asa 
fon,  he  treated  his  venerable  mother 
with  formal  refpeCI,  but  allowed  her 


no  influence ;  as  a  father,  he  was 
careful,  but  not  affectionate ;  as  a 
matter,  he  was  far  from  being  ge¬ 
nerous.  His  vexatious  exactions  of 
various  kinds,  his  feverity  to  fir 
William  Stanley,  and  his  cruelty  to 
the  innocent  earl  of  Warwick,  have 
procured  him,  and  not  unjuftly,. 
the  odious  name  of  tyrant.  An  in¬ 
ordinate  love  of  money,  and  an 
unrelenting  hatred  to  the  houfe  of 
York,  were  his  ruling  paffions,  and 
the  chief  fources  of  all  his  vices  and 
of  all  his  troubles;” 


CHARACTER  of  HENRY  VIII. 
[From  the  fame  Work.] 


u  T  TERYdifferent  characters  have 
V  been  given  of  Henry  VIII. 
Ty  different  authors,  Some  have 
reprefented  him  as  a  brave,  wife, 
juft,  and  merciful  prince,  with  few 
vices  or  imperfections;  while  others 
have  painted  him  in  the  blaekeft 
colours,  as  a  cruel  unrelenting 
tyrant,  with  few  or  no  virtues  or 
good  qualities.  Thofe,  however, 
who  have  delineated  his  character 
with  the  greateft  care  and  candour, 
have  purfued  a  middle  courfe,  by 
doing  juftice  to  his  good  aCtions  and 
commendable  qualifications,  while 
they  have  not  overlooked  his  crh 
minal  paffions  and  his  vices.  The 
following  ftiort  defcription  of  the 
moft  linking  features  in  the  cha¬ 
racter  of  this  prince  may,  it  is  ima¬ 
gined,  be  juftified  by  authentic  mo¬ 
numents  and  the  real  tranfaCtions 
of  his  reign.  He  was  very  tall, 
and  in  .his  youth  was  uncommonly 
handfome,  ftrong,  and  aCtive.  He 
delighted  and  excelled  in  all  manly 
exercifbs ;  as  riding,  tilting,  hunt¬ 
ing,  hawking,  leaping,  wreftling* 

'  *  I793* 


&c.  His  gait  was  ftatcly,  and  his 
air  majeftic.  4  Who,  fays  a  con¬ 
temporary  writer,  4  is  fo  dull  as 
4  not  to  fee  in  that  moft  ferene 
4  countenance  the  figns  ol  a  king  ? 
4  Who  can  behold,  even  afar  off, 
4  that  auguft  majefty  of  his  whole 
4  perfon,  and  not  fay  he  was  born 
4  to  a  diadem?’  Thefe  perfohal 
charms  and  accomplifhmenis  being 
vifible  to  all,  gained  him  great  ad¬ 
miration  and  popularity  in  the  firft 
part  6f  his  reign.  He  was  fond  of 
mufic,  a  good  performer  on  feveral 
inftruments,  and  no  contemptible 
compofer.  Great  -pains  had  been 
taken  with  his  education,  and  he 
had  a  genius  capable  of  acquiring 
knowledge.  He  fpoke  feveral  lan  * 
guages  fluently,  particularly  Lathi 
and  French :  but  unfortunately  his 
favourite  ftudy  was  fchool-divinity ; 
in  which  he  imagined  himfelf  fo 
great  a  doCtor,  that  he  entered  the 
lifts  with  Martin  Luther,  in  his  fa¬ 
mous  book  Be  Septem  Sacrament  is  ; 
for  which  he  received  fuch  a  de¬ 
luge  of  praife  as  no  author  of  an 
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inferior  rank  muff  ever  expedi.  We 
nave  no  reafon  to  fufpedt  that  he 
was  deficient  in  perfonal  courage, 
though  he  was  not  forward  in  ex- 
pofing  himfelf  to  danger.  His  un- 
derftanding  was  good,  when  it  was 
not  blinded  by  fame  reigning  paf- 
fion.  The  truth  feems  to  be,  that 
the  ungovernable  impetuofity  of 
his  pafiions  was  the  great  defedt  in 
his  character,  the  fource  of  all  his 
errors  and  of  all  his  crimes.  In 
his  youth  the  love  of  pleafure  was 
his  reigning  pafiion,  and  an  extra¬ 
vagant  fondnefs  for  royal  feafts, 
tilts,  tournaments,  dffguiftng,  and 
the  other  pompons  expenfive  diver- 
lions  of  the  great  in  thofe  times. 
About  thefe  he  employed  his 
thoughts ;  in  thefe  he  fpent  his 
time,  and  fquandered  away  the  trea- 
fures  that  had  been  hoarded  bv  his 
father.  Tothishewas alfo prompted 
by  his  vanity,  and  encouraged  by 
his  minilfers,  particularly  by  his 
great  favourite,  cardinal  Wolfey, 
for  very  obvious  reafons.  As  he 

j 

advanced  in  years,  and  began  to 
interfere  more  in  bufinefs,  paflions 
of  a  darker  complexion  and  more 
dangerous  tendency  appeared.  From 
his  father  he  inherited  an  extreme 
jealou fy  of  all  who  were  related  to 
the  royal  family,  and  could  be  fup- 
pofed  to  entertain  the  molt  diffant 
thoughts  of  the  throne.  To  this 
feverai  per  ions  of  high  rank  fell  a 
facriflce.  His  excefftve  felf-con- 
Ceit,  and  the  high  opinion  he  en¬ 
tertained  of  his  own  fuperior  wif- 
dom,  though  it  was  rather  a  ridicu- 
1  ms  than  a  criminal  pafiion,  had 
the  very  worfi  effedls.  It  rendered 
him  fufceptible,  or  rather  greedy, 
of  flattery,  and  highly  plea  fed  with 
praife,  with  which  he  was  accofted 
on  all  occafions.  The  two  great  par¬ 
ties,  the  friends  of  the  pope  and  the 
favourers  of  the  reformation,  tried 


to  exceed  one  another  in  the  arts  of 
flattery,  and  in  a  fervile  compliance 
with  all  his  humoprs,  which  ren¬ 
dered  him  intolerably  proud,  ob- 
ftinate,  and  impatient  of  contra¬ 
diction.  This  alfo  increafed  his 
authority,  fubjeded  both  thele  par¬ 
ties  to  "his  will,  and  put  it  in  his 
power  to  do  whatever  he  pleafed. 
The  court  that  was  paid  him  by 
the  two  great  rivals,  the  emperor 
and  the  king  of  France,  contributed 
Fill  further  to  inflame  his  pride ; 
and  in  fpite  of  all  his  faults,  it 
rendered  him  popular  among  his 
own  fubjeefs,  who  were  pleafed  to 
fee  their  fovereign  the  arbiter  of 
Europe.  Though  prodigality  and 
avarice  are  oppoflte  paflions,  they 
are  often  found  in  the  fame  perfon  ; 
and  Henry  was  both  profufe  and 
covetous  in  the  extreme..  Of  his 
prodigality,  the  immenfe  fums  her 
fquandered  are  a  fuflicient  proof  ; 
and  his  hiftory  affords  many  evi¬ 
dences  of  his  avarice.  At  two  dif¬ 
ferent  times  he  borrowed  great  fums 
from  many  of  his  fubjedts,  and  pro¬ 
cured  adts  from  his  fervile  parlia¬ 
ments,  abfolving  him  from  the  ob¬ 
ligation  of  repaying  them,  though 
he  had  given  his  creditors  fecurity 
under  the  privy  feal.  But  of  all 
his  paflions,  his  anger  was  the  molt 
terrible.  When  he  conceived  a 
jealoufv  or  diflike  of  any  perfom, 
their  ruin  was  refolved  ;  no  fubmif-; 
fions,  no  fupplications,  no  intercef- 
fions,  no  evidences  of  their  inno¬ 
cence,  could  fave  them  from  de,- 
flrudtion.  -In  a  word,  the  charadler 
he  is  faid  to  have  given  of  himfelf, 

4  That  he  had  never  fpared  a  man  in 
4  his  anger,  nor  a  woman  in  his 
4  I uft/  feems  to  be  too  well  founded  ; 
and  they  are  not  inexcufable  who 
have  denominated  him  a  tyrant,  if 
they  had  not  forgotten  to  add,  that 
he  was  po defied  of  many  valuable 
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tccornplifliments ;  capable  at  times  of  Providence  of  much  good  to  his 
)f  generous  and  laudable  actions,  fubjects  and  their  pofterity,  by  dif- 
md  of  kind  affections  ;  and  that  he  folving  their  connection  with  the 
iad  been  an  inftniment  in  the  hand  court  and  church  of  Rome.” 


Account  of  the  LIFE  of  Dr.  BLACRLOGK,  by  Mr.  Mackenzie 
Author  of  the  Man  of  Feeling,  &c. 

[From  Poems  by  the  late  Rev.  Thomas  Blacklock,  D.  D.  &c.] 


OF  thofe  whofe  writings  have 
delighted  the  feelings,  or  at- 
raCted  the  admiration  of  mankind, 

:  has  generally  happened  that  the 
ves  have  afforded  but  very  few 
laterials  for  biography.  The  “  fe- 
ueftered  vale,’’  as  one  of  them- 
dves  has  termed  it,  in  which  ge- 
ius  nouriflies  the  fwelling  thought, 
r  ffudy  purfues  its  elaborate  re- 
arch,  has  fcarce  any  ObjeCts  for 
ifcription  to  embelihh,  or  events 
>  which  narrative  could  give  ini- 
irtance-.  The  difpolitions  of  luch 
^rfons  are  generally  as  averfe,  as 
ieir  flotations  are  unfavourable, 

» the  purfuits  of  interefl  or  ambi- 
3/1,  to  thofe  aCtitfe  purfuits  which 
ad  men  through  confpicuous 
rents,  or  affociate  them  with  con- 
iicuous  characters.  The  lives  of 
:erary  men  are  often  the  mere 
eaftire  of  a  certain  portion  of 
Tie  in  which  their  works  were 
‘oduced,  and  have  only  that  lub- 
‘dinate  and  unnoticed  relation  to 
ofe  productions  which  the  can¬ 
ts  of  Guido  had  to  his  paintings, 

1  the  marble  of  Michael  Angelo 
his  fculpture.  Without  the  ma- 
rials,  the  work  would  not  have 
ifted;  but  the  material  is  of  fo 
tie  value  in  proportion  to  the 
)rk,  that  in  the  contemplation  of 
e  latter  the  former  is  forgotten. 

“  Yet  a  hired  of  that  canvas,  or 
fragment  of  that  marble  on  which 
her  of  thofe  great  men  wrought, 


would  bear  a  value  in  the  imagin¬ 
ation  of  a  lover  of  the  arts  in  which 
they  excelled.  And  in  like  man¬ 
ner,  they  who  have  perufed  with 
pleafure  the  works  of  an  author,  are 
ibiicitous  to  know  the  particulars 
of  his  life,  to  learn  the  employ¬ 
ment  of  thofe  hours  in  which  he 
did  not  write,  and  to  fee  him  in 
that  ordinary  Late  in  which  he  left 
the  elevation  of  genius,  to  concern 
himfelf  with  common  things  ;  to 
trace  him  back  from  that  period 
when  his  fame  was  at  its  full,  with 
the  ^me  fort  of  curio lity  with 
which  we  follow  up  the  track  of 
forne  mighty  ftream,  to  the  little 
rill  that  is  acknowledged  for  its 
feurce. 

6(  This  propensity,  which  is  always 
natural,  may  fometirnes  lead  to  more 
than  amufement.  Beildes  the  ge¬ 
neral  advantage  which  refults  from 
examining,  in  whatever  direction, 
the  progress  and  powers  of  the  hu¬ 
man  mind,  particular  circumitances 
may  exilt  to  render  the  fituation  in 
which  an  author  was  placed,  a  theme 
for  intefefting  fpeculation,  or  a 
ftudy  of  ufeful  example-.  In  the 
powers,  or  in  the  weaknefs,  in  the 
attainment^  or  the  defeats,  in  the 
enjoyments  or  the  diftreffes  of  men 
eminent  for  intellectual  endow¬ 
ments,  their  fucceffors  may  learn  a 
better  direction  of  their  own  ta¬ 
lents,  or  a  jailer  value  of  their  own 
purfuits ;  to  abate  the  pride  by 
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which  genius  is  h artfully  milled, 
orto  overcome  the  mortification  by 
which  it  is  unnecefiarily  depreflhd  ; 
may  be  taught  to  avoid  thofe  fair- 
feeming  paths  that  lead  to  difquiet 
and  difappbiutment,  and.be  led  to 
fources,  of  content  and  cdnfolatidn 
amidft  profpects  the  moll  gloomy 
and  impromhiqg.'  . 

“  The  of  Dr.Thbmas  Black- 
locky  may,  It  h  ink,  afiert  a  claim  to 
notice  beyond  Eiat’of  moll  authors, 
to’whofe  ftory  the  public  attention 
has'.heen  called  by  the  publication 
of  their  works!  He  who  reads  his 
poems  with'  that  inlerefi  which  the.fr 
intriniic  merit  deferves,  wilHe.el  that 
inte / eft  y  ef  y  mil  chi  h c  r  e  afe  d '  wh  e  n 
he  Hi  all.  be  told  the  various  difficul¬ 
ties  which  their  author  overcame 
in  their  production ;  the  obftacles 
which  nature  and  ,  fortune  had 
placed  in  his  way  to  the  poiTefiion 
of  thofe  ideas  which  his  mind  ac¬ 
quired,  to  the  communication  of 
thofe  which  his  poetry  unfolds. 

He  was  born  in  the  year 4  721, 
at  Annan,  in  the  county  of  Dum¬ 
fries  in  Scotland.  His  "parents  were 

X  . 

natives  of  the  bordering  Englilh 
county  of  Cumberland.  His  fa¬ 
ther  Was  by  trade  a  bricklayer; 
his  mother  the  daughter  of  a  con- 
fiderable  dealer  in  cattle;  both  re- 
fpefiable  in  their  characters ;  and, 
jt  would  appear,  poffeffed  of  a  con- 
fiderable  degree  of  knowledge  and 
urbanity;  which,*  in  a  country  where 
education  was.  cheap,  and  property 
then  a  good  deal  fubdivided,  was 
often  the  cafe  with  perfons  of  their 
Ration. 

“  Before  he  was  fix  months  old  he 
loft  his  eye-fight  in  the  "fmall-pox. 
This  rendered  him  incapable  of  any 
of  thofe  mechanical  trades  to  which 
his  father  might  naturally  have  been 
inclined  to  breed  him,  and  his  cir- 
cumftances  prevented  his  alpiring 
to  the  higher  profeffions,  The  good 


man  therefore  kept  his  fon  in  his> 
houfe,  and,  with  the  aftiflance  of 
fome  of  his  friends,  foftered  that  in¬ 
clination  which  the  boy  early  (hewed 
for  books,  by  reading,  to  amufe 
him,  fir  ft,  the  fimple  fort  of  publi¬ 
cations  which,  are  commonly  put 
into  the  hands  of  children,  and  then 
feveral  of  our  bell  authors,  fuch  as 
Milton,  Spencer,  Prior,  Pope,  and 
Add  t  fan.  His  companions,  whom 
his  early  gentlenefs  and  kindnefs  of 
difpofition,  as  well  as  their  com¬ 
panion  for  his  misfortune,  ftrongly 
attached  to  .him,  were  very  affidu- 
ous  in  their  good  offices,  in  reading 
to  inftnrcl  and  amufe  him.  By 
their  aftiftance  he  acquired  fome 
knowledge  of  the  Latin  tongue, 
but  he  never  was  at  a ‘grammar- 
fchool  till  at  a  more  advanced  pe¬ 
riod  of  life.  Poetry  was  even  then 
his  favourite  reading  ;  and  he  found 
an  enthufiaftic  delight  in  the  works 
of  the  beft  English  poets,  and  in 
tiiofe  of  his  countryman  Allan  Ram- 
fay.  Even  at  an  age  fo  early  as 
twelve  he  began  to  write  poems, 
one  of  which  is  preferved  in  this 
coliecftion,  and  is  not,  perhaps,  in¬ 
ferior  to  any  of  the  premature  com- 
pofitions  of  boys  alfifled  by  the  bell 
education,  which  are  only  recalled 
into  notice  by  the  future  fame  oi 
their  authors, 

w  He  had  attained  the  age  oi 
nineteen  when  his  father  was  kill¬ 
ed  by  the  accidental  fall  of  a  malt 
kiln  belonging  to  his  ion-in-law 
This  lofs,  heavy  to  any  one  at  thai 
early  age,  would  have  been,  however 
to  a  young  man  pofteffing  the  ordi¬ 
nary  means  of  fupport,  and  the  ordi 
nary  advantages  of  education,  com¬ 
paratively  light;  but  tO‘liin>— thu 
fuddenly  deprived  of  that  fupport  or 
which  his  youth  had  leaned— defti 
tute  almoli  of  any  refource  whict 
induftry  affords  to  thofe  who  hav 
the'blefiings  of  fight — with  a  bodj 
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feeble  and  delicate  from  .nature,  and 
i  mind  congenially  fufceptible,  it 
vas  riot  furprifing  that  this  blow 
vas  doubly  fevere,  and  threw  on 
ffsipirits  that  defpondent  gloom  to 
(vhibh  he  then  gave  way  in  the  fol- 
owing  pathetic  lines,  and  which 
pmetimes  overclouded  them  in  the 
“ubfequent  period  of  his  life:  ’ 

)eje<fting;  profpeA !  foon  the  haplefs  hour 
May  come;  perhaps  this  moment  it  im¬ 
pends, 

rVhich  drives  me  forth  to  penury  and  cold., 
^aked,  and  beat  by  all  the  [terms  of  heav’n, 
"riendlefs  and  guioieleis  tc>  explore  my  way; 
rill,  on  cold  earth  this  poor  ttnfhelter’d 
head 

declining,  vainly  from  the  ruthlefs  blafi 
lefpite  1  beg,  and  in  the  fhock  expire. 

w  Though  dependent,  however,  he 
vas  not.  deflitute  of  friends  ;  and 
leaven  rewarded  the  pious  con- 
idence,  which,  a  few  lines  after,  he 
:xpreiles  in  its  care,  by  providing 
or  him  protectors  and  patrons,  by 
t’hofe  alliftance  he  obtained  advan- 
ages,  which,  had  his  father  lived, 
night  perhaps  never  have  opened 
o  him. 

u  He  lived  with  his  mother  for 
bout  a  year  after  his  father’s  death, 
nd  began  to  be  dilYmguifhed  as  a 
oung  man  of  uncommon  parts 
nd  genius.  Thefe  were  at  that 
ime  unaffilFed  by  learning ;  the 
ircumftances  of  his  family  afford¬ 
ing  him  no  better  education  than 
ae  {mattering  of  Latin  which  his 
ompanions  llad  .taught  him,  and 
ie  perufal  and  recollection  of  the 
fw  Englifii  authors  which  they,  or 
is  father  in  the  intervals  of  his  pv.p- 
-dional  labours  had  read  to  him. 
oetrv,  however,  though  it  attains 
s  higheff  perfection  in  a  cultivated 
>il,  grows  perhaps  as  luxuriantly 
i  a  wild  onC.  To  poetry,  as  we 
ive  before  mentioned,  he  was  de¬ 
nted  from  his  earlieft  davs;  and 
)&u.t  this  time  feveral  of  his  poeti- 
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Cal  produdions  began  to  be  handed 
about,  which  confiderably  enlarged 
the  , circle  of  his  friends  and  ac¬ 
quaintance.  Some  of  his  compo- 
fitions  being  [hewn  to  doCtor  Ste- 
venfqn,  an  eminent  phyfician  of 
Edinburgh  who  was  accidentally  at 
Dumfries  on  a  profeffional  vifit, 
that  gentleman  formed  the  bene¬ 
volent  defign  of  carrying  him  to 
the  Scotch  metropolis,  and  giving 
to  his  natural  endowments  the  al¬ 
ii  fiance-  of  a  ciallical  education. 
He  came  to  Edinburgh  in  the  year 
2741,  and  was  enrolled  a  fludent  of 
divinity  in  -the  univerfhy  there* 
though  at  that  time  without  any 
particular  view  of  entering  into  the 
church.  In  that  univerfity  he  con¬ 
tinued  his  ftudies  under  the  patron¬ 
age  of  doCtor  Stevenfon  till  the  year 
1745,  and  in  the  following  year  a 
volume  of  his  poems  in  oCtavo  was 
firft  publi Hied.  During  the  na¬ 
tional  difhn  bances,  which  prevailed 
during  thofe  years,  he  returned  to 
Dumfries,  where  he  redded  with. 
Mr.  M’Murdo,  a  gentleman  who 
had  tnarrie4  his  filter,  in  whole 
houfe  he  was  not  only  treated  with 
all  the  kinclnefs  and  affeCtion  of  a 
brother,  but  had  an  opportunity, 
from  the  fbciety  which  it  afforded, 
qf  confiderably  increafing  the  ftore 
of  his  ideas.  After  the  clofe  ofthe 
rebellion,  and  the  coropleaf  resto¬ 
ration  of  the  peace  of  the  country, 
he  returned  again  to  the  metro¬ 
polis,  and  purfued  his  ftudies  for  fix: 
years  longer.  During  this  kfl  re- 
fidcnce  in  Edinburgh,  among  other 
literary  acquaintance,  he  obtained 
that  of  the  celebrated  David  Hume, 
who,  with  ail  that  humanity  and 
benevolence  for  which  he  was  dif- 
tingu’flied,  attached  himfelf  warmly 
to  "Mr.  Blacklock’s  interefls,  and 
was  afterwards  particularly  ufeful 
to  him  in  the  publication  of  the 
4to  edition  of  his  poems^  which 
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came  out  by  fubfcription  in  Lon-  plying  clofbly  for  a  confiderabte 
don  in  the  year  1756.  Previoufly  time  to  the  ftudy  of  theology,  he 
to  this,  a  fecond  edition  in  8vo  had  '  palled  the  ufuaf  trials  in  the  pref- 
been  publifhed  at  Edinburgh  in  bytery  of  Dumfries,  and  was  by  that 
1754.  To  the  4*to  edition  Mr.  prelbvtery  licenfed  a  preacher  of 
Spence,  profeftbr  of  poetry  at  Ox-  the  gofpel  in  the  year  1759..  As  a 
ford,  who  had  conceived  a  great  re-  preacher  he  obtained  high  reputa- 
gard  for  the  author,  prefixed  a  very  tion,  and  was  fond  of  compoling 
elaborate  and  ingenious  account  of  fermons,  of  which  he  has  left  fome 
his  life,  character,  and  writings ;  volumes  in  manufcript,  as  alfo  a 
an  account  which  would  have  ren-  treatife  on  morals,  both  of  which  it 
dered  the  prefent  imperfedt  Iketch  is  in  contemplation  with  his  friends 
equally  unnecehary  and  afTuming,  to  publifh. 
had  it  not  been  written  at  a  period  44  The  tenor  of  his  occupations, ii 
fo  early  as  to  include  only  the  open-  as  well  as  the  bent  of  his  mind  and; 
ing  events  of  a  life  for  which  it  was  difpofition,  during  this  period  off 
meant  to  claim  the  future  notice  his  life,  will  appear  in  the  following 
and  favour  of  the  public.  plain  and  unftudied  account,  con-3 

44  In  the  courfe  of  his  education  tained  in  a  letter  from  a  gentleman,! 
at  Edinburgh,  he  acquired  a  profi-  who  was  then  his  moll  intimate  and 
ciency  in  the  learned  languages,  and  conflant  companion,  the  rev.  Mr^i 
became  more  a  mailer  of  the  French  Jamefon,  formerly  minifler  of  the! 
tongue  than  was  common  *  there,  epifcopal  chapel  at  Dumfries,  after-; 
from  the  focial  intercourfe  to  which  wards  of  the  Englifli  congregation! 
he  had  the  good  fortune  to  be  ad-  at  Dantzic,  and  who  now  refides  at 
mitted  in  the  houfe  of  provofl  Alex-  Newcaflle  upon  Tyne, 
ander,  who  had  married  a  native  of  44  His  manner  of  life  (fays  that, 
France.  At  the  univerftty  he  at-  gentleman)  was  fo  uniform,  that! 
tained  a  knowledge  of  the  various  the  hiftory  of  it  during  one  day,  or 
branches  of  philofophy  and  tbeo-  one  week,  is  the  hiflory  of  it  during 
logy,  to  which  his  courfe  of  ftudy  the  feven  years  that  our  perfonal 
naturally  led,  and  acquired  at  the  intercourfe  lafled.  Reading,  mufic, 
fame  time  a  confiderable  fund  of  walking,  converting,  and  difputing 
learning  and  information  in  thofe  on  various  topics,  in  theology, "ethics,' 
various  departments  of  fcience  and  &c.  employed  almofl  every  hour  of 
belles-lettres^  from  which  his  want  of  our  time*  It  was  pleafant  to  hear 
fight  did  not  abfolutely  precludehim.  him  engaged  in  a  difpute,'  for  no. 

44  In  1757,  he  began  a  courfe  of  man  could  keep  his  temper  better 
ftudy,  with  a  view  to  give  Iebtures  than  he  always  did  on  fuch  occa- 
in  oratory  to  young  gentlemen  in-  lions.  I  have  known  him  frequently 
tended  for  the  bar  or  the  pulpit,  very  warmly  engaged  for  hours  to- 
On  this  occalion  he  wrote  to  Mr.  gether,  but  never  could  obferve  one 
Hume,  informed  him  of  his  plan,  angry  word  to  fall  from  him. 
and  requefted  his  affiftance  in  the  Whatever  his  antagonift  might  fay, 


profecution  of  it.  But  Mr*/  Hume 
doubting  the  probability  of  its  fuc- 
cefs,  he  abandoned  the  project ; 
and  then,  for  the  flrit  time,  adopted 
the  decided  intention  of  going  into 


he  always  kept  his  temper.  4  Sem- 
4  per  paratus  ct  refellere  line  perti- 
4  nacia,  et  refelli  fineiracundia.’  He 
was,  however,  extremely  fenlible  to 
what  he  thought  ill  ufage,  and 


the  church  of  Scotland.  After  ap-  equally  fo  whether  it  regarded  hirm 

4  felf 
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felf  or  his  friends.  But  his  refent- 
ment  was  always  confined  to  a  few 
fatiricai  verfes,  which  were  gene¬ 
rally  burnt  foon  after.” 

u  The  late  Mr.  Spence  (the  editor 
of  the  quarto  edition  of  his  poems) 
frequently  urged  him  to  write  a 
tragedy  ;  and  allured  him  that  he 
had  intereil  enough  with  Mr.  Gar¬ 
rick  to  get  it  aded.  Various  fub- 
jeds  were  propofed  to  him,  feveral 
of  which  he  approved  of,  yet  he 
never  could  be  prevailed  on  to  be¬ 
gin  any  thing  of  that  kind.  It  may 
leem  remarkable,  but  as  far  as  I 
know,  it  was  invariably  the  cafe, 
that  he  never  could  think  or  write 
on  any  fubjed  propofed  to  him  by 
aapther. 

“  I  have  frequently  admired  with 
what  readinefs  and  rapidity  he  could 
fometimes  make  X'erfes.  I  have 
known  him  didate  from  thirty  to 
forty  verfes,  and  by  no  means  bad 
ones,  as  faft  as  I  could  write  them ; 
but  the  moment  he  was  at  a  lofs  for 
a  j*hime  or  a  verfe  to  his  liking,  he 
lfopt  altogether,  and  could  very 
feldom  be  induced  to  finifh  what  he 
had  begun  with  fo  much  ardour.” 

“  This  account  fufficientiy  marks 
that  eager  fenfibility,  chafcened  at 
the  fame  time  with  uncommon  gen- 
tlenefs  of  temper,  which  charac- 
terifed  Dr.  Blacklock,  and  which 
indeed  it  was  impotlibie  to  be  at  all 
in  his  company  without  perceiving. 
In  the  fcience  of  mind,  this  is  that 
divifion  of  it  which  perhaps  one 
would  peculiarly  appropriate  to 
poetry,  at  lead:  to  all  thofe  lighter  fpe- 
cies  which  rather  depend  on  quick- 
nefs  of  feeling,  and  the  ready  con¬ 
ception  of  pleafing  images,  than  on 
the  happy  arrangement  of  parts,  or 
the  fkilful  conftrudion  of  a  whole, 
which  are  eiTential  to  the  higher 
departments  of  the  poetical  arts, 
The  firft  kind  of  talent  is  like  thofe 
warm  and  light  foils  which  produce 


their  annual  crops  in  fuch  abun¬ 
dance  ;  the  lad,  like  that  deeper  and 
firmer  mould  on  which  the  roots  of 
eternal  foreds  are  fixed.  Of  the  fird 
we  have  feen  many  happy  indances 
inthatfex  which  is  fuppofed  lefs  ca¬ 
pable  of  dudy  or  thought ;  from  the 
lad  is  drawn  that  mafcuiine  fubli- 
mity  of  genius  which  could  build  an 
Iliad,  or  a  Paradife  Lod. 

“  All  thofe  who  ever  acted  as  his 
amanuenfes,  agree  in  this  rapidity 
and  ardour  of  compofition  which 
Mr.  Jamefon  afcribes  to  him  in  the 
account  I  have  copied  above.  He 
never  could  di-date  till  he  dood  up ; 
and  as  Ins  blindnefs  made  walking 
about  without  adidance  inconve¬ 
nient  or  dangerous  to  him,  hes  fell 
infenfibly  into  a  vibratory  fort  of 
motion  of  his  body,  which  increafed 
as  he  warmed  with  his  fubjed,  and 
was  pleafed  with  the  conceptions  of 
his  mind.  This  motion  at  lad  be¬ 
came  habitual  to  him,  and  though 
he  could  fometimes  re  drain  it  when 
on  ceremony,  or  in  any  public  ap¬ 
pearance,  fuch  as  preaching,  he  felt 
a  certain  uneafinefs  from  the  eifort, 
and  always  returned  to  it  when  he 
could  indulge  it  without  impropri¬ 
ety,  This  is  the  appearance  which 
he  aefcribes  in  the  ludicrous  pidure 
he  has  drawn  of  himfelf.  Of  this 
portrait  the  outlines  are  true,  though 
the  general  effed  is  overcharged. 
His  features  were  hurt  by  the  dijf- 
eafe  which  deprived  him  of  fight ; 
yet  even  with  thofe  difadvantages, 
there  was  a  certain  placid  expreffion 
in  his  pbyhognomy  which  marked 
the  benevolence  of  -his  mind,  and 
was  extremely  calculated  to  procure 
him  attachment  and  regard. 

In  i  762  he  married  mifs  Sarah 
Johndon,'  daughter  of  Mr.  Jofeph 
Johnflon,  furgeon.  in  Dumfries,  a 
man  of  eminence  in  his  profeffion, 
and  of  a  charader  highly  refpeded  ; 
a  connection  which  formed  the  great 
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folace  and  bl  effing  of  his  future 
life,  and  gave  him,  withal!  the  ten¬ 
der  nefs  of  a  wife,  all  the  zealous 
care  of  a  guardian  and  a  friend. 
This  event  took  place  a  few  days 
before  his  being  ordained  minifter 
of  the  town  and  parifh  of  Kircud¬ 
bright,  in  confequence  of  a  prefen- 
tation  from  the  crown,  obtained 
for  him  by  the  earl  of  Selkirk,  a 
benevolent  nobleman,  whom  Mr. 
Biacklock’s  fituation  and  genius 
bad  into  relied  in  his  behalf.  But 
the  inhabitants  of  the  parifh,  whe¬ 
ther  from  that  violent  averfion  to 
patronage ,  which  was  then  fo  uni- 
verfal  in  the  fouthern  parts  of  Scot¬ 
land,  from  fome  political  difputes 
which  at  that  time  fubfiftcd  between 
them  and  his  noblp  patron,  or  from 
thofe  prejudices  which  fome  of 
them  might  tiaturally  enough  enter¬ 
tain  agaihft  a  pallor  deprived  of 
fight,  or  perhaps  from  all  thofe  can  fes 
united,  were  fo  extremely  difin- 
clined  to  receive  him  as  their  mi- 
niffer,  that  after  a  legal  dil'pute  of 
nearly  two  years,  it  was  thought  ex¬ 
pedient  by  his  friends,  a?  it  had  alr 
ways  been  wifhed  by  himfelf,  to 
qompromife  the  matter,  by  refign- 
ing  his  right  to  the  living,  and  ac¬ 
cepting  a  moderate  annuity  in  its 
fleadw  With  this  (lender  provifion 
be  removed  in  1 764  to  Edinburgh  ; 
and  to  make  up  by  his  induftry  a 
'more  comfortable  and  decent  fub- 
fiffence,  he  adopted  tbs  plan  of  re¬ 
ceiving  a  certain  number  of  young 
gentlemen,  as  boarders,  into  his 
h-oufe,  whofe  ftr.dies  in  languages 
and  philofophy,  he  might,  if  necef- 
far.y,  affift.  In  this  fituation  he 
continued  till  the  year  1787,  when 
lie  found  his  time  of  life  and  ftate 
of  health  required  a  degree  of  quiet 
and  repofe  which  induced  him  to 
difcontimie  the  receiving  of  board¬ 
ers.  In  176.7  the  degree  of  debtor 
w  .'divinity  .was  conferred  on  him 


by  the  univerfity  and  Marifchal  col? 
lege  of  Aberdeen.  :  •  • 

44  In  the  occupation  which  he  thus 
exercifed  for  fo  many  .years,  of  his 
life,  no  teacher  was  ever  more  agree¬ 
able  to  his  pupils, .  nor  mailer  of  a 
family  to  its  inmates,  than  Dr. 
Blacklock.  The  gentlenefs .of  Jiis 
manners,  the  benignity  of  his  dif-  j 
petition,  and  that  warm  intereft  in  | 
the  happinefs  of  others  which  led 1 
him  fo  conllantly  to  promote  it, 
were  qualities  that  could  not  fail 
to  procure  him  -the  love  and  regar4 
of  the  young  people  committed  to 
his  charge ;  while  the  fociety,  • 
which  ellcem  and  refpebl  for  bis 
character  and  his  genius  often  af- 
fembled  at  his  houfe,  afforded  them  j 
an  advantage  rarely  to  be  found  in 
eftablifhments  of  a  fimilar  kind. 
The  writer  of  this  account  has  fre¬ 
quently  beenawitnefs  of  the  family  r 
feene  at  Dr.  Biacklock’s ;  has  feen  * 
the  good  man  amidff  the  circle  of 
his  young  friends,  eager  to  do  him  j 
all  the  little  offices  of  kindnefs 
which  he  feerned  fo  much  to  merit 
and  to  feel.  In  this  fociety  he 
appeared  entirely  to  forget  the  pri7 
vation  of  fight,  and  the  melancholy 
which,  at  other  times,  it  might  pro¬ 
duce.  He  entered,  with  the  chear* 
ful  playfulnefs  of  a  yotjng  man, 
into  all  the  uprightly  narrative,  the 
fportful  fancy,  the  humorous  jeft 
that  rofe  arounfd  him.  ft  was  a 
fight  highly  gratifying  to  philan¬ 
thropy,  to  fee  how  much  a  mind 
endowed  with  knowledge,  kindjed 
by  genius,  and  above  all.  lighted  up 
with  innocence  and  pie*y,  like 
Biacklock’s,  could  overcome  the 
weight  of  its  own  calamity,  and 
enjoy  the  content,  the  happinefs, 
and  the  gaiety  of  others.  Several 
of  thofe  inmates  of  Dr.  Blacklock’s 
houfe  retained,  in  future  life,  all  the 
warmth  of  that  im predion  which 
his  friend fffip  at  this  early  period 
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had  made  upon  them ;  and  in  va¬ 
rious  quarters  of  the  world  he  had 
friends  and  correfpondents  from 
whom  no  length  of  time  or  diftance 
of  place  had  ever  eftranged  him. 

-  “  Mufic,  which  to  the  feeling  and 
the  penfive,  in  whatever  fituation, 
is  a  fource  of  extreme  delight,  but 
which  to  the  blind  muft  be  creative, 
as  it  were,  of  idea  and  of  fentiment, 
he  enjoyed  highly,  and  was  himfelf 
a  tolerable  performer  on  feveral  in- 
ftruments,  particularly  on  the  flute. 
He  generally  carried  in  his  p&cket 
a  fmall  flageolet,  on  which  he 
played  his  favourite  tunes;  and 
was  not  difpleafed,  when  afked  in 
company  to  play  or  to  fing  them  ; 
a  natural  feeling  for  a  blind  man, 
who  thus  adds  a  fcene  to  the  drama 
of  his  fociety, 

“  Of  the  happinefs  of  others,  how¬ 
ever,  we  are  incompetent  judges. 
Companionfhipand  fympathy  bring 
forth  thofe  gay  Colours  of  mirth  and 
chearfulnefs  which  they  put  on  for 
a  while,  to  cover  perhaps  that  fad- 
nefs  which  we  have  no  opportunity 
of  witnefling.  Of  a  blind  man’s 
condition  w.Qtare  particularly  liable 
t d  foam  awmiftaken  eftimate  ;  we 
give  himrcredit  for  all  thofe  gleams 
qffdelight  which  fociety  affords  him, 
without  placing  to  their  full  account 
thofe  dreary  moments  of  darkfome 
foiitude  to  which  the  fulpenhon  of 
that  fociety  condemns  him.  Dr. 
Blacklock  had  from  nature  a  con¬ 
stitution  delicate  and  nervous,  and 
hist  mind,  as  is  almoft  always  the 
cafe,  was  in  a  great  degree  fubjecft 
to  the  indifpofition  of  his  body. 
He  frequently  complained  of  a  low- 
fid's  and  deprefflon  of  fpirits,  which 
neither  the  attentions  of  his  friends, 
nor  the  unceafing  care  of  a  moft 
affectionate  wife,  were  able  entirely 
to  remove.  The  imagination  we 
are  fo  apt  to  envy  and  admire 
ferves  but  to  irritate  this  disorder 
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of  the  mind ;  and  that  fancy  in 
whole,  creation  we  fo  much  delight, 
can  draw,  from  fources  unknown 
to  common  men,  fubjeCts  of  difguft, 
difquietu.de,  and  afliiCtion.  Some 
of  his  later  poems,  now  firft  pub- 
lifhed,  exprefs  a  chagrin,  though 
not  of  an  ungentle  fort,  at  the  fup- 
pofed  failure  of  his  imaginative 
powers,  or  at  the  falUdioufnefs  of 
modern  times,  which  he  defpaired 
to  pleafe. 

Such  were  his  efforts,  fuch  his  chid  reward. 
Whom  once  thy  partial  tongue  pronounc’d 
a  bard ; 

Excurfive,  on  the  gentle  gales  of  fpriog. 

He  rov’d,  wh^lft  favour  imp’d  his  timid 
wing ;  / 

Exhaufted  genius  now  no  more  infpires. 
But  mourns  ?/bortive  hopes,  and  faded  fires; 
The  fhort-jiv’d  wreath,  which  once  his 
temples  grac’d, 

Fades  at  the  ficldy  breath  offqu  earn  iff  tafle; 
Whilft  darker  days  Ills  fainting  flames 
immure 

In  chearlds  gloom,  and  winter  premature, 

u  Thefe  lines  are,  however,  no 
proof  of i  exhaufled  genius,’  ‘  or  fan¬ 
cied  fires.’  ‘  Abortive  hopes,’  itir 
deed,  muft  be  the  lot  of  all  who 
reach  that  period  of  life  at  whicfy 
they  were  written.  In  early' youth 
the  heart  of  every  one  is  a  poet ;  it 
creates  a  fcene  of  imagined  happi¬ 
nefs  and  delufive  hopes ;  it  clofhes 
the  world  in  the  bright  colours  of 
its  own  fancy;  it  refines  what  If 
coarfe,  it  exalts  what  is  mean;  it 
fees  nothing  but  difinterefted nefs  in 
friendihip  ;  it  promifes  eternal  fide¬ 
lity  in  love.  E  ven  on  the  dift relies 
of  its  fituation  it  can  throw  a  cer¬ 
tain  romantic  fhade  of  melancholy 
that  leaves  a  man  fad,  but  does  not 
make  him  unhappy.  But  at  a  more 
advanced  age,  4  the  fairy  vifions 
fade,’  and  he  fuffers  moft  deeply 
who. has  indulged  them  the  moft. 

“  One  diftrefs  dotftor  Blacklock 
was  at  this  time  firft  affii&ed  with, 
of  which  every  one  will  allow  tee 

force. 
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force.  He  was  occafionally  fubjedt 
to  deafnefs,  which,  though  he  fel- 
dom  felt  it  in  any  great  degree,  was 
fufficient,  in  his  Atuation,  to 'whom 
the  fe'nfe  of  hearing  was  almoft  the 
only  channel  of  communication 
with  the  external  world,  to  caufe 
very  lively  uneannefs.  Amidfl 
thefe  indifpofitions  of  body,  how¬ 
ever,  and  difquietudes  of  mind,  the 
gentlenefs  of  his  temper  never  for¬ 
th  ok  him,  and  he  felt  all  that  reflg- 
nation  and  confidence  in  the  fu- 
pieme  Being  which  his  earliefl:  and 


his  lateft  life  equally  acknowledged. 
In  fummer  1791  he  was  feized  with  j 
a  feveriili  diforder,  which  at  fir  ft 
feeemed  of  a  flight,  and  never  rofe 
to  a  very  violent  kind ;  but  a  frame 
fo  little  robuft  as  his,  was  not  able 
to  refit  it,  and  after  about  a  week’s 
illnefs  it  carried  him  off  on  the  7th  : 
day  of  July  1791.  His  wife  fun-  . 
vives  him,  to  feel,  amidfl:  the  heavy 
afflidlion  of  his  lofs,  that  melan¬ 
choly  confolation  which  is  derived 
from  the  remembrance  of  his 
virtues/’ 
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[Extracted  from  Testimonies  to  the  Genius  and  Memory  of  that 
Artist,  by  the  Author  of  Imperfect  Hints  towards  a  New  Edition  of 
Shakspeare.]  1  ■/  , 


HPHIS  diflinguifbed  ornament 
of  the  Engiifh  nation  was 
born  at  Plympton,  a  fmaii  town  in 
Devonfnire,  July  16,  1723.  His  fa¬ 
ther  kept  a  grammar-fchcol  there, 
and  was  beloved  and  re fp ceded  for 
his  learning,  variety  of  knowledge, 
and  philanthropy.  Fie  had  a  very 
numeHms  family,  which  though  a 
heavy  tax  on  his  (lender  income, 
never  dec  re  lied  his  fpirits;  he  was 
ahiduous  in  the  cultivation  of  the 
minds  of  his  children,  among  whom 
his  fon  fofnua  flione  confpicuous, 
flffepyefing  a  happv  knowledge  of 
his  author,  a  genius  for  writing,  and 
a  natural  propenfty  for  drawing, 
much  applauded  by  his  friends  and 
intimates.  Emulation  was  a  difdn- 
gvifhed  feature  in  the  mind  of 
young  Reynolds :  this  his  lather  per¬ 
ceived  with  the  delight  natural  to  a 
parent;  but  having  no  better  prof- 
pect  in  view,  intended  him  for  the 
church,  and  fent  him  to  one  of 
our  uni  verb  ties. 

“  Soon  after  this  period  he  grew 


paffionately  fond  of  painting;  but 
he  did  not  determine  on  this  life  as  j 
a  profeffion,  till  he  met  with  Jona-  jj 
than  Richardfon’s  44  Theory  of 
Pain/ms',”  which  conveyed  to  his  j 
tender  mind  that  genial  influence 
neceflary  to  awaken  and  call  forth 
the  dormant  feeds  of  infpiration. 

f4  At  his  own  particular  requefl, 
therefore^  he  was  fent  to  London, 
and  became  a  pupil  (about.the  year 
1 742)  to  the  late  Mr.  Hudfon,  who, 
though  not  himfelf  eminent  as  a 
painter,  produced  forne  good  maf- 
ters,  the  principal  of  whom  was 
undoubtedly  fir  Jofliua  Reynolds. 

I  do  not  doubt  but  Mr.  Hudloms 
young  pupil  frequently  contem¬ 
plated  the  advice  of  his  favourite 
Richardfon,  who  obferves,  44  That, 
as  the  profeffion  is  honourable,  a 
painter  fnould  render  himlelf  wor¬ 
thy  of  it  by  excelling  in.  it,  and  by 
avoiding  all  low  and  fordid  actions 
and  converfation,  all  bafe  and  cri¬ 
minal  paffions  ;  his  bufinels  is  to 
exprefs  great  and  noble  fentiments ; 

let 
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let  him  make  them  familiar  to  him 
and  his  own,  and  form  himfelf  as 
bright  a  charadler  as  any  he  can 
draw.  His  art  is  of  a  vafl  extent, 
and  he  flands  in  need  of  all  the  time, 
and  all  the  vigour  of  body  and  mind, 
allowed  to  human  nature  ;  hefhould 
take  care  to  hufband  and  improve 
thefe,  as  much  as  poflible,  by  pru¬ 
dence  and  virtue.  The  way  to  be 
an  excellent  painter,  is  to  be  an  ex¬ 
cellent  man  :  and  thefe  united  make 
a  charadter  that  would  fhine  even 
in  a  better  world  than  this.” 

“  Soon  after  Mr.  Reynolds  had 
left  Mr.  Hudfon,  which  was  about 
the  year  1749,  he  went  to  Italy, 
under  the  aufpices,  and  in  the  com¬ 
pany  of  the  late  lord  (then  com¬ 
modore)  Keppel,  who  was  going  to 
take  the  command  in  the  Mediter¬ 
ranean.  In  this  garden  of  the  world, 
this  magic  feat  of  the  arts,  he  failed 
not  to  vilit'  the  fchools  of  the  great 
mailers,  and  to  fludy  their  produc¬ 
tions  with  the  moll  ardent  zeal. 
Here  he  contemplated  with  untired 
attention  the  various  beauties  which 
jharked  the  manner  of  different 
Rafters  and  different  ages.  He  look¬ 
ed  for  truth,  talle,  and  beauty,  at 
the  fountain  head  ;  it  was  with  no 
common  eye  that  he  beheld  the 
produflions  of  the  great  artifb.  His 
labour  here  (as  Mr.  Cumberland 
obferves  of-  Juan  B.  Juanes,  the 
painter  of  Valencia,)  was  the  labour 
of  love,  not  the  talk  of  the  hireling. 
His  relidence  at  Rome  was  the 
fummit  of  his  felicity.  Mr.  Mafon, 
in  his  Englifh  Garden,  glances  at 
this  in  thefe  exquifite  lines : 

... — - - - -  feel  ye  there 

"What  Reynolds  Vlt,  when  fh-fl  the  Vatican 
Vnbarred  her  gates,  and  to  his  raptur’d 
eye 

Gave  all  the  god-like  energy  that  flow’d 
From  Michael’s  pencil.  Feel  what  Garrick 
felt. 

When  firft  he  breath’d  the  foul  of  Sbak- 
fpeur’s  page.” 

On  this  fpot,  was,  no  doubt,  kindled 
fhat  enthufiafm  for  the  genius  of 

•  \  ^ 


Michael  Angelo  which  accompa¬ 
nied  fir  Joihua  through  life.  4  The 
effedl  of  the  capital  works  of  Mi¬ 
chael  Angelo,’  fays  lir  Jofhua,  in 
one  of  his  Difcourfes,  4  perfectly 
corresponds  to  what  Bouchardon 
faid  he  felt  from  reading  Homer  : 
his  whole  frame  appeared  to  him  to 
be  enlarged  ;  and  all  nature  which 
furrounded  him  diminiihed  toatoms.' 
And  he  concludes  his  laft  Difcourfe 
to  the  Students  of  the  Academy, 
which  he  delivered  about  a  year  be¬ 
fore  his  death,  with  dwelling  on  the 
name  of  Michael  Angelo.’ 

“  From  hr  Jofhua’sclaffic  talle  we 
may  prefume,  that,  during  his  refi- 
denCein  Italy,  the  fame  glow  of  mind 
accompanied  him  as  infpired  Pope 
to  didlate  thefe  lines  to  Jervas  : 

“  Together  o’er  the  Alps  methinks  we 

fl  y-  j 

Fir’d  with  ideas  of  fair  Italy  ; 

With  thee  on  Raphael’s  monument  I 
mourn, 

Or  wait  infpiring  dreams  at  Maro’s  urn  ; 
V/ifh  thee  repol’e  where  Tuliy  once  was 
laid, 

Or  feek  fome  ruin’s  formidable  fhade.” 

44  Perhaps  fir  jofhua  had  read 
Lord  Lyttelton’s  Epillle  to  Mr. 
Pope*  written  when  returning  from 
Virgil’s  tomb.  And  we  may  alfo 
prefume  that, '  during  this  his  refi- 
dence  in  Italy,  his  mind  was  in  the 
habit  of  contemplating  what  he  fo 
well  expreffes  in  a  difcourfe  deliver¬ 
ed  by  himto  the  fru dents  in  Decem¬ 
ber,  1784;  for  he  there  fays,  4  The 
habit  of  contemplating  and  brood¬ 
ing^  over  the  ideas  of  great  geniufes, 
till  you  find  yourfeif  warmed  by 
the  contact,  is  the  true  method  of 
forming  an  artifl’s  like  mind  ;  it  is 
impoffible,  in  the  prefence  of  thofe 
great  men,  to  think  or  to  invent, 
in  a  mean  manner  ;  a  flate  of  mind 
is  acquired  that  is  difpofed  to  re¬ 
ceive  thofe  ideas  only  which  relifh 
of  grandeur  and  fimplicity.’ 

44  Having  remained  about  two 
years  in  Italy  (where  he  cultivated, 

with 
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with  great  attention,  the  Italian 
language),  he  returned,  in  the 
year  1752,  improved  by  travel,  and 
refined  by  education,  to  England. 
The  firft  thing  that  diflinguifhed 
him  after  his  return  to  his  native 
country,  was  a  whole  length  por¬ 
trait  of  his  patron  commodore 
Keppel  (well  known  by  the  print 
engraved  by  Fiflier),  which  was 
fpoken  of  in  the  polite  circles  in 
the  higheft  ft  rain  of  encomium. 
This  telfified  to  what  a  degree  of 
elegance  he  had  arrived  in  his  pro- 
feffion.  This  was  followed  by 
lord  Edgecombe's  portrait  (who 
was  a  liberal  patron  to  young  Rey¬ 
nolds,  and  by  a  few  others,  which 
introduced  him  at  once  into  the 
hr  it  bufmefs  in  portrait-painting, 
fo  which  he  particularly  applied 
himfelf,  and  which  eitablifhed  his 
fame,  in  this  line,  with  all  defcrip- 
tions  of  refined  fociety  ;  and  hav¬ 
ing  painted  feme  of  the  firft-rate 
beauties,  the  polite  world  Rocked 
to  fee  the  graces  and  the  charms  of 
his  pencil,  and  he  foon  became  the 
moft.falhionable  painter,  not  only 
in  England,  but  in  all  Europe. 

u  In  one  of  fir  Jofhua’s  difeour- 
fes  we  fee  how  truly  he  conceives 
the  philofophy  of  portraits;  for  he 
thus  writes ;  *  X)u  Piles  recom¬ 

mends,  to  us  portrait-painters,  to 
add  grace  and  dignity  to  the  cha¬ 
racters  of  thofe  whole  pictures  we 
draw :  fo  far  he  is  undoubtedly 
right ;  but,  unluckily,  he  defcends 
to  particulars,  and  gives  his  own 
Idea  of  grace  and  dignity: — 4  If 
(fays  he)  you  draw  perfons  of  high 
character  and  dignity,  they  011  oht 
to  be  drawn  in  fuch  an  attitude,  that 
the  portraits  mull  feern  to  fpeak 
to  us  of  themfelves,  and,  as  it  were, 
to  fay  to  us — Stop,  take  notice  of 
me,  1  am  that  invincible  king,  fur- 
rounded  with  majefty  ;  I  am  that 
valiant -commander  who  ftruck  ter¬ 
ror  every  where  :  I  am  that  great 


miniftcr  who  knew  all  the  firings 
of  politics ;  I  am  that  rnagifirate 
of  confummate  wifdom  and  pro¬ 
bity — ’  He  goes  on  in  this  manner 
with  all  the  characters  he  can  think . 
on.  We  may  contra  ft  the.  tumour 
of  this  prefumptuous  ioftinefs  with 
the  natural  unaffected  air  of  the 
portraits  of  Titian,  where  dignity, 
feemjng  to  be  natural  and  inherent,  \ 
draws  fpontaneous  reverence,  and,  j 
inflead  of  being  thus  Vainly  affirmed, 
has  the  appearance  of  an  unalien¬ 
able  adjunCt ;  whereas  fuch  pomr 
pons  and  laboured  infoience  of 
grandeur  is  fo  far  from  creating  re-  ■ 
fpeCt,  that  it  betrays  vulgarity  and 
meanefs,  and  new-acquired  confe- 
quencef 

“  By  contemplating  the  por¬ 
traits  of  the  great  mailers,  and  with 
a  mind  capable  of  ilhlftrating  their 
beauties,  he  formed  a  manner  of 
portrait-painting  almolt  peculiar  to 
himfelf,  partaking,  in  forrie  degree, 
of  their  feveral  excellencies.  His 
portraits  poffefs  a  degree  of  merit 
fuperior  to  being  mere  portraits ; 
they  imbibe  the  dignity  ofhiftory, 

u  Mr.  Walpole,  fpeaking  or  Vam- 
dyck,  fays,  4  I  can  forgive  him 
any  infipid  portraits  of,  perhaps, 
infipid  people,  when  he  fhewed 
himfelf  capable  of  conceiving  and 
tran (mitting  the  idea  of  the  greatefb 

o  O  #  j 

man  cf  the  age.’  And,  fpeaking 
of  Kneller,  the  fame  elegant  writer 
obferves,  -  We,  however,  who  lee 
king  William,  the  czar  Peter, 
Marlborough,  Newton,  Dryden, 
Godolphin,  Somers,  the  dutchefs 
of  Grafton,  lady  Ranelagh,  and 
lo  many  ornaments  of  an  illuftrious 
age,  tranfmitted  to  us  by  Kneller’s 
pencil,  mu  ft  not  regret  that  his 
talent  was  confined  to  portraits, 
Perhaps  the  treafure  is  greater  than 
if  he  had  decorated  the  chambers 
of  Hampton -court  with  the  wars  of 
./Eneas,  or  the  enchanted  palace  of 
Armida ;  and,  when  one  confiders 

how 
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iow  feldom  gfeat  mailers  are  wor- 
hily  employed,  it  is  better  to  have 
eal  portraits  than  Madonas  with 
>ut  end.’ 

44  The  above  remarks*  will  apply 
:o  fir  Jofhua  Reynolds;  he  has  pre¬ 
served  the  native  femblanoe  cf  fo 
nany  illuflrious  characters,  of  fo 
nahy  ornaments  of  the  age  he  lived 
“n,  whether  diftinguilhed  for  their 
virtues,  their  beauty,  their  genius, 
or  their  literary  attainments,  that 
we  lefs  regret  the  few  great  hifiori- 
cal  paintings  which  fir  Jofhua’s 
pencil  has  given  us. 

44  Had  fir  Jofhua  Reynolds  made 
hiftorical  fubjeCts  his  fiudy,  there  is 
no  doubt  but  he  would  have  ex¬ 
celled  equally  as  in  portraits.  This 
is  eafilv  perceivable  from  the  fpe- 
cimens  he  has  at  intervals  pro¬ 
duced  ; 

*•  The  pregnant  carivafs  his  creation  caught, 
And  drank  his  rich  exuberance  of  thought.’ 

44  Had  the  rage  for  hiftorical 
painting,  thirty  years  ago,  been 
as  great  as  at  the  prefent  day,  there 
cannot  be  a  doubt  but  that  fir 
Jofhua  would  have  left  behind  him 
a  treafure  indeed  ! 

44  It  has  been  the  good  fortune  of 
this  great  artift  to  have  his  works 
Angularly  well  engraved.  Perhaps 
no  painter’s  works  were  ever  better 
engraved.  When  we  view  the  en¬ 
gravings  of  M’Ardell,  Fifher,  Wat- 
fon,  D’ean,  Valentine  Green,  j.  R. 
Smith,  Hodges,  and  the  exquifite 
engraving  of  Hayward  and  of  j  ones, 
we  cannot  but  feel  a  fatis  faction  that 
the  genius  and  fancy  of  fir  jofliua 
Reynolds  will  delight  ages  yet  un¬ 
born,  and  will  be  conveyed  to  fu¬ 
ture  times  with  truth  and  juftnefs 
by  the  difperfion  of  capital  engrav 
ings:  44  The  moil  fecure  depofi- 
tory,”  as  fir  Robert  Strange  ob¬ 
serves,  44  for  after-ages,  of  whatever 
is  truly  great,  elegant,  or  beautiful.” 
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The  engravings  of  fir  Jofhua’s  Muf- 
cipula ,  by  Jones,  almoft  fupplies 
the  want  of  colouring. 

44  In  the  exhibition  of  the  Society 
for  promoting  painting  and  defign, 
in  Liverpool,  in  the  year  1784,,  is 
44  A  Landscape,  being  a  view  on 
the  Thames  from  Richmond,  paint¬ 
ed  by  fir  jofhua  Reynolds.”  This 
is  perhaps  the  only  landfcape  he 
ever  painted,  except  thofe  chafte 
and  beautiful  ones  which  compofe 
the  back  grounds  of  many  of  his 
portraits.  Might  not  a  feleAion  be 
made  from  thefe  landfcapes,  and 
eno-raved  ? 

44  One  of  the  largefl  compofitions 
of  portraits  that  fir  jofhua  ever 
painted,  is  the  Family  Piece  at  Blen¬ 
heim. 

44  In  grouping  and  defigning  chil¬ 
dren,  and  in  picturing  the  inno¬ 
cence  of  youth  and  childhood,  fir 
J  ofliua  Reynolds  had  no  equal.  The 
infantine  timplicity  and  naturalriefs 
of  the  little  girl  with  a  dog  in  her 
arms,  fording  a  brook,  would  alone 
eftablifh  his  fame  in  this  line,  if  irani- 
berlefs  other  infiances  might  not 
eafily  be  felected  from  his  works. 

44  Few  painters  have  given  us  more 
ideas  of  the  dignity  of  the  human 
character  than  fir  Jofhua  Reynolds- 
— indeed  he  -lived  to  an  advanced 
age  ;  Rafaelle  died  at  the  premature 
a?e  of  52,  and  ParmeUano  at  the 
aue  of  56;  and  many  of  the  great 
mafiers  died  at  an  early  period. 
His  portraits  are  of  incompara¬ 
ble  firaiiitude;  his  attitudes  moft 
graceful,  fpirited,  and  lively.  Many 
of  his  portraits  of  females  exhi¬ 
bit  truly  the  human  face  divine. 
In  Purveying  his  work?-,  what  mo¬ 
dels  of  elegance  has  the  clafiic  cha- 
ftity  of  his  pencil  given  us!  what 
paffions  !'  what  ideas !  Many  of  his 
works  are  very  great  in  conception, 
rich  in  coluring,  and  wonderful  in 
effect.  I  am  ferry  to  obferver  how¬ 
ever* 
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ever,  that  his  colours  in  His  earlier 
works,  have  failed  deplorably;  his 
latter  works  are  certainly  more  fe- 
cure  and  liable.  Some  one  obferves, 

4  That,  while  his  living  admirers 
contemplate,  with  aftonifhment,  the 
lucid  transparency  of  his  colouring, 
pofterity  will  be  confined  to  the 
admiration  of  his  unequalled  grace 
in  the  difpofition  of  his  objedts.’ 

“  In  February,  1764,  Mr.  Rey¬ 
nolds  had  the  merit  of  being  the 
iirfc  promoter  of  that  club  which 
long  exifted  without  a  name,  but, 
at  Mr.  Garrick’s  funeral,  became 
diflinguithed  by  the  title  of  The 
Literary  Club.  Dr.  Johnfon,  or 
fome  bne  of  their  company,  called 
fir  Jofhua  their  Romulus.  They 
met  at  the  Turk’s  Head,  in  Gerard- 
llreet,  Soho,  one  evening  in  every 
week,  at  feven.  Of  this  highly  re- 
fpedlable  fociety,  the  original  mem¬ 
bers  were,  Mr.  Edmund  Burke, 
Mr.  Samuel  Johnfon,  Oliver  Gold- 
fmith,  Mr.  Tqpham  Beauclerk, 
Mr.  Bennet  Langton,  Mr.  Anthony 
Chamier,  Dr.  Nugent,  Mr.  Haw¬ 
kins,  and  Mr.  Reynolds. 

u  In  the  year  1766,  Mr.  John 
Gwvn,  an  ingenious  writer,  in  his 
u  London  and  Weftminfter  Im¬ 
proved,”  thus  fpeaks  of  the  date 
of  arts  and  artifts  in  this  kingdom, 
which  I  here  inlert,  from  its  partly 
fhewing  one  the  fteps  that  R'd  to 
the  founding  the  prefent  Royal 
Academy  of  Arts  at  Somerset 
Houfe : 

44  Sir  Peter  Lely  and  fir  Godfrey 
Kneller  kept  up  the  national  palhon 
with  great  fuccefs;  and  lome  pub-\ 
lie  works,  which  required  decora¬ 
tions,  gave  opportunity  to  fir  James 
Thornhill  and  others  to  fhew  that 
htiftorical  painting,  if  properly  en¬ 
couraged,  was  a  field  in  which  the 
Britifh  nation  might  engage  with 
their  competitors,  not  without  ad¬ 
vantage;  but,  notwithstanding  this 
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advancement  of  the  art  of  paint¬ 
ing,  and  *the  number  of  ingenious 
profeflbrs  who  continually  advan»  ; 
ced  in  every  branch,  neither  paint¬ 
ing  nor  the  profeflbrs  of  painting  ' 
were  known,  diftinguifhed,  or  en¬ 
couraged.  The  few,  indeed,  who 
had  tafte  and  difeernment,  fought  ; 
for  theie  ingenious  men,  and  pur- 1 
chafed  their  works,  but  the  pub¬ 
lic  knew1  them  not,  nor  did  they 
kno,w  each  other :  they  had  no  fo* 
ciety  or  intercourfe  with  their  fel¬ 
low  artifts,  confequently  had  very 
little  to  fay  in  each  other's  recom¬ 
mendation  in  the  different  branches 
of  painting  ;  and  he  who  had  the 
greateft  acquaintance,  whatever 
were  his  abilities,  was  fure  to  get  i 
the  moft  money.  However,  the 
natural  good  fenfe  and  ingenuity 
of  the  Britifh  nation  continued 
f  ill  to  furnifh  very  able  mafters  ; 
and  thefe  at  length  collefted  their  i 
Mattered  and  difperfed  brethren, 
and  formed  a  little  fociety,  who, 
wifely  confidering  their  mutual  in-  i| 
tereft  by  a  voluntary  fubfeription 
among  themfeives,  eftablifhed  aii 
academy,  which  is  at  this  time 
kept  up  in  St.  Martin’s  Lane. 

“  The  eftablifhment  of  the  I 
Foundling  Hofpital,  which  was  a 
national  concern,  and  attracted  the 
notice  of  the  public  in  a  very  par¬ 
ticular  manner,  gave  an  oppor-  j 
tunity,  when  finifhed,  for  difplay- 
ing  a  feene  entirely  new  to  this  ; 
nation.  The  hofpital  was  juft  in 
its  infancy, '  and  elegant  decora-  1 
lions,  and  every  poflible  means 
that  could  allure  or  draw  the  at¬ 
tention  of  the  public  towards  its 
fupport  and  maintenance,  were 
found  neceffary  ;  but  the  expence 
of  fuch  ornaments  could  not  be 
afforded  by  a  charity  whofe  utmoft 
abilities  were  demanded  for  the 
fuccour  and  fupport  of  deferted 
perilling  infants.  In  order  to  con¬ 
tribute 
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Diite  to  the  fupport  of  this  nfeful 
iblifhment,  and  to  fhew  at  once 
t  ingenuity  and  compaflion  for 
diftreffes  of  human  nature  are 
lally  found  to  re  fide  in  the  fame 
:afl,  the  moft  confiderable  ar- 
s  in  Great  Britain  nobly  and  ge- 
oufiy  united  in  bellowing  a  great 
tuber  of  excellent  performances 
painting  and  fculpture,  which 
bellifhed  the  hofpital,  entertain- 
the  public,  and,  at  the  fame 
le,  convinced  the  world  that 
tnting  was  arrived  to  a  degree 
perfection  in  this  kingdom,  of 
lich,  until  this  era,  they  had  no 
iception.  The  governors  of  the 
fpital,  convinced  of  the  ufe  and 
aefit  which  accrued  to  the  cha- 
y  from  the  truly  valuable  dona- 
ns,  and  defirous  of  improving  a 
pnedlion  fo  very  advantageous  to 
bm,  encouraged  the  feveral  con- 
butors,  and  alfo  the  whole  body 
thofe  who  profeifed  the  polite 
ts,  to  have  an  annual  meeting  at 
2' hofpital,  on  the  fifth  of  Novem- 
r:  thefe  meetings  drew  together 
2  moil  ingenious  artiils  from 
ery  quarter,  and  at  one  of  them 
was  propofed  to  the  whole  body, 
have  an  annual  exhibition  of 
ch  performances  as  fhould  be 
dged  worthy  the  notice  of  the 
iblic. 

“  A  propofal  fo  very  advanta- 
ous  to  merit  of  every  kind,  could 
>t  fail  of  being  received  with  ap- 
aufe,  and  was  unanimcully  agreed 
.  In  confequence  of  this  refo- 
don,  application  was  made  to  the 
ciety  of  arts,  manufactures,  and 
rnmerce,  who,  taking  it  into  con- 
leration,  rightly  judged,  that  an 
hibition  of  this  nature1  could  not 
■  carried  into  execution  with  fo 
hch  propriety  as  under  their  pa- 
mage  ;  they  complied  therefore 
Jungly  with  this  requefl,  and,  in 
e  year  i  ;6o,  the  firit  exhibition 


of  the  artiils  of  Great- Britain  was 
made,  and  another  the  year  follow- 
ing;  but  as  every  member  of  the 
fociety  was  at  liberty  to  distribute 
what  number  of  tickets  for  admit¬ 
tance  he  thought  fit,  that  which 
was  intended  only  as  a  polite,  enter¬ 
taining  and  rational  amufement  for 
the  public,  became  a  fcenc  of  tumult 
and  diford er:  and  to  fuoh  a  height 
was  the  rage  of  vifiting  the  exhibi  ¬ 
tion  carried,  that,  when  the  mem¬ 
bers  themfelves  had  fatisfied  their 
own  curiofity,  the  room  was  crowd¬ 
ed,  .during  the  hours  allotted  for 
the  exhibition,  with  menial  fervants 
and  their  acquaintance.  This  pro- 
ilitulion  of  the  polite  arts  undoubt¬ 
edly  became  extremely  difagreeable 
to  the  profefiors  themfelves,  who 
heard  alike,  with  indignation,  their 
works  cenfured  or  approved  by 
kitchen-maids  and  (table-boys:  but 
the  caufe  of  the  final  reparation  (for 
this  abufe  might  have  been  reme¬ 
died)  of  the  artiils  of  Great  Britain 
from  this  fociety,  was  this :  it  had 
been  and  is  fall,  iifual  for  the  fo¬ 
ciety  to  give  premiums  for  hiitob 
rical  and  landfcape  painting;  thefe 
rewards  were  ufualjy  adjudged 
among  the  competitors  fome  little 
time  before  the  exhibition  began, 
and  as  thofe  who  gained  the  pre¬ 
miums  were  obliged  to  leave  their 
pictures  a  limited  time  with  the  fo¬ 
ciety,  they  were  of  courfe  fare  to 
be  in  the  exhibition.  The  great 
inconvenience  of  this  method  of 
proceeding  was  foon  difcovered  by 
feveral  of  the  moll  eminent  painters, 
who fe  reputations  were  already  fo 
eminently  eftablilhed  as  to  prevent 
their  becoming  candidates  for  a 
trifling  premium  ;  thefe  therefore, 
as  their  characters  were  fo  nearly 
concerned,  very  juflly  objected  fo 
the  continuation  of  this  ’cuftom, 
for  the  following  obvious  reafbn  * 
it  was  generally  known  to  at  the 
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fociety  had  determined  premiums 
for  feveral  pictures,  and  it  was  na- 
tural  enough  for  perfons.who  knew 
nothing  of  the  matter,  to  enquire, 
upon  entering  the  room,  which  of 
the  pieces  among  that  profufion  of 
art  were  thofe  which  had  obtained 
the  premium,  and,  being  fatisfied 
in  this  particular,  they  very  inno¬ 
cently  concluded,  for  want  of  bet¬ 
ter  judgment,  that  thefe  had  ob¬ 
tained  the  prize  from  all  the  reft, 
and  confequently,  were  the  heft 
pictures.  Had  it  been  polfible  to 
have  confined  this  injurious  deci- 
fion  to  the  vulgar  fpeCfators,  it 
would  have  been  a  thing  of  no 
.  confequence ;  but,  unfortunately 
-for  the  arts,  many  in  a  much  higher 
fphere  of  life  were  liable  to  be  led 
away  by  the  fame  opinion ;  and 
therefore,  as  the  fociety  would  not 
give  up  this  point,  a  feparation  en- 
fued,  and  every  fucceeding  exhibi¬ 
tion  has  been  made  at  the  room  in 
Spring-gardens.  The  prodigious 
encouragement  given  to  it,  and  the 
applaufe  bellowed  on  the  feveral 
performances,  by  perfons  of  the 
greateft  tafte  and  diftinclion,  evi¬ 
dently  fhews  what  a  prodigious  pro- 
jjrefs  has  been  made  in  the  arts,  as 
well  as  what  great  expeditions  may 
be  formed  of  what  will  probably 
be  done  by  the  concurring  incite¬ 
ments  of  applaufe  and  emulation, 
and  the  effeCts  of  fociety  and  con¬ 
cord.  The  fuccefs  of  the  exhibi¬ 
tion,  and  the  Harmony  which  fub- 
ftfted  among  the  exhibitors,  natu¬ 
rally  led  them  to  the  thoughts  of 
foliciting  an  eftablifhment,  and 
forming  themfelves  into  a  body; 
in  confequence  of  which  felicita¬ 
tion,  his  majefty  was  moft  graci- 
oully  pleated  to  grant  them  his 
royal  charter,  incorporating  them 
by  the  name  of  The  Society  of 
Artifts  of  Great  Britain ;  which 
charter  bears  date  the  26th  day  of 
January,  1765. 


“  Soon  aftrir  the  above  peri 
diffentions  and  animolities  arofe 
tween  the  artifts  (which  are  fu 
mentioned  in  Mr.  Strange's  “  i 
quiry  into  the  Rife  and  Eftabli: 
ment  of  the  Royal  Academy 
Arts;”  and,  in  the  year  1769,  hisp 
fent  majefty  was  gracioufly  pleaj 
to  found  an  academy  for  paintii 
fculpture,  and  architecture,  unc 
the  name  of  The  Royal  Acader 
of  Arts,,  and  to  appoint  Mr.  Re 
Holds  (in  confi deration  of  his  pi 
feftional  excellence)  the  prdidei 
and,  to  add  dignity  to  the  acadam 
conferred  the  honour  of  knighthor 
on  him. 

“  Sir  Jolhua  delivered  his  fij 
difeourfe  at  the  opening  of 
royal  academy,  on  January  2,  176 
“  Each  fucceeding  year,  ontl 
diftribution  of  the  prizes,  firjofhi 
delivered  a  difeourfe  to  the  ftudent 
The  laft  difeourfe  he  delivered  w, 
on  December  10,  1790. 

(t  Sir  Chriftopher  Wren  purpof 
ly  defigned  many  parts  of  St.  Paul, 
cathedral  for  the  reception  of  pain  ! 
ings,  and  left  many  blank  fpacij 
for  them.  They  are  much  wantel 
to  fill  up  that  vaft  blank  which  pel 
vades  many  parts  of  the  cathedra 
About  the  year  1770,  fir  Jofhr 
Reynolds,  and  many  others  of  or 
chief  painters,  generouflv  offered  tj 
complete  this  defign  of  fir  Chri 
ftopher’s,  in  adorning  St.  Paul; 
with  pictures,  taken  from  the  hoi; 
icriptures,  by  their  own  hands,  an; 
ar  their  own  expence;  but  this  libel 
rai  offer  was  ignorantly  refufed.b] 
Terrick,  the  then  bifhop  of  Lon 
don.  This  plan  was  anxiouih 
wiflied  for  by  Dr.  Newton,  th<! 
dean  of  St.  Paul’s,  and  afterward; 
bjfhop  of  Briftol,  w  ho  was,  throng!' 
life,  diftinguifhed  for  his  refiner, 
tafte  in  the  fine  arts.  Thus,  owing 
to  the  abfurdity  of  this  bifliop,  the 
cathedral  of  Su  Paul’s,  tb  this  day. 
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ime  exhibit,  the  moft  cold,  dreary, 
nd  defolate  appearance. 

As  a  fplendid  maufolenm  will 
oon  be  ereCted  in  this  cathedral,  to 
he  memory  of  fir  J ofhua  Reynolds, 
nd  as  many  artifts,  yet  unborn, 
nay  come  from  all  parts  to  pay 
heir  devotion  to  the  tomb  of  him 
dio  was  the  foremoft  of  the  fir  ft ; 
vould  it  not  have  heightened  the 
ttachment  of  many  artifts,  dur- 
ng  the  folemn  chaunts  of  the  choir, 
o  have  glanced  their  eye  to  a 
levout  and  mafterly  production  of 
lis  pencil  ?  The  works  of  Rubens 
idorn  the  fepulchre  where  Rubens 
epofes.  If  jhe  above  handfome 
flfer  of  fir  Jofhua’s  had  not  been 
ejedted,  probably  that  painted  win- 
low  at  New  College,  Oxford  (the 
dmiration  of  the  world),  might, 
or  ages  hence,  have  ftruck  a  de- 
out  and  reverential  awe  into  the 
>reaft  of  every  one  who  approached 
he  altar  of  St.  Paul’s*  The  whole 
ogether  would  have  reminded  one 
>f  Pope’s  inimitable  lines  on  the 
>omp  of  devotion,  and  folemn  aCts 
•f  religion,  in  the  church  at  Para- 
lete : 

*  Anriidthat  fcene,  if  fome  relenting  eye 
dance  on  the  ftone  where  thy  cold  relics 
lie,  i 

devotion’s  felf  fhall  Jteal  a  thought  from 
heaven, 

)ne  human  tear  fhall  drop,  and  be  for¬ 
given.’ 

“In  the  autumn  of  1785,  fir 
ofhua  made  a  very  pleafing  excur- 
ionto  the  Netherlands,  and  (as  did 
umbers  of  Englifh  gentlemen,  re¬ 
markable  for  their  tafte  in  the  fine 
rts)  attended  the  grand  tale  of 
iCtures  at  Bruflels.  Thefe  paint - 
lgs  were  taken  from  the  different 
lonafteries  and  religious  houfes  in 
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Flanders  and  Germany,  by  com- 
imaftd  of  the  late  emperor  Jofeph ; 
and  were  chiefly  upon  fubjeCts 
from  the  fcriptures  and  popifh  le¬ 
gends. 

“  Sir  Jofhua  Reynolds  pofiefied 
great  literary  abilities,  and  was, 
through  life,  a  very  brilliant  com¬ 
panion.  He  was  one  of  that  felect 
party  of  affociated  geniufes,  fo  ad¬ 
mirably  characterized  by  Dr.  Gold- 
fmith  in  his  Retaliation.  Sterne, 
David  Garrick,  GoMfmith,  Dr. 
Johnfen,  Mr.  Burke,  the  two  War- 
ton’s,  Dr.  Beattie,  Mr.  Mafon, 
Mr.  Malone,  all  cultivated  the  con¬ 
versation,  and  enjoyed  the  friend- 
fhip  of  fir  Joftiua  Reynolds. 

•  44  Mr.  Garrick  never  had  a 
warmer  advocate  than  fir  Joiluia 
Reynolds. 

“  The  circle  of  his  acquaintance, 
owing  to  the  celebrity  of  his  name, 
was  very  extended.  Many  illuf- 
trious  foreigners  were  perfonally 
intimate  with  firjofliua  Reynolds. 
He  was  reforted  to  by  perions  of 
the  higheft  qualify,  who  revered 
his  genius  as  much  as  they  refpeCfed 
the  excellence  of  his  private  cha¬ 
racter.  His  houfe  was  long  the  re¬ 
fort  of  excel  fence  of  every  kind; 
the  learned,  the  elegant,  the  polite, 
all  that  were  eminent  for  their 
worth,  or  diftinguifhed  by  their 
genius.  From  fuch  connections, 
.  his  mind,  rich  in  its  own  ftore, 
received  an  acceffion  of  moft:  ex- 
tenfive  knowledge,  and  an  inex- 
hauftible  treafure  for  converfation. 
He  was  rich  in  obfef  vation,  anec¬ 
dote,  and  intelligence.  . 4  X  know 
no  man,’  faid  Dr.  Johnfon,  4  who 
lias  paffed  through  life  with  more 
obfervation  than  fir  Jofhua  Rey¬ 
nolds.’  The  fenfible  and  fcien- 
tific  Richardfon  obfervess  ‘  That 
.  D.  •: ,  ’  a  paint  - 

'  '  .  .  '  *  ‘  \#\  i  '■  ■ 

f  ’  •  >  ;t ' 


[jo]-  Sketch  of  the  LIFE  of  SEr  JOSHUA  REYNOLDS, 


a  painter  fliould  frequent  the 
brGhteft  company*,  and  avoid  the 
reft:  Rafaeile  was* perpetually  con-, 
verfant  with  the  fined  geniufes, 
and  the  created  men  at  Rome;  and 

L,  J 

Rich  as  thefe  were  his  intimate 
friends.  Giulio  Romano,  Titian, 
Rubens,  Vandyck,  tec.  to  name 
no  more,  knew  well  how  to  fet  a 
value  upon  thefnielves  in  this  par¬ 
ticular.’ 

“  To  the  pen  of  fir  Tofhua  Rey¬ 
nolds,  as  well  as  to  his  pencil,  the 
tribute  of  praife  mu  ft  not  be  with¬ 
held.  The  following  works  (though  ■ 
few  in  number)  will  fhew  his  lite¬ 
rary  character  to  have  been  highly 
refpectable. 

u  Three  letters,  written  in  theyear 
1-7  59,  and  prefented  to  Dr.Johnfon, 
to  be  inferten  in  his  Idler.  They 
treat  on  the  cant  of  criticilm,  011 
Michael  Angelo,  and  on'  the  prac¬ 
tice  of  the  Italian  and  Dutch 
painters.  They  do  not  difgrace 
that  valuable  work.  Elis  venera¬ 
tion  for  Michael  Angelo  appears 
in  one  of  thefe  letters;  and  this 
veneration  mav  be  traced  through 
the  whole  feries  of  his  difcourfes 
to  the  academy.  Whenever  his 
pen  touches  on  the  learning  and 
conceptions  of  Michael  Angelo, 
he  difcovers  an  enthufiafm  of  intel¬ 
lectual  energy. 

“  In  the  year  1 782,  the  Rev.  Mr. 
Mafon  (the  author  of  that  cele¬ 
brated  work,  The  Englifh  Garden) 
published,  in  quarto,  a  tranflation 
of  Du  Frefnoy’s  Art  of  Painting; 
and. fir  Jofliua'’ s  friendfhip  for  Mr. 
Mafon  induced  him  to  enrich  this* 
edition  with  annotations.  They 
are  valuable  both  to  the  Undent  and 
connoifleur;  they  are  a  happy  qif- 
piay  of  that  nice  d  fieri  mi  nation 
which  peculiarly  marks  the  pen 
of  fir  Jofliua  Reynolds.-  To  this 


edition  is  prefixed  an  epiftle  from 
Mr.  Mafon  to  fir  jofliua,  which 
concludes  in  thefe  lines ; 

1  And  oh1  if  aught  thy  poet  can  pretend. 
Beyond  his  favourite  wifh  to  call  the£ 
friend, 

Be  it  that  here  his  tuneful  toil  lias  dreft 
The  mufe  of  Frefnoy  in  a  modern  veil; 
And,  with  what  (kill  his  fancy  could  bellow, 
Taught  the  clofcfoldsto  take  an  eafier  flow; 
Be  it,  that  here  thy  partial  fmile  approv’d 
The  pains  he  lavifh’don  the  art  he  lov’d.' 

“To  fir  Jofliua  Reynolds  (both 
in  converfation  and  in  writing) 
Shakfpeare  is  indebted  for  many  a 
beautiful  elucidation.  Some  of  them 
enrich  the  later  editions  of  thip 
poet.  The  difcourfes  to  the  ftu- 
dents  of  the  academy,  evidently 
fhew  his  attachment  to  Shakfpeare. 
He  has  been  jiften  heard,  at  various 
periods  of  his  life  (among  his  in¬ 
timate  friends),  to  apply  Cicero’s 
words  to  the  charm  attending  the 
perufal  of  the  great  dramatic  poet: 
4  Ha?c  fludia  adolefcentiam  alunf, 
feneftutem  obleblant,  fecundas  res 
ornant,  adverfis  perfugium  ac  fo- 
latium  prmbent ;  delebtant  domi, 
non  impediunt  foris,  pernobtant 
nobifeum,  peregrinantur,  ruftican- 
tur.’  A  report  was  prevalent,  a 
very  few  years  ago,  that  fir  jofliua 
meant,  in  a  great  meafure,  to  have 
declined  portrait-painting,  in  order 
to  have  dedicated  the  remainder  of 
his  days  in  contemplating  and  de- 
figning  the  feenes  of  Shakfpeare. 
Perhaps  this  might  be  the  fond  con¬ 
ceit,  or  the  indulged  hope,  of  his 
admirers;  perhaps  he  might  be 
checked,  from  his  alarming  decay 
of  fight* 

“  The  difcourfes  which  fir  Jofliua 
Reynolds  delivered  to  the  ftuaents 
of  the  royal  academy,  in  the  month 
of  December,  in  each  year  from  its 
inftitution,  are  the  works  'that 
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lefty  beftow  on  him-  the  charac- 
■  of  an  eflimable  writer.  Thefe 
bourfes  (which  were  meant  to 
imate  and  to  guide  the  ftudents 
their  future  attempts)  have  been 
pilarly  printed ;  and  fir  Jofhua’s 
Round  knowledge  in  the  art  he 
defied,  his  claffical  attainments, 

;  poliflied  mind,  all  appear  con- 
cuous  in  thefe  difcourfes.  They 
;  treafures  of  information  to  the 
dent  and  the  proficient ;  and  the 
gance  and  chaftity  of  language 
lich  pervades  them,  has  very  fel- 
m  been  equalled  by  the  mod; 
linent  of  our  writers. 

“In  the  year  1790,  fir  Jofhua 
ynolds  (probably  at  the  requeft 
the  earl  of  Aylesford)  pofTefTed 
ery  anxious  defire  to  procure  the 
:ant  profeflbrfhip  of  perfpedive 
the  academy  for  Mr.  Bonomi,  an 
lian  archited ;  and  as  Mr.  Bo¬ 
th  had  not  yet  been  eleded  an 
>ciate,  and  of  courfe  was  not  an 
demician,  it  became  a  neceffary 
3  to  raife  him  to  thofe  fituations, 
crderto  qualify  him  for  being  a 
>fefTor.  The  eledion  proceeded, 

1  Mr.  Gilpin  was  a  competitor 
the  affociatefhip  with  the  Italian 
hited.  The  numbers  on  the 
lot  proved  equal;  and  the  prefix 
it  gave  the  calling  vote  for  his 
:nd  Mr.  Bonomi,  who  was  there- 
advanced  fo  far  towards  the 
fefTorfhip.  On  the  vacancy  of 
academic  feat  by  the  death  of 
'.  Meyers,  fir  Jcfhua  Reynolds 
Tted  all  his  influence  lo  obtain 
'or  Mr,  Bonomi ;  but  a  fpirit  of 
fiance  appeared  (owing,  I  be- 
re,  to  fome  mifconception,  or  to 
3rmality  on  the  part  of  fir  Jo- 
a  in  producing  fome  drawings 
Bonomi’s),  and  Mr  Fufeli  v eer¬ 
ily  a  refped.ble  artift)\vas  eled- 
an  academician  by  a  majority  of 
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two  to  one.  The  prefident  then 
quitted  the  chair  with  great  dif- 
fatisfadion  ;  and  on  the  following 
day  (the  12th  of  February,)  fir 
Jofhua  Reynolds,  who  for  21  years 
had  filled  the  chair  of  the  royal 
academy,  with  honour  to  himfelf 
and  his  country,  fent  his  letter  of 
refignation  to  Mr.  Richards,  the 
fecretary  of  the  academy. 

i(  A  council  was  foon  after  held? 
and  the  fubjed  of  their  delibera¬ 
tions  was  the  refignation  of  fir 
Jofliua  Reynolds. 

“A  letter  from  fir  Jofhua  to  Mr. 
Richards  was  read,  declaring  his 
refolution  to  refign  the  prefidency 
of  the  academy.  A  letter  from 
fir  William  Chambers  to  fir  Jo¬ 
fhua  was  alfo  read  :  this  was  ad~ 
dreffed  to  fir  Jofliua,  in  confe- 
quence  of  fir  William's  interview 
with  the  king,  in  an  early  flage  of 
this  bufinefs :  and,  among  other 
flattering  marks  of  the  fovereigws 
favour,  the  letter  exprefled,  c  That 
his  majefty  would  be  happy  in  fir 
Jofhua’s  continuing  in  the  pr  eft- 
dent’s  chair !’ 

“  Sir  Jofhua’s  letter  to  fir  William 
Chambers,  in  reply,  Hated  in  ef¬ 
fect,  u  That  he  inferred  his  con- 
dud  mull:  have  been  hitherto  fatif- 
fadory  to  his  majefty,  from  the 
very  gratifying  way  in  which  his 
royal  pleafure  had  been  declared; 
and,  if  any  inducement  could 
make  him  depart*  from  his  original 
refolution,  the  will  of  his  fove- 
reign  v  ould  prevail;  but  that,  flat¬ 
tered  by  his  majefty ’s  approval  to 
the  la  ft,  there  could  be  nothing 
that  was  not  perfe&ly  honourable 
in  hi.s  refignation;  and  that,  in  ad«* 
dition  to  this  determination,  as  he  . 
cc  aid  not  confl.ftently  hold  the 
fubordinate  diftirdtion  of  royal 
academician,  after  he  had  fo  long 
J)  jj  poflefffed 


[52]  Sketch  of  the  LIFE  of  Sir  JOSHUA  REYNOLDS. 


poffefled  the  chair,  he  begged  alfo 
to  relinquifh  that  honour.” 

44  All  idea  of  foo thing  fir  Jofhua 
by  any  proceeding  of  the  academy, 
from  the  fovereign’s  wiflies  having 
been  of  no  avail,  was  rejected  as 
fuperfiuous  and  inconfiftent. 

44  Every  gentleman  prefent  re¬ 
gretted  the  imforefeen  confequence 
of  this  event.  However  the  aca¬ 
demy  {hewed  fo  liberal  a  delire  to 
yetain  hr  Jofhua  ftill  in  the  chair, 
that,  after  agitating  the  unplealant 
differences  between  the  prelident 
and  the  academy  with  as  much  de¬ 
licacy  as  poffible,  it  was  determined 
that  a  delegation  of  the  following 
gentlemen,  MefT.  Farringdon,  Cof- 
wav,  Catton,  Sandby,  Bacon,  Cop¬ 
ley,  Barry,  and  Rigaud,  fhould  wait 
upon  fir  Jofhua,  and  lay  before 
him  the  refolution  which  the  aca¬ 
demy  had  come  to,  in  order  to 
produce  a  conciliatory  effecfr. 

‘4  The  above  delegates  accord¬ 
ingly  waited  upon  fir  Jolhua,  to 
entreat  him  to  withdraw  his  letter  of 
refi.gnation,  and  refume  his  Ration 
as  prefideiit  of  an  inftitution,  of 
which  his  talents  had  been  fo  long 
an  eflential  fupport.  They  had  an 
interview  wth  him  at  his  houfe  in 
.Leicefter-fields ;  they  were  received 
with  politenefs  ;  and  every  mark, 
of  relpedt  was  expreffed  bv  thofe 
who  had  hitherto  been  deemed  leaf! 
cordial  to  the  in  ter  dr  s  of  the  pre¬ 
lident.  Upon  a  full  explanation  of 
the  intentions  and  views  of  the  aca¬ 
demy  being  made,  and  their  wiflies 
that  fir  Jofhua  would  continue  to 
adorn  the  prefidency,  he,  after  a 
handfome  declaration  of  his  grati¬ 
tude  for  this  honourable  proceed- 
ire  towards  him.  consented  to  a ft- 
fume  again  the  chair.  The  whole 

c> 

of  the"  delegates  were  invited  to 

•  O 

dine  with  fir  Jofhua,  in  order  to 


convince  them  that  he  returned  wi 
feritiments  of  the  moil  cord 

S’  I  L  .  .  I  *‘«U 

amity. 

44  About  a  year  and  half  after  t 
above  event,  fir  Joflma  Reynold 
finding  that  calamity  increafe  u 
on  him  which  is  fo  feelingly  a 
verted  to  in  the  lines  of  Mr.  J< 
ningham,  and  daily  expedting  t 
total  lofs  of  fight,  wrote  a  let 
To  the  academy,  intimating  his  i 
tention  to  refign  the  office  of  p 
fide nt  on  account  of  bodily  inj 
mities,  which  difabled  him  fr< 
executing  the  duties  of  it  to 
own  fatisfacfion.  A  meeting 
the  royal  academicians  was  h< 
about  the  1 5th  of  November,  1  y< 
for  the  purpofe  of  eledling  affo 
ates;  when  Mr*  Weft,  who  prefic 
for  fir  Joflma,  read  the  letter  fr< 
him,  intimating  his  intention.  1 
company  received  this  intelligei 
with  the  refpedtful  concern  due 
the  talents  and  virtues  of  fir  Jofh 
and  either  then  did  enter,  or  < 
ftgned  to  enter,  into  a  refoluti 
honourable  to  all  parties,  namt 
that  a  deputation  from  the  wh 
body  of  the  academy  fliould  v 
upon  him,  and  inform  him  oft! 
wifli,  that  the  authority  and  pri 
leges  of  the  office  of  prefid 
might  be  his  during  his  life; 
daring  their  wiilingnefs  to  per 
the  performance  of  any  of  its  dut 
which  might  be  irkftome  to  him, 
a  deputy. 

44  From  this  period  fir  Jofl 
never  painted  more — his  loft  p 
trait  was  that  of  the  honours 
Charles  James  Fox  (now  in 
hand  of  the  engraver) ;  and  tliis 
effort  of  this  great  artift’s  pencil 
a  full  proof  that  his  fancy,  his  11 
gination,  and  his  other  great  pou 
in  the  art  he  profefied,  rem: 
ed  iinabated  to  the  laft ;  when 
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ft  touches  were  given  to  this 
'  eft  11  re, 

I'hehand  of  Reynolds  fell,  to  rife  no  more.’ 
44  For  fome  time  before  his  death, 
is  illnefs  produced  a  melancholy, 
hich  was  the  more  diftreffing  to 
is  friends,  as  it  was  indulged  in 
;ence.  For  fome  weeks  before  he 
lid  the  great  debt,  his  fpirits  were 
1  low,  that  he  was  unable  to  bear 
ren  the  confolations  of  friendfhip, 
he  numerous  attendances  of  many 
:  our  nobility  and  men  of  fcience, 
iring  his  illnefs,  are  the  beft  tefti- 
ony  of  the  value  fet  upon  him, 
id  the  regret  with  which  they 
mtemplated  his  illnefs,  and  pro- 
lefied  his  diftolution.  On  Thurf- 
ty  night,  the  23d  of  February, 
792,  this  great  artift  and  accom- 
iftied  charafter  paid  the  lafl  aw- 
1  debt  to  nature,  in  the  69th  year 
his  age. 

44  The  following  teftimony  to 
e  memory  of  fir  Jolh.ua  Reynolds 
from  the  pen  of  Mr.  Burke  : 

4  Laft  night,  in  the  fixty-ninth 
ar  of  his  age,  died,  at  his  houfe 
Leicefler-fieids,  fir  Jofliua  Rey- 
>lds.  His  illnefs  was  long,  but 
>rne  with  a  mild  and  cheerful 
rtitude,  without  the  leaf:  mixture 
any  thing  irritable  or  querulous, 
reeably  to  the  placid  and  even 
lor  of  his  whole  life.  He  had, 
)m  the  beginning  of  his  malady, 
diftinft  view  of  his  diftolution  ; 
d  he  contemplated  it  with  that 
tire  compofure,  which  nothing 
it  the  innocence,  integrity,  and 
sfulnefs  of  his  life,  and  an  un- 
efted  fubmiliion  to  the  will  of 
ovidence,  could  bellow.  In  this 
nation  he  had  every  confolation 
>m  family  tenderntfs,  which  his 
rn  kindnefs  had,  indeed,  well 
ferved* 


4  Sir  Jolhua  Reynolds  was,  on 
very  many  accounts,  one  of  the 
moll  memorable  men  of  his  time. 
He  was  the  hrft  Engliftiman  who 
added  the  praife  of  the  elegant  arts 
to  the  other  glories  of  his  country. 
In  tafte,  in  grace,  in  facility,  in 
happy  invention,  and  in  the  rich- 
nefs  and  harmony  of  colouring,  he 
was  equal  to  the  great  mailers  of 
the  renowned  ages.  In  nortrait  he  * 
went  bevond  them ;  for  he  coir.r 
mimicated  to  that  defeription  of 
the  art,  in  which  Englifh  artifts  are 
the  moll  engaged,  a  variety,  a  fancy, 
and  a  dignity,  derived  from  the 
higher  branches,  which  even  thofe, 
who  profefied  them  in  a  fuperior 
manner,  did  not  always  preferve, 
when  they  delineated  individual 
nature.  Flis  portraits  remind  the 
fpeftator  of  the  invention  of  hif- 
tory,  and  the  amenity  of  landfcape. 
In  painting  portraits,  he  appeared 
not  to  be  raifed  upon  that  platform, 
but  to  defeend  to  it  from  a  higher 
fphere.  His  paintings  illuftrate  his 
leffons,  and  his  leftons  feem  to  be 
derived  from  his  paintings. 

4  He  poftefted  the  theory  as  per- 
feftly  as  the  praftice  of  his  art. 
To  be  fuch  a  painter,  he  was  a 
profound  and  penetrating  philofo- 
pher. 

4  In  full  affluence  of  foreign  and 
domeftic  fame,  admired  by  the 
expert  in  art,  and  by  the  learned 
in  fcience,  courted  by  the  great, 
carefted  by  fovereign  powers,  and 
celebrated  by  diftinguifhed  poets, 
his  native  humility,  modefty,  and 
candour,  never  forfook  him  even 
on  lurprife  or  provocation ;  nor 
was  the  leaft  degree  of  arrogance 
or  afTumption  vifible  to  the  moft 
ferutinizing  eye,  in  any  part  of  his 
conduft  or  difeourfe, 
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*  His  talents  of  every  kind,  pow¬ 
erful  from  nature,  and  not  meanly 
cultivated  by  letters,  his  focial  vir¬ 
tues  in  all  the  relations  and  all  the 
habitudes  of  life,  rendered  him  the 
centre  of  a  very  great  and  unpa¬ 
ralleled  variety  of  agreeable  focie- 

•>  o  - 

ties,  which  will  be  dihipated  by  his 


death.  He  had  too  much  merit  no 
to  excite  fome  jealoufy,  too  mud 
innocence  to  provoke  any  enmity 
The  lofs  of  no  man  of  his  tim 
can  be  felt  with  more  fiucere ,  ge 
neral,  and  unmixed  forrow.  Hail 
and  farewell” 


MANNER 


1 

4 


l 


si 


M  ANNERS  of  NATIONS, 


PB^^SSBBB^gyfe'".^'2:^a^3!H£'S«aeamg 


PERSONS,  GENIUS,  DISPOSITION,  and 

INHABIT  ANT  S  of  JAPAN 


Mr 


ERS 


of  the 


From  the  Third  Volume  of  Professor  Thun  berg’s  Travels  in 

Europe,  Africa,  and  Asia.] 


i  ry^HE  people  of  this  nation  are 
l  well  made,  adiive,  free  and 
?afy  in  their  motions,  with  Rout 
imbs,  although  their  ftrength  is 
lot  to  be  compared  to  that  of  the 
northern  inhabitants  of  Europe. 
The  men  are  of  the  middling  fize, 
arid  in  general  not  very  corpulent ; 
yet  I  have  ieen  fome  that  were 
fufficiently  'hit.  They  are  of  a 
yellowifti  colour  all  over,  fome- 
times  bordering  on  brown,  and 
fometimes  on  white.  The  lower 
dafs  of  people,  who  in  fummer, 
when  at  work,  lay  bare  the  upper 
part  of  their  bodies,  are  fun-burnt, 
and  confequently  brown.  Ladies 
of  didmdtion,  who  feldom  go  out 
in  the  open  air  withbnt  being  co¬ 
vered,  are  perfectly  white.  It  is 
by  their  eyes  that,  like  the  Chinefe, 
thefe  people  are  diflinguifhable. 
Thefe  organs  have  not  that  rotun¬ 
dity  which  thole  of  other  nations 
exhibit,  but  are  oblong*  fmall,  and 
are  funk  deeper  in  the  head;  in 
confequence  of  which  thefe  people 
have  almod  the  appearance  of  be¬ 


ing  pink-eyed.  In  other  refpedb? 
their  eyes  are  dark-brown,  or  ra¬ 
ther  black,  and  the  eye -lids  form 
•in  the  great  angle  of  the  eve  a  deep 
farrow,  wh'Ch  makes  the  Japanefe 
look  as  if  they  were  (harp- lighted, 
arid  difcrimmates  them  from  other 
nations.  The  eye-brows  are  alfo 
placed  fomewhat  higher.  Their 
heads  are  in  general  large,  and 
their  necks  fliort,  their  hair  black, 
thick,  and  diming-,  from  the  life 
they  make  of  oils.  Their  nofes, 
although  not  flat,  are  yet  rather 
thick  and  fliort. 

“  The  Japanefe  are  in  general 
intelligent  and  provident,  free  and 

O  1  y 

imcondrained,  obedient  and  cour¬ 
teous,  curious  and  inquifitive,  in- 
dudrious  and  ingenious,  frugal  and 
fbber,  cleanly,  good-natured  and 
friendly,  upright  and  juft,  trufty 
and  honed,  miftriiftfnl,  fuperditi- 
011*8;  proud,  and  haughty,  unfor- 
o-ivimh  brave,  and  invincible. 

il  The  Japanefe  nation  thews 
Senfe  and  fteadinefs  in  all  its  under¬ 
takings,  fo  far  as  the  light  of  fcience, 
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by  whofe  brighter  rays  it  has  not 
as  yet  had  the  good  fortune  to  be 
illumined,  can  ever  guide  it.  This 
nation  is  fo  far  from  deferving  to 
be  ranked  with  fuch  as  are  called 
lavage,  that  it  rather  merits  a  place 
amongftthe  moft  civilized.  Their 
prefent  mode  of  government,  re¬ 
gulations  for  foreign  commerce, 
their  manufactures,  the  vaft  abun¬ 
dance,  even  to  fuperfluity,  of  all 
the  neceflaries  of  life,  &c.  give  con¬ 
vincing  proofs  of  their  fagacity, 
iteadinefs,  and  undaunted  fpirit. 
That  idle  /vanity,  fo  common 
amongft  other  Aliatic  as  well  as 
many  African  nations,  who  adorn 
themfelves  with  fliells,  beads,  and 
flittering  pieces  of  metal,  is  never 
to  be  obferved  here  ;  nor  are  theie 
unneceffary  European  trappings  of 
gold  and  Elver  lace,  jewels,  and  the 
like,  which  ferve  merely  to  catch 
the  eye,  here  prized  at  all ;  but 
they  endeavour  to  fur-nifti  them¬ 
felves  from  their  own  manufactures 
with  decent  clothing,  palatable 
food,  apd  excellent  weapons. 

“  Liberty  is  the  foul, of  the  Japa- 
nefe,  not  that  which  degenerates 
into  licentioufnefs  and  riotous  ex¬ 
cels,  but  a  liberty  under  ftridt  fub- 
jeCtion  to  the  laws.  It  has  been 
fuppofed,  indeed,  that  the  com¬ 
mon  people  of  Japan  were  merely 
, ilaves  under  a  defpotic  govern¬ 
ment,  as  the  laws  are  extremely 
fevere.  But  a  fervaut,  who  hires 
himfelf  to  a  mafter  for  a  year,  is 
not  therefore  a  have ;  neither  is  a 
foldier,  who  has  inlid ed  for  a  cer¬ 
tain  number  or  years,  and* over 
whom  a  much  drifter  hand  is  kept, 
a  Have,  although  he  is  obliged  im- 
plicitly  to  obey  his  fup.eriors?  com¬ 
mands.  The  Japanese  hate  and 
deleft  the  inhuman  traffic  in  haves 
carried  on  by  the  Dutch,  and  the 
cruelty  with  which  theie  poor  crea¬ 
tures  are  treated. 


u  The  rights  and  liberties  of  the! 
higher  and  lower  clafs  of  people; 
are  equally  protedfed  by  the'  laws ; 
and  the  uncommon  feverity  of  thefe 
laws,  joined  to  the  inevitable  exe¬ 
cution  of  them,  ferves  to  keep  every 
one  within  proper  bounds.  With; 
regard  to  foreigners,  no  nation  in: 
the  whole  extend  ye  trad!  of  the  In¬ 
dies  is  more  vigilantly  attentive  to 
their-  liberties  than  this ;  and  none 
more  free  from  the  encroachments,; 
fraudulent  attempts,  or  open  at-; 
tacks  of  others. 

44  The  regulations  they  have! 
adopted  in  this  particular  are  nottc 
be  paralleled  in  the  whole  world 
The  inhabitants  have  been  forbid¬ 
den  to  leave  the  empire  on  pain  of 
death;  and  no  foreigners  are  fufferec 
to  come  into  the  country,  except  i 
few  Dutchmen  and  fonqe  Chinefe 
who,  during  the  whole  time  of  theii 
ftav,  are  watched  like  ftafce-prifoip 
ers.  The  people  of  diftindlion,  anc 
thofe  that  are  rich,  have  a  great  num 
ber  of  attendants ;  and  everyone,  ir 
general,  has  fome  attendant  in  hi' 
houfe,  to  wait  upon  him,  andwhei 
he  goes  abroad,  to  carry  his  cloak 
ftioes,  umbrella,  lantern,  and  othe 
things  that  he  may  want  of  a  ftmila 
nature. 

“  With  refpedt  to  Court efy  anc 
fubmiflion  to  their  fuperiors,  fev 
can  be  compared  to  the  Japanefe 
Subordination  to  government,  am 
obedience  to  their  parents,  are  jn 
culcated  into  children  in  their  earl; 
infancy  ;  and  in  every  fttuation  oi 
life  they  are  in  this  refpedt  inftruft 
ed  by  the  good  example  of  thei 
elders,  which  has  this  effedt,  tha 
the  children  arefeidopa  reprimand 
ed,  fgolded,  or  chaftifed.  The  in 
ferior  clafs-of  people  fhew  their  re 
fpedt  to  thofe  of  a  higher  rank  am 
to  their  fuperiors,  by  bowing  ver; 
low,  and  in  the  moft  reverentia 
manner ;  and  at  the  fame  time  pa; 
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implicit  obedience  to  them  cheer¬ 
fully,  and  without  the  lead  he  Sta¬ 
tion.  Their  equals  they  always  fa- 
lute  with  great  politenefs,  both  at 
meeting  and  parting.  Jn  gene2al 
they  bend  their  backs,  with  their 
heads  downward,  and  lay  their 
hands  either  on  their  knees,  or  elfe 
on  their  legs  below  their  knees, 
and  fometimes  bring  them  down 


to  their  feet,  accordingly  as  a  greater 
or  lefs  degree  of  refpedt  is  to  be 
fhewnpand  the  greater  the  vene¬ 
ration,  the  hearer  do  their  heads 
approach  the  ground.  If  any  one 
{peaks  to  them,  or  they  are  to  pre¬ 
sent  any  thing  to  another,  they  bow 
in  the  fame  manner.  If  a  perfon 
,of  inferior  rank  meets  his  fuperior 
in  the  ftreet,  he  remains  in  the 
pofture  above-mentioned,  till  the 
latter  has  palfed  him.  If  they  are 
.equals,  they  both  make  the  fame 
.obeifance,  Handing  dill,  and  then 
go  on  with  their  backs  bent  for  a 
ihort  time  after  they  have  palled 
each  other.  On  entering  any  houfe, 
they  fall  on  their  knees,  and  bow 
their  heads  more  or  lefs  low ;  and 
before  they  rife  to  go  away,  per¬ 
form  the  fame  obeifance. 

44  This  nation,  as  well  as  many 
others,  carry  their  Curiojity  to  a 
great  length.  They  examine  nar¬ 
rowly  every  thing  that  is  carried 
thither  by  the  Europeans,  and  every 
thing  that  belongs  to  them.  They 
are  continually  a  Iking  for  informa¬ 
tion  upon  every  fubjedt,  and  fre¬ 
quently  tire  the  Dutch  out  with 
their  queftions.  Among  the  mer¬ 
chants  who  arrive  here,  it  is  chiefly 
the  phylician  of  the  embafly  that  is 
confidered  by  the  Japanefe  as  learn¬ 
ed  ;  and  consequently,  on  the  little 
ifland  fet  apart  for  the  fadtorv,  and 
particularly  in  the  journey  to  court, 
as  alfo  during:  the  relidence  of  the 
Dutch  in  the  metropolis,  they  look 
up  to  him  as  an  oracle,  whom  they 
fuppofe  papable  of  giving  them  in¬ 


formation  upon  every  fubjedb,  par¬ 
ticularly  on  thofe  of  mathematics, 
geography,  natural  philofophy, 
pharmacy,  zoology,  botany,  and 
phylic. 

^  During  the  audience  we  had  of 
the  emperor,  the  privy  counfellors, 
and  others  of  the  higheft  officers  of 
frate,  we  were  furveyed  from  head 
to  foot,  as  alfo  our  hats,  fwords, 
clothes,  buttons,  lace,  watches, 
canes,  rings,  & c.  nay,  we  were 
even  obliged  to  write  in  their  pre¬ 
fence,  in  order  to  fhew  them  our 
manner  of  writing  and  our  characr 
ters. 

44  In  mechanical  ingenuity  and  in¬ 
vention,  this  nation  keeps  chiefly  to 
that  which  is  neceflary  and  ufeful ; 
but  in  induftryit  excels  molt  others. 

44  Their  works  in  copper  and 
other  metals  are  fine,  and  in  wood, 
both  neat  and  lading ;  but  their  well- 
tempered  fabres,  and  their  beautiful 
lacquered  ware,  exceed  everything 
of  the  kind  that  has  hitherto  been 
produced  elfewhere.  The  diligence 
with  which  the  hufbandman  culti¬ 
vates  the  foil,  and  the  pains  they 
bellow  on  it,  are  fo  great  as  to  feem 
incredible. 

*4  Frugality  has  its  principal  feat 
in  Japan.  It  is  a  virtue  as  highly 
eiieemed  in  the  imperial  palace,  as 
in  the  pooreli  cottage.  It  is  in  con- 
fequence  of  this,  that  the  middling 
clafs  of  people  are  contented  with 
their  little  pittance  ;  and  that  ac¬ 
cumulated  llores  of  the  rich  are  not 
diffipated  in  wantonneis  and  luxury. 
It  is  in  confequence  of  this,  that 
dearth  and  famine  are  ftrangers  to  this 
country  ;  and  that  in  the  whole  ex¬ 
tent  of  this  populous  empire,  fcarce- 
ly  a  needy  perfon  or  beggar  is  to  be 
found.  The  people  in  general  are 
neither  parlimonious  nor  avarici¬ 
ous;  and  have  a  fixed  diflike  to 
gluttony  and  drunk ennefs.  As  the 
foil  is  not  wafted  upon  the  cultiva¬ 
tion  of  tobacco,  or  of  any  other 

ufeiefs 
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ufelefs  plant,  neither  is  the  grain  fpe&  is  paid  to  perfons,  nor  can  any 
employed  in  the  dlftillation  of  fpi-  one  prefume  to  flatter  himfelf  with 
jits,,  or  other  idle,  not  to  fay  per-  hopes  of  pardon  or  favour.  Juftice 
melons,  purpc/fes.  is  held  facred,  even  with  refpedt  to 

“  Cleantinefs  and  ne.atncfs  are  at-  engagements  with  the  Europeans, 
tended  to  as  well  with  regard  to  info  much,  that  treaties  once  con- 
their  bodies,  as  to  their  cioathing,  eluded  are  neither  broken,  nor  even 
houfes,  food,  veffels,  &x.  and  a  fragle  letter  of  them  altered,  nn- 
they  life  the  warm-bath  daily.  lefs  the  Europeans  themfelves  give 

u  Of  their  friendly  difpofiticn  and  occafion  to  fuch  procedures, 
good  nature,  I  have  frequently  with  u  Honejiy  prevails  throughout  the 
gilonidiment  feen  manifeft  proofs;  whole  country;  and  perhaps  there 
even  at  a  time  when,  as  now,  they  are  few  parts  of  the  world  where 
have  every  real  on  in  the  world  to  fo  few  thefts  are  committed  as  here, 
hate  and  defpife  the  Europeans  who  Highway  robberies  are  totally  un- 
traffic  there,  for  their  bad  conduct  known.  Thefts  are  feldorn  .heard 
and  fraudulent  dealings.  This  na-  of;  and  in  their  journey  to  the 
tion  is  lofty,  it  is  true,  but  good-  court,  the  Europeans  are  fo  fecure, 
nattired  and  friendly  withal ;  with  that  they  pay  very  little  attention  to 
gentlenefs  and  kindnefs,  it  may  be  their  baggage  ;  although  in  the  fac- 
foothed  and  brought  to  hear  rea-  tory  the  common  people  think  it 
fon  ;  but  is  not.  to  be  moved  in  the  no  fin  to  pilfer  a  few  trifles,  parti- 
lead:  by  threats,  or  any  things  like  cularly  fugar  and  tea-cups,  from 
defiance.  the  Dutch,  while  tbefe  articles  are 

u  Juftice  is  held  facred  all  over  carrying  to  or  from  the  quay, 
the  country.  The  monarch  never  w  It  is  highly  probable  that  thefe 
injures  any  of  his  neighbours  ;  and  people  have  not  been  always  fo  fuf- 
eo  in  fiance  is  to  be  found  in  hif-  picious  as  they  are  at  prefent ;  pof- 
tory,  ancient  or  modern,  of  his  hav-  fibly  their  former  internal  commo- 
mg  {hewn  an  ambition  to  extend  tie  ns  and  civil  wars,  but  frill  more 
Iris  territories  by  conquefr.  The  the  frauds  of  the  Europeans,  have 
hiftory  of  Japan  affords  numbcrlefs  called  forth  and  increafed  their 
inffancesof theheroifmof tPeiep*eo-  miftruft,  which  now,  at  leaft  in 
pie  in  the  defence  of  their  country  their  commerce  with  the  Dutch  and 
again  ft  foreign  invaflons,  or  inter-  the  Chinefe,  is  without  bounds. 

I  cW  O  '  * 

nzl  infurreef  ions  ;  but  not  one,  of  %  u  SuperJUtion  is  more  common 
their  encroachments  upon  the  lands  with  them,  and  rifes  to  a  higher 
or  properties  of  others.  The  japa-  ..degree,  than  in  any  other  nation  ; 
nefe  have  never  given  way  to  the  which  is  owing  to  the  little  know- 
caknefs  of  conquering  other  king-  ledge  they  have  of  moft  fciences, 
dams,  or  fuffering  any  part  of  their  and  theabfurd  principles  inculcated 
own  to  be  taken  from  them.  They  into  them  by  their  priefts,  toge- 
iafre  ever  followed,  and  frill  con-  ther  with  their  idolatrous  dodlrines. 
triune  to  follow,  the  ufages  and  cwf-  This  fnperftitioiw  difpofition  is  dif- 
toms  of  their  forefathers,  and  never  played  at  their  feafts,  their  public 
adopt  the  manners  of  other  nations,  worfhip,  in  the  making  of  folemn 
J  office  confrantlv  prefides  at  their  promifes,  in  the  life  of  particular 
tribunals,  where  caufes  are  adjudg-  remedies,  the  chufing  of  lucky  or 
ed  without  delay,  and  without  in-  unlucky  days,  &c. 
frigu.es  or  partiality.  The  guilty  “  Pride  is  one  of  the  principal 
Enas  ho  "where  an  ah  him;  no  re-  defects  of  this  nation.  They  be- 

*  lieve 
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Heve  that  they  are  honoured  with 
that  /acred  origin  from  gods ,  from 
heaven,  the  fun  and  moon,  which 
many  Aha  tic  nations  as  arrogantly 
as  abfurdiy  lav  claim  to.  They 
confequently  think  themfelves  to 
be  fomewhat  more  than  other  peo¬ 
ple,  and,  in  particular,  con-fider 
the  Europeans  in  a  very  indifferent 
light.  Whatever  injury  a  Japanefe 
migiit  be  inclined  to  put.  up  with, 
he  can  never  bear  to  have  his  pride 
touched.  It  was  pride  that  expel¬ 
led  the  Poituguefe  from  toe  coun¬ 
try,  and  this  am.. e  may  in  time  rum 
the  p  efent  flourifhing  traffic  car¬ 
ried  on  by  the  Dutch. 

44  Beftdes  the  dr  cum  fiance  of  this 
nation  having  never  ^not  even  in 
the  remot.  it  ages)  been  conquered 
or  fubjedled  to  any  foreign  power, 
we  read  in  the  annals  of  its  hifrory 
fuch  accounts  of  its  valour  and  un¬ 
conquerable  /adit ,  as  might  rather  be 
taken  for  fables,  and  the  produce 
of  a  fertile  imagination,  than  the 
fober  dictates  of  truth,  did  not  fat¬ 
ter  yea;  s  furnifh  us  wi  h  convincing 
proofs  of  their  reality.  In  the  year 
799,  the  T  artars  having,  for  the  fir. ft 
time,  over-run  part  of  Japan  with 
an  innumerable  army,  and  their 
fleet  having  been  loft  in  one  night 
in  a  nard  gale  of  wind  ;  the  Japa- 
jiefe  commander  in  chief,  on  the 
day  following,  raifed  the  camp>,  at¬ 
tacked  the  enemy,  routed  and  put 
them  all  to  the  fword,  fo  that  not  a 
man  was  left  alive  to  return  with 
the  tidings  of  fo  unparalleled  a  de¬ 
feat,  and  fo  complete  a  victory.  1 11 
like  manner,  when,  in  the  year  128  1 , 
they  were  again  attacked  by  the 
1  Tartars,  to  the  amount  of  240,000 
men,  the  victory  was  equally  great 
and  glorious.  The  expulfion  of  the 
Portuguefe,  and  the  extirpation,  at 
the  fame  time,  of  the  Chriftian  re¬ 
ligion  in  the  feventeenth  century, 
was  fo  complete,  that  fcarceiy  any 


traces  are  now  to  be  found  of  their 
former  exigence  in  the  country. 
Th*  war  and  devaftation  continued 
for  the  fpace  of  40  years  :  feveral 
millions  were  victims  to  its  fury; 
and  at  the  laft  liege  37,000  men  fell. 
Thefe  victories  are  not  the  only 
proofs  of  the  courage  and  intrepi¬ 
dity  of  the  Japanefe.  I  ftiall  h  ere 
adduce  another  inftance  ftiil  more 
to  the  purpofe.  The  affair  hap¬ 
pened  in  the  year  1630.  A  fir-ill 
Japanefe  veffel*  arrived  for  the  pur¬ 
pofe  01  trading  at  the  iftand  of -For- 
mofa,  which  at  that  time  belonged 
to  the  Dutch  Eaft  India  company. 
One  Peter  Nuytz,  who  was  at  that 
time  governor,  treated  the  Japanefe 
merchants  . ill,  who  arrived  there  in 
this  veffel,  and  who,  on  their  re¬ 
turn  home,  complained  to  their 
prince  of  the  ill-treatment  they  had 
received.  As  the  prince  took  fire 
at  this  infult,  and  the  more  fo,  as 
it  came  from  foreigners  whom  he 
defpifed,  and  at  the  fame  time  he 
did  not  find  him  fell  in  a  condition 
to  revenge  himfeif,  his  guards  ad- 
dreffed  him  in  the  following  man¬ 
ner,:  4  We  do  not  confider  our- 
felves  worthy  any  longer  to  have 
the  care  of  your  highn efs’s  perfios, , 
unlefs  you  permit  us  to  retrieve 
your  honour.  Nothing  can  efface 
this  ftain  but  the  blood  of  the  of¬ 
fender.  You  have  only  to  com¬ 
mand,  and  we  will  cut  off  his  head, 
or  bring  him  hither  alive,  to  be 
treated  as  you  ftiall  think  proper, 
and  according  to  hisdeferts.  Seven 
of  us  will  be  fufficient  for  the  pur¬ 
pofe.  Neither  the  danger  of  the 
voyage,  the  ftrength  of  the  caftie, 
nor  tne  number  of  his  guards,  ftiall 
fereen  him  from  our  vengeance.5 
Accordingly,  having  received  the 
prince’s  permiffion,  and  confulted 
upon  the  meafures  proper  to  he 
taken,  thev  arrived  at  Formofa. 
They  were  no  iooner  introduced 

to 


[6o]  Of  the  PERONS,  GENIUS,  &c.  of  the  JAPANESE. 


to  the  governor,  in  order  to  have 
an  audience,  than  they  all  drew 
their  fabres,  made  him  prL  vier, 
and  carried  him  on  board  of  the 
veil'd  that  had  brought  them.  This 
happened  in  broad  day-light,  in  the 
fight  of  his  guards  and  domeftics, 
and  without  any  one  offering  to 
fHr  in  defence  of  their  mailer,  or  to 
refcue  him  from  his  bold  conduc¬ 
tors,  who,  with  their  fwords  drawn, 
threatened  to  cleave  his  head  in  two, 
the  moment  the  leaf!  oppofition 
fhould  be  made.  This  anecdote 
may  be  feen  in  K^ejvi pfer’s  De- 
fcription  of  Japan,  Appendix*  p.  56. 

w  Any  one  that,  from  what  has 
beenfaid  above,  has  formed  to  him- 
felf  a  notion  of  the  pride,  juftice, 
and  courage  of  the  Japan efe,  will 
not  be  much  aftonifned,  when  he 
is  told,  that  this  people,  when  in¬ 
jured,  are  quite  implacable.  As  they 
are  haughty  and  intrepid,  fo  they 
are  refentful  and  unforgivi  ng ;  they 
do  not  drew  their  hatred,  however, 
with  violence  or  warmth  of  temper, 
but  frequently  conceal  it  under  the 
mark,  of  an  inconceivable  fang  f void ^ 
and  wait  with  patience  for  the  proper 
time  to  revenge  themfelves.  Never 

V  t- 

did  I  fee  aAeople  lefs  fubiect  to  hid¬ 
den  emotions  and  afrediions  of  the 
mind.  Abufe  them,  defpifethem, 
01*  touch  their  honour  as  much  as 
you  pleafe,  they  will  never  anfwer 
you  a  fingle  fy liable,  but  merely 
with  a  long  Eh  !  Eh  !  teftify,  as  it 
were,  their  furpiife,  and  conceive 
in  filence  the  greateft  hatred  for 

O 

their  opponent,  which  no  j unifica¬ 
tion,  nor  length  of  time,  nor  change 
of  circumftances,  can  afterwards 
efface.  Thus  they  are  not  ufed  to 
treat  their  enemies  uncivilly  either 
in  word  or  behaviour,  but  deceive 
them,  as  well  as  others,  with  dif- 
femhled  friendfhip,  till,  fooner  or 
later,  an  opportunity  offers  of  do¬ 
ing  them  feme  material  injury. 


“  The  name  of  each  family 
and  individual  is  ufed  in  Japan 
in  a  verv  different  manner  from 
what  it  is  in  Europe.  The  fa¬ 
mily  name  of  the  Japanefe  re¬ 
mains  unchanged,  but  is  never 
ufed  in  daily  converfation,  or  in 
the  ordinary  courfe  of  life,  but 
only  when  they  fign  any  writings, 
and  that  chiefly  when  they  fet  their 
feals  to  them.  There  is  like  wife 
this  firigularity  in  the  affair,  that 
the  family  name  is  not  put  after, 
but  always  before  the  adfeititious  j 
name,  in  like  manner  as  in  botany, 
where  the  generic  name  of  a  plant  . 
always  precedes  the  fpecific.  So  that 
the  adfeititious  or  adopted  name  is 
that  by  which  they  are  addreffed, 
and  this  is  changed  feveral  times  in 
the  courfe  of  their  lives.  As  foon 
as  a  child  is  born,  it  receives  from  1 
the  parents  a  certain  name,  which, 
if  a  foil,  he  keeps  till  he  arrives  at 
years  of  maturity.  At  that  period 
it  is  changed.  If  afterwards  he  ob¬ 
tains  an  office,  he  again  changes  his 
name  ;  and  if,  in  procefs  of  time, 
he  is  advanced  to  other  offices,  the 
fame  change  always  takes  place  ; 
and  fome,  but  efpecially  emperors  . 
and  princes,  have  a  new  name  given 
them  after  their  death.  The  names 
of  the  women  are  lefs  fubjedt  to 
change,  and  are  frequently  taken 
from  certain  beautiful  flowers. 
Titles  are  given  to  place-men  of  a, 
fuperior  order,  on  entering  to  their 
employments ;  and  to  the  chief  of 
them,  various  names  of  honour  are 
adjed  by  the  fpiritual  emperor. 

u  Their  drefs  at  Japan  deferves, 
more  than  any  where  elfe  in  the 
world,  the  name  of  national ;  as  it 
not  only  differs  from  that  of  every 
other  nation,  but  at  the  fame  time  is 
uniform  from  the  monarch  down  to  ) 
the  moft  inferior  fubjedt,  fimilar  in 
both  fences,  and  (which  almoft  fur- 
paffes  all  belief)  has  been  unchanged  i 
I  .  t OK 


Of  the  PERSONS,  GENIUS,  &c.  of  the  JAPANESE.  [6'i) 


for  the  fpace  of  two  thoufand  five 
hundred  years. 

“  It  confifts  every  where  of  long 
and  wide  night-gowns ,  one  or  more 
of  which  are  worn  by  people  of 
every  age  and  condition  in  life. 
The  rich  have  them  of  the  fin  eft 
lilk,  and  the  poor,  of  cotton.  The 
women  wear  them  reaching  down 
to  their  feet,  and  the  women  of  qua¬ 
lity  frequently  with  a  train.  Thofe 
of  the  men  come  down  to  their 
heels  ;  but  travellers,  together  with 
foldiers  and  labouring  people,  ei¬ 
ther  tuck  them  up,  or  wear  them 
lo  fhort,  that  they  only  reach  to 
their  knees.  The  men  generally 
have  them  made  of  a  plain  filk  of 
one  colour ;  but  the  {liken  fluffs 
worn  by  the  womhi  are  dowered, 
and  fometimes  interwoven  with 
gold  flowers.  In  the  fummer,  they 
are  either  without  any  lining  at  all, 
orelfe  with  a  thin  lining  onlv  ;  in 
winter,  by  way  of  defence  againft 
the  cold  weather,  they  are  quilted 
with  cotton  or  lilk  wadd.  The 
men  feldom  wear  many  of  them, 
but  the  women  often  from  thirty 
to  fifty,  or  more,  and  all  fo  thin, 
that  together  they  hardly  weigh 
more  than  four  or  five  pounds.  The 
imdermoft  of  them  ferves  for  a  fiiirt, 
and  is  therefore  either  white  or 
bluifh,  and  for  the  molt  part  thin 
and  tranfparent.  All  thefe  night¬ 
gown^  are  faifened  about  the  walft 
by  a  belt,  which  for  the  men  is 
about  the  breadth  of  a  hand,  and 
for  the  women,  of  about  twelve 
inches,  and  of  fuch  a  length  as  to 
go  twice  round  the  body,  with  a 
large  knot  and  rofe.  The  knot 
worn  by  the  fair  fex,  which  is 
larger  than  that  worn  by  the  men, 
{hews  immediately  whether  the  wo¬ 
man  is  married  or  not ;  as  the  mar¬ 
ried  u  -omen  wear  the  knot  before, 
and  the  {ingle  behind.  The  men 


tobacco-pipe,  and  pouch,  and  me¬ 
dicine-box.  The  crowns  are  round- 
ed  off  about  the  neck,  without  a 
cape,  open  before,  and  Drew  the 
bare  boibm,  which  is  never  cover¬ 
ed  either  with  a  handkerchief  or 
any  thing  elfe.  The  lleeves  are 
always  ill-fhaped,  and  much  wider 
than  they  ought  to  be,  and  fewed 
together  half  way  down  in  front, 
fo  as  to  form  a  bag  at  bottom,  into 
which  they  put  their  hands  in  cold 
weather,  or  ufe  it  as  a  pocket  to 
hold  their  papers  and  other  things. 
Young  girls,  in  particular,  have  the 
fieeveS  of  their  gowns  fo  long,  as 
frequently  to  reach  quite  down  to 
the  ground. 

u  On  account  of  the  great  width 
of  their  garments,  they  are  foon 
drefied  and  undrefled,  as  they  have 
nothing  more  to  do  than  to  untie 
their  girdle,  and  draw  in  their  arms, 
w  hen  the  whole  of  their  drefs  in- 
Rantly  falls  orf  of  itfelf.  So  that 
long  and  wide  night-gowns  univer- 
fally  form  the  drefs  of  the  Japanefe 
nation,  though  in  this  point  fome 
fmall  variation  takes  place  with  re¬ 
gard  to  fex,  age,  condition,  and 
way  of  life.  Thus  one  frequently 
fees  the  common  people,  fuch  as 
labourers,  fifhermen,  and  labors, 
either  undrefled,  when  they  are  at 
their  work,  with  their  night-gowns 
taken  off  from  the  upper  part  of 
their  bodies,  and  hanging  down 
loofe  from  their  girdles  ;  or  elfe 
quite  naked,  having  round  their 
body  a  girdle  only,  which,  wrap¬ 
ping  round  and  covering  the  parts 
that  decency  requires  to  be  conceal- 
ed,  is  carried  backwards  between 
the  thighs,  to  be  fattened  to  the  back. 

“  Men  of  a  higher  rank  in  life 
have,  belides  thefe  long  night¬ 
gowns,  a  fhort  half-gown ,  which  is 
worn  over  the  other,  and  is  made 
of  fome  thin  kind  of  huff,  fuch 
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the  Reeves  and  neck,  but  reaches 
only  to  the  wai ft,  and  is  not  fad- 
cned  with  a  girdle,  but  is  tied  be¬ 
fore  and  at  the  top  with  a  firing. 
This  half- gown  is  fometimes  of  a 
green,  but  mod  frequently  of  ablack 
‘colour.  When  they  come  home  to 
their  houfes  or  t q  their  refpedtive 
offices,  where  there  are  none  fupe- 
rior  to  them,  they  take  oft  this 
outer  garment,  and,  folding  it  care- 
fully  up,  lay  it  by. 

“  The  i breeches  are  of  a  peculiar 
kind  of  duff,  which  is  thin  indeed, 
but  at  the  fame  time  very  clofe  and 
compact ;  and  made  neither  of  filk 
nor  of  cotton,  but  of  a  fpecies  of 
Iiemp.  They,  are  more.like  a  petticoat 
than  breeches  ;  being  fewed  between 
the  legs,  and  left  open  /  at  the  ddes 
to  about  two-thirds  of  their  length. 
They  reach  down  to  the  ancles, 
'and  are  fattened  about  the  waitt 
'wit hi  a  band,  which  is  carried  round 
the  body  from  before  and  from  be¬ 
hind.  At  the  back  part  of  thefe 
breeches  is  a  thin  triangular  piece 
of  board,  fcarcely  fix  inches  long, 
which  is  covered  with  the  fame 
duff  as  the  breeches,  and  hands  up 
■againd  the  backjuft  above  the  band. 
The  breeches  are  either  ftriped 
with  brown  or  green,  or  el'fe  uni¬ 
formly  black.  I  have  fometimes 
feen  them  made  of  Succotas,  a  fluff 
from  Bengal.  Drivers  are  feldom 
ufed  but  on  journies,  and  by  fol- 
diers,  who  wear  fhort  and  tucked- 
up  night-gowns,  that  they  may 
walk  or  run  with  the  greater  fpeed. 

u  The  complimentary  drefs:,  as 
a  fort  of  holiday  drefs  is  called  in 
japan,  is  ufed  only  on  folemn  oc- 
caiions,  and  when  people  of  an  in- 
•iCncr  rank  pay  homage  to  their  fu- 
periors,  or  bv  fuch  as  are  noinn  to 
court.  Such  a  drefs  is  worn,  on  the 
out  tide  of  all,  over  the  gowns,  that 
form  the  whpie  of  this  people's 


11  dial  drefs.  It  confitts  of  two 
pieces,  made  of  one  and  the  fame 
kind  of  ttuff.  The  undermoft  piece 
is  the  above-deferibed  breeches, 
which  are  generally  made  of  a  blue 
ftuff,  printed  with  white  flowers. 
The  uppermoft  piece,  which  par¬ 
ticularly  diftingui flies  this  drefs,  is 
a  frock,  not  unlike  the  half  night¬ 
gown  already  fpoken  of,  but  is  car¬ 
ried  on  each  fide. back  over  the 
fhoiilders,  by  which  means  the  Ja¬ 
panese  have  the  appearance  of  be¬ 
ing  very  broad-fhouldered. 

“  All  their  clothes  are  made  either 
of  filk,  cotton,  or  of  a  kind  of  linen 
manufactured  from  certain  fpecies 
of  nettles.  The  better  fort  of  people 
wear  the  iineft  filks,  which  in  fine- 
nefs  and  tenuity  far  exceed  every 
thing  produced  either  in  India  o* 
Europe  ;  but  as  thefe  filks  are  not 
above  twelve  inches  broad,  they 
are  not  carried  to  Europe  for  fale. 
The  common  people  wear  cotton, 
which  is  found  here  in  great  abun¬ 
dance.  Sometimes,  but  merely  as 
a  matter  of  cur  lofty,  the  Japan  efe 
make  of  the  bark  of  the  Morm  pa¬ 
pyri/ era ,  a  kind  of  cloth,  which  is 
either  manufactured  like  paper,  or 
elfe  fpun  and  woven.  The  latter 
•fort,  which  Is  quite  white  and  fine, 
and  refembles  cotton,  is  fometimes 
ufed  by  the  women.  The  former, 
printed  with  flowers,  is  ufed  for  the 
long  night-gowns  by  elderly  peo¬ 
ple  only,  and  is  worn  by  them  at 
no  other  time  than  in  the  winter, 
whea  they  perfpire  but  little,  and 
then  with  a  gown  or  two  befides. 

“  As  the  night-gowns  reach  down 
to  the  feet,  and  confequently  keep 
the  thighs  and  legs  warm,  /lock¬ 
ings  are  neither  wanted  nor  ufed 
throughout  the  whole  country. 
One  fees  the  common  people,  how¬ 
ever,  when  travelling,  and  foldiers 
who  have  not  fuch  long  night¬ 
gowns, 
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>wns,  wear  fpatterdafhes  made  of 
•tton  fund.  I  obferved  that  fome 
;ople  near  Nagafaki  wore  alfo 
unpen  Jock's ,  with  the  foies  of  cot- 
n  fluff,  which  they  ufed  in  the 
vereft  winter  months,  to  preferve 
e  feet  from  cold.  They  are  tied 
ft  about  the  ancle,  and  have  a 
parate  place  made  for  the  great 
e  to  enter,  and  adapted  to  the 
rm  of  the  fhoe. 

“  Theyic^r,  or,  to  fpeak  more  pro- 
udy,  flippers  gt  the  Japanefe,  are 
te  moft  fhabpy  and  indifferent  part 
r  their  drefs,  and  yet  in  equal  ufe 
ith  the  high  and  the  low,  the  rich 
id  the  poor.  They  are  made  of 
ce  ftraw  woven,  but  fometimes, 
urpeople  of  diftindtion,  of  fine  flips 
:  ratan.  The  fhoe  coniifts  of  a 
>le,  without  upper  leather  or  hind-' 
iece:  forwards  it  is  croffed  by  a 
rap,  of  the  thicknefs  of  one’s 
nger,  which  is  lined  with  linen  ; 
om  the  tip  of  the  fhoe  to  the  Trap 
cylindrical  firing  is  carried,  which 
rffes  between  the  great  and  fecond 
>e,  and  keeps  the  (hoe  fail  on  tile 
>ot.  As  thefe  flioes  have  no  hind- 
iece,  they  make  a  noife,  when 
sople  walk  in  them,  like  flippers, 
fhen  the  Japanefe  travel,  their 
loes  are  furnifhed  with  three 


underneath  are  hollowed  out  in  the 
middle,  and  at  top  have  a  band 
acrofs  like  a  flirrup,  and  a  firing 
for  the  great  toe ;  fo  that  they  can 
walk  without  foiling  their  feet. 
Some  of  them  have  their  ftraw  flioes 
faflened  to  thefe  wooden  clogs. 
The  Japanefe  never  enter  their 
houfes  with  their  fhoes  on ;  but 
leave  them  in  the  entry,  or  place 
them  011  the  bench  near  the  door, 
and  thus  are  always  bare-footed  in 
their  houfes,  fo  as  not  to  Uipty  their 
neat  mats.  During  the  time  that 
the  Dutch  live  at  Japan,  when  they 
are  fometimes  under  an  obligation 
of  paying  viftts  at  the  houfes  of  the 
Japanefe,  their  own  rooms  .at  the 
factory  being  likewife  covered  with 
mats  of  this  kind,  they  wear,  in- 
Head  of  the  itfual  flioes,  red,  green, 
or  black  flippers,  which,  011  enter¬ 
ing  the  houle,  they  pull  off;  how¬ 
ever,  they  have  hookings  on,  and 
fhoes  made  of  cotton  fluff',  with 
buckles  in  them,  which  flioes  are 
made  at  Japan,  and  can  be  walked 
whenever  they  are  dirty.  Some 
have  them  of  black  fatin,  in  order 
to  avoid  walking  them. 

u  This  people’s  mode  of  Jrefling 
their  hair  is  as  peculiar  to  them,  and 
at  the  fame  time  as  general  am ongti 


rings  made  of  twifted  ftraw,  with 
'hich  they  are  tied  to  the  legs  and 
et,  to  prevent  them  from  falling 
ff.  Some  people  carry  one  or 
lore  pair  of  flioes  with  them  on 
teir  journeys,  in  order  to  put  on 
ew,  when  the  old  ones  are  worn 
ut.  When  it  rains,  or  the  roads 
re  very  dirty,  thefe  flioes  are  foon 
netted  through,  and  one  continu¬ 
ity  fees  a  great  number  of  worn- 
ut  flioes  lying  on  the  roads,  efpe- 
ially  near  the  brooks,  where  tra¬ 
ilers  have  changed  their  flioes 
fter  waffling  their  feet.  Inftead  off 
hefe,  in  rainy  or  dirty  weather, 
hey  wear  high  wooden  clogs,  which 


them,  as  their  ufe  of  the  night¬ 
gowns.  The  men  (have  the  whole 
of  their  head  from  the,  forehead 
down  to  the  11  ace  of  the  neck,  and 

j.  1 

what  is  left  near  the  temples  and  in 
the  neck,  is  well  greafed,  turned  up, 
and  tied  at  the  top  of  the  head  with 
feveral  rounds  of  white  firing,  made 
of  paper.  The  end  of  the  hair  that 
remains  above  the  tie,  is  cut  off  to 


bout  the  length  of  one’s  finger, 
nd,  after  being  well  ftiffened  with 
il,  bent  in  ftich  a  manner,  that  the 
p  is  brought  to  (land  againft  the 
rown  of  the  head,  in  which  fttua- 
onfft  is  kept  merely  by  the  firing 
'  ‘  ’  Tiii 
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is  ftriftlv  attended  to,  and  the  head 
fliaved  every  day,  that  the  flumps 
of  the  growing  hair  may  not  dif- 
figure  their  bald  pates.  Priefts  and 
phyficians,  and  young  men  that 
have  not  yet  attained  to  the  age  of 
maturity*  are  the  only  perfcnswho 
are  exempted  in  this  refpecl.  The 
prielis  and  phyficians  fhave  their 
heads  all  over,  and  are  thus  difcri- 
minated  from  all  others.  Boys  again 
keep  all  their  hair  on,  till  fuch  time 
as  the  beard  begins  to  make  its  ap¬ 
pearance. 

44  Of  the  fair  fex,  none  have  their 
hair  cut  off,  except  women  that  are 
parted  from  their  huibands.  I  had 
an  opportunity  of  feeing  fuch  a  one, 
while  I  was  at  Jedo,  who  traverfed 
the  country  much,  and  made-,  with 
her  bald  pate,  a  droll  and  fingular 
appearance.  Otherwiie  the  hair, 
well  befmeared,  and  made  fmooth 
with  oii  and  mucilaginous  fiib- 
ffances,  is  put  up  clofe  to  the  head 
on  all  fidcs,  and  this  either  quite  in 
a  neat  and  fimple  manner,  or  elfe 
Handing  out  at  the  tides  in  the  form 
of  wings.  After  this  the  ends  are 
fattened  tog-ether  round  a  knob  at 
the  crown  of  the  head.  Single  wo- 
men  and  fervant  maids  are  fre¬ 
quently  diftinguifhed  from  the  mar¬ 
ried  by  thele  wings.  Juft  before 
this  knot,  a  broad  comb  is  ftuck, 
which  the  poorer  fort  of  people 
wear  of  lacquered  wood,  and  thofe 
that  are  in  better  circym  fiances,  of 
tortoife-fhell.  Befides  thefe,  the 
rich  wear  feveral  long  ornaments 
made  of  tortoife fheli  ftuck  through 
this  knot,  as  a!fo  a  few  flowers, 
which  ferve  inftead  of  pearls  and 
diamonds,  and  commute  the  whole 
of  their  decorations.  Vanity  has 
not  yet  taken  root  among  them  to 


that  degree,  as  to  induce  them  tc 
wear  rings  or  other  ornaments  in 

their  ears.  , 

44  Thefe  people  never  cover  their 
heads  either  with  hats  or  caps,  tc 
defend  them  againftthe  cold  or  the 
fcorching  heat  of  the  fun,  except 
on  jourheys,  when  they  wear  a 
conical  hat,  made  of  a  fpecies  of 
grafs,  and  tied  with  a  firing.  lob! 
ferved  fuch  as  thefe  alfo  were  worn 
by  fifhermen.  Some  few  travelling 
women  wore  caps  in  the  form  of  i 
terrene,  which  were  interwoven 
with  gold.  Otherwife,  the  parafo 
is  what  they  ufe  to  fhelter  them 
againfl  the  rain  or  the  rays  of  the 
fun. 

44  Befides  the  above-mentioned 
drawers,  fpatterdaflies,  and  hat,] 
which  none  but  travellers  wear,] 
they  are  generally*  provided  oil 
journeys  with  a  cloke,  efpeciallyj 
fuch  as  travel  on  foot  or  on  horfe-l 
back.  Thefe  clokes  are  wide  an c| 
fhort,  and  of  the  fame  fhape  as  the  j 
night-gowns.  They  are  made  of] 
thick  oiled  paper,  and  are  worn  b)*» 
the  fuperior  attendants  in  the  fuitej 
of  princes,  and  of  other  travellers :] 
and  my  fellow-travellers  and  my-,| 
felf,  during  our  journey  to  court,] 
were  obliged  to  make  a  prefent  tel 
our  attendants,  of  fome  of  thefe  |i 
clokes,  when  we  paffed  by  the  place  | 
where  they  were  manufactured.  I 

44  The  J  atiffyhefe  always  have  thei.il 
coat  of  arms  pilt  on  their  clothes  J 
particularly  on  their  long  and  fhori 
night-gowns,  and  that  either  or  5 
their  arms  or  between  their  fhouli 
ders,  with  a  view  to  prevent  theil 
being  flolen ;  which,  in  a  countr)! 
where  people’s  clothes  are  fo  much] 
alike  in  point  of  materials,  form 
and  fize,  might  eafily  happen. 
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DF  this  character  it  appears  to 
me  tiiat  the  leading  feature 
n  independent  fpirit,  and  a  dif- 
v  of  confcious  equality,  through- 
:  all  ranks  and  conditions.  The 
>reft  white  perfon  feems  to  con- 
;r  himfelf  nearly  on  a  level  with 
richeft,  and,  emboldened  by 
>  idea,  approaches  his  employer 
h  extended  hand,  and  a  freedom, 
ich,  in  the  .countries  of  Europe, 
eldom  difplayed  by  men  in  the 
rer  orders  of  life  towards  their 
eriors.  It  is  not  difficult  to 
:e  the  origin  of  this  principle, 
rifes,  without  doubt,  from  the 
-eminence  and  diftindtion  which 
neceflarily  attached  even  to  the 
nplexion  of  a  white  man,  in  a 
intry  where  the  complexion,  ge- 
ally  fpeaking,  diftinguilhes  free- 
n  from  fia very,  Of  the  two  great 
Tes  of  people  in  mofl  of  thefe 
onies,  the  blacks  outnumber  the 
ites  in  the  proportion  of  feven  to 
•  As  a  fenfe  of  common  fafety 
refore  unites  the  latter  in  clofer 
than  are  neceftary  among  men 
o  are  differently  fituated,  fo  the 
)e  circwmftance  neceflarily  gives 
h  among  them  to  reciprocal 
endence  and  refpedt.  Other 
fes  contribute  to  the  fame  end, 
ffiere  flavery,  (fays  a  great 
ter)  1  is  eftablifhed  n  any  part 
the  world,  thofe  who  are  free, 
e  by  far  the  moft  proud  and 
dous  of  their  freedom.  Freedom 
to  them  not  only  an  enjoyment, 
h  a  kind  of  rank  and  privilege, 
ot  feeing  there,  that  freedom,  as 
countries  where  it  is  a  common 
'  effing,  may  be  united  with  much 
j  *793- 


‘  abjedt  toil,  with  great  mifery,  v  ith 
‘  all  the  exterior  of  fervitude,  li- 
‘  berty  looks  among  them  like  fome- 
i  thing  that  is  more  noble  and  li- 
‘  beral.  Thus  the  people  of  the 
‘  fouthern  colonies  (of  America) 

*  are  much  more  ftrongly,  and  with 
‘  a  higher  and  more  ffubborn  fpirit, 
‘  attached  to  liberty,  than  tho<e  to 

♦  the  northward.  Such  were  all  the 
4  ancient  commonwealths ;  fuch 
4  were  our  Gothic  anceftors :  fuch 
4  in  our  days  are  the  Poles;  and 
4  fuch  will  be  all  m afters  of  Oaves, 

4  who  are  not  Oaves  themfelves.’ 

44  Poffibiy  too,  the  climate  itfelf, 
byincreafingfenfibility,  contributes 
to  create  an  impatience  of  fubordi- 
nation.  But,  whatever  may  be  the 
caufe  of  this  confcioufnefs  of  felf- 
knportance  in  the  Weft  Indian  cha- 
radter,  the  confequences  refulting 
from  it  are,  on  the  whole,  benefi¬ 
cial.  If  it  fometimes  produces  an, 
often tatious  pride,  and  a  ridiculous 
affedtatjon  of  fplendour,  it  more 
frequently  awakens  the  laudable 
propenfities  of  our  nature  frank - 
nefs,  fociability,  benevolence,  aud. 
generality,  Jn  no  part  of  the  globe 
is  the  virtue  of  hofpitality  more  ge¬ 
nerally  prevalent  than  in  the  Bri- 
tifh  fugar  iflands.  The  gates  of  the 
planter  are  always  open  to  the  re¬ 
ception  of  his  guefts.  To  be  a 
{hanger  is  of  itfelf  a  fufficient  intro¬ 
duction.  This  fpecies  of  hofpitality 
is  indeed  carried  fo  far,  that,  as  Mr. 
Long  has  remarked,  there  is  not 
one  tolerable  inn  throughout  all  the 
\Veft  Indies. 

44  To  the  fame  caufe  may  per¬ 
haps  be  aferibed,  on  the  other 

E  hand, 
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hand,  that  eagernefs  for  litigation 
and  juridical  controverfy,  which  fo 
remarkably  predominates  in  raoft  of 
thefe  i Hands.  From  this  unfortu¬ 
nate  patnon,  ruinous  as  it  frequently 
proves  to  individuals,  this  advan¬ 
tage,  however,  refults  to  the  com¬ 
munity  at  large;  that  the  lower 
orders  of  men,  from  their  frequent 
attendance  on  the  courts  of  law,  ac¬ 
quire  a  degree  of  knowledge,  and  a 
clearnefs  and  precifion  of  reafoning, 
which  are  not  generally  to  be  found 
in  men  of  the  fame  rank  in  Eng¬ 
land.  Thus  the  petty  juries  in  the 
Weft  Indies  are  commonly  far  more 
intelligent  and  refpedlable  thanthofe 
in  Great  Britain.  Every  candid  per- 
fon,  who  has  attended  the  courts 
of  criminal  jurifdidtion  in  both 
countries,  muft  confirm  this  obfer- 
vation. 

a  But,  it  is  to  the  Creoles,  or  na-' 


tives,  that  we  muft  look  for,  the  origi¬ 
nal  and  peculiar  caftof  charadier  im- 
prefted  by  the  climate,  if  indeed  the 
influence  of  climate  be  fuch  as  many 
writers  imagine.  For  my  own  part, 
I  am  of  opinion  that  the  climate  of 
the  Weft  Indies  difplays  itfelf  more 
ftrongly  on  the  perfons  of  the  na¬ 
tives,  than  on  their  manners,  or  on 
the  faculties  of  their  minds.  They 
are  o'ovioufly  a  taller  race,  on  the 
whole,  than  the  Europeans  ;  but  I 
think  in  general  not  proportionably 
robuft.  I  have  known  feveral  who 
were  full  fix  feet  four  inches  in 
height ;  but  they  wanted  bulk,  to 
meet  our  ideas  of  mafculine  beauty. 
All  of  them,  however,  are  diftin- 
gui filed  for  the  freedom  and  fup- 
pienefs  of  their  joints  ;  which  en¬ 
able  them  to  move  with  great  eafe 
and  agility,  as  well  as  gracefulnefs, 
in  dancing.  From  the  fame  caufe 
they  excel  in  penmanlhip,  and  the 
ufe  of  the  fmall  fword.  It  has  been 
truly  obferved,  that  the  effect  of 
climate  is  likewife  obvious  in  the 


ftruciure  of  the  eye,  the  focket  1 
ing  conflderabiy  deeper  than  amo 
the.  natives  of  Europe.  By  t 
conformation,  they  are  guard 
from  thofe  illeffedls  which  an  aim 
continual  ftrong  glare  of  fuiifh: 
might  otherwife  produce  ;  and  i 
a  curious  circumftance,.  that  tb 
Ikin  feels  confiderably  colder  tb 
that  of  a  European;  a  proof 
think,  that  nature  has  contrii 
fame  peculiar  means  of  protedl 
them  from  the  heat,  which  file  . 
denied  to  the  nations  of  tempei 
regions, '  as  unneceflary.  Acco 
ingly,  though  their  mode  of  liv 
differs  in  no  refpedt  from  thati 
the  European  r 6ft dents,  they  ; 
rarely  obnoxious  to  thofe  inflai 
riiatory  diforders  vvhich  frequer 
prove  fatal  to  the  latter. 

“  The  ladies  of  thefe  ifiands  h; 
indeed  greater  caufe  to  boafti 
this  fortunate  exemption,  than  | 
men  ;  a  pre-eminence  undoubt 
ly  acquired  by  the  calm  and  e1 
tenour  of  their  lives,  and  by  an 
bitual  temperance  and  felf-den: 
Except  the  exercife  of  dancing' 
which  they  delight  and  excel,  t 
have  no  arnufement  or  avocat 
to  impel  them  to  much  exertion 
either  body  or  mind.  Thofe  n 
qight  affembiies  and  gambling  c 
ventions,  wherein  health,  fortr 
and  beauty,  are  fo  frequently  fa! 
ficed  in  the  cities  of  Europe, 
here  happily  unknown.  In  t 
diet,  the  Creole  women  are,  I  th:! 
abftemious  even  to  a  fault.  Sin! 
water,  or  lemonade,  is  the  ftronj 
beverage  in  which  they  indu: 
and  a  vegetable  mefs  at  noon,  j 
foned  with  cayenne  pepper,  cot 
tutes  their  principal  repaft. 
effe6t  of  this  mode  of  life,  in  a 
and  opprefiive  atmofphere,  is  a 
fibre,  and  a  complexion  in  wl 
the  lily  predominates  rather  fit 
the  rofe.  To  a  ftrapg-er  newly!' 


in  the  English  West  Indies. 


ved,  the  ladies  appear  as  juft  rifen 
om  the  bed  of  ficknefs.  Their 
lice  is  foft  and  fpiritlefs,  and  every 
gp  , betrays  languor  and  lailitude. 
fith  the  fineft  perfons, ,  they  cer- 
irfty  want  that  glow  of  health  in 
iq  countenance,  that  delicious 
’imfon  (lumen  pur  pur  cum  juventi) 
hich,  in  colder  countries,  enlivens 
le  coarfeft  fet  of  features,  and  ren¬ 
ts'  a  beautiful  one  irrefiftible.  . 

outK’fi  orient  bloom,  the  blufli  of  chafte 
defire,  ‘ 

he  fp  rightly  converfe,  and  the  faille 
.  'divine, 

a>ve‘s  gentler  train)  to  milder  climes 
,  retire, 

ad  full  in  Albion’s  matchleft  daughters 
?  type.  ; 

*?  In  one  of  the  principal  features 
beauty,  however,  few  ladies  fur- 
ifs  the  Creoles  ;  for  they  have,  in 
:pera]/  the  fineft  eyes  in  the  world  ; 
rge,  langiijfhing*  and  expreffive  ; 
ntetimes  beaming  with  animation, 
id  fometimes  melting  with  tender - 
-fs;  a  fure  index  to  that  native 
>pdnefs  of  heart  and  gentleneft  of 
fpofition  for  which  they  are  emi- 
mtly  and  defervedly  applauded, 
id  to  which,  combined  with  their 
Item  of  life  and  manners  (fequeft 
red,  domeftic,  and  unobtrufive) 
is  doubtlefs  owing,  that  no  women 
i  earth  make  better  wives,  or  bet- 
r  mothers. 

t(  Perhaps,  the  circumftance  mofit 
ftjngui  (liable  in  the  character  of 
e  natives  to  which  the  climate 
ems  to  contribute,  is:  the  early 
fplay  of  the  mental  powers  in 
)ung  children  ;  whole  quick  per- 
iption,  and  rapid  advances  in 
aovv ledge,  exceed  thofe  of  Euro- 
-an  infants  of  the  fame  age,  in  a 
tgree  that  is  perfectly  unaccount- 
>le  and  aftonilliirig.  This  cir- 
nnftance  is  indeed  too  finking  to 
ive  efcaped  the  notice  of  any  one 
riter  who  has  vilited  the  tropical 
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parts  of  America  ;  and  the  fa  61  be¬ 
ing  too  well  eftablifhed  to  be  de¬ 
nied,  the  philosophers  of  Europe 
have  confoled  themfelves  with  an 
idea  that,  as.the  genius  of  the  young 
Weft  Indians  attains  fooner  to  ma¬ 
turity,  it  declines  more  rapidly  than 
that  of  Europeans.  Nature  is  fup- 
pofed  to  a 61  in  this  cafe  in  a  man¬ 
ner  analogous  to  her  operations 
in  the  vegetable  kingdom,  where 
the  trees  that  come  fooneft  to  per¬ 
fection,  are  at  the  fame  time  lefs 
firm  and  durable  than  thofe  which 
require  more  time  for  the  comple¬ 
tion  of  their  growth.  It  is  indeed 
certain,  that  the  fubfequent  acquire¬ 
ments  of  the  mind  of  the  natives, 
do  not  always  keep  pace  with  its 
early  progress ;  but  the  chief  caufe 
(as  Ulloa  hath  obferved)  of  the 
fhort  duration  of  fuch  promifing 
beginnings,  feems  to  be  the  want 
of  proper  objedts  for  exe roiling  the 
faculties.  The  propensity  alfo, 
which  the  climate  undoubted! v  en- 

j 

courages,  to  eariv  and  habitual  li- 
centioufnefs,  induces  a  turn  of  mind 
and  difipofition  unfriendly  to  men¬ 
tal  improvement.  x  Among  fuch  of 
the  natives  as  have  happily  efcaped 
the  contagion  and  enervating  effedfs 
of  youthful  ex  cedes,  men  are  found 
of  capacities  as  flrong  and  perma¬ 
nent,  as  among  any  people  what¬ 
ever. 

“  As  .  I  cannot  therefore  admit' 
that  the  Creoles  in  general  po  fiefs 
left  capacity  and  (lability  of  mind 
than  the  natives  of  Europe,  much 
left  can  I  allow  that  they  fall  fhort 
of  them  in  thofe  qualities  of  the 
heart  which  render  man  a  bl effing 
to  all  around  him.  Generofity  to 
each  other,  and  a  high  degree  of 
compaffion  and  kindnefs  towards 
their  inferiors  and  dependents,  dift 
tinguifli  tl.  t  Creoles  in  a  very  ho¬ 
nourable  manner.  If  they  are  proud, 
their  pride  is  allied  to  no  meannefs. 

E  2.  In- 
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InftruCted  from  their  infancy  to  en¬ 
tertain  a  very  high  opinion  of  their 
own  confequence,  they  are  cautious 
of  doing  any  act  which  may  leflen 
the  confcioufnefs  of  their  proper 
dignity.  From  the  fame  caufe  they 
fcorn  every  fpecies  of  concealment. 
They  have  a  franknefs  of  difpoft- 
tion  beyond  any  people  on  earth. 
Their  confidence  is  unlimited  and 
entire.  Superior  to  falfehood  them- 
felves,  they  fufpeCt  it  not  in  others. 

44  How  far  this  noblenefs  of  dif- 
pofition  may  be  afcribed  to  the  in¬ 
fluence  of  a  genial  climate,  and  how 
far  to  education  and  example,  I  pre¬ 
fume  not  to  difcriminate.  The  ef¬ 
fects  of  heat  on  the  body  are  fuffi* 
ciently  viflble  ;  but  perhaps  philo- 
fophers  have  relied  too  much  on  a 
fuppofed  fympathy  between  the 
body  and  mind.  4  The  natives 
4  of  hot  climates  (fays  one  writer) 

4  are  flothful  and  timid  but  timi¬ 
dity  is  by  no  means  the  neceflary 
confequence  of  indolence.  The 
mind  may  require  great  force  to 
roufe  it  to  due  exertion  ;  but,  be¬ 
ing  properly  urged,  may  difplay 
qualities  very  oppoflte  to  thofe  of 
a  timid  difpofition.  At  lead,  timi¬ 
dity  conftitutes  no  part  of  the  cha¬ 
racter  of  the  natives  of  the  Britifli 
Weft  Indies.  Indolence,  I  will  ad¬ 
mit,  is  too  predominant  among 
them  ;  but  that  they  are  deficient 
in  perfonal  courage,  no  man,  who 
has  the  fmallefl  acquaintance  with 
them,  will  allow  for  a  moment. 
Even  the  indolence  of  which  they 
are  accufed,  is  rather  an  averfion  to 
ferious  thought  and  deep  reflection, 
than  a  flothfulnefs  and  fluggifhnefs 


of  nature.  Both  fexes,  when  the 
fprings  of  the  mind  are  once  fet  if) 
motion,  are  remarkable  for  a  warm 
imagination  and  a  high  flow  oi| 
fpirits.  There  feems  indeed  uni- 
verfally  to  reign  among  them  a 
promptitude  for  pleafure,  This  ef¬ 
fect  has  been  afcribed,  and  perhaps 
juftly,  to  the  levity  of  the  atmo- 
fphere.  To  the  fame  caufe  is  canv 
monly  imputed  the  propensity  ob- 
fervable  in  moft  of  the  Weft  In.dian: 
to  indulge  extravagant  ideas  of  theij 
riches ;  to  view  their  circumftance: 
through  a  magnifying  medium,  anc 
to  feaft  their  fancies  on  what  an¬ 
other  year  will  efteCt.  This  anti¬ 
cipation  of  imaginary  wealth  is  ft 
prevalent  as  to  become  juftly  ridi¬ 
culous  ;  yet  I  am  inclined  to' thin! 
it  is  a  propeniity  that  exifts  inde¬ 
pendent  of  the  climate  and  atmo- 
fphere,  and  that  it  arifes  principally 
from  the  peculiar  fituation  of  th< 
Weft  Indian  planters  as  land-hold 
ers.  Not  having,  like  the  propri 
etors  of  landed  eftates  in  Great  Bri 
tain,  frequent  opportunities  of  let 
ting  their  plantations  to  fubftantia 
tenants,  they  are,  for  the  moft  part 
compelled  to  become  practical  farm! 
ers  on  their  own  lands,  of  which  th< 
returns  are,  in  the  higheft  degree 
fluctuating  and  uncertain.  Unde 
thefe  circumftances,  a  Weft  Indiai 
property  is  a  fpecies  of  lottery 
As  fuch,  it  gives  birth  to  a  fpiri 
of  adventure  and  enterprife,  an< 
awakens  extravagant  hopes  and  ex| 
peCtations ;  too  frequently  term! 
nating  in  perplexity  and  difap 
pointment.”  !  *  '  "T’ 
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Enquiries  intothe  origin  of 

a  remote  and  unlettered  race, 
:an  be  profec'uted  with  fuccefs  only 
>y  comparing  their  ancient  man- 
iers,  laws,  language,  and  religious 
:eremonies  with  thofe  of  other  na- 
ions.  Unfortunately,  in  all  or 
noft  of  thofe  particulars  refpedfing 
he  Charaibes,  our  knowledge  is 
imited  within  a  narrow  circle.  Of 
people  engaged  in  a  perpetual 
warfare,  hunted  from  ifland  to  ifland 
>y  revenge  and  rapacity,  few  op- 
>ortunitie§  could  have  offered,  even 
o  thofe  who  might  have  been  qua- 
ified  for  fuch  refearches,  of  invef- 
igating  the  natural  difpofitions  and 
abitual  cuftoms  with  minutenefs 
ndprecifion.  Neither  indeed  could 
juft  eftimate  have  been  formed  of 
heir  national  character,  from  the 
lanners  of  fuch  of  them  as  were  at 
mgth  fubju gated  to  the  European 
oke  ;  for  they  loft,  together  with 
heir  freedom,  many  of  their  origi- 
al  charadteriftics  ;  and  at  laft  even 
defire  of  adting  from  the  im- 
ulfe  of  their  own  minds.  We 
ifcern,  favs  Rochefort,  a  wonder- 
tl  change  in  the  difpofitions  and 
abits  of  the  Charaibes.  In  fome 
Apedts  we  have  enlightened,  in 
thers  (to  our  fhame  be  it  fpoken) 
re  have  corrupted  them.  An  old 
'haraibe  thus  addreffed  one  of  our 
lanters  on  this  fubjedt : — 4  Our 
people,  he  complained,  are  become 
almoft  as  bad  as  yours. — We  are 
fo  much  alarmed  fince  you  came 
among  us,  that  we  hardly  know 
ourfelves,  and  we  think  it  is  owing 
to  fo  melancholy  a  change,  that 
hurricanes  are  more  frequent  than 
they  were  formerly.  It  is  the  evil 
$ 


4  fpirit  who  has  done  all  this — who 
4  has  taken  our  beft  lands  from  us, 
4  and  given  us  up  to  the  dominion 
4  of  the  Chriftians.’ 

44  My  prefent  inveftigation  muft 
therefore  be  neceflarily  defedlive. 
Neverthelefs,  by  feledting  and  com¬ 
bining  fuch  memorials  as  are  leaft 
controverted,  I  fhall  hope  to  exhi¬ 
bit  a  few  ftriking  particulars  of  this 
ill-fated  people,  which,  if  I  miftake 
not,  will  lead  to  fome  important 
concluftons  in  the  ftudy  of  human 
nature. 

44  Their  fierce  fpirit  and  warlike 
difpofition  have  already  been  men¬ 
tioned.  Hiftorians  have  not  failed 
to  notice  thefe,  among  the  moft  dif- 
tinguilhable  of  their  qualities. — 
Reftlefs,  enterprifing,  and  ardent,  it 
would  feem  they  confidered  war  as 
the  chief  end  of  their  creation,  and 
the  reft  of  the  human  race  as  their 
natural  prey ;  for  they  devoured 
without  reinorfe  the  bodies  of  fuch 
of  their  enemies  (the  men  at  leaft) 
as  fell  into  their  hands. —  The  cul- 
tom  is  fo  repugnant  to  our  feelings, 
that  for  a  century  paft,  until  the 
late  difcoveries  of  a  ftmilar  pradiice 
in  the  Pacific  Ocean,  the  phiiofo- 
phers  of  Europe  had  boldly  im¬ 
peached  the  veracity  of  the  mofi 
eminent  ancient  voyagers  who  had 
firft  recorded  the  exiftence  of  it. 
Even  Labat,  who  refided  in  the 
Weft  Indies  at  a  period  when 
fome  of  the  iilands  ftill  remained 
in  the  pofTeflion  of  the  Charaibe-S, 
declares  it  to  he  his  opinion,  that 
inftances  ot  this  abominable  prac* 
tice  among  them,  were  at  all  times 
extremely  rare  ; — the  eftedt  only  of 
a  fudden  impulfe  of  revenge,  arifing 
E  3  from 
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from  extraordinary  and  unprovoked  it  is  faid  to  have  defcended  to  them 
injury;  but  that  they  ever  made  from  their  anceftors  of  Guiana: 
premeditated  excurfions  to  the  they  confidered  thofe  iflanders  as 
larger  iflands  for  the  purpofe  of  a  colony  of  Arrowauks,  a  nation  of 


devouring  any  of  the  inhabitants, 
or  of  feizing  them  to  be  eaten  at  a  . 
future  time,  he  very  connaentiy 
denies. 

u  Neverthelefs  there  is  no  cir- 
cumftance  in. the  hiffory  of  man¬ 
kind  better  attefted  than  the  uni- 
verfal  prevalence  of  thefe  pradlices 
among  them.  Columbus  was  not 
only  informed  of  it  by  the  natives 
cf  Hifpaniola,  as  I  have  already 
related,  but  having  landed  himfelf 
at  Guadaloupeon  his  firft  difcovery, 
he  beheld  in  feveral  cottages  the 
head  and  limbs  of  the  human  body 
recently  feparated,  and  evidently 
kept  for  occafional  repafls :  he  re¬ 
leafed,  at  the  fame  time,  feveral  of 
the  natives  of  Borriquen  (or  Porto 
Rico)  who,  having  been  brought 
captives  from  thencef  were  referved 
as  victims  for  the  fame  horrid  pur¬ 
pofe. 

“  Thus  far  it  muff  be  confeiTed, 
the  difpofition  of  the  Charaibes 
leaves  no  favourable  impreffion  on 
the  mind  of  the  reader;  by  whom 
it  is  probable  they  will  be  confi¬ 
dered  gather  as  beaffs  of  prey,  than 
as  human  beings ;  and  he  will  think, 
perhaps,  that  it  was  nearly  as  jufti- 
fiable  to  exterminate  them  from  the 
earth,  as  it  would  be  to  deftroy  the 
fierceft  monftcrs  of  the  wildernefs ; 
fince  they  who  (hew  no  mercy,  are 
entitled  to  no  pity. 

“  But  among  themfelves  they 
were  peaceable,  and  towards  each 
other  faithful,  friendly,  and  affecti¬ 
onate.  They  confidered  all  ftran- 
gers  indeed  as  enemies ;  and  of  the 
people  of  Europe  they  formed  a 
right  eftimatiom — The  antipathy 
which  they  manifefted  towards  the 
unoffending  natives  of  the  larger 
iflands  appears  extraordinary- ;  but 
4  ' 


South  America,  with  whom  the’ 
Charaibes  of  that  continent  are  con¬ 
tinually  at  war.  We  can  afiign  no 
caufe  for  fuch  hereditary  and  irre- 
conciieabtehoftility.  Thecuftom  ol« 
eating  the  bodies  of  thofe  they  had 
(lain  in  battle  excites  our  abhor-' 
rence ;  yet  it  may  be  doubted  whe¬ 
ther  this  abhorrence  does  not  arih 
as  much  from  the  bias  of  our  edu- 
cation,  as-  from  the  fpontaneous  anc 
original  dictates  of  our  nature.  I:' 
is  allowed  that,  wifh  regard  to  tff 
people  of  Europe,  whenever  any 
of  them  had  acquired  their  confi 
dence,  it  was  given  without  referve 
Their  friendihip  was  as  warm  a 
their  enmity  was  implacable.  Th< 
Charaibes  of  Guiana  ftill  fondb 
cherifh  the  tradition  of  Raleigh’s 
alliance,  and  to  this  day  prelerv 
the  Ermlifh  colours  which  he  lefl 

o 

with  them  at  parting. 

“  Of  the  loftinefs  of  their  fenti 
ments,  and  their  abhorrence  of  fla 
very,  a  writer,  not  very  partial  to 
wards  them,  gives  the  following  il 
luffration  :  ‘(There  is  not  a  natioj 
‘  on  earth  (fays  Labat)  more  jealou 
‘  of  their  independency  than  th 
‘  Charaibes.  They  are  impatierj 
‘  under  the  leafl  infringement  of  it 
‘  and  when,  at  any  time,  they  ar 
‘  witneffes  to  the  refpeff  and  deft; 

‘  rence  which  the  natives  of  Europ 
‘  oblerve  towards  their  fuperior 
‘  they  defpife  us  as  abjeCt  flavesj 
‘  wondering  how  any  man  can  1 
‘  fo  baft  as  to  crouch  before  h 
‘  equal.’’  Rochefort,  who  confirm 
thic  account,  relates  alfo,  that  wrhe^ 
kidnapped  and  carried  from  the! 
native  iflands  into  flavery,  as  thfcj 
frequently  were,  the  miferable  cap 
tives  commonly  funk  under  a-feng 
of  their  condition,  and  Ending  if  ; 
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finance  or  escape  hopelefs,  fought 
refuge  in  death  from  the  calamities 

of  it. 

“  To  T  is  principle  of  confcious 
equality  and  native  dignity,  mull 
be  imputed  the  contempt  which 
they  manifefted  for  the  inventions 
and  improvement's  of  civilized  life. 
Of  our  fire-arms  they  foon  learnt, 
by  fatal  experience,  the  fuperiority 
to  their  own  weapons,  and  thofe 
therefore  they  valued  :  but  our  arts 
and  manufactures  thy  regarded  as 

J  o 

we  regard  the  amufements  and  bau¬ 
bles  of  children  :  hence  the  pro- 
jpenfity  to  theft,  fo  common  among 
other  favage  nations,  was  alto¬ 
gether  unknown  to  the  Charaibes. 

“  The  ardour  which  has  .been 
noticed  in  them  for  military  enter- 
prize,  had  a  powerful  influence  on 
their  whole  conduct.  Engaged  in 
continual  warfare  abroad,  they  fel- 
dom  appeared  chearful  at  home. 
Reflections  on  pall  rnifcarriage,  or 
anxious  fchemes  of  future  achieve¬ 
ment,  Teemed  to  fill  up  many  of 
their  hours,  and  rendered  them  ha¬ 
bitually  thoughtful,  penflve,  and 
filerit.  Love  itfelf,  which  exerts 
its  influence  in  the  frozen  defeats 
of  Iceland,  maintained  but  a  feeble 
dominion  over  the  Charaibes. 
The!  r  infenfibiiity  towards  their  wo¬ 
men,  although  they  allowed  a  plu¬ 
rality  of  wives,  has  been  remarked 
by  many  writers  ;  arid  it  mult  have 
arifen  from  extrinflc.  caufes  ;  from 
the  predominance  of  pamons  flrong 
enough  to  counteract  the  eifeCts  of  a 
climate  which  powerfully  difpoles 
to  voluptuoufnefs,  and  awakens  the 
iriflinCts  of  nature  much  foorier 
than  colder  regions.  The  prevail¬ 
ing  bias  of  their  minds  was  diftin- 
guifhable  even  in  their  pdrioris. 
Though  notfo  tall  as  the  generality 
of  Europeans,  their  frame  was  ro- 
and  mufcular  ;  their  limbs  flex¬ 
ible  and  adtive,  and  there  was  a  pe¬ 
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netrating  quicknefs,  and  a  wildnefs 
in  their  eves,  that  feemed  an  ema- 
nation  from  a  fierce  and  martial 
fpirit.  But,  not  fatisfled  with  the 
vvorkmanfhip  of  nature,  they  called 
in  the  afiiftance  of  art,  to  make 
thCmfelves  more  formidable.  They 
painted  their  faces  and  bodies  with 
arnotto  fo  extravagantly,  that  it 
was  with  difficulty  their  natural 
complexion,  which  was  nearly  that 
of  a  Spanifh  olive,  was  difcover- 
able  under  the  furface  of  crimfon. 
However,  as  this  mode  of  painting 
themfelves  was  praCtifed  by  both 
fexes,  perhaps  it  was  at  firfi  intro¬ 
duced  as  a  defence  againfl:  the  ve- 
nomous  infeCls  fo  common  in  tro¬ 
pical  climates,  or  pofhbly  they  con- 
iidered  the  brilliancy  of  the  colour 
as  highly  ornamental ;  but  the  fnbn 
had  other  methods  cf  deforming 
their  perfons,  which  mere  perver- 
fion  of  tafie  alone,  would  not,  I 
think,  have  induced  them  to  adopt. 
They  disfigured  their  cheeks  with 
deep  incifions  and  hideous  fears, 
which  they  Rained  with  black,  and 
tliev  pairited  white  and  black  cir¬ 
cles  round  their  eyes.  Some  of 
them  perforated  the  cartilage  of  the 
nbftrils,  and  inferted  the  bone  cf 
force  flili,  a  parrot’s  feather,  cr  a 
fragment  cf  tdrtoife-fhell ;  a  fright¬ 
ful  cuftom,  p  radii!  ed  alio  by  the 
natives  of  New  Holland,  and  they 
fining  together  the  teeth  of  Rich 
of  their  enemies  as  they  had  flam  m- 
battle,  arid  wore  them  on  their  legs 
and  arms,  as  trophies  of  fuCcefsful 
cruelty. 

«  To  draw  the  bow  with  uner¬ 
ring  Hull,  to  wield  the  club  with 
dexterity  and  firength,  to  nvira 
with  agility  and  boldnefs,  to  catch 
fifh  and  to  build  a  cottage,  were 
acquirements  of  indifprinflble  rie- 
cefflty,  and  the  education  of  their 
children  was  ivbll  tinted  to  tne  at¬ 
tainment  of  them.  One  rntti.od 
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of  making  their  boys  -fkilful,  even 
in  infancy,  in  the  exercife  of  the 
bow,  was  to  fufpend  their  food  on 
the  branch  of  a  tree,  compelling 
the  hardy  urchins  to  pierce  it  with 
their  arrows,  before  they  could  ob¬ 
tain  permilhon  to  eat :  but  thefe 
were  fubordinate  objefls : — the  Cha- 
raibes  inftrudled  their  youth,  at  the 
fame  time,  in  lefions  of  patience 
and  fortitude  ;  they  endeavoured 
to  infpire  them  with  courage  in 
war,  and  a  contempt  of  danger  and 
death  ;  above  all  things  to  inftil 
into  their  minds  an  hereditary  ha¬ 
tred,  and  implacable  thirft  of  re¬ 
venge  towards  the  Arrowauks.  The 
means  which  they  adopted  for  thefe 
purpofes  were  in  fome  refpedts  fu- 
perftitious,  in  others  cruel  and  de¬ 
ferable. 

44  As  foon  as  a  male  child  was 
brought  into  the  world,  he  was 
fprinkled  with  fome  drops  of  his 
father’s  blood.  The  ceremonies 
ufed  on  this  oecafion  were  fuffici- 
entlv  painful  to  the  father,  but  he 
fubmitted  without  emotion  or  com¬ 
plaint  ;  fondly  believing  that  the 
fame  degree  of  courage  which  he 
had  himlelf  difplayed,  was  by  thefe 
means  tranfmitted  to  his  fon.  As 
the  boy  grew,  he  was  foon  made 
familiar  with  fcenes  of  barbarity ; 
he  partook  of  the  horrid  repafls  of 
his  nation,  and  he  was  frequently 
anointed  with  the  fat  of  a  flaugh- 
tered  Arrowauk ;  but  he  was  not 
allowed  to  participate  in  the  toils 
the  warrior,  and  to  fhare  the 
glories  of  conqueft,  until  his  forti¬ 
tude  had  been  brought  to  the  tefl. 
The  dawn  of  manhood  ufhered  in 
the  hour  of  fevere  trial.  He  was 
now  to  exchange  the  name  he  had 
received  in  his  infancy,  for  one 
more  founding  and  fignificant ;  — 
a  ceremony  of  high  importance  in 
the  hte  of  a  Gharaibe,  but  always 


accompanied  by  a  fcene  of  fero . 
ciousfelfivity  and  unnatural  cruelty, 

44  The  feverities  inflicted  on  fuck 
occafions  by  the  hands  of  fathers; 
on  their  own  children,  exhibit  a 
melancholy  proof  of  the  influence 
of  fuperffition  in  fupprefling  the 
moll  powerful  feelings  of  nature ; 
but  the  practice  was  not  without; 
example.  Plutarch  records  the  pre¬ 
valence  of  a  fimilar  cuftorn  among; 
the  Lacedemonians.  4  At  Sparta,’ 
fays  the  hifloriari,  ‘boys  are  whipped 
4  for  a  whole  day,  oftentimes  to 
4  death,  before  the  altar  of  Diana, 
‘  and  there  is  a  wonderful  emula-; 
‘  tion  among  them  who  beft  can 
4  fuftain  the  greateft  number  of: 
4  {tripes.*  Nor  did  the  Charaibe; 
youth  yield  in  fortitude  to  the 
Spartan.  If  the  feverities  he  fuf- 
tained  extorted  the  lead  fymptoim 
of  weaknefs  from  the  young:  fuf- 
ferer,  he  was  difgraced  for  ever ; 
but  if  he  rofe  fuperior  to  pain,  and 
baffled  the  rage  of  his  perfecutors, 
bv  perfeverance  and  ferenity,  he  re¬ 
ceived  the  higheft  applaufe.  He* 
was  thenceforth  numbered  among 
the  defenders  of  his  country,  and 
it  was  pronounced  by  his  relations; 
and  countrymen,  that  he  was  now  a 
man  like  ime  of  themfelves. 

44  A  penance  Hill  more  fevere, 
and  torments  more  excruciating  ;| 
ftripes,  burning,  and  fuffocation, 
conftituted  a  tell  for  him  who  af- 
pired  to  the  honour  of  leading  forth 
his  countrymen  to  war;  for  in 
times  of  peace  the  Charaibes  ad¬ 
mitted  of  no  fupremacy  but  that  of 
nature.  Having  no  laws,  they 
needed  no  magjftrates.  To  their 
ofd  men  indeed  they  allowed  fome 
kind  of  authority,  but  it  was  at  beft 
ill  defined,  and  mult  at  alj  times 
have  been  infufficient  to  protect 
the  weak  againft  the  ftrong.  In  war, 
however,  experience  had  taught 
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them  that  fubordirration  was  as  re¬ 
quisite  as  courage ;  they  therefore 
elected  their  captains  in  their  ge¬ 
neral  affemblies  with  great  folera- 
nity ;  but,  as  hath  been  obferved, 
they  put  their  pretenfions  to  the 
proof  with  circumftances  of  out¬ 
rageous  barbarity  :  the  recital  how¬ 
ever  is  difgu fling,  and  may  well 
be  fuppreffed. 

u  If  it  appears  flrange  that  where 
fo  little  was  to  be  gained  by  pre¬ 
eminence,  fo  much  fliould  be  fo 
willingly  endured  to  obtain  it,  it 
mull  be  confidered  that,  in  the  ef- 
timation  of  the  candidate,  the  re¬ 
ward  was  doubtlefs  more  than  ade¬ 
quate  to  the  colt  of  the  purchafe. 
If  fuccefs  attended  his  meafures, 
the  feafl  of  the  triumph  awaited  his 
return.  He  exchanged  his  name  a 
fecond  time ;  affuming  in  future 
that  of  the  moll  formidable  Arro- 
wauk  that  had  fallen  by  his  hand. 
He  was  permitted  to  appropriate 
to  himfelf  as  many  of  the  captives 
as  he  thought  fit,  -and  his  country¬ 
men  prefented  to  his  choice  the 
moil  beautiful  of  their  daughters 
in  reward  of  his  valour. 

It  was  probably  this  lafl  men¬ 
tioned  tefrimony  of  public  efteein 
and  gratitude  that  gave  rife  in  tliefe 
iflands  to  the  inflitution  of  po¬ 
lygamy,  which,  as  hath  been  al¬ 
ready  obferved,  prevailed  univer- 
fally  among  them,  and  fill  prevails 
among  the  Charaibes  of  South 
America  ;  an  inflitution  the  more 
excufable,  as  their  women,  from 
religious  motives,  carefully  avoided 
the  nuptial  intercourfe  after  preg¬ 
nancy.  I  am  forry  to  add,  that  the 
condition  of  thefe  poor  creatures 
was  at  the  fame  time  truly  wretched. 
Though  frequently  bellowed  as  the 
prize  of  fuccefsful  courage,  the 
wife  thus  honourably  obtained,  was 
foon  confidered  as  of  as  little  value 
as  The  captive.  Deficient  in  thofe 
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qualities  which  alone  were  efci- 
mable  among  the  Charaibes,  the  fe¬ 
males  were  treated  rattier  as  Haves 
than  companions.  They  fuflainei 
every  fpecies  of  drudgery:  they 
ground  the  maize,  prepared  the  caf- 
favi,  gathered  in  the  cotton,  and 
Wove  the  hamack ;  nor  were  thev 
allowed  even  the  privilege  of  eating 
in  prefence  of  their  hutbands.  Un¬ 
der  all  thefe  cruel  circumftances,  it 
is  not  wonderful  that  they  were 
far  lefs  prolific  than  the  women 
of  Europe.  But  brutality  towards 
their  wives  was  not  peculiar  to  the 
Charaibes.  It  has  prevailed  in  ail 
ages  and  countries  among  the  un¬ 
civilized  part  of  mankind  ;  and  the 
firfl  vifible  proof  that  a  people  is 
emerging  from  favage  manners,  is 
a  difplay  of  tendernefs  towards  the 
female  fex.  .. 

“  Perhaps  a  more  intimate  know¬ 
ledge  (not  now  to  be  obtained) 
would  have  fattened  many  of  the 
fliades  which  thus-  darkened  the 
character  of  thefe  inlanders,  and 
have  difcovered  forne  latent  pro¬ 
perties  in  their  principles  and  con¬ 
duit.  tending  to  leiTen,  though  not 
wholly  to  remove,  the  difguft  wo 
naturally  feel  in  beholding  human 
nature  fo  debafed  and  degraded ; 
but  of  many  particulars  wherein 
curiofity  would  deilre  to  be  grati¬ 
fied,  we  have  not  fufficient  mate¬ 
rials  to  enable  us  to  form  a  full  and 
correct  idea.  W e  know  but  little, 
for  inftance,  concerning  their  do- 
meftic  ceconorny,  their  arts,  manu- 
faltures,  and  agriculture ;  their  fenfe 
of  filial  and  paternal  obligations, 
or  their  religious  rites  and  funeral 
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ceremonies.  Such  further  infor¬ 
mation,  however,  in  thefe  and  other 
refpecls,  as  authorities  the  lea  ft  dis¬ 
putable  afford,  I  have  abridged 
iu  the  following  detached  obfer- 
vatipns. 

“  Befidesthe  ornaments  which  we 
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have  noticed  to  have  been  worn  by 
both  fexes,  the  women,  on  arriving 
at  the  age  of  puberty,  were  diftin- 
guifhed  alfo  by  a  fort  of  bulkin  or 
half  boot,  made  of  cotton,  which 
furrounded  the  fmail  of  each  leg. 
A  diftindfion,  however,  which  fuch 
of  their  females  as  had  been  taken  in 
the  chance  of  war,  dared  not  afpire 
to.  In  other  refpedts,  both  male 
and  female  appeared  as  naked  as 
our  firft  parents  before  the  fall. 
Like  them,  as  they  knew  no  guilt, 
they  knew  no  fhame ;  nor  was 
clothing  thought  neceffary  to  per- 
fonal  comfort,  where  the  chill  blah 
of  winter  was  never  felt. 

44  Their  hair  was  uniformly  of  a 
fhining  black,  ftraight  and  coarfe  ; 
but  they  djefled  it  with  daily  care, 
and  adorned  it  with  great  art ;  the 
men,  in  particular,  decorating  their 
heads  wdth  feathers  of  various  co-' 
lours.  As  their  hair  thus  confti- 
tuted  their  chief  pride,  it  was  an 
unequivocal  proof  of  the  fincerity 
of  their  forrow,  when,  on  the  death 
of  a  relation  or  friend,  they  cut  it 
fliort,  like  their  flaves  and  captives  ; 
to  whom  the  privilege  of  wearing 
long  hair  was  rigoroufly  denied. 
Like  mod;  other  nations  of  the  new 
hemifphere,  they  eradicated  with 
great  nicety,  the  incipient  beard, 
and  all  fuperfluous  hairs  on  their 
bodies  ;  a  circumftance  which  has 
given  rife  to  a  notion  that  all  the 
aborigines  of  America  were  natu¬ 
rally  beardleis.  This  opinion  is 
indeed  countenanced  by  many  re- 
fpedlable  writers  j  but  after  much 
enquiry,  and  tome  inftances  of  ocu¬ 
lar  infpefrion,  I  am  fatis&d  that  it 
is  groundlefs. 

44  The  circumftance  the  moft  re¬ 
markable  concerning  their  perfons, 
was  their  ftrange  pradlice  of  alter¬ 
ing  the  natural  configuration  of  the 
head,  On  the  birth  of  a  child  its 
tender  and  flexible  fkuil  was  con¬ 


fined  between  two  fmail  pieces  of 
wood,  which,  applied  before  and 
behind,  and  firmly  bound  together 
on  each  fide,  elevated  the  forehead, 
and  occafioned  it,  and  the  back 
part  of  the  fkull,  to  refemble  two 
tides  of  a  fquare ;  an  uncouth  and 
frightful -cuftom  fell  obferve'd,  if  I 
am  rightly  informed,  by  the  mife-  1 
rable  remnant  of  Charaibes  in  the 
illand  of  St.  Vincent. 

44  They  reiided  in  villages  whjch 
refembled  an  European  encamp¬ 
ment;  for  their  cabins  were  built 
of  poles  fixed  circularly  in  the 
ground,  and  drawn  to  a  point  at 
the  top.  They  were  then  covered 
with  leaves  of  the  palm-tree.  In 
the  centre  of  each  village  was  a 
building  of  fuperior  magnitude  to 
the  reft.  It  was  formed  with  great 
labour,  and  ferved  as  a  public  hall 
or  ftate-houfe,  wherein  we  are  af- 
fured  that  the  men  (excluding  the  1 
women)  had  their  meals  com¬ 
mon  ;  4  obferving  that  law*  (faith  ( 
the  earl  of  Cumberland,  who  vifited  1 
thefe  ifiands  in  1569)  4  which  in 
4  Lycurgus’s  mouth  was  thought 
‘  ftrange  and  needlefs.’  Thefe  halls 
were  alfo  the  theatres  where  their 
youth  were  animated  to  emulation, 
and  trained  to  martial  enterprise 
by  the  renown  of  their  warriors,  ; 
and  the  harangues  of  their  orators. 

44  Their  arts  and  manufactures, 
though  few,  difplayed  a  degree  of 
ingenuity  which  one  would  have 
fcarcely  expected  to  have  found 
amongft  a  people  fo  little  removed 
from  a  ftate  of  mere  animal  nature, 
as  to  rejedt  all  drefs  as  fuperfluous^  1 
Columbus  obferved  an  abundance  j, 
of  fubftantial  cotton  cloth  in  all 
the  ifiands  which  he  vifited,  and 
the  natives  po  fie  fled  the  art  of  ftain-  . 
ing  it  with  various  colours,  though 
the  Charaibes  delighted  chiefly  irt 
red.  Of  this  cloth  they  made  ham-  j 
mocks,  or '  hanging  beds,  fuch  as 
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are  now  ufed  at  fea ;  for  Europe 
has  not  only  copied  the  pattern, 
but  preferved  aifo  the  original 
name. 

44  They  po  fie  fled  like  wife  the  art 
of  making  veflels  of  clay  for  do- 
meftic  ufes,  which  they  baked  in 
kilns  like  the  potters  in  Europe. 
The  ruins  of  many  of  thefe  kilns 
y^ere  vifible  not  long  fince  iti  Bar- 
badoes,  where  fpecimens  of  the 
manufadhrfe  are  ftill  frequently  dug 
up  ;  and  Mr.  Hughes,  the  hiftorian 
of  that  ifland,  obferves,  that  they 
far  furpafs  the  earthen  ware  made 
by  the  negroes,  in  thinnefs,  fmooth- 
nefs,  and  beauty.  Beftdes  thofe, 
they  invented  various  other  uten- 
fils  for  economical  purpofes,  which 
are  enumerated  by  Labat.  The 
bafkets  which  they-  compofed  of 
the  fibres  of  the  palmeto  leaves, 
were  fingularly  elegant,  and  we  are 
told  that  their  bows  and  arrows, 

|  and  other  weapons,  difplayed  a 
\  neatnefs  and  polilh,  which  the  mo  ft 
fkilful  European  artift  would  have 
found  it  difficult  to  have  excedled, 
even  with  European  tools. 

44  Of  the  nature  and  extent  of 
their  agriculture  the  accounts  are 
ftender  and  unfatisradforv.  We 
are  told  on  good  authority,  that 
among  the  Charaibes  on  the  con¬ 
tinent,  there  was  no  divifion  of 
land,  every  one  cultivating  in  pro¬ 
portion  to  his  exigencies.  Where 
no  criminal  jurifdidtion  is  eftab- 
lifhed,  the  idea  of  private  property 
mu  ft  neceflarilv  be  unknown  or 
imperfect ;  and  in  thefe  Blands, 
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where  land  is  fcarce,  It  .feeins  pro¬ 
bable  that,  as  amcAig  fome  of  the 
tribes  of  South  America,  cultiva¬ 
tion  was  carried  on  by  the  joint  la¬ 
bour  of  each  feparate  community, 
and  their  harvefts  depofited  in  pub¬ 
lic  granaries,  whence  each  family 
received  its  proportion  of  the  pub¬ 
lic  ftock.  Rochefort  indeed  ob¬ 
ferves,  that  all  their  interefts  were 
in  common. 

44  Their  food,  both  vegetable  and 
animal,  excepting  in  the  circum- 
ftance  of  their  eating  human  fiefly 
feems  to  have  been  the  fame,  in 
moft  refpedfs,  as  that  of  the  natives 
of  the  larger  iflands,  which  fh.aH 
be  defcribed  hereafter.  But  al¬ 
though  their  appetites  were  vora¬ 
cious,  they  rejected  many  of  the 
beft  bounties  of  nature.  Of  fome 
animals  they  held  the  fiefti  in  ab¬ 
horrence  ;  thefe  were,  the  ppcary, 
or  Mexican  hog,  the  manati,  or 
fea  cow,  and  the  turtle.  Labat 
obferves,  that  they  fcrupled  like- 
wife  to  eat  the  eel,  which  the  rivers, 
in  leveral  of  the  iflands,  fupply  in 
great  plenty. 

The  ftriking  conformity  of  thefe 
and  fome  ether  of  their  prejudices 
and  cuuomst  to  the  practices  of 
the  jews,  has  not  efcaped  the  no¬ 
tice  of  hiftorians.  But  whether  the 
Charaibes  were  actuated  by  reli¬ 
gious  motives,  in  thus  abftaining 
from  thofe  things  which  many  na- 
tions  account  very  wholefome,  and 
delicious  food,  we  are  no  where  fui- 
ficiently  informed. 
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<fc  A  MONG  nations  whofe  go- 
vernm^nt  is  monarchical, 
the  fupreme  magiftrate  is  exalted  to 
a.  power,  and  invoked  by  titles 
lcarcely  compatible  with  human 
nature ;  while  the  people,  from 
whom  his  authority  originates,  and 
on  whofe  breath  his  exiftence  de¬ 
pends,  are  in  hiflory  regarded  only 
as  fubfervient  to  him.  Their  an¬ 
nals  are  adjufted  and  marked  by 
his  reign,  filled  with  his  public 
tranfadtions  or  fecret  policy ;  <md 
as  every  achievement  is  afcribed 
to  his  aufpices,  it  is  his  life  rather 
than  their  hiflory  that  is  recorded 
for  the  benefit  of  fucceeding  gene¬ 
rations.  From  the  public  tranf- 
aftions,  or  the  dark  and  difhoneft 
intrigues  of  princes,  the  tranfition 
to  the  private  character  of  the 
people  is  grateful;  yet  there  our 
attention  is  drill  irrefiftibly  attracted 
to  the  fovereign,  whofe  example 
either  extends  to  fociety,  or  whofe 
court  is  an  index  to  the  manners, 
cuftoms,  and  tafle  of  the  age. 

<c  It  is  obfervable  that  the  fpirit 
of  a  nation  is  fubjedt  to  frequent 
and  fudden  viciflitudes  ;  that  it 
paffes  from  the  extremes  of  reli¬ 
gious  frenzy,  or  civil  difcord,  to  a 
flate  of  inadtive  and  cold  indiffer¬ 
ence.  The  Englifh,  after  a  long 
interruption,  obtained,  by  the  union 
of  the  rival  rofes,  the  blefiings  of  a 
permanent  government  and  do- 
meflic  concord,  and  were  unwil¬ 
ling  to  forfeit  thefe  by  the  rafli  re¬ 
newal  of  their  former  troubles. 
The  power  o:f  the  nobles  was 
broken,  and  their  numbers  dimi- 
niflied ;  the  policy  of  the  crown 


had  fupprefled  their  retainers  ,* 
war,  or  the  progrefs  of  fociety,  had 
either  deflroyed  or  enfranchifed 
their  bondfmen  ;  nor  were  armies 
ready  to  ftart,  as  formerly,  at  the 
found  of  their  trumpets.  Their 
depreflion,  and  the  difufage  of 
flavery,  produced  a  falutary  altera¬ 
tion  on  the  ranks  of  fociety,  re¬ 
moving  the  materials  as  well  as  the 
caufes  of  future  commotions  ;  but 
on  the  removal  of  thefe,  an  im¬ 
portant  change  is  perceptible  in 
the  fpirit  both  of  the  government 
and  people.  The  regal  power, 
counteracted  hitherto  by  that  of 
the  nobles,  fublifted,  after  the  de¬ 
cline  of  their  influence,  without 
appofltion  and  without  reftraint. 
Government  was  fanguinary,  the 
people  were  paflive,  and  fubmiflive 
to  rapacious  vindictive  tyrants,  at 
whole  pleafure  the  laws  were 
either  fuperfeded  or  perverted. 
The  fcaffold  ftreamed  with  the 
blood  of  the  nobles,  and  the  flames 
of  perfecution  con  fumed  the  reli¬ 
gious  ;  but  the  people  fuffered  with 
patience,  reflgned  the  conftitution 
to  their  monarch,  and  received  as 
their  religion  whatever  his  caprice 
or  his  paflions  might  di&ate. 
Other  nations,  amidfl:  the  remains 
of  chivalry,  (the  force  of  which 
was  not  yet  exhaufled,)  difcovered 
in  their  government  much  of  their 
prefent  moderation  and  lenity ; 
and  the  contemporary  reigns  of 
Charles  and  of  Francis  exhibit  def- 
potic  authority  mitigated  by  re¬ 
finement,  mild  in  its  exercife,  and 
unftkined  by  fanguinary  exertions ; 
of  power,  in  England,  a  tyranni- 
7  "  cal 
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cal  government  argues  a  more  bar¬ 
barous  ftate  of  fociety.  The 
people  were  inured  to  bloodflied 
by  the  civil  wars ;  and  while  their 
own  fecurity  remained  unaftefred, 
beheld  the  fate  of  their  fuperiors 
with  fupine  indifference,  or  per¬ 
haps  with  a  fecret  malignant  plea- 
fure.  Government,  it  is  true,  was 
always  vigilant  to  fupprefs  their 
murmurs  ;  and  Henry  VIII,  con- 
defcended  repeatedly  to  court  their 
affeftions  ;  religious  contefts  ferved 
to  balance  their  hopes  and  their 
fears ;  and  the  religious  parties  in¬ 
to  which  they  were  divided,  ap¬ 
plauded  alternately  every  tyranni¬ 
cal  adtion  of  Henry’s  reign.  Per¬ 
haps  they  efteemed  his  character  ; 
but  theirs  is  marked  by  a  tame  fer¬ 
tility,  unexampled  hitherto  in  the 
finnals  of  England. 

u  Their  manners,  though  com¬ 
paratively  rude,  attained  in  the 
prefent  period  to  conllderable  re¬ 
finement;  of  which,  however,  it  is 
difficult  to  afcertain  the  precife 
degree,  itnpoffible  to  diftinguifh 
the  minute  gradations.  Foreigners 
who  vifited  the  country  have  tranf- 
mitted  a  favourable  report  of  the 
inhabitants ;  and  Polydore  Virgil, 
with  a  vifible  partiality,  pronoun¬ 
ces  that  theirs  refembled  the  Italian 
manners  ;  but  Erafmus  informs  us, 
that  their  manners  participated  of 
thofe  nations  from  whom  they 
.originated,  exhibiting  a  mixture 
neither  fo  refined  as  the  French, 
nor  fo  rude  as  the  German.  The 
fefort  of  foreigners  was  confider- 
able,  and  apparently  acceptable  to 
all  ranks,  the  plebeians  excepted, 
who,  like  their  own  maftiffs,  are 
m  noted  for  their  antipathy  to 
grangers.  The  nobility  and  gen¬ 
tlemen  of  opulence  began  to  travel 
for  improvement  through  Europe, 
to  ftudy  the  languages,  and  acquire 
|  fhe  refinement  of  different  courts ; 


and  this  intercourfe  with  foreigners 
at  home  and  abroad  contributed, 
without  fupplanting,  to  correct 
the  rudenefs  of  the  national  man¬ 
ners.  If  the  character,  however, 
of  a  court  be  a  {famed  from  the 
fovereign,  thefe  manners,  in  the 
court  of  Henry  VII.  mu  ft  have 
been  rude  indeed.  On  arriving 
at  a  village  where  Catherine  of 
Arragon,  after  landing  in  Eng¬ 
land,  was  lodged  for  the  night, 
Henry  was  told  that  the  princefs 
had  already  retired  to  reft ;  but  he 
announced  his  intention  of  vifiting 
her  bed-fide,  obliged  her  to  rife  and 
drefs  to  receive  him,  and  affianced 
her  that  evening  to  his  fon  prince 
Arthur.  Henry  VIII.  affeHed 
more  gallantry,  and  his  court  was 
diftinguillied  by  fuperior  polite- 
nefs ;  but  that  romantic  gallantry, 
which  was  congenial  to  Francis 
and  to  James  IV.  was  adopted 
through  emulation,  and  fat  with  vi¬ 
fible  conftraint  upon  Charles,  who 
difregarded,  and  upon  Henry,  who 
forgot,  his  youthful  profeffions  of 
refpeft  for  the  fair.  His  paffions 
were  impetubus,  his  gallantry  was 
indelicate,  yet  his  character  brave, 
frank,  and  generous,  like  his  grand¬ 
father  Edward,  though,  like  his 
father  Henry,  rapacious  and  jealous, 
attracted  the  nobility,  and  encou¬ 
raged  a  magnificence  unknown  till 
then  in  the  Englifh  court.  The 
nobility,  who  had  formerly  fnunned 
the  court,  unlefs  at  feafons  when 
their  appearance  was  neceffary, 
began  to  frequent  it  in  Henry’s 
reign ;  they  exchanged  their  Soli¬ 
tary  dignity  for  focial  intercourfe, 
exhaufted  their  revenues  in  often- 
tatious  magnificence,  and  while 
their  exiftence  literally  depended 
on  the  fmiles  or  frowns  of  a  ca¬ 
pricious  mafter,  acquired  the  fri¬ 
volous,  the  pleafing  refinements  of 
courtly  manners. 

il  But 
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“  But  the  poliOi  of  courts  is  im¬ 
parted  only  to  a  portion  of  fociety,, 
and  the  refinement  of  the  people 
may  be  e.fti mated  perhaps  by  their 
means  of  improvement,  their  early 
education,  and  doineilic  manners. 
Their  ^education  in  the  prefect 
period  was  extremely  defective. 

j  y 

Schools  were  rare  ;  and  before  the 
Reformation,  young  men  were  edu¬ 
cated  in  monafteries,  women  in 
nunneries ;  where  the  latter  were 
i-oftn.ifi.ed  in  writing,  drawing, 
confectionery,  needle-work,  and, 
what  were  regarded  then  as  female 
accompliihments,  in  phy fie  and 
iurgery.  The  acquifitiohs  of  the 
former  were  confined  to  writing, 
and  a  tindhire  probably  of  barbar¬ 
ous  Latin  ;  but  ignorance. was  frill 
ft)  common,  that  Fitzherbert  re- 
commends,  to  gentlemen' unable  to 
commit  notes  to  writing,  the  prac¬ 
tice  of  notching  a  flick  to  a  (Tift: 
their  memory.  When  -removed 
from  thefe  feininaries  to  the  houfes 
6f  their  parents,  both  fexes  were 
treated  in  a  manner  that  precluded 
improvement.  Perhaps  the  beft 
criterion  of  civilized  fociety  is  the 
free  intercourfe  and  reciprocal  con¬ 
fidence  between  parents  and  their 
offspring  ;  a  fituation  in  which  an 
indulgent  equality  fuperfedes  au¬ 
thority,  and  conciliates  mutual 
elteem  and  affection.  But  dbfn eft- 
tic  manners  were  fevere  and  for¬ 
mal  ;  a  haughty  referve  was  affefted 
by  the  old,  and  an  abjedt  deference 
exadfed  from  the  young.  Sons, 
when  arrived  at  manhood; are  repre^ 
fen  ted  as  Handing.,  uncovered  and 
fi.lent,  in  their  father’s  prefence ; 
and  daughters,  though  women, 
were  placed  like  flat  lie's  at  the  cup¬ 
board  ;  nor  permitted  to  fit,  or.  re- 
pofe  themfeives  otherwife  than  by 
kneeling  on  a  culhion,  till  their 
mother  departed.  Such  auftere 
•manners  were  prevalent  -even  in 


France,  and  peculiar  rather  to  the 
age  than  the  nation  ;  but  the  Eng-< 
li.fh,  I  am  afraid,  difeover  a  latent 
unfeeling  ferocity  in  the  releu tlefs 
rigour  of  their  dometlic  tribunals, 
O.nilftons  were  pu ni  Hied  by  ftripes 
and  blows;  and  chaftifemept  was 
carried  to  fuch  excels,  that  the 
daughters  trembled  at  the  fight  of 
their  mother,  and  the  fans  avoided 
arid  hated  their  father.  Thefe  cir- 
cumftances  indicate  'that  the  man-, 
tiers  of  the  people  were  ceremoni¬ 
ous  and  ftately,  theft*  refinement 
artificial,  adopted  only  in  their  ex¬ 
ternal  intercourfe,  not  habitual,  nor 
retained  to  purify  domeftic  life. 

“  Chivalry,  though  -its  influence 
d ‘[minified  daily,  Hill  fubfifted  as  a 
fp lend ftl  fpeciacle,  fupported  by. 
the  mutual  emulation  of  princes, 
their  enthufiaftic  gallantry,  or  their 
prediledfion  for  arms"  and  exploits 
of  valour.  Francis  and  James  IV. 
imbibed  the  genuine  fpftdt  of  chi¬ 
valry  ;  and  in  an  age  when  craft 
began  to  predominate  in  politics., 
their  conduct  was  often  prepofteip 
bully  adj lifted  by  the  precipitate 
dictates  of  romantic  honour.  The 
ir  troduffion  of  refinement  and  tafte 
in  Scotland  is  aferibed  to  the 
efpoufals  of  James  and  Margaret ; 
but  although  the  people  wer.e  fierce 
and  nntradtable,  the  court  was  po- 
lifhed,  and  the  king,  whofe  de¬ 
portment  during  the  celebration  of 
his  nuptials  was  remarked  and  re¬ 
corded,  difplaved  the  courtefy  of 
an  accompliihed  knight,  and  a  de¬ 
licacy  far  fuperior  to  the  EugHfih 
monarchs.  Henry  VIII.  delighted 
in  chivalry ;  its  fpirit  neither  per¬ 
verted  his  judgment  nor. improved 
his  heart ;  but  its  tournaments  gra¬ 
tified  his  tafte  for  magnificence  and 
his  paffion  for  arms.  On  thefe 
amufements,  in  which  be  engaged 
as  a  conftant  combatant,  his  fa* 
ther’s  treafures  were  profiifely  g.xr 
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pended.  .His  weapons  fometimes 
were  unufual,  at  lead  at  tourneys, 
the  battle-axe  and  two-handed 
fword  ;  but  thefe,  I  fuppofe,  were 
rebated  or  blunted,  as  the  fpears 
were  with  which  the  combatants 
were  furnifhed.  Yet  on  one  occa¬ 
sion  his  life  was  endangered  by  his 
favourite  Brandon,  who  fhivered  a 
fp.ear  on  his  helmet,  without  per¬ 
ceiving  that  his  vizor  was  open, 
and  his  face  expofed  to  a  mortal 
blow.  At  his  interview  with  Fran¬ 
cis  in  the  field  of  the  cloth  of  gold \ 
his  drength  and  dexterity  were 
both  conipieuous,  in  a  tournament 
perhaps  the  moll  fplendid  of  the 
age.  The  two  kings,  who,  with 
fourteen  companions,  had  under¬ 
taken  to  encounter  all  who  chal¬ 
lenged,  entered  the  lids  with  their 
aflidants,  fumptuoudy  arrayed  in 
the  riched  tidu.es ;  and  in  the  pre¬ 
fence  of  their  queens  awaited  the 
appearance  of  thofe  knights  whom 
the  fame  of  their  tournament  was 
fuppofed  to  have  attracted.  Their 
opponents  were  ready,  tvvelv.e> gen¬ 
tlemen  richly  habited.  Francis 
began  ;  and  after  performing  fuc- 
ceilive  courfes,  and  breaking  feve- 
ral  fpears  with  applaufe,  was  fuc- 
ceeded  by  Henry,  who  fhivered 
his  fpear  at  the  firft  encounter ;  at 
the  fecond,  demolifhed  his  antago- 
nid’s  helmet.  Their  judings  were 
continued  for  five  days  with  equal 
fplendour  and  fimilar  fuccefs  j  and 
the  minute  defcriptions  of  the  at¬ 
tire  of  the  knights  and  the  trap¬ 
pings  of  the  horfes,  of  their  quaint 
devices  and  feats  in  arms,  aflure'us 
that  thefe  fpecbicles  were  highly 
eftimated.  The  mock  encounters 
with  princes  appear  at  prefent  un¬ 
important  and  trivial,  as  thofe  of 
the  mimic  monarchs  on  the  dage; 
yet  if  a  fervile  or  brutal  exhibition 
delighted  by  its  maflacre  the  re¬ 
fined  and  rational  nations  of  anti¬ 


quity,  how  fuperior,  as  a  fpcHacle, 
is  the  image  of  war,  where  kings 
and  heroes  are  the  only  comba? 
tacts  ? 

“  Thefe,  infpefled  at  a  didance, 
were  magnificent  times,  yet  diver- 
fifiesd  withal,  when  examined  cfofe- 
Iv,  with  fimplicity  of  manners,  and 
plain nefs  or  penury  in  the  chief 
comforts  of  modern  life.  Marga¬ 
ret,  on  her  marriage  with  James  IV. 
made  her  public  entry  into  Edin¬ 
burgh,  riding  on  a  pillion  behind 
the  king.  The  apartments  of 
Hampton-court  had  been  furnifh¬ 
ed,  on  a  particular  occadon,  each 
with  a  large  candledick,  a  bafon, 
goblet,  and  ewer,  of  diver  ;  yet  the 
furniture  of  Henry’s  chamber,  in¬ 
dependent  of  the  bed  and  cup¬ 
board,  confided  only  of  a  joint- 
dool,  a  pair  of  andirons,  and  a 
fmail  mirror.  The  halls  and 
chambers  of  the  wealthy  were- fur- 
rounded  with  hangings,  fometimes 
with  arras,  and  replenished  with  a 
cupboard,  long  tables,  or  rather 
loofe  boards  placed  upon  tredles, 
forms,  a  chair,  and  a  few  joint- 
dools.  Their/beds  were  appa¬ 
rently  comfortable,  often  elegant; 
but  thofe  of  inferior  condition 
(lept  on  a  mat,  or  a  draw  pallet, 
under  a  rug,  with  a  log  for  a  pil¬ 
low.  Glais  windows  were  con¬ 
fined  to  churches  and  manflons, 
and  carpets  were  only  employed 
to  garnifli  the  cupboard.  The 
floors,  compofed  or  clay,  and  co¬ 
vered  either  with  fand  and  rufhes, 
were  foul  and  loathfome,  collect¬ 
ing  and  retaining  for  twenty  years 
the  offals  of  the  table,  and  the  pu¬ 
trid  excretions  of  does  and  men 
and  Erafmus,  from  whom  this  de- 
fcription  is  taken,  attributes  judly 
to  the  uncleanlinefs  of  the  Englifh, 
the  frequent  and  deflruHive  vifita- 
tions  of  the  plague. 

u  The  morals  are  lefs  flexible 
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titan  the  manners  of  a  people ;  and 
thofe  virtues  that  in  former  ages 
cSiftinguifhed  the  Britifn,  fub lifted 
in  the  prefent  with  little  alteration. 
The  Engliftt  were  generous  and 
brave  as  formerly,  fond  of  war  and 
intrepid  in  danger.  Their  hofpi- 
fcality  continued,  not  indeed  in  its 
former  profufton,  but  corrected  ra¬ 
ther  than  abated  by  the  changes 
produced  on  the  modes  of  life. 
Their  a&'ive  virtues  have  already 
been  enumerated  in  our  former  vo¬ 
lumes,  in  a  manner  that  renders  re¬ 
petition  unneceftary.  Their  pre¬ 
dominant  vices  afford  a  more  copi¬ 
ous  and  ungrateful  fubjeft  ;  for 
the  reformation  detefled  the  profli¬ 
gate  lives  of  the  monks  arid  clergy, 
and  the  eloquence  of  the  pulpit, 
acquiring  from  the  reformers  a 
new  direction  and  additional  vi¬ 
gour,  touched  with  freedom  or 
afperity  the  vices  of  the  people. 

4:C  Ignorance,  a  venial  imperfec¬ 
tion  in  the  laity,  becomes  criminal 
in  thofe  who  profefs  to  teach  or  to 
difcover  the  wav  to  falvation  ;  but 
perhaps  the  ignorance,  formerly 
confpicuous  both  in  the  monaftics 
and  the  fecular  clergy,  diminiftied 
after  the  dawn  of  reformation  and 
letters.  Their  pravity  did  not  di- 
rninilh  however,  but  refilled,  at 
leaft  in  England,  the  cenfures  of 
their  enemies,  and  the  fenfe  of  their 
own  impendent  danger.  The  vifi- 
tations  that  preceded  the  fuppref- 
iion  of  the  monatleries  difcovered, 
if  credit  be  due  to  the~infpe£lors, 
crimes  the  moil  degrading  to  hu¬ 
man  nature.  Hypocritical  fanfiity 
and  holy  frauds  are  congenial  to 
every  monaftic  inftitution  ;  and 
the  counterfeit  relics  impofed  on 
the  vulgar,  or  the  artifices  prac- 
tifed  to  fupport  their  credit,  are  to 
be  regarded  as  the  eftablifhed  trade 
and  profeffton  of  religious  orders. 
Intemperance  is  alfo  to  be  expected 


wherever  afcetics  have  obtained  a 
relaxation  from  rigid  difciplinep 
nor  is  their  guilt  inexpiable,  if,  after 
indulging  in  evening  collations, 
they  affembled  irregularly,  and 
drank  to  matins.  But  the  reports 
are  replete  with  other  crimes  of  a 
deeper  complexion;  the  lewdnefs 
of  the  monks,  the  incontinence  of 
the  nuns,  the  abortions  forcibly 
procured  by  the  latter,  and  the 
monftrous  luffs  which  the  former 
indulged.  The  particulars  would 
ftain  and  difhonour  our  page  ;  yet 
an  hiftorian,  anxious  for  the  dig¬ 
nity  of  human  nature,  might  wifh 
to  believe,  that  the  reports  of  the 
vilitors  wfere  inflamed  by  zeal,  and 
perverted  by  an  interefted  and  ma¬ 
lignant  policy.  It  is.  difficult  to 
. conceive  that  they  would  venture, 
unfupported  by  evidence,  to  ae¬ 
on  (e  a  community  of  crimes  repug¬ 
nant  to  human  nature ;  aud  their 
veracity  feems  to  be  vindicated  by 
their  extreme  folicitnde  to  preferve 
fome  convents  whofe  conduct  was 
exemplary.  But  thefe  crimes  were 
apparently  notorious  ;  nor  is  their 
exiftence  doubtful,  or  the  licen¬ 
tious  lives  of  the  regulars  difput- 
abie,  when  their  debaucheries  had 
already  attrafled  the  papal  indig¬ 
nation,  and  their  crimes  incurred 
the  cenfures  and  menaces  of  Mor¬ 
ton  the  primate.  If,  at  the  com¬ 
mencement  of  this  period,  the 
monks  of  St.  Alban’s  had  begun, 
in  different  convents,  to  d'ffplace 
the  nuns  and  fubftitute  proftitutes, 
it  is  not  probable  that  their  morals 
were  afterwards  improved  or  tfteir 
difcipHne  re-eftabiifhed. 

u  The  monks,  however,  had  a 
merit  in  their  liberal  hofpitality 
and  charity.  Their  tables  were 
open  to  ftrangers,  and,  as  the  cheer, 
was  excellent,  much  frequented  by 
the  neighbouring  gentlemen.  At 
St.  Alban’s,  and  probably  at  other 
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bies,  every  traveller  found  an 
fpitable  reception  for  three  days; 

,d  was  then  permitted,  If  his  con¬ 
n'd  was  fatisfa (Story,  or  his  bud- 
:fs  important,  to  protraCt  his  ftay. 
he  fragments  of  their  luxury  fut- 
(hed  an  exteniive  charity  ;  and 
eir  indulgence  to  their  tenants, 
hofe  rents  were  always  moderate, 
ideared  them  to  the  peafants.  In 
:otland,  where  the  regulars  were 
it,  I  believe,  fo  diffolute,  dmilar 
ffpitality  was  fupported  In  mo- 
tileries ;  and  in  the  abbey  of 
iberbrothwick,  about  nine  thou- 
|nd  bufhels  of  malt  feem  to  have 
beif  annually  expended  in  ale. 
ut  thefe  communities  were  pre- 
idicial,  even  by  their  charities,  to 
te  increafe  of  induftrv  ;  and  their 
iffolution  affures  us  that  the  mold 
enerabie  inftitutions,  however 
inClioned  by  time  pr  fupported 
y  prejudice,  may  be  fuppreffed 
rhen  ufelefs,  without  detriment  or 
anger  to  fociety.  It  is  probable 
lat  forty  thoufand  were  diicharged 
rom  different  religious  houfes ; 
nd  it  is  certain, -that  a  number  fu- 
>erior  to  that  of  the  clergy  at  pre- 
ent  was  ablorbed  with  facility  into 
he.mafs  of  the  people. 

44  From  the  morals  of  the  clergy, 

O  J  / 

he  trandtion  to  thofe  of  the  laity 
s  natural;  and  Henry,  after  dii- 
odging  vice  from  the  eloiders, 
iroceeded,  in  the  fame  drain  of 
eformation,  to  cleanfe  the  flews, 
fhefe  were  a  range  of  buildings  in 
iouthwark,  on  the  banks  of  the 
rhames,  privileged  by  patent  as 
irotheis,  regulated  by  ffatute,  and 
olerated  as  a  neceffary  drain  for 
:orruption,  from  the  reign  of 
Henry  II.  to  the  laft  year  of  Hen- 
y  VIII.  The  wretched  profti- 
:utes  were  then  expelled,  the  dews 
vere  put  down  by  found  of  trum¬ 
pet,  and  their  fuppredion  was  per¬ 
haps- attended  with  more  folenmity 
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than  that  of  the  convents.  Their 
fuppredion  failed  however  to  ex¬ 
tirpate  lewdnefs  ;  and  Latimer, 
whofe  ferrrions  are  replete  with  a 
barbarous  eloquence,  inveighs  bit¬ 
terly  at  its  fubfequent  prevalence  : 

44 .  You  have  put  down  the  dews,’' 
fays  this  rude  declaimer;  44  but 
what  is-  the  matter  amended  ? 
What  availeth  that  ?  Ye  have  but 
changed  the  place,  and  not  taken 
the  whoredom  away.  I  advertife 
you,  in  God’s  name,  to  look  to  it. 

I  hear  fay  there  is  now  more 
whoredom  in  London  than  ever 
there  was  in  the  bank.  There  is 
more  open  whoredom,  more  fhwed 
whoredom.”  The  vices  obnoxi¬ 
ous  to  clerical  cenfures  are  not  al¬ 
ways  pernicious  to  fociety,  nor  is 
their  magnitude  certain,  when 
transmitted  through  the  medium 
of  intemperate  zeal.  But  Lati¬ 
mer’s  propofal,  in  a  court  fermon, 
for  ref  raining  adultery  by  a  capital 
punidiment,  atteds  its  prevalence  ; 
nor  is  any  inferior  infliction  too 
fevere  for  a  crime  that  embitters 
life,  and  corrodes  the  Beared  con¬ 
nections  of  nature;  a  crime,  in  its 
ultimate  confequences,  fubverfive 
either  of  facial  iiltercourfe,  or  pro¬ 
ductive  of  an  utter  relaxation  of 
morals. 

44  The  vices  and  the  follies  pecu¬ 
liar  to  the  age  are  neceffarily  the 
chief  topics  of  pulpit  eloquence ; 
and,  if  credit  were  due  to  this  feT 
vere  reformer,  the  ftatefmen  and 
judges  were  corrupted  by  bribery, 
the  people  profligate,  deditute  ox 
charity,  immerfed  in  vice,  and  de¬ 
voted  to  perdition.  Wherever  go¬ 
vernment  is  arbitrary,  the  admlni- 
dration  of  judice  is  perverted  and 
partial ;  and  judges  fubfervient  to 
regal  influence  are  certainly  not 
acceflible  to  fecret  corruption. 
The  unmeaning  oaths,  to  which  the 
Engiifli  have  in  every  age  been 
J?  '  addiCled, 
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addided,  are  peculiarly  offend  veto 
pious  ears,  and  in  fome  minds  ge¬ 
nerate  a  perfuadon,  that  a  people 
habituated  to  profane  fwearing  are 
difaffeded  to  the  Deity  whofe 
name  they  difhonour,  impervious 
to  religion,  and  infenixble  of  vir¬ 
tue.  It  may  be  obfcrved,  however, 
with  more  propriety,  that  habitual 
fwearing  diminiflies  our  fenfe  of 
the  obligation  attached  to  judicial 
oaths.  Perjury  was  dill  the  predo¬ 
minant  vice  that  tainted  the  morals 
of  every  rank,  and  infeded  even 
the  bread  of  the  fovereign.  Juries 
were  perjured  ;  their  verdids  were 
generally  procured  by  bribery ; 
their  corruption  was  notorious,  and 
encouraged  openly  by  Henry  VII. 
in  the  iniquitous  profecution  of 
his  own  fubjeds.  Princes  claim 
and  obtain  an  exemption  from  vul¬ 
gar  honedy ;  and  that  which  is 
fraud  and  perfidy  in  private  life,  is 
dignified,  in  their  tranfadions,  by 
the  appellation  of  policy  :  yet  the 
reader  mud  obferve,  with  fome  fur- 
prife,  the  repeated  examples  con¬ 
tained  in  this  hidory,  of  princes 
corroborating,  by  mutual  oaths  and 
the  rites  of  religion,  thofe  treaties 
which  they  had  previoutly  deter¬ 
mined  to  frudrate  or  violate/  Their 
treaties  are  at  prefent  neither  more 
permanent  nor  more  fecure  ;  but 
the  intervention  of  oaths  is  wifely 
omitted  as  a  fuperfluous  adjedtion, 
not  obligatory  on  the  lax  morals 
peculiar  to  princes. 

“To  thefe  crimes  may  be  added 
theft  and  robbery,  which  were  dill 
fo  prevalent,  that  twenty-two  thou- 
fand  criminals  are  faid  to  have  been 
executed  by  the  rigid  judice  of 
Henry  VIII.  Robbery  was  feldom 
attended  with  murder,  and  was  pro¬ 
bably  Hill  regarded  as  an  occupa¬ 
tion,  of  which  the  guilt  might  be 
extenuated  by  courage  and  fuccefs. 
Murders  and  affafiinations  are  fre¬ 


quent  however  in  Scottidi  hidor}7 
for  the  people  were  cruel,  fierce, 
and  ungovernable  ;  and,  to  judge  j 
from  the  defperate  crimes  of  the 
nobility,  their  manners  were  neither  : 
more  foftened,  nor  their  paffions  • 
better  controlled  and  regulated. 
But  whatever  be  the  crimes  of  a! 
people,  there  is  in  human  nature  a 
reforming  principle  that  ultimately 
corrects  and  amends  its  degene¬ 
racy  ;  and  hidory  furnidies  re-  -j 
peated  examples  of  nations  palling,  j 
from  even  a  vicious  effeminacy,  to 
an  enthuiiafm  that  regenerates 
every  virtue.  Such  a  change  was 
effected,  in  a  partial  degree,  by  the  • 
reformation ;  which,  recalling  its 
profelytes  from  the  errors  and  a* 
bufes  of  the  Romifli  fuperdition, . 
taught  them  to  renounce  the  difli- 
pation  and  vices  of  the  age,  to  affume 
the  badge  of  fuperior  fandity  and 
more  rigid  virtue,  to  fuller  in  ad* 
verlity  with  patience,  and  to  en-  j 
counter  perfeeution  and  death  with 
fortitude.  Sectaries,  from  the  con* 
dant  circumfpedion  requilite  in  ( 
their  condud,  contract  an  habitual 
and  gloomy  feverity  ;  and  foreign* 
ers,  ever  more  obfervant  than  na¬ 
tives,  difcovered,  in  the  prefent 
period,  fymptoms  of  that  puritani* 
cal  fpirifc  which  at  the  didance  of  a 
century  was  dedined  to  give  liberty 
to  England  and  law  to  kings. 

“  The  reformation  might  refled 
difcredit  on  recent  miracles;  but 
the  period  is  dill  didinguidied  by 
excellive  credulity.  The  adrolo- 
gers  in  1^23,  from  the  approach  of 
eclipfes  and  planetary  conjunc¬ 
tions,  predided  inceffant  rains  and 
dedrudive  inundations :  the  people 
were  alarmed ;  many  retired  to  the 
high  grounds  for  fafety  ;  the  ab- J 
hot  sof  Bartholomew  in  Smithfield 
built  a  houfe,  which  he  dored  with  ' 
provifions,  on  Harrow  of  the  hid;  j 
and  thofe  who  repofed  in  the  promife  j 
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Noah,  were  Hill  apprehensive  of 
partial  inundation,  and  collected 
eal  Sufficient  for  fubfiftence  till 
e  waters  fubfided.  But  the  year 
apfed  with  little  rain,  and  the 
Irologers  redeemed  their  credit  by 
mfeffing  a  miftake  in  their  calcu- 
tions,  of  an  hundred  years.  The 
Formers  probably  were  lefs  credit  - 
us  ;  but,  believing  that  the  pope 
as  antichrist,  they  expected,  as  his 
>wer  was  partly  broken,  the 
ieedy  arrival  of  Chrifl  in  judg- 
ent;  and,  in  every  unufual  ap- 
;arance  of  the  heavens,  perceived, 
ith  a  mixture  of  hope  and  trepi- 
ition,  thofe  Signs  fuppofed  to  an- 
onnee  the  ceffation  of  time,  and 
eftru&ion  of  the  world.  An 
gyptian  experiment,  repeated  by 
lines  IV.  exhibits  the  fuperftiti- 
lus  credulity  of  the  Scots.  Whe- 
ier  to  difeover  the  primitive  lan- 
lage  of  the  human  race,  or  to  af- 
:rtain  the  firft  formation  of  fpeech, 

;  inclofed  two  children  with  a 
imb  attendant  in  Inchkeith,  an 
lin habited  ifiand  of  the  Forth ; 
id  it  was  believed  that  the  chil- 
•en,  on  arriving  at  maturity,  com- 
unicated  their  ideas  in  pure  He- 
"ew,  the  language  of  Faradife. 
u  I  would  mention,  as  an  in- 
nice  of  credulity,  the  belief  of  a 
onftrous  produdtion  of  the  hu- 
anfpecies;  but  the  concurrence 
'  grave  hiflorians  attefls  and  ren- 
:rs  the  fact  indifputabie.  This 
onfter  was  born  in  Scotland,  and 
» appearance  fuggefled  the  idea  of 
dps  fortuitoufiy  conjoined  in  the 
omb,  united  at  the  navel  into  a 
m'mon  trunk,  and  terminating 
low  in  the  limbs  of  a  male,  but 
fparted , above  into  two  bodies, 
ftinft  and  proportioned  in  all 
eir  parts,  each  endued  with  fe- 
rate  members,  and  animated 
ph  by  a  feparate  intelligence, 
teir  fenfations  were  common 


when  excited  in  the  loins  or  infe¬ 
rior  extremities  ;  peculiar  to  one, 
and  unfelt  by  the  other,  when  pro¬ 
duced  on  the  particular  body  of 
either.  Their  perceptions  were 
different,  their  mental  affections 
unconnected,  their  wills  indepen¬ 
dent,  at  times  difeordant,  and  again 
adjufted  by  mutual  conceffion. 
They  received,  by  the  direction  of 
James  IV.  fuch  liberal  education  as 
the  times  afforded  ;  attained  in  mu* 
fic  to  confiderable  proficiency,  and 
acquired  a  competent  knowledge 
of  various  languages.  Their  death 
was  miferable :  at  the  age  of  twenty- 
eight,  the  one  expired ;  and  his 
body  corrupting,  tainted  and  pu- 
trified  his  living  brother* 

a  The  feudal  fyftem  was  pro-' 
dintive,  among  other  prepofferous 
cliffoms,  of  early  marriages,  formed 
without  difparagement  of  rank  or 
birth,  but  without  regard  to  difpa- 
rity  of^ge  or  repugnance  of  fenti- 
rnent.  Vaffals  during  their  ward- 
fill p  were  at  the  abfolute  difpofal 
of  their  lord,  who  literally  fold 
them,  while  minors,  in  marriage  ; 
and  prudent  fathers,  to  fru fixate  his 
rapacity,  were  careful  to  accelerate, 
before  their  death,  the  nuptials  or 
their  offspring.  The  cuftom  ex¬ 
tended  beyond  the  rieceffitv  from 

J  "  j 

which  it  originated;  and  the  death 
of  prince  Arthur  is  to  be  aferibed 
to  the  premature  confummation,  at 
the  age  of  fifteen,  of  his  marriage 
with  Katherine.  When,  on  her 
divorce  from  Henry,  a  proof  of 
that  delicate  circumftance  was  re- 
quifite,  the  opinion  of  two  wit- 
neffes,  the  duke  of  Norfolk  and 
the  earl  of  Shrew fburv,  was  founded 
on  their  own  marriage  at  the  age 
of  prince  Arthur ;  and  it  is  re¬ 
markable  that  Herbert,  the  hiffo- 
rian  of  thefe  tranfadlions,  was  him- 
felf  married  at  the  fame  age,  to  a 
woman  of  twenty.  Chivalry  was 
F  %  the 
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the  feafon  of  romantic  love  ;  yet  as 
mankind  are  actuated  chiefly  by 
jittered,  marriage,  with  few  excep¬ 
tions,  has  in  every  age  been  a  for- 
did  bargain. 

“  The  mode  which  is  dill  pe¬ 
culiar  to  Britain,  of  fainting  ladies, 
appears  to  hare  excited  the  furprife 
of  foreigners  ;  and  Erafmus,  who 
approved  of  it  as  a  laudable  cuftom, 
avers  with  pleafantry,  that  whether 
you  vifit,  depart,  or  return*  whe¬ 
ther  you  ademble  by  concert,  or 
encounter  by  accident,  you  cannot 
dir  in  England  without  an  inter¬ 
change  of  lufeious  kiffes.  An  in- 
terchange  not  io  difintereded  was 
fiipported  at  court,  where,  on  the 
new  year,  the  king  accepted,  from 
.his  nobles  and  clergy,  of  gifts  from 
Eve  to  fifty  pounds,  and  repaid 
them  either  with  finiles  or  occa¬ 
sional  prefents  of  gilt  plate.  On 


folemn  feftivals,  the  king  and  hi; 
nobles  bedowed  each  his  large f; 
on  the  guards  and  attendants,  am 
an  herald  proclaimed  the  differen; 
donations  with  much  folemnity ! 
but  James  IV.  delicately  fupprefied* 
at  his  marriage,  the  mention  of  hi: 
own,  when  his  queen’s  was  pn b 
liflied.  Marriages,  chridenings,  and 
edablifhed  feftivals,  furnidied  fre 
qu-ent  oceadons  for  convivial  inter 
collide;  but  the  gentlemen  ade  de 
feribed  as  ailembling  at  other  time 
in  fields  or  foreds,  with  hawks  an< 
hounds,  and  bugles  fufpended  ii 
dlken  baldricks.  There,  under  th 
pretext  of  hunting,  they  had  oftei 
concerted  rebellions,  or  convoke 
their  military  retainers  to  arms 
and  an  early  datate  of  Henry  VIE" 
dill  prohibits  their  hunting  in  vi 
zors,  or  during  the  darknefs  an 
concealment  of  night.” 


CEREMONY  of  WIDOWS  devoting  themfelves  on  the  FUNERAL 
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'  7  HILE  I  was  purfuing  my 
V  profeflional  labours  in 
Benares,  I  received  information  of 
a  ceremony  which  was  to  take 
place  on  the  banks  of  the  river,  and 
which  greatly  excited  my  curiofity. 
I  had  often  read  and  repeatedly 
heard  of  that  mod  horrid  cudom 
amongd,  perhaps,  the  mod  mild 
and  gentle  of  the  human  race,  the 
Hindoos ;  the  facrifice  of  the  wife 
on  the  death  of  the  hufband,  and 
that  by  a  means  from  which  nature 
feems  to  fhrink  with  the  utrnod 
abhorrence,  by  burning.  Many 
indances  of  this  practice  have  buen 
given  by  travellers ;  thofe  whom  I 
have  met  with,  only  mention  it  as 


taking  place  among  the  bighe 
clades  of  fociety,  whofe  vani 
united  with  fu peril itious  prejudic 
might  have  didlated  the  circun 
dance ;  and  I  confefis  I  could  n 
entertain  any  other  ideas,  when 
obferved  the  theatrical  parade  th 
feemed  to  attend  it.  Mr.  Hoi  we 
in  his  curious  work,  entitled  Hid 
rical  Events  relative  to  India,  th 
accounts  for  this  more  than  inh 
man  pradlice :  “At  the  demife 
the  mortal  part  of  the  Hindoo  gre 
law-giver  and  prophet,  Bramah,! 
wives,  inconfolable  for  his  lofs,  1 
folved  not  to  furvive  him,  and  ( 
fered  themfelves  voluntary  vi&h 
on  his  funeral  pile.  The  wives 
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be  chief  Rajahs,  the  firR  officers  of  - 
he  Rate,  being  unwilling  to  have 
:  thought  that  they  were  deficient 
u  fidelity  and  affefilion,  followed 
he  heroic  example  fet  them  by  the 
rives  of  Bramah.  The  B  Kami  ns,  a 
ribe  then  newly  eftablifhed  by  their 
yeat  legifiator,  pronounced  and 
eciared,  that  the  fpirits  of  thofe 
leroines  immediately  ceafed  from 
heir  tranfmigrations,  and  had  en- 
ered  the  fir  If  boboon  of  purifica- 
ion  :  it  followed,  that  their  wives 
daimed  a  right  of  making  the  fame 
aorifi.ce  of  their  mortal  forms  to 
Bod,  and  the  manes  of  their  de- 
:eafed  huffiands.  The  wives  of 
:verv  Hindoo  caught  the  enthnfiaf- 
ic  (now  pious)  flame.  Thus  the 
teroic  acts  of  a  few  women  brought 
ibout  a  general  cuflom.  The  Bra- 
nins  had  given  it  the  Ramp  of  re- 
igion,  and  infiituted  the  forms  and 
:eremonials  that  were  to  accom- 
)any  the  facrifice,  fubjecR  to  re- 
f  rift  ions,  which  leave  it  a  volu Hi¬ 
lary  adf  of  glory,  piety,  and  forti- 
ilde.”  The-  author  proceeds  to 
fate  expressly,  that  he  has  been  pre¬ 
sent  at  many  of  thefe  facrifices,  and 
oai ticulnrly  and  minutely  records 
)ne  that  happened  on  the  4th  of 
February,  1742-3,  near  to  Coffim- 
atizar,  of  a  young  widow,  between 
feventeen  and  eighteen  years  of  age, 
leaving  at  fo  early  an  age  three 
children.,  two  boys,  and  a  girl;  the 
fideR  he  mentions  as  not  then  being 
four  years  of  age  This  infatuated 
heroine  was  ftrongly  urged  to  live, 
for  the  future  care  of  her  infants; 
but  notwithstanding.  this,  though 
the  agonies  of  death  were  painted 
to.  her  in  the  RrongeR  and  moR 
lively  terms,  file,  with  a  calm  and 
refolved  countenance,  put  her  hu¬ 
ger  into  the  fire,  and  held  it  there  a 
confiderable  time ;  file  then  with 
one  hand  put  fire  in  the  palm  of  the 
other,  fpriukled  incenfe  on  it,  and 


fumigated  the  Bramins.  She  was 
then  given  to  underhand,  by  fome 
of  her  friends,  that  file  would  not 
be  permitted  to  burn  herfeif;  and 
this  intimation  appeared  to  give  her 
deep  affliction  for  a  few  moments  ; 
after  which  file  refolutely  replied, 
that  death  was  in  her  own  power, 
and  that  if  file  was  not  allowed  to 
burn  according  to  4 he  principles 
of  her  call,  file  would  Rarve  her¬ 
feif.  Her  friends  finding  her  thus 
peremptory,  were  obliged  at  laft  to 
content  to  the  dreadful  facrifice  of 
this  lady,  who  was  of  high  rank. 
The  perfon  whom  I  faw  was  of  the 
Bhyfe  (merchant)  tribe  or  cafi ;  a 
clafs  of  people  we  fiiould  naturally 
fuppofe  exempt  from  the  high  and 
impetuous  pride  of  rank,  and  in 
whom  the  natural  defire  to  preferve 
life  fiiould  in  general  predominate, 
undiverted  from  its  proper  courfe 
by  a  profpect  of  poll  humous  fame. 
I  may  add,  that  thefe  niQtives  are 
greatly  ftrengthened  by  the  exemp¬ 
tion  of  this  Uafs  from  that  infamy 
with  which  the  refufal  is  inevitably 
branded  in  their  lupenors.  Up  mi 
my  repairing  to  the  fpot,  on  the 
banks  of  the  river,  where  the  cere¬ 
mony  was  to  take  place,  I  found 
the  body  of  the  man  on  a  bier,  and 
covered  with  linen,  already  brought 
down  and  laid  at  the  edge  of  the 
river.  At  this  time,  about  ten  in 
the  morning,  only  a  few  people 
were  afiembied,  who  appeared  de- 
fiitute  of  feeling  at  the  catafirophe 
that  was  to  take  place  ;  I  may  even 
fay  that  they  difplayed  the  ITi  o  It 
perfect  apathy  and  indifference. 
After  waiting  a  confiderable  time, 
the  wife  appeared,  attended  by  the 
bramins,  and  mufic,  with  fome  few 
relations.  The  proceffion  was  flow 
and  folenin  ;  the  vifilim  moved 
with  a  Ready  and  firm  Rep ;  and, 
apparently  with  a  perfect  compo- 
fure  of  countenance,  approached 
F  x  dole 
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clofe  to  the  body  of  her  hufband, 
where  for  fome  time  they  halted. 
She  then  addrefled  thofe  who  were 
near  her,  with  compofure,  and  with¬ 
out  the  lead  trepidation  of  voice  or 
change  of  countenance.  She  held 
in  her  left  hand  a  cocoa  nut,  in 
which  was  a  red  colour  mixed  up, 
and  dipping  in  it  the  fore- finger  of 
her  right  hand,  fhe  marked  thofe 
near  her,  to  whom  fhe  wiflied  to 
fhew  the  lad  act  of  attention.  As 
at  this  time  I  flood  clofe  to  her, 
file  obferved  me  attentively,  and 
with  the  colour  marked  me  on  the 
forehead.  She  might  be  about 
twenty-four  or  fi*re  years  of  age,  a 
time  of  life  when  the  bloom  of 
beauty  has  generally  fled  the  cheek 
in  India;  but  Hill  fhe  preferved  a 
fufficient-  fliare  to  prove  that  file 
muft  have  been  handfome  ’  her 
figure  was  fmall,  but  elegantly 
turned  ;  and  the  form  of  her  hands 
and  arms  was  particularly  beautiful. 
Her  drefs  was  a  loofe  robe  of  white 
flowing  drapery,  that  extended  from 
her  head  to  the  feet.  The  place  of 
facrifice  was  higher  up  on  the  bank 
of  the  river,  a  hundred  yards  or 
more  from  the  fpot  where  we  now 
flood.  The  pile  was  compofed  of 
dried  branches,  leaves,  and  rufhes, 
with  a  door  on  one  fide,  and  arched 
and  covered  on  the  top  :  by  the  fide 
of  the  door  flood  a  man  with  a 
lighted  brand.  From  the  time  the 
woman  appeared,  to  the  taking  up 
of  She  body  to  convey  it  into  the 
pile,  might  occupy  a  fpace  of  half 
an  hour,  which  was  employed  in 
prayer  with  the  bramins,  in  atten¬ 
tions  to  thofe  who  flood  near  her, 
and  converfation  with  her  relations. 
When,, the  body  was  taken  up,  fhe 
followed  clofe  to  it,  attended  by  the 
chief  bramin  ;  ynd  when  it  was  de- 
polited  in  the  pile,  file  bowed  to  all 


around  her,  and  entered  withoul 
fpeaking,  The  moment  file  eni 
tered,  the  door  was  clofed  ;  the  fin 
was  put  to  the  combuflibles,  whicl 
inflantiy  flamed,  and  immenfe  quan- 
tities  of  dried  wood  and  other  mat¬ 
ters  were  thrown  upon  it.  .Thy 
laft  part  of  the  ceremony  was  ac¬ 
companied  with  the  fhouts  of  thy 
multitude,  who  now  became  nui 
merous,  and  the  whole  feemed  i 
mafs  of  'confufed  rejoicing.  Fot 
my  part,  I  felt  myfelf -adluated  b) 
very  diiferent  fentiments  :  the  even! 
that  I  had  been  witnefs  to  was  fuch 
that  the  minuted  circumflance  at 
tending  it  could  not  be  erafed  from 

O 

my  memory ;  and  when  the  m£-j 
lancholy  which  had  overwhelmed: 
me  was  fomewhat  abated,  I  made  i 
drawing  of  the  fubjeft ;  and  from  a 
picture  fince  painted,  the  annexed! 
plate  was  engraved. 

u  In  other  parts  of  India,  as  the 
Carnatic,  this  dreadful  cuftom  is 
accompanied  in  the  execution  ol 
it  with  dill  greater  horror.  It  is* 
aflbrted,  that  they  dig  a  pit,  in  which 
is  depofited  a  large  quantity  of 
combudible  matter,  which  is  fet  on; 
fire,  and  the  body  being  let  down,; 
the  victim  throws  herfeif  into  the 
flaming  mafs.  In  other  places,  a 
pile  is  raifed  extremely  high,  and 
the  body  with  the  wife  is  placed 
upon  it,  and  the  whole  is  fet  on! 
fire.  Whatever  is  the  means,  rea-; 
fon  and  nature  fo  revolt  at  the  idea,; 
that,  were  it  not  a  well-known  and 
well-authenticated  circumflance,  it 
would  hardly  obtain  credit.  In 
truth,  I  cannot  but  confefs,  that 
fome  decree  of  incredulity  was  min- 
gled  with  curioflty  on  this  oc cation ;] 
and  the  defire  of  afcertaining  fo! 
extraordinary  a  fa£t  was  my  greatefb 
inducement  to  be  a  fpeTatorT  ’ 


account; 
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BAUGLEPOOR,  and  of  their  ANNUAL  SACRIFICE. 

[From  the  fame  Work.] 


SOON  after  the  departure  of 
the  gentlemen  with  the  go- 
rnor  general,  about  the  end  of 
nuary,  Mr.  Cleveland  propofed 
me  to  accompany  him  through 
Dart  of  the  difirict  into  the  hills, 
which  I  readily  acceded;  and 
rly  in  February  we  fet  out  on  a 
ur  through  a  part  of  the  country 
lied  the  Jungleterry,  to  the 
ffiward  of  Bauglepoor.  This  jn- 
•ior  part  of  the  country  confiffs 
much  wood,  intermixed  with 
Itivated  ground,  and  many  vil- 
^es,  chiefly  inhabited  by  hufband- 
m.  Among  others,  I  could  not 
t  notice  the  village  of  Barkope, 
jacent  to  which  are  many  hills, 
ing  almoll  to  the  confequence 
mountains,  and  every  one  of 
;m  is  infulated  by  the  plain 
untry.  The  appearance  of  this 
rt  of  the  country  is  very  lingu- 
•,  having  immenfe  malfes  of  hone 
ied  one  on  another;  from  the 
erftices  of  which  grew  very 
ge  timber  trees,  in  fome  places 
erfnadowing  the  whole  of  the 
cks  *  the  trees  are  of  various 
ads.  In  many  of  thefe  rocks  I 
.ind  the  teek,  a  timber  rtmark- 
le  for  its  hardnefs  and  fize;  and 
is  accompanied  with  the  mango, 
lefs  remarkable  for  its  foftnefs, 
d  which  produces  the  fine  fruit 
that  name.  The  tamarind  and 
ler  trees  are  alfo  produced  here. 

1  fome  of  the  hi  shelf  of  thefe 

O  t 

Is  I  obferved  durgaws,  or  burial 
ices,  with  little  chapels  annexed, 
longing  to  the  Muflulmans. 
u  In  the  courfe  of  our  journey, 
r.  Cleveland  received  an  invita- 
n  from  fome  principal  hill 


chiefs,  to  the  ceremony  of  an  an¬ 
nual  Sacrifice,  which  he  accepted  ; 
and  after  the  bufinefs  was  execut¬ 
ed  which  brought  him  into  this 
part  of  his  dilfridf,  we  proceeded 
to  the  village  on  the  mountain 
where  the  ceremony  was  to  take 
place.  The  people  from,  whom 
Mr.  Cleveland  had  received  the 
invitation,  refide  in  a  range  of  hills 
which  lie  to  the  fouth  and  to  the. 
weftward  of  Bauglepoor,  extending 
fouth  to  the  back  of  Rajemahel. 
It  has  been  conjedured  by  fome 
(how  well  founded  I  know  not) 
that  this  people  are  the  aboriginal 
natives  of  the  country.  They 
have  manners  certainly  different 
from  the  Hindoos,  being  neither 
divided  into  calls  nor  tribes,  and 
eating  of  every  fpecies  of  provifion, 
which  the  followers  of  Brama'h 
cannot,  as  they  are  limited  in  this 
article  according  to  their  calf.  As 
it  is  extremely  difficult  to  decide  on 
the  claims  of  different  tribes  to  an¬ 
tiquity,  I  could  not  help  fufpecf- 
ing  that  thefe  may  have  been  for¬ 
merly  no  other  than  the  outcalfs 
from  the  Hindoo  tribes,  who,  after 
having  been  driven  out,  formed 
themfelves  into  focietv,  and  taking 
poll  in  the  more  mountainous 
parts  to  prevent  being  furprifed, 
have  occalionally  illiied  to  commit 
depredations  on  the  defencelefs 
people  in  the  plains.  On  this  ac¬ 
count,  indeed,  they  became  fo  for¬ 
midable,  that  the  Hindoo,  Moor- 
ifli,  and  afterwards  the  Englilh  go¬ 
vernments,  have  at  all  times  been 
under  the  neceflity  of  lfationing 
troops,  to  check  their  inroads. 
Like  thofe  of  all  other  favages, 
F  4  their 
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their  incurftons  have  been  merely 
predatory,  and  what  they  feize  is 
by  furprize.  They  generally  en¬ 
tered  the  villages  at  night,  and 
murdering  the  hufbandmen,  drove 
off  the  cattle,  aq-d  then  fecured 
themfelves  in  their  faftnefres  in  the 
hills.  As  they  were  only  armed 
with  bows  and  arrows  and  a  fabre, 
they  were  unable  either  to  attack 
or  to  withftand  regular  troops  with 
fire  arms.  By  lying  in  wait  like  a 
tyger  in  the  woods,  they  frequently 
cut  off  the  folitary  traveller,  or 
firagglers  from  parties  which  had 
been  frnt  to  chaftife  them — nor 
could  they,  at  any  time,  be  induced 
to  reform  from  their  horrid  prac¬ 
tices,  bv  the  moft  vigorous  exer¬ 
tions  of  the  military  again!!  them, 
until  the  time  Mr.  Cleveland  was 
placed  at  the  head  of  the  diftricft, 
whofe  judgment  fuggeiled  a  plan, 
which,  a  !hort  time  afterwards,  was 
carried  into  effedf  with  the  happieft 
fuccefs. 

It  was  the  humanity  of  that 

j 

gentleman,  added  to  the  deiire  of 
improving  the  revenue  of  this  part 
of  his  diiirift  for  the  Company’s 
benefit,  that  induced  him  to  ven¬ 
ture  into  the  hills,  alone  and  un¬ 
armed,  where  he  convened  feme 
of  the  principal  chiefs;  and  after 
the  ful left  afturance  of  his  moft 
peaceable  intentions  and  good-will 
towards  them,  lie  invited  them  to 
vifit  him  at  his  refidence  at  Baugle- 
poor.  The  confidence  which  he 
manifefted  in  their  honour,  by 
trufting  to  it  for  his  perfpn- 
al  fafety,  effe finally  gained  their 
efteem,  and  fome  time  after  a  depu¬ 
tation  of  their  chiefs  waited  on 
him,  By  a  variety  of  attentions, 
by  little  preheats,  and  a£is  of  per¬ 
sonal  kindnefs,  lie  fo  fubdued  their 


to  their  families  and  their  people,1 
the  whole  body  hecame  earned:  to 
be  perfonally  introduced  to  this 
humane  and  benevolent  ft  ranger, 
Mr,  Cleveland  had  by  this  time? 
digefteu  his  plan,  which  he  brought 
forwards  by  degrees,  and  whatever 
he  propofed  they  inftantly  agreed 
to.  He  fent  prefents  to  their 
wives,  and  wherever  he  faw  he  ca- 
rCfted  their  children,  decorating 
them  with  beads ;  and  to  theii 
chiefs  he  prefented  medals,  as  a 
mark  of  his  friendship,  and  as  a  re¬ 
ward  for  their  improving  civilizai 
tion.  At  length,  when  he  forme 
them  prepared  for  the  accompliili 
ment  of  his  plan,  he  ordered  cloatln 
to  be  made,  like  thofe  of  the  Sea, 
poys  in  the  Company’s  fervice,.  fo: 
a  few,  he  furnifhed  them  with  fire 
locks,  and  they  became  regular  hi 
drifted.  Vain  of  their  newly-ac 
quired  knowledge,  thefs  new  ioi, 
diers  foon  imparted  the  enthufiafn 
to  the  reft  of  the  nation,  wh< 
earneftly  petitioned  for  the  fam 
diftindlion.  Thus,  at  their  owi 
requeft,  a  battalion  was  formed  foj 
the  preservation  of  good  order  ;  an 
in  lefs  than  two  years,  he  had 
fine  corps  of  thefe  people  emboi 
died,  for  the  exprefs  pnrpofe  c| 
preferving  from  injury  the  verj 
country  that  had  for  centuries  bd 
fore  been  the  feene  cf  their  deprej 
datiou’i,  A  camp  was  formed  fei 
a  corps  of  a  thoufand  men,  threjj 
miles  from  Bauglepoor,  where  tlieij 
families  reftd^d  with  them,  anj 
where  ftrifr  military  difeipline  w<| 
obferved.  Thus  the  ingenuib 
addrefs,  and  humanity,  of  one  ma 
eifedted,  in  the'fpace  of  ljttle  moi 
than  two  years,-  more  than  coul 
even  have  been  hoped  for  from  til 
utmoft  exertions  of  military  i< 


ferocious  f'pirits,  that  they  pro- 
mi  fed  to  defift  entirely  from  their 
ufual  depreciations  ;  and  returning 


verity. 

u  After  leaving  the  village  t 
Barkope,  whiefti  is  nearly  in  d 

cent- 

f 


in.  the  Neighbourhood  of  Bauglepoor.  [qfi] 

centre  of  the  Jungleterry,  and  tra-  of  time,  to  the  place  of  rendez- 
velling  through  the  flat  country,  vous. 

crofting  a  fmall  river,  we  entered  “  The  people  had  purchafed  a 
the  hills,  which  are  covered  with  fine  large  butfaloe,  which  they  had 


wood,  and  from  the  fummits  of 
feveral,  had  beautiful  and  exten- 
five  profpefls,  moftly  diverfined 
by  the ‘meandering  of  the  Ganges, 
and  by  the  varied  face  of  the  coun¬ 
try,  to  a  great  extent,  from  the 
eaftern  fhore. 

44  Though  the  fpace  which  we 
travelled  in  this  route  was  not 
great,  the  Terpentine  road,  the 
ciofenefs  of  the  woods,  and,  in 
many  places,  the  extreme  fteepnefs 
of  the  hills,  occafioned  conftder- 
able  fatigue.  On  the  fecond  day 
of  our  journey,  we  arrived  at  the 
village  on  the  hill,  where  the  cere¬ 
mony  was  to  take  place  :  here  Mr. 
Cleveland  was  received  with  every 
mark  of  refpeff  and  affeffion  by 
the  chiefs,  who  were  already  afiem- 
t>led  ;  and  even  the  women  and  the 
children  contended  who  fhould  be 
the  mod  forward  in  exprefling 
tlieir  regard. 

■  “  They  had  built  a  fmall  open 
hut  in  the  village,  purpofely  for  his 
reception,  and  the  following  morn¬ 
ing  every  perfon  in  the  neighbour¬ 
hood  was  collected  to  be  prefent  at 
the  annual  facrifice, 

“  The  ceremony  took  place 
about  nine  o’clock.  Before  a  fmall 
hut,  and  about  fix  feet  from  the 
ground,  was  raifed  a  kind  of  altar 
made  of  bamboos.  The  grand  fa- 
'crifice  was  preceded  by  the  decol¬ 
lation  of  a  kid  and  a  cock,  tne 
heads  of  which  were  thrown  upon 
the  altar,  and  there  remained : 
little  attention  however  was  paid 
to  this  part  of  the  ceremony  by 
any  of  the  party  prefent.  An  hour 
or  more  afterwards,  we  were  ap¬ 
prised  that  the  principal  rite  was 
about  to  be  performed,  and  we  re¬ 
paired  in  conference,  without  lof§ 


fattened,  and  were  now  dragging 
with  ropes,  by  the  horns,  towards 
the  fpot  where  the  kid  and  the 
cock  had  been  already  facrificed. 
The  animal  was  brought  with 
much  difficulty  to  the  place  of  fa¬ 
crifice,  where  the  chief  of  the  vil¬ 
lage  attended  :  he  was  perfectly 
naked,  except  a  cloth  round  his 
middle,  and  held  a  large  and  bright 
fabre  in  his  hand.  The  place 
round  the  altar  was  foon  crowded 
with  people;  men,  women,  and 
children  attended,  and  the  young 
men  were  all  perfectly  naked.  To 
prevent  the  efcape  of  the  animal, 
they  firft  ham-ftringed  him,  and 
then  began  the  dreadful  operation. 
The  chief  flood  on  the  left  fide  of 
the  animal,  and  with  his  fabre 
linking  the  upper  part  of  the  neck, 
near  to  the  Ihoulder,  mu  ft  have 
given  exquifite  pain  to  the  poor 
animal,,  who  exprefled  it  with 
great  violence,  by  writhing,  bel¬ 
lowing,  and  ftrnggling  with  thole 
that  held  him;  indeed,  their  ut- 
moli  exertions  were  fcarcely  fuf- 
ficient  to  prevent  him  from  break¬ 
ing  away.  This  horrid  bufinefs 
continued  for  the  fpace  of  more 
than  a  quarter  of  an  hour,  before 
the  fpine  of  the  neck  was  cut 
through.  When  the  animal  fell, 
the  Melchifedeck  of  the  day  li’dl 
continued  his  work,  and  it  was 
lome  time  before  the  head  was 
Der.fe.6ilv  feparated  from  the  body. 
Previous  to  the  la  ft  ftroke,  he 
paufed,  and  an  univerfal  lilence 
reigned:  when  this  was  given,  he 
ftood  phrfeftly  -ereft,  and,  by  raif- 
jno-  the  arm  which  held  the  fabre 
to  the  utmoft  extenlion,  feemed  to 
o'ive  the  fignal  to  the1  multitude, 
who  rulhed  in,  and  began  fcooping 

vp 
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tip  the  blood  of  the  animal,  which 
had  liberally  flowed  from  him  on 
the  ground.  This  they  drank  up, 
mixed  as  it  was  with  the  duft  and 
foam,  and  befmeared  each  other 
with  their  hands.  Bodies  of  them 
rufhed  over  bodies,  and  rolling  in 
eon fn fed  heaps,  they  appeared  like 
an  alfemblage  of  demons  or  bac¬ 
chanals  in  their  mofi  frantic  mo¬ 
ments.  The  body  was  next  cut  to 
iee.es,  and  devoured ;  the  head, 
owever,  was  referved,  as  thofe  of 
the  kid  and  the  cock;  fo  various 
are  men  in  their  conceptions  con¬ 
cerning  what  may  be  moft  accept¬ 
able  to  the  Deity,  After  the  com¬ 
pletion  of  this  facrifice,  they  re¬ 
tired  to  their  feveral  habitations  in 

\ 


parties,  and  began  the  rejoicing  af 
the  day,  which,  indeed,  was  der 
voted  to  univerfal  revelling  ^nd 
ihtoxication  ;  and  I  could  have 
wiflied,  for  the  honour  of  the  fair 
fex,  that  thefe  latter  excefles  had 
been  confined  to  the  men.  After 
the  rites  of  Bacchus  had  far  ex¬ 
ceeded  the  bounds  of  temperance, 
thofe  who  were  capable  of  fu flam¬ 
ing  an  eredl  pofltion,  began  dam 
cing,  men  and  women  promifl- 
cuoufly ;  others,  in  parties,  roared 
out  their  extravagant  joy  in  fuch 
Brains,  as  may  be  fupppfed  adapted 
to  the  preflent  Bate  of  the  perform¬ 
ers  ;  and  the  night  concluded  with 
a  dead  filence.’> 
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44  TT  is  much  lefs  difficult  an^t  dan- 
j[  gerousto  defcribethe  character 
of  the  dead  than  of  the  living  ;  but 
in  fo  great  a  variety  as  the  inhabit¬ 
ants  of  a  whole  Bate,  there  cannot 
but  be  fome  general  traits  which 
all  muB  allow  to  be  juB ;  and 
which,  however  difagreeable  if 
applied  particularly,  yet  will  not 
be  difrelifned  by  any,  when  de¬ 
livered  only  in  general  terms.  It 

J  o 

is  not  my  wifli  to  exaggerate  either 
the  virtues  or  defeats  of  my  coun¬ 
trymen  ;  but  as  an  American,  I 
have  a  right  to  fpeak  the  truth 
'concerning  them,  if  my  language 
be  within  the  limits  of  decency. 

“  The  genius  and  character  of  a 
community  are  in  fome  meafu re 

J 

influenced  by  their  government 

J  O 

and  political  connexions.  Before 
the  Revolution,  the  people  of  the 


different  parts  of  New-Hampfhire. 
had  but  little  connexion  with  each 
other,  Th.e,v  might  have  been  di- 

v  O  1 

vided  into  three  clafles  ;  thofe  of 
the  old  towns,  and  th,e  emigrants 
from  them  ;  thofe  on  the  fouth-? 
ern  border,  moB  of  whom  were 
emigrants  from  Mafiachufetts  ;  and 
thofe  on  Connecticut  river,  who 
came  chiefly  from  Connecticut.  ; 

j 

u  Of  the  firB  ciafs  the  p-eople 
might  be  fubdivided  into  thofe  . 
who,  having  been  trained  in  fub- 
jeCtion  to  crown  officers,  were 
expectants  of  favours  from  go- . 
vernment,  and  ready  to  promote, 
the  views  of  the  arifiocracy ;  and 
thofe  who,  from  principle  or  habit, 
were  in  oppofition  to  thofe  views.  : 
A  long,  and  intimate  connection 
with  Mafiachufetts,  both  ip  peace 
and  war,  kept  alive  a  democratic  t 

principle  ; 
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principle;  which,  though  it  met 
with  the  frowns  of  men  in  office, 
yet,  when  excited  to  adtion,  could 
not  be  controlled  by  their, autho¬ 
rity.  The  people  of  the  fecond 
clafs  were  naturally  attached  to 
MatTachnfetts,  whence  they  origi¬ 
nated,  and  where  *  they  were  con¬ 
nected' in  trade.  Some  towns  had 
fuffered  by  the  interference  of 
grants  made  by  both  governments, 
2nd  by  c.ontroverfies  concerning 
the  line  ;  which  gave  birth  to  law- 
fuits,  carried  on  with  great  acri¬ 
mony  and  expence  for  many  years, 
Thofe  of  the  third  clafs  brought 
with  them  an  affedtion  and  refpedt 
for  the  colony  whence  they  emi¬ 
grated,  and  where  the  democratic 
principle  had  always  prevailed. 
They  entertained  an  inferior  idea 
of  the  people  in  the  maritime  parts 
of  the  ftate ;  whilft  thefe  in  return 
looked  with  an  envious  eye  on 
thofe  emigrants  to  whom  were  fold 
the  lands  which  had  been  promifed 
;  to  be  given  to  them  as  a  reward  for 
the  exertions  and  fufferings  ot 
their  parents  and  themfelves  in  de¬ 
fending  the  country  againii  its  ene¬ 
mies. 

44  Another  fource  of  difunion  was 
the  unequal  reprefentation  of  the 
people  in  the  general  afiembly. 
As  late  as  the  year  1773,  of  one 
hundred  and  forty-feven  towns, 
foiity-fix  only  were  reprefented,  by 
thirty-four  members ;  and  feveral 
towras  were  claiTed,  two  or  three 
together,  for  the  choice  of  one. 
The  towns  of  Nottingham  and 
Concord,  though  full  of  people, 
and  of  above  forty  years  handing, 
had  not  once  been  admitted  to  the 
privilege  of  reprefentation ;  and 
this  was  the  cafe  with  many  other 
towns  ;  which,  though  not  of  fo 
long  fettiement,  yet  contained  more 
inhabitants  than  feme  others,  which 
had  always  enjoyed  the  privilege. 


No  uniform  fydem  of  reprefenta¬ 
tion  had  been  adopted.  None 
could  be  eftablifhed  by  law,  be- 
caufe  it  w7as  claimed  by  the  gover¬ 
nor  as  part  of  the  royal  preroga¬ 
tive  to  call  representatives  from 
new  towns ;  and  this  prerogati  ve 
was  exercifed  without  any  regard 
to  the  rights,  the  petitions,  or  the 
fentiments  of  the  people. 

44  Before  the  year  1771,  the  pro¬ 
vince  was  not  divided  into  coun¬ 
ties  ;  but  every  caufe  from  even 
the  moil  remote  parts  was  brought 
to  Portfmouth,  where  the  courts 
we r£  held,  and  the  public  offices 
were  filled  by  a  few  men,  moil  of 
whom  were  either  members  of  the 
council,  or  devoted  to  the  interefl 
of  the  governor,  or  perfonaliy  re¬ 
lated  to  him.  In  the  adminiffira- 
tion  of  juftice,  frequent  complaints 
were  made  of  partiality.  Parties 
were  fometimes  heard  out  of  court, 
and  the  pradtice  of  watering  the 
jury  was  familiarly  known  to  thofe 
perfons  who  had  much  bufinefs  hi 
the  Law.  The  dernier  refort  was 
to  a  court  of  appeals,  confiding 
of  the  governor  and  council ;  of 
whom  feven  were  a  quorum,  and 
four  a  majority.  Here  the  final 
fentence  was  often  palled  by  the 
fame  perfons  who  had  been  con¬ 
cerned  in  the  former  decifions ; 
unlefs  the  caufe  were  of  fuch  va¬ 
lue  as  to  admit  of  an  appeal  to  the 
king  in  council.  During  the  ad- 
miniftration  of  the  laft  governor, 
fome  of  thefe  fources  of  difaffec- 
tion  were  removed  ;  but  others  re¬ 
mained,  for  an  experiment,  whether 
a  cure  could  be  effected  by  a 
change  of  government. 

44  The  revolution,  which  called 
the  democratic  power  into  adliop, 
lias  repreffed  the  ariftocratic  ipiriu 
The  honors  and  emoluments  of 
office  ace  more  generally  diffufed  ; 
the  people  enjby  more  equal  privi¬ 
leges  ; 
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leges;  and,  after  a  long  diflenfion, 
are  better  united.  Government  is 
a  fcience,  and  requires  education 
and  information,  as  well  as  judg¬ 
ment  and  prudence.  Indeed  there 
are  fome  who  have  Struggled 
through  all  the  difadvantages  arif- 

1112  from  the  want  of  earlv  educa- 

#  •* 

tion,  and  by  force  of  native  genius 
and  induftry,  have  acquired  thofe 
qualifications  which  have  enabled 
them  to  render  eminent  fervice  to 
the  community  ;  and  there  are  o- 
tliers  who  have  been  favoured  with 
early  education*  and  have  im¬ 
proved  their  'opportunity  to  good 
purpofe.  Notwithdanding  which, 
the  deficiency  of  perfons  qualified 
for  the  various  departments  in  go¬ 
vernment  has  been  much  regret¬ 
ted,  and  bv  none  more  than  by 
thofe  few,  who  know  how  public 
btifinefs  ought  to  be  donclu&ed. 
This  deficiency  is  daily  decreafino; ; 
the  means  of  knowledge  are  ex¬ 
tending  ;  prejudices  are  wearing 
away,  and  the  political  character  of 
the  people  is  manifeftly  improv¬ 
ing.  .  ; 

u  But  however  late  the  inhabitants 
of  New-Hampdiire  may  be  in  po¬ 
litical  improvement ;  yet  they  have 
long  pofieiied  other  valuable  qua¬ 
lities  which  have  rendered  them 
an  important  branch  of  the  Ameri¬ 
can  Union,  Firmnefs  of  nerve,  pa¬ 
tience  in  fatigue,  intrepidity  in 
danger,  and  aiertnefs  in  afifion,  are 
to  be  numbered  among  their  native 
and  elfential  charadt Bridies. 

44  Men  who  are  concerned  in  tra¬ 
velling,  hunting,  cutting  timber, 

.  making  roads  and  other  employ¬ 
ments  in  the  foreft,  are  inured  to 
hardships.  They  frequently  lie  out 
in  the  woods  feveral  days  or  weeks 
together,  in  all  feafons  of  the  year. 
A  hut,  compofed  of  poles  and  bark, 
fu ffices  them  for  flielter;  and  on 
the  opeti  fide  of  it,  a  large  fire  fe- 


cures  them  from  the  fe  verity  of  the 
weather.  Wrapt  in  a  blanket,  with 
their  feet  next  the  fire,  they  pafs 
the  longeft  and  coldefi  nights,  and 
awake  vigorous  for  labour  the  fue- 
ceeding  day.  Their  food,  when 
thus  emphved,  is  halted  pork  or 
beef,  with  potatoes  and  bread  of 
Indian  corn ;  and  their  beff  drink 
is  water  mixed  with  ginger ;  though 
many  of  them  are  fond  of  diddled, 
fpirits,  which,  however,  are  leis 
noxious  in  fuch  a  fituation  than  at 
home.  Thofe  who  begin  a  new 
fettlement  live  at  fil'd  in  ady’e  not 
lefs  fimple.  They  erefil  a  fquare 
building  of  poles,  notched  at  the 
ends  to  keep  them  fad  together. 
The  crevices  are  plaidered  with 
clay  or  the  diffed  earth  which  can 
be  had,  mixed  with  mofs  or  draw. 
The  roof  is  either  bark  or  fplit 
boards:  the  chimney  a  pile  of 
dones  ;  within  which  a  fire  is  made 
on  the  ground,  and  a  hole  is  left  in 
the  roof  fpr  the  fmoke  to  pafs  out. 
Another  hole  is  made  in  the  fide  of, 
the  houfe  for  a  window,  which  is 
occafionally  clofed  with  a  wooden 
diutter.  In  winter,  a  condant  fire 
is  kept,' by  night  as  well  as  by  day; 
and  in  fummer  it  is  necefiary  to 
have  a  continual  fmoke  on  account 
of  the  mufquetos  and  other  infeeds 
with  which  the  wroods  abound. 
The  fame  defence  is  ufed  for  the 
cattle  ;  fmokes  of  leaves  and  brufii 
are  made  in  the  padures  where  they 
feed  by  day,  and  in  the  pens  where, 
they  are  folded  by  night.  Ovens 
are  built  at  a  fniall  diOance  from 
the  houfes,  of  the  bed  dones  which 
can  be  found,  cemented  and  plaif- 
tered  with  clay  or  ftiff  earth. 
Many  of  thefe  fird  eflays  in.  houfe  - 
keeping  are  to  be  met  with  in  the 
new  plantations,  which  ferve  to 
lodge  whole  families,  till  their  in- 
dudry  can  furnidi  them  with  mate¬ 
rials  for  a  more  regular  and  com- 
*  foytablc 
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fortable  houfe ;  and  till  their  land 
is  fo  well  cleared  as  that  a  proper 
fituation  for  it  can  be.chofen,  By 
thefe  methods  of  living,  the  people 
are  fa  mi  liar  lied  to  hard  filing  their 
children  are  early  11  fed  to  coarfe 
food  and  hard  lodging ;  and  to  be 
without  fhoes  in  all  feafons  of  the 
year,  is  fcarcely  accounted  a  want. 
By  filch  hard  fare,  and  the  labour 
which  accompanies  it,  many  young 
men  have  railed  up  families,  and  in 
a  few  years  have  acquired  property 
fufficient  to  render  themfeives  in¬ 
dependent  freeholders ;  and  they 
feel  all  the  pride  and  importance 
which  arife  from  a_  confcioiifnefs 
of  having  well  earned  their  effaces. 

“They  havealfo  been  accuftomed 
to  hear  their  parents  relate  the  dan¬ 
gers  and  hard fnips,  the  fcenes  of 
blood  and  defolation  through  which 
.they  and  their  ancdfors  have  puff¬ 
ed  ;  and  they  have  an  ambition  to 
.emulate  their  hardy  virtues.  New- 

_  V 

Hampfhire  may  therefore  be  con¬ 
sidered  as  a  nurfery  of  ffern  hero- 
ifm  ;  producing  men  of  firmnefs 
and  valour,  who  can  traverfe 
mountains  and  deferts,  encounter 
hardlhips,  and  face  an  enemy  with¬ 
out  terror.  Their  martial  fpirit 
needs  only  opportunity  to  draw  it 
into  affion and  when  properly 
trained  to  regular  military  duty, 
and  commanded  by  officers  in 
whom  they  can  place 'confidence, 
j  they  form  a  militia  fully  equal  to 
!  the" defence  of  their  country. 

“  They  are  alfo  very  dextrous  in 
.the  ufe  of  edge  tools,  and  in  ap¬ 
plying  mechanical  powers  to  the 
elevation  and  removal  of  heavy 
bodies.  In  the  management  of 
cattle  they  are  excelled  by  none. 

.  Mofl  of  their  labour  is  performed 
by  the  help  of  oxen  ;  horfes  are 
ieldom  employed  in  the  team ;  but 
are  ufed  chiefly  in  the  faddle,  or,  in 
■  the  winter  feafon,  in  ileighs. 


“  band  being  eafily  obtained,  and 
labour  of  every  kind  being  familiar, 
there  is  great  encouragement  to 
population.  A  good  hu  lb  and  man, 
with  the  favings  of  a  few  years, 
can  pur  chafe  new  land  enough  to 
give  his  elder  fons  a  fettlement, 
and  affiff  them  in  clearing  a  lot  and 
building  a  hut ;  after  which  they 
foon  learn  to  fupport  themfeives. 
The  homeflead  is  generally  given 
to  the  youngeff  fon,  who  provides 
for  his  parents,  when  age  or  infir¬ 
mity  incapacitates  them  for  labour. 
An  unmarried  man  of  thirty  years 
old  is  rarely  to  be  found  in  ouf 
country  towns.  The  women  are 
grandmothers  at  forty,  and  it  is 
not  uncommon  for  a"  mother  and 
daughter  to  have  ,  each  a  child,  at 
the  bread,  at  the  fame  time;  nor 
for  a  father,  fon  and  grandfon,  to 
be  at  work  together  in  the  fame 
field.  Thus  population  arid  culti¬ 
vation  proceed  together,  and  a  vi¬ 
gorous  race  of  inhabitants  grows 
up,  on  a  foil,  which  labour  vies 
with  nature  to  render  productive. 

“  Thofe  perfons,  who  attend 
chiefly  to  husbandry,,  are  the  moft 
thriving  and  fubftantial.  Thofe 
who  make  the  getting  of  lumber 
their  principal  bufinefs,  generally 
work  hard  for  little  profit.  This 
kind  of  employment  interferes  too 
much  with  hufbandry.  The  bell 
feafon  for  fawing  logs  is  the  fprlng, 
when  the  rivers  are  high;  this  is 
alfo  the  time  for  ploughing  and 
planting.  He  who  works  in  the 
law-mill  at  that  time,  mult  buy  his 
bread  and  clothing,  and  the  hay 
for  his  cattle,  with  his  lumber ; 
and  he  generally  anticipates  the 
profit  of  his  labour.  Long  credit 
is  a  difadvantage  to  him  ;  and  the 
too  free  indulgence  of  fpirituous 
liquor,,  to  which  this  clafs  of  people 
are  much  addicted,  hurts  their 
health,  their  morals,  and  their  in  ■ 

tereff. 
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tereft.  They  are  always  in  debt, 
and  frequently  at  law.  Their  fa¬ 
milies  are  ill  provided  with  necef- 
faries,  and  their  children  ape  with¬ 
out' education  or  morals.  When  a 
man  makes  hu  lb  an  dry  his  principal 
employment,  and  attends  to  lum¬ 
ber  only  at  feafons  of  leifure,  and 
can  afford  to  keep  it  for  a  market, 
and  be  his  own  fa&or,  then  it  be¬ 
comes  profitable.  The  profit  of 
the  other  generally  goes  into  the 
hands  of  the  trader,  who  fupplies 
him  with  neceffaries  at  an  advanced 
price,  and  keeps  him  in  a  ilate  of 
dependence. 

44  Where  hufbandry  is  the  em- 

/  J 

ploy  merit  of  the  men,  domeflic  ma¬ 
nufactures  are  carried  on  by  the  wo¬ 
men.  They  fpin  and  weave  their 
own  flax  and  wool ;  and  their  fa¬ 
milies  are  clad  in  cloth  of  their 
own  making.  The  people  of  Lon¬ 
donderry,  and  the  towns  which  are 
made  up  of  emigrants  from  it,  at¬ 
tend  largely  to  the  manufacture  of 
linen  cloth  and  thread,  and  make 
great  quantities  for  fale.  Thefe 
people  are  induftnous,  frugal,  and 
liofpitable.  The  men  are  fanguine 
and  robuft.  The  women  are  of 
lively  difpofitions,  and  the  native 
white  and  red  complexion  of  Ire¬ 
land  is  not  loft  in  New-Hamp- 
fhire.  The  town  is  much  in¬ 
debted  to  them  for  its  wealth  and 
confequence. 

44  The  people  of  New-Hamp- 
iliire,  in  general,  are  induftrions, 
and  allow  themfelves  very  little 
time  for  diverfion.  One  who  in¬ 
dulges  himfelf  in  idlenefs  and  play, 
is  iligmatifed  according  to  his  de- 
merit.  At  military  mutters,  at  ju¬ 
dicial  courts,  at  the  railing  of 
Jioufes,  at  the  launching  of  fhips, 
and  at  the  ordination  of  minifters, 
which  are  feafons  of  public  con- 
courfe,  the  young  people  amufe 
themfeives  with  dancing.  In  fome 


towns  they  have  a,  practice,  at 
Chriftmas,  of  (hooting  geefe  for 
wagers  ;  and  on  many  other  occa- 
fions,  the  diverfion  ■  of  firing  at 
marks  is  very  common,  and  has  an 
excellent  effedt  in  forming  young 
men  to  a  dextrous  ufe  of  aims. 
The  time  of  gathering  the  Indian 
corn  is  always  a  feafon  of  feftivity. 
The  ears  are  gathered  and  brought 
home  by  day  ;  and  in  the  evening' 
a  company  of  neighbours  join  in 
hulking  them,  and  conclude  their 
labour  with  a  fupper  and  a  dance. 
In  the  capital  towns  they  have  re¬ 
gular  affemblies  for  dancing :  and 
fometimes  theatrical  entertain¬ 
ments  have  been  given  by  the 
young  gentlemen  and  ladies.  In 
Portfmouth,  there  is  as  much  ele¬ 
gance  and  politenefs  of  manners, 
as  in  any  of  the  capital  towns  of 
New  England.  It  is  eften  vifited 
by  Grangers,  who  always  meet  with, 
a  friendly  and  hofpitable  recep¬ 
tion. 

44  The  free  indulgence  of  fpiritit. 
ous  liquors  has  been,  and  is  ndw, 
one  of  the  greatefl  faults  of  many 
of  the  people  of  New-Hampfhire  ; 
efpecially  in  the  neighbourhood  of 
the  river  Pafcataqua  and  its 
branches,  and  wherever  the  bufi- 
nefs  of  getting  lumber  forms  the 
principal  employment  of  the  peo¬ 
ple.  If  the  reader  is  curious  to 
form  an  eftimate  of  the  quantity  of 
diflilled  fpirits  confumed  in  the 
ftate,  he  may  fatisfy  himfelf,  partly 
by  infpeCling  the  table  of  importa¬ 
tion  ;  partly  by  inquiring  the  num¬ 
ber  of  barrels  of  rum  manufactured 
at  the  only  d i ft il -ho ufe  in  the- Irate; 
partly  by  coniidering  the  quantity 
tranfported  by  land  from  the  dif¬ 
ferent  feaports  of  Maflachufetts, 
and  partly  bv  knowing  4  the  al- 

■A  x'  J  O 

lowance’  which  is  ufuallv  given  to 
labouring  people  in  the  neighbour¬ 
hood  of  the  river  Pafcataqua  ;  and 

which 
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diich  Is  obftinatrely  per  lifted  in, 
lotwithftanding  the  remonftrances 
.nd  endeavours  of  fome  worthy 
hara&ers  to  abolifh  it. 

u  In  travelling  up  the  country, 
t  affords  pleafure  to  obferve  the 
rarious  articles  of  produce  and  ma- 
mfadhire  coming  to  market :  but 
ii  travelling  down  the  country,  it 
s  equally  difguftful  to  meet  the 
'ame  teams  returning,  loaded  with 
:aiks  of  rum,  along  with  fifh,  fait 
aid  other  necefiary  articles. 

“  Before  the  revolution  it  was 
m.ftomary  to  give  drams  at  fune¬ 
rals,  and  in  fome  towns  to  repeat 
he  baneful  dofe  two  or  three  times. 
[During  the  war,  a  fcarcity  of  ma- 
erials  gave  opportunity  to  put  a 
:heck  on  this  pernicious  .-practice. 


NEW-HAMySHIRE,  t9Sl 

It  is  now  lefs  common  in  mofr 
places,  and  in  fome  it  is  wholly  dif- 
ufed. 

“  Among  hulbandmen,  cyder  is 
their  common  drink.  Malt  liquor 
is  not  fo  frequent  as  its  wholefome- 
nefs  deferves,  and  as  the  facility 
with  which  barley  and  hops  may  be 
raifed,  feems  to  require.  In  fom@- 
of  the  new  towns  a  liquor  is  made 
of  fpruce  twigs,  bailed  in  maple 
fap,  which  is  extremely  pleafant. 
But  after  all,  there  are  no  perfons 
more  robufl  and  healthy  than 
thofe,  whofe  only  or  principal 
drink  is  the  fimple  element,  with 
which  nature  has  univerfally  and 
bountifully  fupplied  this  happy 
land.” 
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CRITICAL  REMARKS  on  PGPE’s  ESSAY  on  CRITICISM.  • 


JFrom  Letters  from  a  Father  to  his  Son,  on  various  Topics,  rela¬ 
tive  to  Literature  and  the  Conduct  of  Life,  by  J.  Aikin,  M.  D.] 


Dear  Son, 

^pIIOUGH  it  is  for  The  moft 
part  a  poor  employment  to 
endeavour  to  point  out  faults  in  a 
performance  of  reputation,  and  to 
diminifh  the  admiration  with  which 
it  has  ufualiy  been,  regarded,  yet  as 
far  as  inculcating  the  true  prin¬ 
ciples  of  literature  is  of  any  confe- 
quence,  it  is  important  occafion- 
ailv  to  difeufs  the  merits  of  thofe 
,  works  on  which  the  public  tafle  is 
chiefly  formed.  And  this  is  pecu¬ 
liarly  juft  and  proper  with  refpect 
to  fuch  pieces  as  are  themfelves 
critical,  and  written  with  the  pro- 

feffed  intention  of  eftablilhing  rules 

•  •  ^ 

for  compofmg  and  judging.  Among 
works  of  this  kind,  few  are  more 
diffinguilhed  than  Pope’s  Ejfay  on 
Criticifn .  If  the  circumftance  of 
its  being  written  in  verfe  have,  on 
the  one  hand,  impaired  its  autho¬ 
rity  ;  on  the  other,  it  has  ferved  to 
make  it  more  read,  and  to  fix  its 
maxims  more  thoroughly  in  the 
memory.  In  faff,  few  pieces  are 
more  referred  to  in  the  way  of  quo¬ 
tation  and  after  the  high  praifes  it 
has  received  from  fuch  names  as 
Warburton,  Johnfon,  and  Warton, 


its  influence  upon  the  opinions  of 
■writers  and  readers  cannot  be.  fup- 
pofed  inconfklerable.  Such  com- 
Tnendations,  indeed,  render  it  a 
hazardous  tafk  to  call  in  queflion 
its  merits.  But  my  experience  of 
men  and  books  has  not  ferved  to 
augment  my  confidence  in  great 
names  ;  and  if  I  can  give  good  rea- 
fons  for  the  objections  I  mall  make, 

I  fear  not  that  you  will  regard  my 
attempt  as  prefumptuous. 

44  Dr.  Warburton,  at  the  clofeof 
his  Commentary  on  this  EBay, 
ftrongly  calls  it  to  the  reader’s  re¬ 
collection,  that  its  author  had  not 
attained  his  twentieth  year.  This 
view  of  it  as  a  juvenile  performance 
is  a  very  proper  one.  It  may  juitly 
excite  our  admiration  of  the  early 
difplay  of  poetical  powers  it  exhi¬ 
bits,  and  fiiould  fugged:  every  in¬ 
dulgence  of  candour  to  its  defects ; 
but  it  fiiould  make  us  hefitate  in  at¬ 
tributing  to  it  that  comprehenfion 
of  view-  and  accuracy  of  concep¬ 
tion,  which  were  by  no  means-  the 
moil  ffriking  qualities  of  the  author 
in  the  full  maturity  of  his  powers. 
It  does  not  belong  to  my  purpofe 
to  point  out  the  imperfections  with 
which  it  abounds  as  a  mere  poetical 

com- 


REMARKS  on  POPE’S  ESSAY  on  CRITICISM.  [97] 


compofition.  What  I  have  to  do 
with,  are  the  falfe  thoughts  and 
vicious  principles,  which  render  it 
^  very  unfafe  guide  in  matters  of 
tafte,  notwithftanding  the  large  ad¬ 
mixture  of  maxims  founded  on 
good  fenfe,  and  expreffed  with  the 
utmoft  brilliancy  of  language. 

“  With  refpedt  to  the  method  of 
the  piece,  as  far  as  it  really  pof- 
feffes  a  method  not  forcibly  held 
together  by  the  commentator’s 
chain,  it  may  be  affirmed,  that  the 
arrangement  of  matter  is  fimple  and 
natural,  but  not  very  clofely  ad¬ 
hered  to.  Many  of  the  rules  and  re¬ 
marks  are  brought  in  with  little  con¬ 
nexion  with  what  preceded,  and  ap¬ 
parently  might  be  tranfpofed  w  th- 
out  injury.  And  after  all  Warbur- 
ton  has  done  for  Pope,  and  his 
difciple  for  Horace,  it  is  certain 
that  the  reader  of  each  poet  will 
fcarcely,  without  a  previous' clue, 
become  fenfible  of  more  than  a  fet 
of  detached  maxims,  connefled 
only  by  the  general  fubjedf. 

u  Pope  begins  with  an  affertlon 
which,  if  true,  would  render  his 
work  of  very  confined  utility, 
namely,  that  critics,  as  well  as 
poets,  rauft  be  born  fuch. 

Both  mufh  alike  from  heav’n  derive  their 
light, 

Thefe  boro  to  judge,  as  well  as  thofe  to 
write. 

w  And  he  further  limits  the  pro- 
feffion  of  criticifm,  by  requiring 
that  both  talents  fhould  be  united 
’in  the  fame  perfon. 

Bet  fuch  teach  others  who  themfelves  excel. 
And  cenfure  freely  who  have  written  well. 

u  But  furely  both  thefe  are  very 
falfe  notions  ;  for  nothing  feems  to 
be  more  a  matter  of  acquirement 
than  the  habit  of  judging  accurately 
on  works  of  art ;  and  this  habit  ap¬ 
pears  from  innumerable  inftances  to 
*  i/93- 


be  perfectly  di Hindi  from  the  fa¬ 
culty  of  pradtifing  the  arts.  Indeed 
they  have  much  often er  exifled  fe- 
parate  than  combined. 

Thus  in  the  foul  while  Memory  prevails, 
The  folid  power  of  Underftanding  fails; 
Where  beams  of  warm  Imagination  play, 
The  Memory’s  foft  figures  melt  away, 

u  The  beauty  of  imagery  in  thefe 
lines,  fhould  not  make  us  blind 
to  the  want  of  juilnefs  in  the 
thought.  To  reprefent  flrength  of 
memory  as  incompatible  with  foli- 
dity  of  underftanding,  is  fo  obvi- 
oufly  contrary  to  fabl,  that  I  pre- 
.  fume  the  author  had  in  his  eye  only 
the  cafe  of  extraordinary  memory 
for  names,  dates,  and  things  which 
offer  no  ideas  to  the  mind  which  * 
has,  indeed,  been  often  difplayed 
in  great  perfedlion  by  mere  idiots. 
For,  it  is  difficult  to  conceive  how 
the  faculty  of  judgment,  Which 
con  fills  in  the  companion  of  diffe¬ 
rent  ideas,  can  at  all  be  exercifed 
without  the  power  of  ftoring  up 
ideas  in  the  mind,  and  calling  them 
forth  when  required.  From  the 
fecond  couplet,  apparently  meant 
to  be  the  converfe  of  the  fir. ft,  one 
would  fuppofe  that  he  conlidered 
the  underftanding  and  the  imagina¬ 
tion  as  the  fame  faculty,  elfe  the 
counterpart  is  defective.  Further, 
fo  far  is  it  from  being  true,  that 
imagination  obliterates  the  figures 
of  memory,  that  the  circumftance 
which  caufes  a  thing  to  be  remem¬ 
bered  is  principally  its  being  affo- 
ciated  with  other  ideas  by  the  agency 
of  the  imagination.  If  the  poet 
only  meant,  that  thofe  ideas  about 
which  imagination  is  occupied,  are 
apt  to  exclude  ideas  of  a  different 
kind,  the  remark  is  true ;  but  it 
fhould  have  been  differently  ex- 
prefied. 

One  Science  only  will  one  Genius  fit. 

G  £i  This 
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44  This,  maxim  is  as  falfe,  as  it  is 
discouraging,  and  derogatory  from 
the  powers  of  the  human  mind.  It 
is,  perhaps,  generally  true,  that  the 
genius  is  exclusively  fitted  for  at¬ 
taining  excellence  in  one  of  the 
great  c  lattes  of  mental  acquisitions, 
as  fcience,  art,  invention,  &c.  but 
he  who  can  make  himfelf  matter  of 
one  fcience  pro  perly  fo  called,  may 
commonly  with  equal  application 
attain  any  other. 

- - Firft  follow  Nature. 

44  This  trite  rule  can  be  of  little 
life  without  being  opened  and  ex¬ 
emplified.  It  is  perfectly  obvious, 
that  in  all  the  arts  which  are  imita¬ 
tive  or  deferiptive  of  nature,  fhe 
mutt  be  the  archetype ;  but  the  pro¬ 
per  manner  of  Studying  nature,  and 
transferring  its  images  to  each  par¬ 
ticular  .fpecies  of  the  works  of  art, 
variouflv  combined,  contrafted,  and 
perhaps  heightened  and  altered,  is 
the  great  deader  atum  on  which  their 
true  theory  and  practice  is  found¬ 
ed.  We  Shall  foon  fee,  that  hope 
cuts  (hart  all  difeuffions  of  this 
kind,  by  reducing  his  general  pre¬ 
cept  to  the  fingle  practical  direc¬ 
tion.,  Imitate  the  ancients. 


theories  oil  the  human  mind.  Bi 
what  can  be  more  unworthy  of  tl 
true  critic  and  philofopher,  tha 
fuch  an  implicit  reliance  on  au 
man,  how  exalted  Soever  his  geniu 
efpecially  on  thofe  who  lived  in  tl 
infancy  of  their  art  ?  If  an  ep: 
poem  be  a  representation  of  natui 
in  a  courfe  of  heroic  aCtion,  it  mu 
be  fnfceptible  of  as  much  variet 
as  Nature  herfelf ;  and  Surely  it 
more  defirable  that  a  poet  of  orig 
nal  genius  Should  give  full  Scope  1 
his  inventive  powers,  under  the  r< 
ttriCtions  of  Such  laws  only  as  ai 
founded  on  nature,  than  that  1 
Should  fetter  himfelf  with  rules  d< 
rived  from  the  practice  of  a  pred< 
ceffor.  When  Pope  praifes  the  ai 
cient  rules  for  compofition  on  tl 
ground  that  they  were  4  difcover’< 
not  devis’d,’  and  were  only  4  n; 
ture  methodized,’  he  gives  a  ju 
notion  of  what  they  ought  to  b 
But  when  he  fuppofes  Virgil  to  hai| 
been  properly  4  checked  in  his  bo;! 
defign  of  drawing  from  Nature 
fountains,’  and  in  confequence  | 
have  confined  his  work  within  rul 
as  ttridt 


As  if  the  Stagyrite  o’erlook’d  each  line 


When  firft  young  Maro,  &c, 

44  That  Virgil,  not  only  in  hi 


ho,w  can  he  avoid  the  force  of  II 
own  ridicule,  where  a  little  fu 
ther,  in  this  very  piece,  he  laughs1 


general  plan,  but  in  moil  of  the 
Subordinate  parts,  was  a  clofe  co¬ 
py!  tt  of  Hefner,  is  undeniable, 
whatever  be  thought  of  the  fuppo- 
tion  that  he  Set  out  with  a. defign 
of  drawing  from  the  Sources  of 
nature,  and  was  diverted  from  it  by 
the  difeovery  that  4  Nature  and 
4  Horner  were  the  fame.”  The  mo¬ 
dern  idolatry  of  Shakfpear  has  ele¬ 
vated  him  to  the  fame  degree  of  au¬ 
thority  among  us  ;  and  critics  have 
not  been  wanting,  who  have  con- 
fidently  drawn  from  his  characters 
the  proofs  and  illustrations  of  their 


Dennis  for 

Concluding  all  were  defperate  fots  z 

fools 

Who  durft  depart  from  Ariflotle’s  rule.1 

44  Such  are  the  inconfittencies 
a  writer  who  Sometimes  utters  r 
tibns  derived  from  reading  a 
education,  Sometimes  the  Sugg 
tions  of  native  good  fenfe  ! 

Some  beauties  yet  no  precepts  can  declai 
For  there’s  a  happinefs  as  well  as  care. 

44  If  the  meaning  of  the  wr 
here  is  only,  that  rules  will  : 
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ftand  inftead  of  genius,  arid  that 
k  poet’s  greateft  beauties  are  father 
the  refuit  of  a  happy  flow  of  fancy, 
than  the  careful  purfuipof  precepts, 
the  truth  of  the  remark  is  indifput- 
kble.  But  ifyapplyrng  to  the  critic, 
he  meajis  to  tell  him  that  certain 
poetical  beauties  are  irreducible  to 
rational  principles,  and  Only  to  be 
referred  to  luck,  chance,  a  brave  dif- 
vrder ,  and  fuch  other  unmeaning 
hotiotiS,  we  mdy  aflert  that  he  was 
indeed  young  in  the  philofophy  of  cri¬ 
tic  if  m.  He  appears,  however,  to 
have  been  in  the  right  train,  when 
he  fays,  that  where  the  lucky  licence 
knfwers  its  pufpofe, 

■ .  that  Licence  is  a  rule  j 

blit  he  confufes  all  again  by  the 
often-quoted  maxim, 

fereat  Wits  fonietimes  may  glorioufly  of¬ 
fend, 

&nd  rife  to  faults  true  Critics  dare  not 
mend  j 

for  he  ought  rather  to  have  con¬ 
cluded,  that  fuch  fuecefsful  devia¬ 
tions  from  common  pra&ice  are  not 
faults;  and  that  the  true  critic 
ftiould  enlarge  his  rules  to  the  com- 
prehenfion  of  thefe  real,  though 
iinufual,  excellencies.  So  much* 
indeed,  does  he  perplex  himfelf  be¬ 
tween  veneration  for  ancient  rules, 
and  regard  to  the  practice  of  eir)i- 
nent  poets,  that  the  whole  pafiage 
is  full  of  contradictions,  which  coft 
bis  commentator  'much  fruitlefs 
pains  to  reconcile,  and  oblige  him 
to  take  fhelter  in  a  companion  be¬ 
tween  the  fublimities  of  poetry/ 
and  the  myfleries  of  religion, 

*  fome  of  which  are  above  reafon, 
and  fome  contrary  to  itd 
w  Pope  goes  on  to  obferve,  that 
though  the  ancients  may  make  thus 
free  with  their  own  rules,  yet  that 
modern  writers  fhould  copy  this 
indulgence  with  caution,  and  not 


without 4  their  precedent  to  plead.* 
On  the  contrary,  a  liberal  mode  of 
reafoiiing  would  allow  more  free- 
dom  to  the  moderns,  who  po fiefs 
fuch  Bores  of  new  ideas,  to  deviate 
from  ancient  rules,  than  to  the  an¬ 
cients  who  made  and  acknowledged 
them. 

Thofe  oft  are  ftratagems  which  errors 
feem, 

Nor  is  it  Homer  nods,  buS'we  that  dream. 

“  Either  Steel  dr  Addifon,  in 
one  of  his  periodical  papers,  hu- 
mouroufiy  defires  his  reader,  when 
he  finds  him  dull,  to  fuppofe  he  has 
a  defign  in  it.  This  dodfrine  is 
here  ferioufiy  inculcated  with'  re- 
fpedt  to  the  ancients ;  but  its  ahfur- 
ditv  is  fio  manifeft,  that  we  mav  re- 
gard  it  only  as  the  lively  filly  of  a 
young  author  who  was  fond  of 
faying  fmart  things,  without  being 
folicitous  about  their  truth*  A  ju¬ 
dicious  poet  may  defignedly  tinder - 
write  fome  parts  of  a  long  work, 
or,  rather,  he  will  find  it  impofiihie 
to  be  every  where  equally  briliant, 
but  he  will  never  with  defign  write 
what  is  childiih  and  infipid,-  if  lie 
think  it  to  be  fuch. 

Hail  Bards  triumphant,  btfrn  in  happier 
days ! 

This  noble  eulogy  on  the 

o  j 

poets  of  antiquity  is  not  to  be  ad¬ 
mitted  without  many  exceptions 
and  limitations ;  efpecialiy  if  it  is 
meant  to  extend  to  all  that  unequal 
and  motley  afiemhiage  of  writers 
known  by  the  title  of  the  clajfts 
Of  thefe,  many  are  valued  and 
read  merely  becaufe  they  kre  an¬ 
cients  ;  and  even  the  mail  excel¬ 
lent  afford  fufiicient  fcope  for 
manly  criti chirp  which  can  never 
arrive  at  folidity  of  principles,  if  it 
is  obliged  to  regard  the  negligences 
and  defeats  of  great  writers  with 
Blent  reference. 

G  2  True 
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True  Wit  is  Nature  to  advantage  drefs'd. 
What  oft  was  thought,,  but  ne’er  fo  well 
■  expreis’d  ; 

Something,  whofe  truth  convinc'd  at  fight 
we  find, 

That  gives  us  back  the  image  of  our  mind. 

“  The  poet,  in  cenfuring  the  nar- 
rowand  partial  taftes  of  fome critics, 
begins  with  that  for  conceit ,  or  a 
glitter  of  dazzling  thoughts  riling 
one  after  another  without  meaning 
and  connexion.  This  is  falfe  wit ; 
as  a  contrail:  to  which,  he  gives  a 
definition  of  the  true ,  in  the  pre¬ 
ceding  lines.  But  he  has  evidently, 
by  this  purpofe  of  contrafting  the 
two  kinds,  been  led  to  a  defcription 
which  exhibits  none  of  the  peculiar 
features  of  wit,  as  other  writers 
have  reprefented  it,  or  as  he  him- 
felf  ufoally  underllands  it.  By  this 
definition,  anv  juft  moral  fenti- 
ment,  any  exad  picture  of  a  natu¬ 
ral  objed,  if  clothed  in  good  ex- 
prellion,  would  be  wit.  Its  teft 
being;  an  agreement  with  images 
previoully  exifting  in  our  minds, 
no  other  quality  is  requilite  to  it 
but  truth.  Even  uncommonnefs  is 
not  taken  into  the  character ;  for  we 
muft  often  have  thought  it,  and  be 
able  to  recognife  it  at  fight.  Nor  has 
lie  given  any  di  dim'd  idea  of  that  ad¬ 
vantageous  dr cf  which  makes  a  na¬ 
tural  thought  witty.  No  drefs  can 
fuit  fome  thoughts  fo  well  as  the 
moft  fimple.  Exalted  feiitiments 
of  the  heart,  and,fubiime  objects 
in  nature,  generally  ftrike  moft 
when  prefented  in  language  the 
leaf!  ftudied.  Indeed,  heufes,  with¬ 
in  a  few  lines,  the  very  fame  meta¬ 
phor  of  drefs,  in  expoling  the  fini¬ 
cal  tafte  of  thofe  who  value  a  work 
for  the  ftyle  rather  than  the  fenfe  ; 
and  the  fad  certainly  is,  that  the 
moft  confeftedly  witty  writers  have 
often  been  little  felicitous  as  to  the 
manner  of  expreffing  their  notions. 

“  hope  evidently  entertains  a  dif¬ 


ferent  conception  of  wit  from  1 
of  the  definition  above  quoted, 
the  lines  immediately  following 

As  fhades  more  fweetly  recommend 
light, 

So  modeft  p'ainnefs  fets  off  fp  rightly  \ 
For  works  mav  have  more  wit  than 
them  good. 

As  bodies  perilh  thro’  exceQ  of  blood. 

a  Now,  ‘  modeft  plainnef 
no  foil  or  contrail  to  wit  as  < 
raderized  in  the  definition, 
caufe  it  may  be  the  moft  ‘  adi 
tageous  drefs’  for  a  thought.  Ag 
that  wit  which  may  fuperaboun 
a  work,  muft  be  a  different  tl 
from  ‘  natural  imagery  joinerl 
good  expreffion,’  for  in  thofe,  V 
danger  can  there  be  of  excefs?! 
was  certainly  now  recurring  ir: 
mind  to  thofe  brilliant  fla:; 
which,  though  often  introdi 
with  falfe  judgment,  are  not,  I 
ever,  falfe  wit. 

u  The  two  charaders  of 

critic  and  bad  poet  are  grofsly  ■ 

founded  in  the  piaffage  relatir 

political  numbers;  for  though 

true,  that  vulgar  readers  of  pc 

are  chiefly  attentive  to  the  meloc 
•  1 

the  verfe,  yet  it  is  not  they  whe 
mire ,  but  the  paltry  verffier. 
employs,  monotonous  lyllables, 
hie  expletives,  and  a  dull  routi. 
unvaried  rhymes.  Again,  an 
dinary  ear  is  capable  of  percei; 
the  beauty  ariling  from  the  f< 
being  made  an  echo  to  the  fer 
indeed  it  is  one  of  moft  obj 
beauties  in  poetry — but  it  is  no; 
talk  for  the  poet  to  fucceed  i 
attempts  to  render  it  fo,  as 
has  fufficieiitly  proved  by  the 
ferable  failure  of  fome  of  hi: 
amples  in  illuftration  of  the) 
cept. 

The  pow’r  of  mufic  all  our  hearts  al 
And  what  Timotheus  was,  is  Drydei 

u  Mulic  properly  fo  called 
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le  melody  refuking  from  verfifi- 
ition,  are  things  radically  diffe- 
'jit  in  their  nature  and  principles, 
Lough  perpetually  confounded  in 
le  figurative  language  of  poets  and 
riters  on  polite  literature.  Nor, 
deed,  do  -we  poilefs  terms  by 
hich  thefe  two  kinds  of  pleaftng 
und  can  well  be  feparately  de- 
ribed.  The  names  and  charac- 
rs,  however,  of  poet  and  mufician, 
e  fufficiently  difcriminated;  and 
ipe  has  committed  a  grofs  error 
.  confounding  them  in  the  prefent 
ftance.  There  is  no  refemblance 
:tween  the  manner  in  which  Alex- 
Lder  was  affeHed  by  the  mu  fie  of 
imotheus,  and  that  in  which  we 
e  affedted  by  the  poetry  of  Dry  den 
deriptive  of  that  event.  The  firft 
as,  as  ftory  relates,  an  inftance  of 
e  powers  of  pure  found,  fkiifully 
odulated  and  changed.  The  lat- 
r  is  a  mod:  animated  picture  of 
cceliive  difplays  of  pallion  ;  and 
uch  more  refembles  the  effedt  of 
hiftory-painting,  than  of  a  piece 
mufic.  The  mere  verfification 
a  very  inferior  point  in  Dry  den’s 
de,  though  it  i-s  a  principal  one 
Pope’s  rival  Ode  on  St.  Cecilia’s 
ay.  Alexander’s  Feaft  fet  to  Han¬ 
ds  mufic  may,  mded,  be  paral- 
led  to  the  performance  of  the 
recian  ;  but  then  Handel,  and  not 
ryden,  is  the  modern  Timotheus. 
is  ludicrous  enough,  that  Pope’s 
mparifon  of  Dry  den  to  a  harper, 
ould  come  fo  near  to  the  idea 
rmed  of  Pope  himfelf  by  a  crown- 
head,  who  is  reported,  on  hear 
g  the  poet  greatly  extolled  in  his 
efence,  with  a  view,  of  attracting 
>  notice,  to  have  afked,  if  Mr, 
•pe  were  a  fiddler. 

ools  admire,  but  men  of  fenfe  approve. 

“  This  prudifh  fentence  has  pro- 
bly  made  as  many  formal  cox- 
mbs  in  literature,  as  lord  Chef- 
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terfield’s  opinion  on  the  vulgarity 
of  L  tighter,  has  among  men  of  high 
breed  ng.  As  a  general  maxim,  it 
has  no  foundation  whatever  in 
truth.  Pronenefs  to  admiration  is 
a  quality  rather  of  temper  than  of 
underftanding ;  and  if  it  often  at¬ 
tends  light  rmnd?,  it  is  alfo  infepa- 
rable  from  that  warmth  of  imagina¬ 
tion  which  is  requifite  for  the  ftrong 
perception  of  what  is  excellent  in 
art  and  nature.  Innumerable  in¬ 
stances  might  be  produced  of  the 
rapturous  admiration  with  which 
men  of  genius  have  .been  ftruck  at 
the  view  or  great  performances.  It 
is  enough  her*,  to  mention  .  the 
poet’s  favourite  critic,  Longinus,  -. 
who  is  far  from  being  contented 
with  cool,  approbation,  but  gives 
free  fcope  to  the  molt  enraptured  , 
praife.  Few  things  indicate  a  mind 
more  unfavourably  conftituted  for 
the  fine  arts,  than  a  flownefs  in  be¬ 
ing  moved  to  ike  admiration  of  ex¬ 
cellence?  and  it  is  certainly  better 
that  this  pallion  fhouid  at  firft  be 
excited  by  objects  rather  made-  , 
quite,  than  that  iffimi.ld  not  be 
excik.data.il. 

Alter  properly  exhorting  his  . 
critic  to  candour  and  good- nature, 
the  poet  is,,  however,  indulgent 
enough  to  point  out  fame  to •;  ics  on 
which  he: may  be  as  four  and  fevere 
as  he  pi  cafes.  The  firft  fault  given 
up  to  his  rage  is  Oficenity ;  and  - 
doubtlefs,  if  the  critic  think  it 
worth  his  while  to  dire .  his  for¬ 
midable  artillery  again  ft  fuch  an 
obvious  violation  of  propriety \  no 
friend  of  virtue  and  decorum  will 
reftrain  him,  it  was  not,  however, 
perfectly  decent  in  Pope  o  exprefs 
'fuch  a  rigid  zeal  on  this  fubjeFt, 
when  ftveral  of  his  own  juvenile 
pieces,  fti’l  preferved  in  . all  edi- 

tiohs  of  his  works,  are  by  no  means 

'  * 

free  from  the  blemiih  he  ftigma- 
tizes. 

“  The 
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44  The  next  devoted  crime  is  Im¬ 
piety.  Now,  a  perion  may  be  very 
converfant  with  the  rules  of  poeti¬ 
cal  critieifm,  without  being  able 

exactly  to  determine  on  the  vali- 
✓ 

dfty:  of  a-  charge  of  impiety ;  and 
there  is  good  reafon  to  fnfpedt  that 
our  young  lawgiver  was  himfelf  in 
this  this  cafe.  He  fays, 

The  following  licence  of  a  foreign  reign 
Did  all  the  dregs  of  bold  Socinus  drain  ; 
Then  unbelieving  Priefts  reform’d  the  na¬ 
tion, 

And  taught  more  pleafant  methods  of  fal- 
vation. 

44  Socinian  is  a  very  potent  term 
of  abufe,  and  has,  at  various  pe¬ 
riods,  been  appiied  with  lingular 
advantage  by  thofe  who  wi Hied  to 
render  their  antagdnifts  odious  ; 
yet  the  religion  Socinus  profelfed 
will  bear  comparifon,  in  point  of 
fervency  and  purity,  with  that  of 
the  mo  ft  faintly  names  upon  record. 
As  to  the  4  more  pleafant methods 
bf  faiVationd  we  are  told  by  the  right 
reverend  annotator  (a  much  better 
authority 'on  this  fubjebt  than  the 
poet)'  that  they  were  the  duties  of 
Chriftian  morality,  which  fucceed- 
ed  the  doCfrines  of  grace *ahd  fat.is- 
fadtion  held  in  the  preceding  age. 
Now,  that  thefe  new  divines  offer¬ 
ed  falvation  upon  eafier  terms  than 


their  predeceffors,  by  fubftituting 
pradtice  to  belief,  and  a  man’s  own 
efforts  to  vicarious  fatisfadfion,  is 
not  a  very  obvious  fadb;  nor  is  it 
a  neceftary  confequence  of  facia 
tenets,  that 4  vice  fliould  find  a  flat¬ 
terer  in  the  pulpit.’  4  Such  Mon-, 
fters,’  whatever  the  poets  might 
think,  are  not  to  be  fubdued  by  the! 
thunders  of  belles-lettres  critics', I 
but  by  the  adamantine  weapons  of 
found  argument. 

44  Here  I  clofe  my  remarks  op 
this  performance.  It  would  be  no 
difficult  talk  to  adduce  from  it  many 
more  iftftances  of  111  allow  judgment 
on  books  and  things,  either  inci¬ 
dentally  mentioned,  or  defgned  a$j 
exemplifications  of  his  rules;  but! 
my  purpofe  was  to  fhew  you  how 
little  it  deferves  the  high  eftimation 
in  which  it  has  been  held,  as  a  di- 
dadlic  work. '  This,  I  truft,  has' 
Diffidently  appeared,  from  the! 
vague  and  inconfequent  manner  of 
thinking  on  fundamental  points, 
displayed  in  the  cited  paffagesl* 
The  charadler  of  a  confummate 
critic  at  twenty,  is  what  Pope  may, 
well  refign,  and  ftill  retain  enough 
of  juft  reputation  to  place  him  in 
the  moft  confpicuous  rank  of  Eng-j 
lifti  literature. 

•  V  '  Farewell!’1! 


On  the  IMPRESSION  of  REALITY  attending  DRAMATIC  RE 
. .  PRESENTATIONS,  by  the  Tame  AUTHOR.  '  "  " 


[From  the  Fourth  Volume  of  the  Memoirs  of  the  Literary  and  Phi-1 
losqphical  Society  of  Manchester.,] 


44  J\R.  John fon,  in  his  Preface 
j|_J^  to  Shakefpear*  exCufes'that 
great  poet’s  violation  of  the  Dra¬ 
matic  Unities ,  and  argues  againft 
the  law  by  which  they  have  been 
enjoined,  upon  this  principle— 
That  as,  in  faff,  we.  are  neyer  fo 


deceived  by  a  dramatic  rep  re-fen] 
tation,  as  to  believe  it  real,  thefe.il 
no  dagger  of  injuring  its  effedl  b)| 
any  thing  which  may  tend'  to  deb 
firoy  fuch  a  belief.1*, $  And  he  feem;j 
to  triumph  not  a  little,  in  expofihJ 
the  ^bftirdity  of  an  imagined  coni 
\ . . '  -  ‘  '  v  vision  I 
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ICtion,  that  a  fcene  palling  before 
air  eyes  is  real ,  when  we  are  all 
he  time  confcious  that  it  beo-an  in 

O 

ICtion. 

44  But  it  appears  to  me,  that  in 

his  inftance  (as  perhaps  in  many 

>thers)  the  critic  has  taken  a  very 

larrow  furvey  of  the  human  mind, 

nd  has  onlv  ikimmed  the  furface 
r  «<• 

or  that  truth  which  lay  fomewhat 
leeper.  The  queftion,  refpeCting 
he  nature  of  that  feeling  which  a 
cene  of  fiCtion  excites  in  us,  muff 
ie  determined  by  a  reference  to  the 
general  mode  in  which  the  mind  re¬ 
vives  impreffions.  Now,  I  fhall 
ittempt  to  fliew,  that  although  the 
heans  by  which  emotions  are  raifed 
ire  very  various,  yet  that,  when 
•aifed,  they  are  all  precifeh  the 
fame  in  their  nature,  and  only  dif¬ 
fer  in  degree  of  intenfity.  This,  I 
hink,  will  man i felt ly  appear,  if, 
n  the  firft  place,  the  fame  prin¬ 
ciple,  which  is  necelfary  to  account 
for  the  effeCt  of  one  of  thiefe  means, 
will  equally  account  for  all;  and, 
in  the  fecond  place,  if  the  evident 
md  external  expreffions  of  our  emo¬ 
tions  are  limilar  in  every  cafe. 

J 

*  44  Why  is  it  that  the  view  of  a 
real  fcene  of  dill  refs,  in  which  we 
are  not  perfonally  concerned,  ope¬ 
rates  upon  our  feelings,  but  in  con¬ 
sequence  of  that  general  principle 
of  our  nature,  whereby  the  ima?e 
of  human  pallioils  in  another  ex¬ 
cites  correfponding  emotions  in 
ourfelves  ?  Reality  itfelf  cannot 
operate  upon  us  without  a  medium  ; 
and  in  what  refpeCt  does  the  ac-. 
tion,  produced  by  the  direCt  me¬ 
dium  of  the  fenfes,  differ  from  that 
produced  by  the  remoter  mediums 
jof  recollection,  narration,  or  any 
mode  ,of  fictitious  reprefentation  ?  I. 
behold  a  perfon  fuffering  under  the 
extremity  of  torture,  and  findmy- 
felf  highly  affected  at  the  fpeCtacle. 
I  make  his  feelings  in  fforne  refpeCt 
my  pwn;  — -my  fiefh  creeps  upon 
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my  bones,  and  the  pain  of  fy Em¬ 
pathy  rifes  to  fuch  a  degree  as  to 
become  intolerable.  It  is  now  over, 
and  that  portion  of  human  mifery 
has  no  longer  an  exiftence.  Still 
the  fcene  recurs  to  my  mind,  and 
whenever  it  intrudes,  all  my  pain 
is  renewed,  though  with  lefs  in¬ 
teniity  ;  and  this  continues  to  be 
the  cafe  till  the  ideas  fade  awav. 

j 

The  identity  of  the  fenfation  is 
proved  by  the  famtnefs  of  the  cor¬ 
poreal  efreCts.  If  I  fhuddered  and 
turned  pale  at  the  real  fpeCtacle,  I 
do  the  fame  at  the  firft  recollec¬ 
tions  :  if  I  ran  with  horror  from 
the  former,  I  plunge  into  company 
or  bulinefs  to  deliver  me  from  the 
latter.  N ow,  if  it  be  allowed,  that 
my  own  mind,  aching  upon  itfelf, 
without  the  aid  of  External  objeCts, 
be  capable  of  creating  an  i  maginary 
fcene  indiftinguifhable  in  its  effects 
/rom  a  real  one,  why  ftiould  not 
equal  power  lie  granted  to  thofe 
artificial  methods,  in  which  refem- 
bling,  fenfible  objeCts  are  called  in 
to  afiift  the  operations  of  the 
fancy  ? 

44  But,  it  may  be  faid,  no  one 
denies,  as  a  matter  of  faCt,  the  power 
of  recollection  and  fictitious  repre¬ 
fentation  to  move  the  paffions;  and 
the  queftion  is  only,  what  is  necef- 
fary  to  the  production  of  this  ef¬ 
fect  ?  Now,  fince  in  the  cafe  of  a 
recolleCted  fcene,  it  cannot  be  a 
belief  of  reality  (for  no  man  believes 
that  the  event  on  which  he  refleCt? 
is  aCted  over  again),  why  fhouK 
fuch  belief  have  any  thing  more 
to  do  with  the  efficacy  of  fiCtion  ? 
And  this  reafoning  (on  which  Dr. 
Johnfon  diffufely  dwells)  is  juft,  as 
far  as  it  goes:  but  his  error  con- 
fifts  in  confounding  with  proper  be¬ 
lief  that  imprefion  of  reality,  ox  tem¬ 
porary  illufon ,  which  I  conceive  ab- 
folutely  effential  to  account  for  the 
undoubted  effeCts  produced  by  all 
the  various  imitations  of  a  ft  ion.  Be- 
G  4  liej 
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lief  is  the  confequen-ce  of  a  reflex 
operation  of  the  mind,  by  which 
we  are  convinced  of  a  truth  after 
examination  or  enquiry.  It  is  there¬ 
fore  incompatible  witn  the  impref- 
lions  of  illuiion  ;  for,  as  foon  as 
they  are  examined,  they  are  at  an 
end.  W e  cannot  afk  ourfelves  whe¬ 
ther  they  are  true,  without  difco- 
vering  them  to  be  faife.  But  it  is 
certain  we  are  often  fo  impreued 
with  a  not  on,  as  to  entertain  no 
prefent  doubts  about  it,  though  it  is 
no  objedf  of  our  belief, ,  but,  on  the 
contrary,  has  repeatedly  been  de¬ 
tected  by  us  as  a  falsehood. 

“  Dr.  Johnfon  himfelf,  fpeak- 
.3 rig  of  what  he  terms  the  extrufion  of 
Gloffer’s  eyes  in  Lear,  fays,  that  it 
4  feems  an  act  too  horrid  to  be  en- 
4  dured  in  dramatic  exhibition,  and 
4  fuch  as  muff  always  compel  the 
4  mind  to  relieve  its  diilrefs  by  in¬ 
credulity.’  Does  not,  this  exprefsly 
imply,  that  a  lefs  horrid  and  unna¬ 
tural  adtion  would  pais  on  the  Rage 
for  real  ;  and  that  the  ufual  alfec- 
tion  of  the  mind  in  dramatic  exhi¬ 
bitions  is  an  impreffion  of  reality  ? 
Hijiorical  incredulity  cannot  be  here 
meant;,  for  how  ire  we  fare  that 
thejftory  was  not  true  ?  betides,  we 
read  with  tolerable  tranquillity  of 
fadis  full  more  (hocking.  It  muff 
then  be  the  11  ineredulus  odh  of 
Ho  race, — a  refoliition  to*  difeard 
and  rejedt  what  lb,  much  pains  us. 
Horace  did  not  d  fbel.eve  that  Me¬ 
dea  had  murdered  her  children  ; 
but  when  the  iadt  was  reprefented 
to  him  in  a  vilibje  difplay,  the 
horror  he  fslt  made  him  refufe  to 
admit  it  as  a  true  feene. 

44  Further  to  elucidate  this  idea 
of  the  bmprefjion  of  reality  as  cilfindt 
from  belief  let  11s  trace  the  prog  refs 
of  the  imagination  from  the  in¬ 
fo:  nces  in  which  it  is  leaf  affifted 
bv  external  objedts,  to  thofe  in 
winch  it  is  moft  fo.  And,  not  to 


dwell  upon  the  convidf  ion  of  reality 
attending  dreams,  delirium,  and  in- 
fanity,  where  there  is  probably  a 
phyfical  caufe  operating  on  the 
brain,  I  fliall  firft  conflder  the  cafe 
of  a  reverie,  or  day-dream. 

44  Sitting  alone  in  my  ffudy,  I 
fhut  my  book,  lean  back  in  my 
chair,  and  following,  either  invo¬ 
luntarily  or  with  defign,  a  particu¬ 
lar  train  of  ideas,  foon  become  in- 
fenfible  to  all  the  objedls  around 
me,  and  wkh  the  mind’s  eye  be¬ 
hold  a  courfe  of  adtion  with  its  cor- 
refpondent  feenery,  in  which  I  ap¬ 
pear  engaged  either  as  a  fpedtator 
or  an  adtor.  The  confcioufnefs  of 
my  real  condition  is  for  a  time  fuf- 
pended  ;  and  I  feel  pleafure  or  pain, 
approbation  or  difguft,  according 
to  the  nature  of  the  fancied  feene. 
Nor  are  aflions,  indicatory  of  what 
pafles  within,  entirely  wanting  ;  and 
though  I  may  not,  with  the  vio¬ 
lence  of  Alanafcar  kicking  the 
bafket,  fpurn  the  table  from  me, 
yet  I  frnile,  frown,  move  my  lips, 
and  aflume  imperfedt  geftures  and 
attitudes,  in  correfpondence  with 
my,  internal  emotions.  Here,  then, 
is  a  pe  fedf  illuiion  effedted  by  the 
mental  faculties  alone;  commen¬ 
cing  with  complete  confcioufnefs 
of  my  real  fituation,  and  proceed¬ 
ing  to  as  complete  a  forgetfulnefs 
of  it.  A  perfon  enters  the  room— 
and  the  pageant  vaniflies. 

44  Again — I  lit  in  the  fame  place, 
and  take  up  Sterne’s  ftory  of  L6  | 
Fevre.  I  am  perfedtly  apprifed, 
not  only  that  Le  Fevre  is  not  in  my 
room,  but  that  no  fuch  perfon 
ever  exifted.  But  as  I  read,  I  fuf- 
fer  the  Writer  to  lead  me  into  thq 
fame  kind  of  reverie  which  I  had 
in  the  former  inftance  created  for 
myielf ;  and  I  follow  him  with  the  i 
greater  eafe,  as  my  mind  is  not  en- 
cumbered  with  the  labour  of  inven- 
tion,  but  paflively  admits  thofe  re-  j 

pre- 
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prefentations  of  action  and  dif- 
courfe,  which  he  has  wrought  into 
fuch  an  admirable  refemblance  of 
nature.  I  foon  become  fo  ri vetted 
to  the  book,  that  external  objects 
are  obliterated  to  me.  I  pity,  glow, 
admire ;  my  eyes  are  fuffufed  ;  I 
fob  ;  I  am  even  audible  in  my  ex- 
preffions  of  fympathy  ;  tiil  a  mef- 
fage  breaks  the  charm,  and  fummons 
me  away,  full  of  lhame  at  the 
real  tokens,  remaining  of  emotions 
founded  on  fiftion.  Now  will  any 
one,  fairly  confuiting  his  feelings, 
affert  that  in  fuch  a  cafe  he  weeps 
merely  from  the  reflexion  on  pof- 
ftble  human  calamities  ;  and  that 
Le  Fevre  is  not  for  the  time  a  real 
perfon  in  his  imagination  ? 

44  Once  more — I  read  in  Taci¬ 
tus  the  highlv-wrought  defcription 
given  by  that  hifforian  of  the  re¬ 
turn  of  Agrippina  to  Italy,  after 
the  death  of  Germanipus.  I  feel 
rpyfelf  much  intereffed  ;  but  from 
the  rapidity  of  the  narration,  the 
want  of  thofe  minute  ffrokes  which 
are  neceflary  to  fill  up  the  pifture 
of  real  life,  and  the  intermixture  of 
the  author’s  reflexions,  the  whole 
is  rather  addreffed  to  the  intellect 
than  to  the  imagination ;  and  I  rather 
cry,  4  How  admirably  this  is  de¬ 
ferred  !’  than  view  a  diftinft  fpec- 
tacle  palling  before,  my  fight.  But 
in  the  midft  of  my  reading,  I 
chance  to  caff  mv  eyes  upon  Weft’s 
pifture  of  Agrippina  landing  at 
Brunduftum  :  I  fee  her,  with  down- 
caft  eyes,  pale  and  ext  nuated,  em¬ 
bracing  the  funeral  urn— -her  little 
children  hanging  at  her  garment ; 
— I  fee  the  awe-ftruck  crowd,  the 
mourning  lifttors,  and  the  hardy  ve¬ 
terans  burfting  into  tears.  Now, 
indeed,  the  illufion  is  complete.  I 
think  no  longer  of  Tacitus,  or 
Weft — nry  heart  and  my  eyes  obey 
without  reiiftance  every  call  to 
fympathize  with  the  widowed  A- 
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grippina.  Here,  then,  an  external 
objeft,  addreffed  to  one  of  the 
fenfes,  is  called  in  to  aid  the  crea¬ 
tive  power  of  the  imagination. 

“  Attend  me  next  to  the  theatre , 
I  go,  it  is  acknowledged,  with  the 
full  conviction  that  the  place  is 
Drury  lane,  and  that  the  actors  are 
merely  players,  reprefenting  a  fic¬ 
tion  for  their  own  emolument. 
Nay,  I  go  with  the  avowed  pui pole 
of  feeing  a  favourite  aftrefs  in  a 
particular  cha  rafter.  The  curtain 
draws  up,  and  after  fome  prepara¬ 
tion,  enters  Mrs.  Siddons  in  Belvi¬ 
dera.  The  firft  employment  of  my 
mind  is  to  criticize  her  perfor¬ 
mance,  and  I  admire  the  juftnels 
of  her  aftion,  and  the  unequalled 
expreilivenefs  of  her  tones  and 
looks.  The  play  proceeds,  and  I 
am  made  privy  to  a  horrid  plot. 
With  this,  domeftic  diftretfes  are 
mingled,  involving  the  two  moll 
interefting  charafters  in  the  piece. 
By  degrees,  I  lofe  fight  of  Mrs.  Sid¬ 
dons  in  her  proper  perfon,  and 
onlv  view  her  in  the  aftumed  ftiape 
of  Belvidera.  I  ceafe  to  criticize 
her,  but  give  way  with  full  foul  to 
all  the  fentfments  of  love,  tend  ernefs, 
and  anxiety  which  Ihe  utters.  As 
the  cataftrophe  advances,  the  accu¬ 
mulated  di  ft  refs  and  anguifti  lay  faff 
hold  on  my  heart :  I  fob,  weep,  am 
almoft  choaked  with  the  mixed 
emotions  of  pity,  terror,  and  ap¬ 
pro  hen  fi  on,  and  totally  forget  the 
theatre,  the  actors,  and  the  audi¬ 
ence,  till,  perhaps,  my  attention  to 
prefent  objects  is  recalled  by  the 
fereams  or  fivooning  of  a  neighbour 
ftill  more  affected  than  myfteif. 
Shall  the  cold  critic  now  tell  me,  I 
am  fare  you  do  not  believe  Mrs. 
Siddons  to  be  Belvidera,  and  there¬ 
fore  you  can  only  be  aifefted  in 
confequence  of  44  the  reflexion  fir  at 
4  the  ev  Is  before  you  are  evils  to 
4  which  yourfelf  may  be  expoled— 

4  you 
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*  you  rather  lament  the  poffibility, 

*  than  fuppofe  the  prefence,  of  mi- 

*  feryB  The  identity  of  Belvi-dera 
is  out  of  the  queftion  ;  for  who  was 
Belvidera?  and  certainly  my  own 
liability  to  evils,  fome  of  them  im- 
-poflible  to  happen  to  rne,  and  others 
highly  improbable,  is  the  faith  eft 
thing  from  my  thoughts ;  befides, 
were  the  effeCf  of  a  fpe&acle  ofdif- 
trefs  dependent  on  this  principle,  it 
would  be  equally  requihte  in  the 
real,  as  in  the  fictitious  feene. 
W  hat  I  feel,  is  genuine  Jympathy , 
inch  as  by  a  law  of  my  nature  ever 
refults  from  the  image  of  a  fuffer- 

w  o 

fng  fellow-creature,  by  whatfoever 
means  fuch  an  image  is  excited. 
The  more  powerfully  ft  is  imp  ref- 
fed  on  my  imagination,  and  the 
more  completely  it  banifhes  ail 
other  ideas  either  of  fenfe  o„r  re¬ 
flexion,  the  more  perfect  is  its  ef¬ 
fect  ;  and  reality  has  no  advantage 
in  this  refpeCt  over  fiction,  as  Ions 
as  the  temporary  illuften  produced 
by  the  latter  continues.  That  fuch 
an  illufiop  ftiouid  take  place  at  the 
theatre,  where  every  circumftance 
art  can  invent  has  been  employed 
to  favour  it,  cannot  be  thought  ex¬ 
traordinary,  after  it -has  been  fihewn, 
that  a  feene  of  the  mind’s  own  crea¬ 
tion  can  efreeft  it. 

44  And  for  what  end,  but  that  of 
deception,  are  fuch  pains  taken  in 
ad ju fling  the  fceiiery,  d redes,  de¬ 
corations,  &  c.  to  as  near  a  refem- 
blan  ce  as  poflible  of  reality  ? — whv 

m  -*■  J  J 

might  net  the  piece  be  as  well  read 
}n  the  clofet  as  reprefented  on  the 
ftage,  if  all  its  effeCt  depended  on 
the  pleating  modulation  of  lan¬ 
guage,  prompting  juft  reflexions  on 
life  and  manners?  Some  effcCl, 
doubtlefsftis  produced  by  a  tragedy 
read ;  but  this  is  exactly  in  propor¬ 
tion  to  the  dramatic  powers  of  the 
peader,  and  the  ftrength  of  imagi- 
pation  in  the  hearer  j  and  always 


falls  much  ftiort  of  that  of  a  per¬ 
fect  reprefentation  on  the  ftage, 

44  But,  fays  the  critic,  4  the  de- 
4  light  of  tragedy  proceeds  from  a 
4  confcioufnefs  of  fiCtion ;  if  we 
4  thought  murders  and  treafons  real, 

4  they  would  pleafe  no  more.’  Der- 
light  is  not  the  word  by  which  I 
would  chufe  to  denote  thofe  fenfa- 
tions  in  the  deeper  feenes  oftragedy, 
which  often  arife  to  fuch  a  pitch  of 
intenfity,  as  to  be  really  and  exqui? 
fitely  painful.  I  do  not  here  mean 
ro  enter  into  an  enquiry  concern¬ 
ing  the  fource  of  the  intereft  we 
take  in  fpeCtacles  of  terror  and 
diftrefs.  It  is  fufficient  to  obferve, 
that  juft  the  fame  difficulty  here 
occurs  in  reality,  as  in  fiCtion. 
Every  awful  and  terrific  feene  from 
an  eruption  of  Etna,  or  an  attack 
on  Gibraltar,  to  a  ftreet-fire  or  3 
boxing-match,  is  gazed,  at  by  af- 
fembled  multitudes.  In  hiftories, 
is  it  not  the  page  of  battles,  4  trea¬ 
fons  and  murders,’  on  which  we 
dwell  with  moil  avidity  ?  I  do  not 
Jiefitate  to  aflert,  that  we  never  be¬ 
hold  with  pie af ure  in  fictitious  re? 
prefentation  what  we  fhoulcl  not. 
have  viewed  with  a  fimilar  fenfa- 
tion  in  real  aCtion.  The  truth  is, 
that  many  of  the  tragic  diftreffes  are 
fo  blended  with  lofty  and  heroic 
fentiments,  fhat  the  imprefiion  of 
forrow  for  the  fufferer  is  loft  in  ap- 
plaufe  and  admiration. 

44  When  Cato  groans,  who  does 
not  wilh  to  bleed  ?  And  when  this  , 
is  not  the  cafe,  but  pure  mifery  is, 
painted  without  the  alleviations  of 
glory  and  confcious  virtue,  the  ef¬ 
fects  on  the  beholder  are  invariably  , 
pain  and  difguft.  We  are,  indeed, 
by  the  ftrong  impulfe  of  curiofity, 
led  to  fuch  reprefentations,  as  the 
crowd  are  to  fights  and  executions; 
but  what  man  of  nice  feelings  would 
go  a  fecond  time  to  fee  Fatal  Curio ? 

/  s 

Jity,  or  the  butchery  of  a  Damien  > 

■  '  «  With  i 


attending  Dramatic  Representations.  [xq^j 


ft  With  refpeft  to  the  principle 
jyhich  renders  a  degree  of  dramatic 
unity  necefiary,  it  feems  not  difficult 
to  be  afcertained.  Congruity  is  alike 
eftential  in  real  and  in  fiftitious 
fcenes,  to  preferve  a  continuity  of 
emotion.  After  a  pathetic  fpeecn 
jn  a  play,  if  the  aftor  immediately 
turns  his  eyes  on  the  audience,  or 
bows  to  the  boxes,  we  feel  the  effect 
to  be  fpoiled  ;  why  ?  becaufe  it  is 
plain  he  is  not  the  man  he  before 
appeared  to  be  ;  for  it  is  impofiible 
that  poignant  borrow  fho*ld  be  inir 
mediately  *  fucceeded  by  indiffer¬ 
ence.  Thus  if  a  perfon  were  to 
.afk  our  charity  with  a  lamentable 
tale  of  woe,  and  fuitabie  exoreftion 
pf  countenance,  and  we  fhould  im¬ 
mediately  afterwards  deteft  him 
fmiling  or  nodding  to  a  companion, 
the  firfc  imprefiion  of  pity  would 
be  loft  in  a  conviftlon  or  fraud.  A 
ludicrous  incident  on  the  ft£ge  inter- 
rupts  the  flow  of  tears  in  the  deeped: 
tragedy,'  and  fills  the  houfe  with 
general  laughter.  It  is  juft  the  fame 
|n  real  life.  At  the  funeral  of  a 
dear  friend,  at  the  death  of  a  martyr, 
circumftances  may  occur,  which 
not  only  divert  the  attention,  but 
even  provoke  a  fmile.  But  fuch 
diftracftions  in  the  real  fcene  are 
piort,  and  the  true  ftate  of  things 
rufties  again  on  the  mind.  In  imi¬ 
tative  reprefentations,  on  the  con¬ 
trary,  they  may  be  fo  forcible  and 
frequent,  as  entirely  to  deftroy  the 
pffeft  intended  fo  be  produced. 

“  Incongruities  in  dramatic  fpec- 
tacles  may  be  of  various  kinds. 
*They  may  arife  from  the  charac¬ 
ters,  the  diftion,  or  |he  fable. 
Thofe  which  proceed  from  the  vio¬ 
lation  of  what  are  termed  the  unities 
of  time  and  place  are,  perhaps,  the 
leaf!  injurious  of  any  ;  for  we  find 
by  experience,  that  the  mind  poi- 
felfts  the  faculty  of  accommodating 
ftfelf,  with  the  greateft  facility,  to 


fudden  changes  in  thefe  particulars. 
Indeed,  where  the  fable  will  admit 
it,  the  intervention  of  afts  renders 
the  change  of  time  and  place  no  in¬ 
congruity  at  all.  For  the  drama  is 
then  a  hiftory,  of  which  certain 
parts  are  exhibited  in  dialogue,  and 
the  reft  in  narration.  Now,  it  is 
impofiible  to  gave  a  reafon,  why  the 
mind,  which ‘can  accompany  with 
its  emotions  a  levies  of  entire  nar¬ 
ration,  fhould  refufe  to  follow  a 
ftory  of  which  the  molt  linking 
parts  are  exhibited  in  a  manner 
more  peculiarly  imprefiive.  During 
the  continuance,  indeed,  of  the 
dramatic  aft  ion,  every  thing  fhould 
be  as  much  as  poffible  in  unifon ; 
for  as  the  ftage  is  the  moll  exaft: 
imitation  of  real  life  that  art  can 
invent,  and  in  fome  refpefts  eyen 
perfect,  an  inconfiftency  in  one 
point  is  rendered  more  obvious  by 
companion  with  the  reft.  Thus, 
with  re vard  to  time  ;  as  the  confer- 
fation  on  the  ftage  employs  the  very 
fame  fpace  of  time  as  it  would  in  a 
real  fcene,  it  feems  requifite,  that 
the  accompanying  adtion  fiiould  not 
exceed  thofe  limits.  If,  while  the 
ftage  has  been  occupied  by  the 
fame  performers,  or  an  pn  interrupt-* 
ed  fuccefiion  of  new  ones,  the  ftory 
fhould  require  the  tranfaftions  of 
half  a  day  to  run  parallel  with  the 
difcourfe  of  half  an  hour,  we  could 
fcarcely  fail  to  be  fenfible  of  an  in¬ 
congruity,  and  cry  to  ourfelves, 
i  this  is  impofiible!’  Such  a  cir- 
cumftance  would  give  a  rude  fiiock 
to  the  train  of  opr  ideas,  and  awaken 
us  out  of  that  dream  of  the  fancy, 
in  which  it  is  the  great  purpofe  of 
dramatic  reprefentations  to  engage 
us.  For  notwithflanding  a  critic  of 
Dr.  Johnfon’s  name  (whole  neat 
and  imagination,  however,  appear 
from  numerous  inftances  to  have 
been  very  intraftable  to  the  efforts 
of  fiftion)  has  thought  fit  to  treat 
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the  fuppofed  illu.fi on  of  the  theatre  and  particularly  by  the  drama,  1*6,  I 
with  naj.cule,  I  cannot  but  be  con-  obferve,  fupported  by  Dr.  Darwin, 
vlncedoftkeexiftenceoi  vvhatl  have  ih  the  ingenious  profe  Interludes  of 
fo  often  my  fell  felt,  and  Aentheef-  his  leaves  of  the  Plants  ;  and  by  ar- 
fedts  of  in  others;  and  if  the  point  guments  fo  fimilar  to  thofe  here 
were  to  be  decided  by  authority,  I  made  ufe  of,  that  it  will  be  proper 
might  confidently  repofe  on  that  of  for  me  to  fay,  that  this  fhort  B.ifdy 
the  judicious  Horace,  who  charac-  was  written  fome  years  before  the 
terifes  his  mafter  of  the  drama,  as  appearance  of  that  beautiful  poem, 
one,  1  The  writer  whom  Dr.  Dartvin  com- 

- qUi  pedtus  inanlter  angic,  bats  on  this  occafion,  is  hi  Jofhua 

Irr'.tat,  malcet,  faffs  ttrroribus  knpkt  Reynolds,  who  feems  implicitly  to 

Ut  magus;  &  modo  me'  Thcbjs,  modo  have  adopted  the  opinion  of  his 
ponit  Athenis.  friend  Dr.  Johnfoii. 

“  The  notion  of  a  temporary  delu-  J.  Aion,’* 

fion  produced  by  fire  imitative  arts, 


ESSAY  on  the  different  STYLES  of  ARCHITECTURE, 

and  their  Origin. 

{From  Travels  in  India  during  the  Years  1780,  1781,  1782,  and 

1783.  By  William  Hodges,  R.  A.] 

being  immediately  connedfed  with 
the  fubjeel  which  is  now  before  us, 
and  I  conceive  perfectly  calculated 
for  a  work  profeiiedly  dedicated,  in 
fome  meafure,  to  the  hiibory  and 
progrefs  of  the  arts  in  India. 

“  As  I  am  neither  fufficiently 
qualified,  nor  willing  to  lofe  my7 
felf  in  the  unfathomable,  and  per¬ 
haps,  impenetrable  darknefs  of 
eaffern  antiquities,  I  fhall  not,  for  ■ 
the  prefent,  fay  any  thing  on  the 
charafileriftic  difference  of  the  ori¬ 
ginal  Hindoo,  and  the  more  mo¬ 
dern  ftyle  of  Moorifh  architedbure, 
in  which  all  the  great  monuments  - 
are  con  ft  ru  filed  ;  but  I  fliall  con-- 
fine  my  felf  to  a  fewT  ioofe  remarks  . 
on  the  prototypes,  or  firfl  models 
of  architecture,  as  far  as  it  is  an  art 
both  of  tafte  and  convenience. 

u  That  the  Grecian  architecture 
comprizes  all  that  is  excellent  in 
the  art,  I  cannot  help  confidering 
as  a  dodtrine,  which  is  in  itfelf  as 
•  A  ' '  ■  erro-s 


61  ¥T  is  certainly  curious  to  ob¬ 
it  ferve  molt  of  the  ornamental 
parts  of  Grecian  archidture  appear¬ 
ing  in  a  building  eredted  on  the 
plains  of  Hindoftan.  I  was  indeed 
much  ftruck  with  this  circum- 
Itance,  and  ied  to  refiedt  upon  it 
fo  frequently,  that  I  was  at  length 
tempted  to  commit  to  paper  a  few' 
thoughts  on  thefe  different  ftyles  of 
architedture,  which,  in  the  form  of 
a  pamphlet  upon  the  fffbjedt,  was 
accompanied  by  two  large  plates 
engraved  front  pictures,  entitled, 
‘  Views  of  the  GAte  leading  to  the 
‘  Tomb  of  A  char  at  Secundii, 
*  ana  the  Mausoleum  of  the  Em- 
4  peror  Shere  Shah  at  Safferam.’ 
As  the  effay  accompanying  thefe 
plates  was  printed  on  a  fcate  equal 
to  the  plates,  and  as  1  have  hnce 
found  that  it  could  not  on  that  ac¬ 
count  be  read  with  any  conveni¬ 
ence,  I  am  determined  to  introduce 
the  fubllance  of  it  in  this  place,  as 
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erroneous  and  fervile,  as  in  its  con- 
fequences  it  is  deftruftive  of  every 
hope  of  improvement.  Architec¬ 
ture  undoubtedly  (hould,  and  muff, 
be  adapted  to  all  the  climates  and 
countries  which  mankind  inhabit, 
and  is  varioufly,  more  than  any 
other  art,  influenced  and  modified 
by  the  nature  of  the  climate  and 
materials,  as  well  as  by  the  habits 
and  purfuits  of  the  inhabitants. 

u  I  have  not  read  father  Ladola?s 
famous  diflertation  on  the  abfur- 
dity  of  the  mifplaced  and  unprin¬ 
cipled  imitation  of  Greek  archi¬ 
tecture  ;  nor  am  I  in  the.  Ieaff  pre¬ 
judiced  againft  its  very  eminent 
beauties  and  perfections  :  but  why 
fhould'we  admire  it  in  an  exclu  ■ 
five  manner  ;  or,  blind  to  the  ma- 
^jefty,  boldnefs,  and  magnificence 
of  the  Egyptian,  Hindoo,  Moorilh, 
and  Gothic,  as  admirable  wonders 
of  arc niteCc tire,  unmercifully  blame 
and  defpife  them,  1  ecanfe  they  are 
more  various  in  then  forms,  and 
not  reducible  to  the  precife  rules 
of  the  Greek  hut,  prototype,  and' 
column  ?  or  became  in  fmailer 
parts,  perhaps  accidentally  fimilar, 
their  proportions  are  different  from 
thofe  to  which  wre  are  become  fa¬ 
miliar  by  habit  ? 

“  Allowing,  what  muff  be  al¬ 
lowed,  that  the  Greek  columns,  as 
they  are  drawn  and  applied  by  ge¬ 
nius,  are  the  mod  beautiful  done 
reprefentations  of  the  wo  den  props 
or  flip  ports  of  their  original  hue ; 
and  that  in  their  general  forms,  and 
each  fubordinate  part,  they  are  the 
ne  plus  ultra  of  fiifiplicity,  ftrength, 
and  elegance ;  fliall  we  precipitately 
determine,  that  the  whole  excel¬ 
lence  of  architecture  depends  on 
the  column  alone,  or  forget  that  its 
great  effeft  depends  rather  upon 
the  great  mafies  and  forn  s,  and 
upon  the  fymmetry,  ftrength,  and 
convenient'}'  ? 


u  However  partial  I  muff  feel, 
from  habit  and  education,  to  the 
Greeks,  whofe  free  and  unfettered 
genius,  in  a  long  feries  of  ages,  im¬ 
proved  the  original  hut  of  a  woody 
country  into  the  incomparable 
beauties  of  a  marble  temple  or  pa¬ 
lace  ;  yet  I  freely  avow  that  this  by- 
no  means  prevents  my  entertaining 
a  fimilar  partiality  for  countries, 
where  different  models  have  been 
brought  to  an  equal  perfection. 
The  forms  of  the  fir  ft  habitations 
have  differed,  as  the  refpeCfive 
countries,  climates,  and  manners  of 
the  builders,  and  as  the  nature, 
abundance.,  or  fcantinefs  of  mate¬ 
rials  have  directed. 

6i  Caverns,  deep  vallies,  fhaggy 
overhanging  rocks,  hpllow  trees, 
and  the  thick  impenetrable  foliage 
of  the  forelt,  have  been  equally  the 
natural  retreat  an  occafional  ha¬ 
bitation  of  the  wild  eafts,  and  of 
men  whom  different  accidents  have 
left  unac  quainter  wi»h  the  com¬ 
forts  of  fociety,  e  •  p;ff  i  to  the  in- 
cleme  ■  ies  of  the  feafionsgor  to  the 
apprehend  on  of  dangers  from  ani¬ 
mals  of  prey,  or  the  no  lefts  dan¬ 
gerous  enemies  of  their  own  Spe¬ 
cies.  Men  are  neither  born  with 
tools  to  build  with,  nor  can  be  fup- 
pofed  to  have  intuitively  an  innate 
idea  of  any  particular  form  of  ha¬ 
bitation,  iuch  as  bountiful  nature 
has  afligned  to  the  beaver,  the  i  wal¬ 
low,  or  the  bee ;  but  man  is  bom 
with  a  native  fenfe  of  his  wants, 
and  w  th  judgment  and  intellec¬ 
tual  powers  to  improve  his  fituation 
bv  fuch  means  as  the  country  af¬ 
fords,  and  as  the  climate  will  fug¬ 
ged. 

“  Thus  far  I  can  venture  to  ftate, 
not  only  from  what  I  have  read, 
but  likewifte  by  a  ftronger  con¬ 
viction,  from  what  I  have  den  in 
the  various  climate^  and  parts  of 
the  world  in  which  I  have  beheld 

man- 
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mankind,  in  almoft  ever  j  jtage  of 
Negative  or  pofitive  civilization; 

44  The  hollow  tree,  and  the 
thick  foliage  of  the  foreft,  into 
which  even  kings  of  Ithaca  and 
Britain  have  retired,  are  fitter  for 
occafional  than  for  permanent  re- 
fidence.  They  appear  evidently 
imitated  in  the  wigwams  of  the 
torpid,  wretched,  unfettled  Peche-  * 
rais  on  the  frozen  coaft  of  Terra 
del  Fuego  ;  of  the  equally  inde¬ 
pendent,  but  not  more  fortunate, 
jNfew  Hollanders,  in  a  milder  cli¬ 
mate  ;  and  of  the  more  civilized 
and  fagacious  hunting  favages  of 
North  America. 

44  Thefe  wigwams,  nearly  the 
fame  everv  where  as  to  form,  differ 
in  various  countries  only  in  the 
nature  of  v  the  materials  they  are 
built  with,  fuch  as  the  boughs  of 
trees,  fhrubs,  creeping  plants,  reeds, 
fods,  and  grafs.  Now,  if  any  of 
thefe  wandering  families  of  hunters 
and  fifhermen  fliould  become  fta- 
tionary,  or  form  into  larger  foci- 
eiies,  they  would  foon  be  difpofed 
to  give  to  their  habitations  as  much 
durability  and  conveniency  as  their 
^climates,  materials,  and  manner  of 
life  would  admit  of;  nor  is  it  pro¬ 
bable  they  would  lofe  light  of  their 
prototype,  the  wigwam,  or  mate¬ 
rially  deviate  from  it  in  the  exter¬ 
nal  form  of  their  more  capacious 
ereTion.  For  conftant  refidence, 
thefe  would  be  improved  into  the 
various  thatches  and  huts  which  I 
have  feen  in  the  South -fea  iflands, 
and  which  the  negroes  on  the  coaft 
of  Guinea,  and  the  Flottentots,  in¬ 
habit  ;  high  and  low,  circular  or 
fquare,  open  at  all  Tides,  inclofed 
with  palifades,  matting,  or  wicker¬ 
work,  hurdles,  lattice,  or  mud 
walls.  They  will  raife  them  on 
piles  above  the  .  ground,  and,  as  it 
were,  fufpend  them  in  the  air,  in 
countries  where  the  dampneff  of 
•  7  ' 


the  foil,  or  fudden  inundations*' 
would  endanger  their  lives  and  pro¬ 
perty  ;  as  on  the  banks  of  the  Ma* 
rannon,  or  Oroonoko,  in  Guinea, 
and  in  the  inland  parts  of  Surinam  : 
they  will  keep  th&rh  low^  and,  as 
it  were,  link  them  under  ground,' 
in  colder  climates,  ’  where  heavy 
blafts  of  wind  and  fnow  teach  them 
filch  methods  of  felf-defence.  Wan¬ 
dering  nations,  of  herdfmen,  fifh-  j 
ermen,  and  warriors,  fuch  as  the 
Arabs,  Calmucks,  Monguls,  Ton-  | 
quefees,  ^Tartars,  Efquimaux^ 
Greenlanders,  Laplanders,  Samo- 
jedes,  and  Offiaeks,  lind  in  the  . 
fkinS  of  their  cattle,  of  their  flocks, 
and  of  then-  fifties,  materials ;  and 
in  their  camels,  horfes,  bullocks, 
and  fifning-boats,  conveyances  of 
portable  huts,  and  imitations  of 
their  original  wigwams,  huts  and 
tents,  which  in  fhape  will  differ 
more  6r  lefs,  according  to  the-  dif-* 
ferent  materials  they  are  made  of.  1 
W e  find  them  of  feal  and  rein-deefl 
fkins  in  the  north,  of  hides,  felt,  or 
matting;  in  Arabia  or  Tartary,  in 
the  form  of  cones,  with  fquare 
roofs,  and  open  or  ffiut  at  the 
tides. 

Xi  The  different  habitations  will 
retain  more  or  lefs  of  their  primi¬ 
tive  form  in  proportion  as  the  dif¬ 
ferent  builders  remain  independent 
and  unmlxed,  unconnected,  and  in 
the  fame  date  and  culture  ;  and  as 
habit  reconciles  the  human  mind 
to  almoft  every  thing,  each  of  thefe 
nations  or  tribes  will  regard  their  1 
primitive  habitations  with  the  fame' 
eye  of  partiality  as  they  are  preju-  ! 
diced  in  favour  of  their  refpeCtire"] 
countries;  but whenincreaftng opu¬ 
lence,  ambition,  or  fuccefsful  op- 
preftion,  create  artificial  wants,  and 
the  great  look  for  more  convent-  I 
ence  and  diftinClion,  the  national 
primitive  hut  or  tent  will  be  en-( 
larged,,  and  embellifhed  with  what 
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is  codly  among  them.  When  emi¬ 
grations  to  foreign  countries  take 
place,  their  prototype  will  follow 
the  colonid,  and  genius  will  at  lafh . 
dretch  and  improve  it  to  the  lad 
degree  of  perfeftion  of  which  it  is 
capable.  What  this  is,  or  may  be, 
in  architeHure,  we  fee  with  admi¬ 
ration  exemplified  in  the  old  Greek 
and  Roman  architecture,  which  is 
the  thatched  wooden  hut,  meta- 
morphofed  by  genius  into  a  marble 
edifice,  and  vet  exprefiing  its  ori¬ 
ginal  parts  in  fuch  proportions  as 
are  confident  with  the  nature  of 
done  and  marble.  Agreeably  to 
the  fame  principle,  the  mod  ele¬ 
gant  Chinefe  build ings’are  evident¬ 
ly  imitations  of  the  tent  made  of 
bamboo,  where  drength  and  den- 
der  tapering  form,  admit  of  higher 
proportions  and  wider  intercoium- 
niations,  and  mud,  of  courfe,  make 
the  Greek  marble  column  and  its 
narrow  intercolumniation  appear 
heavy  in  comparifon  with  the  Chi¬ 
nefe.  The  Chinefe  idea  of  the 
beauties  of  their  architecture  mud 
differ  from  that  of  the  Greeks,  and 
the  Greek  rule  of  architectural 
beauty  cannot  reafonably  be  ap¬ 
plied  to  the  principle  and  materials 
of  Chinefe  buildings.  How  far  all 
the  above  prototypes  of  buildings 
are  improveable,  mud  be  left  to  the 
future  exertions  of  genius. 

“  The  oblong  and  tapering  huts 
of  the  people  of  Eader  Idand,  in 
the  Southern  Ocean,  are  hardly 
improveable  in  that  country,  which 
is  almod  deditute  of  timber.  An 
active  people,  fuch  as  its  former  in¬ 
habitants  feem  to  have  been,  might, 
indeed,  imitate  them  in  done  ;  but 
would  thefe  huts  fugged  any  idea 
but  that  of  ribbed  oblong  arches, 
tapering  oil  everv  fide?  Even  the 
fimple  wigwam  will,  under  the  in¬ 
fluence  of  fortunate  circumdances, 
be  adorned  by  genius,  with  all  the, 


pomp  of  Flora  ;  the  rofe,  the  vine, 
fhe  hcmey-fuckle,  and  the  gourd, 
will  be  entwined they  wall  be 
formed  into  cool  and  fhady  bowers, 
like  thefe  which  the  glowing  ima¬ 
gination  of  Milton  affigned  to  our 
ftrd  parents  in  the  garden  of  Eden. 

The  cavern  and  grotto,  by  na¬ 
ture  fitted  for  the  fafe  retreat  and 
habitation  of  man,  has  in  itfelf  ma¬ 
ny  advantages ;  in  particular,  a  fo- 
lidity  and  durability,  which  art  has 
never  been  able  fuccefsfully  to  imi¬ 
tate  :  its  impenetrable  fides  and  ex¬ 
ternal  form  are  the  mountain  itfelf. 

“  When  airy,  fpacious,  and  lofty 
within,  on  a  rifing  ground,  com¬ 
manding  an  extenfive  profpeH  and 
a  fpring,  on  the  banks  of  rivers,  or 
in  the  cliffs  on  the  fea  diore,  how 
dedrable  in  a  burning  climate'!  Im¬ 
penetrable  to  wind;  and  weather, 
how  acceptable  in  cold  climates, 
which  are  deprived  of  timber  !  Let 
us  have  a  nearer  view  of  its  gloomy 
recedes. 

u  They  are  indiferiminately  found 
in  every  climate ;  but  in  moun¬ 
tainous  countries  only,  in  which, 
.as  the  Swiis  philofophers  tell  us 
with  a  particular  complacency  to 
themfelves,  fagacity  fooner  ripens 
into  genius,  and  in  which  the  ma¬ 
terials  for  building  artificial  moun¬ 
tains  and  caves  are  obvious  at  every 
dep.  Violence  and  fuperior  force 
would  loon  take  podedion  of  thofe 
whigh  are  fitted  for  habitation  and 
fafety.  The  bones  and  remains  of 
the  larged  and  fierceft  wild. beads, 
fuch  as  the  elephant,  rhinoceros, 
lion,  tiger,  bear,  and  wolf,  formerly 
the  lords  cf  the  wildernefs,  are  dill 
found  in  many  of  them,  and  con- 
ftitute  fo  many  proofs  of  their  ex- 
clufive  podedion.  Is  it  to  be  won¬ 
dered  at,  that  the  douted,  fierced, 
and  craftied,  amongft  the  lords  of 
the  whale  creation,  fliould  alio  have 
laid  hold  and  kept  fimilar  podedion 
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of  them  from  the  remoteft  anti¬ 
quity  ? 

u  A  good  cavern  was  then  a  fu- 
perb  palace  :  imc'er  certain  circum- 
ftances  it  is  fo  frill.  If  thefe  great 
men,  or  ufurpers,  became  after¬ 
wards  objects  of  fuperftitious  ado¬ 
ration,  or  if  they  have  themfelves 
been  the  framers  of  any  fyftem  of 
fuperftition.  then  we  fhall  no  longer 
be  at  a  lefts  to  account  for  the  al- 
moft  univerfal  tradition  which  cha- 
radterifes  rocks  and  caverns  as  the 
haunts  and  facred  habitations  of 
the  gods ;  and  in  confequence  of 
which  the  form  and  gloom  of  fuch 
caverns  have  been  univerfally  imi¬ 
tated  in  the  oldeft  temples.  Their 
external  form  and  appearance  is  the 
fpiry  rock,  the  towering,  cliff,  and 
the  mountain  in  its  immenfe  extent : 
hove  various  1  how7  grand  !  Their 
inner  form,  their  breaks,  and-  rnaffes, 
how  infinitely  more  various,  grand, 
and  riiajeftic,  than  any  thing  which 
the  poor  wigwam,  and  its  rnoft  in¬ 
genious  imitations,  can  fuggeft  or 
boaft  of,  wrhich,  compared  to  them, 
dwindle  into  nothing  ;  their  won¬ 
derful  variety,  their  fnape,  their 
ftrufture,  combination  of  parts,  and 
natural  ornaments,  depend  partly 
on  the  difference  of  the  caufes  and 
circumftances  •  under  which  they 
have  been  formed,  and  on  the  na¬ 
ture  of  ihe  mountains  in  which  they 
are  found.  The  granite,  which 
forms  the  higheft  rnaffes  of  the 
oldefi  mountains,  affeeffs  particular 
forms,  and  difplays  a  mixture  of 
parts,  which  are  either  not  found, 
°tare  lefs  difcernible  in  other  rocks, 
fuch  as  glittering  or  gold-coloured 
mica,  cryftal,  and  a  more  or  lefs 
hardened  balls,  in  which  thefe  are 
wrapped  up  and  confined.  It  is 
found,  evidently  ftratified,  in  un¬ 
couth  beds  of  immenfe  extent,  va- 
rioufiy  inclined,  which  fu rnaffes 


folid  rnaffes  of  almoft  every  fize  ancf 

dimenjfioB. 

“  The  largeft  obelffks.  of  Egypt 
have  been  hewn  out  of  them.  When 
fhattered  or  broken  by  the  irrefift- 
ible  fhock  of  earthquakes,  the  im- 
petuofity  of  torrents,  when  worn 
by  the  current  of  rivers,  or  corro¬ 
ded  or  mouldered  by  the  flower 
addon  of  froft,  wind,  and  weather,) 
the  horrid  crufli  and  downfall  of 
mountains  prefents  the  granite! 
blocks  and  ftrata  in  their  rude  un- 
wieldy  immenfity,  wildly  piled  up¬ 
on  each  other,  fo  as  to  form  acci-l 
dentally  huts  and  caverns  beneath,  i 
In  the  fame  manner,  they  appear 
naked  and  laid  bare  on  the  weather¬ 
beaten  tops  and  prominences  of  the 
higheft  mountains.  -  j 

a  The  fiffures  and  divifions  of 
the  rnaffes  appear  in  various  direc¬ 
tions,  agreeably  to  the  force  which 
has  adted  upon  them  ;  and  in  fome 
cafes  they  are  wonderfully  equi-i 
poifed  and  balanced  upon  each 
other. 

“  I  have  been  informed  by  an» 
ingenious  and  learned  friend  of 
mine,  well  acquainted  with  the  na¬ 
tural  hiftorv  of  Cornwall,  that  we 
need  not  go  to  Upper  Egypt  or  the 
Alps  for  the  fludy  of  granite  mou n-i 
tains ;  the  whole  fou,th-wefterIy 
end  of  this  ifland,  beginning  at 
Dartmoor  in  Devonftiire,  and  ex- j 
tending  through  the  whole  county 
of  Cornwall,  to  the  remoteft  cliffs; 
and  rocks  of  the  Sciliy  Elands,  is 
more  or  lefs  a  mafs  of  granffe,  al- 
moft  every  where  interacted'  byj 
metallic  veins ;  that  this  chiefly; 
appears  in  St  Michael’s  Mount,  in 
Mount’s, Bay,  on  the  fouth  coaftj 
that  fome  metallic  veins  or  lodes,  ill 
the  high  towering  cliffs  on  the  1 
north  coaft,  corroded  and  decom*{| 
poffed  by  the  furious  battering  of  . 
the  lea,  have  left  ftupendoiis.  ca-l 
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verns  and  excavations,  of  which  he 
mentions  one  in  Wicka  Cove,  be¬ 
tween  St.  Ives  and  St.  Juft,  <is  par¬ 
ticularly  grand,  and  worthy  the 
infpedhon  of  the  artift,  as  well  as 
of  the  natural  hiftorian. 

u  In  calcareous,  moftly  Gratified 
mountains,  caverns  are  more  va¬ 
rious  and  common  :  betides  the  ac¬ 
cidental  caves  produced  by  the  giv¬ 
ing  way  and  tumbling  down  of 
mountainous  mafies,  and  the  de- 
compofition  of  metallic  and  other 
lades,  more  extenfive  and  Angular 
excavations  are  found  in  them,  evi¬ 
dently  produced  by  earthquakes,  or 
by  the  decompofition  of  parts  of  the 
rocky  matfes,  or  of  the  Gratified 
rock  fait,  which  they  fiirrounded 
and  covered.  Such  are,  t  am  in¬ 
formed,  among  many  others,  the 
caverns  hear  Chudleigh  and  Ply¬ 
mouth,  in  Devonfhire,  and  thofe 
which  are  fo  jufily  famous  near  Caf- 
tleton  and  Buxton  in  Derbyfhire.  In 
I  thefe  lafi  we  behold  the  undeniable 
prototype  of  the  lofty  femicircular 
dome,  and  of  the  arched  vault,  of 
which  the  hut  of  the  Grecians  could 
not  fuggeft  the  idea.  I  defcribe 
I  them,  from  the  accurate  observations 
[of  the  above-mentioned  ingenious 
[gentleman,  as'  wonderfully  regu¬ 
lar,  and  as  large  conical  excavations 
I  in  the  roof  of  thefe  caverns,  which, 
I  examined  by  the  light  of  torches,  ap¬ 
peared  to  refemble  fo  many*  femi- 
Icircular  or  parabolical  cupolas,  or, 
■to  ufe  a  lefs  dignified  comparifon, 
Ifo  many  immenfe  bells.  The  ca- 
jverns  in.  calcareous,  or  more  mo- 
Idern  adventitious  mountains,  fhew 
■in  their  walls,  beficles  the  texture 
fend  Gratification,  petrified  marine, 
fer  other  bodies,  which  are  never 
■found  in  granite  or  fimilar  filicious 
Slones  r  a  wonderful  variety  of  glit- 
tering  fpar  cryftals ;  and,  in  parti¬ 
cular,  incruftations  of  fnow-white 
par  or  Galadfite,  which  either  form 
mdulated  hangings  on  their  fides, 
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or  ificles  dripping  from  their  roofs, 
in  the  Hi  ape  of  columns,  pillars, 
&c.  Thefe  are  the'  peculiar  glories 
and  features  of  the  grotto  of  Anti- 
paros.  I  pafs  over  the  caverns  ill 
date  and  loofer  grit-done,  to  dwell 
one  infiant  longer  on  thofe  which 
are  produced  by  volcanic  erup¬ 
tions,  and  chiefly  by  the  contrac¬ 
tion  of  cooling  lavas.  They  totally 
differ  in  form  and  features  from  the 
preceding  :  the  forms  which  thefe 
a  flu  me  will  refemble  the  apertures 
and  bubbles  which  are  found  ill 
other  fcoria.  Some  of  them  which 
are  found  in  Iceland  will  hold  nu¬ 
merous  flocks  of  fheep ;  they  are 
thread  hundreds  of  fathoms  in  vari¬ 
ous  branches  underground,  and  have 
ferved  formerly  as  firongholds  and 
habitations  to  the  rufiic  heroes  and 
warriors,  whofe  names  are  highly 
celebrated  in  the  traditional  hit- 
fory  and  fongs  of  that  country. 
Fingal’s  famous  and  magnificent 
grdtto  is  large  ftratum  of  columnar 
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bafaltes,  in  the  ifle  of  Staffa, 
though  probably  it  never  was  fit 
for  habitation,  and  Gill  lefs,  what 
fome  philofophers  have  fuppofed  it 
to  be,  the  prototype  of  the  column. 
That  caverns  in  the  loofer  chalk, 
grit- Gone,  and  beds  of  hardened 
volcanic  afnes,  or  tufa,  are  exceed¬ 
ingly  improvable ;  arid  that  ca¬ 
verns  have  been  inhabited  and  va- 
rioufly  improved,  is,  I  think,  un¬ 
deniably  evident,  from  what  we  fee 
and  read  in  the  monuments  and 
antiquities  of  every  part  of  the 
world,  and  particularly  from  the 
immenfe  excavated  works  in  the 
ifiand  of  Salfette,  on  the  coaG  of 
Malabar,  and  many  others. 

'  “  The  eafy  talk  of  ipecific  hifto- 
rical  proof  I  mu  ft  leave  to  others ; 
and  requeft  my  readers  juft  to  con- 
fider,  that  when  enlarged  and  im¬ 
proved  natural  caverns  in  rocks  and 
mountains  became  infufficien*  to 
the  increafing  numbers  of  men  and 
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families,  their  improvement  and 
enlargement,  whatever  it  might  have 
been  mu  ft  naturally  bring;  on  imi- 
tations  of  their  forms,  by  artificial 
excavations  of  rocks,  or  artificial 
grottos,  caverns,  and  catacombs,  by 
the  piling  up  of  loofe  and  moveable 
natural  ftones ;  and,  laitly ,  by  the. 
competition  of  brick,  or  other  ar¬ 
tificial  imitations  of  natural  Hones, 
which  of  courfe  would  produce 
walls,  huts,  and  houfes  of  ftone, 
mud,  or  brick,  and  nearly  of  the 
fame  form. 

“  One  natural  inference  may  and 
ought  to  be  drawn  from  what  has 
been  find,  that  the  feveral  fpecies 
of  ftone  buildings,  which  have  been, 
brought  more  or  lefs  to  perfection, 
(I-  mean  the  Egyptian,  Hindoo, 
Moorifli,  and  Gothic  architecture) 
inftead  of  beingcopiesof  each  other, 
are  adually  and  efFentially  the  fame  ; 
the  fpontaneous  produce  of  genius 
in  different  countries  ;  the  neceflary 
effects  of  fimilar  neceffity  and  ma¬ 
terials  :  older  and  younger  brothers 
and  lifters  of  the  fame  family,  con- 
ceived, /brought  up,  and  bred  to 
more  or  lefs  grandeur,  elegance 
and  perfection,  in  the  Egyptian, 
Hindoo,  and  other  artificial  grottos 
and  caverns.  The  pyramid,  the 
obelifk,  the  fpire  fteeple  and  mina¬ 
ret,  are  evidently  bold,  ftupendous 
imitations  of  the  romantic  forms  of 
fpiry,  towering  rocks,  which  the 
imitators  of  humble  huts  never  pre¬ 
fumed  to  attempt.  The  flat-roof 
hundred;  pillared  Egyptian  temple, 
the  Indian  pagoda,  and  choultry, 
are  as  evident  copies  of  the  nu¬ 
merous  caverns,  cool  grottos,  and 
excavations  in  the  rocky  banks  of 
the  Nile  in  Upper  Egypt,  and  in 
the  ifland  of  Elephanta  and  Salfette 
near  Bombay.  Gloom  and  dark- 


nefs  are  common  and  defirabie  tof 
both  ;  for  fancy  works  beft  when 
involved  in  the  veil  of  obfeurity. 
The  arched  vault  and  lofty  dome' 
Was  not  fuggefted  to-  the  Egyptians 
and  oldeft  Hindoos  by  the  grotto 
and  facred5 caverns  in  granite  moun¬ 
tains  ;  they  are  the  natural  forms 
of  other  caverns,  and  in  particular 
the  boaft,.the  ftrength,  and  glory  of 
more  modern  Moorifli  and  GothiG 
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temples.  If  the  Angle  or  grouped 
pillars,  in  many  of  the  props  and 
fupports  of  artificial  caverns,  fhould 
appear  heavy,  they  muff  be  regarded 
as  having  been  originally  props  to" 
mountains  j  and  fuch  would  be  re- 
tained  in  common  u  fey  till  experi¬ 
ence  found*  out  eafier-  and  more1 
pleaflng  proportions ;  and  till  a f- 
piring  genius,  at  the  fight  of  airy 
aud  lofty  caverns,  dared  to  give 
them-  liphtnefs,  a°d  all  the  fanciful 
forms  and  graces  of  the  Gothic 
ftvle. 

j 

u  Such  are  my  fentirnents  on  the-' 
origin  of  thefe  different  modes  of 
architecture.  The  Grecian  con- 
feflediy  was  fuggefted  bv  the  pri¬ 
mitive  form  of  a  rural  hut  in  a 
champaign;  woody  country ;  and 
the  Oriental  and  Gothic  I  conceive 
has  derived  its  form;  and  its  orna¬ 
ments  from  thofe  furprifing  exca¬ 
vations  which  are  found  in  rocky 
and  .mountainous  regions.  In  In¬ 
dia  thefe  heterogeneous  fpecies  of 
building  are  feldom  found  cohm 
bined  ;  and  I  mention  the  inftanee 
which  cave  rife  to  this  difcifflioii 

O 

as  very  finguiar  indeed.  By  what 
means  this  unnatural  union  has  ta¬ 
ken  place  it  is  impoflible  to  deter : 
mine  ;  and  conjecture  would  only 
lead  us  affray  from  the  objeCt  of 
thefe  pages,  which,  is  a  narrative 
and  defeription  of  faCtsd,s 
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OBSERVATIONS  on  a  CURRENT  that  often  prevails  to  the 
W  eft  ward  of  SCILLY,  endangering  the  Safety  of  SHIPS  that  ap¬ 
proach  the  BRITISH  CHANNEL.  By  JAMES  RENNELL,  Efq. 

F.R.S. 

[From  the  fecond  Part  of  the  Philosophical  Transactions  of  the 
Royal  Society  of  London,  for  the  Year  1793.] 

|T  is  a  circumflance  well  in  which  the  danger  has  been  im« 
known  to  feamen,  that  Blips,  minent,  but  not  fatal,  have  fcarcely 
in  coming  from  the  Atlantic,  and  reached  the  public  ear.  All  of 
fleering  a  courfe  for  the  Britifh  thefe  have  been  referred  to  acci- 
Channel,  in  a  parallel  fomevvhat  to  dent  ;  and  therefore  no  attempt 
the  foutji  of  the  Scilly  Iflands,  do,  feems  to  have  been  made,  to  invef- 
ft'otwithfianding,  often  find  them-  tigate  the  caufe  of  them, 
felves  to  the  north  of  thofe  iflands  ;  “I  am  however  of  opinion,  that 
or,  in  other  words,  in  the  mouth  of  they  may  be  imputed  to  a  fpecific 
the  St.  George's,  or  of  the  Briflol  caufe ;  namely,  a  current :  and  I 
Channel.  This  extraordinary  error  fliall  therefore  endeavour  to  invef- 
has  patfed  for  the  effects,  either  of  tigate  both  that,  and  its  effects; 
bad  Peerage,  bad  obfervations  of  that  feamen  may  be  apprized  of 
latitude,  or  the  indraught  of  the  the  times,  when  they  are  particu- 
Briftol  channel :  but  none  of  thefe  larly  to  expert  it,  in  any  confider- 
account  for  it  fatisfa&orily  ;  be-  able  degree  of  ftrength ;  for  then 
caufe,  admitting  that  at  times  there  only,  it  is  likely  to  occ-aflon  mif- 
may  be  an  indraught,  it  cannot  be  chief ;  the  current  that  prevails  at 
fuppofed  to  extend  to  Scilly  ;  and  ordinary  times,  being,  probably,  too 
the  cafe  has  happened  in  weather  weak  to  produce  an  error  in  the 
the  mofl  favourable  for  navigating,  reckoning,  equal  to  the  difference 
and  for -taking  obfervations.  The  of  parallel,  between  the  fouth  part 
confequences  of  this  deviation  from  of  Scilly,  and  the  track  that  a  corn- 
tie  intended  track,  have  very  often  mander,  prudent  in  his  meafures, 
been  fatal  :  particularly  in  the  lofs  but  unfufpicious  of  a  current, 
of  the  Nancy  Packet,  in  our  own  would  chnfe  to  fail  in. 
times;  and  that  of  Sir  Cloudelley  ‘bit  feems  to  be  generally  al- 
Shovel,  and  others  of  his  fleet,  at  lowed,  that  there  is  always  a  cur- 
the  beginning  of  the  prefent  cen-  rent,  fetting  round  the  Capes  of 
turv.  Numbers  of  cafes,  equally  Finiflerre  and  Ortegal,  into  the 
melancholy,  but  of  lefs  celebrity,  Bay  of  Bifcay.  Tins  I  have  the 
have  occurred  ;  and  many  others,  authority  of  captain  Mendoza  Rios, 
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a  Fellow  of  the  Koval  Society,  and 
an  officer  in  the  royal  navy  of 
Spain,  for  after  ting.  Befides,  fuch 
an  intimation  Was  amongft  the 
earli eft  notices  that  I  'received, 
concerning  matters  of  navigation, 
when  on  board  of  a  {hip  that  failed 
clofe  along;'  the  north  coaff  of 
Spain,  in  1757.  The  current  then, 
is  admitted  to  let  to  the  eafttvard, 
along  the  coair  of  Spain,  arid  con¬ 
tinues  its  courfe,  as'  I  am  allured, 
along  the  coaB  of  Fra’nce,  to  the 
north,  and  north-weft  :  and  indeed, 
any  body  of  water,  once  fet  in  mo¬ 
tion,  along  a  cod  ft,  cannot  Bidden  ~ 
Iy  ftop;  nor  does  it,  probably,  lofe 
that  motion,  until  bv  degrees  it 
mixes'  with  the  ocean  ;  after  being 
projected  into  it,  either  frpm  the 
ftde  of  fome  promontory,  that  ex¬ 
tends  very  faf  beyond  the  general 
direction  ofth'e4ecd‘ft  ;  'or  after  being 
cond cdted  into  it,  through  a  ftrait. 

“  The  original  caffe  of  this  cur¬ 
rent,  I  apprehend  to  be,  the  preva¬ 
lence  of  wefterlv  winds  in  the  At¬ 
lantic;  which,  impelling  the  wa¬ 
ters  along  the  north  coaft  of  Spain, 
occafions  a  current,  in  the  i i rf .  in- 
ftance.  The  ftronger  the  wind, 
the  more  water  will  be  driven  into 
the  Bav  of  Bifcay,  in  a  given  time; 
and  the  long-  r  the  continuance- of 
the  wind,  the  farther  will  the  vain 
cf  current  extend. 

“  It  leems  to  be  clearly  proved, 
that  currents,  of  water,  after  ninnino- 
along  a  coaft  that  fuddenly  changes 
its  direftion,  (as  happens  on  the 
French  coaft,  at  the  promontory 
fouth  of  Breft)  do  not  change  their 
courfe  with  that  of  the  fh ore,  but 
preferve,  for  a  confiderable  time, 
the  direction  which  they  received 
from  the  coaft  they  laft  ran  by.  Iri 
fome  inftrnces,  after  being  pro¬ 
jected  into  the  fea,  they  never  again 
approach  the  fhore ;  but  preferve, 
to  a  very  great  diflanoe,  nearly  the 


direction  in  which  they  were  pro-: 
je  elect ;  as  well  as  a  considerable 
degree  of  their  original  velocity 
and  temperature.  The  gulf  Bream 
(of  Florida)  is  a  Wonderful  iri- 
fiance  of  this  kind;  which,  origi¬ 
nating  in  a  body  of  pent-up  waters, 
in  ;  jhe  Gulf  of  Mexico,  is  dif- 
c barged  with  fuch  velocity,  through  j 
the  Straits  of  Bahama,  that  its  mo  ¬ 
tion  is  traceable  through  the  At¬ 
lantic,  to  the  Bank  of  Newfound1: 
land ;  and  mav  poffiblv  extend 
much  farther.  This  being  there- 
fore  the  cafe,  we  can  have  no  dif¬ 
ficulty  ;in  conceiving-,  that  the  cur- 
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rent  of  the  Bav  of  Bikay  continues 

«/  •* 

its  courfe,  mulch  may  be  about 
i\'W  bv  W,  from  the  coaft  of 
France,  to  the  weft  ward'  of  Scilly 
and  Ireland. 

“  At  ordinary  times,  its  ftrength 
may  not  be  great,  enough  to  pre¬ 
ferve  its  line  of  direction,  acrofsj 
the  mouth  of  the  Britifh  Channel; 
or,  if  it  do/ s  preferve  its  direction, 
it  may  not  have  velocity  enough* 
to  throw  a  friip  fo  far  out  of  her 
eonrfb,  as  to  put  her  in  danger. 
But,  thrit  a  current  prevails  gene¬ 
ra  ly,  there  can  be  little  doubt; 
and  its  degree  of  ftrength  will  be 
regukied  by  the  Bate  or  the  winds. 
After  a  long  interval  of  moderate 
Wefterlv  gales,  it  rriay  be  hardly;  |, 
perceptible  ;  for  a  very  few  miles 
cf  north  big,  in  trie  24  hours,  will,  - 
be  r  eferred  to  bad  Beerage,  of  fome  ; 
other  kind  of  error  :  but  after  hard 
and  continued  vales  from  the  vveftffi 
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ern  quarter,  the  current  will  be  felt  ' 
in  a  confiderable  degree  of  lire  n  g  til  ft  : 
and  not  only  in  the  -parallel  of 
Scilly,  but  in  that  of  thefbuth-vveft 
Cbaft  of  Ireland  likeivife. 

“  Our  obfervaiion  of  what  pafftsjj 
in  the  moft  common  waters,  Is  fiit-j 
ficient  to  fhew  how  eafily  a  c  orient 
may  be  induced,  bv  the  adlion  bf 
the  Wind,  on  the  water  contiguous: 

v  toil 


to  tji'e  Westward  of  Scilly.  . 


to  a  bank,  when  the  wind  blows 
along  it.  In  a  canal  of  about  four 
miles  in  length,. the  water  was  kept 
up  four  inches  higher  at  one  end 
than  at  the  other,  by  the  mere  ac¬ 
tion  of  the  wind,  along  the  canal. 
This,  was  an  experiment  made,  and 
reDorted  to; me,  bv  mv  much  la- 
meuted  acquaintance,  the  late  Mr. 
Smeaton.  .  We  know  alfo,  the  ef- 
fedls  of  a  ftrong  iouth-wtft,  or 
north-weft  wind,  on  our  owp 
coafts :  namely,  that  of  railing  very 
high  tides  in  the  Britiih  Channel,, 
or  in  the  Thames,  and  on  the  eaft- 
ern  coafts  ;  as  thofe  winds  refpec- 
lively  blow  :  becanfe  the  water  that 
is  accumulated,  cannot  efcape 
quick  enough,  by  the  Strait  of 
Dover,  to  allow  of  the  level  being 
preierved.  Alfo,  that  the  Baltic  is 
kept  up  two  feet  at  leaft,  by  a  ftrong 
NW  wind  *  of  any  continuance: 
and  that  the  Cafpian  Sea  is  higher 
by  feveral  feet,  at  either  end,  as  a 
ftrong  northerly  or  foutheriy  wind 
prevails.  Therefore,  as  water  pent 
up,  in  a  fttuation  from  which  it 
cannot  efcape ,  acquires  a  higher 
level,  To,  in  a  place  where  it  can 
efcape ,  the  fame  operation  produces 
A  current :  and  this  current  wall 
extend  to  a  greater  or  lefs  diftance, 
according  to  the  force  with  which 
it  is  fet  in  motion ;  or,  in  other 
words,  according  to  the  height  at 
which  it  is  kept  up  by  the  wind. 

•  ft  It  may  poftibly  be  a  Iked,  why 
a  ftmilar  current  does  not  prevail 
in  the  Britiih  Channel,  from  the 
fame  wefterly  winds  ?  To  this  I 
apfwer,  that  the  ,  increafed  height 
and  velocity  of  the  tides,  during 
the  prevalence  of  fuch  winds, 
prove  that  a  part,  at. .leaft,  o|ptbe 
fame  effedt  which  happens  in  the 
Bay  of  Bifcay,  is  produced  in  the 
Channel ;  and  I  have  little  doubt, 
that  there  ’is,  in  fadt,  a  current 
llfo  ;  but  that,  as  it  is  blended  with 
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the  comply  tide,  the  effedi  on  the 
lenfes  is  loft;,  for  it  may  appear 
only  in  the  form  of  a  f  t  onger  flood 
tide,  or  a  weaker  ebb,  than  at  other 
times.  Whereas  the  Bay,  a  wider 
lpace, ..  and  of  a  different,  form,  al¬ 
lows  a freer  Scope  to  the  tides  than 
the  Britim  Channel  does :  it  being 
high  water  nearly  at  the  fame  time, 
all  over  the  Bay  ;  but  varying  in 
the  Channel,  at  leaft  five  hours. 
And  it  may  be  concluded,  from’ 
analogy,  that  the  form  of  the  Chan¬ 
nel  does  not  allow  of  the  fame  ef- 
fedt  being  produced  by  the  wind, 
on  its  included  waters,  as  may  be 
produced  on  thofe  of  the  Bay : 
thele  meeting  with  an  oppofttion, 
in  the  coaft  ot  France,  the  others 
having  a  partial  exit,  at  the,  S, trait 
of  Dover  :  we.  may  alfo  conclude, 
that  if  no  fuch  phenomenon  as  a 
tide  exifted,  a  current,  though  lefs 
ftrong  than  in  the  Bay,  would  be 
perceived  in  the  Britiih  Channel. 

“  Of  the  Bay  of  Bifcay  it’ may 
be  obferved,  that,  by  reafop  of  its 
form,  and  expofure  to  the  reigning 
winds,  which  are  often  violent, 
and  which  pafs  over  a  vaft  expan fe 
of  water,  there  is  no.  part  of  the 
ocean,  familiarly  known  to  us, 
whofe  circurnftanpes  are,  in  any 
degree,  limilar  to  it.  It  ought  not 
therefore  to  lurprize  us,  if  we  find 
that  it  differs,  in  any  particular, 
from  other  feas.  *  Seamen  have  re¬ 
marked  its  uncommon  degree  of 
agitation,  in  ftormy  weather;  but 
this  has  not,  as  far  as  I  know,  been 
properly  accounted  lor.  May  it 
not  be  owing  generally,  to  the  fame 
caufe  as  that  which  produces  the 
current  ?  and  at  times,  to  the 
very  current  itfelf?  With  refpedt 
to  the  flrft — -the'  waves  of  a  deep" 
bay  or  gulf,'  when  the  wind  forces 
the  water  into  it,  will  meet  with  a 
reiiftance  in  the  land  at  the  head  of 
it, .  whieft  mull  occalion  a  reverbe- 
jti  3  ration, 
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ration,  that  will  render  the  fur  face 
of  a  great  part  of  the  gulf  more  un¬ 
quiet,  th^n  where  there  is  an  open¬ 
ing  at  the  end,  to  allow  the  undu- 
latorv  motion  a  freer  fcope.  What 
is  faid  here,  is  exemplified  on  a 
fmall  fcale,  by  Mr.  Smeaton’s  very 
ingenious  manner  of  quieting 
Ramfgate  harbour.  (See  his  Tradt 
on  that  harbour,  page  45.)  And 
with  refpedt  to  the  fecond  caufe — 
the  effedt  of  a  current  running  to 
windward,  in  producing  a  fhort, 
hollow,  and  therefore  dangerous 
wave,  is  pretty  well  knou/n.  Ac¬ 
cordingly,  at  feafons  when  the  cur¬ 
rent  runs  ftrong,  and  the  wind 
blows  frefh  from  the  north  weft 
quarter,  this  caufe  mu  ft  alfo  con¬ 
tribute  to  the  agitation  of  the  wa- 
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ters  in  the  north  part  of  the  bay. 

if?  If  is  quite  uncertain  at  what 
interval  of  time,  from  the  com¬ 
mencement  of  ftrong  wefterly 
gales,  in  the  Atlantic  and  Bay  of 
Bifcay,  the  current  may  operate  on 
the  tracks  of  fhips,  near  Scilly  ; 
for  we  are  not  poffeffed  of  the  data 
requifite  for  determining  it.  If 
we  were  to  conceive  a  current,  ori¬ 
ginating  on  the  coaft  of  Spain,  and 
afterwards  difturbing  the  courfes 
of  fhips,  on  the  weft  of  Scilly  and 
Ireland  ;  this  would  require  too 
much  time,  to  agree  with  one  of 
the  inftances  which  I  mean  to  ad¬ 
duce  :  although  it  is  probable,  that 
this  may  be  nearly  the  effedt  at  or¬ 
dinary  times,  and  when  the  wefter¬ 
ly  winds  blow  moderately.  But  as, 
in  one  ftriking  inilance,  it  appears 
that  the  current  operated  in  a  very 
remarkable  manner,  on  the  lhip’s 
coarfe,  on  the  fourth  day  after  the 
commencement  of  the  gale,  in  the 
quarter  where  the  Hup  was;  the 
caufe  fhould  rather  be  looked  for, 
in  the  Judden  and  great  accumulation 
of  water,  in  the  Bay  of  Bifcay: 
ether  wife,  there  is  no  accounting 


for  the  fudden  appearance  of  the 
current.  And  the  very  adt  of  ac¬ 
cumulation,  caufing  an  indraught, 
there  will  confequently  be  a  cur¬ 
rent  round  the  Capes  of  Finifterre, 
and  Ortegal,  towards  the  Bay.  Be 
the  exadt  caufe,  however,  what  it 
may,  it  no  doubt  originates  in  the 
Bay,  by  the  adtion  of  ftrong  weft¬ 
erly  winds  :  the  prevalence  of  fuch 
winds  will  therefore  be  the  Jignal 
for  the  appearance  of  a  current, 
between  Ufhant,  and  the  fouth- 
weft  coaft  of  Ireland  :  for  though 
the  caufe  can  only  be  guefted  at, 
the  effedt  is  too  well  afcertained 
tq  remain  in  doubt. 

I  fhall  now  adduce  the  fadts, 
on  which  the  idea  of  the  exiftence 
of  a  current  is  founded. 

“  In  crofting  the  eaftern  part  of 
the  Atlantic,  in  the  Hedior  Eaft 
India  ftiip,  in  1778,  we  encounr 
tered,  between  the  parallels  of  4s 
and  49,  very  ftrong  wefterly  gales  ; 
but  particularly  between  the  16th 
and  24th  of  January,  when,  at  in* 
tervals,  it  blew  with  uncommon 
violence.  It  varied,  two  or  more 
points,  both  to  the  north  and  fouth 
of  weft,  but  blew  longeft  from  the 
northern  points ;  and  it  extended, 
as  I  afterwards  learnt,  from  the- 
coaft  of  Nova  Scotia,  to  that  of 
Spain. 

“  We  arrived  within  60  or  70 
leagues  of  the  meridian  of  Scilly, 
on  the  30th  of  January,  keeping 
between  the  parallels  of  49  and  30; 
and  about  this  time  we  began  tq 
feel  a  current,  which  fet  the  ftiip 
to  the  north  of  her  intended  paral¬ 
lel,  bv  near  half  a  degree,  in  the 
interval  between  two  observations 
of  latitude;  that  is,  in  two  days. 
And  the  wind,  ever  afterwards  in¬ 
clining  to  the  fouth,  would  not 
permit  us  to  regain  the  parallel ; 
for,  although  the  northern  Jet  was 
trifling,  from  the  31ft  until  we  ar- 
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jived  very  near  Scilly;  yet  the 
wind,  being  both  j cant  and  light, 
we  could  never  overcome  the  ten¬ 
dency  of  the  current.  Add  to  this, 
that'  the  direction  of  the  cun  *  nt, 
being  much  more  wejlerly  than 
northerly ,  we  eroded  it  on  fo  very 
oblique  a  courfe,  that  we  con¬ 
tinued  in  it  a  long  time;  and  were 
driven,  as  it  appears,  near  30 
leagues  to  the  weft,  by  it :  for  we 
had  foundings  in  73  fathoms,  in 
tfie  latitude  of  Scilly,  and  after¬ 
wards  ran  150  miles,  by  the  log., 
directly  eaft,  before  we  came  the 
length  of  the  iflands.  In  effeeft,  in 
running  120  miles,  we  fhallowed 
the  water,  only  nine  fathoms. 

“  We  not  only  were  fenfible  of 
the  current,  by  the  obfervations  of 
latitude,  but  by  riplings  on  the  fur- 
face  of  the  ivater,  and  by  the  di- 
reftion  of  the  lead  line.  The  con- 
feqnence  of  all  this  was,  that  we 
were  driven  to  the  north  of  Scilly: 
.and  were  barely  able  to  lay  a  courfe 
through  the  p adage  between  thofe 
Iflands  and  tire  Land’s  End. 

“  Having  no  time-keeper  on 
hoard,  we  were  unable  to  ai certain 
the  feveral  points,  in  this  part  of 
our  track,  and  .therefore  can  only 
^approximate  our  longitude  ;  and 
that  but  very  coarfely.  But  ac¬ 
cording  to  what  we  learnt  from 
our  foundings,  and  from  a  veffel 
which  had  only  juft  entered  the 
1 ; current,  it  may  be  concluded,  that 
the  current,  at  times,  extends  to 
;  ho  leagues,  weft  of  Scilly  ;  and  al- 
fo  runs  clofe  on  the  weft  of  thofe 
Iflands.  However,  the  breadth  of 
the  ftream  may  probably  be  little 
'more  than  30  leagues-;  fpr  we 
crofted  it,  as  has  been  faid,  very 
fobliquely  ;  and  perhaps.,  in  the 
’  wideft  part. 

44  The  journal  of  the  Atlas  Eaft 
-India  Ihip,  captain  Cooper,  in 
7,  fuiTtilhes  much  clearer  proqfs, 


both  of  the . exiftence  of  the  cur¬ 
rent,  and  of  the  rate  of  its  motion  : 
for  having  time-keepers  on  board, 
captain  Cooper  was  frequently  en¬ 
abled  to  note  the  difference  be¬ 
tween  the  true  and  the  fuppofed, 
longitude  ;  and  it  may  be  faid,  that 
this  journal,  by  the  means  it  affords 
of  ascertaining  the  current,  is  high¬ 
ly  valuable;  as  containing  fome 
very  important  faefts,  and  which 
might  have  been  entirely  loft  t@ 
the  public,  had  not  captain  Cooper 
marked  them,  in  the  moft  pointed 
manner. 

44  I  fhall  proceed  to  ftate,  in  ab- 
ftradf,  the  moft  important  of  the 
fadfs  recorded  in  the  journal. 

“  The  Atlas  failed  with  a  fair 
wind,  and  took  her  departure  from 
the  Ifle  of  Wight,  on  the  23th  of 
January,  1 787;  and  on  the  27th 
had  advanced  55  leagues  to  the 
weftvvard  of  Ufliant ;  when  a  vio¬ 
lent  gale  of  wind  began  at  fouth, 
and  about  1 1  hours  afterwards, 
changed  fuddenly  to  the  weftward. 
The  gale  continued  through  the 
four  following  days:  on  the  28th, 
it. was  generally  W  by  S,  and  WSW 
on  the  29th,  SW  by  W,  or  more 
foutherly ;  and  on  the  30th  and. 
31ft,  SSW,  to  SW  by  S. 

44  During  this  long  interval,  the 
ftiip  was  generally  lying  to ;  and 
with  her  head  to  Tie  NW.  On 
the  1  ft  of  February,  the  wind 
abated,  but  hill  blew  from  the 
fouth -weft  ward ;  and  the  fhip  was 
kept  to  the  north-weft.  .  The 
fionny  weather  returned  again  the 
following  day,  and  continued,  with 
little  intermiffion,  until  the  1  ith ; 
blowing  from  all  the  intermediate 
points,  between  fouth  and  WNW; 
but  chiefly,  and  moft  violently, 
from  the  \VSW,  and  SW.  At  in¬ 
tervals,  on  the  8th  and  9th  in  par 
ticular,  the  journal  remarks,  that 
44  it  bleio  a  mere  hurricane”  -On  the 
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jith,  the  weather  growing  more 
moderate,  and  the,  wind  favourable* 
the  fli ip  proceeded  on  her  courfe, 
Southward ;  being  theh  two  degrees 
and  a  quarter  of  lojigitude  to  tire 
wed;  of  Cape  Finifterre,  by  th,e 
reckoning  ;  but  by  the  time-keep¬ 
ers,  .more  than  four  degrees  and  a 

half,  4  ;  .  ,  n 

,  “  After  the  above  a  bid  rad  of  the 
proceedings  of  the  fliip,  I  final  I  fub- 
join  the  following  particulars; 
which  are  the  mo  ft  in  point  to  the 
purpofe  of  the  prefent  difcuuion. 

“  On  the  27th,  at  noon,  fopn 
after  the  gale  coin menced,  the  lon¬ 
gitude,  by  reckoning,  agreed  with¬ 
in  14  minutes  of  that  {hewn  by  the 
time-keepers  ;  the  latter  being  the 
mo  ft  ^  wefterly.  This  difference 
alone  might  well  have  arifen  from 
fir.  errorin  the  fog,  or  even  in  the 
portion  of  the  |iccdle  point  on  the 
Ifle  of  Alight,  from  whence  the 
departure  wasr  taken ;  but  it  may 
alfo  be  owing  to  the,  weflerly  cur- 
pent,  whilft  the  fhip  remained  in  if, 
on  the  oyt h;  if  we  admit  that  fu.ch 
g.:  current  prevails  at  all  times, 
though  in'  different  degrees  of 
ftrength.  Here  i|  is  proper  to  re- 
Hj^rkj  That. -im, delineating  captain 
Cooper's  tr|ck,  pn  the  chart,  1 
h^ye  Icrupoilouily  adhered  to  the 
ref  alt  of  e^ph  j  day’s  work,  of  the 
.reckoning,  -as  Fund  it  ip  liis  jour¬ 
nal  j  contending  myfelf  with  .  in¬ 
ferring  )uy;  o>yii  obier.vations  on 
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ymerp  they  cannot  mifleacL  djumb 

.“  The  longitude^  pointed  out 
by  the  time-keep^  on  the  -sjsjtji* 
29th,  and  30th,  /hew,  that  the  iij 
.creafing,  though  trifling  differen¬ 
ces,  between  the  true.  Ipngituds, 
pad  that  fbv  the  dead  reckoning, 
had  amounted  to  24  minuted  only, 
pn  the  30th.  At  this  time  the  flip 
|yas  abputTj  leagues  io  {he  WSW 
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of  Scilly ;  and,;at  5  or  6  leagues  to 
the.  SSE  qf  this /pofitiony, (that  is, 
at  2  § leagu  es,  S-W ,  by  W  from 
Spilly)  they  had  foundings  at  70 
fathoms.  This  laft  particular  i§  , 
mentioned,  to  prove  that  the  lon¬ 
gitude  flhewn  -by  the.  time-keepers 
(8  ,28  well.  from  London)  was 
nearly -the  longitude  in  which  the 
fhip.  really  was,  on  the  30th  of  Ja¬ 
nuary..  That  of  St.  Agnes  (Scilly) 
is  taken  at -6°  46'. 

“  .The.  Atlas  was  now  entered 
ip.tp  the  flream  of  the  fame  current 
which  o.ccafioned  fo  much  delay  to 
the.fjeftor;  but  the  courfe  of  the 
A  tigs,  being  oppofite  to  that  of  the 
Hedlor,  it  facilitated  her  progrefs; 
and  alfp  carried  her  clear  of  the 
fouth-weft  coaft  of  Ireland.  nt: 

“  On  the  3 1  ft,  the  time-keepers 
{hewed  that  the  fliip  had  been  J'et 
very  confiderably  to  the  weftward 
of  the  reckoning ;  and  by  the  2cJ 
of  February,  at  3  in  the  afternoon, 
it  appeared  that  {he  had  been  fet 
two  whole  degrees  of  longitude  tp 
the  weft  of  the  reckoning,  fince 
the,  30th  at  noon;  that  is,  in  the 
courfe  of  31  hours.  (Here  it  may 
be  proper  tp  remark,  that  I  have, 
throughout,  reckoned  according  to 
fea  time')  that  is,  the  day  com* 
ipences  at  noon,) 

“  On  the  3d  of  February,  at 
noon,-  the  time-keepers  {hewed  a 
further  fet  o{  23  minu't£s  pf  longi¬ 
tude  ippre  than  the  reckoning 
gayf,  in  the  interval  iince  the  law 
obfervatipn,  which  was  43  hours..; 
fp  that,  din ce  the  30th  of  January, 
4 yj^ys  (pnly,  .the  jjiip.  had  been  car¬ 
ried  by  the  current,  no  lets  than 
tyO'  degrees  arid  twenty -three  mi¬ 
nutes  ;  and  huep  the  2#th,  .when 
the, ,  galp  began,,,. ,%f>,  32'  pf  longif 
tudej  amoun.ting3_  ip-,  thelpi  paral¬ 
lel^,  {9  pLnetyrpme  marine  miles* 
Bul  Lfre,  the  current  appears,  fed 
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have  totally  left  them  ;  and  it  is 
very  probable p  that  it  even  cea fed 
before  the  time  of  obfervation,  on 
the  3d  :  ftof  the  fucceeding  obfer- 
yations  -  of  the!  5th|  6th,  7th,  9th, 
ioth,  and  1  itli',  although  the  ftrong 
wefterly  gales  continued,  come  lb 
near  the  longitude  by  the  reckon¬ 
ing  (deduced  from  the  obfervation 
of  the  3d)  that  the  differences, 
which  are  fometimes  to  the  eaft, 
and  at  other  times  to  the  weft,  may 
be  with  more  propriety  afcribed  to 
errors  of  the  log,  than  to  a  current ; 
as  may  be  feen  by  the  two  tracks 
mi  the  chart.  We  may  therefore 
conclude,  that  the  current  did  not 
ceafe  at  the  very  point  of  time 
when  the  obfervation  of  the  3d  was 
taken,  but  probably  fome  time  be¬ 
fore. 

u  If  appears  then,  that  the  Atlas 
experienced  a  wefterly  current,  from 
a  point  about  24  leagues  to  the 
WSW  of  Scilly  (if  not  earlier)  to 
four  degrees  of  longitude  weft  of 
the  meridian  of  Cape  Clear,  in  the 
parallel  of  $i°;  where  its  effects 
were  no  longer  perceptible.  And, 
as  no  current  was  felt  in  the  track 
fouthward,  on  the  1  ith ;  nor  in  any 
part  of  the  frack  to  the  north-weft, 
between  the  3d  and  ioth;  although 
it  was  felt  nearly  in  the  fame  line 
of  direction,-  between  the  ift  and 
3d ;  it  rha^  be  inferred  that  the 
ftge&m  goesftoff  to  the  north-weft, 
between  the  aforefaid  track,  and 
the  fouth-weft  of  Ireland,  It  is 
much  to  be  regretted  that  no  ob- 
fervations  appear  on  the  12th  and- 
ami  13th;  which  would  have  been 
decifi  ve  of  its  courfe. 

“  I  come  now  to  two  particulars 
of  the  cafe,  which,  I  confefs,  per¬ 
plex  me  exceedingly.  The  firft  is, 
that  the  current  was  felt,  appa¬ 
rently  in  its  full  ftrength,  on  the 
fourth  day  after  the  commence¬ 
ment  of  the  gale }  which  began  at 
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fouth,  then  changed  fuddenly  to 
the  weft  and  WSW,  and  afterwards 
fixed  in  the  SW  quarter.  This 
gale  Was  felt  between  the  48th  and 
50th  degrees  of  latitude,  and,-  no 
doubt,  extended  its  effects  very  far 
to  the  fouth  and  weft ;  but  what 
the  ftate  of  the  winds  had  been  in 
thofe  quarters,  previous  to  the  27th 
of  January,  we  are  ignorant.  The 
winds  in  the  Britifh  Channel  had 
been  eafterly,  for  three  days  pre¬ 
ceding  the  gale  :  the  fourth  day 
preceding,  there  had  been  ftrong 
gales  at  SW  5  and  the  five  days 
preceding  that ,  there  had  been 
chiefly  light  winds  at  weft.  Ac¬ 
cording  to  this  ftate  of  fa<fts,  we 
can  only  fuppofe  that  the  current 
originated  from  a  vaft  body  of 
water  pent  up  in  the  Bay  of  Bifcay, 
by  violent  gales  of  wind ;  firll  from 
the  fouthward,  eleven  hours;  then 
from  a  point  or*  two  to  the  fouth  of 
weft ;  and  laftly,  at  fouth-weft. 
We  are  not  to  confider  the  water 
of  this  current,  as  having  made  the 
circuit  of  the  Bay  of  Bifcay ;  but 
as  the  collective  body  of  pent  up  wa¬ 
ters,  in  the  Bay,  running  oft  along 
the  SW  coaft  of  Britanny,  and 
thence  to  the  north-weft  ward ;  pre¬ 
fer  v  mg  nearly  the  direction  it  had 
had  acquired,  by(  running  along 
that  coaft.  And*  it  may  be  con¬ 
ceived,  that  the  frequent  recurrence 
of  wefterly  winds,  keeps  up  a  con- 
ftant  current  in  the  Bay,  and  to 
fome  diftance  beyond  it ;  although 
during  the  longeft  intermiffions  of 
thefe  winds,  the  current  may  be¬ 
come  fo  flow,  as  to  be  fcarce  per-> 
ceptible. 

“  The  fecond  particular  which 
perplexes  me,  is,  that  no  northern 
fet  is  indicated  by  captaia  Cooper’s 
journal :  that  is  to  fay,  by  the  mode 
in  which  each  day’s  log  ft  wrought ; 
and  which,  in  the  formation  of  the 
chart,  as  is  faid  before,  I  have 
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fisaj  Observations  '  on  a 

flrldll'y  adhered'  tov  It  indeed  ap- 
|>ears  to  me  very  wonderful,  that 
na  northing  fhouid  .appear,  when  it 
lee  ms:  to  be  the  very  fame  kind  of 
current  which  carried  the  Hedlor 
fo  far  to  the  northward.  It  is  cer¬ 
tain,  that  the  hate  of  the  weather 
was  fuch,  as  to  preclude  thofe  nice 
attentions  to  the  reckoning,  which 
might  enable  us  to  detedl  any  fmall 
differences,  between  the  latitude  by 
account,  and  that- by'  bbfervation  | 
although  the  we  [fern  fet  was  too 
considerable  to  efcape  notice,  and 
may  even  have  been  more  than  the 
ilatefrient  fets  forth-  I  cannot 
therefore,  by  any  means,  admit, 
that  there  was  no  northing  in  the 
current  through  which  the  Atlas 
pailed ;  drd,  becaufe  they  had  not 
©bfervations  of  latitude,  regularly ; 
and  laffly,  becaufe  on  the  3 1  If  of 
January,  when  lying  to,  36  miles 
are  allowed  for  20  hours  drift ,  to 
the  north-wed ;  which  appears  .to 
rue-  excedfive.  On  that  day  they 
had  no  obfer  vation  of  latitude,  and 
cm  the  following  day,  the  obferva¬ 
tion  file  wed  two  miles-  northing ; 
which  however  proves  nothing. 
Again,  on  the  fuoceeding  day,  (the 
2d)  in  k  mod  ‘important  point  of 
the  track,  there  was  no.  obfervation 
•of  latitude. 

In  the  Hedlor,  precifely  in 
the  fame  track, h  and  at  the  fame 
feafon  of  the  year,  the  current  had, 
as  has  been  obferved,  a  confider- 
able  degree  of  northing  in  its 
Courfe.  On  two  days  it  was  about 
12  miles,  each  on  another  day 
13,  and  on  two  others,  9,  and  8  ; 
and  this,  in  weather  very  favour¬ 
able  for  keeping  a  reckoning,  and 
with  obfer vat-ions  of  latitude,  on 
every  day  fa ve  one;  not  to  men¬ 
tion  the  ffrong  circumftanc.es  of  a 
vif  ble  fet  to  the  northward,  indi¬ 
cated,  as  ’.veil  bv  the  lead  line,  as 
by  the  ripling  on  the  fur  face  of  the 
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water.  It  is  in  the  nature  of  cur¬ 
rents,  to  expand  their  dreams  or 
columns  of  water,  after  being  pro- 
jedled  into  the  ocean  ;  and  there¬ 
fore,  according  to  this  law,  the 
middle  part  of  the  dream  fliould 
preferve  its  original  courfe,  in  a 
greater  degree  than  the  borders  of 
it ;  fo  that  the  middle  part  may  run 
to  the  NW  by  W,  whilit  the  ead-  ' 
ern  border  may  run  more  northerly 
and  the  weflern  border  more  wef- 
■erly.  It  is  certain,  that  in  the 
Hedlor,  we  felt  the  northerly  cur¬ 
rent  much  [iron per,  clofe  on  the 
well  of’Scilly,  than  further  out; 
and  it  appeared  by  the  d  ilia  nee  we 
ran,  after  found ng  in  73  fathoms* 
that  the  current  mutt  have  fet 
much  more  voeflerly  than  northerly ^ 
the  whole  time. 

4 4  The  following  remarks  obvi- 
©udv  occur,  on  the  effedl  of  this 
current : 

44 1  fl.  Whatever -may  bethe  breadth  1 

J 

of  the  Itream,  {which  is  at  prefen.t 
unknown)  if  a  fliip  erodes  it  very 
obliquely ,  that  is,  in  an  E  by  S-,  or* 
more  fcutherly  diredlion  (as  may 
eafily  happen,  on  finding  'herfelf 
too  f2r  to  the  northward,  at  the 
firfl  place  of  obfervation,  after  die 
gets  into  the  current),  die  will,  of 
courfe,  continue  much  longer  in 
it,  and  will  be  more  affedred  by  ip 
than  if  file  fleered  more  diredllv 
aqrofs  it.  She  will  be  in  a  fimilar 
lituation,  if  Hie  erodes  it  with  light 
winds  ;  and  both  of  thefe  circimi- 
dances  fliould  "be  attended  to. 
And  if  it  be  true,  as  I  fufpedl  it  is, 
that  the  eadern  border  of  the- cur¬ 
rent  has  a  more  northerly  diredlion 
than  the  middle  of  it,  this  alfo- 
fliould  be  guarded  againil.  I  cod- 
ceive  alfo,  that  the  dream  is  broaddr 
in  the  parallel  of  Scilly,  than  farther 
fouth.  And  here  we  may  remark,! 
that  thofe  who,  from  a  parallel . 
fouth  of  Scilly,  have  been  carried 


to  the  Westward  of  Scilly. 


dear  of  it  to  the  north,  when  ap¬ 
proaching  it,  in  the  night,  may 
efteem  themfelves  fortunate  that 
the  current  was  fo  Jlrong ;  for  had 
it  been  weaker,  they  might  have 
been  carried  on  the  rocks. 

“  ad.  A  good  obfervation  of  lati¬ 
tude,  at  noon,  would  be  thought  a 
Sufficient  warrant  for  running  eaft¬ 
ward,  during  a  long  night :  yet  as  it 
may  be  potlibie  to  remain  in  the 
current  long  enough  to  be  carried 
from  a  para  1  el  that  may  be  deemed 
a  very  fate  one,  to  that  of  the  rocks 
of  Sciily,  in  the  courfe  of  fuch  a 
night;  it  would  appear  prudent, 
after  experiencing  a  continuance  of 
ftrong  wefterlv  gales  in  the  Atlan¬ 
tic,  and  approaching  the  Channel 
with  light  foutherly  winds,  either 
to  make  Ufhant,  or  at  all  events  to 
keep  in  the  parallel  of  48°,  45', 
at  the  higheft.  If  they  keep  in 
49%  30',  they  will  experience  the 
whole  effect  of  the  current,  in  a 
pofition  where  they  can  leaft  re? 
medy  the  evil :  ‘but  if  in  48'’,  45', 
they  are  a  flailed  by  the  north -weft 
current,  they  are  ftill  in  a  pofition 
from  whence  a  foutherly  wind  will 
carry  them  into  the  Channel.  But 
all  fhips  that  crofs  the  Atlantic, 
and  are  bound  to  the  eaftward  of 
the  Lizard,  had  better  make 
'Ufhant,  under  the  above  circum¬ 
stances,  in  times  of  peace.  Or,  at 
all  events,  why  fhould  they  run  in 
a  parallel,  in  which  they  are  likely 
to  lofe  ground  ? 

“■  3d.  Ships,  bound  to  the  weft- 
ward,  from  the  mouth  of  the 
Channel,  with  the  wind  in  the 
fouth-weft  quarter,  fo  that  it  may 
appear  indifferent  which  tack  they 
go  on,  fhould  prefer  the  larboard 
tack  ;  as  thev  will  then  have  the 
benefit  of  the  current. 

‘*4th.  I  underhand  that  the  light- 
bou  le  of  Sciily  is  either  removed, 
pt  to  be  removed,  to  the  South- 
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weft  part  of  the  iflands ;  or  of  the 
high  rocks.  This  is  certainly  a 
wife  meafure ;  as  the  light  fhould 
be  calculated  more  particularly 
for  fhips  that  have  a  long ,  than  a 
Jkort  departure ;  like  thofe  from 
any  part  of  the  European  coafts,  to 
the  northward,  or  eaftward.  The 
light-houfe  ought  alfo  to  be  built 
very  lofty.  I  am  forry  to  remark, 
that,  as  far  as  my  obfervation  has 
gone,  this  light  has  never  appeared 
clear  and  bright,  as  a  light  to  diiebt 
fliips  ought  to  do. 

“  5th.  It  would  he  worth  the 
attention  of  government  (in  my 
humble  opifiion)  to  fend  a  vefiel 
with  time-keepers  on  board,  in  or¬ 
der  to  examine  and  note  the  found¬ 
ings  between  the  parallels  of  Sciily 
and  Ufhant,  at  leaft ;  from  the  me¬ 
ridian  of  the  Lizard  Point,  as  far 
weft  as1  the  moderate  depths  ex¬ 
tend  ;  I  mean  fuch  as  can  be  ascer¬ 
tained  with  exaeftnefs,  in  the  ordi¬ 
nary  method  of  founding.  I  have 
reafon  to  fuppofe  that  our  chart  of 
foundings  is  very  bad  ;  and  indeed, 
how  can  it  be  otherwife,  confider- 
ing  the  imperfe£t  ftate  of  the  art  of 
marine  furveying,  at  the  time  when 
it  was  made  r  A  fet  of  time¬ 
keepers  will  effect,  more,  in  the 
courfe  of  a  Summer,  in  the  hands 
of  a  Skilful  pratftitioner,  than  all 
the  fcience  of  Dr.  Halley,  during 
a  long  life  ;  for  who  could  place  a 
fingle  caft  of  foundings,  in  the 
open  fea,  without  the  aid  of  a  time¬ 
keeper  ?  The  current  in  queftion 
mull  have  difturbed  every  opera¬ 
tion  of  this  kind.  It  fhould  be  the 
tafk  of  the  perfon,  fo  employed,  to 
note  all  the  varieties  of  bottom,  as 
well  as  the  depths ;  the  time  of 
high  and  low  water;  fetting  of  the 
tides,  and  currents,  &c.  Such  a 
Survey,  Skilfully  conducted,  might 
enable  mariners  to  Supply  the  want 
of  observations  of  latitude,  and  of 

longi- 
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Longitude ;  and,  of  courfe,  to  defy 
the  current,  as  far  as  relates  to  its 
power  of  milleading  them. 

“•  6th.  It  is  certain,  that  the  cur¬ 
rent  in  queftion  may  be  fomewhat 
difturbed  by,  or  rather  will  appear 
to  be  blended  with,  the  tides,  at 
the  entrances  of  the  Bridfli  and  St* 
George’s  Channels ;  but  it  is  obvi¬ 
ous  that  the  current  will  .have  the 
fame  effetff,  in  fetting  a  fliip  out  of 
her  courfe,  as  if  no  tide  exiffed ; 
becaufe,  whatever  effect  one  tide 
may  have,  the  next  will  nearly  do 
away.  But  there  are  two  particu¬ 
lars,  well  worth  afcertaining  ;  and 
thefe  are,  firft,  the  point  at  which 
the  two  tides  of  St.  George's,  and 
of  the  Britifh  Channel,  feparate,  on 
the  weft  of  Scilly.  And  fecondly, 
what  degree  of  northing  one  of  the 


ftreams  lias,  more  than  the  other. 
Becaufe  a  fit  ip,  in  approaching 
Scilly,  from  the  weft,  on  a  flood 
tide,  and  keeping  in  a  parallel  which 
may  be  to  the  north  of  the  point  of 
reparation  of  the  two  tides,  (and 
confequentiy  in  .the  tide  Bream  of 
St.  George’s  Channel)  ntav  bp 
thrown  too  far  to  the  north  ;  al¬ 
though,  had  the  been  far  enough  to 
the  weft,  to  receive  the  efteki  of  the 
next  ebb,  this  temporary  and  alter¬ 
nate  derangement  of  the  courfe, 
would  have  had  no  , ill  eifedt  ;  or 
even  have  been  noticed.  But  admits 
ting  that  a  tide,  with  any  degree  of 
northing  in  it,  does  take  place,  a 
little  to  the  weft  of  Scilly,  this  will 
furnifh  an  additional  reafon  for 
keeping  in  a  fouthern  parallel.” 
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REASONS  for  fuppofing  that  LAKES  have  been  moLe  Numerous 
than  they  are  at  Present  ;  with  an  Attempt  to  aflign  the  Causes1 
whereby  they  have  been  Defaced  ;  by  J.  Gough,  of  Kendal.  '  \ 

[From  the  Fourth  Volume  of  the  Memoirs  of  the  Literary  and  Phi¬ 
losophical  Society  of  Manchester.] 


4i  T7J7HE.N  we  conflder  what 
V  V  numbers  of  fubmarine  pro¬ 
ductions  are  found  in  the  bowels  of 
the  earth,  we  are  in  a  manner  com¬ 
pelled  to  conclude,  that  the  prefent 
inhabitable  parts  of  our  globe  have, 
at  fome  unknown  period,  emerged 
from  the  bofom  of  the  ocean  ;  .and, 
if  we  attend  to  the 'disorderly  difpofi- 
tion  of  the  frrata,  with  other  marks 
of  violence  which  ar.e  every  where 
to  be  met  with;  it  is  no  lefs  confpL 
cuous,  that  this  grand'  revolution 
has  been  produced  by  fubterrane- 
ous  convulfions.  Why,  then,  are 
lakes  fo  few  in  number? — -is  a 
queftion  which,  at  .the  ffrfLview, 


prefents  itfelf  to  the  mind.  Lakes 
are  either  depreffions  or  chafms  in 
the  ground,  where  the  waters  of  the 
neighbouring  country  are  collected. 
And,  if  whole  continents  have  been 
torn  up,  and  have  had  their  conti¬ 
nuity  every  where  broken,  why  are 
not  cavities  proper  tor  forming 
fuch  refervoirs  more  frequent  ?  a 
44  This  view  of  the  lubject  cer¬ 
tainly  offers  a  formidable  obj  eft  ion 
to  the  received  theory  of  the  for¬ 
mation  of  land,  which  ought  to  be 
attended  to.  I  will  therefore  make 
it  the  bufinefs  of  the  prefent  eflay 
to  enquire,  whether  it  can  be  fairly 
obviated  by  an  attention  to  the  r t?r  I 

fonrees  j 


more^NtfMERous  than  they  are  at  Present. 


on rc e's  6 f  X a t tire,  ami  to  thatgra- 
fial'^rogre'fSj  from  a  rude  to  a  in  ore 
effect  fla-te,  which  liie  obierves  in 
If  her  works.  r  - 

‘t<:  Weknow  that  the  face  of  the 
arth  is  not  now  what  it  was  for- 
lerlv.  Mountains,  whofe  acclivities 
re  at  prefect  e.fv  and  gentle,  were 
nee  inacceffible  through  rocks  and 
irecipices.  Large  ddiridts  of  land, 
irhich,  at  one  period  of  time,  were 
bftnxded  with  fragments  of  ft  ones, 
nd  buried  in  allies,  have  been  gra- 
Wally  fertilized  by  the  remains  of 
lecayed  vegetables,  and  the  decom- 
►olition  of  volcanic  fubftances. 
lome  rivers  have  deierted  their  an- 
ieht  channels,  whilll  others  have 
>eeh  entirely  loft.  All  thefe  great 
hanges  havC' been  elfedted  without 
dolence,  by  the  adlion  of  flight 
ait  inceflant  caufes :  and  why  may 
lot  lakes  have  fullered  injuries 
imilar  to  thofe  to  which  the 
ther  great  works  of  creation 

O 

re  fubjedt ;  and^iave  been  demo- 
iflied  or  totally  deflroyed,  like  ri- 
ers,  rocks,  or  volcanos  ? — That 
nalogy  of  conduct  and  defign, 
vhich  pervades  the  whole  vilible 
yffem  of  things,  at  leaf!  autho- 
izes  the  fuppofition. 

“  We  will  therefore,  fir  ft,  enquire 
vdiat  rheans  are  in  the  poflefiion  of 
Mature  for  producing  filch  a  revo- 
iftion  ;  and,  then,  endeavour  to  dif- 
•over,  whether  any  proofs  of  fuch 
Iterations  having  taken  place  are 
fill  extant.— This  method  of  pro- 
:eeding  feems  beft  calculated,  ei- 
her  to  remove  the  objection,  or  to 
ffablifli  it. 

!  ft  egetation  is  a  favourite  procefs 
ritli  Nature  :  for  flie  has  not  only 
loathed  the  plains  of  eminences 
^ith  herbs  and  trees,  but  alfo  ap- 
>ropriated  feveral  fpecies,  and  fome 
vhdle genera  to  the  vvater,  for  which 
dement  they  are  evidently  intended 
>y  the  Angularity  of  their  fi-rudhire. 


Oj] 

Every  part  of  a  lake  abounds  with 
v/egetables,  where  its  depth  will 
permit  them  to  grow  ;  and  this  cir- 
cumftance  is,  for  the  moft  part, 
regulated  by  the  variety  of  plants  in 
it,-  and  the  climate  where  it  is  fitu- 
ated. — The  fferility  of  deep  waters 
depends  on  the  following  caufes  : 
every  plant  muft  be  placed  in  a 
fituation  where  the  temperance  of 
the  furroil  nding  water  never  de- 
feends  below  a  point  fixed  by  the 
conftitution  of  the  plant;,  other- 
wife,  it  lofes  its  vegetative  powers. 
Suceeflive  and  in  creating  degrees  of 
heat  are,  alfo,  requiflfe  for  its  growth 
and  flowering.  Add  to  this,  that 
the  temperature  of  the  bottom  of  a 
lake  is  very  different  in  different 
parts ;  becaufe,  as  the  depth  of  the 
water  itlCreales,  its  heat  becomes 
lefs  variable,  being  always  nearly 
equal  to  the  annual  mean  of  the 
country  :  but  the  temperature  of 
parts  where  the  depth  is  inconfider- 
able,  is  nearly  as  inconftantas  that 
of  the  air.  Such  plants,  therefore, 
as  demand  a  degree  of  warmth 
nearly  equal  to  that  of  the  atmo- 
fpherein  fummer,  are  always  found 
in  (hallow  places ;  fuch  as  are  of  a 
colder  conftitution  fix  their  abode 
in  deeper  regions  ;  but  if  any  part 
of  a  lake  be  colder  than  the  confli-1 
tution  of  the  coldeff  plant  pro¬ 
duced  in  it  will  bear,  that  part  is 
neceflarily  barren. — Aquatic  vege¬ 
tables,  at  certain  periods,  lofe  their 
vegetative  powers,  in  common  with 
thofe  that  grow  on  land :  but, 
while  the  latter  are  converted  to 
earth,  and  afford  additional  fertility 
to  the  foil  that  raifed  them  ;  the 
former  preferve  their  figure,  and, 
in  part,  retain  their  texture  for 
ages  ;  for  water  poffefles  an  antifep- 
tic  virtue,  that  prevents  the  de- 
compofition  ofvegetable  fubftances 
immerfed  in  it.  When  Julius  Ctefar 
invaded  Britain,  the  natives  forti¬ 
fied 
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fled  a  ford  in  the  Thames,  by  driv- 
'  ing  pointed  flakes  into  the  bed  of 
the  river,  with  a  view  of  retarding 
the  progrefs  of  the  Roman  army. 
A  number  of  thefe  hakes  were  pre- 
ferved  undecayed,  undoubtedly  by 
their  iituation,  in  the  time  of  Ra- 
pin  the  hiflorian,  who  wrote  about 
the  beginning  of  this  century.  To 
account  for  this  antifeptic  virtue, 
nothing  more  is  neceffary  than  to 
recoiled!,  that  water  protects  all 
bodies,  covered  by  it  from  the  in¬ 
juries  of  the  air.  If  a  vegetable  be 
thrown  into  this  fluid,  all  its  muci¬ 
lage  and  gum  will  be  foon  extract¬ 
ed  ;  but  the  refin,  the  woody  fibre, 
and  the  cellular  fubflance  of  the 
pith,  are  not  foluble  in  this  element. 
Their  decompofition,  therefore, 
muff  entirely  depend  on  fermenta¬ 
tion,  a  procefs  which  cannot  take 
without  a  free  expofure  to  the  at- 
mofphere,  which  communication 
is,  in  this  cafe,  precluded  by  the 
interpoGtion  of  fo  unfavourable  a 
medium.  Few  water  plants *ac quire 
properties  of  wood,  unlefs  the  cany 
appearance  of  fqme  grafts  deferves 
the  appellation  but  they  in  gene¬ 
ral  contain  lefs  mucilage,  and  more 
pith  than  others,  confequently, 
their  texture  is  lefs  fufceptible  of 
injury  from  maceration.  After  hav¬ 
ing  properly  conGdered  the  fore¬ 
going  observations*  fhould  anyone 
furtey  pond  well  flored  with 
aquatic  herbage,  the  following  re¬ 
marks  can  fcarcely  fail  of  receiving 
his  approbation. 

“  The  cavity  which  is,  at  pre¬ 
sent,  the  receptacle  of  a  pool,  will, 
in  procefs  of  time,  be  occupied  by 
a  jlratum  of  folid  matter,  which 
will  conffl  of  the  remains  of  its 
own  produce,  gradually  accumulat¬ 
ed  and  preferved  by  the  water  which 
is  intimately  mixed  with  them, 
and  which  protefts. them  from  de¬ 
cay.  The  fubflance  with  which  it 


that  La k Its  have  beeri 

is  conflantly  filling  will  acquire  a ! 
compaftnefs  nearly  uniform  ill 
every  part,  by  the  plants  of  each 
generation  interweaving  their  fibres, 
with  the  remains  of  their  predecef- 
fors ;  and  by  the  depofitions  of  the 
water,  which,  falling  to  the  bot¬ 
tom,  will  be  lodged  in  its  inter-  ; 
flices.  All  foreign  bodies,  brought 
hither  by  accident,  will  in  time  be 
buried  in  the  increafing  foil,  where 
they  will  remain  for  ages,  without 
undergoing  any  changes,  befides 
thofe  which  are  produced  by  the 
folvent  power  of  water  on  particu-*- 
lar  fub  fiances.  Should  the  water  . 
be  moll  fhallovv  at  ^he  fides,  and. 
increafe  in  depth  as  you  advance  to 
the  middle,  which  is  generally  the 
cafe,  the  margin  of  the  pond  will 
be  progreflively  advanced,  and  its 
furface  contracted  in  proportion.  If 
any  part  of  it  be  too  cold  to  favour 
vegetation,  that  part  will  ftill  re¬ 
main  a  pool  furrounded  with  a  flat* 
fedgy  border.  If  it  be  fupplied  and 
emptied  by  two  rivulets,  the  inter¬ 
mediate  current  will  preferve  itfelf 
a  channel  through  the  growing 
land.  Laifly,  the  folid  plahi,  thus 
produced,  will,  in  time,  be  co* 
vered  with  a  bed  of  vegetable 
earth,  whofe  thicknefs  will  deter-, 
mine  the  difference  of  high  and  low 
water-marks ;  for  the  matter  be-1 
tween  thofe  two  limits,  being  al¬ 
ternately  wet  and  dry,  will,  at  par¬ 
ticular  periods,  be  expofed  to  the 
a&ion  of  the  air,  and  will,  con¬ 
fequently,  be  decompofed,  .  and 
changed  into  mold. 

“  This  method  of  converting  a 
pond  into  land  evidently  points  out 
a  procefs  that  would  diminifn  the 
inequalities  of  a  diford ered  conti¬ 
nent  :  And,  if  we  leave  Speculation 
to  compare  the  theory  with  what 
has  pafled  in -the  world,  we  fliall 

find  every  reafon  to  believe,  that 
✓  ' 

the  plan  fuggefted  by  reflexion  has 
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een  employed  by  nature  in  per- 
rnniiig  the  budnefs  in  queftion  : 
rr,  it  is  upon  this  principle  alone, 
tat  we  can  account  for  the  pro- 
action  of  thofe  fat  mar  flies  that 
ipply  many  countries  in  the  north 
f  Europe  with  fuel.  -Several  cir- 
jm fiances  concur  to  demonftrate, 
lat  thefe  fwamps  are  indebted  for 
leir  prefent  appearance  to  the  pro¬ 
ofs  defcribed  above  ;  and  perhaps 
will  not  be  improper  to  mention 
number  of  faffs  in  this  place, 
lat  deem  well  calculated  to  eftab- 
fli  the  opinion.  Could  we  remove 
am  one  of  them  all  the  peculiar 
)il  whereby  it  isdiftinguidied  from 
te  furrounding  land,  the  cavity  left 
fter  the  operation  would  foon  be 
onverted  into  a  lake;  for  in  every 
og  there  is  a  quantity  of  water  al¬ 
ways  ready  to  occupy  any  depref- 
on  that  will  anfwerthe  purpofe  of 
refervoir.  And,  in  faff,  humi- 
ity  is  fo  necedary  to  the  preferva- 
on  of  this  kind  of  earth,  that 
-hen  it  is  expofed  to  the  airdt  lofes 
:s  diflingu idling  properties,  and  is 
hanged  into  mold.  There  is  an¬ 
ther  circumftanee  in  which  the 
/crks  of  Nature  correfpond  accu- 
ately  with  the  theory ;  for,  in  fed¬ 
eral  marfhes,  very  deep  ponds  are 
15 il  to  be  met  with.  In  fome  places 
hey  are  open,  and  prefent  them- 
elves  to  light ;  but  in  others,  they’¬ 
re  dangerous  pits,  which  are  more 
i>r  lefs  concealed  by  a  thin  cruii 
formed  by  aquatic  plants,  that  float 
pn  the  furface  of  the  water  without 
Extending  their  roots  to  the  bottom. 

“  The  matter  of  peat  is  evident - 
M  of  vegetable  origin,  as  well  as  the 
reacherous  covering  mentioned 
hove.  The  ufe  to  which  it  is  com- 
nonlv  applied,  fhews  that  it  is  fit 
or  combuftion  ;  and  its  alhes  con- 
ain  a  quantity  of  fixed  alkali ; 
vhich  is  rarely,  however,  pure,  or 
ree  from  mineral  falts.  If  we  ex¬ 


amine  its  druflure,  it  will  be  dis¬ 
covered  to  conlill  principallv  of 
flexible,  branched  fibres,  varxouOy 
interv/oven,  and  twilled  together. 
Their  arrangement  proves,  that 
they  grew  where  they  are  lodged ; 
and  that  they  were  not  brought  in¬ 
to  their  prelent  lituation  by  .any 
extraordinary  agent,  iuch  as  an  in¬ 
undation  ;  for,  had.  this  been  the 
cafe,  in  Head  of  a  compaCl  fub- 
ftance,  we  Ihould  have  found  an 
incoherent  mals  of  heterogeneous 
things,  thrown  loofely  together 
without  texture  or  conneCfioia. 
The  lighted:  and  moft  porous'parts, 
being  flrfl  faturated  with  humidity* 
W’ould  have  defcended  to  the  bot¬ 
tom;  whiiff  the  more  compact  fub- 
dances,  being  lead  capable  of  re¬ 
ceiving  an  addition  to  their  weight 
by  imbibing  water,  would  have  re¬ 
mained  in  the  highed  place.  Thus 
we  diould  have  found  the  ma¬ 
terials  of  a  fwamp  difpofed  in  firata 
according  to  their  texture  and  fpe- 
cinc  gravity,  provided  they  had  all- 
been  deponted  at  the  lame  time  in 
their  prefent  lituation;  which  fup- 
podtion  cannot  be  true,  becaufe  it 
is  contradictory  to  fa£h  The  light, 
friable  earth  intermixed- with  thefe 
fibres  has  originated  from  the  de- 
compoftlon  of  fuch  leaves  as  com¬ 
monly  float  on  the  furface  of  every 
pool,  and  are  expofed  m  the  air. 
Their  remains,  being  precipitated 
along  with  other  accidental  impu¬ 
rities,  have  fubfided  in  form  of 
mud,  which  has  afterwards  been 
covered  with  the  vegetation  of  fuc- 
ceeding  years.  Such  is-  the  internal 
ftruCfure  of  mardies,  where  the  pro¬ 
duce  of  the  original  lake  has  alone 
been  employed  in  their  competi¬ 
tion. 

But  dnee  it  is  known,  that 
they  contain  bodies,  which  are  not 
natives  of  the  water,  foreign  agents 
have  certainly  contributed  to  their 

for- 
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formation  ;  for.,  in  digging  for  peat, 
feveral  kinds  of  trees  are  difcover- 
ed,  lying  horizontally,  at  different 
diflaiices  below  the  furface.  They 
are  commonly  furrourtded  with  the 
natural  foil  of  the  bog,  and  are 
rarely  feen  in  contact  with  its  bot 
tom.  From  this  circumftance  it  is 
evident,  that  the  inferior  part  of 
the  fibrous  matter  was  formed  be¬ 
fore  they  came  into  the  f  tuation  in 
which  they  are  found.  It  frequently 
happens  that  they  all  lie  nearly  in 
one  direction,  and  are  confined  to 
a  particular  part  of  the  marfii. 
Some  are  found ;  others  more  or 
lefs  decayed.  Some  are  mutilated 
and  broken  ;  others,  nearly  entire. 


In  fine,  the  extraneous  matter  of  a 


fwamp  perfectly  refembles  the  re- 
fufe  of  a  river  flowing  through  a 
woody  country.  In  the  north  of 
England,  it  confifts  principally  of 
oak,  afh,  fir,  feveral  fpecies  of 
tvillow,  birch,  and  alder.  ^  Befides 
thefe,  a  great  variety  of  leaves  are 
dug  up,  with  hazel  nuts,  the  cones 
of  birch  and  alder,  a  number  of 
modes,  and  fome  ferns.  I  think  we 
may  fafely  conclude,  that  thefe  fub- 
ftances  have  been  brought  by  ri- 


to  fhew  how  well  the  theory  is  fup 
ported  by  the  evidence  of  nature 
I  will,  therefore,  quit  this  part  o 
the  enquiry  \  but,  before  the  fub 
jeCt  is  difmifled,  we  will  take  th< 
liberty  of  fubjoining  the  following 
obfervations,  which  may  per  hap: 
be  acceptable  to  the  naturalifl. 

“  Firft  :  I  have  been  informed  b) 
perfons  \yell  acquainted  with  oui 
marfhes,  that  the  yew  makes  apart 
of  the  foiiil  wood  of  the  North  oj 
England  ;  but  it  is  fo  rarely  found, 
that  I  have  not  hitherto  been  able 
to  procure  a  fpecimen  of  it,  though 
confiderable  endeavours  have  been 
•made  to  obtain  one,  as  fpeh  an  ac*j 
quifition  would  incontrovertibly 
prove  the  tree  to  be  a  native  of  this 
ifland,  a  circumftance  which  has 
been  ciifputed  of  late.  But  fince 
thofe  from  whom  my  information 
was  received  had  no  interell  in  pro¬ 


pagating  a  falfehood,  their  tefti 
mony  may  be  relied  on  ;  and  the 
yew  will  be  found  to  have  a  very 


good  claim  to  be  accounted  iikIm 


vers,  after  heavy  rains,  into  the 


primitive  lakes  ;  or,  that  they  have 
been  blown,  from  off  their  branches 
where  they  grew,  into  the  water  ; 
that  the  trees  have  then  been  driven 
by  the  wind,  which,  in  flickered 
places,  can  only  blow  in  certain 
directions,  into  parts  obftruCted  by 
weeds,  and  have  there  been  en¬ 
tangled  and  prevented  from  mov¬ 
ing,  till,  their  weight  growing  fpe- 
cmcally  greater  than  that  of  the 
fluid  whereby  they  wrere  fupported, 
they  have  fuuk  in  fuch  a  pofition, 
that  the  direction  of  the  prevailing 
wind  is  commonly  pointed  out  by 
the  direction  of  their  branches. 
The  foregoing  faCts  feem  fufticient 


genous,  becaufe  the  abundance  o£i 
foffil  vegetables  concealed  in  out 
marflies  proves  that  they  were 
formed  when  the  land  was  overrun 
with  wood.  Britain,  therefore,  num¬ 
bered  the  yew  amongft  her  produc¬ 
tions,  before  agriculture  and  the 
art  of  planting  were  known  to  hex 
inhabitants. 

“  Secondly:  It  is  highly  proba¬ 
ble,  that  an  obferving  perfon  might; 
eafily  determine  to  what  height  the 
hills  of  this  ifland  have  been  an-, 
ciently  covered  with  wood:  for 
fwamps  are  frequent  on  the  fides  of 
mountains,  forming  horizontal 
planes  that  interrupt  their  decli¬ 
vities.  In  fome  of  thefe,  which, 


are  much  elevated,  no  trees  are 
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found  ;  but  I  found  a  fmall  one  be-  y 
tween  two  and  three  hundred  yards 
tfbovc  the  level  of  the  furrounding; 

country,  \ 
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Country,  which  abounds  in  Birch , 
ind  have  been  informed  of  an- 
)ther,  where  Fir  is  plentiful. 

44  Thirdly :  A  thin  bed  of  peat 
>ften  covers  the  llbping  fides  of 
fills,  where  the  ground  is  full  of 
prings, .  but  it  differs  in  texture 
rom  the  foil  of  Jiat  bogs,  as  appears 
font  the  different  methods  obferv- 
:d  in  digging  ^hem :  for  the  coun¬ 
ty  people  cut  the  latter  horizon- 
ally  ;  but,  in  working  the  former, 
hey  ftrike  their  fpades  perpendicu¬ 
larly  down ;  otherwife  the  parts 
letached  by  this  operation  would 
Tumble  to  pieces  ;  for  the  Jiratum 
:onfifls  of  the  roots  of  the  Juncus 
ampejlris ,  heath,  and  other  alpine 
fiants  conne&ed  in  a  very  loofe 
banner. 

44  To  return  to  the  fubjeft  of  the 
iflay,  it  may  be  fafely  taken  for 
rranted,  that  the  marfhes  of  every 
lountry  are  fimilar  to  thofe  of  the 
|orth  of  England.  Hence  it  fol- 
pws  that  Lakes  have  once  exiifed 
li  every  part  of  our  globe ;  and 
■hat  thjFy  have  been  defaced  by  the 
lime  caufes  which-. have  produced 
Ike  effects  in  this  part  of  the  world, 
lut  nature  is  not  confined  to  the 
•rocefs  defcribed  above.  She  has 
Ither  refources,  which  make  a  part 
If  this  inquiry,  and  {fill  remain  to 
le  attended  to. — In  order  to  pre- 
jeed  with  fome  degree  of  perfpi- 
juity,  it  will  be  necellary  to  pre- 
life  the  following  circumflances, 
Ihich  muft  have  attracted  the  no- 
ttce  of  every  one  who  has  dedicated 
Iny  part  of  his  time  to  the  exarni- 
lation  of  the  phenomena  obferv- 
fcle  in  mountainous  regions. . 

I  44  The  compadfeft  firata  of  the 
Barth,  when  expofed  to  the  atmo- 
■)hiere,  are  broken  into  pieces,  as  is 
Indent  from  the  immenfe  heaps  of 
tones  which  are  found  lying  at  the 
lipt  of  every  precipice,  confiding 
^'fragments  that  are  continually 
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detached  from  it  by  the  injuries  of 
the  air,  and  have  been  accumulat¬ 
ing  for  ages. 

44  The  truth  of  this  propolition 
will  be  further  confirmed  by  in- 
fpedfing  the  fide  of  a  hill  after  the 
foil  is  taken  away;  for  it  appears 
to  be  made  up  of  mafles  of  Hone 
of  no  determined  fize  or  figure ; 
and  the  want  of  coherency  is  apt 
to  give  the  obferver  an  idea, 
that  the  whole  eminence  is  con- 
ftrudled  in  the  fame  loofe  manner. 
But,  if  the  fuperficial  rubbifh  be 
removed,  the  appearance  of  a  folid 
rock  will  overturn  the  haftv  con- 
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clufion.  No  kind  of  matter  enters 
in  any  confiderable  proportion,  in¬ 
to  th tjlrata  of  the  North  of  Eng¬ 
land,  that  is  proof  to  the  injuries  of 
the  atmofphere.  The  argillaceous 
faxa  are  molt  fufceptible  of  its  in¬ 
fluence  ;  and  even  the  lofty  ridges 
of  limefione ,  that  are  found  in  va¬ 
rious  parts  of  this  country,  are,  in 
fome  places,  fo  far  demolifhed  by 
the  hand  of  time,  as  to  be  nearly 
buried  in  their  own  ruins.  Tire 
knowledge  of  this  method  of  de- 
compofing  the  hardeft  fqbftances 
in  the  world,  enables  us  to  explain 
in  a  very  eafy  manner  the  forma¬ 
tion  of  the  deep  channels,  along 
which  the  rivulets  of  a  mountain 
are  conveyed  from  its  fummit  to 
the  neighbouring  vallies.  Forthefe 
rills,  which  in  dry  weather  are  fo 
infignificant  as  to  glide  unfeen 
among  the  afperities  of  the  hollows 
where  they  run,  are  liable  to  be 
converted. by  heavy  rains  into  furi¬ 
ous  torrents  that  carry  all  before 
them.  It  is  on  thefe  occafions,  that 
the  loofe  fragments  of  their  ftony 
bottoms  are  fwept  away,  and  driven 
to  the  lower  ground,  leaving  a  new 
furface  of  the  rock  expofed  to  the 
atmofphere,  which  in  time  is  broken 
up  by  its  action,  and  afterwards  re¬ 
moved  by  the  impetuoflty  of  fuc- 
/  ceeding 
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ceeding  floods.  The  frequent  re¬ 
petition  of  thefe  deitriuftive  opera¬ 
tions  has,  in  forne  places,  demo- 
lilhed  the  hardeft  Jirata  to  a  depth 
fcarcely  to  be  credited.  Now  it  is 
evident,  that,  where  the  fame  caufes 
have  been  applied  to  the  bank  of  a 
lake,  they  could  not  fail  of  pro¬ 
ducing  the  like  effects  as  when  ex¬ 
erted  on  the  fide  of  a  hill.  It  may, 
therefore,  be  taken  for  granted, 
that  the  outlet  of  every  lake  has 
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been  more  or  lefs  injured  in  the 
manner  defcribed  above.  This  con- 
clufion  being  admitted,  the  follow¬ 
ing  confequences  mull  immediately 
be  aflented  to  ;  becaufe  they  de¬ 
pend  on  the  fimpleft  laws  of  hy- 
droftatics. 

“  Firfi :  Wherever  this  procefs 
has  taken  place,  the  dimensions  of 
the  water  contained  in  the  refervoir 
always  diminifhed  as  the  depth  of 
the  channel  increafed  through 
which  the  fuperfluoUs  part  was  dif- 
charged. 

u  Secondly :  Its  banks  were  gra¬ 
dually  enlarged  ;  and  the  inequali¬ 
ties  of  the  bafon  began  to  rife  above 
the  furface,  and  afiumed  the  ap¬ 
pearance  of  iflands. 

u  Laftly  ;  Wherever  the  fitua- 
tion  of  the  difcharging  river  would 
permit  its  bed  to  be  worn  to  the 
level  of  the  lowed:  part  of  the  re¬ 
fervoir,  the  lake  has  difappeared; 
and  we  find,  at  prefent,  a  valley  in 
its  room,  containing  very  ftrong 
proof  of  its  own  formation  in  the 
Jiratum  of  fand  and  pebbles  with 
which  its  fides  are  covered.  The 
particular  fituation  of  the  outlet 
here  alluded  to  depends  on  the  fi¬ 
gure  of  the  bank  where  it  is  placed, 
which  mull  not  only  be  fteep,  but 
its  defcent  mud  alfo  be  continued 
lower  than  the  bafon,  otherwife 
the  lake  cannot  be  totally  defaced. 
For  when  a  ftream  takes  up  a  num- 
■  ber  of  heavy  bodies,  it  depofits 


them  again  as  foon  as  its  velocity 
begins  to  diminifli ;  the  largeft  firfi:, 
and  the  lefs  in  fucceflion,  accord¬ 
ing  to  their  bulks  and  comparative 
weights.  Hence  it  appears,  that 
the  lower  parts  of  the  channel  are 
continually  riling  from  the  accef- 
fion  of  frelli  materials  ;  and  the  up¬ 
per  end  is  gradually  depreiTed  by 
the  removal  of  the  fame,  till  the 
whole  becomes  a  gentle  declivity, 
down  which  the  current  will  glide, 
no  longer  capable  of  difturbing  the 
impediments  lying  in  its  way  :  con- 
fequently,  the  form  and  dimen¬ 
fions  of  its  bed  will* become  per¬ 
manent.  Now,  if  the  lower  mouth 
of  a  lake  arrive  at  this  ftate  before 
it  is  fufficiently  worn  away,  a  part 
of  its  refervoir  will  for  ever  re¬ 
main  undrained,  unlefs  it  happen 
to  be  deranged  by  violent  caufes; 
or  to  be  filled  up  with  land  and 
pebbles  brought  from  the  adjacent 
country,  by  the  rivers  which  flowi 
into  it.  After  thefe  definitive  ope¬ 
rations  have  ceafed  of  themfelves, 
there  is  reafon  to  apprehend,  from) 
what  has  been  difcovered  by  phi¬ 
losophers,  that  the  fame  procefs 
would  be  continued  with  equal  ef¬ 
fect,  for  the  conftituent  particles 
of  water  are  fufficiently  hard  to 
abrade  the  furfaces  of  very  compact 
bodies ;  it  having  been  proved  by 
experiment,  that  the  cohefion  of 
glafs  itfelf  is  not  ftrong  enough  to] 
refill  their  aflion.  The  eonfider-j 
ation  of  this  fa<5l  would  induce  onejj 
to  imagine,  that  the  bed  of  a  riveri 
undergoes  infenfible  changes  froml 
the  friflion  of  its  own  ftream,  after 
it  ceafes  to  be  expofed  to  the  more 
manifeli  ravages  of  a  torrent.  But! 
a  little  attention  to  the  oeconomy 
of  nature  will  remove  the  fufpi-' 
cion,  by  pointing  out  a  fimple  pre¬ 
ventive,  which  file  ufes  to  obviate 
the  inconveniency.  For  when  a 
pebble  has  been  a  while  depofited 
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t  water,  it  is  covered  with  feveral 
f  the  imp  erf  eft  plants,  moft  com- 
10 illy  with  the  conferva  rivularis , 
id  different  fpecies  of  trcfncila. 
'hefe  lingular  produftions  of  the 
egetable  kingdom  are  enabled  by 
>me  peculiarities  of  their  confti- 
ition  to  bear  the  fridtion  of  a 
ream,  without  receiving  the  leaft 
ljury.  And,  to  whatever  circum- 
ance  this  property  is  owing,  it  is 
lain  that,  the  fubftances  in  quef- 
on,  while  they  provide  for  their 
wn  fecurity,  mu  ft  enfure  the  pro- 
-dfion  of  whatever  they  envelop, 
y  fpreading  over  every  part  in 
ontadt  with  the  water,  they  pre- 
irve  one  continued  furface,  and 
refent  themfelves  entire  and  unin’ 
irrupted  to  the  adtion  of  the  cur- 
snt ;  and  by  occupving  the  cre- 
ices  ariftng  from  the  inequalites  of 
ontiguous  ftones,  they  form  a  kind 
f  cement,  in  which  the  lighter 
ragments  being  entangled,  are  pre- 
ented  from  being  moved  by  every 
rivial  force.  Thus  is  permanence 
iven  to  the  courfe  of  everv  river 
>v  this  fimple  provifion  of  nature  ; 
nd  bounds  are  fet  to  a  procefs, 
diich  without  it  muft  have  been 
inlimited. 

“  I  have  now  enumerated  the 
various  caufes  that  contribute  to 
he  transformation  of  Lakes,  by 
he  gradual  enlargement  of  their 
utlets,  and  have  pointed  out  cir- 
lumftances,  which  in  procefs  of 
me  unavoidably  hinder  future  al- 
irations  of  the  kind.  It  will  there- 
>re  be  proper,  in  conformity  to 
le  plan  of  the  effay,  to  confirm 
ie  truth  of  the  theory  by  the  fol- 
>wing  remarks,  which  I  truft  will 
at  be  found  contradictory  to  the 
cperience  of. any  one,  who  has 
id  an  opportunity  to  make  fimilar 
ifervations. 

“  There  are  many  vallies  in  the 
>rth  of,  England,  which,  if  we 
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may  judge  from  their  appearance., 
have  formerly  been  filled  with  wa¬ 
ter.  The  coves  which  feem  Loop¬ 
ed  out  of  the  fides  of  feveral  hills 
are  perhaps  the  moft  Angular  ob- 
jedts  of  the  kind.  The  entrance 
into- one  of  thefe  places  always  lies 
through  a  narrow  pals,  between  two 
fteep  banks.  A  rivulet  moft  com¬ 
monly  flows  through  this  opening, 
which,  in  fome  cafes,  conveys 
away  the  fuperfluous  water  by  a 
bafon  lying  in  the  centre  of  the  na¬ 
tural  amphitheatre.  If  the  courfe 
of  this  ftream  be  traced  to  fome 
part  where  its  declivity  is  inter¬ 
rupted  by  a  plane,  the  obferver 
may  have  an  opportunity  of  difco- 
vering  what  has  once  been  its  em¬ 
ployment.  For  he  will  frequently 
find  it  flowing  along  a  channel  con- 
fiderably  elevated  by  a  broad  bed 
of  pebbles.  The  fragments  confti- 
tuting  this  ridge  are  in  all  probabi¬ 
lity  the  remains  of  a  rock,  that 
formerly  occupied  the  opening 
which  is  now  the  entrance  to  the 
cove. 

“  Befides  thefe,  there  are  other 
vallies  of  greater  extent,  and  more 
di.ftant  from  the  fummits  of  the 
hills,  which  appear  to  be  the  worn- 
out  refer voirs  of  ancient  lakes. 
For,  in  them,  the  natural  fir  at  a  of 
the  country  are  buried  under  deep 
beds  of  fand  and  pebbles.  Their 
fides  are  frequently  diverfified  with 
little  eminences,  which,  in  figure 
and  ftrudhire,  very  much  refernble 
the  banks  that  are  thrown  up  by  cur¬ 
rents  :  but  their  elevation  above  the 
neighbouring  rivers  forbids  us  to 
imagine  ,  that  they  were  formed  by 
them,  as  it  is  -not  uncommon  to 
meet  with  fmall  hills  of  the  kind 
many  yards  above  the  limits  of  the 
greateft  floods  ;  but  at  the  fame 
time,  it  is  evident  that  they  have 
been  raifed  by  ftream s  of  conficjer-. 
able  force,  as  they  confift  wholly  of 
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rolled  Hones,  arranged  in  drata 
with  beds  of  fand  between  them. 
The  fined  fand  is  found  in  the 
lowed  and  mod  feqnedered  places 
of  thefe  hollows,  in  fuch  fituations 
as  theory  afiigns  to  it,  on  the  fup- 
pofition  that  the  bottom  of  a  lake  is 
the  lead  agitated  by  dorms,  where 
the  water  is  deeped. 

“  In  many  places  it  is  as  fmall 
as  that  thrown  up  by  the  fea  ;  but 
it  differs  in  this  refpeCt — fea-fand 
is  more  or  lefs  mixed  with  diells, 
but  this  contains  none,  though  the 
lime-done  that  is  often  found  in 
the  neighbourhood  abounds  with 
them.  From  this  faCt  it  may  be 
very  properly  inferred,  that  the 
matter' in  quedion  is  of  a  more  re¬ 
cent  date  than  the  primitive  drata 
of  the  furrounding  country  ;  and 
that  the  tides  of  the  ocean  were  not 
concerned  in  lodging  it  where  we 
now  find  it.  For  though  it  would 
be  folly  to  feek  for  diells  in  the 
heap  of  pebbles  defcribed  above, 
becaufe  they  would  be  unavoidably 


crudied  to  pieces,  during  the  fotf* 
mation  of  thefe  eminences,  by  the 
fragments  of  which  they  confift  be¬ 
ing  thrown  forcibly  together  by  the 
currents ;  yet,  it  is  equally  evident, 
that  the  gentler  undulations  of  the 
water  would  tranfport  fuch  light 
fubdances  along  with  the  fineft 
particles  of  done  into  the  calmed 
parts  of  the  refervoir,  and  there 
leave  them  to  fubfide  together.  On 
this  account  it  is  highly  reafonable 
to  fuppofe,  that  the  beds  of  fand 
here  alluded  to  are  not  productions 
of  the  fea  ;  but  that  they  have  been 
ciepofited  by  rivers,  which,  after 
running  over  drata  in  a  date  of  de- 
campofition,  difcharged  all  the  im¬ 
purities  collected  in  their  refpeCtive 
courfes  into  vallies  full  of  water  at 
the  time ;  and  that  the  rubbidi, 
which  now  covers  their  fides,  con- 
fids  of  thefe  impurities,  difpofed 
in  their  prefent  order  and  arrange¬ 
ment,  by  the  currents  of  the  pri¬ 
mitive  lakes.” 


On  the  Migration  of  FISHES,  in  a  Letter  from  General  LINCOLN 

to  Mr.  BELKNAP. 

[From  the  Third  Volume  of  Belknap’s  History  of  New  Hamp¬ 
shire.] 


«  Rev.  Sir, 

*QINCE  I  faw  you  lad,  I  have 
found  forne  parts  of  the  copy 
of  a  letter  I  wrote  t'*  Mr.  Little, 
with  a  defign  to  convince  him,  that 
the  river  fiih  never  forfake  the  wa¬ 
ters  in  which  they  were  fpawned, 
unlefs  fome  unnatural  obdruCtions 
are  thrown  in  their  way  :  that 
when  obdruCted,  they  do  not  feek 
new  fources  in  which  they  may 
lodge  their  fpawn.j  but  that  they 


are  fo  drongly  allured  to  the  fame 
route,  that  they  annually  return  to 
their  natural  river,  preffing  con- 
dantly  for  a  paffage  into  their  mo¬ 
ther  pond.  That  the  quiet  waters 
of  the  lake  can  alone  give  that 
nouridiment  and  protection  necef- 
fary  to  the  exidence  of  the  egg ; 
the  prefervation  of  which  is  indif- 
penfible,  if  an  extinction  of  the 
fchuli  is  to  be  prevented. 

“  The  practice  is  not  novel  iti 
this  date,  when  from  fome  unna- 

tufal 
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ural  obflru&ions^  the  fifh  have 
een  totally  expelled  from  a  river, 
o  re-eftablifh  them  in  their  former 
umbers.  About  fifty  years  fince, 

;  was  known,  that  at  the  firll  fet- 
lernent  of  this  town,  the  alewives 
ad  a  paifage  through  it,  into  Ac- 
ord  pond,  and  were  in  fuch  plenty 
s  to  give  a  full  fupply  to  the  in- 
labitants.  This  induced  the  people 
.t  that  time  to  attempt  the  re-effab- 
ifhment  of  them,  in  which  they 
iicceeded  by  opening  proper  fifh- 
vavs  through  the  mill-dams,  and 
conveying  the  fifli,  in  the  fpring 
)f  the  year,  in  a  proper  vehicle  into 
he  pond  ;  this  was  done  by  keep- 
ng  it  near  the  bank  of  the  river, 
uid  frequently  lhifting  the  water 
|n  the  veflel.  After  this  the  fifh 
ncreafed  annually  until  there  was 
l  pretty  good  fupply  ;  but  as  there 
vere  many  flioal  places  in  the  river, 
rhich  required  very  conflant  atten- 
ion,  the  ex  pence  of  which,  and  the 
ofs  fuflained  by  flopping  the  mills, 
:xceeded,  in  the  opinion  of  the 
own,  the  advantages  of  the  fifh, 
he  bufinefs  was  negle&ed ;  fo  that 
or  a  number  of  years  they  have 
)een  perfectly-  cut  off  from  the 
iond.  Notwithftanding  fome  of  the 
ifh  annually  return  to  the  mouth 
>f  the  river,  urging  a  paffage  up  ; 
)ut  they  are  decreafed  in  number 
md  reduced  in  fize. 

u  We  fhall  find  on  examination, 
hat  the  fifh,  though  of  the  fame 
dnd,  in  one  river  are  much  larger 
md  fatter  than  in  anv  other  river 
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u  its  vicinity.  If  thefe  fifli  were 
'uffered  to  intermix,  the  difference 
tow  fo  very  apparent  would  not 
ixifl.  If  the  fifli  are  not  directed 
iy  fome  laws  in  nature,  to  the  rivers 
n  which  they  were  /pawned,  how 
hall  we  account  for  the  falmon  be- 
ng  in  Connecticut  river,  and  in 
Merrimack,  and  the  rivers  lying 
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between,  perfectly  deflitute  of  thofe 
fifli  ?  Was  there  not  fomething  ir- 
refifliblv  enchanting,  in  the  waters 
in  which  they  refpeCtively  origi¬ 
nated,  we  fhould  probably  find 
fome  flraggling  falmon  in  the  in¬ 
termediate  rivers. 

“  Whiift  I  refided  in  Philadel¬ 
phia  in  i  782  and  1783,!  difcovered 
that  the  fhad  brought  to  market 
from  the  Schuylkill  were  about  one 
third  part  better  than  thofe  taken- 
in  the  Delaware.  Thefe  fifli  come 
up  the  bay  together  in  the  fpring, 
and  take,  each  fchulk  its  proper  ri¬ 
ver,  about  five  miles  below  the 
city  ;  they  are  caught  but  a  few 
miles  above  it,  fo  that  in  a  few 
hours  after  they  divide,  thev  fail 
into -'the  nets  of  the  fifhermen. 
Were  there  not  fomething;  in  the 
nature  of  the  waters  of  thefe  rivers, 
by  which  the  fifli  are  allured  to' 
them  refpeCtively,  we  certainly 
fhould  find  the  fifli  in  the  different 
rivers  exaCtly  alike ;  for  we  cannot 
fuppofe  that  they  experience  any 
material  change  between  the  time 
of  their  reparation  and  the  time  of 
their  being-  caught.  As  the  fhad 
taken  in  the  Schuylkill  are,  and  ah 
wavs  have  been,  of  a  much  fuoerior 
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quality  to  thofe  taken  in  the  Dela¬ 
ware,  we  mu  ft  fuppofe  that  there 
is,  in  the  river  fifli  mentioned,  food 
for  the'  fifli  more  nutritive  than 
there  is  in  the  latter.  I  cannot 
think  it  a  verv  romantic  idea,  that 
the  waters  are  fo  impregnate  with 
certain  particles  which  fhall  be  fuf- 
ficient  to  allure  the  fifh  to  thofe  ri¬ 
vers  in  which  they  we>e  fpawned, 
or  that  they  are  invited  to  them  by 
the  returning  frv,  on  which  thev 
have  been  accuflomed  to  feed. 
That  they  do  feed  differently,  fome 
on  food  more  nutritive  than  others, 
cannot  be  denied  ;  to  this  is  owing 
the  different  fize  of  the  fifh.  They 
/  3  leave 
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leave  the  rivers  under  different  cir- 
cumflances,  and  f'o  return  to  them 
again. 

44  The  fhad  and  alewife  frequent 
the  fame  waters  in  which  they  drop 
their  fpawns.  The  fhad,  prior  to 
this,  work  up  a  little  circular  fand 
bank,  on  which  the  fpawns  are 
lodged,  and  are  guarded  from  that 
deflruftion  to  which  they  would  be 
expofed  from  the  fmall  fifli,  did  not 
the  male  conftantly  play  around  the 
depofit.  While  the  eggs  or  fpawns 
of  the  alewife  are  fecured  by  being 
depofited  in  fhoal  water,  which  pre¬ 
vents  their  being  annoyed  by  the 
large  fifh. 

44  The  idea  that  fifh  always  re- 
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turn  to  the  fame  rivers  in  which 
they  are  fpawned,  will  not  appear 
improbable,  when  we  confider  what 
are  the  general  laws  which  leem  to 
coiitroul  the  whole  finny  tribe ; 
and  what  would  be  the  probable 
c6nfequences,fhouid  they  be  thrown 
down. 

44  On  the  fhores  of  the  United 
States  we  find  fifh  of  different 
kinds,  each  fupplying  a  certain  pro¬ 
portion  of  the  inhabitants.  Thefe 
are  reilrained  by  fome  laws  in  na¬ 
ture  to  their  own  feeding  ground; 
they  do  not  invade  the  rights  cf 
others,  nor  are  their  rights  infringed 
by  any.  New- York  is  in  the  neigh¬ 
bourhood  of  Rhode-Ifland,  and  that 
ffate  is  in  the  neighbourhood  of 
this,  yet  each  hate  has  a  very  dif¬ 
ferent  fifh-market.  So  it  is  with 
Pennfyl vania  and  the  hates  fouth 
of  it.  Notwithstanding  this,  all  are 
fupplied,  and  with  kinds,  of  fifh  pe¬ 
culiar  to  each.  The  cod-fiih  which 
occupy  the  banks  lying  between 
the' latitudes  of  41  and  45,  are  very 
different  on  the  different  banks,  and 
are  kept  lo  diftindl,  and  are  fo  fi~ 
milar  on  the  refpedtive  banks,  that 
a  man  acciuainted  with  thejifhing 
bufinefs  viil  feparate  thole  caught 
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on  one  bank  from  thofe  caught  on' 
another,  with  as  much  eafe  as  we 
feparate  the  apple  from  the  pear. 

44  It  will  be  acknowledged  that 
there  can  exifl  but  a  certain  number 
only  of  fifh  in  any  given  fpace ; 
was  not  this  the  cafe,  as  they  are  fo 
prolific  in  their  nature,  they  would, 
from  their  natural  increafe,"  foon  fo 
multiply,  as  that  the  world,  if  I 
may  be  allowed  the  expreffion, 
would  not  contain  them. 

44  On  the  banks  there  appears 
nearly  as  many  fifh  as  ever,  not- 
withlfanding  the  great  numbers  an¬ 
nually  taken.  The  grand  bank 
was,  three  years  ago,  manifeflly 
over-flocked  ;  there  were  more  fifh 
on  it  than  could  find  fupport ;  thofe 
taken  were  evidently  on  the  decline; 
they  were  very  thin,  the  fubflance 
tender  ;  it  could  not  be  hardened 
and  preferved  by  fait ;  many  of 
them  would  yield  before  the  knife 
in  fplitting,  and  fall  to  pieces  be¬ 
fore  they  could  be  conveyed  to  the 
flakes.  The  eaufe  is  not  known  ; 
probably  the- fpawns  of  that  feafon 
were  better  preferved  than  they 
had  ufually  been. 

44  Were  thofe  reffraining  laws  of 
nature,  which  now  confine  the  dif¬ 
ferent  fchulls  of  fifh  to  their  own' 
limits,  thrown  down,  and  all  could 
wander  without  controul,  there 
would  be  the  rnofl  imminent  dan¬ 
ger  of  a  total  definition  of  nearly 
the  whole  kind,  as  well  in  the  ri¬ 
vers  as  on  the  banks ;  for,  as  was 
laid  before,  there  can  but  a  certain 
number  exilt  in  a  given  fpace. 

44  Permit  me  farther  to  requefl, 
in  fupport  of  the  dodlrine  advanced, 
an  attention  to  that  fvflem  and  or¬ 
der  fo  confpdcuous  in  the  opera¬ 
tions  of  nature,  and  the  great  regu¬ 
larity  preferved  among  the  things 
of  creation,  animate  and  inanimate, 
by  that  wifdom  which  made  and 
governs  the  world. 


44  Let 
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,  6i  Let  us  take  a  view  of  the  dif¬ 
ferent  nations  difperfed  over  the 
lace  of  the  earth,  by  him  who  ori¬ 
ginally  fixed  bounds  to  the  habi- 
:ations  of  men,  and  as  a  reftraint  to 
:hem,  and  that  each  tribe  lhould 
'etain  its  own  limits,  he  gave  to 
jach  nation  a  different  language  :  we 
ihd  the  different  nations  and  tribes, 
:hough  poffeffing  very  different 
ffimates,  and  if  we  were  to  judge, 
pnjoying  the  means  of  different  de¬ 
crees  of  happinefs,  feverallv  tena¬ 
cious  of  the  limits  afligned  them  ; 
tnd  where  a  God  is  acknowledged, 
hey  very  fincerely  and  univerlally 
hank  him  that  they  are  favoured 

ibove  their  fellow  men. 

* 

“  Was  it  not  for  the  fuperin- 
ending  care,  and  the  influence  of 
he  Governor  of  the  univerfe,  who 
"catters  in  the  paths  of  men  fuch 
notives  as  fall  with  weight  and  con¬ 
dition  on  their  minds,  and  lead 
hem  to  prefer  their  climate  above 
my  other,  no  inhabitants  would 
>e  found  in  the  burning  fands  un- 
ier  the  torrid,  nor  on  the  frozen 
^ragged  mountains  under  the  frigid 
miles.  We  find,  however,  under 
:ach,  multitudes  of  people,  who 
ire  fo  fitted  for  their  refpective  fitu- 
itions,  that  they  are  not  only  happy, 
)ut  are  really  partial  to  the  place 
ifligned  them,  and  envy  not  the 
lominion  of  others,  and  feldom  or 
lever  invade  them,  but  from  mo- 
ives  of  avarice,  pride,  and  ambi- 
ion. 

“  We  find  that  the  people  who 
nhabited  the  American  fhores  on 
he  firft  difcovery  of  them,  were 
iivided  into  little  kingdoms  or 
ribes,  each  fpeaking  a  different 
anguage,  and  were  enemies  one  to 
he  other ;  hence  they  were  pre- 
erved  from  famine  and  want,  for 
hey  depended  principally  upon  the 
pontaneous  growth  of  the  earth, 
nd  upon  fifhing  and  hunting  for 


their  fupport.  Whatever  kept  them 
afunder  was  an  adt  of  mercy  ;  with 
their  ideas,  they  could  not  have 
lived  compadlly  ;  ruin  muff  have 
been  the  neceffary  confequence  of 
the  attempt. 

“  What  fhort  of  that  influence, 
neceffary  to  preferve  the  natural 
order  of  things,  could  have  pre¬ 
vented  mankind  from  abandoning 
the  more  inhofpitable  parts  of  the 
globe,  running  together  and  uniting 
in  climes  the  moft  friendly  and 
pleafant,  and  much  the  greater  part 
of  them  becoming  thereby  their 
own  executioners.  Although  from 
an  high  cultivation  of  the  earth, 
food  mav  be  drawn  for  a  great  mul- 

v  O 

titude  of  people,  yet  population 
cannot  exceed  certain  bounds  ; 
whenever  that  takes  place,  the  fa- 
lubrity  of  the  air  is  deftroyed,  con¬ 
tagion  rages,  the  people  ffcken 
and  die. 

“  Let  me  now  point  you  to  the 
birds  of  paffage,  and  aik  that  you 
would  permit  your  ideas  to  follow 
them  in  their  flight  from  fouth  to 
north,  in  fpring,  and  from  north  to 
fouth,  in  autumn,  and  you  will  find 
that  they  are  annually  pointed  to 
the  fame  objects,  and  are  as  conffant 
in  their  flight  and  as  regular  in  their 
courfe  as  are  thefeafons.  We  may, 
at  a  particular  time  of  the  year,  trace 
the  fwallow  into  its  hiding  place, 
and  the  robin  and  the  lark  to  the 
foreffs,  where  they  retire  for  ftielter 
from  the  inclemency  of  an  ap¬ 
proaching  winter,  and  fee  them  in 
the  morning  of  fpring  returning  to 
the  fame  habitations  and  branches, 
and  often  to  the  fame  neffs  they  oc¬ 
cupied  before,  and  which  from  ne- 
ceffity  they  had  abandoned.  Dif¬ 
ferent  fowls,  natives  of  different 
climes,  are  fo  fitted  to  their  native 
air,  that  many  of  them  cannot  ex- 
iff  out  of  it. 

a  The  ratde-fnake,  themoff  poi- 
J  4  fonous 
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fonous  reptile  in  this  part  of  the 
country,  is  circumfcribed  in  his  li¬ 
mits,  and  cannot  exift  beyond  a 
certain  degree  of  northern  latitude, 
nor  can  he  be  tranfported  acrofs 
the  Atlantic.  Bv  what  laws  in  na- 

j 

ture  he  is  retrained  we  know  not ; 
that  he  is  reftrained  is  a  fad',  and 
is  not  known  in  one  part  of  this 
commonwealth,  while  much  dread¬ 
ed  in  another.  The  fame  reftraint 
lies  on  different  reptiles  in  the 
fou them  ftates  ;  and  though  one 
part  are  in  a  degree  endangered  by 
them,  yet  others  are  perfectly  free 
from  their  poifonous  ftings.  Thefp 
animals,  neceffary  on  the  whole,  as 
are  the  flies,  which  multiply  in  pro¬ 
portion  to  the  impurity  of  the  air 
by  which  they  are  furrounded,  make 
a  part  of  the  great  whole,  and  have, 
I  doubt  not,  a  benevolent  commif- 
fion,  in  the  execution  of  which  the 
happinefs  of  man  is  materially  con¬ 
cerned. 

a  Beaffsofthe  moft  ferocious  kind, 
neceffary  in  the  chain,  are  peculiar 
to  certain  climates,  and  are  the  leaf!: 
dreaded  where  molt  known  :  a  be¬ 
lief  that  they  will  not  exceed  the 
limits  affigned  them,  prevents  their 
giving  terror  to  .others ;  while  thofe 
of  a 'different  kind  ferve  for  our  ufe, 
are  fitted  to  live  in  the  various  cli¬ 
mates  in  which  they  have  been 
placed,  and  leem,  by  lome  inftindf 
of  nature,  to  be  perfectly  fubmiflive; 
and  are  bound  with  much  eafe  to 
the  limits  affigned  them. 

u  When  we  take  a  view  of  the 
whole  of  the  order  eftablifhed  ori¬ 
ginally,  and  which  has  been  pre- 
ierved  in  the  world  ;  when  we  fee 
man  difperfed  over  the  face  of  the 
earth,  and  an  evident  delign  that 
he  fhould  remain  fo  difperfed  ;  and 
when  we  behold,  that  in  confe- 
quence  thereof,  care  has  been  taken 
that  under  eyery  circumffance  of 
civilization,  or  barbarifm,  a  full 


fupply  of  food  can  be  obtained  by 
each,  in  a  way  bed  fitted  to  them- 
felves ;  when  we  fee  the  birds  of 
paffage,  anxious  to  perform  their 
part,  and  (which  is  important  in¬ 
deed  to  home  of  the  inhabitants  in 
the  higher  latitudes)  taught  to  fly  in 
winter  to  climes  more  friendly  to 
their  exiftence,  and  led  back  to 
nourilh  the  waking  Laplander,  after 
a  winter  of  retirement  and  deep ; ' 
when  we  fee  the  care  exercifed  to¬ 
wards  man,  evinced  in  the  exiftence 
of  even  the  moft  poifonous  animals, 
fitted  to  inhale  the  more  fubtil  and 
pointed  particles  floating  in  air, 
which  are  too  keen  for  our  habits, 
andobferve  the  irritating  fly,  buiily 
employed  in  lipping  the  putrid  mat¬ 
ter,  in  the  firft  ftages  of  it,  which 
otherwife  would  float  incompatible 
with  a  falubrious  atmofphere,  ne- 
ceflary  to  our  happinefs  ;  when 
we  fee  the  natural  timidity  implant¬ 
ed  in  the  nature  of  the  moft  fero¬ 
cious  animals,  fleeing  at  the  ap¬ 
proach  of  man ;  and  the  docility  of' 
thofe  more  immediately  intended 
for  our  ufe  ;  when  we  carefully 
review  thefe  things,  and  ftudy  with 
attention  the  works  of  nature,  the 
great  book  of  God,  which  if  under- 
ftood  cannot  miflead,  and  our  minds 
are  guided  by  proper  confiderations, 
we  lhall  be  freed  from  all  anxious,  J 
fears,  left  one  part  of  the  fyftem 
Ihould  clafli  with  another;  but  in- 
ftead  thereof,  we  (hall  find  ourfelves 
perfectly  fatisfied  in.  the  belief  that 
each  will  occupy  its  own  orb  until 
the  whole  lhall  be  diffolved. 

“  I  have  little  doubt  in  my  own 
mind  but  that  every  river,  whofe 
fource  is  in  a  lake  or  pond,  where 
the  waters  are  quiet,  might  with 
great  eafe  be  replenilhed  with  fome 
kind  of  filh  or  other.  I  think  there- 
was  a  time  when  they  were  filled. 
Could  we  fucceed  in  this  meafure, 
the  advantages  would  be  important ; 
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for  it  would  multiply  our  cod  and 
other  ground-fifh  about  our  fhores, 
in  proportion  as  we  increafe  the 
fmall  river  fifh,  for  they  are  the 
proper  food  of  the  ground-fifh, 
which  in  purfuit  thereof,  are  al¬ 
lured  quite  into  our  harbours,  and 
give  us  a  more  eafy  fupply.  We 
have  undoubtedly  been  criminally 
inattentive  to  the  propagation  of 
the  oyfter,  in  different  parts  of  our 
fhores;  we  can  probably  fill  our 
channels  with  thefe  fliell  fifh  with 
pluch  more  eafe  than  we  can  fill 
pur  paftures  with  herds  and  flocks. 


“  I  have  a  fatisfa&ion  in  fub- 
mitting  thefe  obfervations  to  you, 
which  is  feldom  to  be  enjoyed,  viz. 
that  I  fhall  receive  a  full  compen- 
fation — one  fmile  will  do  it;  that  I 
am  fure  they  will  beget,  for  you 
muft  long  fince  have  been  taught 
that  we  had  better  fmile  than  weep 
at  the  vanity  of  others. 

With  efteem  and  affe&ion, 

I  am  always  your  friend, 

B.  LINCOLN.” 


z 


Account  of  the  FRUIT  of  the  MELLORI,  growing  in  the  NICO¬ 
BAR  ISLANDS. 


[From  the  Third  Volume  of  the  Asiatic  Researches.] 


£  nPHE  tree  bears  this  nu- 
X  tritrive  fruit,  is  a  fpeeies 
)f  Palm ,  called  bv  them  Larum  ;  by 
he  Portuguefe,  Mcllori  ;  and  is  very 
bundant  in  thofe  iflands,  as  well 
s  in  Carnicobar  :  it  grows  promif- 
uoufly  in  the  woods,  among  other 
rees,  but  it  delights  more  particu- 
irly  in  a  damp  foil.  The  trunk  is 
ften  llraight,  thirty  or  thirty-five 
set  high,  and  ten  or  twelve  inches 
the  oldeft  even  two  feet'l  in  circum- 
?rence :  the  bark  is  fmooth,  afn 
oloured,  with  equidiftant  interfec- 
ons,  of  a  compact  hard  texture 
i  its  interior  part,  but  foft  and 
uite  hollow  in  the  centre  from  the 
>p  of  the  trunk  ;  the  leaves  grow 
fpofed  like  a  calyx,  about  three 
et  long  and  four  inches  broad, 
lftform  and  aculeate,  of  a  dark 
‘een  hue,  and  of  a  tenacious  hard 
bflance :  the  roots  are  out  of  the 
ound,  and  inferted  at  eight  or  ten 


feet  on  the  trunk,  according  to  its 
age,  being  not  quite  two  feet  in  the 
earth  :  the  fruit,  which  has  the  fliape 
of  a  pine,  and  the  fize  of  a  large 
Jaca ,  comes  out  of  the  bottom  of 
the  leaves  :  the  age  of  a  man  is  fel¬ 
dom  fufficient  to  fee  the  trees  bear¬ 
ing  fruit:  its  weight  forces  it  out 
of  the  leaves,  and,  when  it  is  nearly 
ripe,  which  is  known  by  the  na  ■ 
tives  on  the  change  of  its  colour 
from  green  to  yellowifh,  it  is  ga¬ 
thered,  and  weighs  from  thirty  to 
forty  pounds.  The  drupes  are  loof- 
ened  by  thru  fling  a  piece  of  iron 
between  their  interfaces  :  the  ex¬ 
terior  furface  is  cut  off,  and  thus 
put  into  earthen  pots  covered  with 
leaves,  then  boiled  on  a  flow  fire 
for  feveral  hours  together  :  the  fruit 
is  fufficiently  boiled,  when  the  me¬ 
dullary  part  of  it  becomes  foft  and 
friable  ;  it  is  then  taken  from  the 
fire  and  expofed  to  the  c®ld  air ; 

when 
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when  cold,  the  drupes  are  fepa- 
rated  from  the  ffalk,  and  the  me¬ 
dullary  part  prefied  out  by  means 
of  a  (hell  forced  into  them.  With¬ 
in  the  woody  part  of  the  drupes, 
there  are  two  feeds,  in  fnape  and 
tafte  much  like  almonds :  the  foft 
part  is  then  collected  into  a  fpheri- 
cal  mafs,  and,  in  order  to  ex¬ 
tract  all  the  ftringy  fragments  re¬ 
maining  in  it,  by  the  comprelTion 
of  the  fhell,  a  thread  is  palled  and 
repaded,  until  the  whole  is  extract¬ 
ed,  and  it  comes  out  perfectly  clean : 
it  is  then  of  a  pale  yellow  colour, 
much  refembling  polenta ,  or  the 
dreifed  meal  of  the  Zea  may?,  and 
in  tafte  much  like  it ;  when  not 
\  duly  prepared,  it  has  an  acidity,  to 
which  it  tends  very  ftrongly  if 
long  expofed  to  the  atmofphere ; 
but  it  may  be  preferved  a  long  time, 
if  well  covered.  * 

u  It  is  certain  that  the  Nicohar 
bread  fruit-tree  di  fFers  very  effential- 
ly  from  the  palm  defcribed  by  Mr. 
Maffon,  and  found  in  the  interior 
parts  o f  .Africa,  which  bears  a  fort 
of  bread-fruit.  On  my  lliewing  to 
Mr.  Mahon,  in  March  1 790,  the 
drawing  of  the  tree  here  defcribed, 
he  was  plealingiy  furprized  at  the 
novelty,  and  declared  he  had  never 
before  feen  it.  It  differs  alfo  from 
the  bread  fruit-tree  found  in  Ota- 
heitc ,  and  defcribed  by  captain 
Cook  in  his  Voyage  round  the 
World,  as  will  appear  very  evident 
on  a  reference  to  fhe  notes  of  that 
work.  Some  ftirubs,  whofe  leaves 
referable  much  thofe  of  the  Nicobar 
bread  fruit-tree,  are  to  be  feen  on 
the  Coromandel  coaft,  and  in  the 
Ifle  of  France ,  where  they  thrive  in 
fome  degree,  but  never  attain  the 
height  of  thofe  at  Nicobar  :  imper¬ 
fect  fmall  fruits  are  feen  once  a 
year  fprouting  out,  and  the  inha¬ 
bitants  derive  an  advantage  from 


the  leaves  of  the  tree,  which  they 
convert  into  mats  and  bags  to  hold 
coffee.” 

Note  by  the  Prefident : 

“  As  far  as  we  can  determine  the 
clafs  or  order  of  a  plant  from  a  mere 
delineation  of  its  fruit,  we  may 
fafely  pronounce,  that  the  Lerant 
of  Nicobar  is  the  Cadhi  of  the  Arabs , 
the  Cetaca  of  the  Indians,  and  the 
Pandanus  of  our  Botanifts,  which 
is  defcribed  very  awkwardly  (as 
KOENIG  firft  obferved  to  me)  in 
the  fupplement  to  LINNfEUS :  he 
had  himfelf  defcribed  with  that 
elegant  concifenefs,  which  conftitues  „ 
the  beauty  of  the  Linnaan  method, 
not  only  the  wonderful  fructifica¬ 
tion  of  the  fragrant  • Cetaca ,  but 
moff  of  the  flowers,  which  are  ce¬ 
lebrated  in  San/critj  by  poets  for 
their  colour  or  fcent,  and  by  phyfi- 
cians  for  their  medical  ufes ;  and, 
as  he  bequeathed  his  manufcript  to 
fir  JOSEPH  BANKS,  we. may  be- 
fore  that  tile  public  fpirit  of  that 
illuffrious  naturalift  will  not  fuffer, 
the  labours  of  his  learned  friend  to 
be  funk  in  oblivion.  Whether  the 
PANDARUS  Ler.am  be  a  new 
J' pecks,  or  only  a  variety,  we  can¬ 
not  yet  pofitively  decide ;  but  four 
of  the  plants  have  been  brought ; 
from  Nicobar,  and  feem  to  flourifh 
in  the  company’s  botanical  garden, 
where  they  will  probably  bloffom  ; 
and  the  greateft  encouragement 
will,  I  truft,  be  given  to  the  culti¬ 
vation  of  fo  precious  a  vegetable. 
A  fruit  weighing  twenty  or  thirty 
pounds,  and  containinga  farinaceous 
fubflance,  both  palatable  and  nu¬ 
tritive  in  a  high  degree,  would  per-  , 
haps,  if  it  were  common  in  thefe 
provinces,  for  ever  fecure  the  na¬ 
tives  of  them  from  the  horrors  of 
famine  j  and  the  PANDANUS  of 

'  j Bengal 
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Bengal  might  be  brought,  I  con  • 
eeive,  to  equal  perfection  with  that 
of  Nicobar ,  if  due  care  were  taken 
to  plant  the  male  and  female  trees 
in  the  fame  place,  inftcad  of  leaving 


the  female,  as  at  prefent,  to  bear  an 
imperfect  and  unprodutive  fruit, 
and  the  didant  male  to  fpread  itfelf 
only  by  the  help  of  its  radicating 
branches.” 


Experiments  illuftrating  the  PROPERTIES  of  CHARCOAL. 
[From  Crell’s  Chemical  Journal.] 


i.  /COMMON  vinegar,  onbe- 
ing  boiled  in  a  matrafs 
with  charcoal  powder,  became  per- 
fetly  limpid  like  water. 

“  2.  The  following  are  fome  of 
the  remarkable  effects  that  take 
place  in  the  purification  of  honey  : 
-r-As  long  as  honey  diluted  with  a 
fufticient  quantity  of  water  is  boiled 
with  charcoal  powder,  a  very  un- 
pleafant  and  peculiar  fmell  is  per¬ 
ceived. 

“  If  the  charcoal  powder  is  not  add¬ 
ed  to  the  honey  and  water  ( hydromel ) 
in  a  quantity  fufficient  for  abforb- 
ing  all  the  mucilaginous  parts,  the  fil¬ 
trated  hydromel  conftantly  appears 
of  a  femitranfparent  blackfill  co¬ 
lour  ;  and-  this  continues  till  the 
neceffary  quantity  of  charcoal  pow¬ 
der  is  added,  and  then  the  liquor 
runs  through  the  filter  as  clear  as 
water. 

“  If  the  refiduum  of  charcoal 
powder  which  ferved  to  deprive  the 
honey  of  its  fmell  and  fiimy  mat¬ 
ter  be  lixiv’fited  with  a  large  quan¬ 
tity  of  water,  the  matter  will  ac¬ 
quire  a  fimilar  femi-peliucid  black 
colour. 

“  If  this  black  water  be  evapo¬ 
rated,  the  black  matter  will  be 'de- 
Ipofited  on  the  fides  of  the  veffel  in 
■the  form  ©f  a  foot,  that  is,  very 


foft  and  uncffuous  to  the  touch. 
That  thefe  effects  are  owing  to  the 
fiimy  parts  of  the  honey,  feems  to 
be  proved  by  the  following  experi¬ 
ments : 

“  3.  To  a  diluted  folution  of  an 
ounce  of  gum-arabic  was  gradu¬ 
ally  added  charcoal  powder  by 
pounds;  the  mixture  was  well 
boiled,  and  a  little  of  it  was  fre¬ 
quently  filtered  for  examination. 
The  liquor,  however,  conftantly 
ran  through  the  bloating-paper  tur¬ 
bid  and  dark-coloured,  till  3oIbs.  of 
charcoal  powder,  with  a  propor¬ 
tionate  quantity  oi  water  for  its  di¬ 
lution,  had  been  mixed  with  it,  and 
then  the  percolated  liquor  was  clear. 
The  whole  of  the  filtrated  liquor 
was  now  evaporated,  but  none  of 
the  gum  was  any  longer  to  be 
found  in  it,  fo  that  it  muft  have 
been  decompofed  or  fimply  abforb- 
ed  by  the  charcoal, 

“  3.  Charcoal  powder  has  the 
fame  effedt  upon  other  fluids  which 
contain  either  vegetable  mucilage  or 
animal  gluten.  They  will  not  run 
clear  through  the  filter  till  they 
have  been  completely  deprived  of 
their  mucilaginous  or  glutinous 
parts,  by  the  addition  of  a  proper 
quantity  of  charcoal  powder. 

“  6.  Beer,  milk,  or  lemon-juice, 

mixed 
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mixed  with  charcoal  powder,  re¬ 
main  of  a  turbid  black  colour,  until 
the  latter  is  added  in  a  quantity  fuf- 
ficient  for  depriving  thofe  fluids  of 
all  their  mucilaginous,  cafeous,  and 
oily  parts,  for  which  effect  thofe 
fluids  mull  be  diluted  with  a  pro¬ 
digious  quantity  of  water. 

u  y.  From  thefe  fads  we  may 
determine  a  pri-ri,  and  without 
having  recourse  to  experiments,  the 
cafes  in  which  this  clarifying  pow¬ 
der  of  charcoal  is  not  at  all  appli¬ 
cable  :  it  is  not  applicable  to  any 
of  thofe  fub fiances  in  whofe  mix¬ 
tures  and  compofition,  oily,  gummy, 
or  gelatinous  matter  conflitutes  an 
eflentialand  neceflary  part  the 
other  hand,  charcoal  pow  r  may 
be  advantageoufly  employed  in  all 
thofe  cafes  in  which  we  wifh  to  fe- 
parate  and  remove  the  above-men¬ 
tioned  principles 

“  8 .  Charcoal  powder,  over  which 
a  very  empyreumatic  difiilled  vi¬ 
negar  fnat  has  been  concentrated 
by  freezing,  had  been  abftrad- 
ejd  till  the  charcoal  was  become 
dry,  difplaved  upon  its  furface  all 
the  colours  of  a  peacock’s  tail. 

9.  All  forts  of  veflels,  and 
other  utenfils,  may  be  purified  from 
long-retained  fmells  of  every  kind, 
in  the  eafiefi  and  mofi  perfed  man¬ 
ner,  by  rinfing  them  out  well  with 
charcoal  powde~,  after  their  grofler 
impurities  have  been  fcoured  off 
with  fand  and  pot-afh. 

44  10.  In  the  common  mode  of 
clarifying  honey  a  great  deal  of 
feum  is  feparated  :  from  this  fcum 
we  may  obtain  honey  perfedly  pure 
and  clear,  by  diluting  it  with  a  pro¬ 
per  quantity  of  water,  and  adding 
to  it,  while  on  the  fire,  as  much 
charcoal  powder  as  is  neceflary  to 
make  it  filter  clear.  The  filtrated 
liquor  is  afterwards  to  be  evapo¬ 
rated  to  a  proper  confiftence. 


44  1 1.  Upon  the  difagreeable  bit¬ 
ter  tafte  of  fait  water,  charcoal  has 
not  the  leaft  effed.  This  feems  to 
me  to  prove,  that  its  naufeous  tafte 
is  not  owing  to  bituminous  matter, 
but  to  the  earthy  neutral  falts ;  for 
the  charcoal  would  certainly  ex- 
trad  orabforb  any  bituminous  mat¬ 
ter  from  the  water,  whereas  upon 
falts  the  charcoal  has  no  effed. 

44  12.  Salt  of  hartfhorn  is  ren¬ 
dered  uncommonly  white  on  being 
well  triturated  with  an  equal  quan¬ 
tity  of  charcoal  powder,  and  put 
into  a  retort  fo  as  to  fill  it  half  way 
up.  The  remaining  fpace  within 
the  retort  is  to  be  filled  up  with 
coarfely-pounded  charcoal,  and  the 
whole  is  then  to  be  fubjeded  to  dif* 
filiation. 

“13.  In  the  purification  of  com¬ 
mon  ardent  fpirits  by  means  of 
charcoal,  without  the  help  of  diftil- 
lation,  if  too  little  charcoal-powder 
be  added,  the  fpirits  will  always  re¬ 
tain  a  blackifh  turbid  appearance. 
But  this  black  matter  may  be  in- 
ftantly  and  entirely  feparated  from 
the  fpirits  by  the  addition  of  fait  of 
tartar,  infuch  quantity  as  is  fufficient 
for  it  to  form  with  the  water  which 
it  attrads  from  the  fpirits  a  diftind 
fluid.  As  foon  as  the  reparation  of 
the  watery  from  the  fpirituous  parts 
takes  place,  the  black  matter  is  feen 
floating  upon  the  undermoft  fluid 
in  the  form  of  an  extremely  fine 
pellicle.  On  the  other  hand,  if  to 
a  pound  of  fuch  turbid  fpirits  only 
a  very  fmall  quantity,  not  exceed¬ 
ing  a  grain,  of  the  alkali  be  added, 
the  reparation  of  the  black  footy 
matter  will  not  take  place  for  feve- 
ral  days. 

“14.  People  whofe  breath  fmells 
ftrong  from  a  fcorbutic  difpofition 
of  the  gums,  may  at  any  time  get 
perfedly  rid  of  this  bad  fmell  by 
rubbing  and  wafhing  out  the  mouth 

and 
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And  teeth  thoroughly  with  fine 
charcoal  powder.  I  was  led  to  this 
difcovery  by  the  effects  of  charcoal 
on  putrid  flefh.  By  means  of  this 
veryfimple  application,  the  teeth  are 
at  the  lame  time  rendered  beauti¬ 
fully  white. 

“  15.  Brown,  putrid,  and  ft  ink 
ing  water  was  not  only  immediately 
deprived  of  its  offend ve  fmell  by 
means  of  charcoal  powder,  but  was 
alfo  rendered  transparent.  Hence 
it  would  probably  be  of  ufe  for 
pre Serving  frefh  water  fvveet  dur¬ 
ing  fea  voyages,  to  add  about  five 
pounds  of  coarfe  charcoal  powder 
to  every  cafk  of  water ;  efpecially 
as  the  charcoal  might  eafily  be  fe- 
parated  by  filtering,  whenever 
wanted,  through  a  linen  bag. 

“  16.  I  let  fixteen  pounds  of 
urine  hand  to  putrifv  during  two 
months,  and  then  mixed  with  it, 
while  it  was  boiling,  two  pounds 
of  charcoal  powder  ;  the  bad  fmell 
immediately  vanifhed,  and  there  re¬ 
mained  only  the  ftrong  fmell  of  vo¬ 
latile  alkali.  In  order  to  feparate 
all  the  mucous  and  extractive  parts, 
I  evaporated  it  with  fome  charcoal 
powder  to  drynefs.  The  dry  refi- 
duum  thus  obtained,  being  lixivi¬ 
ated  with* water,  afforded  a  liquor 
which  was  perfectly  as  clear  as  wa¬ 
ter,  and  which,  after  it  was  eva¬ 
porated  to  the  point  of  cryftalliza- 
tion,  had  only  a  flight  brown  tinge, 
and  remained  fluid  enough  to  allow 
the  falts  which  it  contained  to  fhoot 
eafily  and  regularly  into  beautiful 
white  cryllals  of  cubical  and  other 
forms. 

1 7.  Camphor  and  its  odour  are 
not  in  the  lead:  altered  by  charcoal ; 
when  this  laft,  however,  is  added 
to  a  folution  of  unrefined  camphor 
in  fpirits  of  wine,  it  deprives  the 
fame  of  its  yellow  colour. 

“  18.  If  to  a  faturated  folution 
M  camphor  in  highly  rectified  fpi- 


rit  of  wine,  charcoal  be  added  in  a 
fuflicient  quantity  to  let  it  fettle 
well,  the  camphor  will  cryftallize 
in  the  clear  folution  above  the 
charcoal,  nearly  in  the  fame  manner 
as  fal  ammoniac,  the  in  form  ofplu- 
mofe  cryftals,  which,  according  as 
the  weather  is  warmer  or  colder, 
will  alternately  difappear  and  re¬ 
appear. 

“  19.  Though  honey  boiled  with 
charcoal  is  thereby  deprived  of  its 
peculiar  fmell  and  tafte,  and  alfo  of 
its  colour  and  flimy  parts,  vet 
if  it  is  farther  evaporated,  after  the 
reparation  of  the  charcoal  powder, 
it  again  recovers  its  brown  co¬ 
lour; 

“  20.  By  trituration  with  char¬ 
coal  powder,  bugs  were  entirely  de¬ 
prived  of  their  bad  fmell. 

“  21.  Spirits  diflilled  from  malt 
or  other  grain,  fhew  by  the  fmell 
evidently  that  their  ftrength  is  much 
increafed  by  purification  with  char¬ 
coal,  without  the  help  of  diflilla- 
tion,  infomuch  that  perfons  who 
were  not  informed  of  the  manner  in 
which  the  purification  was  eife&ed, 
have  taken  fuch  fpirits  for  rectified 
fpirit  of  wine. 

“  22.  Relative  to  the  mode  of 
purifying  ardent  fpirits  by  means  of 
charcoal  without  diftillation,  and 
the  time  which  the  charcoal  pow¬ 
der,  added  in  different  proportions, 
requires  before  it  completely  fet¬ 
tles,  I  have  made  the  following  ob« 
fervations  ; 

“I  divided  ten  pounds  of  ardent 
fpirits  into  ten  equal  portions,  and 
added  charcoal  powder  in  the  fol¬ 
lowing  increafed  proportions ; 

“  Haifa  dram  of  charcoal  pow¬ 
der  produced  fcarceiy  any  altera¬ 
tion  in  the  fmell,  and  the  fpirits 
had  not  become  quite  clear  even 
after  fix  months. 

“  One  dram  occafioned  hardly 
any  perceptible  diminution  or  the 

fmelly 
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fmell,  and  the  fpirit  did  not  become 
clear  till  after  the  fpace  of  four 
months. 

44  With  two  drams  the  fpirit  be¬ 
came  clear  in  two  months. 

44  Four  drams  occafioned  a  very 
perceptible  diminution  of  the  fmell, 
and  the  powder  completely  fettled 
in  the  courfe  of  a  month. 

ie  One  ounce  entirely  took  off  the 
bad  fmell,  and  the  fpirit  became 
clear  in  a  fortnight. 

44  With  an  ounce  and  a  half  the 
fpirit  cleared  in  eight  days. 

44  With  two  ounces  in  fix  days. 

44  With  three  ounces  in  five  days. 

J 

44  With  four  ounces  in  twenty- 
four  hours. 

44  And  with  five  ounces  in  two 
hours.  The  proportion  of  char¬ 
coal  powder  could  not  be  far¬ 
ther  increafed,  on  account  of  the 
thicknefs  which  the  mixture  ac¬ 
quired. 

44  It  is  remarkable,  that  ardent 
fpirits  which  have  been  completely 
purified  by  means  of  charcoal, 
give  out  a  fine  odour  exa£tly  re- 
fembling  that  of  peaches. 

44  23.  The  author  found  alfo, 
that  by  means  of  charcoal  powder 
he  could  completely  purify  a  na¬ 
turally  dark  brown  refin.  He  ren¬ 
dered  refin  of  jalap  as  white  as  milk, 
without  its  lofing  any  of  its  pecu¬ 
liar  fmell ;  the  procefs,  however,  is 
fomewhat  tedious. 

44  24.  Empyreumatic  oils,  dif- 
folved  in  a  fufficient  quantity  of 
highly  rediified  fpirit  of  wine,  are 
entirely  deprived  of  their  colour 
and  fmell  by  charcoal. 

44  25.  Diftilled  waters  are  ren¬ 
dered  completely  inodorous  by 
treatment  with  charcoal  powder. 
If  to  any  of  thefe  diftilled  waters 
only  juft  fo  much  charcoal  powder 
be  added  as  will  fuffice  for  deftroy- 
ing  the  fmell,  the  water  will  always 
remain  turbid ;  but  when  a  larger 


quantity  of  charcoal  powder  is  add" 
ed,  the  water  becomes  perfectly 
clear  and  tranfparent.  This  cir- 
cumftance  feems  to  be  owing  to  the 
tenacious  {limy  particles,  by  means 
of  which  the  effential  oils  are  kept 
diffufed  and  fufpended  in  diftilled 
waters ;  hence  the  water  cannot  be¬ 
come  clear  till  the  charcoal  has 
been  added  in  a  quantity  fufficient 
for  the  feparation  of  the  flimy 
matter. 

44  26.  A  watery  infufion  of  afla- 
foetida  prepared  by  digeftion,  and  a 
cold  infulion  of  Virginia '  fnake- 
root  and  valerian,  were  entirely 
deprived  of  the  fmell  peculiar  to 
thefe  fubftances  by  charcoal  pow¬ 
der. 

44  27.  Bv  the  fame  means  both 
white  and  red  wine  are  rendered  as 
colourlefs  as  water. 

44  28.  All  the  calcareous  parti¬ 
cles  are  completely  feparated  from 
lime-water  by  means  of  charcoal 
powder ;  fo  that  it  becomes  quite 
taftelefs,  and  is  not  rendered  in  the 
leaft  degree  turbid  by  the  addition 
of  acid  of  fugar. 

44  29.  Water  faturated  with  fixed 
air  is  very  quickly  and  very  com¬ 
pletely  deprived  of  it  by  charcoal 
powder. 

44  30.  Onions,  after  they  have 
been  well  bruifed  or  mafhed,  are 
quickly  and  completely  deprived 
of  their  ftrong  fmell  by  mixture 
with  charcoal  powder.  The  fame 
thing  happens  with  garlick. 

44  31.  If  a  little  charcoal  powder 
has  been  introduced  into  a  bottle 
that  has  been  filled  with  fmoke, 
and  the  bottle  is  afterwards  fhaken, 
the  fmoke  will  be  entirely  abforb- 
ed,  and  the  charcoal  powder  will 
thereby  lofe  its  dephlogifticating 
power  upon  every  other  fubftance. 
Hence  we  fee  how  neceffary  it  is, 
that  charcoal,  which  is  prepared  be¬ 
fore-hand  for  any  of  thefe  experi¬ 
ments, 
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ments,  be  kept  from  the  accefs  of  all  impurities  and  extraneous  mat- 
fmoke,  and,  what  is  the  conflant  ter ;  and  alfo,  that  it  fhouid  be 
attendant  on  fmoke,  phlogifticated  reduced  to  a  very  line  powder, 
air.”  If  not  ufed  foon  after  it  is  pound- 

It  is  of  great  importance  to  the  ed,  it  fhouid  he  kept  in  clean 
fuccefs  of  the  above-mentioned  ex-  earthen  or  glafs  vefiels,  clofely 
periments,  that  the  coal  fhouid  flopped, 
be  perfe&ly  charred,  and  free  from 
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ACCOUNT  of  the  EXCAVATIONS  of  CANARAH,  m  the  1st  an# 
of  SALSETTE;  with  OBSERVATIONS  on  the  Purpose  for  which 
they  were  originally  intended;  and  the  Proofs  which  they  afford 
of  the  early  Period  at  which  the  INDIANS  applied  themfelves  to 
Astronomical  Pursuits* 


[From  the  Firft  Volume  of  Maurice’s  India**  Antiquities.] 


O  ALSETTE  is  a  large  and  fer- 
tile  ifland,  feparated  from 
Bombay  by  only  a  narrow  channel, 
and  is  feventy  miles  in  circumfe¬ 
rence,  twenty  in  length,  and  fifteen 
in  breadth.  Of  thefe  excavations 
the  moft  recent  and  authentic  ac¬ 
counts  are  to  be  found  in  the  fame 
volume  of  the  Archaeologia  above 
referred  to,  extracted  by  Mr.  Le~ 
thieullierfrom  the  papers  of  Charles 
Boon,  Efq,  governor  Of  Bombay, 
and  in  the  preliminary  dil'courfe  of 
M.  Anquetil  de  Perron  to  his  fa¬ 
mous  Zend-aveffa.  The  relations 
of  thefe  gentlemen  will  be  our 
fafeft  guide  amidft  a  labyrinth  of 
mythology,  where  we  fihall  not 
have  the  advantage  of  M.  Niebuhr’s 
.accurate  and  explanatory  engrav¬ 
ings.  M.  Niebuhr,  when  iu  India, 
was  deterred,  as  he  himfelf  informs 
us,  from  vifiting  Salfette,  which 
was  at  that  period  in  the  hands  of 
the  Marattas,  by  fome  differences 
which  had  recently  arifen  between 
the  Englifh  and  that  nation. 

il  Governor  Boon  laudably  em¬ 
ploying  the  power  which  he  de¬ 
rived  from  his  high  ftation  to  pro¬ 
mote  the  purpofes  of  knowledge, 


Ordered  exa&  drawings  to  be  made* 
upon  the  fpot,  of  the  principal 
pagodas  and  of  the  more  finking 
figures  on  this  ifland.  Thefe  draw¬ 
ings  were  feven  in  number,  but 
were  never  made  public ;  they 
formed  part  of  the  colle&ion  of 
Mr,  Lethieullier,  and  on  that  gen¬ 
tleman’s  deceafe,  were  purchafed 
for  the  additional  enrichment  of 
the  private  library  of  the  king;  a 
library,  which,  for  the  number  of 
fcarce  and  valuable  books  and  ma* 
nufcripts  it  contains,  cannot  be 
rivalled  by  that  of  any  fovereign  in 
Europe,  and  may  be  called  truly 
rovah  I  have  denominated  thefe 
excavations  numerous  and  aflo- 
nifhing;  and  fo  the  reader  will 
undoubtedly  think  them,  when  he 
is  informed,  that,  according  to  the 
reprefentation  of  Gemelli  Careri, 
who  diftindtlv  enumerates  them* 
the  figures  of  idols  alone  amounted 
to  above  fix  hundred  in  number, 
ninety  of  them  in  and  about  the 
great  pagoda,  which  he  tells  us  may 
be  efteemed  the  greateft  wonder  of 
Afia ;  and  adds,  that  the  perfon, 
who  took  the  draught  for  governor 
Boon,  declared  he  was  fo  ftruck 

with 
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with  the  magnitude  of  that  ftupen- 
dous  work,  that,  44  when  he  atten¬ 
tively  confidered  the  whole,  he  did 
not  doubt  but  it  mult  have  coft 
the  labour  of  forty  thoufand  men 
for  forty  years  together.” 

44  Near  the  centre  of  the  ifland, 
and  embofomed  in  extenftve  woods, 
which  are  the  haunt  of  lions,  tigers, 
and  other  wild  and  venemous  ani¬ 
mals,  rife  four  very  lfeep  and  con¬ 
tiguous  hills,  exhibiting  at  a  dif- 
tance  the  afpedf  of  one  entire  rock, 
and  bearing  on  their  furface  flrong 
marks  of  calcination.  It  is  on 
the  fides  of  thefe  hills  that  the  ca¬ 
verns  are  hewn,  and,  from  the  re- 
femblance  of  the  whole  to  a  vaft 
city  of  hone,  as  urell  as  from  the 
village  of  Canarah  adjoining,  the 
excavations  are  denominated,  by 
the* natives,  44  the  citvof  Canarah.” 
With  thisrefemblance,  Linfchotten, 
who  paid  this  ifland  a  vifit  at  fo 
early  a  period  as  the  year  1579,  was 
fo  ft  ruck,  that,  throughout  his  re¬ 
lation,  he  talks  of  it  as  of  a  town, 
and  calls  the  excavated  apartments 
chambers  and  houfes.  He  defcribes 
the  front  as  carved  into  ftories  or 
galleries,  leading  to  fo  many  fepa- 
rate  ranges  of  apartments,  all  cut 
out  of  the  live  rock,  and  riling 
fucceftively  above  each  other,  44  fo 
that,  to  be  briefe,  all  the  chambers 
and  houfes  within  this  compafte,  or 
four  galleries,  are  three  hundred, 
and  entirely  full  of  carved  pagodes, 
of  fo  fearful,  horrible,  and  develilh, 
formes  and  fhapes,  that  it  is  won¬ 
derful,  to  behold.’* .  To  give  any 
very  minute  defcription  of  thefe 
fculptures  is  incompatible  with 
mv  propofed*  plan  ;  it  will,  for  the 
prefent,  be  fufficient  to  remark, 
that  thefe  feparate  apartments  have 
in  general  an  interior  recefs,  or 
fanftuary,  and  a  fmall  tank  or  re¬ 
fer  voir  of  water,  for  the  perform - 

*  us¬ 


ance  of  ablutions.  In  moft  of 
thefe  receftes  is  difplaved  the  de¬ 
grading  reprefentation  of  deity  be¬ 
fore  alluded  to,  44  the  cylindric 
ftone,”  defcribed  by  Mr.  Dairy m- 
ple, 44  the  conic  marble,”  mentioned 
in  the  Afiatic  Refearches,  and 
often  in  union,  that  fhocks  the  eye 
of  modefty,  the  too  eviaent  em¬ 
blems  of  the  male  and  female  or¬ 
gans  of  generation. 

44  It  is  the  weftern  hill,  which,  ac¬ 
cording  to  governor  Boon’s  ac- 
cpunt,  more  particularly  challenges 
attention,  fince  it  contains  the  chief 
pagoda  of  the  ifland  :  in  its  altitude, 
but  not  in  its  extent  and  breadth,  this 
pagoda  far  exceeds  that  of  Ele- 
phanta,  44  being  folly  feet  high 
to  the  crown  of  the  arch,  eighty- 
four  feet  long,  and  forty-fix  broad.” 
The  veftibule,  or  portico,  is  pro- 
portionably  lofty  and  Jpacious,  and 
it  is  adorned  with  two  ftately  co¬ 
lumns,  finilhed  with  capitals  and  a 
bafe.  It  is  in  this  portico  that  the 
two  furprifing  coloftal  ftatues 
above  mentioned,  twenty -feven 
feet  in  height,  and  of  excellent 
proportion,  are  ftationed  one  on 
each  fide,  immediately  before  the 
entrance  into  the  grand  temple;  they 
are  adorned  with  mitre  caps  and 
earrings,  after  the  Indian  fafhion  ; 
and,  to  Mr.  Boon’s  artift,  they 
feemed  to  have  been  anciently 
painted,* by  the  tints  of  blue  and 
vermillion  which  yet  remained  upon 
them.  The  portico  itfelf  has  alfo 
one  very  magnificent  gate  and  two 
others  of  inferior  magnitude.  The 
fuperior  grandeur  of  this  pagoda 
feems  to  arife  not  only  from  the 
height  of  the  roof,  but  from  the 
circumftance  of  its  being  in  the 
form  of  an  arch,  whereas  that  of 
Elephanta  offends  the  eye,  both  by 
its  lownefs  and  its  fiatnefs.  This 
arched  roof  is  fupported  by  thirty - 
K  five 
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five  mafly  pillars,  extremely  beau¬ 
tiful,  confidering  their  antiquity, 
of  an  octagonal  form,  and  about 
five  feet  in  diameter;  the  capitals 
and  bales  of  each  being  ornamented 
with  figures  of  elephants,  hones, 
tigers,  &c.  executed  with  great 
fkill  and  exaCt  nefs.  Two  rows  of 
cavities,  regularly  placed,  arevilibie 
round  the  walls  of  the  temple,  for 
the  infertion  ofthofe  lamps,  which,, 
probably  were  kept  for  ever  burn¬ 
ing  in  this  gloomy  and  facred  re¬ 
treat:  but  what  in  a  more  particular 
fnanner,  at  the  very  entrance  of 
the  temple,  irrefiifibly  impreffes  the 
mind  of  the  beholder  with  the  moft 
awful  conception  of  its  former 
magnificent  worfhip,  is  the  ftupen- 
dous  altar  at.  the  further  end  of  the 
temple,  of  a  convex  form,  twenty- 
feven  feet  in  height,  and  twenty  in 
diameter!  Round  this  high  offertory, 
at  certain  diflances,  are  recedes  for 
lamps  and,  directly  over  it,  expands 
a  vaft  concave  dome*  -From  thefe 
numerous  and  confpicuotis  recedes 
for  lamps,  from  the  general  pod- 
tion  of  thefe  altars  towards  the  eaf- 
tern  quarter  of  the  pagoda,  from 
the  evidence  already  brought  of 
the  general  prevalence  among  the 
Hindoos  in  ancient  seras  of  the 
Worfhip  of  the  fun  and  of  fire*  it 
can  hardly  be  dolibted  blit  that  this 
fpecies  of  devotion,  deriving  per¬ 
haps  additional  ffrength  from  the 
v  Bible  emblem  of  the  deity,  whofe 
throne  was  fup'pofed  to  be  fixed  in 
the  fun,  blazed  forth  in  this  temple 
in  the  fullnefs  of  its  meridian  fplen- 
dour.  Shall  I  be  thought  to  have 
violated  all  the  bounds  of  proba¬ 
bility,  if  I  advance  one  flep  farther 
in  conjecture,  and  offer  to  the  pub¬ 
lic  the  novel,  yet  furely,  not  incre¬ 
dible,  fiippodtton,  that  the  pagodas, 
both  of  Elephanta  and  Salfette, 
were  of  that  kind  of  fubterraheous 
retreats,  hewn  out.  of  the  folid 


lV  ATIONS  of  Can  Aft  AH.  (, 

rock,  which  were  fo  common  in 
Perfia,  devoted  to  the  fplendid  rites 
of  Mithra,  and  from  that  deity 
denominated  Mithratic  Caves  ?  In 
thole  caves  they  kept  a  portion  of 
the  facred  fire  conftantly  and  fer- 
vently  glowing.  The  radiant  and 
fpotlefs  image  of  celeftial  brightnefs 
and  purity  was  never  fullered  to  be 
extinguiflied,  nor  even  to  emit  a 
languid  ray,  but  continually  af- 
cended  in  a  pure  bright  pyramid  of 
flame,  fed  with  the  richeft  gums, 
with  the  moff  fragrant  oils,  and 
with  the  moft  coftly  perfumes  of 
the  Eaft. 

u  Porphyry,  in  his  admirable  trea- 
tife  De  Antro  Nympharum ,  treats  at 
large  of  thefe  mithratic  caves,  of 
the  doCtrines  taught  and  the  wor¬ 
fhip  celebrated  in  them ;  he  ex- 
prefsly  fays,  “  that  the  moft  an¬ 
cient  of  the  human  race,  before 
they  were  fufticiently  (killed  in  ar¬ 
chitecture  to  ereCt  temples,  con- 
fecrated  cells  and  caverns  to 
the  deity;”  and  what  is  more  I 
particularly  to  our  purpofe,  he  1 
adds,  'rrxvrxyy  $ b  07 r&  rou  MI0PAN 
eyvucrxv,  mx  crirryxiB  r ov  6eoy 

that  is,  wherefoever  men  acknow-  | 
ledged  Mithra  as  the  fuprerne  divi¬ 
nity,  they  performed  the  facred 
rites  in  caverns.  This  account  in¬ 
deed  appears  inconfiftent  with 
what  we  read  of  the  Pyraeia,  or 
fire-temples,  which  were  generally 
ereCted  on  the  fummits  of  moun¬ 
tains;  but  thefe  are  of  far  later 
date  than  the  perieds  to  which 
Porphyry  alludes,  and  owed  their  | 
origin,  according  to  the  magi,  to 
the  zeal  of  Zoroafter,  to  preferve 
the  facred  flame,  which  defeended  ■ 
from  heaven,  from  extinction  by 
the  tempeftucus  violence  of  ftorms 
and  rain.  But  thefe  caverns  were  i 
not  only  the  temples  of  the  moft 
fplendid  religion,  they'  were  the 
early  foiemn  fchools  of  the  fub- 
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Iimeft  fciences  inculcated  in  thofe 
early  ages  of  the  world-.  What  was 
the  fcicnce  principally  inculcated 
in  them,  befides  theology,  we  may 
learn  from  the  fame  Porphyry  in 
his  description  of  the  cave  of  Zo- 
roafter:  that  it  was  confecrated  to 
the  honour  of  Mithra,  the  parent 
of  the  univerfe ;  that  the  cave  re- 
prefented  the  world  created  by 
Mithra ;  and  that  the  elements  of 
nature,  and  the  various  quarters  of 
that  world,  were  represented  by 
different  fymbols  properly  difpofed 
around  it.  The  fun  was  probably 
reprefented  by  a  fphere  of  gold,  or 
fome  refplendent  gem  of  immenfe 
Value  fufpended  aloft,  and  the  roof 
glittering  with  gold  and  azure,  and 
with  well- imitated  reprefentations 
of  the  celeflial  bodies,  infpired  the 
enthuiiaftic  foul  of  the  Brahmin  as 
well  with  the  moft  elevated  con¬ 
ceptions  of  his  own  religion  as  of 
the  high  dignity  of  his  diftinguifhed 
order.  If  the  fcenesof  the  Sacon- 
tala  be  pidhirefque  of  the  man¬ 
ners  of  the  times  in  which  that 
drama  was  written,  there  cannot 
be  entertained  a  doubt,  but  that, 
upon  certain  occafions,  alfo  in 
thofe  caverns  were  praftifed  the 
molt  myfterious  rites  of  magic, 
and  that  they  fometimes  echoed 
.with  the  molt  tremendous  incanta¬ 
tions. 

44  The  aftertion  of  Porphyry,  rela¬ 
tive  to  the.  original  purpofe  to 
which  the  Mithratic  Caves  were 
applied,  is  ftrongly  corroborated 
by  a  paflage  in  Celfus,  quoted 
by  Orig'enf  where  that  learned 
writer  informs  us,  that,  in  the 
.rights  of  Mithra,  the'  Per  Bans  re¬ 
prefented  by  fymbols  the  two-fold 
motion  of  the  ftars,  the  fixed  and 
the  planetary,  and  the  pa  Sage  of  the 
’foul  through  them.  By  way  of  il- 
luftratihg  this  doftrine  of  the  fyde- 
real  me  nan  pfyc  hobs,  44  they  erect¬ 


ed  in  their  caves  an  high  ladder,  on 
the  afcent  of  which  were  feven 
different  gates,  according  with  the. 
number  of  the  planets;  the  fir  ft 
gate  was  of  lead,  which  was  in¬ 
tended  to  mark  the  flow  motion  of 
the  planet  Saturn ;  the  fecond  gate 
was  compofed  of  tin,  by  which 
they  fliadowed  out  the  brilliancy 
and  foftnefs  of  Venus;  the  third 
gate  was  of  brafs,  which  they  ima¬ 
gined  a  juft  emblem  of  the  folidity 
and  durability  of  Jupiter ;  the  fourth 
gate  was  of  iron,  by  which  Mer¬ 
cury  was  typified,  becaufe  he  is 
fuited,  like  iron,  to  all  forts  of  la¬ 
bours,  whence  profit  may  be  de¬ 
rived;  the  fifth  gate  confifted  of  a 
mixed  mafs,  of  which  the  hetero¬ 
geneous  competition,  variablCnefs, 
and  irregularity,  rendered  it  the  fit 
emblem,  of  Mars ;  the  ftxth  gate 
was  of  Giver,  exhibiting  an  apt 
fimilitude  of  the  mild  radiance  of 
the  filver  emprefs  of  the  night ; 
and  the  feventh  was  of  gold,  a  pro¬ 
per  emblem,  of  the  Sun,  the  one 
being  the  king  of  metals,  and  the 
other  being  the  fovereign  of  the 
Iky.”  I  niuft  again  repeat,  that 
this  notion,  of  the  orbs  of  heaven 
being  animated  intelligences,  was 
intimately  blended  with  the  molt 
ancient  fuperftition  of  the  earth ; 
we  find  it  particularly  predominant 
in  the  Phoenician  Coftnogony  of 
Taut,  which  afterted  their  zofefa- 
min,  or  the  overfeers  of  heaven  to 
be  thus  animated,  and  the  reader 
will  remember  a  remark  quoted 
before  from  the  Ayeen  Akbery, 
that  many  of  the  ancient  Hindoo, 
philofophers  believed,  44  that  the 
ftars  were  the  fouls  of  men  depart¬ 
ed  this  life,  and  raifed  to  that 
high  dignity  in  re  Ward  for  their 
virtues  and  auGendes.” 

44  It  was  then  in  periods  when 
the  Polar  worftup,  iu  this  part  of 
Afta,  ftcurifhed  in  the  zeakh  pf 

JC »  it? 


[148]  Account  of  the  Excavations  of  C  attar  Air 


its  glory,  that  the fe  caverns  were 
fccoped  out  of  the  native  rock, 
with  that  indefatigable  labour,,  anrl 
with  that  perfevering  patience, 
which  devotion  could  alone  have 
Infpired,  and  which  the  hopes  of 
eternal  reward  could  alone  have 
fnpported.  It  was  in  thefe  folernn 
retreats  of  religion  and  philofophy, 
that  the  contemplative  and  abforbed 
foul  approached  nearcfl  to  the  per¬ 
fection  of  the  divine  nature.  It 
was  here  that  the  bright  emblem 
of  the  divinity  beamed  forth  a  luf- 
tre  iuhipportabiy  refplendent  and 
powerful,  but  particularly  at  that 
awful  feafon,  when  the  world  was 
deprived  of  the  blefling  of  the  liv¬ 
ing  folar  orb,  and  when  nature  lay 
buried  in  a  profound  filence  and  in 
midnight  darknefs.  If,  as  Hamil¬ 
ton  informs  us,  from  ocular  fur- 
vey,  no  lefs  than  an  hundred  lamps 
were  preferved  inceffantly  burning 
before  the  idol  Jaggernaut,  how 
.many  thoufand  mu  If  have  been 
lighted  up  in  the  extenfive  caverns 
of  Salfette  and  Elephanta?  It  is 
probable,  that  in  the  day-time  the 
Brahmins  mounted  the  eminences 
of  their  rocks,  and  paid  their  de¬ 
votions-  on  the  fummits  of  the  lof- 
tieft  mountains.  .They  afcended 
the  heights  of  Salfette,  as  the  Egyp¬ 
tian  priefts  of  old  afcended  the 
apex  of  the  pyramids,  to  adore  the 
fun,  and  to  make  aflronomical  oh- 
fervations.  Accordiimiv,  we  are 
informed,  by  feme  accurate  ob- 
lervers,  that,  from  the  eminence 
of  the  rocky  fteep  of  Canarah,  to 
which  there  is  a  regular  afeent  of 
Heps  cut  out  of  the  rock,  a  prof- 
peCt  opens  itfelf,  beyond  deferip- 
tion  beautiful  and  extenfive,  and 
that  it  is  an  eminence  not  to  be 
looked  dowm  from  without  terror. 
M.  Anquetil  exprefsly  fays,  that, 
to  him,  one  of  the  mountains  of 
Canarah  leaned  to  be  hewn  to 


a  point  by  human  art,  undoubt¬ 
edly  from  the  fame  religious  irn- 
pulfe  that  dictated  the.  form  of  the 
pyramids  of  Egypt,  which  the 
learned  Greaves  infills  were  not 
fepulchres,  as  has  .been  generally 
fuppofed,  but  flupendous  temples, 
ereCted  to  Ofiris,  the  Egyptian  ap¬ 
pellation  of  the  Sun,  the  Egytians 
imitating  in  their  fabrication  of 
them  the  model  of  the  folar  ray, 
and  the  ufual  form  under  which 
the  deity  was  in  the  moft  ancient 
times  worfhipped.  They  were 
indeed  denominated  pyramids  utm 
re  7rv£o?,  from  the  figure  of  a  flame 
of  fire  ;  and  a  fuperftition,  con¬ 
genial  with  their  name,  was  once 
undoubtedly  prafticed  in  their 
gloomy  retreats.  When  the  im¬ 
mediate  objeCt  of  their  veneration 
was  loft  to  their  view,  the  Brah¬ 
min  devotees  defeended  with  the 
fhades  of  evening  into  their  Bony 
recedes,  and  there  renewed  (before 
objeCts  emblematical  of  his  appa¬ 
rent  figure,  power,  and  properties) 
their  fervent  adoration.  The  orb 
of  radiated  gold,  the  bright  fpiral 
flame,  afceiiding  from  the  ever- 
glowing  altar,  im prefled  their  in- 
moft  fouls  with  an  awful  fenfe  of 
the  pvefent  deity.  The  planetary 
train  was  reprefented  by  images 
equally  emblematical  of  their  fup¬ 
pofed  form  and  influence,  and  the 
flgns  of  the  zodiac  blazed  in  imi¬ 
tative  gold  round  the  embofled  and 
vaulted  roof.  Imagination  cannot 
avoid  kindling  at  the  feene,  and 
'  it  is  difficult  to  refrain  from  ruffling 
into  the  enthufiafm  of  poetry, 
while  we  take  a  review  of  the  pro¬ 
bable  fplendour  and  magnificence 
of  this  ancient  fpecies  of  devotion. 
Ail  the  caverns  might  truly  be 
called  pyrada,  or  fanCtuaries  that 
cheriflied  the  eternal  flame.  The 
whole  circumference  of  the  rock 
was  illumined,  and-  the  'mountain 
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burned  with  fire !  Throughout 
all  the  deep  redefies  of  its  ca¬ 
verns,  for  ever  reverberated  the 
echoes  of  the  hollowed  coiique  of 
facrifice.  Around  all  the  fiiores  of 
the  ifland,  the  facred  bell  of  reli¬ 
gion  incefiantly  rang.  The  fecret 
gloom  of  thofe  majefiic  forefts, 
that  furrounded  the  rock,  perpe¬ 
tually  refounded  with  the  mvfiic 
fong  of  prayer  and  thankfgiving. 
One  order  of  priefis,  arrayed  in 
veftments  of  woven  bark,  and 
having  on  their  heads  thofe  pyra¬ 
midal  caps,  which  equally  difiin- 
guilhed  the  Indian  and  the  Egyptian 
priefis,  and  which  M.  Savary  in¬ 
forms  us,  are  at  this  day  worn  by 
the  latter,  attended  to  watch  the 
never-dying  flame,  and  invigorated 
it  by  the  frequent  injection  of  pre¬ 
cious  gums  and  aromatic  woods. 
Another  order  of  priefis  was  em¬ 
ployed  in  preparing  the  various 
facrifices.  Some  were  occupied 
in  inftrufting  the  younger  Brah¬ 
mins  in  the  profound  arcana  of 
thofe  more  abftrufe  fciences,  of 
which  the  numerous  emblems  on 
every  fide  fo  confpicuoufiy  attract¬ 
ed  the  attention ;  while  others 
again  were  initiating  them  into  the 
myfterious  rites  of  that  religion, 
of  which  the  principal  deities  were 
fculptured  on  the  walls  of  their 
caverns.  No  doubt  many  of  thofe 
fculptures,  which  cannot  now  be 
explained,  fhaclow  out  the  facred 
hifiory  of  the  Indian  religion  as 
well  as  the  heroic  ieats  of  the  an¬ 
cient  rajahs.  ,  They  may  exhibit 
the  contentions  of  the  benevolent 
■  and  malignant  Dewtah.  They  may 
difplay  the  triumphs  of  perfevei  ing 
piety  over  vice  armed  with  giant 
terrors,  and  of  jufiice,  over  opprei- 
fioh,  though  throned  in  the  pleni¬ 
tude  of  its  power,  and  arrayed  in 
all  the  gorgeous  eniigns  of  ufurp- 
td  fovereignty.  This  appears  to 


me  the  mofi  certain  clue  to  the  ex¬ 
planation  of  the  greateft  part  of 
the  carved  imagery ;  and  exadtlv  in 
this  manner  were  the  innumerable 
mythologic  figures  that  crowd  the 
walls  of  Elora,  near  Dowietabad, 
explained  to  M.  Anquetil  by  the 
two  Brahmins  who  attended  him 
thither  for  the  purpofe  of  throwing 
light  upon  this  obfeure  fubjeft. 
Mr.  Dalrymple’s  account,  in  the 
Archmologia,  greatly  ftrengthens 
this  conjecture;  for,  the  writer 
clearly  difeovered  “  the  effigies  of 
great  perfons  compelling  their  fub- 
jedts  to  obedience;  others  execut¬ 
ing  jufiice;  others,  as  he  conceived 
by  the  mildnefs  of  their  afpect, 
fhewing  tendernefs  in  their  admo- 
nitions  ;  and  others  again  exhibit¬ 
ing  inftances  of  their  proud  prow- 
efs  in  arms.”  While  virtue  and 
fcience  kindled  at  thefe  examples 
ever  prefent.  to  their  view,  while 
devotion  was  animated  by  the  aw¬ 
ful  prefence  of  the  deities  addrefled, 
how  ardent  muft  ''have  been  the 
throb  for  difiindfion,  which  the 
former  felt,  how  energic  the  ejacu¬ 
lations  of  the  latter  !  Every  tongue 
uttered  the  dictates  of  wifdom,  and 
every  heart  bounded  with  the  tranf- 
ports  of  religion.” 

“  That  many  of  the  hieroglyphic 
fculptures  in  the  caverns  of  Sal- 
fette  and  Elephanta  bear  a  refer¬ 
ence  to  the  afironomical,  as  well 
as  to  the  mythological,  notions  pre¬ 
vailing  in  India,  cannot  bt  doubted 
by  any  body  who  confiders,  how 
intimately,  in  the  ancient  world, 

’  thefe  fciences  were  connected,  or 
rather  that  their  mythology,  in  a 
great  degree,  refied  upon  the  bafis 
of  their  wild  afironomical  fpecu- 
lations.  It 4  has  been  afierted  by 
the  ancients,  and  the  afiertion  has 
been  received  with  implicit  confi¬ 
dence  by  the  moderns,  that  hiero¬ 
glyphics  were  invented  by  priefis 
A  3  t  *  .  of 
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of  Egypt,  to  fhade  under  a  veil  of 
impenetrable  my  fiery,  the  fublime 
arcana  of  their  theology  and  philo- 
fbphy ;  that  thefe  hieroglyphic,  or 
allegorical,  characters  were  thefirft 
written  language  of  mankind,  and 
were  the  undoubted  origin  of  al¬ 
phabetical  letters.  Hence  Kircher 
on  this  fubjedt declares, Deprimas vis 
Egvptiorum  litteris  varise  diverfo- 
rnm  funt  opiniones.  Omnestamen 
in  hoc  confentiunt,  plerafque  ex 
facrorum  animalium  forma,  inceflu 
aliarumque  corporis  partium  fitibus 
et  fvmmetria  defumptas.  A  writ¬ 
er  of  the  prefent  century,  how¬ 
ever,  not  inferior  in  genius  to  the 
moll  learned  of  the  ancients,  who 
has  devoted  the  greater  part  of  his 
fecond  volume  of  the  Divine  Le¬ 
gation  of  Mofea,  to  the  elucidation 
of  the  obfcure  hiflory  of  hierogly¬ 
phics,  and,  in  particular,  of  thofe 
of  Egypt,  to  which  country  our 
■fuhjefl  at  prefent  naturally  diredls 
our  attention,  ftrenuoufly  contends, 
that  emblematic  painting  was  the 
frrfi  as  well  as  the  readied  method 
which  mankind  adopted  to  com¬ 
municate  their  conceptions  to  each 
other.  He  exemplifies  his  new 
'theory  by.  exhibiting  an  engraving 
of  a  Mexican  picture,  copied  from 
Pufchafe,  which  contains  the  hif- 
tory  of  an  ancient  king  of  Mexico, 
during  a  period  of  fifty-one  years, 
highly  curious,  and  full  of  emble¬ 
matic  figure's.  lie  corroborates 
that  theory,-  by  affirming,  from  a 
Spanifh  writer,., that,  when  the  in¬ 
habitants  of  the  coafr  of  South 
America  fent  expreffes  to  Monte¬ 
zuma  concerning  the  firfi;  invafion 
.of  the  Spaniards,  their  advices 
were  delineated  in  large  paintings 
upon  cloth.  Hieroglyphic  figures 
of  animals  and  other  objects  in  imi¬ 
tation  of  thofe  paintings,  he  .repre¬ 
sents  as  the  next  gradation,  in  the 


mode  of  communicating  informa¬ 
tion  ;  and,  when  thefe  were  efl^- 
blifhed,;  though  he  will  not  allow 
them  to  have  been  invented,  he 
admits  them  to  have  been  em¬ 
ployed,  by  the  artful  policy  of  the 
Egyptian  priefls,  for  the  purpofe 
or  concealing  the  more  facrecf 
myflerics  of  their  fuperflition,  as 
well  from  the  eyes  of  the  vulgar 
among  their  own  countrymen,  as, 
from  the  fcrutinifing  curiofity  of 
learned  foreigners.  Whatever 
might  have  been  the  real  origin  of 
hieroglyphics,  and  this  feems  to, 
be  the  moil  rational  account  of  it, 
the  fame  policy,  in  order  to  render 
them  more  augufl  and  venerable, 
led  thofe  priefls  to  reprefent  them 
as  fabricated  by  the  immediate  in-, 
fpiration  of  the  gods,  v/hofe  rites 
and  mylleries  they  typified.  The 
flupendous  fyflem  of  the  Egyptian 
religion  and  fciences  foon  became 
involved  in  the  holy  gloom  of1 
hieroglyphics.  The  veflibules,  the 
walls,  the  roofs  of  their  temples, 
were  covered  with  thefe  mvflic 
fymbols,  fhadowing  out,  under  the 
figures  of  animals  and  other  ex- 
preifive  emblems,  the  hiflory  of 
their  greater  and  tutelary  deities, 
as  well  as  that  of  their  kings  and 
legifiators,  and  indicative  of  the 
revolutions  and  influences  of  the 
hofl  of  heaw  n.  As  in  the  Egyp¬ 
tian  fo  in  the  Hindoo  temples, 
near  to  the  deity  were  generally 
placed  the  animals  facred  to  that 
deity,  which  gradually  becoming 
his  reprefentative  fymboj  upon 
earth,  in  time  fucceeded1  throughout 
Egypt- to  the  honours  the  deity  en¬ 
joyed  ;  and,  even  in  India,  were 
honoured  with  refpedl  bordering 
upon  veneration.  On  this  point.  I 
cannot  help  agreeing  with  Shuck- 
ford,  in  opposition  to  Wafburton, 
that  here  we  may  plainly  difeover 
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the  origin  of  that  worlhip,  fo  de¬ 
grading’  to  human  nature,  which 
was  paid  in  ancient  Pagan  times, 
to  the  brute  creation ;  but,  as 
that  kind  of  worfhip  was  never 
very  predominant  in  Hindoftan,  I 
fhall  not  particularly  enlarge  "upon 
the  fubjefl,  though  feme  of  its 
linking  features  will  naturally  meet 
our  views  in  the  courle  of  this  in- 
veftigation.  Thus,  in  the  former 
country,  the  Apis  was  the  known 
fymbol  of  Ofiris,  and  was  accord¬ 
ingly  worshipped.  The  white  bull, 
according  to  fir  William  Jones,  is 
the  animal  on  which  Seeva  is  re- 
prefented  in  the  Indian  pagodas; 
and  this  may  be  one  caufe  of  the 
general  homage  paid  to  that  animal 
in  Hindoftan,  although,  take  away 
the  allegory,  and  it  will  be  found, 
that  both  are  only  venerated  for 
their  great  ufe  in  agriculture.  A 
cat  was  in  Egypt  confidered  as  a 
fymbol  of  the  moon,  and  Plutarch 
gives  this  curious  philofophicai 
reafon  for  it ;  they  thought  that 
the  contraction  and  the  dilatation 
of  the  eye  of  that  animal  afforded 
a  juft  emblem  of  the  increafe  and 
decreafe  of  the  moon’s  orb.  The 
representative  fymbol  of  the  moon 
in  India,  according  to  the  Heeto- 
pades  and  Mr.  Wilkins,  is  a  rabbit, 
which  animal  conftantly  ornaments 
the  right  hand  of  the  reprefenta- 
tive  images  of  that  deity,  drawn 
or  fculptured  in  the  pagodas.  A 
ferpent  was  adored  in  Egypt  as  the 
emblem  of  the  divine  nature  ;  not 
only,  fays  Warburton,  44  on  ac¬ 
count  of  its  great  vigour  and  fpirit, 
but  of  its  extended  age  and  revi- 
refcence  and  we  have  obferved 
from  the  Ayeen  Akbery,  that  in 
Cafhmere,  there  were  no  iefs  than 
feven  hundred  places,  where  carv¬ 
ed  figures  of  fnWes  were  worfhip- 
fd.  Indeed  almoft  all  the  deities 
in  Salfette  and  Elephanta  either 


grafp  ferpents  in  their  hands  or  are 
environed  with  them,  which  can 
only  be  intended  as  a  mark  of  their 
divinity.  They  are  alfo  fculptured 
on  the  cornices  furrounding  the 
roofs  of  thofe  caverns,  and  the 
mere  modern  pagodas ;  a  circum- 
ftance  which  reminds  me  of  an¬ 
other  ufe  to  which  ferpents  were  ap¬ 
plied  in  the  fymbois  of  Egypt; 
for,  their  wreathed  bodies,  in  its 
hieroglyphic  fculpture,  reprefented 
the  oblique  courfe  of  the  ftars, 
while  the  fame  bodies,  formed  into 
a  circle,  were  an  emblem  of  eter¬ 
nity  ;  and  it  will  be  remembered, 
that  the  ferpent  was  one  of  the 
moft  confpicuous  of  the  forty-eight 
great  coiiftellations,  into  which  the 
ancients  divided  the  vifible  hea¬ 
vens.  On  thofe  cornices  too,  in 
emboffed  wrork,  are  feen  very  con- 
fpicuous  figures  of  horfes,  ele¬ 
phants,  and  lions,  three  of  the 
moft  diftinguifhed  coiiftellations 
of  the  Hindoos;  the  two  former 
of  which  ftand  foremoft  in  order 
among  thofe  enumerated  in  Mr, 
Coftard’s  table  of  the  twenty- 
feven  conftellations,  of  which  the 
zodiac  of  the  Indians  confifts,  call¬ 
ed  Achevini  and  Barani ;  literally, 
the  horfe  and  the.  elephant :  while 
the  third  or  Sing,  is  that  favourite 
fign  of  the  fame  zodiac,  which 
gives  the  additional  honour  of  its 
name  to  that  of  every  brave  rajah, 
who  choofes  to  be  diitinguifiied  on 
the  roil  of  fame  for  poiTefling  the 
fortitude  of  a  lion,  Thefe  fym-. 
bolic  animals  probably,  in  the  an¬ 
cient  mythological  fyftem,  repre¬ 
fented  the  renowned  hero-deities 
of  India  in  the  fame  manner  as  in 
Egypt  the  god  Orus  was  recognized 
in  Orion,  Anubis  in  Sirius,  or  the 
Dog-ftar,  Typho  in  Urfa  Major, 
or  the  Bear,  and  Nephthe  in  Draco, 
or  the  Dragon.  It  was  this  clofe 
union  of  the  Hindoo  theoiogy  and 
K  4  “  aftrononif 


Account  of  the  Excavations  of  Coarah. 


[IS2] 


artronomy  which  deceived  that  ele¬ 
gant  and*  judicious  billot  ian,  Mr. 
Orme,  when  he  declared,  that  the 
hiftqry  of  their  gods  was  a  heap 
of  the  greateft  absurdities.  “  It 
5s,  fays  he,  Efwara,  twilling  off 
the  neck  of  Brahma ;  it  is  the  Sun 
who  gets  his  teeth  knocked  out, 
and  the  Moon,  who  has  her  face 
beat  black  and  blue  at  a  feaft,  at 
which  the  gods  quarrel,  and  fight 
with  the  fpirit  of  a  mob.”  Thefe 
celefh’al  combats  reprefented  at 
various  feftivals  in  India,  doubtlefs 
allude  to  the  conjundtion  or  oppo- 
lition  of  the  conftellations ;  and  the 
affertion  of  Mr.  Wilkins,  that  on 
every  eclipfe,  the  Hindoos  believe 
thofe  planets  to  be  feized  upon  by 
a,  large  ferpent  or  dragon,  which 
affertion  is  fupported  by  two  paf- 
fa-ges  of  the  Geeta  and  Heetopades, 
in  the  ftrongeft  manner  corrobo¬ 
rates  the  fuppofition.  I  capnot 
pafs  by  this  inviting  opportunity  of 
demohhrating  the  very  flriking  R- 
milarity  in  fentiment,  fubfifting 
upon  this,  as  well  as  upon  many 
other  occafions,  between  the  Hin¬ 
doos  and  the  Chinefe,  proving 
either  an  original  defcent  from  the 
fame  common  anceftor,  or  a  molt 
iiiti mate  ■’con n  e  dl  i  o  n  between  thofe 
nations  at  feme  remote  sera.  The 
Jefitit  Le  Compte,  giving  a  de- 
feription  of  a  partial  eclipfe  of  the 
fun,  which  he  obferved  in  China 
about  the  end  of  April,  1688,  in¬ 
forms  us  that,  during  the  whole 
of  the  eclipfe,  the  Cniriefe  were 
under  the  greateft  alarms,  imapdn- 
mg  they  were  going  to  be  fuddenly 
enveloped  in  thick  darknefs,  and 
made  every  where  the  moft  hideous 
yelling  andhorid  noifes  to  oblige  the 
d;agon  to  depart.  “  For,  to  this 
ariimaiy”  he  adds,  “  thev  attribute 
all  the  difippearanc.es  of  the  liars 
which  take  place,  becaufe  the  ce- 
lefiiai  dragon,  being  hunger-bitten 


at  that  time,  holds  the  fun  or  moon 
fall  between  his  teeth,  with  intent 
to  devour  them.” 

“  The  whole  of  thi3  curious  re¬ 
lation  exhibits  to  us,  not  only  de- 
cilive  evidence  of  the  early  profi¬ 
ciency  of  the  Hindoos  and  Chinefe 
in  the  fcience  of  artronomy,  but  a 
glaring  proof  how  deeply,  and  at 
what  remote  periods,  their  aftono- 
nomical  and  theological  fpecula- 
tions  were  blended  together,  and, 
as  it  were,  interwoven.” 

‘‘  The  Brahmins  of  India  and  the 
Bonzes  of  China,  to  imprefs  with 
awe  and  veneration  the  inferior 
clades  of  mankind,  purpofely  veil¬ 
ed  under  obfeure  aenigmas  their 
deep  aftronomical  difeoveries,  and 
inverted  fcience  with  the  mantle  of 
hieroglyphics.  With  what  un¬ 
wearied  affiduity  artronomy  itfelf 
was  anciently  purfued  in  both 
countries,  thofe  mafly  marble  in- 
rtruments,  eredfed  in  the  obferva- 
tories  of  Pekin  and  Benares,  to  be  ! 
feen,  the  former  in  Du  Halde,  the 
latter  in  the  Philofophical  Tranf- 
adlions,  and  with  corredf  engrav-. 
ings  of  which  that  portion  of  this 
work,  which  treats  of  their  litera¬ 
ture,  will  be  decorated,  remain 
perpetual  and  irrefragable  teftimo- 
niesd  I  fliall,  hereafter,  in  my  re¬ 
view  of  oriental  artronomy,  have 
occafion  to  remark  how  deeply 
thefe  aftronomical  purfuits  influ¬ 
enced  all  the  national  habits  and 
opinions  of  Eaftern  people;  how 
intimately  they  were  blended  with 
all  their  fyftems  of  theology,  and 
even  infedted  their  folemil  codes 
of  legiflation,  in  which  we  fhould 
leart  of  all.  expert  to  find  the  ope¬ 
rations  of  fancy  to  predominate. 
Of  all  the  phenomena  of  aftrono- 
my,  none,  however,  excited ’more 
general  difmay  and  aftonifhment, 
throughout  all  the  nations  of  the 
Pagan  world,  than  eclipfes.  lhe 
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moon'  was  thought,  during  thofe 
folemn  peri  d«s  of  public  alarm,  to 
be  ftruggling  in  laborious  toils, 
and  to  add age  her  pangs,  in  that 
moment  of  imagined  diftrefs,  while 
the  Chinefe  rent  the  air  with  the 
found  of  cymbals,  trumpets,  and 
the  clanging  of  lefs  melodious  in- 
druments,  the  whole  affrighted 
nation  of  the  Hindoos  crowded  to 
the  banks  of  the  Ganges,  and 
other  facred  rivers,  and  anxioufly 
endeavoured,  by  univerfal  ablution 
in  their  dreams,  to  prepare  them- 
felves  for  the  deftiny  which  they 
thought  rapidly  approaching. 

“  As  another  evident  proof  how 
early  and  how  deeply' the  ancients 
were  engaged  in  agronomical  pur- 
fuits,  the  reader  will  permit  me 
to  remind  him  of  what  has  already 
been  remarked  from  Mr.  Halhead 
that  the  days  of  the  week  are 
named  in  the  mod;  ancient  and  ve- 
nerable  Sanfcreet  books,  from  the 
very  fame  planets  to  which  they 
were  alligned  by  the  Greeks  and 
Romans.  Their  name,  as  they 
hand  in  that  gentleman’s  publica¬ 
tion,  are  Audeetye  war,  or  Solis 
dies ;  Some  war,  or  Lunae  dies ; 
Mungel  war,  or  Martis  dies ; 
Boodhe  war,  or  Mercurii  dies ; 
Breehefpet  war,  or  Jo  vis-  dies  ; 
Shookre  war,  or  Veneris  dies;  and 
Sbenifher  war,  or  Saturn i  dies.  I 
mult  here  ohferve  that  thefe  names 
of  the  feven  planets,  over  each  of 
which  a  god  prdides,  are  very  dif¬ 
ferently  written  by  M.  Sonnerat, 
as  the  reader  may  fee  in  page  i  70 
of  the  firfl  of  his  inftru&ive  but 
coftly  volumes,  as  indeed  are  al- 
moft  all  the  names  of  the  Indian 
divinities,  from  the  mode  of  writ¬ 
ing  them  in  the  Afiatic  Refearches, 
and  by  Mr.  Wilkins,  a  circum- 
flance  which  has  often  been  to  me 
the  occafion  of  forne  perplexity, 
dnee  I  could  only  difeover  them 


by  their  fun&ions  to  be  the  fame 
deities.  M.  Sonnerat  has  in  the. 
fame  page  fupplied  me  with  a  ro- 
markable  proof  of  my  recent  af- 
fertion,  that  the  various  conjunc¬ 
tions  and  oppofitions  of  the  planets, 
their  approaches  towards,  the  earth, 
and  their  retrogradations,  are, 
among  the  Hindoos,  the  perpetual 
fource  of  rejoicing  or  alarm, 
“  Sani,  or  Saturn,’'  fays  this  au¬ 
thor,  is  “  the  god  wrho  inflicts  pu- 
nifhment  on  men  during  this  life  ; 
he  approaches  only  to  annoy  them: 
Saturday  is  the  day  of  the  week; 
facred  to  him.  The  Indians  en¬ 
tertain  dreadful  apprehenfions  con¬ 
cerning  him,  and  olfer  to  him  con¬ 
ciliatory  prayers.  He  is  reprefent- 
ed  as  of  a  blue  colour ;  he  has 
four  arms ;  he  is  mounted  upon  a 
raven;  and  is  furrounded  by  two 
ferpenta,  whofe  intertwining  bodies 
form  a  circle  round  him.”  The 
raven,  t  muff  remark,  is  a  bird  of 
ill  prefage,  and  how  it  came  ori¬ 
ginally  to  be  fo  efleemed  all  over 
the  oriental  world  will  be  clearly 
manifested  when  we  fliall  arrive  at 
the  hidory  of  the  true  Saturnian 
patriarch.  The  ferpents,  forming 
a  circle  round  the  orb  of  Saturn, 
doubtiefs  indicate  the  vaft  ring 
which  fnrrounds  that  planet;  and, 
if  this  mythological  delineation  of 
Saturn  be  of  any  remote  date,  it 
is  a  dill  farther  proof  of  their  early 
difeoveries  in  aftronomy,  dnee  the 
phaenomenon  of  Saturn’s  ring  was, 
according  to  Dr.  Long,  never  pro¬ 
mulgated  to  European  alhonorners 
before  the  time  of  the  great  Huy¬ 
gens,  who  firft  publifhed  his  Sylfe- 
rna  Saturnium,  in  1659.” 

“  Caves  and  other  fimilar  fub- 
terranean  recedes,  confecrated  1 6 
the  wordiip  of  the  fun,  were  very 
generally,  if  not  univerfally,  in  re- 
qued  among  nations  where  thatfu- 
perdition  was  pradtifed ;  and  fome 
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of  thefe  caverns  were  full  as  cu¬ 
rious  in  their  coAfhru&ion*  though 
poffibly  not  fo  magnificent,  as 
thofe  of  Media,  Perfia,  and  India, 
Various  engravings  of'  Mxthratic 
caves  in  Media  and  Perfia  are  to 
be  met  with  in  the  travels  of  Le 
Bruyn  and  fir  John  Chardin  in  the 
former  of  thofe  countries.  The 
mountains  of  Chufiftah,  in  parti- 
cular,  at  this  day,  abound  with 
fhi pen dous  excavations  of  this  fort. 
From  the  Higher  Aha  the  venera¬ 
tion  for  facred  caverns  gradually 
diffufed  itfelf  over  Afia  Minor. 
The  lofty  fteeps  of  Barnaflus,  fa¬ 
cred  to  the  Mufes,  were  covered 
with  caverns.  The  Sybil  made 
her  dark  refponfes  amidft  the  gloom 
of  a  cavern ;  and  it  was  from  the 
hallowed  rock  of  Delphi  that  the 
prieftefs  of  Apollo,  (the  folar  deity 
of  Greece,)  infpired  with  a  holy 
fury,  uttered  thofe  oracles,  that 
were  fo  widely  celebrated  in  the 
ancient  world.  In  the  courfe  of 
Its  progrefs  from  the  Haft,  this  fpe- 
cies  of  devotion  fo  far  infedted 
even  the  Roman  people,  in  the 
early  periods  of  their  empire,  that 
they  celebrated  f balls  in  honour 
of  Mithra,  and  dedicated  an  altar 
to  that  deity  with  this  infeription, 
Deo  inviefto  foli  Mithrae.  The 
reigning  idolatry  was  vigoroufly 
attacked  by  thofe  celebrated  fa¬ 
thers  of  the  church,  the  eloquent 
Tertullian  and  the  more  violent 
Jerome;  the  former  of  whom  ridi¬ 
cules  the  votaries  of  that  fuperiti- 
t'ion  under  the  term  of  knights,  or 
foldiers,  of  Mithra ;  while  the  lat¬ 
ter  brands  the  place  of  their  wor- 
fhip  with  the, title  of  the  Den  of 
Mithra.  The  ancient  prevalence, 
indeed,  of  the'  folar  workup  in 
Rome  is  evident  from  the  facred 
reverence  that  prevailed  for  the 
vcftal  tire,  which  was  kindled  by  * 
the  rays  cf  the  iun,  and  which  the 
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virgin  priefteftes,  who  attended  it, 
khpt  continually  burning  in  con- 
fecrated  vales.  In  fuch  profound 
veneration  was  this  hallowed  flame 
holden,  that  the  accidental  extinc¬ 
tion  of  it  was  fuppofed  to  be  the 
fatal  prefage  of  the  mod  dreadful 
calamities  to  the  empire.  Virgil 
represents  ./Eneas,  the  vaunted 
progenitor  of  the  Romans,  as  zea- 
loufly  preferring  this  facred  Are  j 
amidft  the  furroimding  conftagra- . 
tion  of  Troy: 

- VeftamqHe  potentem, 

^EterEumque  adytis  effe:  tpendralibus  ign^m. 

Virg.  iEneid  ii-  297. 

a  The  worftiip  of  Mithra,  which  j 
ftill  continued  to  be  pradfifed  by 
fome  devotees,  was  finally  pro- 
feribed  at  Rome,  by  order  of  Grac¬ 
chus,  pnefeft  of  the  praetorium, 
in  the  4th  century. 

u  Aliuftve  to  this  kind  of  cavern-  i 
temple  and  this  fpeeies  of  devo¬ 
tion,  there  is  a  remarkable  paffage 
in  Ezekiel,  where  the  infpired  ! 
prophet  in  a  vifton  beholds,  and 
in  the  mod  fublime  language  ftig- 
matizes,  the  horrible  idolatrous  * 
abominations,  which  the  Ifraeiites 
had  borrowed  from  their  Aflatic 
neighbours  of  Chaldaea,  'Egypt, 
and  Perfia,  “  And  he  brought  me, 
fays  the  prophet,  to  the  door  of 
the  court;  and  when  1  looked, 
behold  a  hole  in  the  wall.  Then 
faid  he  unt®  me,  fon  of  man,  dig 
now  in  the  wall ;  and,  when  I  had 
digged  in  the  wail,  behold  a  door. 
And  he  faid  unto  me,  go  in,  (that  l 
is,  into  this  cavern-temple,)  and  - 
behold  the  wicked  abominations  1 
that  they  do  there.  So  I  went  in,  I 
and  faw ;  and  behold,  every  form  I 
of  creeping  things,  and  ahomin-  .j 
able  beafts,  and  all  the  idols  of  the 
houfe  of  Iirael,  were  pourtrayed 
upon  the  wall  round  about.”  In  . 
this  fubterraneous  temple  were  j 
u  feveiity  men  of  the  ancients  of  the 

houic  j;: 
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Noufe  of  Ifrael,”  and  their  employ- 
rnent  was  of  a  nature  very  nearly 
fimilar  to  that  of  the  pri eft's  in  Sal- 
fette;  “they  ftood  with  every  man 
his  cenfer  in  his  hand,  and  a  thick 
cloud  of  incenfe  went  up.  Then 
(aid  he  unto  me  ;  fon  of  man,  haft 
diou  feen  what  the  ancients J  of  the 
loufe  of  Ifrael  do  in  the  dark, 
every  man  in  the  chambers  of  his 
imagery  ?”  In  Egypt  to  the  particu¬ 
lar  idolatry  of  which  country,  it  is 
plain,  from  his  mentioning  u  every 
form  of  creeping  thing  and  abomin- 
ible  beafts,”  the  prophet  in  this 
clace  alludes,  thefe.  dark  fecluded 
recedes  were  called  mvftic  cells, 
and  in  them  were  celebrated  the 
lecret  myfteries  of  Ids  and  Oliris, 
•eprefented  by  the  quadrupeds  fa- 
:red  to  thofe  deities,  who,  after 
ill,  as  has  been  repeatedly  alTerted 
n  this  difTertation,  are  only  perfo- 
lifications  of  the  fun  and  moon. 
Fhofe,  who  are  ftill  inclined  to 
contend,  for  the  fuperior  antiquity 


of  Egypt  above  all  nations  of  the 
earth,  will,  from  this  circumftance, 
probably  join  with  Warburton  in 
inftfting  that  the  mithratic  rites 
themfelves  were  eftabliftied  in  imi¬ 
tation  of  thofe  of  Ids  and  Oliris. 
But  lince  by  Oliris  was  fymboi- 
ized  the  foiar  fphere,  and  by  his 
affedfionate  confort,  Ids,  the  lunar 
orb,  illumined  by  his  rav,  or,  as 
fome  mythologifts  explain  it,  the 
terreftrial  globe,  made  fruitful  by 
his  generative  warmth,  we  mull 
look  for  the  origin  of  this  fplendid 
devotion  to  that' primaeval  country, 
where  the  hoft  of  heaven,  and  the 
elements  of  nature  were  firlt  vene¬ 
rated  ;  and  whence  the  Sabian  fu- 
perftition  darted  throughout  the 
world  that  beam  of  tranfeendant, 
but  delufive,  brightnefs  which  daz¬ 
zled  the  eyes  of  the  infatuated  hu¬ 
man  race,  and  induced  them  to 
miitake  and  adore  the  grand  recep¬ 
tacle  of  light  for  the  founts  of  light 
himfelf !” 


RELIGIOUS  TENETS,  and  DISCIPLINE,  of  the  BRITISH 

BARDS. 


From  Owen’s  Translation  of  the  Heroic  Elegies,  and  other 

Epistles  of  Llywar9  Hen.] 


:t  r  |  AHE  Bards  have  at  all  times 
efponfed  the  facred  doc¬ 
trine  of  a  belief  in  one  God,  the 
Creator,  and  Governor  of  the  Uni- 
verfe,  and  pervading  all  fpace,  of 
whom  the  idea  of  a  locality  of 
sxiftence  was  deemed  unworthy. 
Their  conception  of  his  divine  na¬ 
ture  is  fundamentally  and  compre- 
tenfively  explained  by  the  folio  v- 
ing  bold  and  remarkable  aphorifm 
— Nid  Dim  ond  Duw,  nid  Duw 
ond  Dim.-: — God  cannot  be  Mat¬ 
ter,  and  what  is  not  Matter  muji 
he  Gop. 


u  They  taught  that  this  world 
was  to  be  of  permanent  duration ; 
but  fubjefl  to  a  fucceflion  of  vio¬ 
lent  revolutions,  which  would  be 
produced,  fometimes  by  the  predo¬ 
minating  power  of  the  element  of 
water,  and  fometimes  of  that  of 
fire. 

“  The  bardic  doctrines'  con¬ 
cerning  the  foul  were —  that  it  pre- 
exifted,  in  a.  ftate  of  gradual  ad¬ 
vancement  by  tranfmigration,  and 
that  it  was  immortal.  But  with 
refpedt  to. Tome  of  the  leading  traits 
of  their  ideas  on  this  fubjedt,  there 

was 
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was  a  very  finking  peculiarity, 
which,  confiffent'with  the  brevity 
that  is  carefully  adopted,  we  fhall 
endeavour  to  define.  The  whole 
animated  creation,  they  Laid,  origi¬ 
nated  in  the  lowed:  point  of  exig¬ 
ence,  evil  in  the  extreme,  and  ar¬ 
rived,  by  a  regular  train  of  grada¬ 
tions,  at  the  probationary  Late  of 
humanity ;  and  thofe  gradations 
■were  all  neceffarily  evil,  but  more 
or  lefs  fo  as  they  were  removed 
from  that  Erf!  fource.  In  the  flate 
humanity,  good  and  evil  were 
equally  balanced,  and  consequently 
it  was  a  ftate  of  liberty ;  in  which, 
if.  the  adtions  and  condudl  of  the 
aoient  preponderated  to  evil,  death 
gave  but  an  awful  paffage,  by 
which  he  returned  to  animal  life  ; 
in  a  condition  below  humanity, 
equal  to  the  degree  of  turpitude, 
he  had  debafed  hirnfelf  with  in  his 
former  (late  of  probation  ;  and,  if 
his  life  was  defperatelv  wicked,  it 
was  pofiible  for  him  to  fall  to  his 
original  viienefs,  or  that  ioweff 
point  of  cxiflence,  and  a  renewal 
of  his  former  progreffion,  through 
brutal  animation,  took  place ;  and 
this  was  his  deftiny,  as  often  as  evil 
had  the  afcendancy  in  his  flate  of 
trial.  If,  on  the  other  hand,  good 
was  predominant  in  the  heart  of 
man,  death  was  deemed  a  welcome 
irseffenger  to  condudl  him  to  a  more 
exalted  condition;  where  he  was 
flill  progreflive  ;  but  he  was  then 
removed  beyond  the  influence  of 
evil,  or  the  danger  of  falling  into 
a  Hate  neceffarily  good.  Eternity 
being  what  a  finite  being  could  not 
poffibly  endure,  there  he  paffed 
from  one  gradation  to  another  by  a 
kind  of  renovation,  without  being 


deprived  of  the  confcioufnefs  of 
his  prior  Conditions;  for  that  would 
be  next  to  annihilation.  He  might 
return  to  a  flate  of  fecond  man-? 
hood,  yet  without  the  pofiibility  of 
evil  having  again  the  afcendancy  j 
confequently  the  return  of  fuch  a 
benign  foul  was  confldered  a  bluff¬ 
ing  to  the  world. 

“  There  is  hardly  a  neceflity  of 
obferving  that  the  bardic  metemp- 
fychofls  was  an  incitement  to  good 
morals,  and  noble  adlions;  but  it 
had  a  peculiar  tendency,  that  de¬ 
fer  ves  to  be  noticed.'  This  was, 
the  reflraint,  which  in  a  great  de¬ 
gree  it  laid  the  bards  under,  of  not 
killing  animals;  though  it  did  not 
extend,  as  with  the  Bramins,  to  a 
aired!  prohibition  of  depriving  any 
creature  of  life ;  on  the  contrary, 
it  was  allowable  to  deftroy  thole 
which  diredlly,  or  eventually,  might 
caufe  the  death  of  man;  confer 
quentlv  moll  forts  of  land  animals 
might  be  killed  ;  but  the  whole 
tribe  of  fifhes  was  confldered  as 
not  affedting,  nor  to  be  affected  by 
the  human  ceconomy.  That  flate 
of  univerfal  warfare,  in  which  a|l 
animated  nature  feems  to  be  in¬ 
volved,  was  not  looked  upon  as  a 
curfe ;  on  the  contrary,  the  bards 
could  furvey  the  fcene  with  more 
complacency  than  others  ;  for  in 
it  they  perceived  the  goodnefs  of 
Providence,  haftening  the  changes 
neceffary  to  produce  a  more  glori¬ 
ous  existence. 

44  Propitiatory  facriflce  was  a 
part  of  the  bardic  religion,  as  it 
feems  to  have  been  of  mod  others, 
whether  pure  or  corrupt,  that  have 
been  in  the  world  *. 

44  The  foregoing  may  fuffice  to 

pive 

£>  • 


*  The  human  facrifices  were  criminals,  to  appeafe  divine  juftlce.  Thefe  victims,, are 
flill  devoted,  perhaps  in  greater  numbers,  in  !.  ondon,  and  other  greater  towns.  But  my  ft 
authors  have  always  unaccountably  added  the  epithet  horrid  to  thefe  druidical  facrifices, 
Whenever  they  have  had  occaflon  to  mention  them,  feemingly  without  ever  thinking-of 
its  propriety  or  other  wife. 

A  curious 
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nye  an  id.*a  of  the  tendency  of  the 

J  w 

religious  eftablifhment  of  the  bards, 
yith  refpedt  to  its  more  minute 
precepts,  and  its  confeqyent  influ¬ 
ence  upon  their  moral  inftitutes; 
md  which,  there  is  great  proba¬ 
bility,  was  preferved  unpolluted, 
it  leaft,  until  the  dream 'of  idola¬ 
ry,  following  the  courfe  of  the 
Roman  arms,  bore  ftrongly  upon 
:hem.  That  the  fifth  ons  had,  not- 
withftanding  the  purity  of  the  bar- 
iic  fyftem,  many  degrading  fuper- 
ftitions,  and  abfurd  cufloms,  none 
will  think  of  controverting;  but 
ye  may  fairly  inftft,  that  very  flight 
dependence  ought  to  be  placed  in 
the  relations  of  foreign  authors^ 
with  regard  to  any  matters- b elide 
nere  Ample  fadls.  It  was  from 
he  oftenftble  aggregate  of  the  man¬ 
ners  and  cufloms  that  Grangers 
rave  delineated  the  community 
inder  the  influence  of  bardifm ; 
but  undoubtedly  they  were  no 
nore  adequate  to  define  that  code, 
n  its  genuine  fimplicity,  from  fuch 
i  fource,  than  a  perfon  ignorant  of 
:he  Chriflian  religion  would  be 
ible  to  give  the  truths  of  Revalu¬ 
ation,  from  the  defultory  obferva- 
:ions  he  might  make  on  a  tour 
:hrough  fome  countries  of  modern 
Europe.  It  is  one  of  the  mod  re¬ 
markable  circumftances  in  the  hif- 
:ory  of  the  Welfh  that,  through 
fie  long  and  dark  ages  of  Popifh 
iuperftition,  the  bards  retained  the 
Snriftian  religion  in  its  original 
lurity  and  fimplicity,  on  all  occa¬ 
sions  expofing  the  depravity,  and 
ibftirdity  of  the  times.  Number- 
efs  inflances  of  this  could  be  pro¬ 
duced  from  their  poetical  pieces  of 
iU  ages,  from  Taliefln  in  the  fixth 
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century,  down  to  the  Reformation ; 
and  for  that  rea.fon  they  incurred 
the  hatred  of  the  priefts  and  monks, 
in  the  higfieft  degree,  and  on  whom, 
in  return,  Myrddin,  the  Caledonian 
bard,  pafled  the  following  cen- 
fure — 

“  Mynaic  ge uawg  bwydiawg,  gwydtis/* 
a  The  tying,  gluttonous,  and  wicked 
“  monks.” 

•  '  ,  T  .  f.  '  Tr  W, 

“  A  report,  highly  favourable  to 
the  Rate  of  learning  amongft  the 
Welfh,  might  be  given  from  the 
poetry  of  the  feveral  bards  who, 
flourifhed  in  the  fixth  century  ;  of 
Meugant  in  the  feventh;  Eiaeth, 
and  Llevoed  in  the  eighth;  and 
the  laws  of  Hvwel  in  the  ninth 
century.  Deftrudlion  of  rnami- 
fcripts  leaves  a  confiderable  blank 
in  the  hiftory  of  our  poetry  after¬ 
wards,  till  the  eleventh  century  ; 
and  then  we  are  fortunate  'to  find  a 
Meilyr,  and  his  fon  Gwalqmai;  in 
the  twelfth  the  lift  becomes  nu¬ 
merous,  and  amongft  thefe  we 
mu  ft  diftinguifh  Cynddelw ;  to 
whom  the  monks  of  Yftrad  Mar- 
qell  feat  a  deputation,  when  he 
was  on  his  death-bed,  to  inform 
him  he  fhould  not  have  Chriftian 
burial.  The  report  might  be 
continued  with  great  advantage 
through  the  thirteenth,  and  fol¬ 
lowing;  centuries,  becaufe  more  of 
the  writings  of  thofe  ages  are  pre¬ 
ferved.  The  bards  not  only  op- 
pofed  the  ignorance  of  thofe  dark 
periods,  but  their  works  difeover 
more  marks  of  genius,  learning, 
and  elegance,  by  fare  thaii  is  to  be 
found  in  the  compofitions  of  later 
ages,  when  the  bardic  fyftem  be¬ 
came  neglefted. 


A  curious  specimen  of  thofe  ancient  facrifices  is  11  ill  praefifed  in  fome  parts  of  tVales, 
*Vbien  a  violent  difeafe  breaks  out  amongft  the  horned  battle,  the  farmers  of  the  dutrnft 
vhcre  it  rages,  join  to  give  up  a  bullock  for  a  victim,  which  is  carried  to  the  top  ci  a 
>recipice,  from  whence  it  is  thrown  down.  This  is  called—1 “  Bwrw  caetn.i  gythraui. 
Calling  a  captive  to  the  devil.” 

•  *  *  '  «  What 
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-  (t  What  now  remains  to  be  in- 

veftigated,  is  the  difcipline  of  the 

bards,  or  that  practical  part  of 

their  pbilofopby  which  regulated 

thefocietv.  The  bardic  inftitutes, 

✓  * 

as  well  as  every  branch  of  know¬ 
ledge  appertaining  to  the  fyftem, 
were  retained  wholly  by  tradition, 
in  aphorifms,  poems,  and  adages 
of  a  peculiar  call.  There  were  in¬ 
deed  written  memorials,  but  their 
authority  was  not  deemed  equal  to 
the  plan  which  they  adopted,  and 
for  that  reafon  no  reference  was 
ever  made  to  them.  The  firft 
thing  taught  to  difciples,  were  thofe 
traditions,  comprehending  the  in¬ 
ftitutes,  maxims,  rudiments  of  lan¬ 
guage,  laws  of  verfe,  and  fuch  kind 
of  knowledge  as  refpedfed  the  or¬ 
ganization  of  the  order.  Tradi- 
tions  of  perfons  fet  apart  for  the 
ftudy,  and  continuation  of  them, 
•were  preferred  to  letters,  as  being 
better  guarded  againft  impofition, 
by  coming  more  immediately  un¬ 
der  the  notice,  and  cognizance  of 
the  people  at  large.  Of  the  me¬ 
thods  of  preferving  thefepthe  moft 
important  one  was  their  being  re¬ 
cited  at  every  Gorfedd,  or  meet¬ 
ing,  by  which  all  became  ac¬ 
quainted  with  them,  till  they  were 
10  rooted  in  the  public  memory, 
as  never  to  be  liable  to  undergo 
any  alteration.  Oral  tradition,  ac¬ 
cording  to  that  plan,  is  more  open 
to  the  world  at  large  than  written 
memorials,  confequently  more  out 
of  the  reach  of  perverfion  and  in¬ 
novation.  The  memory,  the  more 
it  is  exercifed,  becomes  propor¬ 
tionately  ftrengthened  and  improv¬ 
ed,;  whereas  thofe  who  truft  to 
books  never  exert  that  faculty,  and 
in  a  fbort  time  fo  far  forget  their 
Subject,  as  not  to  be  able  to  fee 
when,  and  where  imposition  in¬ 
trudes.  Where  a  greater  depen  d- 
ance  is  laid  on  writings  than  tra¬ 


dition,  books  of  diftant  places,  or 
ages,  will  be  admitted  as  authori¬ 
ties,  when  their  authenticity  has 
not  been  proved  ;  and  it  may  be  j 
impoilible  to  bring  any  kind  of 
proof  for,  or  againft  them  ;  but  ! 
this  cannot  be  the  cafe  with  a  na¬ 
tional  tradition,  when  through  all  ■ 
the  territories  of  that  nation,  there 
are  men  fet  apart  to  ftudy,  guard*  j 
and  continue  them*  by  public,  and 
frequent  periodical  recital.  So 
very  tenacious  were  the  bards  of 
guarding  them  from  perverfion, 
impofition,  and  oblivion,  that  no 
verfes,  or  poems  whatfoever,  rela¬ 
tive  to  the  fyftem,  were  allowed 
to  be  fpread  abroad,  without  being 
previoufty  examined,  and  approved 
of  publicly  at  a  Gorfedd,  by  being 
recited  by  the  Dadgeiniaid,  or  re- 
citers,  in  the  hearing  of  all. 

u  The  bards  were  divided  into 
three  efiential  claftes,  the  Bardd 
Braint*  Derwydd,  and  Ovydd.  But 
before  we  proceed  to  explain  the 
diftindtions  of  thefe,  it  is  requifitel 
to  take  notice  of  the  Awenyddionp 
or  difciples ;  whom  it  may  be 
proper  to  confider  as  a  fourth  clafs. 
The  Awenyddion  wore  a  varie¬ 
gated  drefs  of  the  bardic  colours, 
blue,  green,  and  while.  To  be  ad¬ 
mitted  into  this  clafs,  the  firft  requi-j 
lite  was  unimpeached  morals  ;  f&r 
it  was  indifpenfably  neceffary  that 
the  candidate  fliould  above  all 
things  be  a  good  man.  He  wasj 
feldom  initiated  into  any  thing  coq- 
fiderable  until  his  underftanding,! 
affedtions,  morals,  and  principles 
in  general  had  undergone  fevere 
trials.  His  pallions  and  faculties 
were  clofelv  obferved,  and  exer^ 
cifed,  when  he  was  lead  aware  oi 
it ;  at  all  times,  in  all  places,  and 
on  every  occafion  poflible,  there 
was  an  eye,  hid -from  his  observa¬ 
tion,  continually  hxt  upon  him  ; 
and  from  the  knowledge  thus  ob¬ 
tained 
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tamed  of  his  head  and  heart,  and  in 
Ihort  his  very  foul  fcrutinized,  an 
cftimate  was  made  of  his  principles 
and  mental  abilities :  and  agreeable 

»  o 

to  the  approbation  given,  and  in 
the  manner,  and  degree  thought 
moil:  proper,  he  was  initiated  info 
’the  myfteries,  and  inflrudled  in  the 
dodfrines  of  bardifm.  During  his 
probationary  Hate  of  difcipiine  he 
was  to  learn  filch  verfes  and  ad¬ 
ages  as  contained  the  maxims  of 
the  inffitution,  and  to  compofe 
others  himfelf,  on  any  relative  fub- 
jedf,  dodtrinal  or  moral. 

“  The  Bardd  Braint  was  the  title 
of  the  corporate  degree,  or  funda¬ 
mental  clafs  of  the  order.  None 
could  be  admitted  to  this  degree 
without  having  undergone  the  re¬ 
gular  difcipiine,  amongfi  the  Awe- 
nyddion.  He  was,  after  prefiding 
at  three  Gorfeddau,  denominated 
one  of  the  Gorfeddogion,  and  be¬ 
came  fully  qualified  to  exercife  all 
the  functions  of  bardifm;  for  it 
was  as  of  this  depree,  and  charac- 
ter,  to  which  was  annexed  a  ple¬ 
nitude  of  power  adequate  to  all  the 
purpofes  of  the  inftitution,  that  the 
chief  bard  always  prelided.  He 
could  proclaim,  and  hold  a  Gor- 
fedd,  admit  difciples,  and  Ovyd- 
dion  ;  was  capable  of  being  em¬ 
ployed  in  embaffies ;  in  the  office 
of  herald ;  and  to  inft rudf  youth 
in  the  principles  of  religion  and 
morality.  It  has  been  already  faid 
that  a  bard  could  not  bear  arms,  as 
'  -he  was  the  herald  of  peace  :  he 


was  alfo  to  obferve  the  moil  in¬ 
violable  fecrefy  on  ail  Gccafions, 
between  fuch  parties  as  engaged 
him  in  confidential  offices ;  neither 
was  he  to  efpoufe  any  particular 
party  in  religion,  or  in  politics,  as 
being  in  confident  with  his  charac¬ 
ter.  The  Bardd  Braint,  on  all 
occafions  where  he  adfed  official Iv, 
wore  the  unicoloured  robe  of  fiky- 
blue,  which  was  the  difKmmiifhing' 
drefs  of  the  order,  being  emble¬ 
matic  of  peace,  and  alfo  of  truth, 
from  having  no  variety  of  colours. 

u  The  Derwvddon,  or  Druid sa 
were  fuch  of  the  bards,  of  either 
of  the  orders,  of  Bardd  Braint,  or 
of  Ovydd,  that  were  fet  apart  to, 
or  employed  peculiarly  in  the  exer¬ 
cife  of  religious  ftmdUoas;  and 
long  after  the  c  Oliver  lion  of  the 
Britons *to  Chriftianity,  the  minl- 
fters  of  religion  were  called  by  this 
term,  notwithftanding  they  had 
been  for  ages  the  pagan  priefts; 
but  pagans  we  can  hardly  call 
thefie,  who  worlhipped  the  true 
God  in  fimplicity  *.  Therefore, 
let  not  the  pious  be  alarmed  at  the 
idea  of  Druidifm  being  ftill  alive  in 
this  ifland ;  but  let  him  examine 
it  a  little,  and  he  will  find  that  the 
Britifh  patriarchal  religion  is  no 
more  than  that  of  Noah,  or  of 
Abraham,  inimical  to  Chriftianity. 
There  is  in  Druidifm,  and  no  lets 
in  Chriftianity,  what  feems  ex¬ 
tremely  repugnant  to  the  manners, 
and  even  the  religion  of  this 
ao-e— a  fevere  inflexible  maralitv. 

O  ' 


*  Amoagft  the  bulk  of  the  people  there  were  certainly  many  fuperflitkros  coftoais ;  • 
and  on  the  introduction  of  Chriftianity  not  many  of  them  were  exploded,  *o;  a  gi '..at 
number  remain  to  this  day;  but  if  there  were  any  corrupt  principles  mixt  v*nh  me 
bardic  fyftem,  they  were  purged  at  that  period.  .  . 

“  It  is  remarkable  that  fome  of  thofe  places  which  we  call  Druidical  xemp.es,  r-£t*uc, 

^  in  their  names,- and  other  circumftances,  evident  marks  of  their  having  oeen  p;?.ces  of 
*  Chrtftian  worlliip.  Such  is  Carn  Moefen,  or  the  Carriedd  of  Mofes,  in  Glamorgan- 
:‘flrire;  Carn  y  Gross,  on  the  mountain  of  Geliy  Onen  in  the  fame  count y,  wheie  a. 
very  ancient  croft  Hands  :  Ty  llltud,  iu  Bretonfhue,  and  many  otuers. 

•&3.WA  an  .Wilt.  LIAMS. 
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Though  the  Derwydd  was  more 
peculiarly,  yet  he  was  not  exclu¬ 
sively  the  minifter  of  religion,  for 
the  Bardd  Braint,  and  even  the 
Ovydd,  might  officiate  a,s  fuch, 
after  being  confirmed  by  reception 
into  the  order,  at  a  Gorfedd. 
There  was  no  fuperiority  attached 
So  the  order  of  Derwydd  ;  it  was 
only  a  peculiar  officiality,  for  which 
the  others  were  deemed  equally 
qualified  ;  and  indeed,  to  be  A  Der¬ 
wydd,  it  of  neceffity  implied  that 
he  was  a  Bardd  Braipt ;  but,  as  a 
matter  of  Convenience,  the  religi¬ 
ous  eftablifament  was  allotted  to 
an  appropriate  fet  of  bards,  diftin- 
guifbed  by  that  name,  to  give  no¬ 
toriety,  and  difcriminate  visibility 
to  their  function.  The  drefs  of 
the  Derwydd  was  white,  the  em¬ 
blem  of  holinefs,  and  peculiarly  of 
truth,  as  being  the  colour  of  light, 
or  the  fun.  The  Derwydd  was 
exempted  from  fome  offices,  that 
were  incumbent  on  each  of  the 
others.  In  him  fandtity  of  life, 
and  celebrity  for  wi  fd om  were  re¬ 
commendatory  qualifications  al¬ 
ways  looked  for;  he  was  moil  ira- 
mediately  the  inftru<ftor  of  youth; 
and  was,  from  the  neceftarv  obli- 
gations  of  his  office,  the  refiden- 
eiary  bard  of  his  diftridt,  an  obli¬ 
gation  which  the  others  did  not  lie 
under. 

u  The  Ovydd  was  the  third  or¬ 
der,  being  an  honorary  degree,  to 
which  the  candidate  could  be  im¬ 
mediately  admitted,  without  being 
obliged  to  pals  through  the  regular 
diicipline.  This  degree,  in  every 
circumflance  of  its  peculiar  infti- 
tution,  appears  to  be  intended  to 
create  a  power  that  was  capable  of 
adthig  on  emergencies,  on  a  plan 
different  from  the  regular  mode  of 
proceeding,  as  well  as  of  bringing 
within  the  fyftem  luch  kind  of 
knowledge  as  was  unknown,  or 


foreign  to  the  original  inftitution. 
The  requifite  qualifications  were, 
in  general,1  an  acquaintance  with 
valuable  difcoveries  in  fcience ;  as 
the  ufe  of  letters,  medicine,  lan¬ 
guages,  and  the  like ;  and  it  was 
not  an  eafy  thing,  even  in  this  or¬ 
der,  to  difpenfe  with  the  know¬ 
ledge  of,  and  a  genius  for,  poetry ; 
but  this  on  particular  occailons 
might  be  done,  in  confideration  of 
other  eminent  qualifications ;  for 
this  order  was  a  provitionary  one, 
for  the  purpofe  of  admitting  into 
the  bardic  fyftem,  in  a  regular 
manner,  every  thing  ufeful,  and 
laudable  in  fcience.  The  Ovydd 
was,  however,  enjoined  to  acquaint 
himfelf  \yith  the  bardic  inftitutes 
and  traditions ;  for,  from  feveral 
contingencies,  it  was  poffible  that 
the  order,  or  inftitution,  might  be 
perpetuated  only  by  Ovyddion.; 
which  in  its  original  purity,  it 
could  not  be  done,  unlefs  they 
were  acquainted  with  its  true  prin¬ 
ciple,  nature,  and  intention.  It 
was  deemed  more  honourable , to 
be  admitted  into  the  orders  by 
having  been  firft  admitted  an 
Ovydd,  than  by  going  through  a 
long  difcipline ;  at  leaft  fuch  an  idea 
now  prevails.  The  Ovydd  could 
exercife  all  the  functions  of  bar- 
difm  ;  and  by  fome  particular  a<fts 
he  became  intitled,  by  virtue  of 
having  performed  them,  to  other 
degrees,  after  fuch  acfts  had  been 
acquiefced  in  by  a  Gorfedd.  It 
is  a  received  opinion  that  the 
bards,  in  the  character,  and  being 
of  the  order  of  Ovydd,  may  hold 
a  Cadair,  or  fubordinate  provincial 
meeting,  under  cover,  or  within 
doors.  The  drefs  of  the  Ovydd 
was  green,  the  fymbol  of  learning, 
and  alfo  of  truth,  from  being  uni¬ 
coloured.  The  candidate  for  this 
order  was  elected  at  a  Gorfi  dd,  on 
the  previous  recommendation  of  a 
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graduated  bard  of  any  of  the  three 
>rders ;  who  might  from  his  own 
mowledae  declare  that  whom  he 

o 

iropofed  was  duly  qualified.  If 
he  candidate  was  not  known  to 
i  hard,  the  recommendation  of  a 
udge,  or  magiftrate,  or  of  twelve 
■eputable  men,  could  conftitute 
urn  a  candidate,  on  which  he  was 
m mediately  elected,  by  coelbren, 
)r  ballot.  But  if  it  ever  happened 
hat  the  number  of  bards  was  not 
Efficient  to  eledl,  then  any  one  of 
he  order  might  arbitrarily  admit 
hfee ;  who  were  thereupon  deemed 
inallv  graduated.  No  more  than 
hree  could  be  admitted  in  this 
nan  net,  for  that  was  a  fu  flic  lent 
uimber  to  proceed  by  election,  in 
he  regular  way  ;  becaufe  arbitrary 
proceedings  could  not  be  fun  ere d, 
nit  where  the  number  was  indequate 
o  a£l  otherwife,  and  confequently 
i  matter  of  neceffitv.  Proclamation 

vas  another  wav  of  admiffion  to 

•/ 

he  degree  of  Ovvdd  ;  that  is,  it 
ras  proclaimed  at  a  Gorfedd,  that 
perfon  of  a  certain  name,  place, 
nd  qualifications,  was,  on  fpecified 
ecommendation,  propofed  as  a  can- 
idate  ;  and  Tat  at  a  certain  future 
•eriod,  not  l'efs  than  a  whole  year, 
e  was  to  be  admitted  to  that  de- 
ree ;  and  if  no  objection  was, 

Bar'd d  Braint, 

Bardcl  a  Derwydd, 

Bardd  ac  Ovydd, 

Bardd,  Ovydd,  a  Derwydd, 
Bardd,  Derwydd,  ac  Ovydd, 
Ovydd,  Bardd,  a  Derwydd, 
Ovydd,  Derwydd,  a  Bardd. 

tc  The  manner  of  attaining  to  any 
irticular  degree  was  thus  :  if  an 

ij) 

vydd  had  been  admitted  by  a 
trd,  or  proclamation  had  been 
ade  of  any  one  being  a  candidate 
r  this,  or  any  other  order,  inch 
candidate  was  called  Ovydd,  or 

'  1 7  93- 


during  that  time,  brought  againft 
him,  he  was  confidered  to  be  gra¬ 
duated. 

44  Having  taken  a  fummary  retro- 
fpett  of  the  peculiar  regulations 
alfecling  the  different  orders  fepa- 
rately,  home  obfervations  are  ne- 
celfarv  in  regard  to  others  that  ap¬ 
pertain  to  tby  fyftem  in  general. 

44  Each  of  thet orders  had  a  pecu¬ 
liarity  of  eft  i  mat  ion,  yet  neither 
was  held  to  be  more  intrinficwily 
excellent  than  the  other.  If  with 
refpedt  to  qualifications  for  certain 
officialities  one  was  deemed  infe¬ 
rior,  it  was  in  other  particulars  al¬ 
lowed  to  be  fuperior ;  fo  that  con¬ 
fidered  in  the  whole  they  were 
equ&lly  honourable.  Thus  Bardd 
Braint-  was  peculiarly  the  ruling 
order,  Derwydd  the  religious 
fundtionary,  and  the  Ovydd  was 
the  literary,  or  fcientific  order. 
This  idea  of  equality  was  preferred 
with  the  utrnoft  pundhiality  in  ail 
their  formulas  of  difcipline.  In 
.their  titles,  the  bards  obferved  the 
order, of  their  graduation,  adding 
to  each  the  words— 44  According 
to  the  immunities  and  cuftoms  of 
the  bards  of  the  ifle  of  Britain. ” 
By  this  means  fuch  titles  were  a 
liiftorv  of  their  manner  of  adirfif- 
ft  on  ;  as. — 

Bard  of  Presidency ; 

Bard  and  Druid; 

Bard  and  Ovate ; 

Bard,  Ovate,  and  Druid  ; 

Bard,  Druid,  and  Ovate; 

Ovate,  Bard,  and  Druid  ; 

Ovate,  Druid,  and  Bard. 

Bard  Claimant,  or  Pfefumptive 
Bard;  and  he  was  intitled  after 
fuch  proclamation  to  all  paffive 
privileges  of  the  order,  but  not  to 
aft  officially  until  he  had  been  con¬ 
firmed  in  his  degrees  by  a  Gorfedd. 
That  fandlion  being  obtained,  he 
L,  could 
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could  perform  all  the  aCts  and 
functions  of  the  order,  and  vir¬ 
tually  became  in  titled  to  that  par¬ 
ticular  degree  incidental  to  the  offi¬ 
cialities  which  he  executed  :  by  offi  - 
dating  as  Derwvdd,  after  a  certain 
time  he  became  of  that  degree ;  by 
prefiding  at  a  Gorfedd  he  became, 
what  prefidency  implies,  a  Bardd 
Brairit by  admitting,  and  after 
confirmation  of  an  Ovydd,  he  be¬ 
came  infilled  to  that  degree,  if  he 
was  not  fo  before.  Such  proceed¬ 
ings  are  deduced  from  this  general 
rule— That  a  graduated  bard  exe- 
cuting  any  of  the  officialities  of  the 
inftitution,  after  the  acquiefcence 
of  a  Gorfedd,  became  intitled  to 
the  degrees,  incident  to,  and  implied 
by  fuch  officialities. 

.  “  The  principle  on  which  they 
aCted  for  perpetuating  the  inftitu- 
tion,  was: — That  three  or  more  bards 
could  admit  by  election ;  but  if 
there  fhould  be  only  one  remain¬ 
ing,  he  could  perform  arbitrarily 
all  officialities  till  three  had  been 
by  him  admitted.  The  deficiency 
being  'fupplied,  arbitrary  power 
ceafed,  and  all  was  to  go  on  regu¬ 
larly.  Two  remaining  bards. could 
only  a <51  by  proclamation  ;  for  be¬ 
tween  two  there  could  be  no  majo¬ 
rity,  or  calling  voice;  and  one  could 
not  aCt  arbitrarily,  becaufe  there  was 
another  oppofing  power  of  equal 
authority.  The  proclamation  was 
therefore  an  appeal,  or  reference 
to  public  opinion,  and  to  that  ori¬ 
ginal  authority  from  which  the  in- 
ftitution  was  firft  derived  ;  and  the 
acquiefcence  of  the  public,  in 
bringing  no  objections  to  the  pro- 
p  offi  Is  of  fuch  proclamation,  con- 
ftituted  the  legality  of  any  aCt  clone, 
in  confequence  of  its  having  been 
propofed  in  the  notice.  It  is  al¬ 
lowed  that,  for  moil  reafons,  it 
would  be  belt  alfo  for  one  remain¬ 
ing  bard  to  act  by.  proclamation, 


rather  than  arbitrarily ;  and  that  this 
method  fhould  be  preferred  even  to 
election,  as  coming  more  immedi¬ 
ately  under  the  cognizance  of  the 
public  ;  but  it  is  evident  that,  in 
fome  ages,  the  inflitution  could 
never  have  been  perpetuated  by 
fuch  proceedings,  and  would  long 
ago  have  become  extinCt,  fromop- 
pofition  of  vulgar  prejudice.  All 
thefe  modes  have  been  praCtifed, 
and  each  has  its  propriety  under 
certain  circumftances  ;•  but  when 
all  things  will  admit,  it  is  deemed 
belt  to  recur  to  that  authority 
which  firft  eftablifined  the  inftitu- 
tion,  the  general  confent  obtained 
by  virtue  of  a  proclamation.  The 
next  is  the  bardic  election  at  a 
Gorfedd ;  and  when  occafion  calls 
for  it,  the  arbitrary  admiffion  is 
purely  confident  with  a  provifion- 
arv  maxim,  for  creating  a  necef- 
fary,  and  for  that  reafon  a  legal, 
power,  to  effeCt  what  is  beneficial, 

at  a  time  when  no  other  authority 

* 

exifts,  to  recur  to  on  immediate 
emergencies.  The  arbitrary  acts 
of  a  bard,  fuch  as  admiffion  of  an 
Ovydd,  or  any  thing  elfe,  were 
done  in  confequence  of  a  fuppofed 
or  implied  decifion  of  the  bards 
at  a  Gorfedd,  exifting  in  a  neceffiary 
fiction  to  fanCtion  an  arbitrary  aCt 
not  otherwife  allowedt  In  this 
fiction  they  always  exift ;  they  may 
be  vifible,  but  cannot  be  in  virtually 
extinCt ;  for  the  utility,  and  prin¬ 
ciples  of  their  inflitution  exift  in 
nature.  That  being  the  cafe,  the 
officiating  agents  of  thofe  prin¬ 
ciples  are  rather  dormant  than  ex¬ 
tinCt;  and  to  be  called  into  action 
by  proclamation. 

“  The  regular  manner  of  qualify¬ 
ing,  ultimately,  or  graduating  a 
bard,  is  by  giving  him  a  Gorfedd, 
or  Cadair;  that  is,  by  including 
him  in  the  number,  which  mu  ft 
be  three  at  leaft,  of  prefiding 
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bal'd s,  at  a  Gorfedd.  Amonsrft 
the  number  mentioned  in  the  pro- 
clamation,  it  is  not  poffible  to 
know,  from  any  thing  in  the  words 
or  form  of  it,  which  are  the  old 
bards,  and  which  the  newly  ad¬ 
mitted,  as  there  is  nothin?  in  the 
bardic  regulations  that  can  intitle 
any  one  to  take  precedency  of 
another;  and  to  prefide  at  a  Gorfedd 
is  ortly  performing  the  neceffary 
officialities  of  the  occafion,  which 
might  be  done  by  any  other  bard 
prefent  with  equal  propriety*  Nei¬ 
ther  is  it  neceffary  that  the  prefiding 
bards  fliould  punftually  be  thofe 
mentioned  in  the  proclamation,  or 
that  they  fhould  be  vifibly  prefent, 
for  they  are  virtually,  or  repre- 
fentatively  fo,  as  well  as  all  the 
Beirdd  Ynys  Prydain.  Thus  to  ob¬ 
tain  the  degree  to  which  one  was 
admitted  by  giving  him  prefidency, 
it  was  not  neceffary  he  fhould  be 
prefent ;  for  there  was  nothing  im¬ 
plied  as  an  adtof  his  own,  in  his  be¬ 
ing,  or  not  being  prefent  in  perfon. 
The  foie  intention  of  p-ivin?  him 
prefidency  was  to  announce  him 
to  the  bards,  all  virtually  prefent, 
and  to  the  public,  as  of  the  parti¬ 
cular  order  to  which  he  was  ad¬ 
mitted; 

“  The  regular  times  of  holding  a 
Gorfedd,  or  meeting,  were  the  two 
folflices,  and  equinoxes ;  fubordi- 
nate  meetings  might  alfo  be  held 
every  new  and  full  moon,  and  alfo 
at  the  quarter  days,  which  were 
chiefly  for  inftrudting  difciples. 
The  regular  meetings  were  lup- 
pofed  to  be  well,  known,  with  re- 
fpect  to  time  and  place ;  for  there 
were  appointed  places,  as  well  as 
times.  Irregular  meetings  could 
Only  be  held  by  proclamation  ;  or 
if  arbitrarily  held  on  urgent  occa¬ 
sions,  their  a6ts  required  the  con- 
Urination  of  a  Gorfedd,  or  public 
alfent  by  fubfequent  proclamation. 


The  Gorfeddau,  or  meetings,  wer t 
always  held  in  the  open  air,  and  in 
the  face  of  the  fun  and  eye  of  the 
light.  The  place  was  fet  apart  by 
forming  a  cirle  of  flones  around 
the  Maen  Gorfedd,  as  already  men¬ 
tioned.  At  the  Gorfeddau  it  was 
abfolutelv  neceffary  to  recite  the 

»  a/ 

bardic  traditions ;  and  with  this, 
whatever  came  before  them  was 
confidefed  and  determined  upon. 
The  bards  always  flood  bare  headed 
and  bare  footed,  in  their  unico¬ 
loured  robes,  at  the  Gorfedd,  and 
within  the  Cylq  Cyngrair,  or  cir¬ 
cle  of  federation.  The  ceremony 
ufed  on  the  opening  of  a  meeting 
was  the  fneathing  of  the  fword  on 
the  Maen  Gorfedd,  at  which  all 
the  prefiding  bards  affiffed ;  and 
this  was  accompanied  with  a  very 
fliort  pertinent  difeourfe.  When 
the  buflnefs  WaS  finifhed,  the  meet¬ 
ing  was  ciofed  by  taking  up,  but 
not  unflieatjling  the  fword,  with  si 
few  words  on  the  occafion,  when 
all  covered  their  heads  and  feet. 
There  were  certain  mottos  ufed  by 
the  bards ;  tha.t  for  the  general  af- 
fembly  of  the  ifle  of  Britain  was — ■ 
Y  Gwir  yn  erbyn  y  Byd,  The  truth 
in  oppofition  to  the  world;  Thofe 
for  the  provincial  meetings  were* 
fuch  as  had  been  adopted  on  the  firffc 
eftablifhment  of  them  refpedlively. 
They  were  ufed  as  declaratory  of 
the  Cadair  or  Talaith,  meeting  c t 
province,  whereof  the  bard  was  a 
member,  or  of  the  meeting  that  en- 
afted  any  thing,  refpe&ing  the  in* 
fiitution.  The  Gorfeddau,  and 
Cadeiriau,  or  the  general  and  pro¬ 
vincial  affemblies  always  virtually1 
exiftj  and  if  they  do  not  vsfibly 
appear,  they  are  to  be  called  on  to 
make  their  appearance,  bv  the  pro¬ 
clamation  of  a  Gorfedd  itnys  Fry* 
dain,  where  three  graduated  bards 
muff  prefide ;  and,  as  in  individuals, 
fo  in1  collective  bodies,  thofe  C  a- 
JL  %  dekhm 
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deiriau,  or  provincial  chairs,  took 
no  precedency  one  of  the  other  on 
any  occafion,  but  all  Were  equal 
in  eftjmation  and  dignity.  It  was 
requihte  that  every  Bard  fhould  be 
known  as  of  feme  provincial  Ca- 
dair,  for  the  fake  of  vilible  difti no¬ 
tion,  though  the  Beirdd  Ynys  Pry- 
dain,  (which  was  their  general  title) 
were  of  every  one  ;  for  they  ali 
exifted  in  them,  as  the  fountain 
from  wffience  all  are  derived ;  and 
jfhould  any  have  difappeared,  the 
Beirdd  Y ny  s  Prydain  might  call  them 
out  by  proclamation,  or  by  afhially 
appearing  at  fuch  meetings,  and 
give  them  immediate,  vilibiiity,  or 
by  the  fame  means  conftitute  new 
ones.  A  Gorfedd  might  be  fo  held 
as  to  be  a  national,  and  alfo  pro¬ 
vincial  one,  at,  the  fame  time.  It 
was  not  neceffary  that  a  provincial 
Cadair  fhould  be  adtuallv  held 

J 


within  its  peculiar  territory  ;  for  it 
might  be  held  any  where  in  Britain, 
or  even  m  a  foreign  country,-  as 
might  alfo  a  Gorfedd  Ynys  Prydain, 
retaining  on  fuch  occalion  the 
appropriate  titles ;  which  were — 
Beirdd  Ynys  Prydain  trwy’r  Byd, 
and  Twyddedogion  Byd — 44  The 
Bards  of  the  ifle  of  Britain  through 
the  world,”  and  44  thofe  who  are 
at  liberty  through  the  world.”  % 
At  a  meeting  there  was  always 
one,  called  the  Dadgeiniad,  or  the 
reciter,  whole  bulinefs  was  to  re¬ 
cite  the  traditions  and  poems  ;  to 
make  proclamations,  announce 
candidates,  open  and  ciofe  the 
Gorfedd,  and  the  like.  A  Bard 
generally  executed  this  office;  but 
it  might  be  done  by'  one,  or  as 
many  as  were  neceftary,  of  the 
Awenyddion,  or  difciples.” 
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44  V”N  T HEN  we  review  the  re- 
VV  mote  hillaries  of  Eng¬ 
land,  Scotland,  and  Ireland,  and 
find  names  and  faffs  delivered  iitfith 

•  «<i 

imhelitatine  confidence  and  chro- 
nological  accuracy,  it  feems,  at  hr  ft 
light,  an  unreafonable  degree  of 
fcepticifm  to  withhold .  our  alFerit 
from  them,  or  queftion  their  au- 
thenticitv ;  and  yet  they  are  but 
fpecious  delnlions,  and  Tome  of  the 
numberlefs  vagaries  of  the  human- 
mind.  „ 

44  To  the  unfufp eTing  candour 
of  mankind  thele  pfeufible  fables 
muft  always  appear  “genuine  re¬ 
cords,  nor  can  their  maple  in- 
fluence  be  removed  but  by  the  re¬ 


vere  ferutiny  of  learning  and  cri- 
txcifrfr.  A.  nation  emerging  from 
incivility  and  ignorance  reluctantly 
gives  up  the  fictions  of  poets  and 
genealogifts,  becaufe  they  are  the 
only  vouchers  for  ancient  aneeftry, 
and  the  only  evidences  of  extinft 
national  honour.  But  when  that 
nation  arrives  at  higher  degrees 
of  improvement  and  pofifh,  thefe 
phantoms  vanifh,  and  individuals 
an  J;  nations  feek  for  honour  and 
unfading  remembrance  by  personal 
defert  and  patriotic  exertion. 

Fama  manct  fadti  :  pofito  velamine 
currunt  : 

Et  memorem  famam,  quod  bene  ceffit, 
habet. 

44  Britons, 
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'  “  Britons,  at  this  day,  arrogate  no 
pride  from  being  defcended  from 
Trojans,  and  yet  it  is  a  curious  and 
no  ufelefs  fpeculation  to  inveftigate 
the  origin  of  that  notion,  for  its 
developement  and  detection  are 
ftrong  and  flattering  proofs  of  the 
good  fenfe  and  extenflve  erudition 
of  the  prefent  age.  Mr.  Warton 
has  fuccefsfuily  inftituted  fuch  an 
inquiry  into  the  fabulous  antiqui¬ 
ties  of  England  :  .nor  are  the  prin¬ 
ciples  he  lays  down,  and  the  argu¬ 
ments  he  ufes,  lefs  applicable  to 
Ireland ;  for  the  fame  fpirit  of  ro¬ 
mantic  ficftion  pervades  the  early 
hiftory  of  each  country.  Encou¬ 
raged,  therefore,  by  his  example, 
and  countenanced  by  his  refpedl- 
able  authority,  I  fnall  endeavour 
to  deduce  our  Bardic  tales  and  his¬ 
torical  romances  from  fources 
which  he  has  happily  opened. 
How  imperfehl  foever  thefe  obfer- 
vations  may  be,  fome  of  them, 
perhaps  the  whole,  may  fugged:  to 
fuperior  abilities  a  more  perfect 
plan  for  future  execution.  If  they 
in  the  leaf!  contribute  to  remove 
vulgar  errors,  I  fhall  fully  attain 
the  object  of  my  wifhes. 

u  When  the  Saracens  entered 
Spain  in  the  beginning  of  the 
eighth  century,  with  the  revival  of 
Greek  literature  they  introduced  a 
knowledge  of  the  fciences  and  arts 
before  but  little  ftudjed,  in  many 
places  not  heard  of,  in  Weftern 
Europe.  From  the  earlieft  ages 
the  Arabians  cultivated  magic : 
they  extolled  their,  intimate  ac¬ 
quaintance  with  the  occult  quali¬ 
ties  of  bodies,  and'  their  power  of 
conferring  them  where  wanting. 
Their  lkill  in  metallurgy,  in  optics, 
in  vitrification,  in  precious  hones 
and  medicine,  fupported  their  high 
claims,  and  aftonifhed  and  con¬ 
founded  the  incredulous.  Nor 
were  they  lefs  difliiiguifiied  for  a 


vein  of  romantic  ficfion:  here  they 
difplayed  an  exuberance  of  fancy 
in  the  creation  of  ideal  perfonages, 
in  the  wildnefs  and  variety  of  their 
adventures,  and  in  the  extravagance 
of  their  fables,  all  fpringing  from 
original  modes  of  thinking,  and 
from  their  peculiar  philofophy.  A 
brilliancy  of  imagination  and  pomp 
of  expreflion  at  once  captivated  and 
delighted  the  reader. 

Our  weftern  bards  quickly 
caught  the  pleafing  contagion  :  the 
genial  warmth  of  oriental  fidfion 
enlivened  their  fongs :  the  monoton¬ 
ous  and  difmal  tales  of  blood  and 
(laughter  were  fa cceeded  bv  more 
amufing  and  fprightly  relations ; 
by  the  heroic  atchievements  of 
gallantry,  or  the  bland  occupations 
of  love  :  all  thefe  wrought  up  with 
Arabian  inventions,  and  fuftained 
by  Arabian  philofophy,  are  vilible, 
not  only  in  our  ancient  hiftory 
and  hagiography,  but  in  thofe  of 
every  other  country  in  the  middle 
ages.  I  fhall. now  proceed  to  con¬ 
firm  what  has  been  advanced,  from, 
our  my-thologic  ftory,  and  the  lives 
of  our  faints. 

u  Spain,  the  centre  of  oriental 
fabling,  foon  after  the  Saracenic 
invafion,  enjoyed  a  celebrity  above 
that  of  any  other  European  nation. 
The  Irifh  barcls  in  confequence 
e  freshed  it  a  matter  of  the  great  eh 
importance  to  exhibit  a  clear  de¬ 
duction  of  their  countrymen  from 
thence ;  and  their  ciofe  attention 
to  this  point  carried  them,  as  will 
be  feen,  into  many  abfurd,  incre¬ 
dible,  and  puerile  ex  cedes.  They 
tell  us  three  Spaniih  nfhermm  ar¬ 
rived  here  before  the  flood,' and 
that  foon  after  that  awful  event, 
the  Fomhoraigh,  or  Africans,  (by 
whom  mu  ft  be  underftood  the  Sa¬ 
racens)  fubdued  the  ii in,  and  others, 
from  the.  continent  or  Africa  Fre¬ 
quently  viftted  it,  and  that  it  was 
L  3  finally 
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finally  colonized  by  Miledus,  a 
Spaniard.  This  fidtion  is  in  Nen¬ 
nius,  who  is  faid  to  have  written 
A.  D.  8 5 8,  though  I  think  there 
are  internal  proofs  in  his  work  of 
his  age  being  much  later.  But  let  it 
be  as  is  dated,  we  need  not  wonder 
at  the  adoption  of  romantic  fidHon 
fo  early  here,  when  we  refledt  that 
Ireland  was  then  the  mart  of  learn¬ 
ing  to  the  Wedern  world,  and  that 
hither  reforted  crowds  from  the 
remoteft;  countries,  for  greater  ad¬ 
vancement  in  piety  and  more  per¬ 
fect  inftrudlion  in  letters.  Nennius 
relates,  that  the  Milefians,  in  their 
voyage  from  Spain  to  this  ifle,  faw 
a  tower  of  glafs  in  the  middle  of 
the  ocean,  which,  endeavouring 
to  take,  they  were  drowned  in  the 
attempt.  This  tower  is  a  fare 
mark  of  an  oriental  fancy  :  it  is 
fimilar  to  the  tower  of  glafs  built 
by  Ptolemy,  and  Boyardo’s  wall  of 
glafs  made  by  an  African  magician ; 
and  the  pillars  of  Hercules  at  Cape 
Finiderre,  eredted  on  magical  look¬ 
ing-glades,  all  betraying  their  foun¬ 
dation  in  Arabian  fable  and  Arabian 
philofophv. 

u  The  Milefians,  in  a  flarry  winter 
night,  difeovered  Ireland  from  the 
tower  of  B rig.au, tia  in  Galicia,  by 
the  help  of  a  telefcope.  This  fic¬ 
tion  could  not  be  older  than  the 
thirteenth  century,  probably  much 
more  recent.  Roger  Bacon  affirms 
Julius  Cue  far,  before  he  invaded 
Britain,  viewed  with  a  telefcope 
her  fhores  and  harbours. 

“  The  Milefians  ,when  they  landed 
in  Ireland,  had  various  battles  with 
the  Tuatha  de  Danans,  a  nation  of 
magicians  and  enchanters,  whom 
at  length  they  fubdued  by  fuperior 
/kill  and  bravery. 

“  In  Offiah’s  combat  of  Ofgar  and 
Ilian,  a  beautiful  damfel  complains, 
that  Ilian,  elded  fon  of  the  king 
fd  Spain,  purfued  her,  and  threat¬ 


ened  wounds  and.dedrudlion  to  the 
Fians  :  u  wherever  he  goes,”  adds, 
die,  u  to  the  ead  or  .wed,  or  to 
the  four  quarters -of  the  world,  his 
diarp-edged  weapon  makes  every 
foe  yield  the  victory.”  The  drefs 
and  arms  of  Ilian  are  then  deferib- 
ed  :  he  had  a  coat  of  mail,  a  vizor 
polidied  and  fet  with  precious 
dones,  his  garments  were  of  rich 
fattan,  tied  with  dlken  drings. 
This  romantic  tale  befpeaks  its 
age  not  to  be  anterior  to  the  fif¬ 
teenth  century.  Were  I  to  men¬ 
tion  the  Clanna  Baoifgaine,  or 
Bifcayan  colony,  the  Liafail,  or 
magical  done,  the  Gai  Bulg,  or 
forcerer’s  fpear,  the  magical  hel¬ 
met,  and  numberlefs  other  parti¬ 
culars  in  Irim  romantic  dory,  re7 
lating  to  Spain,  to  the  occult  qua¬ 
lities  of  bodies,  to  conjuration  and 
enchantment,  derived  from  Arabic 
ideas  and  Arabic  philofophy,  I 
fliould  extend  thefe  obfervations  tQ 
an  unreafonable  length.  The  fore¬ 
going  fpecimen  will  Efficiently 
point  out  their  origin.  , 

“  In  the  legends  of  our  faints  the 
fame  romantic  fabling  as  in  our 
hidory  abounds,  and  proceeds  from 
the  fame,  fource.  No  one  but  a 
virgin  could  ufe  the  magic  girdle 
of  St.  Colman.  St.  CuthberPs 
zone  cures  many  difeafes.  An  Iriflr 
prince  complains  to  St.  Gerald, 
that  an  huge  rock,  fituated  in  the 
midd  of  a  river,  impeded  its  navi¬ 
gation,  and  intreats  him  to  remove 
it  :  the  faint  throws  a  wonderful 
done  which  he  held  in  his  hand, 
on  it,  and  indantly  it  fplits  in, 
pieces.  At  another  time  he  puts  the 
fame  done  into  the  mouth  of  a  dea4 
man,  and  he  revives.  St.  Kiaran, 
St.  Fechin,  and  St.  PEnd,  are  con¬ 
veyed  as  fafely  over  the  ocean,  lakes, 
and  rivers,  on  dones  as  in  fbips. 
The  mydical  and  wonderpus  power 
of  dones  marks  the  oriental  com- 
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plexion  of  ©nr  fpiritnal  romances, 
?and  are  derived  from  the  fchool  of 
Eaftern  philofophy. 

u  Mr.  Walton  remarks,  that  ro¬ 
mantic  fabling  was  early  cultivated 
in  Armorica  and  in  Wales ;  and 
of  this  he  alleges  numerous  and 
inconteflible  proofs.  To  which  I 
may  add,  that  through  thefe  chan¬ 
nels  it  muft  have  foon  reached 
Ireland.  For  this  country  profef- 
fed  a  religion  perfedtly  correfpond- 
ing  with  the  Britifh,  which,  through 
every  age,  cemented  the  inhabi¬ 
tants  of  both  Blands  in  the  bonds 
of  fraternal  regard,  fo  that  the  con¬ 
nection  be  ween  Ireland,  Cornwall, 
and  Wales,  was  very  intimate. 
Marc,  a  Cornifh  king,  married  La 
-  Bel  Ifod,  the  Monarch  of  Ireland’s 
daughter.  Conltantine,  another 
king,  became  a  monk  in  the  abbey 
of  Ratheney,  in  Wefhneath.  Ed- 
w&L  ap  Meiric,  Iago  ap  Edwal, 
and  Conal  ap  Iago,  Welch  princes, 
were  efpoufed  in  Ireland.  u  The 
people  of  Cornwall,”  fays  Cam¬ 
den,  u  have  always  borne  fuch 
veneration  for  Irifli  faints,  who 
retired  there,  that  almoft  all  their 
towns  have  been  confecrated  to 
their  memory.” 

“  St.  Patrick  is  born  in  Taburnia 
in  Cornwall;  his  mother  is  Con- 
cheffa,  a  French  woman  of  Tours. 
Others  make  him  a  native  of  Air- 
mu  ire, ‘  or  Armorica.  From  this 
I  region  he  and  his  filter  Lupita  are 
carried  away  by  Irifli  pirates.  On 
*  his  return  from  Rome  he  preaches 
in  Cornwall ;  and  Fingar  and  other 
Irifli  faints  travel  to  Armorica  and 
Cornwall.  In  a  council  held  by 
Bt.  Patrick,  all  the  unconverted  Irifli 
are  baptized,  and  fo  violent  a  reli¬ 
gious  paroxifm  feizes  them,  that 
thirty  thoufand,  divided  into  three 
bodies,  begin  a  pilgrimage  with  the 
pint’s  benediction  to  Rome  and 


Jerufalem,  and  other  parts  of  Eu¬ 
rope,  Aha,  and  Africa.  Here  is  a 
palpable  forgery,  fimilar  to  one 
mentioned  by  Mr.  Warton,  calcu¬ 
lated  to  countenance  the  crufades, 
and  determines  the  date  of  this' 
fiCtion  to  the  twelfth  century.  The 
learned  Jefuit  Bolandus,  from  a  ju¬ 
dicious  and  critical  examination  of 
our  legends,  (well  worth  perufal) 
pronounces  their  fabrication,  to  be 
about  the  twelfth  century. 

u  Our  romantic  hifiory  is  much 
later ;  almoft  every  page  in  Keating 
fupplies  new  proofs.  Thus  he  in¬ 
forms  us,  u  when  Milefius  arrived 
in  Spain,  he  found  the  Spaniards  in 
the  moft  deplorable  circumftances, 
over-run  by  Goths,  who  with 
other  foreigners  ranfacked  the 
whole  country.  He  fummoned  all 
his  Gadehans,  defeated  the  Goths 
in  fifty-four  battles,  and  quite 
drove  them  out  of  the  kingdom.”1 
This  perverted  piece  of  hiftory 
evidently  refers  to  the  expulfion 
of  the  Saracens  from  Spain  in  the 
beginning  of  the  fixteenfh  century. 
It  admits  of  the  clearefl  proof,  that 
the  fifteenth  and  fixteenth  centuries 
were  the  ages  fruitful  in  fuppofi- 
titious  writings.  In  thefe  periods 
the  celebrated  literary  impoflures 
of  Berofus,  Philo,  Cato,  HeClor 
Boethius,  and  others,  appeared.  Tri- 
themius,  an  ecclefiaftic  of  fome 
learning  in  the  fifteenth  century, 
gives  a  plaufible  lift  of  ideal  French 
princes  from  their  firft  departure 
from  Troy,  which  he  allures  us 
was  taken  from  an  ancient  author 
named  Hunibald.  Frederic,  elec¬ 
tor  of  Saxony,  writ  to  Trithemius, 
r« quelling  Hunibald  might  be  fent 
to  him,  but  Trithemius  had  no 
way  to  fereen  his  forgery  and  evade 
a  compliance,  but  by  faying,  he 
was  not  in  pOiTeflion  of  the  MS. 
having  changed  his  refidence  from 
~  L  4  Hitchau 
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Hitchau  to  Wurtzhurg,  fo  that  it 
was  juftly  concluded,  u  Que  cet 
auteur  pretendu  eft  de  la  propre 
fabrique  de  Tritheme.” 

u  Whoever  will  confult  Florian 
del  Campo,  Tarapha,  Pedro  Mexia, 
Pineda,  and  other  Spanifti  chroni¬ 
clers,  will  quickly  perceive  that 
they  fupplied  the  later  bards  and 


Keating  with  materials  for  enlarging; 


o 

they 


the  Milefian  tale,  w 
adorned  with  poetical  fcraps  and 
inventions  cf  their  own.  Of  found 
judgment,  un warped  by  falfe  pa- 
triotifm  or  national  prejudice,  the 
learned  Barthollne  defires  his  read¬ 
ers  to  be  extremely  cautious  in 
ftudying  the  Icelandic  hiftorians, 
and  not  to  be  impoLd  on  by  their 


Fornum  Bokum,  or  old  books,  nor 


by  their  Fornurn  Sagum,  or  ancient 
traditions,  for  he  found  both  fluffed 
with  abfurdities  and  fidtions  Let 
us  with  the  fame  caution  examine 
our  fenachies,  elfe  we  may  embrace 
puerile  ftories  and  idle  fictions,  ri¬ 
valling  the  Fornum  Bokum  or  For¬ 


num  Sagum  of  Iceland. 


u  What  a  deplorable  inftance 
then  is  it  of  mental  debility  and  mif- 
applicd  erudition  to  defend  fictions, 
co  defied  to  be  fuch  by  thofe  who 
record  them  ?  Nennius.,  though  he 
gives  us  the  Milefian  tale,  and  is 
the  oldeft  relater  of  it,  yet  tells  us, 
there  was  no  certain  hiftory  of  the 
origin  of  the  Scots.  How  can  the 
effefil  of  this  candid  confefiion 

be  evaded  ?  .He  confujted - - 

peritiriimos,  Scotorum — the  mod 
fkilfut  Irifh  antiquaries,  and  they 


told  mm  the  ftory  of  Pharoah’s 
fon-in-law,  his  expuliion  from 
Egypt,  his. travels  through  Africa 
to  Spam,  and  from  thence  to  Ire¬ 
land  ;  and  a.l  tais  two  thou  fan d 
years  after  me  deffruaion  of  the 
Egyptians  in  the  Red  Sea.  If  this 
v  as  the  ff&i.e  of  irifh  hiftory-  in  the 
ninth  century,  and  fuch  the  mate¬ 


rials  for  it,  was  time  or  enquiry  A 
likely  to  improve  either,  particu¬ 
larly  as  the  heft  critics  affine  us, 
there  are  no  Irifh  MSS  older  than 
the  tenth  or  eleventh  century?  But 
what  eftablifhes  the  veracity  of 
Nennius,  in  declaring  we  had  no 
hi  ftory,  is,  that  Gildas,  who  ftou- 
rifhed  almoft  three  hundred  years 
before  him,  affhres  us,  that  if  there 
were  any  national  records,  they 
were  either  burnt  -or  carried  away 
by  enemies,  for  none  appeared  in 
the  fixth  century.  Fbrdun  makes 
the  fame  complaint  in  his  Scoti- 
chronrcon  r,  he  cannot  determine 
the  times  of  the  reigns  of  the  -Scot- 
tifh  kings  between  the  two  Fer- 
gufes  ;  Why  ?  Becaufe  there  were 
no  authentic  memorials  of  them. 

61  It  was  the  uncertainty  of  tra¬ 
dition  and  the  want  of  literary  mo- 

J  * 

_  nutrients  that  drove  weak  men  to 
the  iinrepu table  '  and.  difingemipus  * 
fhift  of  forging  authorities. 

44  Such  then  feejms  to  .me  the 
origin  and  grounds  of  Irifh  ro¬ 
mantic  hiftory,  a  fubjedl  of  little 
curio fity  and  lefs  valueftyet  necef- 
fary  to  be  thoroughly  examined  to 
be  for  ever  exploded.  In  this  en¬ 
lightened  age  it  can  require  no 
apology  for  expofing  this  wild 
chaos  of  abfurdity  and  fable  :  as  it 
Lands  at  prefen t'  it  reflects  no  ho¬ 
nour  on  our  native  country,  nor 
can  its  annihilation  in  the  legft  in¬ 
jure  it.  But*  a  ftrenuGus  fupport 
of  bardic  tales,  the  offspring  of  1 
licentious  fancies  in  rude  and  ig-  < 
norant  ..ages,  would,  in  the  eyes  of 
foreigners,  degrade  our  national 


o  y  *  £> 

undei  Landing,  and  fuggeft  how  - 
flow  our  advances  have  been  in 


fetters  and  civility. . 

44  Are  we  then  totally  to  rejedl 
Irifh  hiftory  and  Irifli  antiquities 
as  unde  few  Kg  notice  or  hiveftti- 
gatioft  t  ’.Fo  tills  I  anfvver  with 
confidence,  that  fo  far  as  the  one 
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is  fupported  by  authentic  records, 
and  the  other  by  exiRing  monu¬ 
ments,  they  are  as  curious  and  in- 
tereRing  as  thofe  of  any  other 
country,  not  claifical,  or  the  feat 
of  a  great  empire.  The  formation 
of  the  IriPa  alphabet ;  the  etymo¬ 
logy  and  analogy  of  the  language ; 
the  Rate  of  our  literature  from  the 
fixth  to  the  ninth  century ;  our 
round  towers  and  Rone-roofed 
crypts ;  the  origin  and  progrefs  of 


t  v 


it* 


w 
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ChriRianity  in  this  ifle ;  our  an¬ 
cient  laws  and  coins  *  our  Ikill  in 
metallurgy,  and  the  lapidary's  and 
eoldfmith’s  arts,  with  the  remains 
of  our  primitive  fuperRition,  all 
foliciting  our  attention  and  illus¬ 
tration  by  numberlefs  monuments 
every  where  to  be  found,  are  topics 
that  would  abundantly  exercife  the 
ingenuity  and  erudition  of  the  phi- 
loioger,  the  grammarian,  arcliitedh, 
theologian,  and  antiquary 
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OBSERVATIONS  relative  to  the  IMPORTANCE,  and  proper  Mode, 
of  pruning  ORCHARDS,  communicated  to  Air.  MORE,  by 
THOMAS  SKIP  DYOT  BUCKNALL,  Esc^ 

[From  the  Eleventh  Volume  of  the  Transactions  of  the  Society, 
for  the  Encouragement  of  Arts,  Manufactures,  and  Com¬ 
merce.]  ' 


*4  T^HE  bark  of  trees,  properly 
confidered,  coniifts  of  three 
divifions  :  the  outer,  rough ;  the 
middle,  foft  and  fpungy;  the  inner, 
a  whitifh  rind,  being  that  which 
joins  the  bark  to  the  wood ;  and 
this  laft  is  fuppofed  to  contain 
the  liquid  fap.  It  is  conftantly  ob- 
ferved,  that  when  the  Item  of  the 
tree  grows  too  fall  for  the  bark,  it 
caufes  blotches  and  lacerations ; 
which  evil  is  properly  avoided  by 
fcoring  the  bark  with  a  fharp  knife  ; 
but  care  fhould  be  taken  not  to  cut 
through  the  whitifh  rind  before- 
mentioned;  for  that  heals  very  dif¬ 
ficultly,  generally  ulcerates,  and 
by  being  cut  through,  gives  the  in¬ 
fers  an  opportunity  of  getting  be¬ 
tween  the  wood  and  the  bark, 
where  they  are  very  deftrudlive. 

44  Any  furgeon  knows  that  a 
Wound  extending  to  the  fine  mem¬ 
brane,  covering  the  bones  of  the 
human  body,  requires  much  more 
fkill  to  cure  than  a  he  fa  wound  ; 
and  the  cafe  is  fimilar. 

44  Pruning  is  an  important  arti¬ 
cle  with  regard  to  the  health  of 


trees,  and  their  bearing;  and  if 
judicioufly  done,  they  will  come 
into  bearing  fooner,  and  continue 
in  vigour  for  nearly  double  their 
common  age  :  but  the  fyflems  of 
pruning  are  fo  wordy,  that  the 
common  farmer  cannot  underfland 
them  ;  and  the  gardener  thinks  the 
orchard  beneath  his  care,  for  which 
reafon  it  is  left  to  nature  and  the 
winds  ;  for  the  farmer,  afraid  of 
doing  wrong,  never  troubles  him-, 
felf  about  it,  unlefs,  feeing  a  branch 
half  broken,  he  takes  his  bill  and 
knocks  it  off,  perhaps  four  or  five 
inches  from  the  trunk,  leaving  an 
uniightly  flump.  Do  not  imagine 
this  is  intended  as  any  reproach; 
for  there  are  no  fet  of  men  who 
fpend  their  time  more  judicioufly 
jn  their  vocation ;  but  they  cannot 
run  into  fpeculations  ;  if  they  did, 
little  rent  would  be  paid.  I  give  no 
attention  to  fruit  branches,  and  wood 
branches,  as  being  unneceffary  in  the 
prefent  in  fiance  ;  and  beg  once  for 
ail,  that  no  branch  (hall  ever  befhortr 
ened,  unlefs  for  the  figure  of  the  tree, 
and  then  conflantly  taken  off  clofe 

‘  ‘ •  '  3t 
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it  the  reparation,  by  which  means 
:he  wound  foon  heals.  The  m6re 
the  range  of  the  branches  fhoot  cir¬ 
cularly ,  a  little  inclining  upwards, 
the  more  equally  will  the  fap  be 
fiftributed,  and  the  better  will  the 
tree  bear ;  for,  from  that  circnm- 
llance,  the  fap  is  more  evenly  im¬ 
pelled  to  every  part.  Do  not  let 
the  ranges  of  branches  be  too  near 
each  other ;  for  remember,  all  the 
fruit  and  the  leaves  fliould  have 
their  full  fhare  of  the  fun;  and 
where  it  fuits,  let  the  middle  of  the 
tree  be  free  from  wood,  fo  that  no 
branch  (hall  ever  crofs  another, 
but  all  the  extreme  ends  point 
outwards. 

44  The  belt  compliment  your 
neighbour  can  make  is,  that  your 
trees  are  handfome,  but  too  thin  of 
wood  :  be  it  fo  ;  and  you  may  fay, 
True,  farmer;  but  I  have  the  bell 
price  at  market,  and  that  will  al¬ 
ways  be  the  fure  teft  of  perfec¬ 
tion. 

“  My  tenant,  Mr.  Boulding, 
planted  the  orchard  in  1772:  be¬ 
ing  on  a  rich  foil,  it  throve  fur- 
prifingly.  That  vigorous  growth 
Toccalioned  the  after  decay  ;  for  the 
wind  having  great  power  over 
them,  fplit  them  down  ;  the  lad¬ 
ders,  in  gathering,  broke  them  ; 
the  wood  being  foft,  many  caufes 
concurred  to  injure  them;  and  the 
injudicious  maimer  in  which  the 
lacerations  were  taken  oh',  added 
to  the  evil ;  for  there  generally  fob 
Ipws  gum  from  a  wound,  which 
being  fweet  in  fruit-bearing  trees, 
the  wound  becomes  tilled  with  ver¬ 
min,  which  obftniffs  the  healing, 
by  their  conftanriy  eating  and  fret¬ 
ting  the  young  bark. 

46  Being  informed  of  the  fitua- 
tiqn  the  orchard  was  in,  I  went 
down  in  the  fpring  of  1790,  and 
found  the  branches  fo  intermixed 
and  entangled  together,  that  in 


many  places  they  had  cut  each 
other  nearly  half  through j  caufing 
wounds  and  blotches  ;  which,  on 
the  return  of  the  fap  in  the  fpring, 
always  affe<£ts  the  leaves,  by  in¬ 
clining  them  to  curl,  and  is  a  proof 
that  the  fap  is  vitiated. 

44  Having  examined  the  circum- 
ffances,  I  told  the  tenant  I  would 
come  down  in  the  autumn,  when 
proper  perfons  mull  be  found  to 
execute  the  bufinefs,  and  we  would 
reinftate  the  orchard,  and  bring  it 
to  its  former  fplendor ;  for  it  Ihould 
be  obferved,  the  orchard  ufed  to 
be  much  admired.  Accordingly,  I 
went  the  hr  If  Tuefday  in  Novem¬ 
ber,  and  for  two  hours  walked 
over  the  ground  with  the  men,  in- 
flru cling  them  what  I  would  have 
done,  that  we  might  begin  the  next 
morning,  work  with  fpirit,  and 
-lofe  no  time.  We  had  laws,  bills, 
and  knives,  prepared  on  purpofe  ; 
and,  though  I  am  a  gdod  hand  my- 
felf,  foon  perceived  neither  of  us 
could  cut  true  enough  with  a  bill 
to  take  off  the  branch,  without 
leaving  a  flump  or  improper 
wound;  for  it  is  effentially  necef- 
fary  that  every  branch  fliould  be 
cut  perfeftly  clofe  and  fmooth ;  for 
which  reafon  we  took  the  faws, 
and  afterwards  fmoothed  the  place 
with  a  knife.  My  fervant’s  bufi- 
nefs  was,  with  a  painter’s  brufli  to 
fmear  over  the  wounds  with  a  me¬ 
dicated  tar  hereafter  defcribed.  ; 

f4  It  is  impoffibie  the  bark  caijt 
grow  over  a  flump,  becaufe  there 
is  no  power  to  draw  the  fap  that 
way  ;  for  which  reafon  always  cut 
a  little  within  the  wood.  J  was 
cenftantly  directing  to  cut  quick, 
clofe,  and  fmooth:  we  kept  to¬ 
gether,  fir  it  walked  round  the  tree  ; 
then  I  pointed  out  every  branch 
that  came  near  to  the  ground  or 
had  received  any  material  injury,  or 
where,  the  leaves  were  much  curl¬ 
ed  : 
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ed ;  for  where  the  leaves  curl,  the 
fruit  is  always  fpecky ;  and  every 
branch,  which  had  the  dealt  ten¬ 
dency  to  crofs  the  tree  or  run  in¬ 
wards,  w7as  taken  off.  Then  we 
gave  a  little  attention  to  the  beauty 
of  the  head,  leaving  all  the  branches 
as  nearly  equidiftant  as  poffible  : 
next  we  examined  if  there  were  any 
remaining  blotches,  opening  or 
fcoring  them  with  a  knife  ;  and 
where  the  bark  was  ragged  from 
any  laceration,  paring  it  gently 
down  till  we  came  to  the  live 
wood.  Each  of  thefe  was  touched 
over  with  the  medicated  tar. 

44  Having  gone  thus  far,  we 
fhould  have  rubbed  off  the  mofs 
and  fco'red  the  trees :  but  I  had 
not  time  for  that  part  of  the  buff- 
nefs ;  I  only  wifh  I  had  Secured  a 
perfon  on  purpofe.  In  the  cut¬ 
ting  we  followed  .the  furgeons’  rule  ; 
go  to  the  quick,  but  do  not  wan¬ 
tonly  make  any  wound  larger  than 
neceffary. 

44  We  fometimes  had  our  doubts 
whether  a  particular  branch  fhould 
be  taken  off.  The  idea  I  brought 
it  under  was  this :  conlider  whe¬ 
ther  it  will  be  in  the  way  three 
years  hence  ;  if  it  will,  the  fooner 
it  is  off  the  better. 

4b  When  trees  are  much  thinned, 
they  are  fubjedl  to  throw  out  great 
quantity  of  young  fhoots  in  the 
fpring,  which  I  requeued  the  te¬ 
nants  to  be  particularly  careful  to 
rub  off :  it  is  neceffary  that  they  be 
rubbed,  and  not  cut ;  for  cutting 
increafes  the  number. 

44  As  our  work  drew  near  a  con- 
cluffon,  one  of  the  tenants  faid, 
We  underhand  our  buffnefs  fo 
well,  that  I  wifh  we  had  another 
job ;  upon  which  my  fervant  ob- 
ferved,  You  had  better  keep  in 
your  own  parifh,  for  the  people  are 
much  dmatisflpd.  The  truth  is,  we 
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had  no  comforters  ;  for  the  coun¬ 
try  was  againft  us.  If  the  land  had 
been  under  my  own-  culture,  I 
fhould  have  taken  off  half  as  much 
more;  but  I  did  not  choofe  to  of¬ 
fend  the  perfons  whom  I  wifhedto 
inftrudLv 

44  I  went  down  again,  in  the 
fpring  of  1791,  to  fee  the  effedl, 
and  found  the  tenants  much  pleaf- 
ed  with  the  operation,  and  did  not 
find  one  wound  in  an  hundred  but 
what  was  in  a  clear  healing  ff'ate  :■ 
and  the  healing  of  the  wounds  is 
the  buffnefs  ;  for  nothing  but  prey 
judice  can  make  a  perfon  think, 
that  a  tree  overloaded  with  wood 
will  produce  good  fruit :  you  may 
as  well  expedt  a  crop  of  large  tur- 
neps  without  hoeing;  and  I  am  iff 
great  hopes  that  priming  will  be-' 
come  as  general  as  hoeing;  and  I 
am  fure  it  is  as  neceffary. 

44  The  medicated  tar  above  men¬ 
tioned,  as  ufed  in  the  foregoing  ex- 
periments,  was  compofed  of  one 
quarter  of  an  ounce  of  corrofive 
fubiimate,  reduced  to- fine  powder, 
by  beating  with  a  wooden  ham¬ 
mer,  and  then  put  into  a  three-pint 
earthen  pipkin,  with  about  a  glafs' 
full  of  gin,  or  other  fpirit,  ffirred 
well  together,  and  the  fubiimate 
thus  diffolved.  The  pipkin  was‘ 
then  filled,  by  degrees,  with  vege¬ 
table  or  common  tar,  and  conffant- 
ly  ffirred,  till  the  mixture  was 
blended  together  as  intimately  as' 
poffible  ;  and  this  quantity  will,  at' 
any  time,  be  fufficient  for  two  hun¬ 
dred  trees. 

44  To  prevent  danger,  let  the  cor- 
roffve  fubiimate-- be  mixed  with, the 
tar  as  quickly  as  poffible,  after  it  is 
purcbafed;  for,  being  of  a  very 
poifonous  nature  to  ail  animals,  it 
fhould  not  be  Differed  to  lie  about 
a  ho  ufe,  for  fear  of  mifchief  to' 
feme  part  of  the  family.” 

Si*” 
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“Sir, 

“  THIS  is  to  certify,  that  our  fa- 
her  planted  the  orchard,,  about  the 
fear  1773,  on  an  old  hop-ground, 
vith  apples  and  cherries,  and  took 
meat  care  of  it ;  and  the  trees  qrew 

3  1  O 

wonderfully  ;  but  by  being  fuffer- 
;d  to  run  with  little  pruning,  and 
:he  branches  breaking  bv  the  wind 
uid  other  caufes,  the  trees  became 
railed,  and  were  decayed;  which 
>eing  mentioned  to  our  landlord, 
Mr.  Thomas  Skip  Bucknally  he 
:ame  down  the  firft  Tuelclav  in 

J 

Movember,  1790,  and  walked  over 
lie  orchard  with  us,  and  an  expe¬ 
rienced  woodman,  for  two  hours, 
riving  his  inftrudions  how  he 
would  have  the  work  done ;  and  we 
>egan  at  day-light  the  next  morn- 
ng,  and  kept  conftantly  to  our 
work  until  the  Saturday  night  fol¬ 
lowing. 

“  The  progrefs  was  thus  :  we 

tood  and  examined  the  tree,  then 

rut.  out  every  branch  any  way  de- 

:ayed  or  galled,  or  where  there 

ippeared  any  curled  leaves.  That 

being  done,  we  thinned  the  tree  to 

jive  it  a  uniform  head,  and  that 

be  air  and  fun  might  freely  pafs 

hrouvh  :  afterwards,  we  took  off 

ill  the  flumps  which  had  been  in- 

udicioufly  cut  before.  We  never 

hortened  a  branch,  but  took  it  off 

:lpfe  to  where  it  fliot  out  from  the 

>ther  part  of  the  tree. 

t.  “  Mr.  Bucknall  conflantlv  attend- 

* 

d,  and  was  determined  that  we 
hould  cut  clofe,  fmooth,  and  even, 
lolding  the  left  hand  under  the 
•ranch,  that  it  fhould  not  fliiver  the 
•ark.  We  alfo  took  off  every  branch 
fhich  crofted  the  tree,  leaving  none 
ut  thofe  whofe  extreme  branches 
mded  outwards.  Wewere  fome- 
mes  in  doubt  whether  a  branch 
lould  be  taken,  off  or  not.  The 
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rule  Mr.  Bucknall  effablifhed  was, 
Confider,  will  that  branch  be  in 
the  way  three  years  hence :  if  it 
will,  the  fooner  it  is  cut  the 
better ;  and  it  is  furprifing  how 
foon  we  got  into  fuch  a  method, 
that  we  went  on  with  as  much  un¬ 
concern,  as  with  any  of  the  com¬ 
mon  labours  of  the  field.  A  fervant 
was  employed  to  fmooth,  with  a 
knife,  ail  the  places  where  the  faw 
had  been,  and  to  rub  them  over 
with  the  medicated  tar;  and  that 
was  done  diredly,  that  the  wind 
fhould  not  dry  or  fplit  the  wood. 
Formerly,  when  we  ufed  to  take 
off  a  large  branch  or  two,  the 
wounds  generally  cankered  ;  which 
made  us  leave  them  in  the  encum¬ 
bered  ftate  they  were  in,  rather 
than  run  any  hazard  ;  but,  to  our 
great  furprife,  the  wounds,  after 
this  operation,  all  healed ;  which 
we  can  no  other  way  account  for, 
but  from  what  Mr.  Bucknall  fays, 
that  the  medication  deftroys  the 
vermin,'  and  by  cutting  quite  clofe 
to  the  remaining  branch,  the  flow 
of  the  fap  draws  the  Tides  of  the 
wounds  together.  Be  that  as  it 
may,  the  trees  are  perfectly  heal¬ 
ed  ;  and  we  are  fo  well  fatisfied, 
that  we  intend  to  thin  Tome  of 
the  trees  a  little  more  next  autumn, 
and  flroiigly  recomfaend  the  prac¬ 
tice. 

u  With  regard  to  the  fruit,  la  it 
year  was  a  failing  year  in  the  coun¬ 
ty  ;  but  we  had  as  much  as  our 
neighbours,  and  the  fruit  was  cer¬ 
tainly  clearer  from  fpecks.  We 
were  alfo  direded  to  he  very  care¬ 
ful  to  rub  off  all  the  fuckers  which 
might  come  out  in  the  fpring,  and 
did  it  accordingly.-  All  the. trees 
have  bloomed  exceedingly  fine, 
and  per  fed  ly  ftrong  and  healthy. 
Should  any  further  circum  fiance 
occur,  we  will  inform  the  fociety 

of 
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of  it.  We  are,  with  great  re- 
fpedt, 

Sir, 

Your  obedient  humble  fervants, 

Robert  Boulding. 

James  Boulding,” 

Sittingbourne , 

May  27,  1792. 

Mr.  More. 

44  Sir, 

44  THIS  is  to  certify  to  the  focietv 

J  y 

for  the  encouragement  of  arts, 
manufactures,  and  commerce,  that, 
fbme  time  fince,  I  apprifed  Mr. 
Bucknall,  that  his  orchard,  in  the 
occupation  of  Mrs.  Boulding,  lying 
in  this  place,  was  in  a  very  declin¬ 
ing  Hate;  and  in  autumn,  1789, 
having  fpme  bufmefs  with  him,  I 
again  repeated  to  him  my  thoughts 
relative  thereto  ;  and  that,  if  fome- 
thin^was  not  done  to  recover  the 
trees,  I  fufpedled  that  great  part,  if 
not  all  of  them,  would  certainly  die. 
In  the  following  fpring,  Mr.  Buck¬ 
nall  came  to  Sittingbourne,  and 
pointed  out  to  the  Mr.  Boitld- 
ings  (Mrs.  Boulding’s  fons)  and  my- 
felf,  that  where  there  was  any 
blotch  on  the  tree,  or  the  bark 
fevered  therefrom,  the  wound  was 
full  of  vermin  ;  which,  he  faid, 
was  the  caufe  of  the  trees  doing  fo 
badly  ;  and  thereupon  undertook  to 
prune  one  of  them,  and  ufed  a 
medicine  he  bought  in  the  town  ; 
but  foon  breaking  his  knife,  little 
was  done.  He  faid,  he  could  eafily 
reinftate  the  trees,  and  bring  them 
to  health;  and,  if  Mrs.  Boulding 
would  find  three  or  four  men,  that 
he  would  come  down  again  and 
prune  them,  and  would  beanfwer- 
able  the  trees  fliould  not  fuftain  any 
injury. 

44  Accordingly,  when  Mr.  Buck- 
nrll  came  down  again,  sjid  primed 
the  trees,  I  attended  whilfl  fbveral 
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were  done,  and  faw  them  all  a ft& 
they  were  done;  but.muft  men¬ 
tion,  in  juflice  to  my  own  vera* 
citv,  that  I  thought  they  made  the 
trees  appear  too  much  like  fcare- 
crows.  But  now  the  trees  have 
good  heads,  and  are  very  full  of 
fruit  ;  I  think,  far  beyond  the  crop 
in  general ;  and  the  wounds  healed, 
except  three  or  four  cherry-trees, 
which  wrere  fo  far  gone,  that  Mr. 
Bucknall  did  not  choofe  to  touch 
them ;  and  they  are  now  almofl 
dead. 

44  I  have  but  one  more  obfer- 
vation  to  make,  and  that  I  wifli  to 
imprefs  upon.  the  minds  of  the  So¬ 
ciety  :  that,  in  walking  over  the 
orchard  this  day,  there  is  no  one 
branch  fliortened ;  and  I  now  fee, 
that  the  merit  of  the  pruning  con- 
fifts  in  deflroying  the  vermin, 
keeping  the  branches  at  a  due  di- 
fiance,  and  leaving  the  extreme 
fhoots  perfect,  that'  the  tree  may 
grow  as  round  and  large  as  poflible. 

I  have  the  honour  to  be,. 

Sir, 

Your  very  humble  fervant, 

Br.  Faussett, 
Attorney  at  Law.’* 

Sittingbourne , 

May  27,  1792. 

Mr.  More. 

44  Sir, 

44  THIS  is  to  certify,  that  I  have 
been  long  acquainted  with  the  or¬ 
chards  planted  by  the  late  Mr. 
Thomas  Boulding,  on  the  lands  of 
Thomas  Skip  Bucknall,  efq.  con¬ 
taining'  about  fix  acres,  fituated  in 
the  parifh  of  Sittingbourne  ;  that 
the  trees  throve  well  for  fome 
time— I  fuppofe,  for  the  firfl  ten 
or  twelve  years.  After  that  time, 
many  died,  and  many  were  wounded 
with  the  canker  in  the  bark,  from 

tiie 
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the  bottom  of  the  body  even  to 
the  top  arms :  and  the  orchards, 
though  in  an  infant  Rate,  feemed 
going  very  faft  to  decay  (though 
as  well  managed  as  any  in  the 
neighbourhood  the  whole  time) .  In 
November  1790,  Mr.  Bucknall 
came  to  Sittingbourne,  and  was  le- 
veral  days  aihfting  and  directing 
his  own  fervants,  and  Mrs.  Bould- 
■ing’s  people,  in  pruning  the  trees. 
After  pruning,  a  medical  prepara¬ 
tion  was  applied  to  the  wounds  : 
the  work  feemed  to  be  well  done ; 
but  it  was  the  opinion  of  many, 
that  the  trees  were  thinned  too 
much. 

“  I  have  feveral  times  fince  view¬ 
ed  the  trees;  and,  by  his  defire, 
went  over  the  orchards  this  morn¬ 
ing.  I  find  the  greateft  part  of 
the  trees  in  a  very  good  thriving 
way :  thofe  that  were  in  a  very  bad 
Rate  feem  recovering  fall ;  the 
wounds  in  the  bark,  and  thofe  oc- 
cafioned  by  pruning,  are  healing 
very  faft.  I  am  fo  convinced  of 
the  propriety  of  the  treatment,  that 
I  intend  pradtifing  the  fame  myfelf. 
I  beg  my.refpefts  to  the  Society; 
and  am,  Sir, 

Your  moft  humble  fervant, 

John  Lake.’5 

Bap  child.  May  28,  1792. 

Mr.  More. 


Sir, 

u  IN  anfwer  to  your  requeft  of 
the  13th  ult.  concerning  the  pre- 
fent  ftate  of  the  orchard  which  I 
now  occupy,  as  tenant,  and  under 
the  diredlion  of  Thomas  Skip 
Bucknall,  efq. 

“  The  orchard  is  now  in  good 
condition ;  and,  by  experience,  I 
highly  approve  of  pruning  the 
trees :  though  this  laft  feafon  was 
very  unfavourable  for  all  kinds  of 
fruits,  ftill  the  fruit,  the  produce 
of  this  feafon,  far  exceeds  the 
quality  of  that  of  my  neighbours. 
The  Flemifh  cherry  was  every 
tree  blighted,  owing  to  the  fharp 
frofty  mornings,  when  in  bloom ; 
therefore  produced  nb  fruit  this 
year.  The  produce  of  the  Eng- 
lifh  cherry,  Mayduke,  amber- 
heart,  Turkey-heart,  white-heart, 
and  black -heart,  very  large,  fine, 
and  plentiful,  far  exceeding  that 
of  my  neighbours.  The  apples  far 
exceed  all  this  part  of  the  county ; 
the  produce  plentiful,  and  very 
fins  in  quality ;  free  from  fpecks, 
and  of  a  fine  fize ;  that  of  my 
neighbours,  the  produce  fm  all,  fruit 
fmall,  and  very  fpecky ;  therefore, 
of  a  very  bad  quality. 

I  am,  Sir, 

Your  obedient  Servant, 
Robert  Boulding.” 

Sittingbourne,  Nov.  17?  r792* 

Mr.  More. 
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[From  the  Reveries  of  Solitude,  by  the  Author  of  Columella, 

Eugenius,  &x»] 

“  r-pHERE  is  no.complaint  more  nefs,  and  extravagance,  are  reckon- 
1  general  than  that  of  the  ill  ed  by  many  people  among!!  the 
behaviour  and  depravity  of  fer-  greatek  vexations  of  life,  info- 

vants.  Their  negligence,  idle-  much,  that  we  frequently  hear 

“  4J  g  gentlemen 
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gentlemen  declare,  that  they  had 
rather  wait  on  themfelves,  than 
"be  plagued  with  the  ftupidity  or 
infolence  of  their  domedics. 

“  Now,  as  human  nature  is  much 
the  fame  in  all  ranks  of  life,  there 
mud  be  fome  latent  caufe  of  this 
extenfive  evil,  either  in  the  date  of 
fervitude  itfelf,  or  in  the  exercile 
of  that  authority  which  the  fuperior 
ftation  of  the  mader  gives  him  over 
the  fervant :  I  am  inclined,  from 
frequent  obfervation,  to  place  it, 
in  general,  to  the  account  of  the 
latter  circum nance. 

u  It  is  become  aim  of!  proverbial, 
that,  u  a  good  mafler  makes  a  good 
fervant.”  There  is  no  temper  fo 
obdinate  or  un tractable  as  not  to 
yield  to  the  force  of  kinclnefs  and 
humanity  >  as,  on  the  other  hand, 
there  is  no  one  fo  meek  or  fub- 
miffive  as  not  to  revolt  againft  con- 
tinual  iil-ufage  and  oppreiiion.  Of 
this  truth  I  fee  daily  inftances  ;  and 
my  two  friends,  Pufillus  and  Pom¬ 
pilius,  will  furnifli  me  with  a  re¬ 
cent  example. 

A 

44  Pufillus  had  taken  into  his 
fervice  the  fon  of  an  honed  and 
indudrious  cottager,  a  durdy  lad 
about  fifteen — an  age  when  ini¬ 
quity  begins  to  bud,  and  if  fodered 
by  idlenefs,  or  not  checked  by 
wholefome  difcipline,  foon  gets 
beyond  controul.  His  mader,  how¬ 
ever,  kept  him  condantly  employ 
ed,  and  treated  him  with  a  proper 
mixture  of  drictnefs  and  indul¬ 
gence ;  and  as  the  youth  had  good 
principles  inflilled  into  him  by  his 
parents,  Petei  foon  became  an  ex¬ 
cellent  fervant. 

4‘  Encouraged  by  his  neighbour’s 
fuccefs,  Pompilius  took  another 
fon  of  the  fame  indudrious  family, 
who  was  a  year  younger  than  his 
brother,  but  equally  flout,  good- 
tempered,  and  well-difpofed.  Tain 


was  highly  pleafed  with  his  pre¬ 
ferment  ;  and  as  his  mader  lived 
in  rather  a  more  fplendid  dvle,  and 
gave  a  more  fhewy  livery  than’ 
Pufillus,  and  -alfo-  thinking  it  be¬ 
neath  him  to  give  too  minute  an 
attention  to  his  fervants,  allowed 
him  at  fird  more  idle  hours ;  Tom 
exulted  a  little  over  his  brother 
Peter,  and  excited  in  him  fomet* 
degree  of  envy.  After  a  little  time,  ^ 
however,  things  began  to  wear  a 
different  afpect ;  and  Tom  felt 
himfelf  not  quite  fo  happy  as  at 
fird  he  expected.  His  mader,  by  • 
degrees,  treated  him  with  more 
haughtinefs  and  feverity;  not  only 
called  him  names,  (as  Tom  in¬ 
dignantly  complained,)  fuch,  as 
C4  whore’s-bird  and  hang-gallows 
but  threatened  him  with  the  horfe- 
whip  for  involuntary  midakes  \ 
made  him  wait  in  the  dreet  for  an 
hour  with  his  horfes,  cfffed  him 
away  from  his  dinner,  fent  him  on 
errands  at  unfeafonable  hours  in 
the  night,  or  in  rain  or  fnow;  and 
after  all,  would  be-devil  and  he- 
d— -ran  him,' without  reafon  and" 
without  meafure  :  whereas  Pufillus 
(as  any  confiderate  mader  would 
do)  often  put  himfelf  to  fome  little 
inconvenience,  rather  than  expofe 
his  fervant,  without  abfolute  necef-. 
fity,  to  hardfhips  of  that  kind. 
But  what  are  fervants  paid  for? 
(cries  Pompilius  to  Pufillus,  whor 
would  fometimes  remondrate  with 
him  on  that  head.)  44  Oh  ;  he  is  a 
fad,  impudent,  dupid  dog,  (adds  he) 
and  will  never  make  a  fervant : 
when  Tom  perhaps  had  imperfectly 
executed  what  his  mader  had  not s 
condefcended  perfectly  to  explain. 

44  In  diort,  the  maftex  and  man 
feemed  to  live  in  a  date  of  perpe¬ 
tual  hoftiiity  :  the  mader  lying  in 
wait  for  an  opportunity  of  venting 
his  fpleen  on  his  fervant ;  who  m 
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lire  turn,  a&ing  on  no  principle  but 
that  of  fear,  Was  more  folicitous  to 
avoid  his  mailer’s  reproaches,  than 
to  execute  his  commands,  and  gain 
his  good-will.  Pompilius  indeed 
never  fpoke  to  Tom,  but  to 
abufe  him :  and  as  fervants  have 
the  fame  feelings,  and,  where  they 
underftand  the  premifes,  reafon  ge¬ 
nerally  as  juffly  as  their  matters ; 
how  can  we  fuppofe,  that  fuch  a 
treatment  will  not  excite  refent- 
ment?  Accordingly  Tom  took 
every  opportunity  of  retaliating  on 
his  matter :  and,  as  fellow -fufferers 
naturally  fympathize  with  each 
j  other,  whenever  Tom  met  with 
fuch  a  one,  they  would  adjourn  to 
a  neighbouring  ale-houfe,  and  vent 
their  mutual  complaints :  this  gave 
his  matter  more  juft  pretences  to 
reproach  him,  and  would  foon  alfo 
have  brought  on  an  habit  of  drink - 
jing;  but,  on  fuffering  a  violent 
outrage  from  his  matter,  Tom  gave 
him  warning  that  he  fhould  quit  his 
place;  who  in  his  turn  difmifi'ed 
him  immediately,  and  refufed  to 
give  him  a  character:  luckily, 
however,  a  gentleman  in  the  neigh¬ 
bourhood,  who  was  on  no  terms 
with  Pompilius,  took  Tom  without 
a  ^hara&er,  and,  by  proper  treat¬ 
ment,  has  found  him  a  valuable  ac- 
quilition. 

u  Puftllus’s  man  Peter  likewife 
improves  daily  ;  his  matter  calmly 
iffues  out  his  orders ;  inftruCts  him 
in  his  -duty  ^  and  on  every  occa- 
fion,  convinces  Peter  that  he  has 
his  intereft  at  heart,  as  well  as  his 
©wn.  Peter,  on  the  other  hand, 
from  an  ambition  to  pleafe  his  maf- 
te.r,  does  many  things  voluntarily, 
and  without  waiting  for  his  matter’s 
commands;  and,  as  he  makes  his 
mailer’s  bufinefs  his  whole  ttudv, 
Pufillus  often  finds  his  account  in 
©onfulting  with  his  fervant,  who, 
*  1 793* 


as  far  as  his  capacity  extends,  fome- 
times  judges  better  than  his  matter. 
In  a  word,  Pompilius  proceeds  off 
the  tyrant’s  maxim,  “  Oderint  dum 
metuant;5’  let  them  hate  me,  fo 
that  they  fear  me.  Pufillus’s  max¬ 
im  is  the  reverfe,  u  Colant  me  po- 
tius  quam  timeanf;”  let.  them  re¬ 
verence  me,  rather  than  fear  me,' 
And  they  are  requited  according¬ 
ly*  . 

a  I  will  not  prefame  to  interfere 
with  the  ladies’  treatment  of  fer¬ 
vants  :  under  their  mild  arid  gentle 
fway,  their  female  attendants  are 
generally  made  their  friends  and 
confidants,  and  their  footmen  fome- 
times  experience  more  than  a  fra¬ 
ternal  affection :  and  I  am  perfuaded 
that,  in  this  age,  no  hfch  capricious 
tyrants  as  Congreve’s  Lady  With- 
fort,  or  other  chara&ers  of  that 
kind,  now  exitt. 

“  Neither  will  I  fay  any  thing  of 
the  fervants  in  the  more  elevated 
ranks  of  life ;  as  I  am  afraid  they 
fuffer  more  from  the  negleCt,-  of 
from  the  examples  of  their  matters, 
than  from  their  feverity  :  they  copy 
their  vices,  or  are  feduced,  by  the 
luxury  and  extravagance  which  too 
generally  prevails  in  fuch  families* 
to  become  luxurious  and  extravagant 
themfelves :  and  to  fupport  their 
extravagance,  when  fettled  in  the 
world,  they  become  difhonett,  and 
abandoned.  And  during  their  fer- 
vice,  as  they  are  kept  up  a  great 
part  of  the  night,  to  attend  their 
matters  at  the  gambling- hoal  fes*  or 
their  ladies  at  their  aflemblies  of 
different  kinds,  we  cannot  much 
blame  them,  if,  to  make  up  for 
their  lofs  of  reft,  they  feek  for 
amufements  not  more  innocent  thin 
thofe  of  their  fuperiors. 

u  Until  fome  reformation,  there¬ 
fore,  takes  place  in  the  manners  and 
modes  of  life  amongtt  the  higher 
M  .  circles, 
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circles,  in  vain  will  the  promoters 
of  Sunday  Schools,  Schools  of  In- 
duftry,  and  other  charitable  inftitu- 
tlons,  labour  to  reform  the  morals 
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of  the  lower  clafles  of  people,  which 
are  infallibly  corrupted  in  the  firft 
fafliionable  family  that  takes  them 
into  their  fervice.” 
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[From  the  Fourth  Volume  of  An  Asylum  for  Fugitive  Pieces,  &c.] 


Firji ,  or  Tory  Creed. 

“T  believe  in  the  infallibility  of 

1  all  Crowned  heads. 

“■  I  believe  in  the  infallibility  of 
the  Minifter  for  the  time  being, 

44  I  beiieve  in  William  Pitt  as 
the  maker  of  all  good  men. 

44  I  believe  in  the  perfection  and 
inviolability  of  the  Englifh  Con- 
Aitution,  as  now  adminiftered  ;  and 
I  think  it  a  damnable  herefy  to 
believe  that  it  can  be  amended. 

,,  44  I  believe  in  the  charity,  re¬ 
ligion,  and  virtues  of  the  church 
as  eftablifhed'  bv  law. 

44  1  believe  in  the  holinefs  of  all 
Bifhops — -in  the  necefiity  >  of  plu¬ 
ralities — in  the  advantages  of  tvthes 
■ — and  in  all  the  good  things  deuen- 
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cent  upon  High  Church  Govern¬ 
ment. 

44  I  believe  in  the  falvation  of 
Ted  Adts. 

44  I  belieye  in  the  virtue  of  cor¬ 
ruption,  without  which  there  can 
be  no  regeneration. 

44  I  believe  in  the  having  grace 
conferred  by  penhons  and  fine  cure 
places. 

4‘  I  believe  in  the  virtue  of 
riches,  and  vice  of  poverty— and  I 
believe  that  ail  men  who  do  not 
believe- as.  I  believe,  will,  or  ought 
to  De,  damned  m  fecula  fecuiorurm 
Amen.  • 

44  A  Cavalier  of  the 
Old  Court  Cut.” 


Second ,  or  Jacobinc  Creed . 

44  I  do  not  believe Jn  any  thing 
jthat  is  ancient,  fixed,  (table-  or 
permanent. 

44  I  believe  onlv  in  the  virtues 
of  change  and  experiment. 

44  I  believe  that  all  crowned 
heads  are  tygers,  prowling  for  prey. 

44  I  believe  that  all  Minifters 
are  jackals,  purveying  for  fuch 
tygers. 

44  I  believe  that  the  Englifh  Conn 
ftitution  is  bad,  will  be  worfe,  and 
ought  to  be  deftroyed. 

44  I  believe  that  it  is  wifer  to 
rufh  into  any  evils  that  may  await 
change,  than  to  attempt  to  mend 
what  is  amifs,  becaufe  life  is  not 
long  enough  to  wait  the  flow  pro¬ 
gress  of  reform. 

44  I  believe  that  all  good  go- 
vernments  are  made  only  for  the 
exifting  members,  and  that  they 
have  nothing  to  do  with  pofle- 
rity. 

44  I  believe  that  the  next  world 
has  nothing  to  do  with  us,  and 
co.nfequently  that  we  have  nothing 
to  do  with  the  next  world. 

<4  I  believe  that  every  rich  man 
is  a  rogue,  and  ought  to  be  poor. 

44 1  believe  that,  every  poor  man 
is  honeit,  and  oijght  to  be  rich.  . 

44  I  beiieve  in  the  Rights  of 
Man,  as  far  as  they  ferve  to  give  me 
a  right  to  live  independent  of  all 
contrcuh  as  a  man  ought  to  do. 

44  I  be- 
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“ 1  believe  that  the  only  fit  mfctl, 
o  frame  a  government  for  free  men, 
ire  thofe  who  have  always  lived  in- 
lependent  of  any  government  what- 
:ver,  as  they  only  can  know  what 
feedom  is. 

44  I  believe  in  Tom  Paine  as  the 
aviour  of  this  world.  Amen. 

44  A  Republican  of  the 
Newell  Cut.” 

Third ,  or  my  own  Creed. 

44  I  believe  that  every  conllitu- 
ion  is  not  adapted  to  every  coun¬ 
ty* 

44  I  believe  that  a  limited  mo- 
larchy  is  belt  adapted  to  produce 
>eace,  plenty,  prosperity,  and  pro- 
e£lion  in  Great  Britain. 

44  I  believe  that  the  Conllitution 
)f  England,  as  originally  framed,  is 
he  wifell  idea  of  a  free  government 
hat  ever  entered  into  the  imagina- 
ion  of  man. 

44 1  believe  that  no  human  infti- 
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tution  ever  was,  or  will  be  perfetT; 
but  if  it  is  -fufceptible  of  amend-' 
ment,  may  always  be  approaching' 
nearfr  to  perfection. 

44  I  believe  that,  being  of  human 
inllitution,  the  Englilh  Conilitu- 
tion  is  fubjeCt  to  abufes  and  to  de¬ 
cay. 

44  I  believe  that  many  abufes 
have  crept  into  the  Adminillration, 
and  that  many  decays  have  begun 
to  appear  in  the  Englifh  Conllitu¬ 
tion. 

44  I  believe  that  no  man  is  in¬ 
fallible,  either  as  a  King  or  as  a 
Miniller. 

44  I  believe  it  to  be  the  interefl 
of  every  Miniller  to  encourage 
abufes  in  the  Adminillration,  and 
to  hide  decays  in  the  Conllitution. 

-  44 1  believe  that  all  the  abufes  in 
the  Adminillration,  and  all  the  de¬ 
cays  in  the  Conllitution*  are  prac¬ 
tical  evils,  and  admit  of  eafy  and 
practical  cures.” 


M  i 
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ODE  for  the  NEW  YEAR. 

By  HENRY  JAMES  PYE,  Es<^  Poet-Laureat 

NrOT  with  more  joy  from  defert  fliades, 

Where  prowl  untam’d  the  favage  train, 

From  pathlefs  moors  and  barren  glades, 

Sad  Defolation’s  gloomy  reign, 

Averted,  bends  the  weary  eye 
To  feats  of  rural  induftry, 

Where  harvefts  wave  in  yellow  pride, 

Where  fpreads  the  fertile  champain  wide 
The  lucid  flream,  w  hile  Commerce  leads 
Through  peopled  towns  and  laughing  meads; 

Than  turns  the  mind  from  fcenes  of  woe, 

Where  ceafelefs  tears  of  anguiih  flow ; 

Where  Anarchy’s  infatiate  brood 
Their  horrid  footfleps  mark  with  blood, 

To  fhores  where  temperate  freedom  reigns, 

Where  peace  and  order  blefs  the  plains, 

Where  men  the  Sovereign  of  their  choice  obey, 

Where  Britain’s  grateful  fons  exult  in  George’s  fway. 

Yet  Albion  ne’er  with  felfifh  aim 
To  hef  own  race  her  care  confines— 

On  all,  the  facred  gift  who  claim, 

The  golden  beam  of  Freedom  fhines. 

Sad  outcafi;  from  his  native  fhore. 

The  wretched  exile  wafted  o’er 
Feels  Pity’s  lenient  hand  afluage 
The  wounds  of  Faction’s  cruel  rage; 

Pier  laws  to  all  protective  yield 
Security’s  impartial  fliield  : 

Who  breathes  her  air  breathes  pureft  liberty — 

Gaunt  Slavery  flies  the  coaft — who  treads  her  foil  i$  free. 

Ambition’s  clarion  has  not  charm'd 
Her  dauntlefs  legions  to  the  war, 

Nor  have  her  fons,  by  fury  arm’d. 

Follow’d  Oppreflion’s  iron  car  ; 
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Tho’  prompt  at  Honour’s  call  to  brave 
The  hoftile  clime,  the  adverfe  wave, 

Their  thunder  ’neath  the  burning  zone. 

Shook  the  proud  Defpot  on  his  throne  j 
Yet  while  aloft  in  orient  Ikies  » 

Conqueft's  triumphant  banner  flies, 

The  generous  Vidtor  bids  the  conflict  ceafe, 

And  ’midft  his  laurels  twines  the  nobler  wreaths  of  peace. 

Bleft  Peace  !  O  may  thy  radiance  mild 
Beam  kindly  on  the  opening  year  ! 

Yet  fliould,  with  frantic  vengeance  wild,  ^ 

The  fiends  of  Difcord  urge  theirrafh  career, 

Not  cold  in  Freedom’s  facred  caufe, 

\  Not  flow  to  guard  her  holy  Laws, 

Faithful  to  him  their  hearts  approve, 

The  Monarch  they  revere,  the  Man  thev  love, 

Britannia’s  Sons  fhall  arm  with  patriot  zeal, 

Their  Prince’s  caufe  their  own  — his  rights  the  general  weal. 


ODE  to  MITHRA,  sung  by  the  PERSIAN  ARMY  after  ENGAGE- 

"  MENT. 

[From  Mr.  Maurice’s  Indian  Antiquities.] 


I. 


PARENT  of  light,  whofe  burning  eye 

Pours  on  an  hundred  realms  exhauftlefs  day  ; 
Whether,  beneath  the  polar  Iky, 

They  ftretch,  where  Tanais  rolls  his  tardy  flream, 

Or  glow  beneath  thy  fervid  tropic  ray  : 

Mithra,  we  hail  thee  our  immortal  fire*! 

And,  as  we  gaze  on  thy  diffufive  beam, 

Drink  from  thy  fountain  life,  and  catch  rekindling  fire  ! 
Swell  loud  and  deep  the  choral  fong, 

To  Mithra’s  praife  the  notes  prolong, 

Ye  facred  guardians  of  th’  eternal  flame, 

That,  pure  and  bright,  from  Nature’s  birth 
Through  many  a  circling  century  hath  glow’d, 

Ere  firft,  to  warm  the  barren  earth, 

His  fliining  chariot  clave  th’  mtherial  road  '• 

Aloft  your  golden  cenfers  raife, 

And,  while  a  thoufand  altars  blaze, 

With  fliouts  the  conscious  deity  proclaim  ! 

t  H. 


Impatient  for  the  breaking  dawn, 

Ere  yet  emerging  from  the  main, 

Thy  glowing  axle  pour’d  the  morn, 

Our  Perfians,  fpread  through  many  a  plain, 
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With  furious  fliouts  demand  the  war. 

Bright  on  yon  mountain’s  pine-clad  height 
Beam’d  the  fair  harbinger  of  day, 

And  foon  we  mark’d  thy  radiant  car. 

In  glory  burfting  on  the  fight,. 

Mount  fwiftly  up  the  fapphire  way  ! 

InAant  a  thoufand  trumpets  found, 

A  thoufand  chiefs  in  arms  appear, 

And  high  their  glitt'ring  banners  bear  j 
The  harnefs’d  deed  refppnfive  neighs, 

And,  while  his  footfieps  fpUrn  the  ground, 

His  eye-balls  burn,  his  noftrils  blase-! 

HI. 

What  firanger  youths  of  noble  mien, 

Ye  Perfians,  mingle  with  your  valiant  train, 

Of  afpe£l  dauntlefs  but  ferene, 

Whole  glitt’ring  helms  in  air  fublimely  tow’r; 

And  on  their  fullen  brows,  that  breathe  difdain, 

Contempt  of  death  and  Hern  defiance  low’r  ! 

In  their  flu  fil’d  cheeks  the  mantling  blood, 

That  bounds  impatient  through  each  thrqbbing  vein. 

Mounts  in  a  richer,  fuller  flood, 

Imprinting  deep  the  warrior’s  fcarlet  ftain  ! 

To  virtue  and  to  glory  dear, 

From  Sufa’s  proud  imperial  tow’rs  they  come. 

The  chief  to  fall  on  an  untimely  bier, 

His  comrades  to  return  with  laurels  home  ! 

By  thee  led  on  to  victory, 

And  glowing  with  thy’own  immortal  flame, 

To  arms  with  kindred  rage  they  fly, 

And  half  the  danger  ftiare,  and  half  the  fame. 

IV. 

Hark  !  Glory  from  yon  craggy  height, 

Where  clcath’d  in  glitt’ring  adamantine  flands, 

Summons  to  war  the  fons  of  fight ; 

And,  rolling  round  the  field  her  eyes  of  flame, 

Fires  with'  heroic  rage  her  favour’d  bands  ! 

High  on  her  creft  the  burnifh’d  dragons'  glow, 

While  deeply  drinking  the  eternal  beam, 

They  fired  pernicious  light,  and  blaft  the  withering  foe  l 
Smite,  loudly  finite,  the  choral  firing, 

Aloft  the  golden  confer  raife  ; 

Let  heav’n’s  bright  arch  with  triumph  ring, 

And  earth  refbund  with  Mithra’s  p;aife  ! 

V. 

What  frantic  fhrieks  of  wild  defpair 
Come  rolling  on  the  burthen’d  air  ' 
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The  war-f^end  pours  his  fun’ral  yell 

While  fcarce  the  trumpet’s  pOw’rful  breath, 

Scarce  the  loud  clarion’s  ampler  fwell, 

Drown,  the  tumultuous  groans  of  death  1 
Th’  Aflvrians  fly  ;  in  heaps  around 
Their  braveP  vet’rans  drew  the  ground  !  r 
Shall  wanton  vengeance  Pain  the  bfave, 

Or  rancour  burn  beyond  the  grave  }  •  - 

Perfians,  th’ enfanguin'd  fight  give  o’er*  r 
And  flieathe  your  fabres  Peep’d  in  gore. 

Though  juPice  wide  her  falchion  wave. 

From  infult  ftill  the  brave  forbear  ;  i 

With  palms  array’d,  with  conqueP  crown’d, 

The  brighteP  glory’s  ftill  to  fpare  ! 

Swell  loud  and  deep  the  choral  fong, 

To  Mithra’s  praife.the  notes  prolong, 

Ye  facred  guardians  of  th’  eternal  flame, 

That,  pure  and  bright,  from  Nature’s  birth 
Through  rolling  centuries  hath  ceafelefs  glow’d. 

Ere  firft,  to  warm  the  barren  earth. 

His  fhining  chariot  clave  th’ aetherial  road  ; 

Aloft  your  golden  cenfers  raife, 

And,  while  a  thoufand  altars  blaze, 

With  fhouts  the  confcious  deity  proclaim  ! 

ODE  to  NIGHT.  V 

.  •'  * 

[From  the  Second  Volume  of  Mrs.  Robinson’s  Poems.} 

DREAD  child  of  Erebus !  whofe  pow’r 
Sheds  horror  o’er  the  darken’d  world  ; 

While  ghoPs,  with  winding  flieets  unfurl'd, 

Welcome  the  murky,  hour; 

WThiie  confidence,  like  a  coward  bafe, 

Awakes  to  madd’ning  fear ;  - 

When  not  a  breathing  thing  is  near, 

The  records  of  the  wounded  mind  to  trace  ! 

Then,  o’er  each  glimm’ring  Par,. 

Triumphant  in  thy  viewlefs  car, 

Thou  fail’P  acrofs  th’  eternal  dome, 

Scah’ring  around  thee  thick  T\yove  gloom  ! 

The  whirling  orb  its  courfe  purfues  ; 

But  ah  !  how  mournfully  obfcure  ! 

Where  are  its  luProus  gems,  its  hues, 

Its  mountains,  vales,  and  rivers  pure  ? 

Envelop’d  in  the  black  obtrufive  fliade, 

Oblivion  grafps  the  fcene,  and  all  its  beauties  rade4 
Then,  feated  on  thy  u  ebon  tow’r,” 

Lord  of  the  folitaty  hour  ! 
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Thou  fpread’ft  thy  raven  pinions  wfaep/y  ;- 
Creation’s  vanquifh ’d  charms  to  hide !  : H 
And  when  the  meek  moon’s  cryffal  eye  c' 

Gleams  on  the  jetty  forehead  of  the  fkyy  -  *  ^ 

Then  bid’ff  each  envious  paffing  cloud,  J 
Her  beamy  crefcent  faintly  ftirowd, 

That  o’er  the  lurid  fpace, 

Thy  million  eyes  may  trace 
The  den,  where  haggard  guilt  retires,  . 

To  hold  fierce  converfe  with  the  demons  fell, 

Link’d  in  thy  fatal  fpell  1  *■ 

And  while  each  twinkling  {far  expires, 

The  wild  winds"  fhake  the  diftant  fpheres, 

,/Vnd  nature  hides  her  face,  bedew’d  with  chilling  tears  \ 
Soul-penetrating  gloom  ! 

Thou  ftritft  examiner  of  human  thought ! 

When  the  bright  taper’s  brilliant  ray, 

Through  the  long  painted  hall,  and  marble  dome, 

.  .  Sheds  artificial  day  ; 

Thou  com’ff  with  all  thy  horrors  fraught, 

To  beckon  forth  the  guilty  foul, 

And  bend  each  fhibborn  nerve  to  thy  fupreme  controufi 
Oh  night !  thou  fpedfre  bold  ! 

Thou  parent  of.  heart-chilling  fear! 

Thou  can  if  each  hidden  thought  unfold  ; 

Tor  confidence  will  be  heard,  when  thou  art  near! 

And  when  the  cheerful  day, 

And  all  its  raptures  fade  away. 

The  tyrant  limns  his  blood -ft  ain’d  throne, 

Deck’d  in  the  tinfel  pageantry  of  fhow, 

And,  on  his  regal  couch,  alone, 

Refigns  his  breaff  to  fiient  woe ; 

Ah  I  then,  he  traces  back,  the  hour, 

When,  by  ambition  led, 

Devoted  legions  bled, 

To  lengthen  a  {mall -fpan  of  tranfitory  powhr ! 

Then  fancy  paints  the  pooreft  fwain, 

That,  on  the  bleak  and  barren  plain, 

In  his  low  cottage  finks  to  reft; 

Celeftial  peace,  the  partner  of  hjs  breaff, 

Vv  ho,  led  by  cheerful  labour  to  repofie, 

Rind?  his  rude  pillow  ftrew’d  with  many  a  thornlefs  rofc. 
1  Qh  !  horrid  night  | 

Thou  prying  monitor  confeft, 

Whofe  key  unlocks  the  human  breaff, 

And  bares  each  avenue  to  mental  fight  ! 

When  from  the  feftiye  bow’r, 

The  frenzied  homicide  retreats,  ’ 

And,  in  his  bofom’s  cell,  / 

Eftays  each  rifing  throb  to  quell } 

Thy  penetrating  pow’r 
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His  fenfe  with  many  a  phantom  greets ; 

He  ru flies  forth  in  wild  amaze  ! 

While  down  his  brow  the  big  drop  ftrays  j - 
Then,  from  thy  mift  opake, 

Peep  groans  aflail  his  ftartied  ears, 

His  limbs  convuls’d  with  horror  fhake ; 

And  the  fhort  fev’rifh  hour, 

(Such  is  thy  dreadful  pow’r  !) 

An  age  of  agonizing  woe  appears. 

For  fleep,  the  vengeful  fiends  deride, 

Till  the  bleft  fun  darts  forth,  to  bid  thy  reign  fubfide ! 

How  glorious  is  the  eaftern  fky  ! 

The  warm  tints  rulhing  o’er  the  blue  ferene, 

O’er  the  tall  mountain,  morn’s  effulgent  eye 
Diffufes  wide  the  renovated  fcene  ! 

The  filv’ry  dew-drops,  fcatter’d  round, 

Spangle  the  variegated  ground  ; 

Or  drefs  the  waving  woods  in  glitt’ring  pride, 

Pr  down  the  filky  leaves,  in  bright  fucceflion,  glide. 

Then  fultry  Noon  appears, 

Abforbing  nature’s  ling’ring  tears  ; 

While  o’er  the  thyme-clad  heath. 

Faint  with  its  fcorching  breath, 

The  flocks  and  herds  to  covert  move; 

The  fun-burnt  hind  fufpends  his  toil, 

And,  plodding  o’er  the  thirfty  foil, 

Seeks  the  green  fod,  and  cool  embow'ring  grove: 

The  murm’ring  river  lulls  his  mind  to  reft, 

While  the  foft  fouthern  breeze  fteals  lightly  o’er  his  breaft  ! 
Now,  penfive  hour, 

Calm-bofom’d  Ev’ning,  thee  I  hail  I 
While  o’er  the  perfum’d  bow’r, . 

Thy  balmy  breathings  gently  fail ; 

Meek  handmaid  of  fublime  repofe, 

From  whofe  calm  eye  the  foft  tear  flows ! 

As  o’er  the  landfcape’s  glowing  breaft 
Thou  fling’ft  thy  purple  veft  ; 

While  in  the  weftern  fpneres, 

Day’s  ftreamy  radiance  flowly  fades? 

Till,  wrapp’d  in  dufky  fhades, 

The  pale  horizon  fcarce  appears ; 

And  as  the  melodies  of  nature  fail, 

The  fullen  beetle,  humming  near, 

Obtrudes  upon  thy  penfive  ear, 

•That  liftens  to  the  mournful  nightingale, 

The  tangled  dells,  and  fparry  rocks  among, 

Where,  to  the  riling  moon,  fire  pours  her  love-lorn  fong. 
Then,  dark-brow‘d,  Night,  thou  com’ft  again 
^Vith  all  thy  melancholy  train ; 


While 


£*S6]  V  O  E  T  R  Y. 

j  y  Wii  x .  '  * 

While  bats  expand  their  leathern  wings  j 
And  owls  forfake  their  ivy’d  home. 

O’er  the  blank  folitude  to  roam  j 
And  the  fmall  cricket  lings, 

"Near  the  dim  embers  of  the  cottage  fire, 

To  warn  the  village  maid  with  omens  fad  and  dire. 

Yet  art  thou  not,  to  my  rapt  bread, 

A  dread,  unwelcome,  ifartling  gueft ; 

For,  when  I  quit  the  trifling  throng, 

To  me,  O  folitary  Night  l 

Thou  bring’#  the  foothing  calm  delight. 

Which  charms  my  penfive  heart,  and  wakes  the  Mufe’s  fo-ng  ? 


ADVICE  to  a  YOUNG  POET,  to  cultivate  an  ACQUAINTANCE 

with  VIRGIL  and  HOMER. 


[From  Hamfson’s  Translation  of  Vida’s  Poetics.} 

JOW  let  our  youth  his  earliefl  tribute  bring, 

Join  the  full  choir,  and  feek  th’  Aonian  fpring. 
From  his  firit  years,  the  tuneful  bard  explore,  , 

Rear’d  by  the  Mufe  on  Mincius’  verdant  flipre ;  *  * 

And  from  the  magic  of  the  Mantuan  page. 

His  genius  feel,  and  catch  his  noble  rage. 

Delightful  talk  !  while  young  Afcanius  fires 
With  martial  warmth,  or  tender  woe  infpires 
To  mourn  the  generous  youth  untimely  (lain, 

And  the  pale  horrors  of  th’  enfanguin’d  plain. 

With  what  delight  I  hear  him  ftill  enquire 
Of  Laufus  finking  as  he  faves  his  fire  ; 

Of  Pallas  pierced  by  Turnus’  flying  lance, 

While  o’er  his  eyes  the  hovering  ftiades  advance  | 
Unpitying  fate  arrefts  his  rofy  breath  ; 

And  his  limbs  itiffen  in  the  grafp  of  death  I 
Pleas’d  I  behold  the  fiercer  paflions  rife, 

Flame  in  his  breqrt  and  lighten  in  his  eyes ; 

But  foon  his  face  a  different  afpePe  wears. 

In  forrow  clouded,  and  all  bath’d  in  tears; 

Thee,  thee  he  mourns,  Euryalus  the  brave, 

And  the  ftern  fates  that  mark  thee  for  the  grave  ; 

Learns  with  thy  forrowing  parent  to  deplore 
Thofe  beauteous  limbs  all  pale  and  ffain’d  with  gore^ 
Sees  all  around  the  purple  torrent  flow, 

And.  bear  too  early  to  the  realms  below. 

Nor  lefs  the  Grecian  bards  his  cares-- engage, 

And  claim  the  tribute  of  his  tender  age  ; 

While,  either  fpeech  ambitious  to  obtain, 

He  joins  th’  Argolic  with  the  Latian  flrain^ 
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Now  fhall  he  learnyEneas  to  compare 
With  fierce  Achilles,  mailer  of  the  war, 

Or  Ithacus  delighting  to  relate 

The  various  windings  of  his  wayward  fate. 

And  in  Anchifes’  offspring  fee  combin’d 
Pelides’  valour  with  Ulyfles’  mind. 

But  fince  no  (lender  phalanx  forms  the  throng 
Or  Greeks  and  Romans  who  contend  in  fong ; 

Left  fome  inferior,  and  of  doubtful  voice, 

His  tafte  degrade,  and  fix  his  partial  choice, 

’Twere  well  to  each  his  ftation  to  award, 

Nor  with  the  genuine  clafs  the  fpurious  bard. 

Nor  hard  the  talk  each  poet  to  record  ; 

While  Homer  reigns  by  right,  fuperior  lord ; 

Him  all  obferving,  catch  the  facred  fire, 

And  grow  immortal,  as  his  works  infpire. 

Thrice  happy  he  the  mighty  Greek  who  faw, 

And  from  his  lips  deriv’d  the  living  law t 
Or  they  who,  in  the  firft  fucceeding  age, 

Felt  the  full  force  of  his  tranfcendant  page! 

Who  next  to  Homer  knew  to  touch  the  lyre, 
Outfoar  the  reft  and  lead  the  tuneful  choir ; 

While  later  bards,  a  mean  degenerate  race. 

At  awful  diftance  know  their  deftin’d  place ; 

Too  blind  their  father’s  beauties  to  difcern  ; 

Too  dull  to  write,  and  yet  too  proud  to  karn. 

Ah  !  the 'dire  change,  when  from  th’  Inachian  ftiore 
Fled  the  Greek  Mule,  and  learning  was  no  more  ! 
Hurl’d  from  their  feats,  her  kings,  her  people  roam, 
And  point  in  exile  to  their  ravifh’d  home. 

The  fierce  barbarian,  with  infulting  hand, 

Shakes  the  red  fcourge,  and  defolates  the  land. 

The  banilh’d  Mufe  our  Latian  fires  detain, 

From  Greece  tranfported  to  th’  Aufonian  plain. 
Here,  as  they  firft  their  fimple  joys  rehearfe, 

Rough  and  uneven  flows  th’  unpolifli’d  verfe; 
Though  rude  the  fong,  the  rural  Gods  around 
Hail  the  glad  omen,  and  approve  the  found. 

Not  yet  had  Ennius  learnt  his  arms  to  wield, 

And  paint  in  fong  the  terrors  of  the  field  ; 

Though  firft  who  dar’d,  in  yet  untutor’d  lays^ 

In  Italy  prefume  the  Grecian  bays. 

Then  others  rcfe,  ordain’d  t’  explain  the  laws 
Of  nature,  and  explore  each  fecret  caufe  ; 

Sweet  was  the  polifh’d  ftrain,  and  pure  the  fong. 

As  ev’ry  Mufe  had  touch’d  each  tuneful  tongue. 
Thus  by  degrees  the  Latian  maid  aflum’d 
A  nobler  air,  and  with  new  beauties  bloom’d. 

Stript  of  her  homely  garb,  the  nymph  is  ieea 
pf  form  majeftic  and  exalted  mien; 
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Till,  as  obfcur’d  no  more  the  face  of  day. 

The  rains  fubfide,  the  fever’d  clouds  give  way  ; 

In  high  effulgence  Ihines  the  orb  of  light, 

Serenely  fair,  and  beautifully  bright ; 

Great  Maro  thus  at  once  refplendent  fhone, 

And  Phoebus  glories  in  his  fav’rite  fon. 

TRANSLATIONS  of  Two  ODES  afcribed  to  HORACE,  which  were 
inferred  in  the  New  ANNUAL  REGISTER  for  the  Year  1 789. 

'  [From  the  fame  Work.] 

Ode  I.  To  JULIUS  F  L  O  R  U  S. 

AUTUMN  advances,  and  the  rolling  year 

Purples  the  vine,  and  bends  the  loaded  bough  ; 

Ere  long,  ifern,  fluggiih  winter  will  be  here, 

Bound  up  in  frail,  and  white  with  Alpine  fnow. 

Now  flies  the  nymph  ;  the  am’rous  youth  purfues; 

(Elis  clafping  arms  the  flrugglfng  fair  detain) 

Imprints  the  kifs  her  maiden  arts  refufe, 

For  well  he  knows  the  virgin  does  but  feign. 

Now  is  the  time,  with  wine  and  Uprightly  fong, 

To  crown  the  feafl,  and  gild  the  giadfome  day, 

If  thou  be  there,  my  Florus,  and  prolong 
Late  to  the  noon  of  night  the  feflive  lay  : 

What  tho’  the  North  from  his  bleak  pinions  fhed. 

Confuming  care,  the  brave  defies  his  pow’r  $ 

Carelefs,  if  foon  to  join  th’  oblivious  dead, 

Or  diflant  yet  th’  irrevocable  hour. 

Ode  II.  To  HIS  BOOK. 

OH  1  thou  my  firfl  delight,  immortal  page, 

Child  of  my  foul,  ah  !  how  llialt  thou  repay 
My  fond  regards,  and  blefs  the  future  age, 

If  yet  unfeen  thy  latent  charms  decay  f 

Does  critic  Rome  thy  cautions  breafl  control  ? 

Difmifs  thy  fears  ;  the  fhafts  of  envy  dare  ; 

Go  forth,  unanxious;  and  from  pole  to  pole, 

Swift  as  the  winds,  thy  mailer’s  glory  bear. 

See,  where  the  red  right  hand  of  thund’ring  Jove 
Fluids  the  fierce  Furies  to  the  Ihades  below  ! 

He  be  invok’d,  the  firfl  of  Gods  above, 

And  in  our  Brains  his  praife  perennial  flow, 
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ADDRESS  to  CONTENTMENT. 

{From  Lady  Manners’  Poems.] 

■  > 

CONTENTMENT,  rofy,  dimpled  fair, 

Thou  brighteft  daughter  of  the  Iky, 

Why  doll:  thou  to  the  hut  repair, 

And  from  the  gilded  palace  fly? 

k  .  . 

I’ve  trac’d  thee  on  the  peafant’s  cheek  * 

I’ve  mark’d  thee  in  the  milkmaid’s  fmile ; 

I’ve  heard  thee  loudly  laugh  and  fpeak, 

Amid  the  fons  of  want  and  toil. 

Yet,  in  the  circles  of  the  great, 

Where  Fortune’s  gifts  are  all  combin’d, 

I’ve  fought  thee  early,  fought  thee  late, 

And  ne’er  thy  lovely  form  could  find. 

Since  then  from  wealth  and  pomp  you  flee, 

I  alk  but  competence  and  Thee. 


SONG  to  LAURA. 

[From  Kendal’s  Poems.] 

ERE  Laura  met  my  ravilh’d  view, 

My  cheek  confefs’d  health’s  rofeate  bloom  ; 
My  foul  nor  love  nor  forrow  knew — 

How  beauty’s  power  hath  chang'd  my  doom  ! 

5Mid  lonely  glades,  with  tear-fraught  eyes, 

Wand ’ring  I  mourn  my  fecret  pain  : 

The  palling  breeze,  with  lengthen’d  fighs, 

In  pity  murmurs  to  my  ftrain. 

Now,  lull’d  by  hope’s  elyfian  fmile. 

My  fears  in  filent  (lumber  reft : 

Now  dreams,  that  every  thought  beguile, 

Serenely  foothing,  chear  my  breaft. 

But  ah  !  too  foon  my  grief  returns— 

Again  tumultuous  palfions  rife ; 

Again  my  tortur’d  bofom  burns, 

And  all  the  dear  illufion  flies ! 


The 
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The  FIELD  MOUSE. 

[From  the  Second  Volume  of  Lady  Burrell’s  Poems.J 

A  Moufe,  the  fleekeft  of  the  train 

That  ever  hole  the  farmer’s  grain, 

Grew  tir'd  of  acorns,  wheat,  and  peafe, 

And  long’d  to  feed  on  favoury  cheefe. 

A  traveli’d  fir,  a  moufe  of  fpirit, 

Endow'd  with  wit,  but  little  merit, 

In  evil  hour  a  vifit  paid, 

And  turn’d  his  inexperienc’d  head 
With  ftories  of  I  know  not  what ! 

The  comforts  of  the  fiiepherd’s  cot, 

rHhe  plenty  of  the  farmer’s  barn,  * 

And  granaries  replete  with  corn  ; 

But  moft  the  luxury  and  wafte 
Of  houfes  own’d  by  men  of  tafte, 

Where  a  man-cook  confumes'the  meat, 

Yet  leaves  enough  for  mice  to  eat, 

And  in  whole  pantry,  cheefe  and  ham 
Invite  a  colony  to  cram. 

•  \ ,  *■  '  ,v  '  •  i  '  Jr 

The  longing  moufe  the  ftory  hears  ; 

He  feels  alternate  hopes  and  fears ; 

His  friend’s  advice  he  dares  purfue, 

And  bids  his  rural  friends  adieu. 

When  night  her  fable  curtain  fpread, 

And  all  was  filent  as  the  dead, 

Our  hero  crept  along  the  way 
His  friend  had  pointed  out  by  day, 

And  entering  at  the  cellar  door, 

Afcended  to  the  pantry  floor. 

Behind  a  table  there  he  lies, 

And  thinks  himfe^f  fecure  and  wife  ; 

At  morn  a  plenteous  fcene  appears, 

Enough  to  ferve  him  many  years  ; 

(The  reliques  of  a  fumptuous  dinner 
Are  tempting  to  a  young  beginner:) — • 

He  peeps,  and  thinks  he  may  come  out 
To  talle  a  bit,  and  look  about;  '• 

No  foe  appears,  and  bolder  grown, 

He  fwears  the  treafure  is  his  own ; 

•  i  Then  fallying  forth  in  open  day, 

Eats  all  that  comes  into  his  way. 

But  foon  the  greafy  cook  is  feen— - 
The  moufe  looks  pitiful  and  mean  5 
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Scouts  from  the  dreffer  in  a  fright, 

Yet  does  not  ’fcape  his  watchful  fight. 

The  gnaw’d  remains  of  viands  rare 
Are  taken  from  the  flrelf  with  care,  13 
And  in  their  place  a  trap  is  fet, 

To  make  the  thief  repay  the  debt. 

The  moufe  at  evening  dares  to  peep, 

And  thinks  his  foe  is  fad  afleep: 

The  favoury  cheefe  his  fancy  draws  N 
Within  the  trap’s  unfeeling  jaws :  , 

He  finds  too  late  his  error  there, 

And  dies  upon  the  fatal  fnare  ; 

(A  martyr  unto  bad  advice; 

A  leffon  to  imprudent  mice, 

YVho,  difcontented  with  their  home, 

To  gayer  fcenes  defire  to  roam.) 


ODE  on  his  MAJESTY’S  BIRTH- DAY, 

^  By  Henry  James  Pye,  Efq.  Poet  Laureat. 

WHEN  blind  Ambition  drives  his  car 
Impetuous  through  the  ranks  of  war, 

Tho’  Fame  her  notes  of  triumph  breathe, 

Tho’  fhouts  of  conqued  footlie  the  ear, 

Yet  o’er  the  vidtor’s  blood-dain’d  wreath 
Refiedlion  drops  the  penfive  tear. 

But  at  Opprefiion’s  lawlefs  head 
When  war’s  vindidfive  bolts  are  fped, 

When  at  the  defpot’s  fhrinking  bread. 

When  o’er  Sedition’s  haughty  creft 
Stern  battle  fliakes  th’  avenging  fpear, 

And  teaches  headdrong  Arrogance  to  fear, 

Mercy  herfelf  fliall  confecrate  the  caufe, 

While  Juftice  points  the  fword  that  indignation  draws. 

Tho’  Albion  many  an  ancient  fear  v 
Still  bears  on  her  indented  bread, 

In  ev’ry  age  by  Gallic  war 
Of  Gallic  perfidy  imprefs’d, 

Yet  o’er  their  fields  when  Rapine  dood, 

When  Faction  drench’d  their  towns  with  blood, 

No  memory  of  infult  pad 

Urg’d  her  to  fwell  d<tntention’s  blafl: ; 

With  grief  die  view’d  their  finking  date, 

With  tears  deplor’d  her  rival’s  fate  ; 

Their  Chiefs,  whofie  falchions  yet  were  red 
With  her  bed  blood  in  battle  died,  - 
Found  friendly  refuge  on  her  happy  diore : 

She  knew  they  were  didrefs’d,  nor  e’er  remember’d  more. 

S  '  Yet 
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Yet  when  invafion’s  raging  flood  _ 

Burft  dreadful  o’er  eahh  ruin’d  mound, 

And,  Iwell’d  by  carnage  and  by  blood, 

Threaten’d  the  trembling  nations  round  3 
While  Europe,  from  Batavia’s  wat’ry  plain  ' 

By  Commerce  fnatch’d  from  Ocean’s  wide  domain,, 

To  fouthern  feas,  that  gently  lave 
Baia’s  mild  Ihores  with  tepid  wave, 

Look’d  up  where  on  her  rocky  throne 
Unaw’d  Britannia  fits  alone, — 

44  Go  forth,  my  fons,  in  Freedom’s  caufe”  lhe  dried  f 
Check’d  was  the  torrent’s  courfe,  and  refluent  roll’d  the  tide. 

What  tho*  on  this  auspicious  day 
Her  offering  fo  the  tfefl  of  Kings, 

,  Pluck’d  from  the  fober  olive’s  fpray, 

The  duteous  Mufe  no  longer  brings  ; 

Yet  while  the  laurel’s  warrior  bough 
Now  decks  his  youthful  hero’s  brow. 

Untouch’d  by  Rapine’s  hand  profane. 

Unfoil’d  by  dark  Ambition’s  ftain, 

Albion  once  more  with  kindling  flame 
Renews  her  feenes  of  ancient  Jplrne, 

Again  file  fees  in  fields  of  gl^jy  fhine 
Her  fons  of  dauntlefs  breaft,  he^Chiefs  of  royal  line, 

1 

TRANSLATION  of  the  Introduction  to  the  Mafnavz^ 
the  Work  of  a  Sufis  Poet,  by  Sir  William  Jones. 

[From  the  third  Volume  of  the  Asiatic  Researches.} 

HEAR,  how  yon  reed,  in  fadly-pleafing  tales. 

Departed  blifs,  and  prefent  woe  bewails  l 
4  With  me,  from  native  banks  untimely  torn, 

‘  Love-warbling  youths,  and  foft-eyed  virgins,  mourn. 

*  Oh  !  let  the  heart,  by  fatal  abfence  rent, 

*  Feel  what  I  fing,  and  bleed  when  I  lament. 

1  Who  roams  in  exile  from  his  parent  bow’r, 

‘  Pants  to  return,  and  chides  each  ling’ring  hour. 

‘  My  notes,  in  circles  of  the  grave  and  gay, 

4  Have  hail’d  the  rifing,  cheer’d  the  doling  day: 

4  Each  in  my  fond  affections  claim’d  2l  part, 

4  But  none  difeern’d  the  fecret  of  my  heart. 

4  Whatxhough  my  {trains  and  forrows  flow  combin’d  l 
4  Yet  ears  are  flow,  and  carnal  eyes  are  blind. 

4  free  through  each  mortal  form  the  fpirits  roll* 

4  But  fight  avails  not.  Can  we  fee  the  foul  ?’ 

Such  notes  breath’d  gently  from  yon  vocal  frame: 

Breath’d,  faid  I?  No  !  ’twas  all  enliven’d  flame. 

•  .  •  '  •  ’Tii 
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*Tis  love,  that  fills  the  reed  with  warmth  divine ; 

’Tis  love,  that  fparkles  in  the  racy  wine! 

Me,  plaintive  wand’rer,  from  my  peerlefs  maid, 

The  reed  has  fif’d,  and  all  my  foul  betray’d. 

He  gives  the  pain,  -and  he  with  balfam  cures ; 

Affli<£ts,  yet  foothes ;  imprefles,  yet  allures. 

Delightful  pangs  his  amorous  tales  prolong, 

And  LAILI’s  fragrant  lover  lives  in  foiig. 

Not  he,  who  reaibns  bed,  this  wifdom  knows; 

Ears  only  drink  what  rapturous  tongues  difclofe  ; 

Nor  fruitless  deem  the  reed^s  heart-piercing  pain  i 
See  fweetnefs  dropping  from  the  parted  cane. 

Alternate  hope  and  fear  my  days  divide : 

I  courted  Grief,  and  Anguifh  was  my  bride. 

Flow  on  fad  dream  of  life  !  I  fmile  fecure  : 

THOU  lived;  THOU,  the  pured  of  the  pure! 

Rife,  vig’rous  youth  !  be  free  : 

Shall  chains  confine  you,  tho’  thejj.  blaze  with  gokH- 
Go  ;  to  your  vafe  the  gather’d  main  convey : 

What  were  your  dores  ?  The  pittance  of  a  day  ! 

New  plans  for  wealth  your  fancies  would  invent ; 

Yet  ihells  to  nouridi  pearls  mud  lie  content.- 
The  man  whofe  robe  love’s  purple  arrows  rend, 

Bids  ay’rice  red,  and  toils  tumultuous  end. 

Hail,  heavenly  love  1  true  force  of  endlefs  gains ! 

Thy  balm  redores  me,  and  thy  fkill  fudains. 

Oh,  more  than  Galen  learn’d,  than  Plato  wife! 

My  guide,  my  law,  my  joy  fupreme  arife  ! 

Love  warms  this  frigid  clay  with  myftic  fire ; 

And  dancing  mountains  leap  with  young  dedre* 

Bled  in  the  foul  that  fwims  in  Feas  of  love, 

And  long  the  life  fudain’d  by  food  above. 

With  £orms  imperfeCt  can  perfection  dwrell  ? 

Here  paufe,  my  fong ;  and  thou,  vain  world,  farewell. 


\  « 

w 
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DOMESTIC  literature. 


For  the  Year  15193. 


TH  E  firft  place  in  our  PI  if- 
tory  of  the  Domeftic  Litera¬ 
ture  of  the  Year  1793,  we  afligii  to 
6i  The  Holy  Bible,  or  the  Books  ac- 
counted  facred  by  Jews  and  Chrif- 
tians,  &c.  faithfully  tranflated  from 
corrected  Texts  of  the  Original ; 
with  various  Readings,  explanatory 
Notes,"  and  critical  Remarks,  by 
the  Rev,  Alexander  Geddes,  LL.  D, 
vol.  i.”  This  publication,  in  chro¬ 
nological  ftriCtnefs,  belongs  to  the 
Literature  of  the  year  1 792 :  we 
had  not,  however,  met  with  it 
when  our  laft  volume  was  com¬ 
mitted  to  the  prefs.  In  our  RegiL 
ter  for  the  years  1786,  1789,  and 
1790,  our  readers  will  find  an  ac¬ 
count  of  the  author’s  44  Prospec¬ 
tus”  of  this  work,  his  44  Append!  x.h 
to  that  ProfpeCtus,  his  44  Propofals 
for  printing  it  by  Subfcription, 
with  Specimens  of  the  Work,” 
and  his  44  general  Anfwer  to  the 
Queries,  Counfels,  and  Criticifms, 
that  have  been  communicated  to 
him  fine®  the  publication  of  his 
Propofals  for  printing  a  new  Tranf- 
lation  of  the  Bible.”  After  har¬ 
ing  had  our  expectations  confider- 
ably  raifed  by  thole  preliminary 
treatifes,  it  is  but  juftice  to  Dr. 
Geddes  to  acknowledge,  that  they 
have  been  much  gratified  by  th£ 
appearance  of  this  volume.  It 
bears  -  unquestionable  and  fatisfac- 
tory  teftimonies  to  his  intimate  ac¬ 
quaintance  with  the  oriental  lan¬ 


guages,  extenfive  philological  know¬ 
ledge,  critical  acutenefs,  and  pa¬ 
tient  affiduity.  And  it  fhould 
feem,  at  the  fame. time,  to  have 
been  conducted  with  that  manli- 
nefs  of  mind,  that  fuperiority  to 
prejudice,  and  that  predominant 
wifli  to  44  exhibit  a  fair  and  full 
image  of  his  prototype,”  which, 
with  the  qualities  already  enume¬ 
rated,  are  indifpenfable  requifites 
for  a  tranflator  of  the  Scriptures. 
The  prefent  volume  contains  the 
Pentateuch,  and  the  book  of 
Jolliua.  In  order  to  obtain  as 
genuine  a  copy  of  the  Pentateuch 
as  poilible,  Dr.  Geddes  employed 
great  and  long  labour  in  collating 
the  different  exemplars  preferved 
by  the  Jews  and  the  Samaritans, 
the  Septuagint  verfion,  the  frag¬ 
ments  of  three  other  Greek  ver- 
fions,  of  a  date  prior  to  the  com¬ 
mencement  of  the  third  century, 
a  Chaldee  verfion  and  paraphrafe, 
the  Syriac  verfion,  St.  Jeromes 
Latin  verfion,  an  Arabic  verfion 
by  Saadias,  and  another  publifhed 
by  Erpenius,  a  verfion  in  the  Sa¬ 
maritan  vulgar  dialed,  a  verfiofi 
lately  publifhed  from  a  manuferipfc 
in  St.  Mark’s  Library  at  Venice, 
and  the  various  readings  of  the  text 
itfelf,  colleded  in  the  prefent  cen¬ 
tury  from  a  great  number  of  ma¬ 
im  feripts.  From  the  copy,  which, 
according  to  the  belt  of  his  abilities 
he  endeavoured  to  form,  with  thefe 
s  helps* 
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helps,  was  the  prefent  tranflation 
made;  which,  in  our  opinion,  is 
entitled  to.  very  high  . cotnmthda- 
tion,  for  correftnefs,  perfpicuity, 
and  elegance.  The  illuftrations 
which  he  has  given  of  the  fenfe 
of  many  parts  of  the  original, 
which  before  were  either  rfriftranf- 
lated,  or  obfcure,  are  numerous 
and  valuable,  and  will  be  received 
with  gratitude  by  the  Biblical  fcho- 
lar.  His  critical  remarks,  intended 
to  juftify  his  deviations  from  for¬ 
mer  verfions,  Dr.  Geddes  with¬ 
holds  till  he  has  the  opportunity 
of  reading  Dr.  Holmes’s  Collation 
of  the  Manufcripts  of  the  Septua- 
gint,  and.  feme  valuable  works 
lately  publifhed  in  Germany,  and 
other  foreign  countries.  The  Pre¬ 
face  to  this  volume  contains  a  va^ 
riety  of  obfervations  on  the  Books 
of  Mofes,  uefigned  to  obviate  the 
obje&ions  of  modern  unbelievers 
againfl  their  authenticity  and  va¬ 
lue,  and  to  invite  the  critic  and 
man  of  tafte  to  a  companion  of 
them,  as  compositions,  with  the  belt 
pfoduCiions  of  ancient  times ; 
which  are  ingenious,  liberal,  and 
interefling.  The  typographical  ex¬ 
ecution,  and  the  external  appearance 
-of  this  work,  are  excellent,  and 
fplendid. 

Mr.  Hurdis’s  u  feleCl.  critical 
Remarks  upon  the  Engiifli  Verfion 
of  the  firfl  ten  .Chapters  of  Genefis,” 
are  an  abflraCt  from  an  epitome” 
of  a  larger  work,  which  it  is  his 
intention  one  day  to  publifh.  They 
are  offered  to  the  world  in  their 
prefent  fhape,  as  fpecimens  of  the 
c  author’s  fuccefs  in  an  attempt  “  to 
reftore  uniformity  and  confiflency 
to  our  tranflation,  by  the  detec¬ 
tion  and  expulfion  of  improper 
interpretations and  that  the  uti¬ 
lity  and  propriety  of  fuch  altera¬ 
tions  as  he  propofes  may  be  readily 
perceived.  With  the  fame  view 
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the  author  publifhed  a  former  trea- 
tife,  of  which  an  account  was  in¬ 
serted  inf  oat-  Hi  ft  ary  of  the  Lite* 
rature  of  the  year  1790.  Mr. 
Hurd  is  is  entitled  to  confiderable 
praife,  both  for  his  defign,  and  the 
mannetiu .which  he  has  executed  it. 
He  has  etifeovered  a  commendable 
ardour,  in  a  work  of  no  fmall  la¬ 
bour  and  difficulty ;  and  a  degree 
of  ingenuity  and  critical  fkill, 
which  jeads  us  to  augur  favourably, 
of  his  future  efforts. 

Much  praife  is  likewife  due  to 
Mr.  Oliver  St.  John  Cooper,,  for 
the  defign  and  execution  of  his 
treatife,  entitled  u  Four  hundred 
Texts  of  Holy  Scripture,  with  their 
correfponding  Pailages,  explained 
to  the  Underflanding  of  common 
People.”  Thefe  texts  are  diflri- 
buted  into  the  following  claffes  1 
fuch  as  appear  contradictory  ;  fuch 
as  are  not  to  be  underflood  literal¬ 
ly  ;  fuch  as  are  improperly  tranf- 
lated,  or  might  be  better  underflood 
other  wife ;  and  fuch  as  require  ex¬ 
planation,  or  haye  been  wrefled 
and  perverted.  In  collecting- his 
illuilrations  and  remarks,  Mr.  Coo¬ 
per  has  had  recourfe  to  the  ableft 
and  befl  commentators ;  and  ap¬ 
pears,  with  great  care,  to  have  en-* 
deavoured  to  cloath  them  in  a  flyle 
and  phrafeology  correfpondent  to 
the  objeCt  avowed  in  the  title-page. 
The  fenfe  which  he  gives  to  the 
texts,  which  are  fuppofed  to  refer 
to  difputed  do&rines,  and  to  thofe 
efpecially  which  he  deferibes  under 
the  terms  wrefled  or  perverted  texts, 
is  fucli  as  is  maintained  by  our 
Englifh  church. 

Mr.  Macullock’s  “  LeClures  on  the 
Prophecies  of  Ifaian,”  confifl  of 
general  preliminary  obfervations 
prefixed  to  each  chapter,  an  expla¬ 
nation  and  commentary  upon  each 
verfe,  and  practical  conclufions  and 
exhortations.  They  were  delivered 
N  by 
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by  the  author  in  detached  parts, 
according  to  a  cuftom  which  ob¬ 
tains  in  the  church  of  Scotland, 
and  which  appears  to  ha\re  been  ob- 
fterved  at  an  early  period  in  the 
Chriftian  church;  and  they  are 
publifhed  by  the  author  in  their 
prefent  form,  from  a  laudable  wifh 
“  to  promote  an  acquaintance  with 
the  facred  oracles,  to  imprqfs  the 
minds  of  men  with  the  great  truths 

O 

they  contain,  and  to  diredl  them  to 
the  proper  improvement  they  ought 
to  make  of  that  knowledge.”  Mr. 
Macullock  feems  to  have  availed 
himfeif  ,of  the  labours  of  the  bed 
commentators,  with  attention  and 
judgment;  and  to  have  adopted  the 
fenfe  which  he  prefers,  with  can¬ 
dour  and  rnodefly.  In  his  fenti¬ 
me  nts  he  is  orthodox ;  and  in  his 
language  fimple  and  unaffected. 
The  prefent  volume  contains  only 
the  firft  twelve  chapters :  but  it  is 
his  intention  to  iliuflrate,  in  the 
fame  manner,  the  remaining  part 
of  this  prophetical  book,  fhould  the 
public  encourage  him  bv  a  favour¬ 
able  acceptance  of  what  he  here 
lays  before  them.  4 

The  u  Difcourfe  on  the  Evan¬ 
gelical  Hiflory,  from  the  Interment 
to  the  Afcenfion  of  our  Lord  and 
Saviour  Jefus  Chrift,  by  the  late 
Rev.  Thomas  Townfon,  D.  D. 
Archdeacon  of  Richmond,  &c.” 
was  drawn  up  by  the  refpc  Table 
author,  in  confequence  of  his  meet¬ 
ing  with  an  attack  upon  Mr.  Weft’s 
celebrated  Treatife  on  theReffurrec- 
tion.  After 'having  paid  a  clofe 
and  particular  attention  to  thofe 
parts  of  the  hiftories  of  the  different 
'Evang-difts  which  relate  to  that 
event,  he  thought  it  poftible  to 
form  a  harmony  of  them,  lefts  ex¬ 
ceptionable,  and  more  reconcile- 
’abie  with  their  literal  fenfe,  than 
any  which  he  had  feen.  The  work 
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before  Us  is  the  refultof  his  flu  dies, 
revifed  and  corrected  bv  him  in  his 
lafl  illnefs.  How  far  he  has  fuc- 
cceded  beyond  his  predeceflbrs  in 
the  fame  held,  his  learned  reader^ 
mufl  judge,  from  a  comparifon  of 
their  refpective  publications.  What¬ 
ever  be  their  fenten-ce,  they  will 
not  withhold  from  Dr.  Townfon’s 
memory  the  award  of  learning  and 
critical  fkill,  of  commendable  in- 
duftry,  and  of  a  warm  and  honour¬ 
able  defire  to  promote  the  interefts 
of  that  religion  of  which  he  was  a 
minifler.  This  publication  is  ac¬ 
companied  with  a  plan  of  the  holy 
Sepulchre,  according  to  Cotovicus 
and  Sandys,  and  a  drawing  of  the 
church  in  which  it  is  inclofed  :  the 
reforts  of  piety,  and  curiofity,  and 
intereiied  fraud. 

In  our  Regifter  for  the  year 
1791,  we  announced  the  publica- 
cation  of  4  vols.  of  Tra<Sts,-by  Mr. 
Lewelyn,  which  were  too  recondite 
and  myftical  for  our  comprehen- 
fion.  During  the  prefent  year,  the 
fame  author  has  publifhed  u  ah 
Expofitionof  the  Revelation, vol.  v.” 
They  who  may  ,  choofe  to  un¬ 
dergo'  the  drudgery  of  reading 
through  this-  very  ftrange  and  lin¬ 
gular  production,  will  neither  find 
themfelves  greatly  enlightened,  nor 
edified,  unlefs  the  texture  of  their 
underftanding,  and  their  views  of 
things  be  very  different  from  ours. 
When  we  wifhed  to  be  -ferrous,  the 
author  fometimes  forced  us  to 
fmile,  until  our  feelings  were 
ftiocked  at  the  freedom  with  which 
his  u  weak  unknowing  hand,”  has 
prefumed  to  throw  the  bolts  of 
heaven.  Churchmen  and  diften- 
ters,  orthodox  and  heterodox-;  the 
colleges  of  the  dormer,  -and  eftpe- 
ciaily  thofe  oft  Oxford,-  together 
with  all. the  feminaries'  of  the •  ciii- 
fenters,  are  und tided  -under-  the 

fame 
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fame  opprobrium  and  anathema, 
and  coniigned  to  the  lame  tremen¬ 
dous  pyniflpments. 

Th.e  “  EfTavs  on  feledt  Parts  of 
the  Hiftopieaiand  Prophetical  Books 
of  the  Old  Teftament”,  are  the 
.prod nations  of  an  ingenious  and 
fenft ble  writer,  who  in  his  explana¬ 
tion  of  fcripture  appears  to  us  to 
have  been  too  much  influenced  by 
a  lively  and  inventive  fancy.  -The 
allegorical  method  of  writing, 
which  was  fo  frequently  reforted  to 
by  the  ancients,  and  efpecially  the 
orientals,  he  conceives  to  have  been 
adopted  by  the  authors-  of  the  Scrip¬ 
ture  Hiftory.  After  having  en¬ 
deavoured  to  ellabifh  this  hypothe- 
fis,  by  affumptions  and  reafonings 
which  we  do  not  think  to  be  per- 
.febtly  warrantable  and  fatisfadtory, 
.he  applies  it  to  illu Urate  the  tali  of 
Adam,  the  account  of  Jacob’s 
wreftling  with  Elohim,  the  narra¬ 
tive  of  the  plagues  of  Egypt,  the 
.hillories  of  Balaam,  of  Sampfon, 
and  of  Elijah  ;  fome  of  the  prophe¬ 
cies  of  Ifaiah,  which  have  been  ge¬ 
nerally  underflood  to  relate  to  the 
Meihah,  and  the  vifions  of  Daniel, 
if  this  mode  of  interpretation  be 
'  admilhble,  nyay  it  not  be  adopted  in 
dliuftrating  other  remains  of  anti¬ 
quity,  which  ^ave  generally  been 
.  considered  as  the  repofitorie.s  of 
.  hiitorical  faffs ;  fuch  as  the  narra¬ 
tives  of  Herodotus  and  Xenophon, 
of  Livy,  and  of  Tacitus  ?  What  an 
.  erfedt  fuch  a  licence  would  produce, 
on  the  testimony  and  evidence  of 
what  is  now  deemed  to  be  authentic 
hiftory,  v/e  leave  the  reader  to  judge. 

Tire  vaft  fund  of  literature,  the 
legitimate  reafonings,  and  the  fober 
.  criticffms  which  abound  in  the 
next  article  which  we  have  to  men¬ 
tion,  render  it  of  very  conhderable 
importance  to  the  Biblical  ftudent. 
That  work  is  entitled,  44  Introduc¬ 


tion  to  the  New  Teftament,  by 
John.  David  Michaeiis,  late  Profef- 
•ior  in  the.Univerfify  of  Gottingen, 
&c.  tranilated  from  the  fourth 
Edition  of  the  German,  and  con- 
iiderably  augmented  with  Notes  ex¬ 
planatory-  jPn.i  fupplemental,  by 
Herbert  Marfh,  B.  D.  in  3  vo¬ 
lumes.”  The. firil  edition  of  this 
introduction  was  publifhed  by  the 
learned  author  in  the  year  1  7 50 ; 
and  appeared  in  an  Englifh  tranf-' 
lation  in  the  year  1761,  under  the 
title  of  “  introdudtorv  Ledrures  to 
the  i acred  Books  of  the  New  Tef¬ 
tament.”  It  is  quite  unneceiTary 
to  Bate,  at  this  period,  the  nature 
and  value  of  that  celebrated  per¬ 
formance,  how  well  it  was  received 
in  Germany  and  in  other  countries, 
and  how  highly  it  eftablifhed.  the 

author’s  literary  character  and  re- 
•/ 

putation,  Kis  labours,  however, 
44  during  the  almoft  forty  years 
that  elapfed  between  the  publica¬ 
tion  of  the  firil  and  the  fourth  edi¬ 
tion  printed  in  1788,  have  not  only 
produced  fuch  an  increase  of  ma¬ 
terials  as  to  render  it  fix  times  as 
voluminous  as  the  former,  but  have 
had  very  material  influence  on  our 
author’s  fentiments,  with  refpedt 
to  feveral  important  points  of  Bi¬ 
blical  criticifm.”  In  a  letter  to 
the  translator,  lie  calls  his  hr  ft  per¬ 
formance  the  work  of  %  novice; 
and  fpeaks  of  his  great  fatisfadtion 
and  aftoniflunenn  at  the  rapid  ad¬ 
vances  which  have  been  made  in 
literature,  the  treafur.es.  which  have 
been  opened,  and  the  difcoyeries 
which  have  been  made  of  late  years, 
and  of  which  he  has  -abundantly 
availed  himfel.f  in  the  prefent  edi¬ 
tion.  We  coniider  Mr.  Marfh, 
therefore,  as  having  conferred  a 
great  obligation  on  the  Engiifh 
fchoiar,  by  making  hirta  acquainted 
with  a  vgriion  of  this  intro  ductoa 
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in  its  prefent  highly  improved 
flake  ;  and  alfo  by  the  ccftitiderable 
quantity  of  new  and:  important 
matter  which  he  has  added  to  the 
original.  In  the  prefent  publica¬ 
tion  he  appears  with  advantage, 
not  only  as  a  tranfl^vr,  but  .as  a 
learned,  judicious,  and  difpaflion- 
ate  critic ;  and  he  offers  the  fruits 
of  his  labours  to  the  public,  with  a 
degree  of  modedy  which  fpeaks  very 
powerfully  in  his  favour.  As  the 
volumes  now  before  us  contain  only 
the  firft  part  of  the  introduction, 
we  exprefs  our  hope,  in  common 
with  that  of  every  friend  to  facred 
literature,  that  Mr.  iVJarfh  will  foon 
be  able  to  complete  the  work  which 
he  has  undertaken. 

In  our  Regiilers  for  the  years  1 78  7 
and  1789,  we  announced  different 
publications  by  Mr.  David  Levi, 
an  ingenious  and  induftrious  Jew, 
in  which  he  contefted  the  evidence 
adduced  by  Chriftian  writers, 
from  the  prophecies  of  the  Old 
Teftament,  in  favour  of  the  claims 
of  Jefus  Chrift  to  the  charader  of 
the  Mefliah,  and  endeavoured  to 
give  new  fupport  to  the-  objections 
which  have  been  commonly  al- 
ledged  by  deiftical  writers,  againff 
the  authenticity  of  the  Chriftian 
religion.  During  the  prefent  year, 
the  fame  author  has  publilhed 
<c  Differtations  on  the  Prophecies 
of  the  Old  Teftament,  in  Two 
Parts,  &c.  vol.  I.”  The  firft  part 
of  thefe  Differtations  contains  all 
fuch  prophecies  as  are  applicable  to 
the  coming  of  the  Meffiah,  the  refto- 
ration  of  the  Jews,  and  the  refur- 
reCtion  of  the  dead,  whether  fo  ap¬ 
plied  by  Jews  or  Chriftians.  The 
fecond  part  contains  all  fuch  pro¬ 
phecies  as  are  applied  to  the  Mef- 
ftah  by  Chriftians  only,  but  which 
the  author  endeavours  to  prove 
are  not  applicable  to  the  Mef¬ 
fiah.  We  are  willing  to  bellow 
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every  degree  of  praife  on  Mr,  Levi 
to  which  he  .can  be  entitled,  from 
the  ardour  and  perfeverance  with 
which  he  has  engaged  in  a  caufe, 
which  to  him  appears  to  be  the 
caufe  of  truth,  and  for  the  libe¬ 
rality  and  purity  of  his  motives. 
We  cannot  fay,  however,  that  his 
prefent,  any  more  than  his  former 
labours,  claim  for  him,  in  our  eft 
timation,  any  fupereminent  dif- 
tinClion  as  a  critic  in  the  language 
of  his  anceftors.  Nor  do  we  think 
that  he  has  advanced  any  thing  fuf- 
ficiently  novel  or  ftriking,  to  excite 
an  alarm  in  Chriftians  for  that  tef- 
tirnonv,  in  favour  of  their  faith, 
which  they  have  been  accuftomed 
to  draw  from  the  prophecies  of  the 
Old  Teftament. 

Mr.  Bryant’s  “  Treatife  upon 
the  Authenticity  of  the  Scriptures, 
and  the  Truth  of  the  Chriftian  Re¬ 
ligion,  ’’  contains  a  general  and  po¬ 
pular  view  of  the  arguments  in  fa¬ 
vour  of  divine -  revelation ;  which, 
if  it  be  not  diftinguifned  by  any 
confiderable  difpiay  of  the  profound 
learning,  and  fuperior  talents  of  the 
author,  affords,  neverthelefs,  abun¬ 
dant  proofs  of  extenlive  reading, 
liberal  and  juft  fentiment,  and  of 
a  correft  and  elegant  tafte.  It 
were  to  be  wilhed  that  his  well 
known  erudition  and  ingenuity  had 
been  employed  on  a  more  fcientific 
work ;  efpecially  as  he  has  been 
preceded  in  the  path  which  he  has 
chofen,  by  a  variety  of  excellent 
writers,  who  feem  fcarcely  to  have 
left  any  room  for  the  difpiay  of 
great  ability,  and  whofe  unanfwer- 
able  works  have  acquired  an  efta- 
biiihed  reputation.  We  mean  not, 
by  this  obfervation,  to  depreciate 
his  merit  in  executing  the  lighter 
talk  which  he  has  preformed  to 
hiinfelf.  His  difpofition  of  argu¬ 
ments,  which  others  had  uffed  before 
him,  is  always  pleafing,  and  often 

maferly; 
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mafterly  ;  and  is  accompanied  with 
a  number  of  flaking  remarks,  and 
interefting  reprefentations,  which 
render  it  an  ufeful  and  acceptable 
prefent  to  the  public.  .  By  an  ad¬ 
vert  i, i'ement  we  are  informed,  that 
the  profits  ariling  from  the  fale  of 
ehis  treatife,  will  be  given  to  the 
Society  for  the  Propagation  of  the 
Gof'pel. 

Dr.  Priellley’s  u  Letters  to  the 
Phiiofophers  and  Politicians  of 
France,  on  the  Subject  of  Reli¬ 
gion,”  were  written  with  the  hope 
of  affording  fome  aid  to  the  caufe 
of  revelation,  in  oppofition  to  that 
fpirit  of  infidelity,  which,  with  an 
aftonifhing  rapidity,  is  gaining  pro- 
felytes  in  that  country.  For  the 
prevalence  of  that  fpirit,  the  doctor 
very  rationally  accounts,  from  the 
grofs  abufes  and  corruptions  of  re¬ 
ligion  which  abound  in  the  Roman 
Catholic  Church,  and  which  the 
phiiofophers  and  politicians  had 
too  haftily  confounded  with  religion 
itfelf.  In  thefe  letters  he  invites 
them  to  give  the  fubject  of  religion 
a  fair  and  difpaffionate  trial,  upon 
the  ground  of  admitting  nothing  to 
deferve  that  name,  that  is  in  the 
leaft  contrary  to  natural  analogy, 
and  confequently  to  probability. 
On  this  ground  he.offers  feveral  ar¬ 
guments  for  the  neceffity  of  ad¬ 
mitting  an  intelligent  author  of  na¬ 
ture,  and  a  prefiding  providence, 
and  in  favour  of  the  divine  original 
of  the  Jewifli  and  Chriftian  reli¬ 
gions,  which  are  certainly  import¬ 
ant  and  weighty.  What  influence 
they  are  likely  ultimately  to  pro¬ 
duce  on  the  perfons  to  whofe  no¬ 
tice  they  are  chiefly  recommended, 
we  will  not  attempt  to  determine  : 

-  but  we  are  apprehenfive  that,  at  the 
prefent  moment,  politics  and  mili- 

-  tary  concerns  leave  them  but  little 
£©om,  if  they  have  any  inclination,- 
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for  the  difcuflion  of  theological 
topics.  ' 

Mrs.  Hannah  More’s  “  Remarks 
on  the  Speech  of  M.  Dupont,  made 
in  the  National  Convention  of 
France,  on  the  fubject  of  Religious 
and  Public  Education,”  are  partly 
of  a  theological,  and  partly  ot  a  po-? 
litical  complexion.  What  is  theo-? 
logical  in  them,  is  intended  to  ex - 
pofe  and  counteract  the  effect  of  an 
avowal-  of  Atheifm,  by  an  indi¬ 
vidual  in  the  public  affembly  of  a 
great  nation.  As  far  as  Mrs.  More 
keeps  this  point  in  view,  her  ele«r 
gant  pen  is  laudably  and  honour¬ 
ably  employed  ;  and  (lie  offers  a  va¬ 
riety  of  miicellaneous  obfervations, 
which  cannot  but  meet  with  the 
approbation  of  every  friend  to  re¬ 
ligion.  To  regular  connected  ar¬ 
gumentation,  file  has  no  preten¬ 
tions  in  this  work.  But  the  greater 
part  of  the  remarks  before  us  is 
compofed  of  common-place  decla-f 
mation  againft  the  French  Revolu¬ 
tion  ;  and  of  a  general  charge  of 
atheifm  avainfi:  the  French  Conven- 

O 

tion,  and  the  French  nation,  to  which 
caufe  are  attributed  all  the  enots 
unities,  which  tfie  beil  friends  to  the 
freedom  and  independence  of  that 
country  have  painfully  lamented. 
With  what  truth  and  candour  this 
charge  is  exhibited,  may  be  deter^ 
mired  by  an  appeal  to  fads  which 
cannot  be  concealed  or  mifinter- 
preted.  The  profits  arifing  from 
the  fale  of  this  publication  are  to  be 
given  for  the  relief  of  the  French 
emigrant  clergy,  whofe  caufe  is  re-* 
commended  in  an  elegant  and  pa¬ 
thetic  prefatory  addrefs  to  the  la* 
dies  of  Great  Britain. 

The  u  Effay  to  counteract  and 
fpiritualize  French  modern  politi¬ 
cal  Principles,  in  order  to  render 
them  harmlefs  to  the  human  Mind, 
to  the  domeftic,  civil,  and  religious 

JSr  4  State, 
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State,  Gccafioned  by  the  Letters  of 
the  Rev.  Dr.  Priefrley,  to  the  Phi-- 
lofophers  and  Politicians  France, 
&c.~  by  the  Rev.  C.  F. 
is  partly  political,  but  chiefly  theo¬ 
logical  ;  on  which  account  it  is  in- 
ferted  in  this  part  of  .our  catalogue. 
As  far  as  we  .  can  underhand  the 
defign  of  the  author,  he  means  to 
fhew,  that  fome  of  the  orthodox 
dodirine  renounced  by  Dr.  Prieff- 
ley,  as  having  no  connexion  with 
Chrillianity,  are  not  corruptions  of 
that  religion,  but  effential  parts  of 
its  theory ;  and  that  the  abufes, 
which  at  different  periods  have  ob¬ 
tained  in  the  church,  are  not  to  be 
attributed  to  the  influence  of  re- 
ligious  eftablifhments ;  but  to  the 
fpirit  of  papal  domination,  and  to 
its  daring  and  fuccefsful  ufurpa- 
tions  in  the  dark  age's.  '■  How  far  he 
eftablifhes  thefe  petitions,  muff  be 
left  to  the  judgment  of  his  readers. 
We  cannot  fay,  however,  that  he 
is  to  be  diftingui died  for  any  feli¬ 
city  in  the  arrangement  of  his  ideas, 
or  that  his  illuftrations  are  pecu¬ 
liarly  luminous.  We  mean  to  ap¬ 
ply  thefe  obfervations  more  parti¬ 
cularly  to  his  comments  on  vari¬ 
ous  parts  of  the  Book  of  the  Reve¬ 
lation.. 

During  the  la  ft  centurv,  Mr. 
Jurieu,  tniniffer  of  th»  French  Pro¬ 
le  ft  ant  church  at  Rotterdam,  pub- 
lifhed  a  fireatife  on  the  “  Ac  com - 
plifliment  of  the  Scripture  Pro¬ 
phecies,  principally  thofe  of  the 
Revelation  of  St.  John  in  which 
be  contended  that  the  rife,  progrefs, 
and  deflrudfion  of  the  papal  power 
were  plearly  predicted  by  theapoflle; 
and  that  the  period  was  rapidly  ap¬ 
proaching,  when  the  complete  over¬ 
throw  of  the  fpi ritual  Babylon 
would  eftabhfii  the  genuinenefs  of 
the  predidlions,  to  the  confufion  of 
all  who  Ihould  be  intoxicated  with 


the  cup  of  her  abominations.  Of 
this  work  an  abridgment  has  ap¬ 
peared  during  the  prefent  year,  in. 
which  the  author  attempts  to  apply 
many  parts  of  the  Apocalypfe,  to¬ 
gether  with  the  explanations  of  Mr. 
Jurieu,  to  the  French  Revolution 
in  1789.  But  we  cannot  fpeak  of 
his  fuccefs  in  terms  of  commenda¬ 
tion.  If  he  fmcerely  thinks  that 
he  perceives  any  relation  between 
the  prophecies  which  he  feledts, 
and  the  events  which  have  lately 
taken  place,  we  cannot  acquit  him* 
in  our  eftimation,  of  an  abundant 
fliare  of  credulity. 

Nor  can  we  pafs  a  more  fa¬ 
vourable  judgment  on  the  author  of 
the  “  Prophetical  Conjedtures  on 
the  French  Revolution,  and  other 
recent,  and  fhortly  expedted  Events, 
&c.  nor  on  the  different  editors 
of  “  A  Difcourfe  on  the  Rife  and 
Fall  of  the  Papacy,  originally  pub- 
lifhed  in  the  firft  Year  of  the  pre¬ 
fent  Century,  by  Robert  Fleming 
nor  on  the  numerous  republications 
of  the  word  trafh,  which  difgraced 
the  prefles  of  the  laft  century.  The 
fhadows  of  coincidence  between 
fome  of  their  vague  fuppofitions, 
and  the  events  which  have  arifen 
in  the  political  world,  will  tend 
but  little  to  recommend  them  to 
thofe  who  may  take  the  trouble  to. 
count  the  grofs  blunders  of  which 
they  can  be  convidted,  by  an  appeal 
to  hiftory  and  to  fadt.  ■ 

Thofe  of  our  readers  who  con¬ 
ceive  more  highly. of  that  fpecies 
of  compofltions  which  we  have 
been  mentioning,  and  who  think 
them  edifying  and  inftru  drive,  may 
add  tofhelift  the  following  compi¬ 
lation:  “  Quotations  from  Dr.  New¬ 
ton’s  Differtations  on  the  Prophet 
cies,  which  have  remarkably  been 
fulfilled,  and  are  at  this  time  ful-: 
■  filMng  in  the  World,  with,  fome 
.....  ...  .  humble. ’ 
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h triable  '  Remarks'  refpeClmg:  the 
latter  Days,  or  the.  approach  ofthe 
expeCted  Millennium,  &c.  by  Mrs. 
Alice  Williams  whofe  heart  ap¬ 
pears  to  be  pious,  and  whole  poli¬ 
tics  are  loyal.  Nqxy  sdt  rSjiw  is  rip 

The  44  EfTay  tending  to  fhew  in 
what  Senfe  Jefus  Chrift  hath 
brought  Life  and  Immortality  to 
Light  through  the  Gofpel,  by  John 
Spencer  Cobbold,  A.  M.”  is  one 
of  the  annual  exercifes  in  the 
univerfity  of  Cambridge,  which 
has  been  honoured  by  the  Norri- 
lian  prize.  It  fhews  the  author  to 
have  ftudied  his  fubjecl  with  atten¬ 
tion  and  judgment ;  and  difplays 
much  ingenuity  of  argument,  ar¬ 
ranged  with  perfpicujty,and  cloath- 
ed  in  neat  and  polifhed  language. 

The  44  EfTay  on  the  Happinefs  of 
the  Life  to  come,”  is  a  tranflation 
and  an  abridgment  of  a  French 
treatife,  under  the  fame  title,  by 
M.  C.  L.  de  Viilette,  with  fuch 
alterations  and  additions  as  the  edi¬ 
tor  conceived  would  tend  to  the 
I  more  general  acceptance,  and 
!  greater  utility  of  the  work.  It  is 
| written  in  a  pleating,  agreeable 
manner,  and  gives  fuch  views  of  a 
future  Rate,  as  are  at  the  fame  time 
rational  and  interefting.  For  the 
defcriptions  which  it  contains  of 
the  happi  nefs  of  a  life  to  come,  are 
fuch  as  make  it  to  confift  in  an  in- 
creafe  of  knowledge, ,  the  exercife 
of  the  focial  affections,  the  plea- 
fur  es  refulting  from  Leif  approba¬ 
tion,  and  from  a  refined  and  ex¬ 
alted  piety,  and  the  certainty  of  the 
uninterrupted  continuance  of  fuch 
enjoyments. 

To  thofe  whofe  theological  opi¬ 
nions  correlpond  with  the  articles 
of  our  effablifhed  church,  we  re¬ 
commend  the  44  Thirteen  Letters 
on  religious  Subjects-,  Sic.”  not  only 
from  their  being  well  adapted  to 
fxeite  their  pious  affections,  but  on 


actouiit  of  the  benevolent’  mo¬ 
tive  of  their  publication;  the  pro¬ 
fits  arifing  from  their  fale  being  in- 
tended  to  be  appropriated  to  the 
'  c loathing  of  Tome  poor  children. 
They  conflft,  chiefly,  of  f elect icms 
from  different  authors,  who  main¬ 
tain  an  eftabhfhed  reputation  in  the 
orthodox  world,  on  doCtrinal  as 
well  as  practical  topics;  which 
are  difouiied  in  a  dimple,  ferious, 
and  affectionate  ftyle, 

Mr.  Hurdis’sb4  Reflections  at  the 
Commencement  of  a  New  Year,’* 
confifr  of  moral  and  religious  ad¬ 
vice,  principally  intended  as  a  dif- 
fuafive  from  procraftination  in  the 
molt  important  buiinefs  of  life;  in- 
fcribed,  as  a  token  of  the  author’s 
refpeCt,  to  the  inhabitants  of  a 
country  parifn,  where  he  had  foi* 
fome  years  refided  as  minifter. 
They  are  judicious,  ferioiis,  and 
impreffive.  In  the  courfe*  of  his 
obfervations,  Mr.  Hurdis  takes  the 
opportunity  of  paying  Lome  elegant 
tributes  to  departed  merit,  and,  in 
particular,  to  the  memory  of  the 
late  Dr.  Horne,  bifliop  of  Nor¬ 
wich. 

With  the  character  of  bifliop 
Hall,  arid  the  degree  of  eft  i  mat  ion, 
in  which  his  works  were  held 
our  forefathers,  the  theological  ftu- 
dent  cannot  be  unacquainted.  His 
language,  however,  44  from  length 
of  time,  is  become  fo  obfolete  as 
to  be  fcarcely  intelligible  to  read- 
ers,  who -are  not  acquainted  with 
the  ftyle  and  phrafec log y  of  an¬ 
cient  days.”  From  this'  circum- 
.  [fa nee,  Mr.  George  Henry  Glade, 
rcCtor  of  Hanweil,  has  been  in¬ 
duced  to  excite  the  attention  of  mo-, 
dern  readers,  to  an  important  part 
of  that  prelate’s  writings,  by  pub- 
li filing  aii  altered  edition  of  his 
11  Contemplations  on  Sacred  Hit- 
tor  v,  in  four  volumes.”  In  pre¬ 
paring  this  edition  for  the  piefs, 

44  tI:C 
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«  the  editor  has  not  only  omitted 
many  paflages  of  his  author,  but 
has  freely  ventured  to  infert  obfer- 
vations  of  his  own,  according  as 
he  has  thought  abridgment  or  am¬ 
plification  neceffary,”  endeavour¬ 
ing  constantly  to  prefer ve  the  cha¬ 
racter  and  fpirit  of  the  original. 
This  work  he  Kas  ,  executed  with 
considerable  fuccefs ;  and  will,  no 
doubt,  receive  the  thanks  of  a  nu¬ 
merous  clafs  of  readers,  for  the  care 
and  trouble  which  he  has  taken. 
We  cannot  avoid  obferving  in  this 
place,  that  an  attention  to  the  con¬ 
templations  of  biShop  Hall,  is 
likely  to  be  revived  among  critical 
readers,  by  a  late  detection  of  the 
plagiarifms  of  Sterne,  by  Dr.  Fer- 
riar  of  Manchester,  in  which  many 
of  the  molt  Striking  paflages  in  his 
writings  are  traced  to  this  part 
of  the  works,  of  our  prelate,  and 
to  Burton’s  Anatomy  of  Melan¬ 
choly. 

Mr.  Moore’s  44  Treatife  on  the 
plenary  Infpiration  of  the  New 
TeStament,”  is  an  attempt  to  esta¬ 
blish  the  credibility  of  the  Chrif- 
tian  revelation,  on  grounds  which 
many  of  its  ableSl  and  moSt  fatis- 
faCtory  defenders  have  relinquish¬ 
ed,  as  injudicious  and  untenable. 
He  does  not,  however,  appear  to 
have  formed  precife  and  determi¬ 
nate  ideas  on  the  fubjeCt.  And 
from  the  language  which  frequently 
occurs  in  his  pamphlet,  we  are  al» 
moft  led  to  conclude^  that  by  a 
44  plenary,  infpiration,”  he  means 
no  more  than  a  44  fuperintendent 
infpiration terms  to  which  theo¬ 
logical  difputants  have  affixed  very 
different  acceptations.  Had  his 
arguments  been  uniformly  pyrfued 
on  the  ground  of  44  fuperinten- 
dant  inspiration,”  they  would  have 
been  liable  to  fewer  objections  with 
refpeCt  to  their  principle,  and  mory 
logical  ip  their  connexion,  than  in 


their  prefen t  form.  We  do  not  in¬ 
tend,  by  thefe  obfervations,  to  de¬ 
tract  from  the  real  merit  of  Mr; 
Moore.  His  treatife  contains  many 
considerations,  which  are  valuable 
and  important,  and  in  which  the 
advocates  for  the  truth  of  revela* 
tion,  on  the  moSt  liberal  grounds* 
will  perfectly  concur.  It  difco- 
vers,  likewife,  fuch  a  fpirit  of 
candour  and  moderation,  as  entitle 
it  to  refpeCtful  attention,  from  thofd 
whole  fentiments  may  differ  widely 
from  the  author’s. 

In  our  laSt  year’s  Register,  we 
announced  the  publication  of  a 
treatife  by  Mr.  Evanfon,  entitled* 
44  The  DiSlonance  of  the  four  ge¬ 
nerally  received  Evangelists,  &c.M 
During  the  prefen t  year,  Dr.  Prieft- 
ley  has  undertaken  to  reply  to  his 
arguments,  in  44  Letters  to  a  Young 
Man,  Part  II.”  and  to  eftabliSh 
the  authenticity  of  fame  of  thofe 
books,  which  Mr.  Evanfon  would 
exclude  from  the  canon  of  fcrip- 
ture.  After  making  fuch  liberal 
conceffions  to  his  opponent,  as  rem 
der  the  caufe  which  he  maintains 
lefs  vulnerable,  the  doCtor  offers  a  va¬ 
riety  of  important  remarks  on  the 
nature  of  historical  evidence  in 
general,  and  in  particular  on  that 
which  relates  to  the  propagation  of 
Christianity  ;  and  in  fupport  of  the 
competency  and  veracity  of  the 
Christian  writers,  at  the  latter  end 
of  the  fecond  century,  on  whofe. 
teStimony  the  authenticity  of  the 
gofpels  considerably  depends.  He 
afterwards  examines  the  grounds  of 
Mr.  Evanfon’s  preference  of  the 
Gofpel  of  Luke ;  his  particular 
objections  to  the  other  Gofpels;. 
and  the  charges  pf  diSTonance 
which  he  advanced.  And  we  muff 
own,  that  we  have  no  difficulty  iff 
acceding  to  his  conclusions*.  th'tft 
they  are  equally  entitled  to  ofir 
higheft  refpedt ;  and  that  riothmg. 
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can  be  inferred  from  their  difagree- 
merits,  but  that  the  authors  of  them 
did  "not  write  in  concert,  and  dad 
not  copy  from  one  another.  It  is 
not  probable,  however,  that  this 
publication  will  terminate  the  con- 
troverfy.  Mr.  Evanfon  has  ad¬ 
vanced  his  opinions  with  fo  much 
deliberation,  and  under  fuch  a  firm 
conviction  of  their  truth  and  im¬ 
portance,  that  we  mav  again  expedt 
to  fee  him  enter  the  lifts.  His  ap¬ 
pearance  will  call  forth  our  author, 
or  other  champions,  who  with  equal 
ardour,  an  equal  love  of  truth,  and 
a  diverfity  of  know]  edge  and  talents, 
may  agitate  the  queftion  in  a  va¬ 
riety  of  forms,  interefting  to  the 
divine  and  the  eccleiiaftical  hifto- 
rian.  Of  one  circumftance,  we  are 
perTuaded,  that  the  refult  of  fuch 
difcufiions  will  be  honourable  to 
the  caufe  of  truth  and  divine  re¬ 
velation. 

The  “  Reply  to  the  Rev.  F. 
Randolf’s  Letter,  to  the  Rev.  Dr. 
Prieftley,  or,  an  Examination  of  the 
Rev.  F.  Randolf  ’s  4  Scriptural Revi- 
fion  of  Socinian  Arguments,’  in  a  Se¬ 
ries  of  Letters  to  the  Authdr,  by  Ben¬ 
jamin  Hobhoufe,  Barrifter  at  Law, 
&c.”  is  one  of  the  moft  important 
of  the  treatifes  which  have  appear¬ 
ed  during  the  prefent  year,  in  the 
controverfy  relative  to  the  perfon  of 
Chrift.  Mr.  Hobhoufe,  who  was 
formerly  a  member  of  the  fame 
univerftty,  and  who  lives  in  habits 
of  friendfhip  with  Mr.  Randolf, 
conducts  his  reply  with  that  com¬ 
mendable  fpirit  and  temper,  which 
led  us  to  fpeak  favourably  of  his  op¬ 
ponent,  in  our  laft  volume.  And, 
ike, him,  he  appears  to  be  actuated 
py  no  other  motive  than  a  defire  of 
inding  out  truth,  and  of  promot¬ 
ing  religion  and  virtue  in  the  world. 
With  *this  view,  he  enters  into  a 
particular  difcuftion  of  all  the  ob- 
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jeCtions,  which  were  urged  by  Mr. 
Randolf;  contends  that  the  ancient 
fathers,  to  whom  he  appeals,  can¬ 
not,  by  the  rules  of  fair  criticilm, 
and  according  to  the  natural  fenfe 
and  meaning  of  their  language,  be 
brought  as  teitimonies  in  favour  of 
the  DoCtrine  of  the  Trinity ;  and 
apologizes  for  a  want  of  novelty  in 
his  arguments,  by  {bating  that  they 
are  advanced  in  oppofition  to  old 
and  very  common  obfervations, 
and  in  the  hope  of  engaging  Mr. 
Randolf  to  reply  to  them  .  We  con- 
fider  Mr.  Hobhoufe’s  treatife  to  be 
a  very  able  defence  of  the  caufe 
which  he  efpoufes ;  and  to  be  equal¬ 
ly  diftingui  died  by  learning,  inge¬ 
nuity,  and  logical  precifion. 

To  this  Reply,  Mr.  Randolf  has 
pub'iihed  a  rejoinder,  entitled, 
44  Scriptural  Revifion  of  Socinian 
Arguments  vindicated,  againft  th£ 
Reply  of  Benjamin  Hobhoufe, 
Efq.”  with  which  he  takes  his  leave 
of  the  conteft.  In  this  vindication, 
Mr.  Randolf  {bill  maintains,  that 
the  earlieft  fathers  of  the  church* 
previous  to  the  time  of  Juftin, 
who  has  been  acCufed  as  the  cor- 
ruptor  of  the  faith  delivered  to 
the  faints,  were  believers,  in  the 
confubftantiaj  divinity  of  Chrift'j 
and  that  the  texts  of  fcripture 
which  he  had  before  cited,  can¬ 
not  bear  any  other  fenfe  than 
that  which  he  had  given  them, 
tty  any  legitimate  and  defenfible 
mode  of  interpretation.  And  it 
cannot  be  doubted,  but  that,  as 
well  as  Mr.  Hobhoufe,  he  writes 
under  the  influence  of  firm  and  ho¬ 
ned:  conviction.  As  it  is  not  our 
province  to  enter  into  the  merits  of 
the  .-queftion,  we  muft  leave  it  to 
tfceir  readers  to  decide  to  which  of 
t^he  combatants  the  palm  of  victory  is 
due.  And  in  this  decifion,  the  great¬ 
er  number  will  moft  probably  be  inT 
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financed  by  the  view  which  they 
t hem felves  entertain  of  the  ftibj edt 
in  debate. 

Mr.  Porter’s  “  Defence  of  U'ni- 
tariamfm,  intended  as  an  Anfwer 
to  Dr.  Hawker’s  Sermons  on  the 
Divinity  oLCharifty”  is  the  produc¬ 
tion  of  a  writer  who,  from  ability 
as  well  as  zeal,  is  entitled  to  a  re- 
fpectable  flat  ion  among  modern 
difputants.  It  contains  a  particular 
examination  of  thofe  different  texts 
of  fcriptnre,  which  Dr.  Hawker  had 
brought'  forward  in  fupport  of  the 
dodfrine  of  the  Trinity,  to  which 
Mr.  Porter  gives  an  Unitarian  fenfe; 
and  an  ingenious  illuftration  .or  the 
importance  and  value  of  Chriftia- 
nity,  on  Unitarian  principles,  in 
oppofition  'to  thofe  views*  in  which 
the  dodtor  had  reprefented  it,  as  a 
comfortlefs  and  gloomy  fyiiem. 
We  cannot  fav  that  otir  author  has 
produced  any  new  arguments,  or 
criticifms,  in  defence  of  the  caufe 
which  he  embraces ;  but  he  has 
exerted  coniiderable  induftry  and 
fkill,  in  the  felection  and  difpoft- 
tion  of  evidence,  which  may.be 
familiar  to  the  reader  of  contro- 
verfial  theology. 

Soon  after  the  appearance  of  the 
laft  mentioned  treatise,  Dr.  Haw¬ 
ker  publifhed  The  .Evidence  of 
a  plenary  Infpiration,  a  Letter  to 
Mr.  Thomas  Porter,  in  Reply  to 
his  Defence  of  Unitarianifm 
which  was  followed  by  u  A  Letter 
to  Dr.  Hawker,  on  his  pretended 
Reply  to  Mr.  Porter’s  Defence  of 
Unitarianifm,  by  the  Author  of 
that  Defence.”  We  fhall  content 
ourfelves  with  infer  ting  only  the 
titles  of  thefe  publications,  as-  the 
fabjedfs  of.  them  are  fo.  old  and 
beaten ;  and  as  we  have  in  the  p re¬ 
lent,  as  well  as  in.  our  laft  volume, 
fuftitiently  apprifed  our  readers  of 
the  rank  which  the  refpedtive  :ati- 
4hor$  fuftain  among  polemics. ,  We 


we  were  forry,  however,  to  ob- 
ferve  any  appearances  of  illibera* 
litv  in  their  produdtions.  But  when 
we  found  the  former  gentleman 
clafiing  Unitarians  with  Deifts  and 
Moliammedans,  and  the  latter  ufing 
unneceffary  afperities  of  language, 
we  could  not,  in  our  minds,  en¬ 
tirely  acquit  either  of  them  of  fueh 
a  charge.  ■  ?  nvS 

Mr.  Bates's  treatife,  entitled, 
a  Obfervations  on  fome  important 
Points  of  Divinity,  chiefly  thofe  in 
Centre  verfv  between  Arminians 
and  Calvinifts,  &c.”  is  a  reoubli- 
cation  of  part  of  the  catholic  theo¬ 
logy  of  the  famous  Richard  Bax¬ 
ter.  The  deiign  of  the  editor  is  to 
oppofe  a  barrier  to  the  rapid  and 
increailng  progrefs  of  the  tenets  of 
the  Neceifitarians,  and  to  eftablifh 
a  middle  point,  where,  according 
to  his  opinion,  u  all  that  is  good  in 
the  two  extremes  of  Arrmnianifm 
and  Calvanifmmneet,  and  all  that  is 
exceptionable  is  excluded:  the 
grace  of  God  being  hereby  vindi¬ 
cated,  without  fubf  erting  his  moral 
government,  and  the  liberty  of  man 
afferted,  without  ufurping  upon  the 
grace  of  God.”,  And  he  particu¬ 
larly  recommends  the  reafonings  of 
our  old  divines,  as  carrying  with 
them  a  full  confutation  of  the  prin¬ 
ciple  on  which  Mr.  Edwards’s  cele¬ 
brated  book  is  built  ;  a  work  which 
has  been  confidered  as  unanfvvef- 
able,  by  Dr.  Prieftiey,  and  the  dif- 
cipies  of  the  Neceftitarian  fchooL 
,  The  Calviniftic  and  Socinian 
Sy  items  examined  and  compared, 
•as  to  their  moral  Tendency,  &c«  by 
Andrew  Fuller,”  is  a  publication  in 
which  the  author  retorts  on  the  So- 
cimans,  a  charge  which  they  have 
been  accuitomed  to  advance  againft 
the  followers  of  Calvin,  that  their 
principles,  pur  filed  to  their  proper 
exten t,  are  highly  u  nfa  v ourable.  to 
the  virtue  and'  happinefs  of  man- 
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kind.  We  cannot,  however,  pro-  The  treatife  entitled  Infant 
nounce  his  work  to  be  the  retort  Salvation'  an  Eflav,  to  prove  the 
courteous;  or  that  gentle  rebuke  Salvation  of  all  who  die  in  In- 
winch  is  likely  to  foften  and  gain  fancy,  with  Anfwers  to  Objec¬ 
ts  brethren.  If  his  opponents  tions,”  has  been  pubiilhed  from  a 
have  ever  ufnrped  that  chair  of  benevolent  with,  to  confole  thofe 
judgment,  on  which  modefty  and  parents  who  have  been  deprived" 
chriftian  humility  dare  not  to  fit,  of  their  children  in  the  blooming 
Mr.  Fuller  has  fhewn,  that  he  pof-  year  of  childhood;  and  whole 
Cedes  an  equally  bold  and  afpiring  minds  have  been  rendered  uneafv 
fpirit:  for  he  a  Herts,  that  the  ave-  by  thole  horrible  fyftems  of  dm- 
nues  which  lead  to  the  Socinian  nity,  as  they  have  been  called, 
fyftem,  are  not  “  an  opennefs  to  which  confign  all  who  die  in  in- 
convidtion,  or  a  free  and  impartial  fancy  to  the  regions  of  the  damned;- 
enquiry;  but  a  heart  fecretly  difaf-  To  fay  that  he  fadsfadtorily  over- 
fedted  to  the  true  charadfer  and  go-  turns  that  Blocking  and  blafphem- 
vernment  of  God,  and.  dillatisfied  ous  tenet,  is  no  more  than  barely 
with  the  gofpel  way  of  falvation.”  doing  the  author  juftice- 
If  they  have  mifreprefented,  and  Mr.  Haggit’s  u  Familiar  Treatife 
charged  with  improper  confe-  on  the  Sacrament,  & c.”  is  a  prac- 
quences,  thofe  tenets,  which  he  tical  work,  drawn  up  with  great 
deems  to  be  fcriptural ;  he  is  not  a  plainnefs,  and  confiderabie  anima- 
fevhit  behind  them  in  thefe  pradtices,  tion,  which  thofe  members  of  our 
3y  which  bigots  and  enthufiafts,  eftablilhed  church,  who  entertain 
of  the  Calviniftic,  of  the  Socinian,  rational  and  liberal  views  of  that 
and  of  every  other  creed,  adopted  Chriftian  rite,  will  find  an  accepts 
ly  Chriftians,  have,  in  their  turns,  able  and  ufeful  companion  to  the 
jdifgraced  the  religion  of  which  they  altar.  In  an  Appendix,  Mr.  Hag-: 
made  a  profeftion.  Mr.  Fuller  is  git,  with  great  modefty  and  can- 
mot  deficient  in  Ihrewdnefs,  if  he  dour,  fuggefts  a  variety  of  reafons, 
ie  fo  in  candour  ;  and  he  fhews,  to  Ihew  the  expediency  of  a  correc- 
that  he  is  not  unacquainted  with  tion  of  our  prefent  tranllation  of  the 
the.  writings  of  the  Socinians,  how-  Scriptures.  But  he  is  apprehenfive 
ever  harllily  and  contemptibly  he  *  that  reformation  has  received  a 
may  ipeak  of  their  fentime.nts.  deadly  wound,  from  the  violence, 

Mr.  Fawcett’s  pamphlet,  entitled  the  acrimony,  or  want  of  principle, 
u  The  Crofs  of  Chrift  conlidered,  in  thofe  who  have  pretended  to  be 
in  a  Letter  addreifed  to  Chriftians  its  warmeft  friends.  And  it  is  his 
of  all  Denominations,’5  is  a  ferious  opinion,  that  “  if  church  and  Bate 
and  practical  treatife,  exhibiting  the  defcend  to  pofterity,  unamended 
advantages,  according  to  the  Calvi-  by  the  prefent  generation,  thefe  are 
niftic  fyftem,  which  have  been  fe-  the  men  to  whom  it  is  chiefly  to 
cured  to  believers,  by  the  death  of  be  imputed.’'’ 

Chrift;  and  the  fuperior  motives  “  The  Chriftian  Mmifter’s  af- 
to  holinefs  and  virtue,  which  they  fedlionate  Advice  to  a  new-married 
derive  from  their, creed.  To  thofe  Couple,”  offers  many  canftdera- 
who  concur- with  the  author  in  opi-  tions  of  a  prudential,  and  of  a  re- 
nion,  this  addrefs is  calculated  to  be  ligious  nature,  which  are  richly 
acceptable,  from  the  familiar,  po-  deierving  the  attention  of  thofe 
pular  ftyle  in  which  it  is  written.  who  with  for  rational  happinefs  in 
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the  matrimonial  connexion.  Our 
gallantry,  however,  will  not  per¬ 
mit  us"  to  acquie fee  in  his  ex- 
pofition  of  the  apoflolic  advice, 
that  wives  fhould  fubmit  themfelves 
to  their  hufbands.  By  this  fubrnif- 
fion  he  underflands  44  unreferved 
fubordination,  and  reverential  de¬ 
ference  without  which  he  allures 
/  the  new-married  lady,  that  44  file 
prefents  a  fliocking  contrail  to  the 
fpoufe  of  Chrifl,”  representing 

not  the  churchy  but  the  world.” 

Mr.  Traveil’s  treatife  on  44  The 
Duties  of  the  Poor,  particularly  in 
the  Education  of  their  Children, &c.” 
contains  fentiments  and  advices 
worthy  of  a  well-informed  and  af¬ 
fectionate  parilh  prielt,  for  fuch  we 
understand  the  author  to  be ;  and 
excellently  adapted  to  the  comfort 
and  happinefs  of  that  clais  of  his 
parilhioners,  exprelfed  in  the  title- 
page*  The  leffons  which  he  en¬ 
forces  are  thofe  of  indultry,  fruga¬ 
lity,  honeliy,  fobriety,  chaflity, 
contentment,  humility,  charity,  and 
pitty.  And  the  flyle  and  language 
of  his  addrefs  are  plain  and  for¬ 
cible. 

Mr.  NeaPs  44  Free  Thoughts  re- 
fpeting  the  prefent  State  of  the 
Clergy  in  the  eftabliflied  Church, 
and  particularly  thofe  who  are  un¬ 
beneficed,”  are  intended  to  recom¬ 
mend  to  public  notice  the  neceffi- 
tous  condition  of  a  body  of  men, 
who  fuflain'the  greateft  part  of  the 
labour  of  the  clerical  office,  but 
who  receive  a  very  inadequate  pro¬ 
portion  of  its  emoluments.  Mr. 
Neal  reprefents  their  cafe  in  a  plain, 
but  interefling  point  of  view  ;  and 
pleads  rn  favour  of  induftry  and 
talents,  with  a  warmth  and  zeal 
which  do  him  honour. 

Mr.  Turner^  44  Free  Thoughts 
on  the  Spirit  of  free  Enquiry  in 
Religion,  &c.”  are  the  reflections 
of  a  venerable  old  niinifter,  whom 


we  have  had  different  opportuni¬ 
ties  of  commending,  for  the  good 
fenfe,  philanthropy,  and  chriftian 
temper  which  have  guided  his  pen. 
Differing  as  we  do  from  the  au¬ 
thor,  in  what  he  judges  to  be  effen- 
tial  doCtripes  of  Chriflianily,  and 
difapproving  of  the  limited  pro¬ 
vince  which  he  would  affign  to  cri- 
ticifm  and  metaphyfical  reafoning, 
when  the  interefls  of  religion  are 
concerned  ;  we  neverthelefs  concur 
in  the  general  fentiments  which  he 
enforces  in  this  pamphlet.  They 
contain,  in  unaffected,  temperate, 
yet  perfuafive  language,  proper  cau¬ 
tions  againft  the  abufe  of  free  en¬ 
quiry  in  religion  ;  and  exhortations 
to  candour,  toleration,  and  peace, 
among  Chriflians  of  all  denomi¬ 
nations.  Under  the  influence  of 
fiich  difpofitions,  he  juitly  thinks 
they  will  befl  fupport  and  adorn 
their  common  Chriilianity. 

In  enumerating  the  different  col¬ 
lections  of  ferr^ons  which  appeared 
during  the  year  1793,  our  firfl  at¬ 
tention  is  due  to  fuch  as  arepoflhu- 
mous  publications.  And  in  this  , 
number  we  meet  with  44  Sixteen 
Sermons  on  various  Subjects  and 
Occafions,  by  Ceorge  Horne,  D.  D. 
late  bifliop  of  Norwich,  now  firfl 
collected  into  one  Volume.”  With 
the  character  of  Dr.  Horne,  as  a 
pious  and  orthodox  divine,  accord¬ 
ing  to  the  creed  of  our  eflablifhed 
church,  and  as  a  practical,  pathetic* 
and  animated  preacher,  our  readers 
cannot  be  unacquainted.  Andnot- 
withflanding  that  his  bias  in  favour 
of  the  peculiarities  of  Hutchinlb- 
nianifm,  has  fometimes  rendered 
his  feripture  illuflrations  obfeure* 
and  his  opinions  flrange  and  fanci¬ 
ful,  the  fermons  collected  in  this 
volume  are  not  unwbrthv  of  the 
reputation  which  the  author  had  ac¬ 
quired  as  a  pulpit  orator.  To  en¬ 
ter  more  particularly  into  theif 
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merits,  would  be  improper,  as  they 
have  already  eftablilhed  their  cha¬ 
racter  in  the  eftimation  of  the 
public,  and  as  many  of  them  were 
publiftied  feveral  years  ago.  Exclu- 
five  of  the  Dncourfes  delivered 
on  particular  occafions,  this  vo¬ 
lume  contains  four  on  the  follow¬ 
ing  topics,  in  polemical  Theo- 
itfgy;  the  Condition  of  Juftifica- 
tion  ;  the  Objedt  of  religious  Ado¬ 
ration  ;  the  Duty,  of  contending 
for  the  Faith;  and  the  Trinity  in 
.Unity. 

The  next  publication  which  we 
have  to  notice,  is,  “  A  Collection 
of  Sermons  on  various  Subjects, 
by  William  Sellon,  late  Joint- 
Evening  Preacjier  at  the  Magdalen 
Hofpital.,,  Mr.  Sellon  was  for 
feveral  years  diftinguifhed  as  a  po¬ 
pular,  and  at  the  fame  time,  a  len- 
fible  and  judicious  preacher.  The 
fubjedts  on  which  he  expatiated 
were  chiefly  pradtical  and  inftruc- 
tive  ;  and  his  Ityle  and  language 
plain  and  familiar,  yet  elegant,  pa¬ 
thetic,  and  imprefiive.  Such,  in 
general,  is  the  defcription  of  the 
fermons  before  us ;  and  to  the 
charadter  above-mentioned  do  they 
entitle  their  late  worthy  author. 
They  appear,  however,  before  the 
critical  eye,  under  difadvantageous 
circumflances ;  as  they  were  not 
intended  by  the  author  for  publica¬ 
tion,  and  muff  be  fuppofed  to  con¬ 
tain  inaccuracies  and  inequalities, 
which  would  efcape  attention  when 
they  were  delivered  from  the  pul¬ 
pit,  but  which  he  would  have  been 
careful  to  corredt,  had  he  dcfigned 
to  commit  them  to  the  prefs. 

The  two  volumes  of  “  Sermons 
by  the  late  Rev.  John  Dryjdale, 
D,  D.  F.  R.  S.  Edim”  we  conii- 
der  to  be  a  very  important  and  va¬ 
luable  addition  to  this  clafs  of  Eng- 
lifh  competitions.  In  expreliing 
•ur  opinion  of  their  general  me- 
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rits,  we  have  no  difficulty  in  adopt- 
ing  the  elegant;  but  not  exagge¬ 
rated,  panegyric  of  Mr.  Moodie,  a 
refpedfable  miniftffr  of  Edinburgh, 
in  a  letter  to  the  editor :  u  I  conn- 
der  utility  as  the  chief  recommen¬ 
dation  of  a  fermon ;  and  this  qua 
lit.v  Dr.  Dryfdale’s  fermons  pofiefs 
in  a  moft  eminent  degree.  They 
difcover,  throughout,  a  moft  accu¬ 
rate  knowledge  of  human  nature, 
and  breathe  a  high  fpirit  of  piety 
and  virtue,  which  can  hardly  fail 
to  transfufe  itfel-f  into  the  mind  of 
the  reader.  The  ftyle  is  every 
where  forcible  and  imprefiive,  and 
at  the  fame  time  pure,  perspicuous, 
and  elegantly  iimple ;  free  from  all 
falfe  ornaments  and  ftudied  refine¬ 
ments,  and  from  every  thing  that 
might  betoken  a  light  and  frivo¬ 
lous  mind.  In  fhort,  thefe  fermons 
feem  admirably  calculated  to  in- 
fpire  the  mind  with  high  fentfr 
ments  of  piety  to  God,  truft  in 
providence,  independence  on  the 
world,  admiration  of  virtue,  Hea¬ 
dy  and  refolute  attachment  to  duty, 
and  contempt  of  every  thing  that 
is  bafe  or  diftionourable."’  Dr. 
Dryfdale’s  divinity  was  found  and 
orthodox,  according  to  the  ftandard 
of  the  Scottifh  church  :  but  when¬ 
ever  he  introduced  what  he  con¬ 
ceived  to  be  the  peculiar  dodtrines 
of  Chriftianity  into  his  difcourfes, 
he  endeavoured  to  reprefent  them 
rather  in  a  practical  than  fpecnla- 
tive  point  of  view.  To  thefe  vo¬ 
lumes  Mr.  Dalzel,  the  editor,  has 
prefixed  an  account  of  the  author’s 
lile  and  charadfer,  which  is  highly 
honourable  to  his  memory. 

Mr.  Williamfon’s  eight  fermons 
on  u  The  Truth,  Infpiration,  Au¬ 
thority,  and  End  of  the  Scriptures,” 
were  preached  before  the  univerfiiy 
of  Oxford,  in  the  prefent  year,  at 
the  Bampton  lecture.  In  thefe 
difcourfes  our  author  has  not  att¬ 
empted 
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tempted  the  introdudlion  of  any  Temptation  of  Chrift,  which  the 
new  arguments  on  the  topics  of  his  author  explains  according  to  the 
choice,  nor  impofed  upon  him-  literal  Interpretation ;  the  Miracle 
felf  an  arduous  talk  in- the  iieldg  of  at  the  Pool  of  Bethefda;  the  De- 
eriticifm  and  logical  deduction.  moniaCs,  in  which  the  common  no- 
The  fubjedts  of  them  are,  The  tion  of  the  agency  and  operation 
Importance 'of  Truth*  the  Truth  of  evil  fpirits  is  maintained;  the 
of  the  Scriptures;  the  Infpiration  #Refurredlion  of  Chrift;  the  genuine 
of  the  Scriptures;  the  Authority  of  Influence  of  Chriftianity  ;  the  Ac- 
the  Scriptures;  the  Doctrine  of  complilhment  of  Prophecy,  as  ilhif* 
Chrift' s  Atonement,  with  an  Exa-  trated  in  the  prefent  circumftances 
ruination  of  the  principal  Objec-  of  the  world  ;  and  the  Scripture 
tions  which  have  been  urged  againft-  Doctrine  of  the  Millennium.  Our 


it,  particularly  by  Dr.  Prieftley ; 
the  Nature  of  Chriftian  Faith,  with 
a  comparative  View  of  the  Tenets 
of  the  Church  of  England,  and  of 
its  Opponents;  and  the  Neceffity 
of  Obedience,  or  the  Effedts  which 
our  Chriftian  Profeffion  ought  to 
have  upon  our  Difpofitions,  our 
Actions,  and  our  Words.  On  thefe 
fubjedts  Mr.  Williamfon  writes 
with  ingenuity,  eafe,  and  good 
temper,  and  in  a  ftyle  that  is,  in 
in  general,  corredt  and  pleafing. 

>  Whether  he  will  be  regarded  as 
a  formidable  adverfary  by  the 
doughty  champions  of  herefy  and 
ichifm,  will  be  feen  by  the  degree 
of  notice  and  animadverfton  which 
his  ledlures  may  provoke. 

The  44  Difcourfes  on  various 
Subjedls,  illuftrative  of  the  Evi¬ 
dence,  Influence,  and  Doctrines  of 
Chriftianity,  by  the  Rev.  Robert 
Gray,  A.  M.”  are  the  productions 
of  an  able  and  ingenious  mind, 
well  llored  with  knowledge,  and 
laudably  anxious  to  employ  it  in 
ferving  the  bed  of  caufes.  They 
are  chiefly,  however,  confined  to 
fpec.ulative  points  ;  on  which  his 
fentiments  will  not  be  acceptable 
to  thofe  who  have  been  daring 
enough  to  ftrfy  from  the  high  road 
oi  orthodoxy.  The  fubjedts  of 
them  are,  The  Importance  of  pro- 
fecuting  our  Studies  and  Enquiries 
under  religious  Impreffions ;  the 


readers  will  perceive,  that  many  of 
the  fubjedts  which  Mr.  Gray  has 
undertaken  to  elucidate,  are  at¬ 
tended  with  confiderable  difficul¬ 
ties,  and  have  employed  the  pens 
or  forne  of  the',  able  ft  divines  and 
critics  which  modern  times  have 
produced.  That  Mr.  Gray  has 
been  more  fuccefsful  than  his  pre- 
decefl’ors  in  folving  thofe  difficul¬ 
ties,  is  what  we  will  not  affirm; 
efpeciallv  ^vhen  he  oppofes  the 
hypotheses  of  Farmer,  on  the  fub¬ 
jedts  of  the  Temptation,  and  the 
Demoniacs.  He  is,  notwithftand* 
ing,  highly  to  be  commended  for 
the  learning  and  diligence  which 
he  difcovers,  and  for  the  perfpicuity 
and  elegance  of  his  ftyle  and  lan¬ 
guage. 

Dodtor  Difney’s  two  volumes  of 
44  Sermons”  confift,  partly,  of  fuch 
as  have  already  appeared  in  print, 
and  been  publilhed  fingly,  and 
principally,  of  a  great  variety  of 
interefting  difcourfes  On  different 
topics  refpedling  religion,  morals," 
civil  and  religious  liberty ;  fome 
pradtical,  fome  fpeculative,  and 
fome  critical.  In  perilling  thefe 
difcourfes,  the  reader  will  perceive, 
that  the  author  is  uniformly  influ¬ 
enced  by  a  zealous  attachment  to 
freedom  of  enquiry,  a  deteftation. 
of  civil  and  ecclefiaftical  tyranny, 
an  ardent  -  love  df  truth,  and  a 
manly  intrepidity  in  expo  ling  what 
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he  conftders  to  be  civil  or  religious 
corruptions,  and  in  propagating 
what  appear  to  him  t:o  be  juft  views 
of  Chriftian  doctrine.  On.  thefe 
accounts  he  will  receive  the  com¬ 
mendation  of  every  perfon  of  a 
liberal  and  enlarged  mind,  how 
oppofite  foever  his  creed  may  be 
from  that  of  Dodtor  Dili'iey.  In 
penfiin^;  thefe  fermons,  the  author 
has  fuccefsfully  aimed  at  arranging 
his  ideas  with  perfpiculty  and  pre- 
ciiion,  and  cloathing  them  in  une¬ 
quivocal,  c'orredfc,  and  fimple  lan¬ 
guage. 

The  volume  of  44  Sermons  on 
various  Subjects,  by  William  Tur¬ 
ner, M  was  publifked  at  the  requeft 
of  a  congregation  of  proteftant 
diftenters  at  Wakefield,  of  which 
the  author  continued  minifter  to  a 
very  advanced  period  of  life.  The 
fubjedls  of  them  are  practical  and 
important;  and  are  treated  with  a 
warmth  and  animation  that  render 
them  highly  interefting  and  im- 
preflive,  and  bear  honourable  tef- 
timony  to  Mr.  Turner’s  piety  and 
goodnefs  of  heart.  They  are  alio 
to  be  commended  for  the  folid 
fenfe,  rational  and  liberal  fenti- 
ments,  juft  criticifois  and  remarks, 
ard  judicious  advice,  by  which  they 
are  diftinguiftied.  The  language 
In  which  they  are  written  rs  corredt, 
perfpicuous,  and  unaffedfed. 

Dr.  Worthington’s  44  Sermons” 
are  plain  and  popular  compofitions, 
In  which  general  and  pradlical  fub- 
jedts  are  difcuffed  in  an  eafy  and 
familiar  manner,  fuch  as  was  like¬ 
ly  to  fecure  attention  when  they 
were  delivered  from  the  pulpit. 
They  contain,  likewife,  fatisfadlory 
teftiiTionies  to  the  foundnefs  of  the 
author's  theological  fyftem  ;  efpe-- 
eially  in  44  A  ftiort  Difcourfe  on  the 
Divinity  of  Chrift, ’’which  is  affixed, 
in  this  difcourfe  Dr.  Worthington 
ftiews  that  he  is  not  entirely  free 
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from  that  dogmatical  fpirit,  which 
too  commonly  poffeffes  the  minds 
of  religious  difputants,  and  which 
docs  not  betoken  a  fuperabuncfence 
of  diffidence  or  of  candour:  for 
he  denies  “that  the  queftion  admits 
of  controverfy,  uniefs,  while  the 
fcriptures  are  opened,  men  will 
difpute  whether  the  words  which 
they  read  are  really  there  or  not.” 

Dr.  Liquorifh’s  44  Sermons,  and 
Tradts  upon  various  Subjects,  lite¬ 
rary,  critical,  and  political,  vol.  I.” 
exclufive  of  two  difcourfes  con¬ 
taining  common  and  obvious  ob- 
fervations  in  a  diffufe  ftyle,  on  the 
nature  and  life  of  poverty  and 
iriches,  with  remarks  on  the  prefen 
inequality  of  mankind  in  this  re- 
fpedt,  confift  of  a  preface,  a  pre 
diminary  differtation,  appendixes, 
and  notes.  The  contents  of  thefe 
are  too  mixed  and  heterogeneous 
to  be  entitled  to  diftindt  notice  in 
this  place.  One  principal  objedt 
of  them,  however,  appears  to  be  this, 
to  recommend  the  hard  cafe  of 
many  of  the  inferior  and  unbe- 
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neficed  clergy,  among  whom  the 
author  ranks  men  of  learning  and 
worth,  who  are  left  to  languifh  in 
obfcurity  and  want,  while  they 
fee  many  illiterate  and  infufficient 
perfons  occupying  dignified  fta- 
tions,  and  enjoying  the  emoluments 
of  the  church.  Dr.  Liquorifn  alfo. 
takes  confiderable  pains  to  eftablifh 
the  fuperiority  of  the  clergy,  in 
point  of  learning,  over  the  diffeht- 
ing  mini  fters,  and,  by  a  warm  recom¬ 
mendation  of  the  ableft  writers  on 
the  fubjedl  of  the  Trinity,  to  make 
the  beft  reparation’  in  his  power  to 
the  mother  church,  for  having  been 
formerly  feduced  into  the  devious’ 
paths  of  herefy  and  Unitaranifm. 
Should  he  meet  with  encourage¬ 
ment  from  the  fale  of  this  volume, 
and  lay  theft* ‘difcourfes  before  the 
public,  to  which  k  is  only  preli- 

O  minary, 
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min arv,  we  may  have  a  fairer  op¬ 
portunity  of  judging  what  are  his 
claims  to  merit  i,n  this  Hue  of  com- 
pofttion. 

I)r.  Booker’s,  u  Sermons  on  va¬ 
rious  Subjects,  intended  to  promote 
Chriftian  Knowledge  and  Human 
Happinefs,”  are  partly  practical, 
and  partly  fpec ulative.  Thofe  of 
them  that  are,  properly  fpeaking, 
fpeculative,  are  intended  to  illus¬ 
trate  the  doHrine  of  the  divinity  of 
Chrift.  The  reft  of  the  volume 
confifts  of  fermons  delivered  on 
public  occafions,  and  of  others  on 
important  and  interefting  topics. 
The  author  informs  us  that  they 
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**  were  written  to  be  preached,  ra¬ 
ther  than*  to  be  publifhed  and 
that  therefore,  “perfpicuity  and 
plainnefs  are  qualities  which  he  has 
been  more  felicitous  to  attai..  than 
elegance  and  refinement.”  The 
ftyie  in  which  they  are  written  is 
animated  and  impreiiive,  but  not 
correct  and  chafle  enough  for  fober 
didaeftic  or  perfuafive  profe.  Into 
this  fault  the  author  has  been  be¬ 
trayed  by  a  warmth  of  fancy  and 
imagination  which  has  ftrongiy  re^ 
Commended  his  poetical  labours  to 
the  approbation  of  the  public. 

Dr.  Trinder’s  “  Twenty  practical 
Sermons,  entitled,  the  Philanthro¬ 
pic  Monitor,”  were  originally  pub- 
liftied  in  a  detached  form,  with  the 
benevolent  view  of  promoting  a 
fpirit  of  ferioufnefs,  and  a  reforma¬ 
tion  of  manners  among  the  moft 
vicious  and  prodigate  members 
of  fociety.  Of  fuch  a  defign  it  is 
impoflible  not  to  fpeak  in  terms  of 
approbation.  The  execution  of  it, 
however,  would  have  been  lefs  ex¬ 
ceptionable,  if  the  author  had  not 
occaftonally  advanced  opinions 
which,  in  the  judgment  of  the  li¬ 
beral  part  of  mankind,  tend  to  pre- 
ferve  the  influence  of  fuperftition 
in  the  world,  and  if  he  had  uni— 
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formly  refrained  from  the  language 
of  fyftematic  theology. 

The  third  volume  of  u  Pradti- 
cal  Sermons,  feledted  and  abridged 
from  various  Authors,  by  J.  Charles- 
worth,  M.  A.”  is  the  continuation 
of  a  plan  which  will  be  found  ufe- 
ful  to  readers  in  general,  and  par¬ 
ticularly  adapted  for  families.  Our 
opinion  of  the  manner  in  which 
Mr.  Charlefworth  has  conduced  j 
his  work,  may  be  collected  from  the 
accounts  which  we  gave  of  the  firft 
and  fecond  volumes,  in  our  Re- 
gifters  for  the  years  1788  and  1790; 
Two  of  the  fermons  which  com- 
pofe  the  volume  before  us,  were 
written  by  the  editor  ;  the  reft 
have  been  taken  from  the  works  of 
Bourn,  Gerard,  Amory,  Blair,  Pa- 
terfon,  Jortin,  Reyner,  Leland, 
Duchal,  and  Balguv. 

.  Tie  “  Six  Sermons  bv  the  Rev. 
E.  W.  Whitaker,  Rerfor  of  St. 
Mildred's,  Canterbury,”  are  chief¬ 
ly  practical,  and  intended  to  enforce 
the  obligations  of  religion  on  men, 
confidered  in  their  individual  capa¬ 
cities,  and  as  members  of  fociety. 
His  arguments  are  deduced  from 
the  doHrine  of  the  divine  govern¬ 
ment  and  providence ;  and  are  ar¬ 
ranged  with  perfpicuity,  in  a  po¬ 
pular  and  animated  ftyie.  We 
think,  however,  that  their  applica¬ 
tion  is  difputable,  when  he  con-' 
ne<5ts  them  with  political  events, 
and  particularly  thofe  which  con¬ 
tinue  to  agitate  a  neighbouring 
country.  And  we  cannot  admit 
his  principles  of  obedience  to  civil 
inftitutions  to  be  found  and  ortho¬ 
dox,  when  tried  by  the  fpirit  of  the 
Britifh  Conftitution,  or  a  liberal 
and  fair  conftrudftion  of  the  apofto- 
lic  precepts. 

•Mr.  Palmers  u  Difcourfes  on 
Truth,  the  Importance  of  it,  and 
the  right  Way  of  obtaining  it,”  are 
particularly  defigned  lor  thofe 

“  clafles 
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gi  claffes  of  Christians,  who,  though 
they  profefs  great  zeal  for  the  truth, 
are  only  zealous  for  their  own  opi¬ 
nions,  which  they  have  taken  up  by 
accident,  or  upon  the  authority 
of  other  perfons,  without  having 
impartially  examined  for  them- 
felves;  having  no  juft  idea  of  the 
right  of  private  judgment,  or  the 
importance  of  free  enquiry,  which 
are  the  -fir  ft  principles  of  proteftant 
Chriftianity.”  Notwithstanding 
that  we  differ  from  the  author  with 
refpeCt  to  fome  of  his  incidental 
obfervations,  and  the  conclufions 
which  he  imagines  would  follow 
from  the  application  of  his  rules, 
we  think  them,  on  the  whole,  ra¬ 
tional,  valuable,  and  important, 
and  calculated  to  produce  good 
effeCts  on  difpaflionate  and  unpre¬ 
judiced  minds.  They  are  written 
with  method  and  precifion,  with 
candour  and  good  temper. 

Mr.  Houfman’s  “  Sermons  upon 
feledf  Names  and  Titles  afcribed  in 
the  Word  of  God  to  Jefus  Chrift, 
Vol.  I.”  are  intended,  by  a  com¬ 
parison  and  illuftration  of  a  variety 
of  texts,  in  the  Old  and  New 
Teftaments,  to  exhibit  a  popular 
view  of  the  arguments  which  may 
be  deduced  from  Scripture,  in  fa¬ 
vour  of  the  Trinitarian  hypothecs. 
They  are  compofed  with  neatnels 
and  animation  ;  but  the  critical  and 
logical  heretic  will  demur  to  the 
author’s  interpretations  and  con- 
cluftons.  What  Mr.  Houfman 
conceives  to  be  clear  and  evident, 
obvious  and  inconteftible,  in  favour 
of  .his  principles,  his  opponent  will 
pronounce  to  be  inapplicable,  un¬ 
naturally  tortured  into  a  foreign 
■  fenfe,  or  clearly  and  obvioiifly  de- 
cifive  of  an  oppofite  coiiftruCtion. 

Mr.  Sibly’s  three  fermons,  inti- 
tied,  “  An  Anfwer  to  the  inoft  im¬ 
portant  Queftion,  & c.”  are  intended 
to  convey  an  idea  of  the  opinion  held 
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by  the  New  Jeruftdem  Church,  re- 
fpccting  the  per  lb  n  of  Chrift.  The 
queftion  which  he  feiefts  is  ‘hat  of 
Pharaoh,  in  Exodus  v.  2.  “  Who  is 
the  .Lord  ?”  The  anfwer  is  dehgned 
to  ftiew,  that  Jefus  Chrift  is  the 
Lord;  that;  he  is, God  alone;  and  to 
eftablifti  proofs  of  his  felf-exiftence, 
eternity,  infinity,  omnipotence,  and 
divine  humanity.  What  is  meant 
by  the  phrafe  divine  humanity ,  we 
muft  leave  our  readers  to  difcover* 
from  the  language  of  our  authoij 
and  the  other  writers  of  the  Svve- 
denborgian  School.  We  readily 
acknowledge  it  to  be.  too  fublime 
for  our  conception. 

The  “  Sermons  on  the  Hiftory 
of  Jofeph,  by  the  Rev.  N.  May, 
A.  M.”  will  be  chiefly  acceptable  ' 
to  thofe  descriptions;  of  Cheiftian.Syp 
who  have  been,  aeeuftamed  to  affix 
allegorical  and  fpirifuai:  meanings 
to  the  narrative  and  deffriptive 
language  of  the  Old  Teftainent 
writings;  and  to  confider  the  prin¬ 
cipal  perfons  whole  hiftories  they 
contain,  and  the  events  recorded, 
to  be  typical  of  Chrift,  and  the 
circum  fiances  under  the  Chriftian 
difpenfation.  In  our-;  eftimation, 
however,  fuch  conitnuhtions  of 
fcripture  are  not  only  forced  and 
unnatural,  but  often  burlefqne  and 
ludicrous ;  and  tend  greatly  to  ex- 
*pofe  the  caufe  of  divine  revelation 
to  the  animadverflons  and  con¬ 
tempt  of  its  enemies.  To  what¬ 
ever  approbation,  therefore,  we 
may  think  Mr.  May  entitled,  from 
the  ferioufnefs  of  his  views,  and 
the  goodnefs  of  his  intentions,  we 
have  no  praife  to  beftow  on  the 
plan  or  execution  of  his  work. 

Mr.  Jerment’s  difcourfes,  inti- 
tied  “  Early  Piety  illuftrated  and 
recommended,”  contain  much  Se¬ 
rious  and  affectionate  advice  on  re¬ 
ligious,  moral,  and  mifcellaneovis 
topics,  which  is  highly  ddsnving  of 

O  a  the 
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the  attention  of  young  perfons. 
But  we  cannot  fav  that  the  author 
has  our  unqualified  approbation. 
We  think  fomd  of  his  remarks  to 
be  too  fevere  and  rigid;  and  his 
profcription  of  amufeitients  to  be 
carried  to  an  extreme which  is  in¬ 
judicious  and  fuperftitious.  To 
drefs  religion  in  the  garb  of  the 
cloifter,  or  to  give  to  her  counte¬ 
nance  a  gloomy  and  fat-urnine  af- 
peft,  we  conceive  to  be  an  injudi¬ 
cious  method  of  recommending 
her  to  the  notice  and'  efleem  of  the 
young.  And  we  think  it  as  inju¬ 
rious  as  it  is  injudicious. 

Among  the  few  fingle  fermons 
of  the  year  1793,  of  which  our  li¬ 
mits  w*iil  permit  us  to  take  notice, 
our  fir’ll  attention  is  due  to  that 
“  preached  before  the  Lords  Spiri¬ 
tual  and  Temporal,  in  the  Abbey 
Church  of  St.  Peter,  Weflminfter, 
on  Wednefclay,  January  30th,  by 
Samuel  Lord  Bifhop  of  St.  Da¬ 
vid’s.”  In  the  beginning  of  this 
difcourfe,  the  right  rev.  prelate, 
in  a  phrafeology  and  language  pe¬ 
culiarly  his  own,  fcharges this  coun- 
try  with  folly,  for  prefuming  to 
indulge  a  freedom  of. difpute  44  upon 
.matters  of  fuch  high  importance  as 
the  origin  of  government,  and  the 
authority  of  fovereigns.”  In  a 
fimilar  tone,  lie  endeavours  to  ex¬ 
plode  their  political  creed,  who 
contend  that  the  firft  forms  of  go¬ 
vernment  originated  in  general  con- 
fent,  or,  to  ufe  his  lordfhip’s 
words,  44  a  previous  flate  of  no 
government,  falfely  called  the  Hate 
of  nature:”  in  oppofition  to  which 
he  maintains,  that  44  the  govern¬ 
ment  which  now  are,  have  arifen 
from  that  original  government  urn 
der  which  the  firft  generations  of 
men  were  brought  into  exiftence.” 

'  An  opinion  which  the  reader  will 
,  remark  his  lordfiiip  has  the  honour 
of  borrowing  from  the  reveries  of 


ITERATURE. 

I  I 

fir  Thomas  Filmer.  The  princi¬ 
ple  of  fubjeftion  he  defines  to  be, 

44  not  that  principle  of  common 
honeftv  which  binds  a  man  to  his 

J 

own  engagements,  much  lefs  that 
principle  of  political  honefty  which 
binds  the  child  to  the  anceftor’s  en¬ 
gagements  ;  but  a  confcientious 
lubmillion  to  the  will  of  God.”  In 
oppofition  to  that  doftrine  of  re¬ 
finance  to  bad  princes,  on  which 
Englifhmen  have  been  accuftomed 
to  pride  themfelves,  as  the  bafis  of 
their  free  government,  he  contends, 
that 44  man’s  abufe  of  his  delegated 
authority  is  to  be  borne  with  refign- 
ation,  like  any  other  of  God’s  judg¬ 
ments.”  Refiftance,  therefore,  to 
the  powers  that  be,  however  con- 
ftituted,  and  under  whatever  cir- 
cum  fiances,  is  an  attack  on  the  jus 
divinum,  an  aft  of  rebellion  againfi; 
•God.  Daring  the  reigns  of  the 
princes  of  the  Stuart  line,  fuch 
doftrines  would  have  received  the 
royal  imprimatur,  and  been  echoed 
by  every  courtly  fycophant.  Un¬ 
der  the  Brynfwic  dynafty,  every 
effort  at  propagating  them  is  a  re¬ 
flection  on  the  reigning  family ;  as 
it  is  an  avowed  oppofition  to  the 
principles  on  which  they  were 
raifed  to  the  throne.  His  lorclfliip’s 
^limitation  of  his  Chriftian  charity, 
likewife,  with  refpeft  to  thofe  who 
vindicate  the  trial  and  condemna¬ 
tion  of  Charles  I.  is  equally  to  be 
reprobated  with  the' heterodoxy  of 
his  political  faith.  In  an  Appen¬ 
dix,  Dr.  Horfley  employs  himfelf 
in  vindicating  Calvin  from  the 
charge  which  had  been  brought; 
againfi  him  by  Mr.  Piowdenp  of 
entertaining  levelling,  and  feditious 
principles  :  a  point  that,  which  ever 
way  it  be  decided,  we  conceive  to 
•be  of  very  little  importance  to  thofe 
'who  live  near  the  end  of  the  eigh- 
teenth  century. 

-  *-Tho  4i  Sermon  preached  before 

-  th< 
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the  Lords  Spiritual  and  Temporal, 
in  the  Abbey  Church  of  St.  Peter, 
Weftminfter,  on  Friday,  April  19, 
1793,  being  the  day  appointed  for 
a  general  Fall,  by  Richard  Lord 
Bilhop  of  Gloucefter,”  as  far  as  it 
enforces  national  repentance  and 
reformation,  as  the  means  of  avert¬ 
ing  thofe  evils  which  are  common¬ 
ly  the  punifliments  of  public  dege¬ 
neracy,  and  of  fecuring  the  protec¬ 
tion  and  blefling  of  heaven,  con¬ 
tains  a  number  of  important  obfer- 
vations,  well  adapted  to  a  day  of 
national  humiliation.  But  when 
the  right  rev.  prelate  mixes  poli¬ 
tics  with  /.his  theology,  the  princi¬ 
ples  which  he  avows,  and  the  lan¬ 
guage  which  he  ufes,  are  calculated 
to  excite  feelings  in  the  mind,  very 
difcordant  with  that  mild^  humble, 
and  broken  fpirit,  which  we,  have 
been  led  to  confider  as  infeparable 
from  Chriftian  penitence.  Nor  do 
we  think  them  more  reconcileable 
with  that  philanthropy,  that  pity 
for  the  infirmities  and  errors  of 
others,  and  that  difpofition  to  for¬ 
give  the  injuries  we  receive  from 
others,  which  conftitute  one  diftin- 
guifliing  excellence  of  the  religion 
•  of  Chrift.  For  he  holds  out  the 
French  people,  with  whom  we  are 
at  war,  in  every  odious  light  that 
can  excite  contempt  and  horror, 
refentment  and  indignation.  And 
he  represents  the  confederated 
powers  as  executing  “  the  wrath  of 
God  on  their  devoted  heads 
while,  as  a  motive  to  repentance, 
he  obferves,  that,  “.if  by  a  ftrict 
obedience  to  the  divine  laws,  we 
,  fhew  ourfelves  faithful  in  the  fer- 
yice  of  the  Almighty,  we  may  hope 
to  be  thought  not  unworthy  means, 
in  his  hands,  of  avenging  the  blood 
of  a  murdered  Sovereign.”  Are 
fuch  fentiments  compatible  with 
the  genius  of  that  gofpel  which  was 
preached  by  the  Prince  of  Peace;  ? 
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Dr.  Huntingford’s  “  Sermon, 
preached  before  the  honourable 
Houfe  of  Commons,  in  the  Church 
of  St.  Margaret,  Weftminfter,”  on 
the  fame  occafion,  contains  an  ele¬ 
gant  and  forcible  illuftratio'n  of  the 
importance  and  neceiiity  of  religious 
principles  to  man,  confidered  in  his 
individual  capacity,  and  as  a  mem¬ 
ber  of  civil  focietv.  Faith  ill  God, 
and  beneficence  to  man,  lie  very 
-happily  {hews  to  be  infeparable  dm 
ties,  “  in  every  point  of  view  kin¬ 
dred  graces,  moft  admirable  and 
lovely  and  that  man  to  be  “  the 
true  friend  of  human  nature,  who 
endeavours  to  recommend  and  efta- 
blifti  them,  as  the  fnreft  guides  to 
temporal  and  Spiritual  happinefs.” 
In  fuch  principles,-  fo  becoming  a 
minifter  6f  the  chriftian  religion, 
and  in  the  arguments  by  which  he 
fup ports  them,  Dr.  Huntingford 
wi  11  have  the  cheerful  concurrence 
of  every  s;ood  man.  To  what  is 
laid  by  him  of  the  grounds  of  the 
prefent  war,  and  in  defence  of  it 
againft  French  irreligiofi  and  athe- 
ifm,  many  of  the  molt  enlightened 
men  of  the  age,  and  the  moft  zea¬ 
lous  advocates  for  the  indepen¬ 
dence,  happinefs,  and  true  dignity 
of  this  country,  cannot  fubfcribev 
We  (hall  now  ciofe  our  theologi¬ 
cal,  and  politico-theological  lift, 
with  a  brief  notice  of  two  anony¬ 
mous  publications,  which  appeared 
in  confluence  ol  the  proclamation 
for  a  general  faft.  The  firft  of 
thefe is, entitled,  “Food  for  Nation-; 
al  Penitence,  or  a  Difconrle  in¬ 
tended  for  the  approaching  Faft 
Day.”  The  author  of  this  fenfible 
and  elegant  production,  points  out 
the  peculiar  propriety  of  our  mak¬ 
ing  our  national  crimes  the  fubjeCts 
of  our  reflections  and  penitence,  on 
days  of  public  humiliation ;  and 
direCts  his  readers  to  feme  of  thofe 
offences  and  delinquencies  which, 
O  3  if 
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if  not  corrected,  44  will  render  a 
day  of  fafting  and  grayer,  in  the 
eyes  of  God  and  of  i»eafonab!e  men, 
a  meer  mockery  of  religion.”  We 
think  that  the  fpirit  in"  which  this 
difcourleis  written,  and  the ferions 
home  trutlri't  fpeaks  to  every  Bri- 
tiili  mind,  render  it  worthy  of  being 
refcued  from  the  fate  which  com¬ 
monly  attends  anonymous  and  tem¬ 
porary  produdtions. 

The  other  treatife  is  intitled  44  Sins 
of  the  Government,  Sins  of  the  Na¬ 
tion  ;  or  a  Difcourfe  for  the  Faff, 
^appointed  on  April  19,  1793,  by  a 
Volunteer.”  This  difcourfe  is  one 
of  the  mod:  animated,  energetic, 
and  eloquent  competitions  that 
ever  iffued  from;  the  prefs  on  fuch 
a  public  oecafion.  National  fins 
are-  expofed1  in  it  with  a  force  and 
fpirit  whith  are.peculiarly  imp^elT- 
Ne;  and  the  evils. and  miferies  of 
war  depifted  with  a  ftrength  of  co¬ 
louring  which  mull  excite  the  ab¬ 
horrence  of  every  undebauched 
mind.  The  duties  which  it  enforces 
on  the  good:  man,  and  the  lover  of 
his  country,  are  equally  important 
and  interesting ;  and  the  reafonings 
and  advices  which  it  contains  are 
recommended  by  originality  of 
thought,  and  weight  of  argument, 
as  well  as  the  graces  of  fine  writing. 

in  our  Regifter  for  the  year  1  790, 
we  introduced  our  fhort  account 
of  the  philolophical  produftio.ns  of 
the  year,  by  announcing  the  firfl 
volume  of  “  Elements  of  Moral 
Science,  by  James  Beattie,  L.  L.  D.” 
During  the  prefect  year,  that  author 
has  publiflied  the  fecond  volume  of 
the  lame  work.  This  volume  is 
divided  into  four  parts,  under  the 
heads  of  ethics,  economics,  poli- 
t  cs,  and  logic.  In  the  firil  part, 
the  author  difeufies  a  variety  of 
topics  on  the  fubjefts  of.  morals, 
ajtd  the  dudes  \ye  owe  to  the  Deity, 
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to  our  fellow  creatures,  and  to  oul> 
felves.  The  fecond  part  contains 
much  ufeful  and- important  matter, 
under  the  title  already  given,  which 
affords  abundant  evidence  of  the 
authors  po  fie  fling  a  well  informed, 
liberal,  and  benevolent  mind.  Tnr 
third  part  comprifes  many  curious, 
as  well  as  inftruftive  fubjefts,  in 
which,  in  genera Dr.  Beattie  pur- 
fues  a  medium  track  between  the 
theories  which  divide  the  opinions 
of  modern  politicians.  The  fourth 
part  is  devoted  to  logic*  and  rhe¬ 
toric  confidered  as  connected  with, 
and  forming  an  important  branch  of 
that  fcience.  Dr.  Beattie's  charafter 
as  a  moral  and  critical  writer  is  fo 
well  known,  that  it  is  entirely  urt- 
neceflary  for  us  to  call  the  attention 
of  our  readers  to  it,  in  this  place. 
The  volume  before  us  will  not  de- 
traff  from  the  .merit  which  the  au¬ 
thor  acquired  by  the  former  part  of 
this  elementary  work. 

The  next  work  of  importance 
which  calls  for  our  notice,  is  enti¬ 
tled,  “  Principles  of  Moral  and  Po-, 
litical  Science ;  being  chiefly  a, 
Retrofpeff  of  Lectures  delivered  in 
the  College  of  Edinburgh,  by 
Adam  Fergufon,  LLD.  and  F.  R. 
S.  E.  late  Profeffor  of  Moral  Philo- 
fophy,  in  2  Vols.”  ••  In  an  intro- 
duftory  advertifement,  Dr.  Fergu- 
fon  informs  us,  that  when  he  enter¬ 
ed  on  the  duties  of  the  profefibr- 
fliip  of  moral  philofophy,  he  did 
not  compofe  a  conrfe  of  k  flu  res  to 
be  read  to  his  pupils,  and  thus  to 
anticipate  the  labours  of  fuCceeding 
years;  butconceiving  that  difeuifion 
and  even  information  might  come 
with  more .  effeft  from  a  perfon 
who- was  making  his  own  higheft 
efforts  of  difquifttion  and  judg¬ 
ment,  than  from  one  who  might 
be-  langui  filing  while  he  read,  .or 
repeated  a  lecture  previoufly  com- 
*  pofe4 ; 
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poled  ;  he  determined  to  have  no 
more  in  writing  than  the  heads  or 
fhort  notes  from  which  he  was  to 
fpeak,  preparing  himfelf,  however, 
very  diligently  for  every  particular 
day’s  work.  As  his  notes  acquired 
a  certain  extent,  he  had  them  print¬ 
ed,  for  the  ufe  of  his  Undents,  un¬ 
der  different  titles  ;  and  at  laft  un¬ 
der  that  of  Inltitutes  of  moral  Phi- 
lofophy .  Since  he  has  retired  from 
the  -fatigue  of  public  inftrudtion, 
he  has  employed  himfelf  in  recall¬ 
ing  labours  that  were  pall,  and  in 
filling  up  general  titles  already  in- 
yeftigated ;  fome  of  which  he  has 
very  properly  omitted  in  a  work 
intended  for  public  infpedtion, 
while  he  has  freely  introduced  fuch 
variations  as  appeared  to  be  im¬ 
provements.  The  work  before  us 
is  divided  into  two  parts.  In  the 
firlt,  Dr.  Fergufon  treats  of  the 
moil  general  appearances  in  the 
nature  and  hate  of  man.  This  part 
is  fubdivided  into  three  chapters, 
in  which  he  fucceilively  difculfes 
man’s  place  and  defcription  in  the 
leak  of  being ;  mind,  or  the  cha- 
radteriftics  of  his  intelligence  ■  and 
the  confideration  of  his  progredive 
nature,  under  the  heads  of  habit, 
ambition,  commercial  and  political 
arts,  fciences,  fine  arts,  moral  ap- 
prehenfion,  and  a  future  hate  In 
the  fecond  party  Dr.  Fergufon  ex¬ 
amines  into  the  fpecific  good  inci¬ 
dent  to  human  nature,  and  treats  of 
moral  law,  or  the  diftindtion  of 
good  and  evil,  and  its  fy hematic 
application  to  ethics,  jurifprn deuce, 
and  politics.'  He  is  a  difciple  of 
the  Itoical  philofophy,  as  corredted 
and  amended  in  the  Peripatetic 
fchool.  In  his  metaphyfics,  he  en¬ 
deavours  to  revive  the  dodtrines  of 
Ariftotle,  in  oppofition  to  thofe  of 
Locke  and  Berkley  :  in  his  theory 
of  morals  he  agrees,  in  general, 
with  Hufchefon  and  Reid  ;  in  ju- 
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rifprudence  he  chiefly  follows  Gro- 
tius ;  and  in  politics,  Montefquieu 
and  Hume.  While  clifcuiling  thefe 
various  topics,  Dr.  Fergufon  dif- 
claims  all  pretenfions  to  originality  ; 
and  oblerves,  that  there  is  not  in 
this  colledtion  any  leading  thought, 
or  principle  of  moment,  which  may 
not  be  found  in  the  writings .  of 
others.  His  o.bjedt  is  not  novelty, 
but  benefit  to  the  Itudent.  In  this 
object  he  has  completely  fucceeded, 
by  prefenting  him  wjth  a  work 
equally  valuable  for  the  extent  and 
importance  of  the  information 
which  it  conveys  ;  the  judgment 
and  ingenuity  which  the  author 
difeovers  ;-and  his  happy  method 
of  illuftrating  his  principles.  With¬ 
out  expreffing  any  opinion  with  re- 
fpedt  to  the  truth  ;of  his  phjlqfophy, 
we  recommend  his  work  as  afford¬ 
ing  the  molt  ,  ample,  perfpicuous, 
and  unexceptionable  view  that,  we 
have  met  with,  of  the  theories.which 
he  embraces. 

The  “  Efiav  on  Philofophical 
Neceffity,  by  Alexander  Crombie, 
A.  M.”  is  divided  into  four  chap¬ 
ters.  I11  the  firft  the  author  endea¬ 
vours  to  eftablifh  his  hypothefis  by 
proving,  in  different  points  ,of  view, 
the  -  abfolute. , ,  connedtion  -  between 
adtions  and  motives,  as  their  caufes ; 
and  by  {hewing  how  its  truth  ne- 
ceflarily  follows  from  the  doctrine 
of  the  Divine  prefence,  an  attribute 
infeparable  from  a  juft  and  honour¬ 
able  idea  of  the  Deity.  T he.  fecond 
chapter  is  employed  in  anfwering 
the  principal  objedtibns  againft  the 
dodtrine  of  neceffity,  advanced  by 
Dr.  Price,  Mr.  Palmer,  and  Dr. 
Reid:  efpecially  thofe  founded  on 
experience,  on  confcioufnefs,  and 
on  the  nature  and  obligations  of 
virtue.  In  the  third  chapter  Mr. 
Crombie  enters  into  an  examination 
of  the  molt  important  part  of  Dr. 
Gregory’s  Efiay  in  defence  ol  philo- 
O  4  fophical 
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fophical  Liberty,  which  was  noticed 
by  11s  in  our  lad  volume ;  and  vim 
d'cates  the  oppoftte  doctrine  againft 
the  charge  of  contradictions  and 
absurdities  which  the  Dodtor  exhi¬ 
bited  againft  it,  on  the  fuppofition 
of  the  fame  neeefiary  connexion 
between  .motive  and  adtion,  as  be¬ 
tween  caufe  and  effedt,  The  fourth 
chapter  contains  a  general  view  of 
the  fy  items.  of  liberty  and  neceffity, 
with  refpedf  to  their  fpeculative 
and  praCfical  tendency.  In  this 
work  Mr.  Crombie  has  ihewn  him- 
felf-to  be  an  able  advocate  for  the 
caufe  which  he  engaged  to  defend, 
and  has  fucceeded  in  illuftratino-  it 

c!>  * 

in  a  more,  intelligible  and  familiar 
manner,  than  is  the  cafe  with  the 
greater,  number  of  writers  on  fuch 
fubjedls  of  a b dr ufe  fpecplation.  It 
is,  therefore,  peculiarly  adapted 
for.  their  ufe,  who  have  not  been 
much  converfant  in  fhch  enquiries. 

.  From  the  title  of  the  following 
work,  our  readers  will  fufficientlv 
Underhand  what  are  the  topics 
which  the  author  has  undertaken 
to  inveftigate.  “  An  Eftay  on  the 
Nature  and  Conditution  of  Man* 
comprehending  an  Anfwqr  to  .  the 
following  Queftion  propofed  by  a 
learned  Society  •;  f  Are  there  any 
fatisfadfory  proofs  of  the  immate¬ 
riality  of  the  foul  ?  If  fuch  proofs 
cxid,  what  conclulions  are  to  be 
formed  from  them  with  refpedt  to 
the  foul's  duration,  fenfation,  and. 
employment,  in  its  Hate  of  fepa- 
ration  from  the  body  ?’  by  R.  C. 
Sims,  M.  D.”  In  oppofition  to 
thofe  who  maintain  that  man  is  one 
uniform  competition,  and  that  the 
mind  or  foul  is  the  ref u It  of  the 
peculiar  organization,  of  the-  brain 
and^  nerves,  Dr.  .Sims  endeavours 
to  ihevr,  that  he  is  pour) poled  of  a 
m  ferial  body, and  immaterial  mind; 
ami  ;  that  th.e  latter,  as  immaterial 
and  inch v iii hie,  is  naturally  inimor- 
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tab  The  bads  on  which  he  founds 
his  opinion  is  confcioufnefs.;  and 
especially  as  it.  is  fupported  by  the 
general  confent  and  agreement  of 
mankind.  And  the  tedimony  of 
confcioufnefs,  together  with  the 
tedimony  of  our  fenfes,  being  “ait 
the  evidence  we  have,  or  can  have,* 
for  believing  any  thing,  even  our 
own  exidence,  the  mod  certain  fob 
all  knowledge  he  confiders  “  the 
evidence  which  they  give  with  re- 
fpedt  to  the  materiality  of  the  body, 
and  the  immateriality  of  the  foul* 
to  be  as  intuitive,  clear,  and  irre- 
fidible,  as  it  is  with  refpedt  to  a 
man’s  own  exidence.”  Dr.  Sims’s 
treatife  is  written  with  ingenuity 
and  corredtnefs,  if  it  be  not  dif- 
tioguifhed  by  any  new  arguments 
on  the  fubjedls  he  difeudes.  But* 
perhaps,  it  would  be  unjuft  to  ex- 
pedt  new  light  on  queftions  which 
have  been  fo  frequently  agitated* 
and  which  the  reiterated  labours  of 
the  ableft  metaphyftcians  have 
failed  of  determining,  to  general 
fatisfadtion. 

Mr.  Golden’s  “  Examination  of 
the  new  Doctrines  in  Philofophy 
and  Theology,  propagated  by  Dr. 
Prieftlev*”  as  the  reader  will  con- 

j  ' 

elude  from  the  title,  is  partly  me- 

taphyfical,  and  partly  theological. 

In  the  metaphyftcal  part,  he  endea* 

vours  to  explode  Dr.  Prieftley’s  by-' 

pothefis  concerning  the  penetra- 

b;litv  of  matter :  and  to  Ihew  the 
•  %  J  7  * 
insufficiency  of  the  dodtrine  of 

attradtion  and  rppuifioiv  fo  a  con-  ' 

ftant  energy,  in  concentric  circles, 

to  explain  the  phenomena  of  the 

human  mind.  We  cannot  thinks 

that  Mr.  Golden  has  advanced  any. 

thing  on  thefe  fubjedls,  that  will; 

tend  to  terminate  the  controverfv 

or  that -may  lead  him  to  be  conft- 

dered  as  a  formidable  antagonifty  ‘ 

by  the  difciples  of  the  Prieftleian 

School.  In  the  theological  part,’/ 
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‘  he  refers  to  the  texts  of  fcripture,  on  the  difinterefted  paffions,  the 
ivhich  are  ulually  produced  to  prove  author  has  again  recourfe  to  the 
that  Jefus  is  not  to  be  confidered  dodrine  of  aflbciation,  and  infill* 
as  a  mere  man.  To  the  whole  he  that  they  are  not  innate,  but  are 
has  added  fome  ftridures  on  the  founded  “in  a  mafteriy  arrangement; 
power  of  the  civil  magiftrate,  as  the  of  mind,  which  confers  a  power 
ordinance  of  God,  in  which  he  upon  felfifhnefs  itfelf,  in  convert- 
traces  the  divine  origin  of  obe-  ing  the  pleafure  and  welfare  of 
diene  e,  to  the  fall  of  Adam.  others,  into  a  fource  of  the  greateft 

r  Dr.  Sayers’  “  Difquifitions,  me-  delight  to  ourfelves.”  The  difquU 
taphyfieal  and  literary,”  afford  fition  on  the  connedion  between 
abundant  proof  that  the  author  is  pain  and  pleafure,  after  much  in- 
poffeffed  of  a  vigorous  mind,  habi-  gen  ions  reafoning  a  priori ,  and  from 
tuated  to  refledion,  of  liberal  experience,  ends  in  this  conGufion, 
fentiments,  and  a  cultivated  tafte.  that  “  whether  pain  arifes  from 
Thofe  of  them  that  are,  properly  excefs  or  deficiency  of  adion,  the 
fpeaking,  metaphyfical,  treat  of  the  gradual  or  the  hidden  removal  of  it 
pleafures  produced  from  beautiful  ffiuft  be  in  all  cafes  attended  with 
objeds  ;  of  perception  ;  of  the  dif-  pleafure.”  The  titles  of  the  other 
interefted  paffions  ;  and  of  the  con-  difquifitions  in  this  volume  are,  of 
nexion  between  pain  and  pleafure.  the  Dramatic  Unities  ;  of  the  Evi- 
In  the  fiifl  difquilition,  after  ob-  dence  of  Chriftianity  ;  of  Luxury*; 
jeding  to  thofe  theories  of  beauty  of  Englifh  Metres ;  and  of  the  poe- 
which  have  been  given  by  preced-  tical  Charader  of  Horace.  On 
ing  writers,  he  offers  his  own  ;  for  thele  different  fubjeds,  Dr.  Sayers 
the  firfl  hint  of  which  he  acknow-  offers  a  variety  of  obfervations, 
ledges  himfelf  indebted  to  Dr.  which  are  novel,  plealing,  and  in- 
Hartley.  The  caufe  of  the  peculiar  ftrudive  ;  and  which  are  entitled 
fenfation  of  delight,  which  beauti-  to  refpedful  attention  from  thofe 
ful  objeds  create,  he  maintains,  critics  who  may  think  fome  or  his 
depends  upon  an  affociation  of  pofitions  and  reafonings  exception- 
ideas.  That,  “  with  the.  forms  able. 

which  we  efteem  beautiful,  it  will  <l  The  Theology  of  Plato,  com- 
appear  that  certain  plealing  ideas  pared  with  the  Principles  of  Orien- 
or  emotions  are  affociated  in  our  tal  and  Grecian  Philofophers,  by 
minds,  which,  upon  the  prefentation  John  Ogiivie,  D.  D.  F.  R.  S.  E.” 
of  fuch  forms,  regularly  rife,  and  was  originally  written  with  a  view 
produce  thofe  fenfations  which  we  of  being  inferted  in  the  .  Pranf- 
attribute  to  the  beauty  of  the  ob-  adions  of  the  Royal  Society  or 
jed.”  And  .  that  “  this  power-,  Edinburgh,  but  was  deemed  inad- 
which  an  objed  poffelfes,  of  excit-  miflible,  as,  by  the  rules  of  that 
ing  pleafing  ideas,  or  emotions,  af-  fociety,  all  theological  difquifitions 
fociated  with  it,  is  what  determines  are  excluded.  It  is  a  treatife  diftin- 
tis  to  aferibe  to  it  beauty.”  Under  guilhed  by  learning  and  ta fie,  and 
the  head  Of  perception,  the  princi-  is  evidently  the  refult  oi  clofe^at- 
pal  objed  is  to  fhew,  in  bppqfition  tention,  and  diligent  enquiry.  And 
to  the*  generally  received  opinion,  notwithfianding  that  tne  author 
that  more  than  one  idea  cannot  be  may  not  have  freed  fuch  an  intri- 
perceived  by  the  mind  at  the  fame  cate  fubjed  from  all  its.  difficulties, 

inffiant  of  time.  In  the  difquifition  and  may  be  thought,  in  fome  m- 
:  -  itances. 


fiances,  to  have  difcovered  more 
of  modern  fyflems  and  opinions  in 
the  doctrines  of  the  ancient  philo¬ 
sophers,  than  their  language  will 
flridllv  warrant,  we  think  that  he 
is  entitled  to  confiderable  praife 
for  the  manner  in  which  he  has 
executed  the  tank  which  he  had 
prefcribed  to  himfeif.  To  young 
tludents,  efpecially,  his  labours  will 
be  found  advantageous,  in  illuflrat- 
ing  feveral  important  topics  of 
pagan  theology.  The  fubjedts 
which  Dr.  Ogilvie  principally  dif- 
tufles,  are,  the  dodtrine  of  the  an¬ 
cients,  and  particularly  of  Plato, 
concerning  the  divine  nature,  per¬ 
fections,  and  providence ;  the  for- 
mstion  of  the  world ;  the  Platonic 
triad  ;  the  inhabitants  of  the  air 
and  elements ;  the  formation  and 
conflituent  principles  of  man;  the 
origin  of  evil,  and  its  effe&s  ;  the 
immortality  of  the  foul;  and  the 
nature  of  future  rewards  and  pu- 
niihments. 

The  next  article  which  we  have 
to  introduce,  belongs  partly  to  the 
ethical  clafs,  and  partly  to  that  of 
government  and  jurifprudence.  It 
is  intitled  “An  Enquiry  concern¬ 
ing  Political  Juflice,  and  its  In¬ 
fluence  on  general  Virtue  and 
Kappinefs,  by  William  Godwin, 
In  i  Vols.”  This  work  is  divided 
into  eight  books,  which  are  again 
branched  out  into  a  variety  of  fub- 
divifions.  The  firfl  book  treats  of 
the  importance  of  political  inflitu- 
tions,  under  the  following  parti¬ 
culars:  the  hiflory  of  political  fo¬ 
ciety ;  the  origin  of  moral  charac¬ 
ter  ;  the  caufes  of  moral  percep¬ 
tion  ;  the  influence  of  political  in- 
ffitutions :  and  human  inventions 
capable  of  perpetual  improvement. 
.The  fecond  book  treats  of  the  prin¬ 
ciples  of  fociety ;  the  diftindtion 
between  fociety  and  government, 
jidf  including  fuicide,  and  duel¬ 


ling  ;  duty  ;  the3 ’equality  of :  man- 
kind;  the  rights  of  man;  and  the 
exercife  of  private  judgment.  The 
third  book  contains  the  principles* 
of  government,  under  the  heads 
of  fyflems  of  political  writers ;  the 
focial  contract  ;  promifes;  politi¬ 
cal  authority  ;  legiflatioh  ;  obe¬ 
dience  ;  and  forms  of  governments 
In  the  fourth  book  the  author  dif- 
cufles  various  mifcelianeous  prin¬ 
ciples,  under  the  titles,  refiflance ; 
revolutions;  duties  of  a  citizen; 
mode  of  effe&ing  revolutions ;  po¬ 
litical  aflociations ;.  the  fpecies  of 
reform  to  be  defired  ;  tyrannicide  ; 
the  cultivation  of  truth  ;  abflradl 
truth  and  fincerity ;  the  dodtrine 
of  neceflity,  and  its  inferences;  the 
mechanifm  of  mind  ;  and  the  prin¬ 
ciple  and  tendency  of  virtue.  The 
fifth  book  contains  the  following 
topics  :  the  education  and  private 
life  of  a  prince ;  a  virtuous  difpo- 
fition  ;  courts  and  miniflers;  fub¬ 
jedts  ;  elective  and  limited  mo¬ 
narchy;  a  prefident  with  regal 
powers;  hereditary  diftin&ions  ; 
moral  effects  of  ariftocracy  ;  titles ; 
ariflocratical  character ;  democra¬ 
cy  ;  political  impoftures;  the  caufes, 
objeCt,  and  conduCt  of  war;  the 
compofltion  of  government ;  the 
future  hiflory  of  political  focieties; 
national  aflembUes ;  and  the  di Ab¬ 
lution  of  government.  The  title  of 
the  fixth  book  is,  opinion  conflder- 
ed  as  a  fubjeCt  of  political  inftitu- 
tion,  which  the  author  difcufles 
under  the  following  heads  :  politi¬ 
cal  fuperintendence  of  opinion; 
religious  eflablifhments  ;  fuppref- 
fioa  of  erroneous  opinion  in  religion 
and  government  ;  tells ;  oaths ;  li¬ 
bels  ;  conflitutions  ;  national  edu¬ 
cation  ;  penflons  and  falaries ;  and 
the  mode  of  deciding  a  queflion  on 
the  part  of  the  community.  In  the 
feverith  book,  Mr.  Godwin  treats 
of  crimes  and  punifliments,  under 

the 
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the  following  particulars  :  the  limi¬ 
tation  of  the  dodriue  of  punifh- 
ment  which  refults  from  the  prin¬ 
ciples  of  morality  ;  general  difad- 
yantages  of  coercion;  the  purpofes 
of  coercion ;  the  application  of  co¬ 
ercion  ;  coercion  confidered  as  a 
temporary  expedient;  fcale  of  co¬ 
ercion;  evidence;  law;  and  par¬ 
dons.  The  laff  book,  which  is  on 
the  fubject  of  property,  comprizes 
the  following  fubdivifions ;  genuine 
fyfiem  of  property  delineated;  be¬ 
nefits  arifing  from  the  genuine  fyf- 
tem  of  property  ;  objections  to  this 
fyftem  from  the  admirable  effects 
of  luxury,  the  allurements  of  doth, 
the  impoflibiiity  of  its  being  ren¬ 
dered  permanent,  the  inflexibility 
of  its  reifridtions,  and  the  principle 
of  its  population  ;  and,  the  means 
of  introducing  the  genuine  fyftem 
ofproperty.  We  have  been  the  more 
full  in  our  account  of  the  fubjeHs 
which  are  difcufted  in  this  work, 
as  it  has  greatly  excited  the  public 
.attention,  and  is  likely  to  give  rife 
to  numerous  interesting  difquifi- 
tions  in  morals,,  jurifprudence,  and 
politics’.  The  author  pofTefTes  a 
well  informed,  bold,  and  vigorous 
mind,  and  has  delivered,  without 
concealment,  the  refujt  of, his  re¬ 
flections,.  after  a  liberal  and  unre¬ 
stricted  enquiry.  Unfettered  by 
fyftem,  and  fearlefs  of  o  If  ending. the 
prejudices  of  mankind,  he  contends 
for  what  appears  to  him  to  be  truth, 
with  an  ardour,  which  it  would  be 
.  doing  him  injuffice  not  to  afcribe 
to  the  belt  and  moft  praife-woi  ttiv 
motives.  In  difcuflmg  the  numer¬ 
ous  important  fubjeCts  which  fie 
,  has  feleCteci,  he  has  advanced  much 
.  lY.aluabie  ,and  inftruCtive  matter, 
i>?whi.C;h  is  recommended  by  great  in¬ 
genuity  of  argument,  energy  of 
^idiCjtion,  and  perfpicuity  and  cor- 
rectnefs  of  language.  We  do  not, 

•  however,  fnbfcribe,  without  excep¬ 


tion,  to  Mr.  Godwin’s  opinions. 
Many  of  them  differ  widely  from 
the  principles  which  we  have  irm 
bibed,  winch  we  confider  to  be  of 
impoi  tance,  and  which  we  have  not 
been  led  to  change  by  his  very  acute 
and  plaufibie reafonhigs.  Some  of 
his  pofitions  and  projcCls  we  con¬ 
fider  to  be  fanciful  and  extravagant. 
His  work,  however,  is  highly  de- 
ferving  of  the  attention  of  philofo- 
phica!  politicians  :  and  we  conceive 
■Mr.  Godwin  to  be  entitled  to  the 
thanks  of  the  public,  for  his  en¬ 
deavour  to  illuftrate  the  principles 
of  morals,  and  the  theory  of  go¬ 
vernment,  on  grounds  which  ap¬ 
pear  to  him  to  be  mor  e  rational  and 
confonant  with  truth  than  the  dif- 
quifitions  of  preceding  writers,  and 
more  favourable  to  tire  permanent 
eftablifhment  of  human  happinefs. 

Sir  William  Young’s  treatife,  en¬ 
titled  u  the  Britifh  Conftitution  of 
Government,  compared  with  that 
of  a  Democratic  Republic,”  con¬ 
tains  a  warm  and  ingenious  defence 
of  that  mixed  form  of  government 
which  ex.ifts  in  Great  Bri-ain ;  and 
an  exppfure  pf  what  he  conceives 
to  be  unavoidable-inconveniences  in 
republics.  He  conficlers  the  ope¬ 
ration  of  flruggles  for  the  execu¬ 
tive  power  in  fma.iler  common¬ 
wealths,  and  repubbcs  in  general, 
to  be  equally  deftfu  Clive  to  cjomef- 
tic  happinefs,  and  to  the  political 
inftitution  :  and  that  44  all  demo¬ 
cratic  republics  have  fallen,  and 
will,  fall,  and  be  of  jliort  duration, 
from  the  impracticability  of  fo  or¬ 
daining  the  executive  power,  as  not 
to  be  the  object  of  undue  practices, 
and  not  to.be  the  means  ot  undue 
influence  ;  the  one  tending  to  cor¬ 
rupt,  and  the  other  to  overturn  the 
political  inftitution.”  Thefe  evils, 
he  contends,  are  effectually  exclud¬ 
ed  from  the  Britifh  government,  in 
which  the  fupreme  executive  power 

is 
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js  under  the  controul  of  the  law  ; 
the  fupply  of  arms  and  money  in 
the  hands  of  the  people  ;  the  voice 
of  the  parliament  the  voice  of  the 
people;  the  ariftrocratic  order  in- 
terpofes  between  king  and  people, 
and  mediates  thofe  contefts  which 
in  default  of  this  intervention  might 
overturn  the  ffate ;  and  in  which 
all  men  enjoy  the  fecurity  of  equal 
laws.  That  this  theory  coincides 
with  faCt,  will  not  be  granted  to  fir 
William  by  the  advocates  of  demo¬ 
cracy,  any  more  than  his  affump- 
tion  relative  to  the  executive  power 
in  republics.  It  will  alio  be  dif- 
puted  by  thofe  warmelf  friends  to 
the  Britiih  conftitution,  who,  by 
the  introduction  of  temperate  re¬ 
forms,  wife  to  reftore  it  to  its  true 
principles,  that  it;  may  be  durable 
and  permanent. 

The  44  Effay  upon  the  True  Prin¬ 
ciples  of  Civil  Liberty,  and  of  Free 
Governments,  &c.  by  Charles 
Francis  Sheridan,  Efq.”  is  intend¬ 
ed  to  controvert  the  doCtrine  maim 
tained  by  the  difciples  of  Locke 
and  of  Sidney,  that  the  freedom  of 
the  individual  is  neceffarily  con¬ 
nected  with  his  being  governed  by 
laws  made  with  his  own  content. 
This  dbCtrine  he  oppofes  upon  the 
principles  that,  in  all  cafes  what¬ 
ever,  the  will  of  the  majority  fhall 
be  binding  ppon  the  minority. 
He  contends  that  neither  individual 
nor  virtual  content  is  neceflary  to 
the  prefervation  of  civil  liberty  ; 
that  it  is  not  neceflary  that  political 
power  fhould  bepoffeffed  by  all  the 
citizens,  becaufe  civil  liberty  may 
be  effectually  guarded,  when  this 
power  is  in  the  hands  of  a  portion 
pf  the  community  ;  and  that  with 
relpeCf  to  the  fyftems  of  reprefen- 
tation,  the  queftion  is  not  who 
votes,  but  whether  the  fvftem  be 
adequate  to  the  conftruCfion  of  a 
power  capable  of  effectually  fecur- 
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ing  the  civil  liberty  of  the,  fubjeCh 
Thefe  doClrines,  and  a  numb.er  of 
collateral  ones,  the  author  maim 
tains  in  a  lofty  tone,  and  with  an 
air  of  originality.  We  think,  how-* 
ever,  that  his  Eflay  abounds  more 
in  aflertion  than  logical  deduction  ; 
and  that  there  is  nothing  fu Ardent¬ 
ly  new  in  his  principles  to  attraCf 
the  attention  of  political  enquirers. 
In  his  obfervations  on  the  Roman 
Catholic’s  claim  to  the  eleCtiv'e 
franchife  in  Ireland,  we  perfectly 
concur  with  him  ;  as  we  conceive 
that  the  exclufion  of  any  deferip- 
tion  of  men  from  the  common 
rights  of  fubjeCts,  on  .  account  of 
their  religious  diftinCtions,  is  at 
once  impolitic  and  unjuft. 

Mr.  Jackfon  Barwis’s  44  Dialogue 
Fourth,  concerning  Liberty,  con¬ 
taining  an  Exposition  of  the  Falfity 
of  the  Firft  and  Leading  Principles 
of  the  prefent  Revokftionifts  in 
Europe,”  does  not  appear  to  us  cal¬ 
culated  to  throw  much  illumination 
on  the  Science  of  government,  or 
to  offer  any  formidable  objections 
againft  the  principles  which ’’“the 
author  execrates.  Nor  do  we 
think  that  he  will  be  praifed  for  his 
ingenuoufnefs  and  liberality,  in  re- 
prefenting  the  principles  and  cha¬ 
racters  of  the  modern  advocates  for 
reform,  by  thofe-  who  may  concur 
with  him  in  political  opinion. 

Among  other  queftions  under 
the  head  of  government,  *  which 
have  been  difguffed  during  the  year 
1793,  qne  of  the  molt  important 
is  that  relative  to  the  neceflity  arid 
expediency  of  a  parliamentary  re¬ 
form.  And  the  molt  intereffing 
publication  which  we  have  feen  on 
this  fubjeCt  is,  ;<  the  State  of  the 
Reprefentation  of  England  and 
Wrdes,  delivered  to  the  Society  of 
the  Friends  of  the  People,  affoci- 
ated  for  the  Purpofe  of  obtaining  a 
Parliamentary  Reform,  on  Satur- 
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day  the  9th  of  February  1793”. 
This  treatife  was  drawn  up  by  a 
committee  of  the  fociety,  and  con¬ 
tains  an  44  unembellifhed  detail  of 
fads,  unmixed  with  any  argumen¬ 
tative  inferences,  and  accompanied 
by  no  other  obfervations  than  fuch 
as  a  due  attention  to  perfpicuity 
may  appear  to  render  neceftary.” 
Thefe  fads,  which  are  too  nume¬ 
rous  to  be  detailed  by  us,  refped 
the  inadequacy  of  the  reprefenta- 
tion ;  the  ynequal  manner  in  which 
the  mafs  of  eledors  is  divided  ;  the 
various  reftridions  and  limitations 
under  which  the  principle  of  vot¬ 
ing  is  bellowed ;  the  maimer  in 
which  eledions  are  conduded  ;  the 
prefent  fyllem  of  eledion  laws ; 
the  duration  of  parliaments;  and 
the  extenlive  and  increaling  in¬ 
fluence  of  private  patronage.  Un¬ 
der  the  lalt  head,  particularly,  fads 
are  brought  forward  which  are  of 
a  molt  ferious  and  alarming  nature, 
and  threaten  44  eonfequences  which 
menace  the  very  exiltence  of  the 
conftitution.”  Such,  among  others, 
is  the  ftatement,  deduced  from  in¬ 
controvertible  premises,  that  three 
hundred  and  fix  members,  confti- 
tuting  a  decided  majority  of  the 
commons  of  Great  Britain,  are  re¬ 
turned  by  the  influence  of  feventy- 
one  peers,  ninety-one  commoners, 
and  the  treafury.  We  conceive  it 
to  be  impolfible  for  any  difpaffion- 
ate  perfon  to  attend  to  the  Rate  de¬ 
livered  in  by  the  committee,  with¬ 
out  acknowledging  the  great  im¬ 
portance  of  the  objed  which  the 
fo.ciety  have  in  view;  and  the  obli¬ 
gation  which  they  have  conferred 
upon  the  public  by  bringing  it  for¬ 
ward  at  the  prefent  period,  and  by 
determining  to  profecute  it,  with  a 
manly  and  terpperate  perfeverance, 
unmoved  by  the  cenfures  of  mifre- 
prefentation  and  caiumqy. 


The  44  Remarks  on  the  Nature 
and  Necellity  of  a  Parliamentary  Re¬ 
form,  by  William  Bellham,”  con¬ 
tain  a  judicious  and  able  defence  of 
the  principles  on  which  the  fociety, 
juft  mentioned,  was  eftabl  jibed,  and 
a  variety  of  obfervations  to  lhevv, 
that  the  political  evils  in  our  go¬ 
vernment  arife  from  the  defedive 
conftitution  of  the  legislative  body, 
and  will  be  eradicated  by  its  amend¬ 
ment.  Mr.  Bellham  is  a  calm  and 
temperate  writer,  and  with  great 
juftice  expofes  the  illiberal  reflec¬ 
tions,  indecent  heat,  and  foul  lan¬ 
guage,  which  have  been  reforted  to 
by  a  celebrated  public  charader,  in 
controverting  the  reafonings  of  the 
zealous  advocates  for  reform, 

Mr.  Phillips’s  pamphlet,  addrefled 
to  the  Society  of  the  Friends  of  the 
People,  entitled,  44  the  Neceffity  of 
a  fpeedy  and  effedual  Reform  in 
Parliament,”  abounds  in  juft  and 
ftriking  remarks  on  that  intereftlng 
fubjed,  which  are  highly  defending 
of  attention.  He  does  not  attempt 
fo  much  to  offer  -new  arguments  to 
prove,  the  neceffity  of  reform, 
(which  he  conceives  to  be  a  point 
ahnoft  generally  taken  for  granted), 
as  to  lay  down  the  principles  of  a 
plan  which  alone  can  be  radical  and 
effedual.  What  thefe  are  the  rea¬ 
der  may  learn  from  the  following 
fummary :  the  admiffion  of  every 
citizen,  excepting  minors  and  in¬ 
fane  perfons,  to  an  equal  right  of 
voting;  the  formation  of  eledive 
diftrids,  confifting  as  nearly  as  pof- 
fible  of  an  equal  number  of  eled-f 
ors ;  voting  by  ballot,  and  doling; 
the  poll  in  one  day,  with  fome  fub- 
ordinate  regulations ;  the  eligibility 
of  every  citizen  to  a  feat  in  parlia¬ 
ment,  and  falaries  to  the  members  ; 
annual  parliaments;  exclufion  by 
rotation,  fo  that  no  perfon  be  a  re- 
prefentatlve  more  than  three  years 
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fucceflively,  nor  above  two  thirds 
of  the  members  of  one  parliament 
eligible  to  the  next ;  reparation  of 
minifters  from  the  legiflative  affem- 
blyv;  and  authonfing  conftituents 
to  difcharge  their  reprefentatives. 

The  u  Addrefs  to  the  lately  form¬ 
ed  Society  of  the  Friends  cf  the 
People,  by  John  Wilde,  Advocate, 
See.”  is  the  produXion  of  a  vigor- 
ous  mind  ;  and  is  recommended 
by  the  fafeinating  charms  of  elo¬ 
quence.  In  his  reflexions  the  au¬ 
thor  has  allowed  himfelf  a  very  ex- 
tenfive  range,  and  has  delivered  his 
opinions  on  the  general  principles 
of  government,  the  events  attend¬ 
ing  the  revolution  in  France,  arxl 
the  parties  to  which  it  has  given 

rife  in  this  country.  Of  his  can- 
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dour  and  liberality,  however,  we 
cannot  fpeak  in  terms  of  approba¬ 
tion.  For  he  fets  out  with  frankly 
declaring  himfelf  a  party-man  ; 
and  has  chiefly  exerted  his  talents 
and  ingenuity  in  attacking  the  opi¬ 
nions  and  characters  of  thofe  who 
iiave  ventured  to  oppofe  the  fyftem 
of  Mr.  Burke.  In  his  admiration 
of  that  gentleman  and  his  princi¬ 
ples,  he  is  unbounded  and  extra¬ 
vagant  ;  and  equally  fo  in  the  lan¬ 
guage  of  contempt  and  indignation 
which  he  applies  to  his  adverfaries. 
From  fuch  effufions,  however  in¬ 
genious  and  brilliant,  we  do  not 
think  that  the  caufe  of  truth  is 
likely  to  receive  benefit,  or  the 
principles  of  government  and  po¬ 
litics  anv  elucidation'. 

Mr.  Popple’s  “  Confiderations 
on  Reform,  with  a  fpecific  Plan  for 
a  new  Pveprefentatiori,  &c.”  are 
di ft ingui died  by  good  fenfe,  inge- 
n  ous  reafoning,  and  liberal  pa¬ 
triotic  views.  After  prefacing  his 
work  with  feveral  mifcellaneous 
obfervations,  which  are  important 
and  interefting,  he  proceeds,  to  the 


more  particular  difeuflion  of  the 
fubjeXs  mentioned  in  the  title 
page;  iff,  by  determining  what' 
conftitutes  an  adequate  and  effi¬ 
cient  fyflem  of  reprefentation ; 
adly,  by  pointing  out  the  mode  by 
which  it  is  to  be  effeXed;  3dly, 
by  {hewing  the  agreement  of  the 
means  propofed  with  the  conditions 
required.  Under  thefe  heads  he 
has  introduced  a  great  variety  of 
particulars,  in  a  regular  conneXed  . 
order,  which  will  afford  pleafure 
and  inflruXion  to  the  Undent  in  the 
fcience  of  government. — The  fame 
fubjeX  is  difeuffed,  in  a  very  maf- 
terly  manner,  in  a  publication  en¬ 
titled,  “  An  Apology  for  the  Free¬ 
dom  of  the  Prefs,  and  for  general 
Liberty,  &c.  by  Robert  Hall, 
A.  M.”  This  treatife  is  divided 
into  fix  feXions,  under  the  follow¬ 
ing  titles  :  public  difeuflion  ;  af- 
fociations  ;  parliamentary  reform  ; 
theories  and  the  rights  of  man ; 
diffenters ;  and  the  caufes  of  the 
prefen t  difeontents.  Mr.  Hall  is  a 
zealous  advocate  for  the  neceflity 
of  a  parliamentary  reform,  and  the 
progreflive  improvement  of  the 
conftitution.  What  he  offers  on 
thefe  topics  is  the  refult  of  exten- 
five  knowledge,  and  judicious  re- 
fleXion  ;  and  is  expreffed  in  a  Ryle- 
and  language  uncommonly  ani¬ 
mated  and  eloquent.  In  his  Pre¬ 
face,  Mr,  Hall  beffows  a  fevere 
cafligation  on  the  bifliop  of  St. 
David’s  (now  of  Rochester),  for 
attempting  to  revife  the  exploded 
doXrines  of  flavery,  in  his  fermon 
preached  before  the  lords  on  the 
30th  of  January  1 793.  •  -  : 

Mr.  Randall’s  “  Juridical  Effays,  v 
being  Remarks  on  the  Laws  of 
England,  refpeXfully  fubmitted  to  ... 
the  general  Reader,”  contain  a  va¬ 
riety  of  valuable  and  judicious  re¬ 
marks,  which  deferve  the  ferious. 
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perufal  bf  the  ftatefman  and  lawyer, 
as  well  as  the  perfons  for  whofe  in¬ 
formation  they  are  chiefly  intended. 
The  flrft  effay  contains  reflections 
on  the  neceflity  of  revifmg  the  laws, 
deduced  from  the  obfoletenefs  of 
fome  cuftoms,  the  unintelligible- 
nefs  of  fome  terms,  and  the  want 
of  flmplicity  in  our  legal  proceed¬ 
ings.  The  fecond  prefents  an  ab- 
ftraCt  of  the  origin  and  progrefs  of 
the  feudal  fyftem,  and  points  out 
the  manner  in  which  it  affeCted  the 
general  interefts  and  improvement 
of  mankind.  In  the  third  effay 
Mr.  Randall  treats  of  primogeni¬ 
ture,  and  the  fictitious  reafonings 
given  in  law-books- for  the  admif- 
lion  of  collateral  kindred.  In  the 
fourth  effay  he  offers  remarks  on 
entails,  and  on  theabftrufe  doCtrine 
of  contingent  remainders.  In  the 
fifth  he  confiders  the  mode  of 
transferring  property,  and  offers 
fome  ftriCtures  on  its  complexity. 
The  fixth  effay  treats  of  the  prpiix 
and  redundant  diClion  of  leo-al  in- 
ftruments,  and  ads  of  parliament, 
the  artificial  niceties  reforted  to  in 
their  conftrudion,  and  offers  con¬ 
jectures  as  to  the  origin  of  that  dic¬ 
tion.  Thefe  effays  {hew  the  author 
to  be  poffeffed  of  much  legal  and 
conftitutionai  knowledge  ;  and  are 
recommended  by  their  ^ainnefs 
and  perfpicuity,  and  the  modefty 
and  diffidence  with  which  they  are 
offered  to  the  public. 

<c  The  Hiftory  of  the  Poor,  their 
Rights,  Duties,  and  the  Laws  re- 
fpeding  them,  in  a  Series  of  Letters, 
by  Thomas  Ruggles,  Efq.  F.  A.  S. 
one.of  his  Majefty’s  Juftices  of  the 
Peace  for  the  Counties  of  Eflex 
and  Suffolk,  in  2  Vols.”  is  a  va¬ 
luable  and  important  vyork  in  po¬ 
litical  economv.  They  contain 
*l  a  fummary  hiftory  of; the  du¬ 
ties  of  the  poor  to,  and  their 
cLims  from,  fociety;  throughout 
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that  part  of  the  kingdom,  fubjeCt  to 
the  poor  laws ;  traced  from  the 
earlieft  times,  in  which  the  poor, 
and  their  interefts,  have  been  con- 
fidered  by  the  legiflature  ;  and  con¬ 
tinued  to  the  clofe  of  the  laft  par¬ 
liament  ;  together  with  a  tranfieut 
view  of  the  thoughts,  and  opinions, 
of  thofe  whofe  writings  on  the  fub- 
jeCt  have  been  handed  down  to  us ; 
interfperfed  with  obfervations  as  tha 
fubjeCl  gave  rife  to  them  :  together 
with  fuch  reflections  as  have  arifen 
from  the  whole  of  the  evidence 
here  fubmitted  to  the  public,  com¬ 
pared  with  the  opinions  of  thofe 
men,  eminent  for  their  abilities, 
and  the  purity  of  their  intentions, 
who  have  made  this  enquiry  an  ob~ 
jed  of  their  contemplation. ”  We 
can  affure  our  readers,  that  they 
will  meet  in  thefe  volumes  with 
much  ufeful  information,  judicious 
reflections,  and  important  hints,  on 
fubjeCrs  which  nearly  affeCt  the 
happinefs  of  the  greater  part  of  the 
community :  and  we  think  that 
they  do  great  honour  to  the  talents, 
the  induftry,  and  the  humanity  of 
the  author. 

The  treatife  entitled  ^  the  Com* 
plaints  of  the  Poor  People  of  Eng¬ 
land,  by  G.  Dyer,  B.  A.”  contains 
numerous  ftriking  proofs  of  the  neg- 
JeCf  and  hard ftiips  which  are  fuf- 
fered  by  that  part  of  the  body  po¬ 
litic,  in  whofe  favour  the  author 
pleads,  and  an  endeavour  to  detect 
and  expofe  their  remote  or  imme¬ 
diate  caufes.  In  purfuing  the  plan 
which  he  had  propofed  to  himfelf, 
the  author  has  freely  delivered  his 
fentiments  on  a  great  variety  of 
fubjeCts,  political  and  economical ; 
and  has  fuggefted  to  the  higher  or¬ 
ders  proper  objeds  for  reform,  if 
they  wifti  for  the  increafing  prof- 
perity  of  their  country,  and  the  lia¬ 
bility  of  a  conftitution  under  which 
the  widely  differing  daffes  of  fo~ 
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ciety  may  exift,  without  encroach¬ 
ing  on  each  other's  juft  rights. 
What  Mr.  Dyer  has  written,  is  the 
evident  refult,  of  extenfive  enquiry, 
ferious  reflection,  and  a  zealous 
laudable  attachment  to  the  interefts 
of  humanity.  The  pbor  are  greatly 
indebted  to  him  for  the  regard 
Which  he  has  ftiewn  for  their  hap- 
pinefs,  and  the  rich  may  learn  lef- 
fons  of  wifdom  from  his  hints  and 
ftatements. 

“  The  Outlines  of  a  Plan  for 
making  the  TraCt  of  Land,  called 
the  New  Foreft,  a  real  Foreft,  and 
for  various  other  Purpofes  of  the 
fir  ft  National  Importance,  &  c. 
moft  refpeCtfully  fubmitted  to  the 
Britifh  Legiflature  and  Nation,  by 
the  Rev.  Philip  Le  Brocq,  A.  M.” 
is  a  work  which  does  honour  to  the 
author's  patriotifm,  and  is  highly 
deferving  of  public  attention.  Its 
objeCts  are,  to  prevent  a  failure  of 
timber  for  the  future  fupport  of  the 
Britifh  navy,  and  to  point  out  me¬ 
thods  of  increafing  the  general  be¬ 
nefits  to  the  community  which  are 
derived  from  inland  navigations. 
Our  limits  will  not  permi-  us  to  de 
tail  the  heads  of  Mr.  Le  Brocq’s 
plan,  which  fuggefts  advice  a *».d  regu¬ 
lations  interefting  and  important  to 
a  commercial  and  maritime  people. 

Among  the  law  publications  of 
the  year,  which  are  chiefly  defigned 
for  profeffional  men,  we  meet  with 
the  following:  “  Reports  of  Cafes 
in  the  King’s  Bench, Vol.  V.  Parts  I. 
If.  III.  IV.  by  Dornford  and  Eaft;” 
“  Reports  of  Cafes  in  the  Common 
Pleas  and  Exchequer,  VoL  II.  Part 
II.  by  H.  Blackftone,  Efq.;” 
ii  Reports  of  Proceedings  on  con¬ 
troverted  Elections,  before  the 
Houfe  of  Commons,  during  the 
Seventeenth  Parliament  of  Great 
Britain,  Vol.  II.  by  S.  Frafer, 
Efq. “  The  Statutes  at  Large  for 
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laft  Seftion,”  being  Part.  III.  Vol. 
XXXVIII.  of  Pickering’s  edition  ; 
“  the  fame  by  Ruffhead;”  “  The 
Law  of  Diftreftes  and  Replevin,  by 
Baron  Gilbert,  with  Additions,  by 
W.  Hunt u  EfTay  on  the  Law 
of  Defcents,  by  C.  Watkins, 
Efq. ;”  “  The  Law  of  Corpora¬ 
tions,  by  S.  Kydd,  Efq.  “  Letter 
to  prove  that -the  High  Court  of 
Parliament  has  a  JurifdiCfionagainft 
the  Judgment  of  the  Courts  of  Juf- 
tice  of  Scotland,  by  J.  Martin,;” 
“  Abridgment  of  Cafes  in  Equity, 
from  1735,  to  the  prefent  Time, 
Vol.  I.  by  J.  Brown,  Efq. ;”  “  A 
Syftematic  View  of  the  Laws  of 
England,  the  Vinerian  LeCtures  at 
Oxford,  Vols.  II.  and  III.  by  R. 
Wcftidefon,  Efq.;”  “  The  Law  re¬ 
lative  to  the  Duty  and  Office  of  a 
Juftice  of  Peace,  Vol.  I.  (to  be 
completed  in  3  vols.  more)  by  W* 
Williams,  Efq.  ;”  “  Report  of  Ca¬ 
fes  relating  to  a  Juftice  of  Peace, 
by  M.  Nolan;”  u  An  Introduction 
to  the  Law  relating  to  Trials  at  Nift 
Prius,  by  F.  Bulier,  Elq.  a  new 
Edition;”  u  A  Digeft  of  the  Law 
of  ACtions  at  Nifi  Prius,  in  2  Vols. 
by  J.  Efpinafle,  Efq.,  a  new  Edi¬ 
tion  ;  Pere  Williams*  Reports,  in 
3  Vols.  a  new  Edition,  by  J.  C* 
Cox,  Efq. ;”  “  Dyer’s  Reports, 

in  3  Vols.,  a  new  Edition,  by 
J.  Vaillant;”  u  Viner’s  Abridg¬ 
ment,  Vol.  I.  to  XX.  a  new  Edi¬ 
tion  ;”  and  an  “  Index  to  Records, 
called  the  Originalia  and  Memo¬ 
randa,  on  the  Lord  Treafurer’s 
Remembrancer’s  Side  of  the  Ex¬ 
chequer,  Vol.  1.  by  E.  Jones.” 

In  the  mathematical  department  we 
have  to  announce  a  new  edition  of 
“  Obfervations  on  Reverfionary  Pay¬ 
ments,  &c.  by  Richard  Price,  D.  D. 
F.  R.  S.!;  to  which  are  added  Alge¬ 
braical  Notes,  the  Solution  of  fe- 
yeral  new  Problems  in  the  DoClrine 
J  or 


DOMESTIC  LITERATURE.  (>25] 


of  Annuities,  and  a  General  Intro- 
dudtion,  by  William  Morgan, 
F.  I<.  $.”  This  invaluable  work 
is  already  fo  weii  known,  that  we 
have  only  to  inform  the  reader  in 
what  refpedls  the  prefent  edition 
differs  from  fuch  as  preceded  it  : 
which  we  ffall  do  from  the  editor’s 
Introdudfion.  It  contains  a  new 
table  of  the  values  of  two  joint 
lives,  computed  by  Dr.  Price's  di¬ 
rection  from  the  probabilities  of  life 
at  Northampton,  reckoning  intereft 
of  money  at  6  per  cent;  three 
other  tables  of  the  values  of  a  fingle 
life,  communicated  and  computed 
by  Mr.  Morgan,  from  the  fame  ta¬ 
ble  of  obfervations,  at  the  feveral 
rates  of  6,  7,  and  8  per  cent ;  ta¬ 
bles  computed  by  Dr.  Price,  as  the 
bails  of  a  plan  to  relieve  the  poor ; 
and  explanatory  notes ^>y  the  au¬ 
thor  and  by  the  editor.  To  thefe 
Mr.  Morgan  has  added  anfwers  to 
fome  of  the  quell  ions  in  the  origi¬ 
nal  work,  from  papers  communi¬ 
cated  by  himfelf  to  the  Royal  So¬ 
ciety,  in  the  year  1788  ;  the  differ¬ 
ent  rules  refpedting  the  values  of 
reverlions.  depending  on  furvivor- 
fhips  between  three  lives,  communi¬ 
cated  to  thdname  learned  body,  in 
the  years  1789  and  1 79 1  ;  .and  a 
few  notes,  which  had  become  in- 
dilpenfabiy  neceffary  lince  the  pub- 
licaion  of  the  laft  edition.  The 
text  has  been  preferved  invariably 
the  fame,  and  the  additions  have 
confequently  been  kept  feparate. 

The  “  Sedtionum  Conicarum 
Libia  Septem,  Audio  re,  Abrahamo 
Robertfon,  A.  M.”  appear  to  be 
the  relult  of  an  intimate  acquaint¬ 
ance  with  the  bell  .writers,  ancient 
and  modern,  on  the  fubjedt  of  co¬ 
nic  fedtions,  con ne died  with  a  ge¬ 
nuine  tafte  for  geometrical  pur- 
fuits,  and  a  peri picuous  method 
of  arranging  his  demonftraiions. 
The  firfl  four  books  £re  intend- 
*  1793., 


ed  for  the  ufe  of  fuch  as  wilh 
only  to  attain  a  knowledge  of  the 
general  properties  of  the  conic  fee- 
tions ;  the  remaining  three  are  de- 
ligned  to  affift  thofe  who  are  deli- 
rous  of  acquiring  a  more  extenfive 
and  perfedf  acquaintance  with  the 
affedtions  of  the  curves,  as  intro- 
dudtory  to  their  progrefs  in  the 
higher  branches  of  the  mathema¬ 
tics.  To  thefe  books  the  author 
has  added  a  curious  and  valuable 
hiftorical  account  of  conic  fedlions, 
and  of  the  principal  writers  who 
have  been  employed  in  explaining 
their  properties. 

“  The  Dodfrine  of  Univerfal 
Companion,  or  General  Proportion, 
by  James  Glenie,  Efq.  F.  R.  S.  lajie  ^ 
Lieutenant  in  the  Corps  of  Engi-  ■ 
neersT  is  a  curious  and  important 

7  A 

wrork,  which  promifes  to  prove  of 
the  greateft  utility  in  the  mathema¬ 
tical  world.  It  was  written  “  with 
an  intention  to  extend  the  confider- 
ation  of  a  new  fubjedt  in  mathe¬ 
matical  fcience,  of  which  the  au¬ 
thor  has  given  a  curfory  vie.v,  in  a 
paper  read  before  the  Royal  Society, 
the  6th  of  March  1777,  an<^  plJh- 
lifhed  in  the  Philofophical  Tranf- 
adtions;  and  to  ferve  as  an  intro¬ 
ductory  paper  to  feveral  fubfequent 
ones,  in  which,  among  other  things, 
he  pnrpofes  to  deliver  the  geome¬ 
trical  inveftigation  of  the  dodfrine 
of  fluxions,  increments,  and  the 
meafare  of  ratios,  the  fin  miration 
of  infinite  Series  geometrically,  & c. 
&c.”  After  demonff rating  the 
principles  which  he  affumes,  Mr. 
Glenie  deduces  from  them  a  va¬ 
riety  of  theorems,  which  are  equally 
applicable  to  geometry  and  ail  the 
abilract  fciences.;  and  which  are 
recommended  by  their  novelty,  and 
their  fimplicity.  .  . 

Of  the .ufejfui  pnrpofes,  to  whifh 
Mr.  Glenie’s  iiiveffigations  may  be 
applied,  the  mathematical  reader 
i5  will 
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-will  be  able  to  form  ,  an  idea,  from 
that  part  of  his  plan  which  he  has 
pro  !  ecu  ted  in  his  u  Antecedent^ 
Calculus;  or  a  Geometrical  Me¬ 
thod  of  Reafoning  without  any 
Confideration  of  Motion  or  Velo¬ 
city,  applicable  to  every  Purpofe 
to  which  Fluxions  have  been,  or 
can  be  applied,  &c.  ”  This  work, 
which  is  purely  geometrical,  and 
perfectly  fcientific,  fuperfedes  the 
ufe  of  the  fluxionary  and  differen¬ 
tial  calculi,,  which  are  merely  arith¬ 
metical.  “  Its  principles  are  totally 
Unconnected'  with  the  ideas  of  mo¬ 
tion  ami  time,  which,  ftriCtly  fpeak- 
are  -foreign  to  pure  geometry 
and  '  abftra'Ct  faience  ;  though  in 
mixed  mathematics  and  natural  phi  • 
lofophy,  they' are  equally  applicable 
to  every  inveftigation,  involving 
the  confideration  of  either  with  the 
two  numerical  methods  juft  men¬ 
tioned.  And  as  many  fuch  invefti- 
gations  require  competitions.  and 
decompofitions  of  ratios,  extending 
greatly  beyond  the  triplicate'  and 
fubtriplicate,  this  calculus  in  all  of 
them  furnifhes  every  expreflion  in 
a  ftriCtly  geometrical  form.  The 
ftandards  of  comparifon  in  it  may 
be  any  magnitudes  whatever,  and 
are  of  courfe  indefinite  and  innu¬ 
merable  ;  and  the  confequent  of 
the  ratios  compounded  or  decom¬ 
pounded,  may  be  either  equal  or 
unequal,  homogeneous  or  hetero¬ 
geneous.”  Thefe  words  of  the  au¬ 
thor  will  beft  convey  to  the  reader 
an  idea  of  the  nature  and  import¬ 
ance  of  his  difcoveries,  which  may 
be  confidered  as  forming  the  com¬ 
mencement  of  a  new  sera  in  mathe¬ 
matical  faience. 

The  “  Obfervations  on- the  Ma¬ 
nure  of  Demonftradve  Evidence, 
With  an  Explanation  of  certain 
Difficulties  occurring  in  the  Ele¬ 
ments  of  Geometry,  & c.  by  Tho- 
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mas  Beddoes,”  are  the  production 
of  a  bold  and  ingenious  writer, 
wlto  is  not  afraid  of  oppoftng  opi¬ 
nions  which,  have  been  long  held 
in  veneration,  if  they  appear  to 
him  to  be  erroneous,  or  to  ob- 
ftruCt  the  progrefs  of  young  minds 
in  the  attainment  oftfcience,  Dif- 
fatisfied  with  the  modern  fyltem 
of  mathematical  education,  and 
fearlefs  of  encountering  the  pre¬ 
judices  of  the  fchools,  the  author 
endeavours  to  eftablifh  it  as  a  fun¬ 
damental  truth,  “  that  the  mathe¬ 
matical  fciences  are  fciences  of  ex¬ 
periment  and  obfervation,  founded 
folely  upon  the  induction  of  par¬ 
ticular  faCts,  as  much  fo  as  mecha¬ 
nics,  aftronomy,  optics,  or  chemif- 
try.”  Whether  his  reafonings  in 
defence  of  this  principle,  and  the 
application  of  it  to  geometrical 
demonftration,  are  not  liable  to  ob¬ 
jections,  it  is  not  our  province  to 
enquire.  But  we  muft  do  the  au¬ 
thor  the  juftice  to  fay,  that  the  me¬ 
thod  of  inftruCtion  for  which  he 
contends,  appears  to  us,  in  many 
inftances,  to-be  attended  with  very 
great  advantages;  and  that  many  of 
the  obfervations  and  remarks  which 
occur  in  his  work,  deferve  the  at¬ 
tention  of  thofe  who  are  engaged  in 
the  education  of  young  perfons. 
In  the  reflexions  on  language, 
which  the  author  has  added,  the 
reader  will  meet  with  entertainment 
and  inftruCtion. 

“  The  Theory  and  Practice  of 
finding  the  Longitude  at  Sea  pr 
Land,  &c.  by  Andrew  Mackay, 
A.  M.  F.  R.  S.  E.  in  2  Vols,”  is 
a  work  which  null  be  found  cf 
conflderable  utility  and  import¬ 
ance  to  the  navigator  and  the 
aftronomer;  as  the  author  appears 
to  be  accurately  acquainted  with  the 
fubjeCt  on  which  he  treats,  and  is 
perfpicuoufc  and  fatisfaCtpry  in  his 

methods 
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methods  of  explanation.  The  firil  deferve  very  liberal  encouragement, 
volume  is  divided  into  fix  books;  The  prefent  Number  contains  the 
In  the  firft:  book  .the  author  pre-  following  plates,  well  engrave  -  :  a 
miles  thofe  definitions  and  gene-  •general  plan  of  the  church  and 
ral  principles,  that  are  . nectfiary  royal  monaftery  at  Batalha;  the 
|o  a  proper  knowledge  of  the  fub-  north  elevation  of  the  church, 
jedf.  In  the  fecond  he  explains  with  the  maufoleum  of  king  Ema- 
the  ftfudlure  and  ufe  of  the  quad-  nuel ;  a  fedtion  of  the  chapter 
rant,  fextant,  and  circular  inftru-'  houfe  at  Batalha;  and  the  fouth 


ment,  in  their  prefent  improved 
Rate.  The  third  .book  illuftfates 
the  method  6 f  determining  the 
longitude  at  fea  Or  land,  by  lunar 
Obfervations.  The  fourth  book 
contains,  methods  of  finding  the 
longitude  of  a.  place,  which  are 
chiefly  practicable  only  at  land. 
The  fifth  contains  a  mathematical 
demonflration  of  the  feveraf  rules 
arid  formulas,  which  are  ufed  in 
the  courfe  of  the  work ;  and  the 
fix  various  methods  of. finding  the 
latitude  and  the  variations  of  the 
compais;  The  fecond  volume  con- 
fifts  of  lixty-two  tables,  with  the 
neceflary  explanations,  and  an  ap¬ 
pendix  (hewing  the  method  of  find¬ 
ing  the  apparent  time  of  the  riling 
and  fetting  of  the  fun,  moon,  and 

*  fixed  liars. 

The  44  Defign  of  the  Church  and 
Royal  Monaftery  of  Batalha,  fttu- 
ated  in  the  Province  of  Eftrema- 
dura,  in  Portugal*  w  ith  an  Intro - 
du (fiery  Difcourfe  upon  Gothic 
Architecture,  No.  I.  by  James 
Murphy,  Arehitedl,”  is  part  of  an 
undertaking  which  promifes,  when 
completed,  to.be  an  ufeful  and  va¬ 
luable  addition  to  the  libraries  of 
profelfional  architects,  and  of  con- 
noifteurs  in  the  fine  arts.  The  fub  - 

•  jedh  which  he  has  chcfen  to  iliuf- 
trate,  afford  grand  and  beautiful 
fpecimens  of  the  modern  Norman 
Gothic  ftyle ;  and  Mr.  Murphy  ap¬ 
pears  to  poftefs  fufficient  know¬ 
ledge,  accuracy,  and  tafte,  to  exe¬ 
cute  the  talk  on  which  lie  has 

0  -entered,  in  fuch  a  manner  as  to 


elevation  of  the  maufoleum  of  king 
John  ,  at  the  fame  place. 

The  44  Sketches  in  Architecture, 
Containing;  Plans  and  Elevations  of 
Cottages,  Villa's,  and  other  ufeful 
Buildings,  with  charadteri'ftic  Sce¬ 
nery,  by  John  Soane,  Architect:  to 
the  Bank  of  Englind,  &c.to  which 
are  added  Six  Defigns  forim.orov- 
ing  and  embelliftiing  of  Ground, 
with  Seditions,  2nd  Explanations,  by 
an  Amateur,”  cOnlift  of  fifty-four 
plates^  elegantly  engraved,  and  af¬ 
fording  pleating  and  beautiful  fpeci¬ 
mens  of  fuch  buildings  and  grounds, 
as  are  u  calculated  for  the  real  ufes 
and  comforts  of  life,  and  fuch  as 
are  within  the  reach  of  moderate 
fortunes.*’ 

[We  have  ufually  commenced 
bur  account  of  the  progrels  of 
fcience,  in  the  courfe  of  each  anr 
hual  period,  with  .the  phllofbphieal 
works,-  partly,  becaufe  the  tranfi- 
tion  is  more  eafy,  and  partly  to 
give  the  poft  of  honour  to  our 
own  tranladlions.  The  former  rea- 
fon  is  now  only  of  importance  ;  for, 
though  we  anticipated  the  real  pub¬ 
lication  of  the  prefent  year,  to 
comprize  a  whole  volume  of  the 
tranfaclions  in  our  laft  fketch,  we 
are  no  longer  able  to  anticipate 
what  has  not  at  prefent  reached  us. 
We  muft,  therefore,  content  our- 
feives  with  noticing  the  few  articles 
of  the  firft  part,  in  which,  as, a 
brother  journafift  has  ob Breed, 
folendour  and  vacuity  are  equally 
confpicuous.  The  number  rather 
P  %  than 
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than  the  importance  of  Philofophi-  Sir.Ifaac  Newton  long  ago  demon- 
calpbfervations,is  compenfated  by  ftrated,  that  the  phfenomena  of 
the  Irifh  TranfaCtions  ;  and  thofe  of  light  were  inconftftent  with  thef 
the  Society  at  Philadelphia,  within  idea  of  a  luminous  vibrating  me- 
this  period.  Something  alfo  in  the  diurn,  and  Dr.  Young,  in  the  Iriffr 
other  departments,  may  be  add-  TranfaCtions,  has  been  better  em- 
ed  from  the  fecund  volume  of  the  ployed  in  demonftrating  fir  Ifaac’s- 
Afiatic  Kefearches ;  yet,  on  the  theorem,  for  the  correction  of 
whole,  we  are  compelled  to  give  a  fphaerical  errors  in  the-  objeCb 
barren  lift  of  titles,  without  being  glalTes  of  telefcopes,  Mr.  Caval- 
able  to  announ  ce  any  very  import-  ].o’s  u  Telefcopicai  Mother  of  Pearl, 
ant  difcoveries.  Micrometer,”  has  been  defcribed 

In  the  American  TranfaCtionS,  in  a  feparafe  publication,  and  is 
there  are  a  few  pofthumous  lega-  equally  fubfe’rvient  to  the  caufe  of 
cies  of  Dr.  Franklin,  whom,  as  a  fcience,  in  difcoveries  in  the  higher 
philofopher,  we  may  be  allowed  to  regions.  Dr.  Shuchburgh’s  “  De¬ 
mention  with  refpect ;  but  they  are  fcription  of  the  ^Equatorial  Inftru- 
of  little  importance.  His  ideas  of  meat,”  occurs  in  our  own  Tranf- 
the  formation  of  the  earth,  and  ex-  actions,  and  is  a  clear  account  of' 
planation  of  fome  of  the  anomalies  the  progrellive  changes  in  its  form 
of  this  globe,  from  fiTppofing  the  and  fhape,  as  well  as  a  correCl  de¬ 
centre  a  denfe  fluid,  while  the  fur-  fcription  of  its  prefent  date.  We 
face  feems  to  float- on  it,  are  not  find  little  addition  to  the  difco~;\ 
aflifted  by  real  fads  and  obferva-  verifs,  which  thefe  inftruments  are 
tions.  Hi's  “  'Remarks  on  the  Mag-  calculated  to  make.  Dr.  Gregory’s 
net,,  and  the  Theory  of  the  Earth,”  and  Dr.  Mafkeline’s  “  Obfervatioits 
propofed  In  the  mod  eft  form  of  on  the  Courfe  of  a  Comet,”  in  the* 
queries,  are  not  more  ftrongly  London  TranfaClions ;  and  fome 
fupported.  He  fuppofes  the  mag-  aftronomical  obfervations  on  diffe- 
netifm  of  the  earth  acquired  gradu-  rent  fubjects  of  little  real  importance 
ally,  by  its  rotation,' as  the  mag-  .  in  the  American  volume,,  form  the 
netifin  of  other  bodies  is  by  fric-  whole  of  the  new  aftronomicak 
tion.  Air.  Harding,  in  the  Irifh  -  publications  in  this  year.  The  caufe: 
TranfaCtions,  has  more  materially  of  the  enlarged  appearance  of  the- 
afhfted  the  caufe  of  fcience,  by  his  Sun  and  Moon,  when  near  the  ho- 
“  Hiftory  of  the  Variation  of  the  rifon,  is  rather  a  meteorological 
Magnetic  Needle,”  whichatDublia  fad,  and  depends  on  the  refradion 
was  found  to  be  eafterly,  till-  the  e#  the  atmofphere.  It  has  beerr 
year  1657,  when  the  magnetic  and  well  illuftrated  by  an  anonymous, 
true  meridians  coincided,  and  •  it  author.  Some  lingular  meteoro- 
has  fince  been  gradually  diverging  logical  appearances  have  been  no- 
to  the -weft,  lo  that  its  prefent  va-  ticed  in  this  period,  particularly 
nation  exceeds  70.  \Dr.  Franklin’s  what  the  failors  call  looming,  the 
New  and  Curious  Theory  of  feemiijg  profpeft  of  iflands  with 
Light  and  Heat,”  is  nearly  the  fame  trees,  &c.  at  a  conliderable  diftance 
as  he  publiflied  formerly  in  his  from  land.  The  looming,  defcribed 
Philosophical  Papers,  extended  to  in  the  American  Tranladions,  oc- 
the  higher  regions,  where,  in  imi-  cur-red  near  Lake  Erie,  and  feemed 
tcition  of  the  ancient  philofophers,  owing  to  reflection.  Mr..  Sturgesr 
he  fuppofes  a  fphere  of  fire  to  exift.  in  the  Philofophicat  Tranfa6tions, 
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Jins  noticed  a  double  rainbow  ;  no 
uncommon  phenomenon.  The 
ufual  Meteorological  Journals  are 
continued,  without  any  improve¬ 
ment.  Mr.  Bent  has  publifhed  an 
additional  Journal,  in  a  fepardle 
pamphlet,  requiring  Bill  more  con¬ 
siderable  correction,  and  Dr.  Gar¬ 
get  has  arranged  the  Meteorological 
<3biervatioos,  made  on  different 
.parts  of  the  Weffern  Coaft,  chiefly 
fhewing,  what  was  generally  known, 
that  rain-  is  more  abundant  in  the 
neighbourhood  of  high  mountains 
than  in  other  places.0  Lightening 
is  more*  destructive  alfo  in  high 
grounds,  and  particularly  on  the 
American  continent.  An  accident 
occurred  fome  years  fince  in  this 
country,  in  the  Heckingham  poor 
houfe,  which  was  confiderably  da¬ 
maged,  though  furnifhed  with  a 
conductor.  In  the  American  Tranf- 
actions,  is  a  fat:  much  more  fink¬ 
ing.  It  was  known,  that  one  con¬ 
ductor  would  not  fecure  any  oreat 
•extent  of  building;  but,  in^this 
cafe,  there  were  two,  though  the 
Building  was  deflroyed.  It  is  pro¬ 
bable,  that  the  points  of  the  con¬ 
ductors  were  ruffy,  and  Mr.  Ritten- 
houfe,  who  defcribes  the  accident, 
propofes  that  the  points  fhouid  be 
made  of  black  lead,  which  is  not 
fubject  to  ruff,  and  that  the  other 
extremity  fhonid  be  imbedded  in 
charcoal,  which  will  conduct  the 
fire  to  a  greater  extent  in  the  earth. 
The  cold  of  the  winter  in  A'merica, 
in  the- year  1779,  1780,  was  more 
feverely  felt  than  even  in  the  old 
•continent.  Mr.  Wilfon  defcribes 
its  effects  very  particularly  in  the 
American  Tranfadtions ;  and  Dr. 
Wifiar,  in  the  fame  collection,  en¬ 
deavours  to  explain  the  lingular  ap¬ 
pearance  of  fmoke,  in  the  evapo¬ 
rations  of  fluids,  furrounded  by  a 
freezing  mixture,  from  the  relative 
cold.  It  requires  fome  farther  en- 
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quiries.  The  effects  of  evapora¬ 
tion,  in  accelerating  freezing,  is 
well  >il  luff  rated  by  Mr.  Williams,  in 
his  “  Defcription  of  the  Method  of 
making  Ice  at  Benares,  in  the 
hotteft  Seafons;”  and  he  has  added 
fome  farther  particulars  of  the  ob- 
fervatory,  'at  this  celebrated  femi- 
nary  of  the  Bramins, 

The’  mifcella  neons  works  in  phi- 
lofophy  are  not  numerous.  Mr. 
Pater fo  11  nas  given,  in  the  Ameri¬ 
can  Tranfactions,  an  Explana¬ 
tion  of  the  eafy  Undulation  of  Wa¬ 
ter,  when  covered  with  a  Surface 
Sf  Oil,”  which  we  think  will  not  be 
confidered  as'  fatisfactory.  Mr. 
Higgins  has  fuggeffed  an  expediti¬ 
ous  and  cheap  method  of  draining 
ponds,  when,  as  fometimes  hap¬ 
pens,  the  water  is  fupported  only 
by  a  ftratum  of  clay  over  fome 
loofe  fand  :  the  method,  is  to  bore, 
through  the  clay,  and  an  operation-, 
fo  eafy,  may  be  fometimes  tried, 
even  when  the  difpofition  jof  the 
ffrata  is  fufpedled  only.  Dr.  Vince 
has  publifhed  a  judicious  “  Plan  of 
of  Lectures  on  the  Principles  of 
Natural  Philofophy:”  but  one  of 
the  moft  ufefuL  little  effays  in  this 
department,  is  “The  Method  of  dif- 
covering  Banks  and  Soundings,  by 
Means  of  the  Thermometer.”  The 
fea  is  confiderably  colder  over  thefe, 
than  in  the  more  unfathomable 
depths,  and  it  is  only  neceffary  to 
add,  to  Mr.  Williams’  views,  fome 
relative  proportion  between  the 
heat  of  the  fea,  and  that  of  the  air. 
Even  in  the  prefect  ffate  of  our 
knowledge,  this  method  was  found 
ufeful,  in  a  voyage  from  Oporto  to 
America.  It  were  to  be  wiftied, 
that  a  little  more  attention  was  paid 
to  this  inftrument:  it  is  generally 
made  and  graduated  very,  carelefslv. 
In  the  barometer,  we  find  fome  im¬ 
provements,  in  two  Papers,  in  the 
Iriffi  Tranfadlions,  Mr.  M‘Guire’s 
P  3  “  DefcrJp- 
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44  Defcription  of  a  f elf  Regulating,”  adheres  to  the  old  dodVrine  feebly ; 
and  Mr.  Ruftin’s 44  Defcription  of  a  and,  while  he  almoft  admits  of  the 
portable  Barometer/’  We  ought  decomposition  of  water,  and  it? 
not,  in  this  mifcejlan.eous  lift,  to  compofition  from  different  airs,  in 


omit  Mr.  Waring’s  Memoir  on 
the  Th.eory  of  Mills,”  which  has  fug- 
gefted  many  valuable  improvements 
in  their  cohftrudtiqn,  nor  Mr.  Auf- 
tin’s  u  Account  of  the  Method  of 
cutting  very  fine  .Screws,  and  Screws 
of  two  Threads,”  in  the  Irifh  Tranf- 
adtions.  Though  the  works  are  of 
very  different  relative  importance, 
each  author,  in  his  department,  pof- 
fefles  no  inconfiderablg  ingenuity* 
Dr.  Percival’s  44  Chamber  Lamp 
Furnace,”  is  an  inftniment  of  a 
very  different  kind;  but  its  con- 
ftrudtion,  defcribed  ip  the  Irilb 
Tranfadfion.s,  is  fimpie,  apd  it  rnay 
be  ufefuj.  This  author’s  44  Eflay 
on  the  proportional  Strength  of 
Acids  and  Volatile  Alkaline  Spirits, 
at  different  Periods  of  their  Diftilla- 
tion,”  is  curious;  but,  as  he  fee  ms 
not  to  have  examined  the  nature  of 
the  products,  in  .other  refpedts,  the 
coiiclufion  is  lefs  to  be  trufted. 
Mr.  Kir  wail,  in  the  fame  collec¬ 
tion,  examines  the  ftrength  of  the 
acids,  and  the  proportion  of  the 
different  ingredients,  in  the  neutral 
faits,  a  work  in  part  already  exe¬ 
cuted,'  and,  in  no  refpedl,  qF 
confiderable  importance.  It  is  ne- 
ceffary  to  obferve,  that  Mr.  Kir- 
wan  has  left  the  iyftem  of  Stahl, 
now  aim  oh  generally  fprfaken  ;  and 
Mr.  Henry,  ip  the  third  volume  of 
the"  Manchefter  Memoirs,  when 
treating' of  the  “  Effects  of  Metallic 
Oxyds  and  Earth  on  Oils,  in  two 
Degrees  of  Heat,”  an  effay  of  fome 
importance,  whofe  objedi  is  to  af- 
certain  the  beft  method  of  depriv¬ 
ing  fhe  oils  of  colour,  fmell,  and 
tafte,  is  equally  a  follower  of  the 
antiphlogiftic  fyftem.  Dr.  Prieftley, 
'in  his  late  44  Experiments  on  the 
Generation  of  Air  from  Water,” 
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cffecf  deferts  the  -fyftem  he  pro- 
feffes  to  fupport.  Dr.  Pearfon,  in 
a  very  valuable  44  Tranflation  and. 
Explanation  , of  the  French  Chemi¬ 
cal  Nomenclature,”  is  a  convert  to 
the  n,ew  opinions,  and  defends 
them  in  oppofition  to  Dr.  Prieftley’s; 
concluftons  from  his  experiment^* 
with  grea.t  zeal  and  fuccefs.  We 
find,  in  the  Manchefter  Memoirs 
plfo,  an  account  of  a  blue  colour* 
obtained  From  the  mother  water 
(the  watery  refiduum,  when  no 
more  fait  will  cryftallize)  of  the 
focfa  phofphorata ;  and,  in  the  Ame¬ 
rican  TranfadKons,  an  analyfis  of 
the  earth  found  near  the  falls  of 
Niagara,  called  the  fpray  of  the 
falls.  It  appears  to  be  a  felenite, 
perhaps  deposited  from  the  water, 
decompounded  by  the  violence  of 
,the  percuftion.  Margraaf,  many 
years  fince,  found  that  water,  agitat¬ 
ed  by  a  mill-hopper,  would  depofite 
a  fimilar  fediment. 

If  the  chemical  annals  in  general 
are  meagrp  or  barren,  in  the  appli¬ 
cation  of  chemiftr.y  to  medicine,  we 
End  fomething  more  promifing,  if 
not  more  important.  It  is  enough 
to  mention  Mr.  Jenner’s  propefs  for 
preparing  emetic,  tartar,  more  pure, 
in  confequence  of  repeated  chryf- 
tallizatious,  from  fome  memoirs  of 
unequal  value,  by  a  fociety  infti- 
tuted  for  improving  ft  Medicajl 
Knowledge;”  the  44Pofologic  Com¬ 
panion  to  the  London  Pharmaco¬ 
peia  ;”  and  a  u  Pharmacopeia 
Chirurgica.”  They  are  works  of 
little  real  importance.  Some  phar¬ 
maceutical  observations  on  the 
Anguftura  bark,  from  the  fecond 
volume  of  44  Medical  Fadfs,”  a 
work  which  we  cannot  follow  mi¬ 
nutely  in  its  various  and  unequal 

contents. 
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contents,  deferve  more  attention, 
bbthTrdm  the  value  of  the  medicine, 
and-  themam  with  which  the  expe¬ 
riments  feem  to  have  been  made. 
Dr.  Graves’  account  alfo  44  of  a  Sul¬ 
phureous  Water  at  -Nottington, 
near  Weymouth,  refembling  in  its 
Properties  and  Analytic  the  Har- 
rowgate  Water,”  if  not,  as  is  too 
<fommbn,  partially  praifed,  defer ves 
regard.  The  mod  important  hep, 
however,  in  medical  chemUtry,  is 
that  of  Dr.  Beddoes,  in  his  “  Ob-, 
fervations  on  the  Nature  and  Cure 
of  Calculus,  Sea  Scurvy,  Con- 
fumption,  Catarrh,  and  Fever;” 
as  well  as  in  his  44  Letter  to  Dr. 
Darwin  on  the  new  Method  of 
treating  Confumptions.”  Fie  en¬ 
deavours  to  bring  back  the  views  of 
phyfiologiffs,  to  the,  nature  and 
conflitution  of  the  fluids,  by  View¬ 
ing  that,  in  confumption,  and  lbme 
other  difeafes  of  this  clafs,  the  vital 
air  is  in  too  large  a  proportion, 
x^hile,  in  feurvy,  the  inflammable 
air  is  in  excels.  His  fyffem  is  flip- 
ported  with  confiderable  ingenuity, 
-and  perhaps  it  has  been  lefs  favour¬ 
ably  received,  becaufe,  in  his  ear- 
lied:  attempts  to  explain  the  nature 
of  the  different  difeafes,  the  author 
ajdumed  too  confident  a  tone,  and 
'  carried  his  fyftem  too  far.  There 
is  little  doubt,  but  that  Dr.  Beddoes’ 
opinions  deferve  much  attention. 
We  know  not  that  it  was  with  any 
view  to  this  fyffem,  that  Mr.  Aber- 
ncthv  made  his  experiments  on  the 
gafeous  fluids,  perfpired  and  ab- 
forbed  by  the  fkin :  the  former  were 
found  to  ,be  .chiefly  phlogiflicated 
'and  fixed  air.  Among  the  fluids 
abforbed,  the  fkin  readily  admitted 
vital  and  fixed  air,  while  it  refufed 
mitrous,  -phlogiflicated,  and  inflam¬ 
mable  airs.  It  is  one.of  the  greateft 
‘  advantages  of  our  arrangement,  that 
r  the' different  labours  tend,  when 
brought  together,  to  illuftrate  each 
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other;  and  perhaps  each  author,  in 
this  inftance,  may  profit  by  .the  at¬ 
tempts  of  his  neighbour  in  this 
fketch.  We  cannot  fuppofe.  uiat 
either;  will  derive  any  advantage 
from  Dr.  Wood’s  44  Eflay  on  the 
Effeffs  of  Stimuli,”  in  which  he  ap¬ 
plies  thefe  chemical. difeoveries  to 
low  fevers,  which  he  fuppofes  to 
be-coi\nectcd  with  inflammable  air 
in  the  blood,  and  thinks  the  idea 
iupported  by  the  effects  of  nitre ; 
becaufe  ,n:tre  contains  pure  air ;  or 
to  a  v£ry  trifling  41  Eflay  on  the 
Scurvy,”  by  a  Dr.  Thomfo  1. 

The  caufeof  fevers,  fo  far  as  they 
depend  on  contagion,  has  been,  il- 
luftraced  by  Dr.  Fordyce  (jn  'the 
coiledtion  alluded  to,  when  w.e 
fpoke  of  Mr..  Jenifer’s  method  of 
recry ftallizing  emetic  .tartar,  and 
which  we  fliali  call  Pvledicaj  Me¬ 
moirs),  though  w  ithout  greatly  add¬ 
ing  to  our  knowledge.  Indeed  that 
work  has  been  fo  long  accumulat¬ 
ing,  that  many  of  its  moft  valuable 
parts  have  been  anticipated  they 
have  been  already  publifhed  by  the 
hearers  of  the  lecturer,  or  have  oc¬ 
curred  in  converfation.  .This  ob- 
iervation  particularly  applies  to  the 
fame  author’s  “'Observations  on  the 
Small  Pox,”  and  Dr.  Hunter’s 44  Oo- 
fervation  refpefting  one  Ill  Confer 
quence  from  Venaffediion,  viz.  an 
inflammation  and  fuppy ration  of 
the  internal  coats  of  the  veins.” 
Mr.  Hunter’s 44  Account  of  the  Tae¬ 
nia  Hydatige.’  a”  is  alfoalready  well 
known,  though  the  cafe  where  the 
urine  was  fuppreffed  by  a  coiledtion 
of  thefe  animals  is  highly  curious. 
Among  the  difeafes  of  the  urinary 
organs,  which  within  our  prefent 
limits  have  been  treated  of,  we  find  a 
judicious  44  Account  of  the  different 
Operations  for  the  Stone,  by  Mr. 
Earl ;”  and,  nearly  connected  with 
this,  is  his  44  Appendix  to  the  Trad! 
on  the  Hvdroceie,”  publiflied  in 
P  4  Mr. 
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Mr.  Pott’s  works ;  in  which  he 
farther  ill uft rates  his  own  method 
of  curing  the  difeafe  radically,  by 
the  .  inflammation  pur'pofely  ex-, 
cited  by  injection.  Dr.  Wilfon’s 
“  Enquiry  into  the  remote  Caufes 
of  Urinary  Gravel,”  -Teems  to  ae- 
ferve  no  great  attention :  it  is  the 
doctrine  advanced  by  Mr.  Murray 
Forbes,  in  an  anonymous  “  Treatife 
on  Gout  and  Gravel,”  which  he 
has  very  lately  republifhed  in  his 
own  name,  without  any  confider- 
able  improvements.  Mr.  Weldon 
has  publifhed  fome  “  Obfervations 
on  the  different  Methods  of  punc¬ 
turing  the  Bladder  in  ObftruCtions 
of  Urine,”  chiefly,  as  it  appears,  to 
recommend  a  particular  one.  Mr. 
Bell,  in  two  volumes  on  the  “Vene¬ 
real  Difeafe,”  has  fully  illuftrated 
fome  of  the  mod  material  opera¬ 
tions,  which  this  loathfome  difor- 
der  occafions  in  the  urinary  and 
other  organs,  and,  both  from  his 
introductory  remarks,  and  his  ge¬ 
neral  treatment,  fupports,  with 
great  fuccefs,  the  idea  that  manor- 
rhoea  and  fiphylis  are  difeafes 
originating  from  two  diftinCt  infec¬ 
tions. 

One  difeafe  frond  fpecihc  infec¬ 
tion,  whofe  violence  and  ravages 
are  mod  alarming,  has  been  the 
object  of  confiderable  attention  in 
this  period,  though  without  any 
practical  advantage  ;  we  mean  the 
hydrophobia.  One  author  con¬ 
tends,  that  it  is,  in  reality,  a  putrid 
fever.  Dr.  Meafe,  in  his  “  Effay  on 
the  Bite  of  a  Mad  Dog,”  a  work  of 
no  great  value,  which  has  been 
ufelefsly  extended  by  the  numerous 
additions  of  Dr.  Lettfom,  endea¬ 
vours  to  fliow,  that  it  is  wholly  fpaf- 
tnodic.  Dr.  Arnold  feems  to  con- 
fider  a  cafe  of  nervous  agitation  to 
be  hydrophobic  ;  and  an  author,  in 
Dr.  Duncan’s  Medical  Commen¬ 
taries,  fpeaks  of  its  frequently  re- 
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curring.  ,  In  the  Medical  Memoirs, 
there  is  a  collection  of  the  principal 
heads  of  enquiry  on  the  hydro¬ 
phobia,  judicioiifly  collected  and 
arranged.  In  the  cure,  we  have 
faid  few  advantages  hade  been 
made:  thofe  cafes,  not  decidedly 
hydrophobic,  may  hav£  been  cured, 
and  the  external  and  internal  ufe  of 
oil,  according  to  the  fuggeilion  of 
Dr.  Sims,  from  a  Greek  fragment, 
feems  to  have  been  ferviceable.  . 
Mr.  Foot,  anxious  to  enforce  his  ' 
former  opinions,  has  repeated  his 
recommendation  of  cutting  out  the  " 
wounded  part,  while,  in  the  cafe  of  ’ 
another  infection,  from  .a  bite  of  a 
rattle  fnake,  Dr.  Barton,  in  the 
American  TranfaCt ions,  thinks  fca- 
rification  and  a  cauftic  fufficient 
prefervatives.  If  the  artificial  mode 
deferibed  by  Dr.  Hunter,  in  the 
Medical  Memoirs,  of  conveying 
nourifliment  into  the  ftomach,  in 
cafes  of  palfy  in  the  mufcles  of  de¬ 
glutition,  be  practicable,  it  may 
perhaps  be  ufeful  in  conveying  li¬ 
quids  into  the  flomach,  in  cafes 
of  hydrophobia.  Dr.  Hunter  him- 
felf  would  not  probably  carry  his 
mechanical  affiftance  farther ;  yet  a 
cafe  has  lately  occurred,  we  believe, 
in  the  Medical  Commentaries, 
where  quick/ilver  feems  to  have 
had  fome  effect.  It  certainly  afted 
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in  fome  meafure  by  its  weight,  and 
was  not  fo  much  divided  or  oxydat- 
ed,  as  in  fugh  a  fituation  it  is  fup-  ‘ 
pofed  it  would  be.  Mr.  Hunter,  in 
his  Paper  on  Introfufception,  in  1 
the  Medical  Memoirs,  has  fhown 
that  the  gut  fometimes  falls  down 
within  the  lower  portion,  and  fome¬ 
times  turns  over  it.  In  each  i li¬ 
ft  an  ce,  mercury  could  not  be  equal¬ 
ly  advantageous ;  but,  though  he  has 
explained  the  circumftances,  he  has  • 
not  afiifted  us  in  the  treatment. 
Dr.  Leake,  in  his  a  Practical  Efiav 
on  the  Difeafes  of  the  Vifcera,’V- 

fddom 
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feldom  aids  with  the  vigour  which 
liich  violent  difeafes  require.  His 
directions  are  mild  and  gentle,  and, 
if  he  does  not  cure  cito,  it  is  at 
lead  tute&  jucunde.  Dr.  Squnders, 
in  his  “  Treatife  of  the  Structure, 
CEconomy,  and  Difeafes  of  the  Li¬ 
ver,”  has  taken  a  wider  circle,  with¬ 
out  adding  greatly  to  our  know¬ 
ledge,  He  has  not  been  able  to 
trace  the  fecreticn  of  bile,  in  any 
.  ref^edt,  to  the  hepatic  artery  ;  he 
has  not  afcertained  the  ufe  of  the 
fpleen ;  nor  has  Dr.  Burrows,  who 
defcnbes  an  enlarged  fpleen  in  the 
Irifh  TranfaCtions,  been  more  fuc- 
cefsful  from  obferving  the  confe- 
quence  of  the  difeafe.  This  lad: 
aitthor’s  account  of  a  p'erfon,  who 
lived  a  long  time  with  a  fidulous 
opening  in  the  domach,  from  a 
wound  with  a  blunt  inftrument, 
diews  by  what  lingular  refources 
nature  accommodates  herfelf  to  the 
moduncommon  fituations.  That  na¬ 
ture,  unimpeded  in  her  operations, 
will  often  fuCceed  in  cafes  the  mod 
defperate,  we  find  from  various 
faffs;  but  in  none  more  driking 
than  in  the  effeffs  obferved  in  con- 
fequence  of  red,  in  cafes  of  lum¬ 
bar  abfcefs,  mentioned  by  M. 
David  in  his  Edays,  trandated.  by 
Mr,  Judamond,  and  in  the  courfe 
of  this  year  pubiiflied  feparately. 
Mr.  Abernethy,  in  his a  Surgical  Ef- 
fays,”  comes  very  near  the  fameidea, 
by  gradually  evacuating  the  mat¬ 
ter,  and  giving  the  cyd  an  oppor¬ 
tunity  of  doling  dowly.  His  ob- 
fervations  in,  the  fecond  part  of  the 
fame  work,  on  the  bad  effeffs  of 
bleeding,  are  of  Lome  utility  ;  and 
Mr.  Homes’  u  Defcription  of  Dr. 
Hunter’s  Mode  of  operating  in  the 
‘  Popliteal  Aneurifm,”  is  Angularly 
exaff  and  judicious. 

Nature  we  find  is  fometimes  alfo 
to  be  traded  in  difeafes  where  we 
xan  lefs  expect  her  abidance,  where 
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the  can fe  is  beyond  the  circulation. 
In  a  Paper,  contained  in  one  of 
the  periodical  collections  of  Me¬ 
dical  Faffs,-  w-e  find  an  aneurifm 
abforbed,  and  the  circulation,  as  we 
fufpeft,  carried  on  bv  the  anado- 
mofingarteries;  though,  as  we  diall 
fee,  the  elfeff  has  been  attributed 
to  -a  different  caufe.  In  obdetric' 
cafes,  where  her  efforts  are  more 
decidedly  falutary,  the  contentions 
of  accoucheurs,  refpeft ing  the  com¬ 
parative  merit  of  their  indruinents,. 
feem  to  diow  that  they  are  not 
always  willing  to  trud  her.  The 
dilputes  about  the  fuperiority  of 
the  Forceps  to  the  lev  r,  are  con-, 
tinned  in  a  treatife,  entitled  “Man- 
midwifery  dideff ed and  Mr.  Raw¬ 
lins  has  pubiiflied  a  little  tract  oh 
“  the  Defects  of  the  Struff  tire  of  the 
Obdetric  Forceps,  particularly  the 
Double  Curved.”  Dr.  Clarke’s 
“Effay  on  Pregnancy,”  deiigned  to- 
guard  his  fair  patients  through 
every  dep  of  this  troublefome  path, 
has  not  added  much  to  our  former 
knowledge.  He  has  only  recom¬ 
mended,  with  confidence,  as  new, 
what  was  before  generally  known; 
nor,  in  his  account  of  a  lingular 
accident,  a  fatal  haemorrhage,  from 
the  rupture  of  the  Fallopian  tube, 
has  he  done  more  than  add  a  num¬ 
ber  of  peculiar^  accidents.  The 
efiav  of  Mr.  Bifchoff  on  the  “  Ex¬ 
traction  of  tire  Cafcaraff,”  has  riot 
greatly  contributed  to  increafe  the 
(kill  pr  the  fuccefs  of  the  operator. 

The  violence  of  the  malignant 
•fever,  which  occurred  at  Philadel¬ 
phia,  has  engaged  the  attention  of 
all  dalles.  We  can  now  only  an¬ 
nounce  “a  fhort  Statement”  of  this 
difeafe,  whpfe  fource  has  not  yet 
been  traced,  nor  its  nature  well  af¬ 
certained.  It  was  not  of  a  highly 
putVid  nature,  but  perhaps  an  acuter 
form  of  the  low  hofpital  fever, 
where  nature  yields  without  re- 

fid- 
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fijfance.  On  the  contrary, .  the 
malignant  remittent,,  fo  feelingly 
defcribed  by  the  fufferer  hirnfelf, 
in  the  Medical  Memoirs,  prefents 
the  mod  finking  proofs  of  the 
powers  of  nature,  and  therviolence 
of  the  difeafe.  In  the  phthifis 
pulmonaiis  her  powers  are  more 
{lowly  undermined;  and  a  Dr. 
White,  himfelf  a  martyr  to  the 
difeafe,  has  left  his  observations 
on  it :  we  do  not  find  that  he  has 
added  much  to,  our  knowledge-. 
He  has  indeed  illuftrated  one  fpe- 
cies  of  the  diforder,  which  feems. 
to  ccnfiff  in  an  irritability  of  the 
whole  arterial  fyftem  ;  but,  what 
he  calls  the  putrid  ulcerous  con¬ 
sumption,  is  perhaps  only  the 
doling  fcene  of  every  cafe.  Dr. 
Ryan,  in  a  pulmonic  complaint, 

fcarcelv  better  underftood  than  in 
■  * 

the  days  of  Mover,  the  afthma,  has 
fh'ongly  recommended  the  cold 
bath.  In  ulcers  externally,  Mr. 
Home  hak  ,in  the  Medical  Me¬ 
moirs,  given  a  {‘tries  of  experiments, 
to  mcertain  the  effects  of  different 
applications,  and  found  the  molt 
luccefsful  c.  y  powder,  to  be  rhu¬ 
barb.  The  moft  fuccefsful  life  of 
a  dry  ,powder, .  in  external  inffam- 
mationglis  ..that. of  chalk, '.in.  burns 
and  fcajds.  Mr.  C leghorn,  who 
.feems  to  be  a  npan* of  fiv-dhg  found 
u  n d e r  fra n a h lg,  de fcr i  ocs  in  the  Me¬ 
dical  Trail s,  his  method  of  treating 
t  burns  an  a  fcaids he  fir  if  applies 
vinegar  repeatedly,  till  the  paimis 
lcnened,.and  then  dreffesthe  fcalded 
part  with  dry  chalk.  The  moff 
violent  burns  feldom  become  ul¬ 
cers.  I  he  inflammation  of  a  fc aid 
is, .undoubtedly  eryfipelatous,.  and  * 
the  eft  efts  of  dry  powders  have 
been  long  afcertained  in  this  dif¬ 
eafe.  Eryiipelas  indeed,  in  .crowd¬ 
ed  towns,  is  often  putrid  ;  and  Dr. 
Fordyce,  in  ope  pf  thpfe  ejfays  in 
the  Medical  Memoirs, "which  is  no ' 


longer  ne\y  from  the  delay  of  the 
publication,  recommends  the  in-* 
ternal  ufe  of  bark  in  it.  Dr.  Se- 
guin  Jackfon’s  “Dermato-patholo- “ 
gia”  is  defigiied  to  comprehend  the 
whole  clals  of  cutaneous  difeafes-;- 
but  his  new  thoughts  on  the  pa-1 
thology  and  proximate  caufe  of* 
difeafes  of  the  fkin,  merit  very- 
little  attention.  Dr.  Nefbitt’s  “ Cli¬ 
nical’'  Guide  is  not  a  work  of  much 
greater  importance;  and  Dr.  Wal¬ 
lis’s  f‘  Art  of  preventing  Difeafes 
and  reftoring  Health,”  is  rather  ah 
ufeful  introduction  to  fdence,  thaii 
calculated  greatly  to  affift  its  pro- 
grefs.  Dr.  Denman’s  “  Obferva- 
tions  on  the  Buxton  Waters,”  is  a 
medical  work  of  the  general  clafs, 
and  executed  with  great  propriety. 
It  treats  of  the  difeafes  to  which 
thefe  waters  are  befl  adapted,  and 
thofe  iefs  likely  to  be  benefited  byj 
their  ufe.  The  cafe  mentioned  by 
Dr.  Percival,  in  the  Iriffi  Tranf- 
aflions,  of  a  tremulous  and  per¬ 
pendicular,  rather  than  a  lateral 
motion  of  the.  eyes,  requires  no  par¬ 
ticular  remark. 

One  of  Mr.  Dadd’s  effays,  which 
we  remarked  to  have  been  repub- 
Iiihed,  was  on  the  counter-fhTur.e, 
where  the  cranium  is  fractured  'on 


the  fide  oppofife  to  that  injured  by 
the  blow,  while  the  intermediate 
part  appears  unhurt.  The  fame 
fubjeht  has  bffen  illuflrated  in  the 
lrifli  Transitions,  by  Mr.  Hallbr 
ran,  in  his  attempt  to  determine 
fucll  injuries  of.  the  head  as  require 
trepanning.;  and  to  this  may  be 
r addqd,  Mr.; King’s  defeription  of  a 
new  inffrument  for  this  operation, 
in  the  fameTolleition.  It  certainly 
merits  the  attention  of  furgeons. 
A  cafe  is',  recorded  in  the  Medical 
Commentaries,  where  a  fofs  of  the 
portion  of  the  brain,  from  a  violent 
blow,  was  found,  to  the  great  ftlr- 
prife  of  the  author,  not  to  have 
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injured  the  mental  faculties;  and 
Mr.  Carlisle,  in  the  Medical  Me¬ 
moirs,  feems  equally  to  wonder, 
that  a  peculiar  formation  of  one 
portion  of  the  brain  had  not  been 
perceived  by  fome  anomalies  in 
the  intellectual  operations.  The 
ftriCteft  materialist  will  not  connect 
peculiar  functions  with  particular 
parts  of  the  brain,  except  in  thofe 
parts  from  whence  each  nerve 
arifes  ;  and  Mr.  Theiwall,  in  his 
very  . inaccurate  Efiay,  towards  a 

Definition  of Animal  Vitality,”  cal¬ 
culated  to  afiifl  the  materialist,  has 
not  advanced  any  argument  to  raife 
the  material  parts  of  the  brain  to 
fuch  a  high  rank.  Animal  matter, 
as  fuch,  Mr.  Abernethv  has  told  us, 
in  his  eflay  on  this  fubjeCt,  is  always 
the  fame  ;  and,  if  fome  parts  have 
additional  qualities,  with  which  pe 
culiar  functions  are  connected,  the 
prefent  State  of  our  knowledge  does 
not  allow  us  to  conneCt  them  with 
the  operations  of  mind.  In  the 
examination  of  thefe  qualities,  a 
Step  of  confiderable  importance  has 
been  made  by  M.  Galvani,  in  con¬ 
sequence  of  an  accidental  difcovery 
of  M.  Cotugno :  it  has  been  pur- 
fued  by  M.  Valli,  whofe  work  is 
fmce  translated;  by  M.  Volta  in  the 
Philofophical  TranfaCtions  ;  by 
Drs.  Monro  and  Fowler,  in  fepa- 
rate  pamphlets.  It  feems,  from 
their  experiments,  that  nervous  and 
mufcuiar  power  depends  on  the 
eleCtric  fluid,  qr  fome  modification 
of  electricity.  M.  Volta  has  in¬ 
deed  endeavoured  to  Show,  that,  in 
the  experiments,  we  find  little  but 
the  accidental  electricity  rendered 
picre  confpicuous  by  the  apparatus. 
Dr.  Fowler  renders  it  probable,  in 
fome  inftances  at  leafc,  that  the 
fridtion  from  the  Struggles  of  the 
animal  excites  the  eleCtrical  power ; 
and  M.  Valli,  like  Dr.  Beddoes, 
,  has  injured  the  caufe  by  purfuing 
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a  fyftem  farther  than  faCts  will  fup- 
port  him.  At  prefent  he  can  reft 
on  little  more,  than  that  faCts  feem 
to  Show  a  connection  between  the 
eleCtrical  and  nervous  power; 
though  Dr.  Fowler  proves  in  their 
affinities,  there  ‘is  occasionally  a 
great  difference;  and  Monro  feems, 
with  more  reafon,  to  think  that  it 
is  really  the  electricity  of  the  me¬ 
tals  which  Stimulates  the  nerves. 
Thefe  authors  are  purfuing  the  vital 
principle  in  the  eleCtrical  fluid;  and 
others  feem  defirous  of  finding  it 
in  the  blood.  The  vitality  of  the 
blood  was  a  favourite  principle  of 
Mr  Hunter,  and  it  has  been  e- 
choed  by  his  pumls  in  various 
forms.  W e  fee  it  occur  in  many 
parts  of  the  publications  of  the 
prefent  year  y  but  it  is  only  brought 
for  w  ard ,  particuia’rl'yi  in  Mr.  Homo's 
“  Obfervations  on  Loofe  Cartilage? 
found  in  the  joints  ”  He  accounts 
for  them,  by  fuppoling  blood  ef- 
fufed,  whicli  forms  veSfels  that  de¬ 
posit  cartilaginous  matter.  It  is  a 
fuCt,  however,  taatno  vefllls  appear 
in  blood,  unlefs  connected  with  a 
living  part:  that  the  blood  may 
occasionally  fuffier  air  to  efcape,  is 
not  improbable,  though  it  can 
fcarcely  be  admitted  that  it  fe- 
cretes  air.  We  find  this  fluid  in 
the  air-bladders  of  filh ;  and  Dr. 
Bailey  has  produced  a  cafe  where 
emDhvfema  occurred,  without  lo- 
cal  injury,  without  any  wound  in 
the  lungs,  or  any  communication 
with  the  inteftines ;  and  another, 
where  the  veSTels  were  obliterated 
in  confequence  of  a  coagulation  of 
the  blood.  It  is  probable,  that  Dr. 
Webfter  means  to  raife  up  another 
arCnneus,  like  Van  Helmont,  in  the 
Stomach.  Be  has  published  “  FaCts 
to  Show  its  Connection  with  Life, 
Difeafe,  and  Recovery  but  we  are 
yet  to  wait  for  their  application. 
Wherever  this  ruling  principle  is, 

how- 


f>36]  ■  DOMESTIC  ] 

ho wetter*  placed,  its  efforts  are  An¬ 
gularly  fvtccefsfdl ;  and  no  more 
ftriking  inftance  can  occur,  than 
in  the  cafe  •recorded  by  Mr.  Aber- 
nethy,  in  the  Philofophical  Trail f- 
actions,  where  the  heart  and  larger 
veffels  were  Angularly  deranged. 
The  peculiar  appearance  of  the  ex- 
oftofes  in  a  new  fpecies  of  chaste- 
don^  deferibed  in  the,  fame  collec¬ 
tion,  is  probably  equally  fubfer- 
vient  to  its  habits  and  its  wants. 
We  can  eafily  guefs  at  them,  from 
the  circumftance  of  its  con fcantlv 
living  in  fhallow  water,  when  we 
refledt,  that  thefe  protuberances 
mu  ft  afford  a  very  advantageous 
attachment  to  the  different  mufcles, 
in  a  Situation  where  the  fifh  muff 
want  extraordinary  powers.  The 
life  of  the  panzolin,  a  Angular  ani¬ 
mal,  deferibed  both  in  its  habits 
and  internal  ftrudture,  in  the  Ali- 
atic  Refearches,  is  more  peculiarly 
fubterraneous  than  even  that  of 
the  mole,  and  his  ftomach  is  adapt¬ 
ed  to  his  Atuation.  It  is  cartila¬ 
ginous;  not,  as  the  author  of  the 
defeription,  Mr.  Burt,  feems  to 
fuggeft,  that  its  food  is  probably  of 
mineral  fub, fiances.;  for  thefe  are 
wholly  incapable  of  animalization, 
but  to.gqard  againft  injury,  while 
its  fituat.joii  prevents  him  from  ac¬ 
curately  diftingu ifhmg  the  grub 
from  the  earth  that  fur  rounds  him. 
Mr.  Bell's  u  Defeription  of  the 
Double  hornedRhinocerbs  of  Suma¬ 
tra,”  is  curious,  and  not  unintereft.- 
ing.  In  the  patnral  hiftory  of  man,  we 
have  no  improvements.  We  have 
only  to  record  Dr,  Barton’s  u  Ob¬ 
servations  on  the  Probability  of 
Human  Life  ip  America,”  which 
he  .thinks  is  -proportionallv  great; 
.but  we  have  long  learned  to  diftruft 
■the  flattering  accounts  of  the  new 
world.  The  American  Tranfac- 
tions,  which  furmili  this  informa¬ 
tion,  record  alio  the  remains  of 
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Angular  works  of  art  in  the  we  ft  err* 
territory ;  work s,  w hich  other  more 
probable  accounts  have  fuppofed 
to  be  accidental  appearances,  .exag¬ 
gerated  by  the  imagination .  or  a 
lefs  laudable  principle.  The  capra 
chamrecnfta,  a  kind  of  bean,  fown 
alternately  with  oats  .and  wheat, 
whofe  time  of  flowering  and  ripen-  . 
ing  renders  it  eafy  to  plough  in  the 
haulm  and  the  feeds,  is  faid,  in  the 
fame  coltedfion,  greatly  to  ‘recruit 
worn-out  lands.  Dr.  Barton  has 
endeavoured  to  fhow,  that  America 
owes  the  induftrious  bee  to  Europe; 
and  we  truft,  it  may  .inake  fonie 
compenfation  to  the  inhabitants 
for  the  numerous  ills  which  the 
v Hits  of  Europeans  have  intro¬ 
duced.  From  the  native  Ameri¬ 
cans  we  have  received  much  in¬ 
formation;  and  Mr.  Martin’s  ac¬ 
count  of  the  plants,  which  afford 
the  chief  dyes  of.  the.  Indians,  will 
not,  probably,  be  the  laft  leflon  we 
fhall  receive  from  this  almoft  ex¬ 
terminated  race. 

This  year  has  afforded  a  good 
Englifh  tranfladonof“Buffon’s Na¬ 
tural  Hiftory  of  Birds,”  with  fome 
additions  from  the  works  of  Pen¬ 
nant  and  other  natural.! fts ;  and  the 
Afiatic  Refearches  deferibe  a  curi¬ 
ous  kind  of  .fparrow,  (more  lingu¬ 
lar,  as  this  little  mifehievous  race 
is  generally  indocile)  which  will 
fetch  at  its  mafter’s  command. 
Botany  has  received  but  little  im¬ 
provement.  The  third  number  of 
Dr.  Smith’s  work  fhews  no  im¬ 
paired  fpirit  and  attention;  and  Dr. 

,  Wpodville’s.u  Medical  Botany”  is 
concluded,  fo  far.  as  refpedts  the' 
.plants  in  the  Britifli  Pharmacopeias, 
in  an  improved  ftyle.  He  pur- 
pofesto  proceed  with  the  medicinal 
plants,  retained  in.  the  foreign  dif- 
penfatories.  Dr.  Bkrton,  in  the 
American  Tranfadtions,  -has  de¬ 
feribed  the  podophyllum  difphil- 

ium  ; 
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}mn  ;  and  we  find,  from  the  Afiatic 
Refearches,  that  the  fpikenard  of 
the  ancients  is  really  a  fpecies  of 
yalerian.  We  muff  not  pafs  over 
in  the  fame  colledfion,  Sir  William 
Jones’  “Plan  of  a  Treatife  on  the 
Plants' of  India,”  from  which  much 
Information  may  probably  be  de¬ 
rived;  M.  Muhlenberg  V‘Flora  Lan- 
caftrenfis,”‘and  M.  B.  de  Beauvois’ 
paper  on  eryptogamia  plants  in  the 
American  Tranfaftions.  Of  the  poi- 
foiious  plants,  we  find  a  new  fpe¬ 
cies,  the  cicitta,  from  the  fame 
continent,  defcribed  by  Dr.  Green¬ 
away,  with  the  trivial  name  of  ve- 
nenofa.  The  more  mifcellaneous 
botanical  works  are,  Dr.  Martin’s 
u  on  the  Language  of  Botany,”  in 
which  he  endeavours  to  make  the 
Engfifti  nomenclature  more  Briefly 
Linnaean ;  and  Sir  Richard  Clayton’s 
'publication  of  de  la  Croix’s 48  Con- 
nubia  Florum,”  an  elegant  Georgic, 
illuftrating  the  fexual  fyftem  of  the 
northern  naturalift. 

Mr.  Goldfon's  aObfervations  on 
a  Palfaoe  between  the  Atlantic  ahd 
PacificQeeans”  may  be  mentioned  ; 
but  he  repeats  only  former  tales, 
inconfiftent  with  what  we  know; 
and  the  account  of  a  hill,  on  the 
borders  of  North  Carolina,  fup- 
pofied  to  be  a  volcano  in  the  Ame¬ 
rican  ,  TranfaHions,  is  equally  u\\~ 
intefeuing.  Volcanos  have  exifted 
in  many  different  parts  of  the  old 
and  new  continent,  and  their  re¬ 
mains  are  now  of  little  importance. 

The  fir  ft  publication  which  calls 
for  our  notice  in  the  next  depart¬ 
ment  of  cur  work,  is,  a  The  Hiftory 
of  Ancient  Europe,  with  a  View  of 
the  Revolutions  in  Afia  and  Africa, 
in  a  Series  of  Letters  to  a  Young 
Nobleman,  by  William  Ruffel!, 
L.  L.  D.  in  Two  Volumes.”  Dr. 
Ruffe!  1  was  the  author  of  the  Hif¬ 
tory  of  Modern  Europe;  a  highly 
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popular  Work,  from  which  'he  de- 
fervedly  obtained  a  confiderable 
ffiare  of  reputation.  For,  contain¬ 
ing  a  judicloufly '  compreffed  view 
of  the  moft  important  tranfadfions 
which  took  place  in  the  different 
European  ftates,  derived  from  the 
moft:  unexceptionable  authorities, 
and  drawn  up  in  a  peffpiciious  and 
unaffedfed  ftyle,  it  whs  well  adapted 
for  the  information  and  improve- 
mentTf  the  moft  numerous  clafs 
of  readers,  and  particularly  young 
perfons. '  The  plan  which  he  has 
commenced  in  the  volumes  before 
us,  we  confider  to  be  u  very  de- 
firable  extenfion  of  the  'original 
work ;  as  it  leads  to  a  regular  con¬ 
nected  view  of  the  whole  Hiftory 
of  man,  from  the  eariieft  periods, 
and  to  fome  of  the  moft  mterefting 
feenes  which  have  been  difplayed 
on  the  grand  theatre  of  the  World. 
The  prefect  volumes  trace  the  rife 
and  eftabliftiment  of  religion  and 
government  ahlong  the  Hebrews, 
the  Phamicians,  the  Affyrians,  the 
Egyptians,  the  Grecian  ftates,  the 
Ferfians,  the  Greek-  colonies  in 
A’fi a  Minor,  and  in  Italy  ;  the  ori¬ 
gin  and  progrefs  of  the  Roman 
power;  and  bring  down  the  Hif¬ 
tory  of  Greece  to  the  com¬ 
mencement  of  the  Peloponnefian 
war.  To  t lie  narrative  the  author 
has  added  federal  ingenious  and 
pleafmg  differtations,  on  mifcella- 
n e ous  fitbj  efts ;  filch  as  the  natural 
progrefs  of  human  fociety ;  the 
Egyptian  theology  ;  the  origin  and 
beneficial  effeas  of  the  Olympic 
games ;  the  rile  and  ufe  of  the 
Grecian  oracles  ;  and  views  of  the 
progrefs  of  arts,  manners,  religion, 
and  literature.  His  text  is  like- 
wife  il  lull  fated  with  notes,  in  which 
he  ably  vindicates  himfelf  When 
he  conftders  it  as  necefiaiy  to  diftei 
from  preceding  writers.  Oh  the 

whole,  we  can  venture  to  affect, 

that 
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that  Dr.  Ruffell,  by  the  publication  and  perfpicuousabftraX  of  the  prm^ 
4>{  thefe  volumes,  will  not  lofe  any  cipal  events  in  the  Spanifh  Hiftory* 
of  the.  reputation  which  he  acquired  from  the  earlieft  times  to  the  pre- 
by  his  former  production ;  and  that  fent.  To  the  Englilh  fcholar  fucli 
thofe  who  have  been  inftruXedand  a  compendium  was  long  defirable;- 


entertained  by  his  Hiftory  of  Modem 
Europe,  will  find,  that  his  method 
©f  abridging  the  records  ofiancient 
.hiftory,.  poffefles  fimilar^  recom¬ 
mendations  to  fuch  readers  ias  have 
not  leifurfe  or.  opportunity  for  con- 
L Lilting  the  .  vail  mafs  of  original 
writers. 

In  our  laft  year's  Regifter  we  an¬ 
nounced  the  firft  and  fecond  vo- 
lumes  of  u  The  Hiftory  of  France, 
from  the  earlieft  Times  to  the  pre- 
feat  important  iEra,  &c.  by  John 
Gifford,  efq.”  which  we  recom¬ 
mended  as  an  entertaining  and  in¬ 
finitive  compilation,  and  an  ufe- 
ful  addition  to  the  flock  of  Englifh 
hiftorical  literature.  During  the  pre¬ 
fent  year,  the  third  and  fourth  vo¬ 
lumes  have  made  their  appearance, 
.which  are  diilinguifhed  by  the  cha- 
raXeriftics  which  are  afcribed  to 
the  former  ones.  They  include 
the  bufy  and  interefting  period  be¬ 
tween  the  commencement  of  the 
reign  of  Lewis  XI  in  the  year  1461, 
and  the  acceflion  of  Lewis  XVI.  in 
1774.,  The  author  has  led  his  read¬ 
ers  to  conclude,  that  he  intends  to 
pubiifh  a  continuation  of  this  work, 
including  the  hiftory  of  the  French 
revolution. 

“  The  Hiflory  of  Spain,  from  the 
Eftablifhment  of  the  Colony  of 
Gades  by  the  Phoenicians,  to  the 
Death  of  Ferdinand,  furnamed  the 
Sage,  in  Three  Volumes,”  was  writ¬ 
ten  by  the  author  of  the  Hiflories 
of  France  and  of  Rome,  of  which 
we  gave  an  account  in  our  Regif- 
ters  for  the  year  1790  and  1792. 
This  work  is  drawn  up  on  the  fame 
lan  with  the  author’s  -  former  la- 
ours;  and  is  intended  to  prefent 
|he  general  reader  with  a  complete 


and  executed,  as  the  prefent  is,  in 
a  judicious,  fpirited,  and  interefting 
manner,  cannot  fail  of  being  ac¬ 
ceptable  and  ufeful.  From  an  ad- 
vertifement  we  learn,  that  the 
author  is  indebted  for  the  beft  ma¬ 
terials  of  his  firft  volume  to  Mariana 
and  Gibbon;  and  to  the  latter  hi f- 
torian,  in  particular,  for  his  ac¬ 
count  of  the  revolutions  under  the 
Goths  and  Saracens.  In  the  fe¬ 
cond  volume  he  is  under  confider- 
able  obligations  to  Robertfon  and 
Watfon ;  and  in  the  third,  to  a 
number  of  refpeXable  modem 
writers,  whofe  names  he  has  fpe- 
cified.  1 

“  The  Hiflory,  Civil  and  Com¬ 
mercial,  of  the  Britifh  Colonies  in 
the  Wefl-Indies,  by  Bryan  Edwards, 
Efq.  of  the  Ifiand  of  Jamaica,  in 
Two  Volumes,”  isawork which  we 
think  richly  deferving  of  the  at¬ 
tention  of  the  public.  The  objeX 
of  the  author,  under  a  general  di- 
vifion  of  his  work,  into  fix  books, 
which  include  numerous  fubdivi- 
fions,  is  “  to  prefent  the  reader 
with  an  hiftorical  account  of  the 
origin  and  progrels  of  the  fettle  - 
ments  made  by  our  own  nation  in 
the  Weft-India  iflands,  to  explain 
their  conftitutional  eftablifhments, 
internal  governments,  and  the  po¬ 
litical  fyftem  maintained  by  Great 
Britain  towards  them ;  to  deferibe 
the  manners  and  difpofitions  of  the 
prefent  inhabhants,  as  influenced 
by  climate,  fituation,  and  other 
local  caufes ;  comprehending  an 
account  of  the  African  ftave  trade, 
obfervations  on  the  negro  charac¬ 
ter  and  genius,  and  reflexions  on 
the  fyftem  of  ilavery  eftabliflied  ih 
our  colonies ;  to  fur  mill  a'  more 
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eomprehenfive  ^account-.  than  has 
hitherto  appeared  of  the,  .agrleuL 
ture  of  the  fugar  i (lands  in  general, 
and  of  their  rich  and  valuable  fta- 
ple  commodities  in  particular;  and, 
finally,  to  difplay  the  various  and 
jwidely  extended  branches  of  their 
Commerce;  pointing  out  the  rela¬ 
tions  of  each  towards  the  other, 
and  towards  the  feveral  great  in- 
terefts,  the  manufactures,  naviga¬ 
tion,  revenue,  and  lands  of  Great- 
Britain.”  Thefe,  with  feveral  col¬ 
lateral  difquifitions,  are  the  topics 
on  which  he  has  endeavoured  to 
collect  and  to  convey  to  the  pub¬ 
lic  ufeful  and  acceptable  informa¬ 
tion.  On  mentioning  the  various 
and  interefting  fubjeCts  to  which  he 
has  adverted,  the  expectation  of  the 
reader  will  probably  be  raifed  to  a 
very  high  pitch.  We  can  adore 
him,  however,  that  he  runs  no  rifk 
of  being  difappointed,  from  the  pe- 
rufal  of  Mr.  Edwards’s  volumes. 
In  his  refearches  he  appears  to  have 
been  diligent  and  accurate,  and  to 
have  obtained  all  the  valuable  do¬ 
cuments  neceflary  to  the  elucidation 
of  his  fubjeCts.  His  accounts  of 
the  agriculture  and  commerce  of 
the  Weft-India  Iflands  are  part i- 
cularly  valuable.  The  arguments 
for  and  againft  the  (lave  trade  are 
difcufted  by  him  at  confiderable 
length,  and  with  more  candour  and 
impartiality  than  might  be  expeCted 
from  one  interefted  in  the  continu¬ 
ance  of  that  traffic.  The  charac¬ 
ters  which  he  draws  of  the  various 
inhabitants  of  thofe  colonies  are 
curious  and  interefting;  and  his 
(djefcriptions  of  the  romantic  fce- 
nery  of  the  country,  beautiful  and 
pi&Ur^fque.  Mr.  Edwards’s  ftyle 
^nd'  language  are  correCf,  elegant, 
.an<^ ofteiphighly  animated. 

...  “  T^e  *£tiftory  of  the  Govern¬ 
ment  of  Newfoundland,  by  John 
JReeves,  Efq.  Chief  Juftiee  of  the 


Ifland,”  is  a  fliort,  but  comprehen- 
ftve  and  entertaining  hiftory  of  the 
government  of  that  country  ;  in¬ 
cluding  an  account  of  the-  ftruggles 
and  viciflitudes  of  two  contending 
interefts,  the  planters-  and  inhabi¬ 
tants  o  112 the  one  hand,  and  the  ad¬ 
venturers  ando'merchants  oh  the 
other,  from  the  time  of  granting 
the  firft  charter,  by  queen  Eliza¬ 
beth,  in  1.578,  to  the  laft  eftabhfh- 
ment  of  a  court  of  c.ivi!  jurifditftion 
in  the  year  1791.  In  an  Append ix- 
the  author  has  inferted  the  a£ts  of 
parliament  refpeefting  the  trade  and 
filheries. 

The  “  Hiftorical  Journal  of  the 
Tranfadftions  at  Port  Jackfon  and 
Norfolk  Ifland,  &c.  by  John  Hun¬ 
ter,  Efq.  Poll  Captain  in  his  Ma- 
jefty’s  Navy,”  is  a  work  from 
which  we  have  received  both  in¬ 
formation  and  entertainment,  not- 
withftanding  that,  the  fubjedts  on 
which  he  has  chiefly  employed  his 
pen,  have  filled  various  publica¬ 
tions,  which  have  already  fated  the 
eagernefs  of  curiofity..  This  Jour¬ 
nal  commences  with  the  firft  expe¬ 
dition  for  the  trail  fportation  of 
convidts  under  governor  Phillip  ; 
the  particulars  of  which,  and  of  the 
arrangements  for  fettlements  at  Port 
Jackfon  and  Norfolk  Ifland,  toge¬ 
ther  with  nilmerous  fa£ls  and  cir- 
cumftances  which  have  not  been 
related  by  other  writers,  it  details 
in  a  pleading  and  interefting  man¬ 
ner.  Mr.  Hunter,  likewife,  gives 
an  account  of  the  difeoveries  which 
have  been  made  in  New  South 
Wales,  and  in  the  Southern  Ocean, 
fince  the  publication  of  Phillip’s 
Voyage,  compiled  from  official 
papers;  which  includes  the  journals 
of  governors  Phillip  and  King,  and 
of  Lieut,  Ball,  and  the  voyages 
from  the  firft  failing  of  the  Sirius, 
in  1787,  to  the  return  of  that  fliipjs 
company  to  England,  in  1792?. 

This 
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This  work  is  illuflrated  bv  feven- 
teen  plates  and  charts,  which  are 
well  engraved. 

Captain  Tench’s  ' u  Complete 
Account  of  the  Settlement  at. Port 
Jackfon,  in  New  South  Wales,  in¬ 
cluding  an  accurate  Defcription  of 
the  Situation  of  the  Colony,  of  the 
Natives,  and  of  its  natural  Produc- 
tions,”  is  written  by  a  man  of  fenfe 
and  obfervation,  who  has  enlivened 
his  narrative  with  iriterefting  and 
amufing  anecdotes.  The  defcrip- 
tions,  however,  which  he  gives  of 
th6  country,  of  its  climate,  foil, 
and  productions,  and  his  reafon- 
ings  on  the  practicability  of  render*? 
ing  the  colonies  of  convidts  in  any 
degree  advantageous  to  this  coun¬ 
try,  are  much  more  gloomy  and 
defponding  than  thofe  of  former 
writers.  If  his  reprefentations  are 
not  exaggerated,  infuperable  diffi¬ 
culties  prevent  the  fulfilment  of 
the  fanguine  expectations  formed 
by  the  projectors  of  the  fettlements, 
-and  no  adequate  returns  can  by 
any  reafonable  perfon  be  expeCted, 
for  the  immenfe  expence  which  it 
has  colt  the  nation. 

In  our  Regifter  for  the  year  178^, 
we  announced  the  publication  of 
the  firft  volume  of  Belknap’s  44  Hif- 
tory  of  New-Hampfhire,”  which 
we  conceived  to  be  entitled  to  no¬ 
tice  among  the  productions  in 
Englifh  literature,  from  its  re-pub¬ 
lication  in  this  country.  After  a 
long  interval,  during  which  the 
author  ftruggled  with  numerous  em- 
barraffments,  which  more  than  once 
induced  him  to  defpair  of  being 
able  to  complete  his  work,  he  has 
met  with  encouragement  tfl^profe- 
cute  hisdefign,  and  to  prefent  the 
public  with  two  additional  volumes. 
In  the  fecond  volume  the  author 
tarries  on  the  hiftory  of  the  country, 
from  the  year  1715  to  the  year 
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1 790 ;  and,  together  with  fuch  pro¬ 
vincial  details  as  will  be  more  par-* 
ticularly  acceptable  to  the  inha¬ 
bitants,  fuppiies  his  readers  with 
fuch  information  as  will  be  found 
generally  interefling  and ,  enter¬ 
taining.  The  third  volume  in¬ 
cludes  the  geography,  topography, 
x  natural  hiftory,  antiquities,  and  po¬ 
litical  economy  of  New  Pfamp- 
fliire;  an  account  of  the  effeCts  of 
the  climate,  and  other  caufes,  on 
the  human  conftitution  ;  remarks 
on  population,  with  tables.of  births', 
deaths,  and  cafualties;  the  political 
character,  genius,  manners,  em¬ 
ployments,  and  diverfiona  of  th,e 
people;  the  conftitution,  laws,  re¬ 
venue,  and  militia ;  the  ftate  of  ^ 
education,  literature,  and  religion  ;  * 
with  a  variety  of  incidental  topics, 
and  hints  of  advice  on  important 
fubjeHs.  Upon  the  whole,  Mr. 
Belknap  has  afforded  evidence,  in 
thefe  volumes,  of  his  poffeftipg  a 
mind  accuftomed  to  obferve  and  - 
reflect,  indefatigable  in  acquiring 
valuable  information,  and  influ¬ 
enced  by  honourable  and  patri¬ 
otic  views.  The  refults  of  his  re- 
fearohes  are  calculated  to  extend 
the  boundaries  of  knowledge  ;  and 
his  hints  of  advice,  to  increafe  the 
frock  of  human  happinefs. 

During  the  prefent  year  hath 
appeared  the  ftxtb  volume  of  the 
44  Hiftory  of  Great  Britain,  from 
the  ftrft  Invafion  of  it  by  the  Ro¬ 
mans  under  Julius  Caefar,  written 
on  a  new  Plan,  by  Robert  Henry, 
D.  D.”  It  is  with  regret  that  we 
are  obliged  to  announce  the  prefent 
volume  as  a  pofthumous  publica¬ 
tion.  We  have  had  different  op¬ 
portunities,  fince  the  commence¬ 
ment  of  our  annual  labours,  to  ex¬ 
plain  the  method  which  Dr.  Henry 
has  adopted  in  writing  his  hiftory; 
its  peculiar  advantages  5  and  our 
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high  fenfe  of  the  importance  and  countrymen,  the  natives  of  Italv ; 
Value  of  his  labours.  The  well  and  to  fupply  them  with  a  view  "of 
written  account  of  his  life  which  the  Englilii  hiftory,  laws,  manners, 
is  prefixed  to  this  volume,  and  and  government,  drawn  from  the 
which  our  readers  will  find  among  belt  authorities.  The  prefent  vo- 
ourbiographical  anecdotes  and  cha-  urae  confifts  of  an  introduction 
rafters,  fuljy  exprefies  what  was  the  containing  a  geographico-political 
public  opinion  of  the  ability  with  defcriptionqftheBritifh empire,  an 
which  hp  condufted  his  plan,  and  epitome  of  the  hiftory  of  Britain  ■ 
of  the  eftimation  in  which  he  was  and  an  eftay  on  the  Britifh  confti- 
defervedly  held  as  a  faithful,  in-  tution.  The  ft  urces  of  his  infor- 
ftrudtive  hiftorian,  and  as  a  re-  ma.tion  under  the  head  of  o-eoura- 
fpefiable  and  amiable  private  cha-  phico-political  deftcription,  \re  the. 
rafter.  It  would  be  ftuperfiuous,  Writings  of  Camden,  Campbell,  and 
therefore,  to  enter  into  any  parti-  Adam  Smith.  His  hiftorv  he  takes 
culars  refpefting  the  prefent  vo-  Rom  Hume,  and  his  account  of  the 
lume,  excepting  what  are- men-  Britifh  laws  and  conftitution,  from 
iioned  in  the  advertifement  of  his  Blackftone  and  De  Lolme.  Such 
executors,  which  we  fliall  infert :  a  work  as  the  prefent  will  be  found 
premifing  only,  that  it  contains  the  ufeful  to  thole  among  our  own 
hiftory  from  the  acceftion  of  Henry  countrymen,  who  are  defirous  of 
VII.  to  the  death  of  Henry  VIII.  becoming  acquainted  with,  the  Jta- 
&nd  that  the  parts  which  are  ex-  lian  language, 
edited  by  Mr.  Laing,  do  honour  The  “  B  rief  Account  of  the  mo  1 
to  the  judgment,  induftry,  and  ac-  ral  and  political  Afls  of  the  Kings 
curacy  of  that  gentleman.  “  The  and  Queens  of  England,  from 
author  of  this  work,  who  died  in  William  the  ."Conqueror  to  the  Re, 

1 790,  left  feme  part  of  the  volume  volution  in  1688,  &c.”  is  bv  no 
which  is  now  offered  to  the  pub-  means  calculated  to  excite  our  vcr 
lie,  unfinifhed;  for  chapter  V.  on  neration  for  the  charafters  who. are 
arts,  and  chapter  VII.  on  manners,  dragged  by  the.  author  before  the 
&c.  he  had  only  fk etched  out  a  few  tribunal  of  the  public.  It  con- 
©f  the  authorities,  and  no  part  of  tains  a  fevers  ferutiny  into  the 
the  narrative  was  written  by  him :  principles  of  their  conduct,  deve- 
thofe  two  chapters  are  entirely  the  loped  by  the  authentic  and  impar- 
work  of  Malcolm  Laing,  efq.  who  tial  page  of  hiftory ;  defpoils  them 
has  finiflied  them  at  the  requeft  of  of  their  title  to  pofthumous  fame  ; 
Dr,  tienry’s  executors.  The  whole  and  holds  them  out  as  the  objects 
of  the  appendix  alfo  is  Mr.  Laing’s;  of  execration.  We  think,  how- 
bu£,the  reader  may  be  affiired  that  ever,  that  the  author  is  too  indif- 
:  every  other  part  of  the  volume  criminate  in  his  cenfures ;  and  that 
was  completed  by  Dr.  Henry  him-  the  demoqratical  prejudices,  by 
ftelf,  and  is  faithfully  publi filed  ffoni  which  he  a.ppears.  to  be  influenced, 
his  rpamifeript.”  **  have  prevented  him  from  doing 

Mr.  Saftre’s  “  Saggi  fulla  Gran  juftice  to  the  virtues  by  which  fome 
Bretagna,  &c.  Efiays  on  Great  Bri-  of  thofe  characters  were  diftinguifh- 
*  tain,  vol.  I.  &c.”  are  part  of  a  ed.  The  idea  of  this  work  appears 
work  which  is  chiefly  intended  for  to  have  been  fuggefted  by  the 
the  information  of  the  author’s  publication  entitled,  u  The  Crimes 
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of  the  Kings  of  France,”  which 
was  noticed  by  us  in  our  Regifter 
for  the  year  1791. 

Mr.  Bel  (ham’s  “  Memoirs  of  the 
Kings  of  Great  Britain  of  the  Houfe 
of  Brunfwic-Limenburg,  in  two 
Volumes,”  extend  only  to  the  death 
of  George  II.  They  contain  a 
judicious,  temperate,  and  phiiofo- 
phical  view  of  the  principal  poli¬ 
tical  events  which  took  place  dur¬ 
ing  the  period  which  the  author 
inveftigates ;  of  the  ft  niggles  be¬ 
tween  tire  different  parties  who  in 
their  turns  obtained  the  poffeffion 
of  power ;  and  of  the  principles 
by  which  -  they  were  actuated. 
Juftly  conceiving  hiftory  |o  be  phi- 
lofophy  teaching  by  example,  his 
objecft  is.  to  lliew,  what  influence 
thofe  political  events  have  had 
upon  the  happinefs  of  the  peo¬ 
ple  *v  how  far  the  conduct  and  the 
principles  of  the  leading  men  have 
-  had  any  fefpedt  to  that  great  end 
Of  all  juft' and  good  government; 
and  in  what  refpebts  the  fyftem  of 
things  eftablifhed  at  the  Revolu¬ 
tion,  is  yet  Capable  of  improve¬ 
ment, /0  as  to  produce  that  increafe 
of  happinefs  which  mankind  have 
reaibn  to  expeft -Under  a  govern¬ 
ment  whofe  bafis  is  freedom.  In 
developing  the  grounds  of  the  prin¬ 
cipal  circumftances  connected  with 
the  ftate  of  Europe  at  large,  in  il- 
luftrating  dorneftic  occurrences, 
and  efpecially  "While  appreciating 
the  merits  of  the  refpe&ive  cha¬ 
racters  who  have  diftinguifhed 
thernfelves  on  the  political  fcene, 
Mr.  Belfliam  appears  to  have  been 
guided  by  the  ftridteft  candour  arid 
impartiality,  and  by  liberal  and  en¬ 
lightened  views.  On  the  parlia¬ 
mentary  bufinefs  of  the  period  he 
beftows  particular  attention ;  and 
has  inferted  in  his  work  large  ex¬ 
tracts  from  the  fpeeches  delivered 
in  the  houfes  of  parliament,  on 
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great  confHfutronal  topics.  The 
fty.le  and  language  of  thefe  me¬ 
moirs  are  perfpicuous,  correct,  and 
fpinted. 

Sir  John  Sinclair  proceeds  with 
laudable  zeal  in  comple^ng  his 
u  Statift ical  Account  of  Scotland, 
drawn  up  from  the  Communica¬ 
tions  of  the  Minifters  of  the  differ¬ 
ent  Parilhes,”  as  fpeedily  as  the 
receipt  of  materials  will  permit  him. 
During  the  prefent  year  he  has 
publifhed  the  fifth*,  flxth,  and  fe- 
venth  volumes  of  that  interdfthig 
and  ufe fill  work,  -which,  together 
with  the  former  volumes,  contain 
accounts  of  406  parifhes.  As  the 
whole  number  of  jiarifhes  m  Scot¬ 
land  is  declared  by  fir  John  Siiir 
clair  to  be  about  950,  our  readers 
will  be  able,  from  the  number  of 
volumes  already  publifhed,  to  judge 
of  the  probable  extent  of  the  whole 
deflgn. 

The  “  Narrative  of  the  Cam¬ 
paign  in  India-,  which  terminated 
the  War  with  Tippoo  Sultan,  in 
1792,  by  Major  Diroin,  Deputy 
Adjutant-general  of  his  Majeftv’s 
Forces  in  India,”  Contains  an  in- 
terefting  and  curious  detail  of  the 
military  operations  in  lord  Corn¬ 
wallis’s  ’  laft  campaign  ;  which  is 
adapted  to  the  information  and  en¬ 
tertainment  of  general  readers  as 
well  as  of  profeflionai  ipen .  His  par¬ 
ticular  and  minute  account  of  the 
movements  in  the  field,  inftead  of 
being  tedious  and  languid,  or  .em- 
barraffed  by  the  perpetual  recur¬ 
rence  of  technical  phrafeology,  is 
enlivened  by  appofite  and  pleating 
remarks  on  the  country  and  its.  in¬ 
habitants,  and  is  drawn  up  in  a 
perfpicuous,  fimple,  and  elegant 
ftyle.  The  maps  and  plans,,  and 
the  view  of  Seringapatam  which 
accompany  the  narrative,  are  ex¬ 
ecuted  in  a  rnafterly  manner. 

The  “  Twelve  Views  of  Places 
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in  the  Kingdom  of  Myfore,  &c* 
to  which  are  annexed,  concife  De- 
fcriptions  of  the  Places  drawn, 
with  a  brief  Detail  of  Part  of  the 
Operations  of  the  Army  under  the 
Marquis  Cornwallis,  by  R.  H. 
Colebrook,  Lieutenant  in  the  Ser¬ 
vice  of  the  Honourable  Eafl  India 
Company,”  were  taken  by  him  on 
the  fpot,  while  he  attended  the  ar¬ 
my  in  the  capacity  of  fiirveyor. 
They  form  a  beautiful  and  fplen- 
did  work,  worthy  of  a  place  in  the 
cabinet  of  every  connoifieur.  Ac¬ 
cording  to  the  teflimony  of  good 
judges,  they  convey  a  firiking  and 
accurate  idea  of  a  country  highly 
picturefque  and  romantic ;  and 
Serve  to  explain  to  politicians,  bet¬ 
ter  than  any  narrative  can  do,  the 
immenfe  difficulties,  natural  and 
artificial,  with  which  our  armies 
had  to  flruggle  in  their  contell  with 
Tippoo.  The  defcriptions  which 
accompany  thefe  plates  are  partly 
hiflorical  and  partly  fcientific. 

The  “  Gazetteer  of  France,  con¬ 
taining  every  City,  Town,  and 
Village,  in  that  extenfive  Country; 
brewing  the  Diflances  of  the  Cities 
and  great  Towns  from  Paris,  &c. 
with  a  defcriptive  Account  of  every 
Country,  Boundaries,  Extent,  and 
natural  Produce,  &c.  illuflrated 
with  a  Map,  divided  into  Depart¬ 
ments,  in  3  Volumes,”  is  a  work, 
the  value  and  importance  of  which, 
at  this  particular  crifis,  will  be  ob¬ 
vious  from  that  part  of  the  title- 
page  which  we  have  inferted.  With 
refpedt  to  the  accuracy  of  the  in¬ 
formation  which  it  conveys,  and 
its  utility  to  travellers,  as  well  as  to 
tbofe  who  wifli  to  conlult  a  pro¬ 
per  book  of  reference  while  read¬ 
ing  of  the  interefling  events  which 
are  daily  taking  place  in  the  dif¬ 
ferent  parts  of  that  country,  it  is 
lufficieiit  to  obferve,  that  it  is 
icliielly  'taken  from  the  “  Didlion- 
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naire  Geographique  portatif  de  la 
France,”  a  work  of  kn^wn  and 
eflablifhed  reputation. 

Mr.  HoUvell’s  w  Mythological, 
Etymological,  and  Hiflorical  Dic¬ 
tionary,”  is  a  work  which  will  be 
acceptable  to  the  public,  as  it  con¬ 
tains  an  abridgment  of  Mr.  Bryant’s 
very  learned  and  ingenious  Ana¬ 
lysis  of  ancient  Mythology  ;  which, 
from  its  fcarcity  and  high  price, 
was  become  aim  off  inacceffible  to 
general  readers.  It  is  alfo  rendered 
more  extend vely  ufeful  than  the 
original  work,  by  being  given  in  a 
lexicographic  form,  and  b,y  a  co¬ 
pious  index  to  the  articles,  whether 
of  principal  or  fubordinate  import¬ 
ance.  We  ought  not,  however, 
to  omit  obferving,  that  Mr.  Hoi- 
well  has  chofen  to  retain  thofe.  ori¬ 
ental  etymologies  of  Mr.  Bryant, 
which  fome  of  the  ablefl  critics  in 
Afiatic  literature  have  pronounced 
to  be  erroneous  and  fanciful. 

The  “  Philofophical  and  Critical 
Hiftoryof  the  Fine  Arts,  Painting, 
Sculpture,  and  Archite£lure,  with 
occafional  Observations  on  the 
Progrefs  of  Engraving,  in  its  Several 
Branches,  deduced  from  theearliefl 
Records,  &c.  by  the  Rev,  Anthony 
Bromley,  B.  D.  Vol.T.”  confifls  of 
twro  parts.  In  the  firft  part,  which 
is  termed  philofophical  and  cri¬ 
tical,  and  is  divided  into  feven 
chapters,  the  author  difcufles  the 
following  topics :  the  origin  of 
painting  ;  its  advantages,  in  an  im¬ 
proved  Rate,  above  all  other  modes 
of  writing;  moral,  hiflorical,  and 
poetical  painting;  the  cultivation, 
of  the  fine  arts  a  Source  of  refined 
polifh  to  manners ;  and  the  patron¬ 
age  of  the  fine  arts  a  luflre  to 
greatnefs.  The  fecond  part,  which 
is  hiflorical,  is  divided  into  three 
books,  and  twelve  chapters,  and 
treats  of  the  progrefs  and  patron¬ 
age  of  the  fine  arts  in  the  ancient 

Q  2  world . 
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world.  On  the  moft  difrafftonate  felf  of  thofe  fources  of  iifformation 
pecufai  „of  this  work,  we  cannot  ,  which  lie  open  to  every  reader; 
pronounce  that  it  throws  any  illu-  and  that  if  the  o b fe r v aliens  v h i c  1 1 
mi  nation  on  the  fu  hi  eels  which 


the  author  has  undertaken  to  ex¬ 
amine,  or  that  it  will  add  much  to 
his  reputation  as ,  a  fcholar,  and 
a  man  of  tafte.  In  his  theories  he 
builds  too  much  upon  conjedlure, 
or  upon  opinions,  the  legitimacy  of 
which  will  be  conte (led  bv  almoft 

■s 

every  ai'tift,  and  every  dilettante; 
and  in  his.  hiftoycal  part  he  con¬ 
fides  too  implicitly  in  D’Ancar- 
ville,  and  the  Abbe  Winckelmann, 
and  in  other  authorities  of  inferior 
weight,  while  he  has  neglecled,  or 
paid-  very  flight  attention  to  the  belt 
lources  of  genuine  and  authentic 
informal ; on.  Amid  a  profiifion  of 
Words,,  likewife,  we  found  onr- 
felves  frequently  at  a  xo.fs  in  affix¬ 
ing  any  clear  and  determinate  ideas 
to  the  language  which  he  ufes ; 
and  were  perpetually  offended  with 
his  negiigencies  and  errors  with 
r.efpedt  to  grammar  and  con  ft  ruc¬ 
tion.  We  cannot,  therefore,  but 
think  Mr.  Bromley's  hiftory  to  be 
d efrcciv e  in  fome  of  the  elfentiai 
re q u idles  for  a  ftandard  work  on 
the  fubjefr  pf  the  fine  arts. 

The  u  Sketches  of  the  Origin, 
Progrefs,  and  EffeHs  of  M11  fie,  with 
an  Account  of  the.  Ancient  Bards 
and.  Minftrels,  illuftrated  with  va¬ 
rious  Hiftorica!  Facts,  interefting 
Anecdotes,  and  Poetical  Quota¬ 
tions,  by  the  Rev.  Pi  chard  Eaftcott, 
of  Exeter,”  have  afforded  us  much 
pleafure  and  entertainment.  -  The 
author  does  not  afTume  any  high 
pretenfions  as  an  amateur;  nof 
does  he  affeeft  to  throw  light  on  the 
hiftory  of  an  art,  which  he  ap¬ 
pears  to  have  cultivated  as  a  fa-' 
vcui.ite. amufement.  lie  acknow¬ 
ledges,  with  great  modefty,  in  his 
preface,  that  he  has  availed  him  - 


he  collected  “  fhotud  lead  the  way 
to  farther  enquiries,  if  they- fhojild 
induce  the  juvenile  reader  to  periife 
works  of  real  charafrer  and  known 
refpedfability,  his  end  w  ll  be  fully 
anfwered.”  It  is  but  jufiice  to  ac¬ 
knowledge,  that  Mr.  Eailcot.t  ap¬ 
pears  to  be  well  acquainted  wqth 
the  beft  writers  who  have  treated 
on  the  fubjedt  which  he  wi flies  to 
recommend  and  illuftrate  ;  that  he 
has  judicioufly  fdedled  fuch  of 
their  refnarks,  oblervations,  and 
anecdotes,  as  were  proper  to  be 
introduced  into  his  plan  ;  and  that 
he  pleads  the  caufe  of  his  favourite 
art,  as  a  polite  and  ufefal.  accom- 
plifliment,  with  a  laudable  ardour 
and  fenfibility.  Theicientific  reader 
will  receive  amufement  from  thefe 
(ketches ;  and  they  may  properly 
be  recommended  as  a  fource  of  in- 
ftrycljon,  as  well  as  pleafure,  to 
thofe  young  per  fans  who  (pend  21 
confiderable  part  of  their  time,  in 
endeavouring  to  excel  in  mufic. 

The  “  Short  Hiftory  pf, the  Per- 
fecutions  of  Chriftia.ns,  by  Jews, 
Heathens,  and  CfirHlians,.  &c,  by' 
A.  Rohinfon,”  contains  a  brief 
but  well  written  epitome  of  that 
part  of  ecciefialtical  hiftory  which 
falls  within  the  author’s  plan  ;  in-  \ 
terfperfed  with  judicious  and  fpi- 
rited4remarks  on  the  evils  of  into¬ 
lerance,  e Specially  when  praefti fed 
by  thofe  who  are  the  Kir  ft,  to  claim 
f o  r  t  h  e  m  fe  1  v  e  s  1  i  b  e  r  t  ■ v  o  f  c  0 11  f fc  i  e  n  c  e * 

j  * 

To  this  hiftory  the  author  has  add¬ 
ed  an  account  of  the  prefent  ftate 
of. religion  in  the  United  States  of 
America,  which  appears  to  have 
been  drawn  up  from  authentic  do¬ 
cuments  ;  and  obfervations  on  civil 
eftabiifliments  in  religion,  in  which,, 
with  much  ingenuity  and  argu- 
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ment,  he  controverts  the  reafonings 
of  archdeacon  Faley  on  that  fubject. 

Mr.  Graham’s'  u  Preview  of  Ec- 
clefiaftical  Eftabliflirnents  in  Eu¬ 
rope,  containing  their  Hiftory,  with 
a  candid  Examination  of  their  Ad¬ 
vantages  and  Difadvantages,  Ac.” 
as  far  as  it  belongs  to  this  depart¬ 
ment  of  our  work,  contains  a  de¬ 
tail  of  facts,  and  a  chain  of  deduc¬ 
tions  from- them,  which  merit  the 
httentibii  of  the  (indent  in  ecclefi- 
afticai  hiftory.  But  the  greater  part 
of  his  Work  is  intended  to  define 
the  proper  extent  of  civil  legisla¬ 
tion  with  refpedt  to  ecclefiaftical 
objects  ;  and  to  point  out  the  good 
policy,  and  moral  neceftity  of  abo- 
ItUiihg  all  exc hi  five  ecclefiaftical 
eftabii fitments.  On  thefe  Fubjedts 
Mr.  Graham  r  da  foils  with  freedom 
and  fpirit,  without  being  preju¬ 
diced  in  favour  of  the  claims  of 
any  religious  feci,  lie  is  not,  how¬ 
ever,  fo  great  a  latitudinarian  as  to 
exclude  all  interference  of  the  ci¬ 


vil  magiftratc  in  matters  of  religion . 
He  contends  oniv  a gain ft  mono- 

*  o 

polies,  and  endeavours  to  prove, 
tliat  44  all  mini iiers  have  a  right  to 

r  m  O 

a  Competent  provifion ;  a  right 
founded  in  the  law  of  nature,  and 
recognized  by  the  authority  of  the 
chriltian  law-  paver  hin.felf.”  And 

O 

that  44  government,  founded  in  the 
law  of  nature,  and  bound  to  exe¬ 
cute  its  fovereign  didiaie,  by  ap¬ 
plying  it  to  particular  cafes,  is  un¬ 
der  the  frridteft  obligation  to  make 


'their  maintenance  legal,  by  recog- 
hiring  their  natural  right  to  it,  in 
the  laws  of  their  country.5' 


Among  fiuch  publications  of  the 
■wear  as  belong  to  the  department 
At  biography,  we  meet  with  4*  A 
Critical  Enquiry  into  the  Life  ol 
’Alexander  the  Great,  by  the  an¬ 
cient  Hiftorians  ;  from  the  French 
of  the  Baron  de-  St.  Croix ;  with 

.  A  /  ->.  • : 


Notes  and  Obfervations  by  Sir  RE 
chard  Cl  ay  toll,  Bart.”  This  work 
was  originally  inhered  into  the 
world  at  the  French  Academy  des 
Infcriptionset  Belles  Lettres,  in  the 
year'  1772,  where  it  receiyed  the 
unqualified  approbation  of  the 
members.  Spine  years  afterward, 
the  author  repu  blilhed  it  with  addi 
tions  and  improvements.  As,  how¬ 
ever,  the  copies  of  it  are  at  prefent 
very  fcarce  upon  the  continent, 
and  to  be  found  only  in  the  hands 
of  a  few  p  efforts  of  tafte  and  eru¬ 
dition  in  Great  Britain,  our  tranf- 
lator  thought  he  fliouid  do  an  ac¬ 
ceptable  fervice  to  the  caufe  of  li¬ 
terature,  by  giving  it  to  the  public 
in  an  Engiifh  drefs,  with  additional 
illuftmtions  derived  from  his  im¬ 


mediate  acquaintance  with  the  an¬ 
cient  hifiorians.  The  object  of 
the  baron  de  St,  Croix  was,  fo 
ft  rip  the'  hiftory  of  Alexander  of 
thole  fabulous  relations  and  in- 
confiftencies  which  will  not  beam 
critical  examination,  and  to  render 
it  conformable' to  truth  and  reafon- 
In  performing  this  talk  he  has  ex¬ 
amined  the  Bounces  whence  the  fe- 
veral  liifto  i  ns  of  the  'Macedonian 


hero  have  drawn  their  information ; 
endeavoured  to  exhibit  a  regular 

a  —  a  '  V- 

and  connected  leries  or  Ill's  military 
exploit's;  treated  of  thofe  actions 
which  particularly  delineate  ids 
character,  and  afford  ground  for  ap¬ 
preciating  his  merits  ;  and  added 
to  the  whole  a  variety  of  geogra¬ 
phical  difeuffions,  on  points  lug- 
pelted  by  the  different  accounts 

o  • 

which  are  given  of  his  expeditions. 
The  refill t1  of  his  enquiries  bears 
honourable  teftimonv  to  his  accu¬ 


racy  of  refeaixh,  patience  of  invef- 
tigatidn,  and  liberal  phiiofophic 
fpirit;  and  tends  greatly  to  iliiif- 
trate  a  portion  of  hiftory,  which 
has  been  rendered  con fu fed  and 


improbable,  by  contradictory  nar- 
Q  3  radon? 
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rations,  exaggerated  faCts,  and  ,  fu- 
perRitioiis  fibrous.  Sir  Richard 
Clayton  is  entitled  to  the  thanks  of 
the  learned  world,  for,  the  correct 
And  elegant  verfroii  which  he,  has 
given  of  the  baron’s,  work;  and 
for  the  many  judicious. ^.improve¬ 
ments  which  he  has  introduced ; 
efpGcialiy  in  the  care  which  he  has 
taken  in  citing  the.  authorities  from 
the  original  authors,  who  are  un¬ 
doubtedly  the  bell  comments  on 
.  •/ 

themfelves. 

The  next  article  which  we  have 
to  introduce  to  our  readers,  is  the 
fifth  volume  of  the  fecond  edition 
of  die  l4<  Biographia  Britannica,  with 
Corrections,  Enl  vrgements,  and  the 
Addition  of  New  Lives.”  In  our 
ao  mint  of  the  fourth  volume  of 
this  work,  we  mentioned  the  regret 
which1  we  felt  at  the  intimation 
given  by  Drf  Kippis,  in  the  preface, 

•  fhk  he  meant  to  decline  the  very 
aClive  part  which  he  had  taken  in 
the  improved  edition  of.  this  valu¬ 
able  collection  ;  and  expreffed  our 
hope  that  it  would  Rill  enjoy  the 
advantage  of  his  lupcrintendance, 
and  of  his  well  known  talents  as  a 
biographer.  We  have  now  to  Con¬ 
gratulate  the  .public  that,  whatever 
or  cum  Ranees  might  have  occafi- 
oned  that  intimation,  the  prefent 
volume  his  had,  at  leaft,  an  equal 
fhare  of  his  attention  with  any  of 
the  DrecediVig  ;  and  is  diRinguifhed 
bv  ^quai  m  -rks  of  alliduity,  judg¬ 
ment.  candour,  critical  (kill,  and 
v  j rim  is  reading.  When  we  con¬ 
fide!  the  magnitude  of  the  under- 
tak'ng.  and  •  the  continual  accef- 
fion  which  is  daily  Worded  to  the 
trea flirts  of  biography,  we  do  not 
C<  of! del*  an  apology  t  be  neceflary 
for  the  appearance  of  any  of  thefe 
v  mes  at  a  later  period  than  may 
ore  v  ith  our  wifhes ;  and  are 
:ip.,m'antlv  comnenfited  by  the 
ions  proofs,  that  the  interrupt 
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tions  occafioned  by  temporary  cir- 
cumftances,.  have  contributed  to 
render  them  more  inftru&ive  and 
valuable.,  The  prefent  volume  con¬ 
tains  fifty  new  lives,  and  additions, 
fome  of  them  very  large,  to  almofl 
forty  other  articles.  u  In  fo  com¬ 
plicated  a  work,  there  will  un¬ 
doubtedly  occur  various  errors  and 
defects ;  and  diverfities  of  judg¬ 
ment  will  be  formed  concerning 
different  cbjeCfs,  But  if,  oh  the 
whole,,  it  fliall  appear  that  there  is 
not  any  diminution  of  diligence  .or 
cWydour  in  the  prefent  volume, 
and  that  it  contains  no  fmall  Bore 
of  hiftorical,  biographical,  mifcel- 
laneous,  and  literary,  information, 
the  editor  has  no  doubt  of  receiving 
that  approbation  with  which  the 
labours  of  himfelf  and  his  coad¬ 
jutors  have  hitherto  been  indulged.” 
Buch  is  the  modeft  conclufion  of 
the  editor’s  preface  and  from  the 
fentenee  of  the  judicious,  liberal, 
and  candid,  he  is  in  no  danger  of 
meeting  with  difappointment. 

The  «  Vindication  of  the  Cha¬ 
racter  and  ConduCt  of  Sir  William 
Waller,  Knight,  Commander  in 
Chief  of  the  Farli  ament’s  Forces  in 
the  Weft,  &c,  written  by  Himfelf, 
and  now  firit  publifhed  from  the 
Original  Manujfcript,  & c,”  appears 
to  be  an  authentic  production,  and 
will  fupply  the  curious  reader  with 
numerous  interefting  anecdotes  and 
circumftances  relating  to  the  times 
when  the  author  lived,  and  to  his 
contemporaries  on  the  political 
Rage.  His  principal  objeCt,  how¬ 
ever,  is  to  explain  his  conduCt  in 
taking  up  arms  againR  king  Charles 
the  FirR ;  and  to  vindicate  himfelf 
from  the  charge  of  having  after¬ 
wards  abandoned  his  principles, 
and  aCted  as  an  enemy  to  the  army, 
the  parliament,  and  the  kingdom. 
How  far  he  has  fucceeded  in  his 
Refign,  apcl  hi§  Ratenient  of  faCts  is 
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to  be  pronounced  fair  and  impar¬ 
tial,  his  readers  will  decide  tin  a 
comparative  vjew  of  his  narrative 
with  thbfe  of  other  hiftorians'.  The 
editor  is  of  opinion,  that  many 
things  in  this  work,  and  in  parti¬ 
cular  the  reflections  which  occur  in 
every  part  of  it,  are  applicable  to 
the  Circumftances  of  the  prefent 
period.  Whether  he  is  well  found¬ 
ed  in  that  opinion,  will  be  deter¬ 
mined  differently  by  different  per- 
fons,  according  to  the  political  fyf- 
tem  w iiich  they  have  embraced. 
We,  cannot,  however,  acquit  the 
author  of  betraying  the  marks  of 
a  violent  party  fpirit,  and  the  effer- 
vefcence  of  religious  bigotry.  The 
ftyle  and  language  of  this  work  are 
thofe  of  the  period  when  it  was 
written  ;  qualm  and  pedantic,  and 
abounding  in  lcriptural  quotations 
and  allufions.. 

Tlie  44  Authentic  Memorials  of  re¬ 
markable  Occurrences,  and  affe£t- 
ing  Calamities  in  the  Family  of  Sir 
George  Sondes,  Bart,  in  two  Parts, 
&c.”  were  originally  publifhed 
about  the  middle  of  the  laft  cen¬ 
tury,  and  are  now  become  exceed¬ 
ingly  fcarce.  They  .were  partly 
drawn  up  by  fir  George  Sondes, 
and  partly  bv  a  friend,  and  con¬ 
tain  a  lingular  and  pathetic  account 
of  domeftic  calamities,  and  of  the 
perfonal  oppreffions  which  the  ba¬ 
ronet  Buffered  from  the  republican 
government ;  together  with  a  yin- 
dication  of  himlelf  from  various 
charges,  of  a  public  and  private 
nature,  which  were  alleged  againft 
him  by  the  executive  power,  and 
the  puritanical  clergy.  Indepen¬ 
dently  of  their  being  interefting, 
from  the  peculiarity ,of  the  circum- 
ffances  which  .they  relate,  they  may 
be  recommended  as  a  curious  record 
of  the  manners  of  the  age. 

The  44  Memoirs  of  Gregorio 
iPau'zaxn,  giving  an  Account  .of  his 


Agency  in  England,  in  the  Years 
1634,  *635,  and  1636,  traniluted 
from  the  Italian  Original,  &c.  by 
the  Rev.  Jofeph  Berington,”  con^ 
tain  a  curious  colled! son  of  fadts, 
now  firft  publi filed,  which  will  be 
found  highly  interefting  to  the  ec- 
clehaftical  hiftorian.  Gregorio  Pan- 
zani  44  was  an  Italian  clergyman, 
fent  into  England  by  his  holinefs 
Urban  VI1L  in  the  year  1634, 
the  ninth  of  Charles  I.  To  com- 
pofe  certain  differences  that  had 
long  divided  the  catholics,  parti¬ 
cularly  thofe  of  the  clerical  order, 
was  the  main  object  of  his  million  ; 
in  the  prolecution'  of  which,  how¬ 
ever,  much  incidental  matter  inter¬ 
vened,  in  which  the  court,  dome  of 
the  minifters,  and  others,  were  per- 
fonallv  engaged.”  Some  of  th's  in,- 
cidental  matter  relates  to  the  fub- 
jetifs  of  reuniting  the  proteftant-and 
catholic  churches,  and  the  appoint¬ 
ment  of  a  catholic  bifhop  in  Eng¬ 
land  ;  which,  according  to  the  me¬ 
moirs  before  us,  were  the  oc cations 
of  repeated  conferences  between 
our  miftionarv,  and  fecretary  Win- 
debank.  We  fee  no  realon  to 
doubt  the  authenticity  of  the  papers 
which  Mr.  Berington  ha*  tranfla- 
ted,  which  ierve  to  .throw  light  on 
tratifaeft ions  which  have  been  very 
imperfectly  underftood  and  iliui- 
trated  by  Englifh  hiftorians  :  and 
we 'cannot  fpeak  too  highly  of  his 
candour  and  impartiality  in  laying 
them  before  the  public.  For  the 
prejudices  which  the  bigotted  pa- 
plffs  may  excite  agaiiifts^iim,  on 
account  of  his  expoling'  the  in¬ 
trigues  of  the  court  of  Rome,  he 
will  tie  amply  compenfated  by  the 
approbation  of  the  1  ber<ft  and  more 
enlightened,  in  his  own  commu¬ 
nion;  while  he  v/ili  receive  the 
warm  acknowledgments  of  thofe 
readers,  of  every  communion,  who, 
in  the  purfuit  of  truth  and  iiffor- 
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lity  of  the  colleger,  than  to  any 
diftingui filing  qualities  which  are 


mation,  can  rife  fuperior  to  the 
debating-  influence  of  a  narrow 
party  fpirit.  What  we  have  faid 
we  mean  particularly  to  apply  to 
the  editor's  remarks  and  fentiments 
delivered  in  his  introduction  and 
fupplement,  which  compole  the 
greateft  part  of  the  volume  before 
|is,  and  exhibit  a  concife  and 
well  written  account  of  the  fiate 
of  the  Englifh  catholic  church,  and 
the  'conduct  of  the  parties,  before 
and  after  the  million  of  Panzani,  to 
the  prefent  times. 

Mr.  George  Cumberland’s  “  A- 

o 

necdotes  oi  the  Life  of  Julio  Bo- 
iiafoni,  a  Bolognefe  Art  ill,  who 
followed  the  Style  of  the  bell 
Schools  in  the  fixt<  enth  Century, 
&c.”  are  intended  to  refeue  from 
oblivion  the  mer.tsof  a  profeliional 
man,  who  does  not  feem  to  have 
had  juftice  done  to  'him,  by  thofe 
who  have  given  an  account  of  the 
engra-  ers  in  the  period  in  which  he 
flourifhed.  The  particulars  re¬ 
lated  by  our  author,  and  the  cata¬ 
logue  which  he  has  given  of  Bona- 
foni’s  engravings,  with  his  remarks 
on  the  general  character  of  his  per¬ 
formances,  will  be  chiefly  valuable 
to  ar tiffs  and  connoifleurs.  To 
thefc  anecdotes  is  prefixed  a  plan 
for  the  improvement  of  the  arts  in 
England  ;  in  which  the  author  dis¬ 
covers  a  laudable  concern  to  main¬ 
tain  that  pre-eminence  in  the' arts 
to  which  his  country  has  ari fen, 
and  to  give  it  a  nobler  diftinCtion, 
by  en cou rag  ng  a  greater  attention 
to  the  ,  udy  of  the  antique. 

Mr.  Bofwell’s  “  Additions  to  the 
firft  Edition  of  his  Life  of  Dr. 
Johnfon,”  contain  the  gleanings 
-of  an  abundant  harve%  the  greater 
part  of  which  might  have  been 
thrown  away,  without  any  injury 
to  tire  reputation  of  Dr.  Johnfon, 
or  his  biographer.  They  exhibit 
fronger  tefti  monies  to  the  illibera- 


honourable  to  the  memory  of  his 
hero.  -  ■ 

The  “  Teflimonies  to  the  Genius 
and  Memory  of  Sir  Jofhua  Rey¬ 
nolds,  by  the  Author  of  ImperfeCfc 
Hints  towards  a  new  Edition  of 
Shakfpeare,”  although  they' do  not 
form  a  regular  biographical  pro¬ 
duction,  contain  a  variety  of  inter- 
eoing  materials  which  will  be  va¬ 
luable  to  the  eulogift  of  that  cer 
,  lebrated  .artift.  Among  our  bio¬ 
graphical  anecdotes  and  characters 
we  have  attempted  to  give  a  con¬ 
nected  fketch  of  the  life  of  Sir  Jo 
fiiua,  extracted  from  that  performs 
ance  :  •  uv 

u  The  Literary  Life  of  the  late 
Thomas  Pennant,  Efq.  by  Hirnfelf,” 
is  a  publication  which  will  afford 
entertainment  and  pieafure  to  thofe 
who  are  acquainted  with  the  va¬ 
rious  writings  of  that  gentleman, 
which  have  greatly  contributed  to 
the  extenfion  of  natural  and  topo¬ 
graphical  knowledge.  But  why  he 
fhould  whim  fit  ally-  deferibe  him- 
felf  in  his  title-page  as  the  lafe 
Thomas  Pennant,  efq.  and  inform 
his  readers,  that  his  authorial  ex- 
iftence  terminated  on  the  ift  of 
March,  1 79 1,  we  have  not  been  able 
to  difeover.  It  is  not  improbable, 
however,  but  we  filafi  I0011  hear 
that  our  old  literary  acquaintance 
has  formally  announced  his  refuf- 
citation.  For  he  informs  us,  that 
he  has  a  grand  and  voluminous 
work  {fill  in  referve,  under  the 
title  of  “  Outlines  of  the  Globe,” 
a  part  of  which  may  pofiibiy  Be 
fnbmitted  by  himfelf  to  the  public 
eye.  The  work  now  before  us  is 
written  in  a  limple  and  lively  nar¬ 
rative  firyle ;  and  befide  an  account 
of  the  circumfiaoces  which  fail 
ffimulated  the  author  to  the  ft-udy 
oRnatural  hiftory,  of  the  courfe  of 
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ini-5,  Ru i afeQ rife  and 
of:  his  r  efoe&ft#.- : *ou rs.  contains 

x  TkX  '  ' 

an  e  cdc  teg$  r <Y  eri  e  ft  i  ja  p  d  m  ifoeUa  me  - 
-pus  matter,  which  we  have-not 
read  without  arnokmentc  -  S-'V 
The  “'Works  of  the  late  Dr, 
Benjaobn  Franklin, Arc.  in, 2  V 'pis,-' 
are  introduced  -bv  us, in  this  place, 
ras  tine  hr  it  cohfilta  of  the  life  of  that 
eminent  character,  w.iuea  paitly 
By  himhdf,  and  continued-  by;-the 
i  nge.ni  us  Dr. ,  Stu  ber  of  P hi  lade  i  - 
phu.  What  was  written  by  Dr. 
ITan’Tin,  is  a  trarhlatio  from  a 
Fhehpa  verb 4m  of  memoirs  of  the 
early  r  part  of  his  life,,  which  had 
been  font  by  him  to  M.  de  Roche- 
fpueault,  at  Paris;  which,  not¬ 
withstanding  the  circuitous  mode 
in  which  it  js  introduced  to  the 
Acquaintance  of  the  Engiilh  reader, 
appears  to  us  to  exhibit  a  happy 
conception,44  oi  the  probable  man¬ 
ners  in  which  Dr.  Franklin  expref- 
fed  his  ideas  in  the  Engiilh  manu- 
feript.”  As  a  biographical  corn- 
pofition  we  found  it  uncommonly 
fafe mating.  In  an  eafy,  pleaianf, 
and  intereliing  manner,  fuch  as 
very  few  writers  have  been  able 
to  acquire,  it  relates  the  aircum- 
iianees  of  his  life  hill  the  year 
1751,  when,  by  the  vigour  of  his 
genius,  the  mo  ft  patient  indiiflry, 
and  tee  mod  rig :d  economy,  he 
had  laid  the  foundation  of  his  fu¬ 
ture  re fpedf ability  and  importance 
in  life.  Dr.  Stuper’s  continuation 
contains, a  pretty  full;  account  of 
.the  fervices  which  he  rendered  to 
Philadelphia,  and  a  concile general 
view  of  his  political  conduct.  The 
fecond  volume  con  fills  of  felebtions 
from  Dr.  Franklin's  mifcelianeous 
eifays,  on  cnri ous  and ‘‘  ufefn  1  fu b - 
je£h,  which  are  equally  entertain¬ 
ing  and  mffructive,  and  are  recom¬ 
mended  by  the  peculiar  charms 
which  diffinguiih  the  author’s  pro¬ 
ductions, 
mi 
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44  The  Private  Life  of  the  late 
Renkimiii:  Frank! in,  L.  L.  D*  &e,  ,* 
to  which  are  added,;  feme  Account 
of  Ids  Public;  Life,  a  Variety  of 
Anecdotes  concerning  him,  'bv  M* 
Mi  Briffot,  -Condorcet,  Rocbefou- 
cault,  he  R-oy,  &cA  is,  in  part,  an¬ 
other  tranilation  from  the  -  fame 
French  verfion,  but  executed  in  a 
very  inferior  manner.  Of  the  com 

-  '*  *  -  -  -  X.  W  -  *  1  u  '  ..  j  -  -  —  -* r 

tin  nation,  1  t-ke  w  ife,  and  the  -fel  ectioa 
of  the  other  papers  which  compote 
the  remaining  part  of  the  volume, 
we  cannot  fpeak  in  terms  of  praife. 

'Fire  4 4  Lives  of  the  Authors  of 
the  Spv.-ct  tor,  prefixed  to  a  -new 
Edition,  dry  Robert  Bidet,  A.  MY 
coafift  of  interfiling  and  well  writ 
ten  biographical  accounts  of  Ad- 
difon,  b recle,  par neli?  eIughes).Bud- 
gell,  .Eulden,  TAkeii,  and  Pope. 
They  The w  the  author  not  to  be 
deficient  in  his  acquaintance  with 
human  nature;  while. tn-ey  afford 
unequivocal  proofs  of  his  literary 
abilities,  and  critical  acumen.  To 
general  readers  they  offer  a  defin¬ 
able  compendium  of  the  iiifcory  of 
,the  authors  of  that  defervediv  po¬ 
pular  v/ork  ;  and  by  tire  fliort  view 
which  they  include  of  the  ftate  of 
manners,  literature,  and  tafte,  at  the 
period  when  they  flourifhed,  enable 
them  to  account  for  many  fend-. 
ments,  obfervations,  deicriptions, 
and  reafoniug?,  which  would  other- 
wife  appear  unaccountable. 

The  44  Narrative  of  the  Suffer¬ 
ings  of  James  B.iltow,  belonging 
to  the  Bengal  Artillery,  during  ten 
Years  Captivity  with  Ryder  Ally, 
and  Tippoo  Saheb,”  contain  many 
intereliing  particulars  of  the  hard- 
11)  i  I  vs  and  cruelties  fuftained  by 
thole  Europeans  who  were  fo  un¬ 
fortunate  as  to  be  carried  pr Toners 
into  the.Myforeanterritoiues ;  of  the 
lingular  adventures  of  Mr.  Briffow, 
in  effecting  his  efcape;  and  of  the 
cuffoni  and  manners  of  the  people 

among 
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among  whom  be  refided  for  fo  long  other  members  of  that  learned 
a  period.  This  narrative  is  faid  to  body. «  J  •  '•  (  >r  -i  -1 

have  been  compiled  by  an  andny-  The  next  work  which  offers  it- 
mous author,  from  fcaTtered  notes  in  felf  to  us -in  this  department,  is  en- 
the  poffeiTion  of  Mr.  Brifto  iv’s  fami-  titled,  a  Indian  Antiquities  ;  or, 
Iy ;  and  it  agreed,  in  many  points,  Differtations  relative  to  the  Ancient 
with  other  accounts  which  have  Geographical  Divifions,  the  pure 
been  laid  before  the  public.  Svftem  of  primeval  Theology,  the 

In  our  regifter  for  the  year  1788,  grand  Code  of  Civil  Laws,  &c.  the 
we  introduced  to  our  readers  three  whole  introductory  to,  and  illuftra- 
volumes  of  “  the  Life  of  Baron  tive  of,  the  Hihory  of  Hindoftan ; 
Frederic  Trenck,  tranflated  from  by  the  Rev.  Thomas  Mail  rice ; 
the  German.”  During  the  prefent  Vol.  I.  Farts  1  and  2.”  This  cu- 
year  a  fourtli  volume  of  that  fin-  rious  and  interefting  work  is  an¬ 
gular  and  interefting  work  has  made  tended  to  correct  the  errors.,  and  to 
its  appearance,  in  which  the  author  iliuftrate  the  obfcurities-of  ancient 
recites  the  continuation  of  his  ad-  and  modern  authors,  who  have  un¬ 
ventures,  and  a  variety  of  anec-  dertaken  to  treat  of  the  hiftorv  of 
dotes,  fome  of  which  are  curious  India,  and  to  “  prefent  to  the  reader 
and  entertaining,  and  others  ealcu-  a  comprehenfive  view  of  the  won- 
lated  to  excite  the  extreme  of  dif-  derful  tranfaftions  performed  du- 
gmft  and  horror,  at  the  unmanly  ring  the  period  of  four  thoufand 
and  malignant  Cruelties  perpetrated  years  on  that  grand  theatre.”  In  a 
by  civil  and  eccleftaftical  tyrants,  preface  of  conliderable  extent,  Mr. 
The  account,  in  particular,  which  Maurice  informs  us  of  his  views  in 
he  has  given  of  the  difpofitiom  and  conducting  this  work,  the  fources 
conduct  of  the  late  emperor  Jofeph,  whence  he  derives  his  information, 
holds  out  the  memory  of  that  mo-  the  obftacles  which  for  fome  time 
narch  to  the  execration  of  pofterity.  retarded  its  appearance;  and  gives 

fufticient  evidence  that  he  pollelfes 
Under  the  head  of  antiquities  we  abilities  and  zeal,  which  eminently 
meet  with  “Differtations  and  Mifcel-  qualify  him  for  profecuting  Rich 
laneous  Pieces  relating  to  the  Hif-  a  laborious  undertaking.  Thispre- 
tbry  and  ’Antiquities,  the  Arts.  Sci-  face  is  followed  by  a  lift  of  the  books 
ences,  and  Literature  of  Alia,  in  two  made  ufe  of  by  him,  many  of  which 
■Volumes;”  This  publication  con-  are  very  valuable  and  fcarce  ;  and 
fills  offeleCt  elfays  from  the  “  Aft-  by  addenda,  explaining  the  maps 
atic  Refearches,”  of  which  we  have,  and  engravings  which  decorate  the 
in  preceding  volumes,  as  well  as  work.  The  remainder  of  the  vo- 
ithe  prefent,  given  ample  fpeci-  lume  confifts  of  two  diftertations, 
•mens  to  our  readers,  and  on  which  one  on  the  geographical  diviftohs, 
-we  have  bellowed  our  warm  com-  the  other  on  the1  theology  of  Hin- 
mendation.  The  firft  volume  con¬ 
tains  Rich  diftertations  as  have  pro¬ 
ceeded  from  the  mafterlv  pen  of 
ftr  William  Jones,  The  proficient 
of  the  AftaticTocietyft  the  fecoud 
Includes7  the  valuable  cornmunica- 
t it) its  7 of  iir  William  Chambers, 

Mr. 


HaftingSj  Mr.  Wilkins,  and 


doftan.  The  d lifer tation  mi  the 
geographical  divifions  of  Htndof- 
tan  is  divided  into  three  chapters, 
in  which  Mr.  Maurice  conliders 
the  ancient  geography  of  India,  ac¬ 
cording  to  the  Greek  arid  Roman  wri¬ 
ters  ;  difplays,  from  authentic  wri¬ 
ters,  the  aftoniftiiiig  extent,  and  un- 
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equalled  magnificence  of  the  fuccef- 
five  capitals  of  India,  under  the 
Hindoo,  Perfian,  and  Tartar  prin¬ 
ces  ;  and  exhibits  the  fentiments, 
on  thefe  fu  Ejects,  of  the  Perfian, 
Arabian,  and  Indian  geographers, 
as  collected  from  fir  W  illiam  Jones’s 
elegant  treatife  prefixed  to  his  de¬ 
fer  q.t  ion  of  Afia,  and  from  the 
Ayeen  Akbery.  M.  D’Anville,  and 
major  Rennell  are  the  guides  whom 
he  follows  throughout  the  whole  of 

O 

this  furvey.  In  this  part  of  his 
work  our  author  difeovers  great  di¬ 
ligence  and  patience  of  inveftiga- 
fion ;  and  enlivens  his  detail  with 
interefting  hiftoricai  fadts,  and  pic- 
turefque  defcnption.  The  fecond 
d'iflertation,  of  which  the  volume 
before  us  contains  only  the  firft  chap¬ 
ter,  comprizes  an  immenfe  variety 
of  objects;  profound  and  ingenious 
inveftigations,  curious deferiptions, 
parallels  of  the  myiteries  of  India, 
Scythia,  Perfia,  and  Egypt,  and  nu¬ 
merous  incidental  or.  collateral  to¬ 
pics,  from  which  the  reader  may 
promife  himfelf  much  pleafure  and 
information.  However  we  may 
differ  from  Mr.  Maurice  on  fome 
points,  we  think  that  his  labours 
will  confer  diftinguifhed  honour  on 
himfelf,  and  tend  greatly  to  eluci¬ 
date  the  hiftory  of  the  eaflern  world : 
and  we  fliall  be  happy  to  renew 
our  acquaintance  with  him,  in  the 
profecution  of  his  valuable  work. 

Mr.  Chevalier’s  “  Defcription  of 
the  Plain  of  Troy,  with  a  Map  of 
that  Region,  delineated  from  an  ac¬ 
tual, Survey,  read  in  French  before 
the  Pvoyal  Society  of  Edinburgh  in 
S7.gr,  and  mandated  from  the  Ori¬ 
ginal  by  Andrew  Dalzel,  M,  A. 
F.  R.  S.  E.  &c.”  is  an  elaborate 
anci ,  ingenious  difquifition  on  the 
fituation  of  the  different  feenes  im¬ 
mortalized  in  the  Iliad ;  and  will 
prove  a  much  more  fatisfadtory 
companion  to  Mr,  Pope’s  ceie- 
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brated  Effay  on  HomeTs  Battles, 
than  the  map  by  which  his  text  was 
originally  iiluftrated.  It  contains, 
likewife,,  an  interefting  account  of 
the  conical  mounds,  or  barrows, 
in  that  plain,  which  Mr.  Chevalier 
maintains  to  be  the  identical  tombs 
raifed  over  the  allies  of  the  heroes 
of  the  Trojan  war.  Profeftorbal- 
zel  has  accompanied  his  verfion 
with  notes  and  iiluflrations,  in  which 
his  learning  and  geographical  know¬ 
ledge  are  equally  confpicuous.  ' 
“  The  Military  Antiquities  of 
the  Romans  in  North  Britain,  and 
particularly  their  ancient  Syflem  of 
Caftrametation  iiluftrated,  &c.  by 
the  late  William  Roy,  F.  R.  S.  F. 
S.  A.  Major  General  of  his  Majef- 
ty’s  Forces,  &c.”  were  publifhed, 
under  the  fuperintendance,  and  at 
the  expence  of  the  fociety  of  an¬ 
tiquaries,  from  a  manufeript  pre- 
fented  to  them  by  the  general’s  ex¬ 
ecutors,  This  work  is  divided 
into  four  books.  The  firft  con¬ 
tains  a  general  view  of  the  military 
tranfadlions  of  the  Romans  in  Bri-  „ 
tain  ;  the  fecond,  the  original  infti- 
tution  of  the  Roman  militia,  and 
their  ancient  fyftem  of  caftrame-, 
tation  ;  the  third,1  a  general  de¬ 
fcription  of  North  Britain,  and 
the  temporary  Roman  camps  ex- 
ifting  there,  and  alfo  a  commen¬ 
tary  upon  the  campaigns  of  Julius 
Agricola  ;  the  fourth,  the  ancient 
geography  of  North  Britain  redtU 
fied.  To  the  whole  is  given  “  a 
prefatory  Introdudtion,  Ihewing  the 
circumftances  that  gave  rife  to, 
and  what  are  the  chief  objedls  in 
view  by  thefe  efiays,  with  the  om 
der  in  which  it  is  propofed  to  treat 
of  the  feveral  fubjedls ;  and  an  apr 
pendix  containing  five  detached 
pieces  on  different  fubjedls  in  Ro* 
man  antiquities.”  General  Roy 
was  peculiarly  qualified  to  do  juft* 
ties  to  the  fubjedls  which  he  chofe 

to 
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to  illuftrate,  by  his  accompli flimeiits  whofe  character  as  an  ingenious 
in  literature,  and  In  military  foi-  and  phiiofopbic  antiquary,  our 


ence.  To  the'beauties  of  Ryle  and 
arrangement,  however,  his  work 
has  no  pretenfiohs.  But  it  is  re¬ 
commended  bv  the-  beauties  of  ty¬ 
pography,  and  of  the  engraver’s 
art,  in  a  fiupef  eminent  degree.  It 
is  embeliillied  by  no  lefs  than  fifty  - 
two  magnificent  plates;  and  the 
paper  and  prefs-w.ork  are  elegant 
and  fplendid. 

Tnofe  of  our  readers  wfio  re¬ 
collect  the  pleafure  they  have  re¬ 
ceived  from  Mr.-  Grofe’s  Antiqui¬ 
ties  of  England,  Wales,  and  Scot¬ 
land,  and  who  were  apprifed  that 
he  had  turned  his  attention  to  44  the 
.Antiquities  of  Ireland,”  will  regret 
the  lofs  which  they  have  fuftained 
Bv  his  death. -before  he  was  enabled 

J  j 

to  complete  his  work  on  thole  hv- 
teretli  fig  :.fn bj  e<fis~  He  had,  how¬ 
ever,  made  a  confiderable  progrefs : 
and  his  papers  and  drawings  have 
been  committed  to  the  hands  of 
Mr.  Ledwich,  who  has  undertaken 
*to. gratify  the  wilhes  of  the  public, 
by  perfecting  what  Mr.  Grofe  left 
iii  an  11  nfi id fhed  ftate,  and  bv  pro¬ 
ceeding  with  the  defign.  The  fil'd: 
volume  of  this  work  hath  already 
made  its -appearance,  and  contains  a 
rich  collection  of  curious  ruins,  and 
beautiful  views,  engraved  in  a  very 
fuperior  fhle.  The  number  of 
plates  is  one  hundred  and  forty, 
which  have  been  taken  from  draw¬ 
ings  by  the  late  captain  Grofe, 
lieut.  Daniel  Grofe,  Meftfs.  firien, 
Cocking,  Bigari,  Bar  rale  t,  and  other 
eminent  arti  s,  the  latter  chiefly 
from  the  noble  collection  of  the 
right  honourable  William  Cunni n g - 
ham.  The  deferiptions  which  ac- 
companv  them  are  concife  and  per- 
fpicuous,  infirudlive,  and  enter¬ 
taining,  and  were  written  in  part 
bv  Mr.  Grofe,  and  the  reft  b V  the 
able  pen-  of  Mr.  Ledwich,  with 


readers  are  not.  unacquainted.  The 
fame  gentleman  has  prefixed  to  .the 
work  three  learned  and  interefiing 
difqulfitions,  the  firft  on  the, pagan, 
the  feccnd  on  the  monafric,  and 
the  third  on  the  military  antiqui¬ 
ties  of  Ireland. 

The  work  entitled  4c  Nenia  Rri- 
tannica,  or  a  Sepulchral  Kiftory  of 
Great  Britain  from  the  ear  lief  i:  pe¬ 
riod  to  its  general  Convcrfion  Uh 
Chrifiianity,  &c.  by  the  Rev.  James 
Douglas,  F.  S.  A.”  bears  abundant 
teftimony  to  the  indefatigable  in- 
dufiry  of  the  author  in  antiquarian 
refearches,  and  presents  us  v  ith 
many  objects  gratifying  to  curiofity. 
It  includes  a  complete  fieri  es'  of  the 
Britifih,  Reman,  and  Saxon  Tepid - 
chral  rites  and  ceremonies,  with  the 
contents  of  feveral  hundred  burial 
places,  opened  under  the  careful 
infipection  of  the  author.  44  To  en¬ 
ter  critically  into  the  hiftory  of  the 
ancient  inhabitants  of  Britain,  is 
not  the  view  of  this  work ;  it  has 
only  to  recommend  kfdf  by  exhi¬ 
biting  memorials  which  have  an 
undoubted  relation  to  its  old  inha¬ 
bitant;-,  and  feveral  of  whidh  have 
been  presented  with  features  futfi- 
cienily  exprefhve  to  admit  of'invef- 
tigatiori.”  The  volume  before  us 
yonfifts  of  deferiptions  of  thefe  me¬ 
morials,  and  the  inveftigations  to 
which  they  have  directed  the  ait- 
thor,  fome  of  them  curious  and  fo- 
tisfaefory,  and  others,  in  :ohr  opi¬ 
nion,  vague  and  hypothetical.  The 
plates  which  accompany  ins  work, 
have  been  engraved  in  aqua-theta 
b v  the  author  him  fell,  and  contain 
corfeCt  delineations  of  the  oBjeifs 
on  which  he  expatiates. 

The  44  Hi  fieri  cal,  Monumental* 
and  Genealogical  Collections,  rela¬ 
tive  to  the  Gountv  of-  Gioucefier, 

J  s 

printed  from  the  original  Papers  of 
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the  late  RafpXr  Bigland,  Efq.  prin¬ 
cipal  King  oh  Ai-ms,  Vol ..  I.”  were 
intended  by  the -author  to  be  con- 
ftdered  as  an  appendix  to  former 
publications  relative  to  the  hiftory 
of  Glonce'derhnre,  rather  than  as 
an  original  .work.  They  were  de~ 
figned  to  be,  44  rather  an  hi  ft  or  y  of 
the  inhabitants  of  Giouceiterfliire 
than,  of  the' {hire  itfelf;”  and  inftead 
of  being  confined  to  accounts  of  the 
families  and  pedigrees  of  the  pof- 
fefibrs  of  manors,  or  a  few  others 
who  are  rendered  eminent  by  their 
birth,  employment,  and  eftates,  to 
include  44  the  fhort  and- Ample  an¬ 
nals  of  the  poor  ;.”  by  thefe  means 
to--fupp.ly  materials  for  an  accurate 
detail  of  property  :  an  objeft  highly 
61  intereft’mg  in  a  commercial  coun¬ 
try,  where  property  frequently 
changes  it's  owner,  who  thereby  ac¬ 
quires  a  fettlement  far  diftant  from 
his  native  one.”  Such  a  plan,  mult 
neceiTarily  be  extenuve  and  minute, 
and  require  . a  particular  inveftiga- 
tion  of  armorial  hearings,  genealo- 
gies,  parifli  regifters,  inferiptions 
on  tombs,  &CT  Arc.  for  which  Mr. 
Bigland  was  peculiarly  qualified  by 
his  profefiiou ;  and  which,  however 
dull' and;  tedious  an  employment  it 
would  prove  to  mo  ft  perfons.  was 
not  to  him  unpieafant,  but  furnifh- 
ed.him  with  an  amufement  forma¬ 
lly  of  the  hours  which  he  palled  in 
the  country.  This  volume  is  illuf- 
trated  by  upward  of  forty  well  ex¬ 
ecuted  engravings. 

<T)  O  %  # 

Mr.  Polwhele’s 41  Hiftorical  Views 
of  Devon dftre,  in  five  Volumes, 
Vol.  I,”  is  a  publication  intended 
tq  be  fubfervient  to  a  larger  work 
which  has  been  for  forne  time  ex¬ 
pedited  from  his  pen,  under  the  title 
of.  a  V  Hiftory  of  Devonfidre.” 
Thefe.  views,  he  informs  us,-  44  do 
hot  interfere  in  the  lead  with  the 
main  undertaking,  yet  will  proba¬ 
bly  be  deemed  a  repbfit.ory  of  cu¬ 


rious  notices.  TIere  may  be  intro¬ 
duced  at  large  a  multiplicity  of  pa¬ 
pers,  to  which  references  only  can 
be  made  in  hiftory ; '  and  here' I 
may  be  at  liberty  to  throw  out  con¬ 
jectures  on  fiibj.ecls  of  antiquity, 
and  ftibmit  to  confiderafion  a  vari¬ 
ety  of  points  that  fe£;m  ambiguous  ; 
but  which,  when  elucidated,  may 
be  worthy  attention  for  the  larger 
work.  One  great  objedt  of  the 
publication  is  to  create  difeufiion, 
fugged  fnbiefts  of  enquiry,  and 
open  frefli  fources  of  intelligence;; 
fo  that  every  point  worthy  of  no¬ 
tice  may  be  examined  and  a  feed- 
•< 

tained,  and,  in  fiiorf,  that  nothing 
of  confequence  may  be  omitted  in 
the  hiftory.”  Such  is  the  nature 
and  defign  of  this  work,  as  explained 
bv  the  author.  Its'contentsvthere- 

J  .  . 

fore,  our  readers  will  naturally1  con¬ 
clude  to  be  too  numerous  and  mif- 
celianeous  to  be  diiii netly;  fpecifted 
by  us.  Whether  the  plan  which 
Mr.  Polwhele  has  adopted  be  a  ■ju¬ 
dicious  one,  we  wlii  not  take 
u p'o u  ourfel ves  to  determine.  Many 
of  the  materials;  which  compofe  the 
rn aft,  an d  w h  1  c If  w ill  d onbt  1  e fs  be 
incorporated  in  the  larger  work, 
are  curious  and  inteiufting ;  and 
many  of  the  conjeftin-es  and  hypo-- 
thefes  which  he  throws  out  for  dif- 
cuifiort,  and  which,  we  hope,  will 
not  be  admitted  into  that  work,  .we 
conceive  to  be  ground’efs  and  fan¬ 
ciful.  They  are,  however,  freely 
fubmitted  to  public  in veftigation, 
and  will,  we  lhoukl  imagine,  re¬ 
ceive  fu'ch  comments  and  remarks 
from  cable  and  candid  antiquaries, 
as  {hall  prove  favourable  to  the  re¬ 
putation  of  the  author’s  principal 
defigo.  ■  nym  •  on 

Mr.  Warner’s  44  Topographical 
Remarks,  relating  .  to  the  South- 
weftern  Parts  of  fiampfiftre-,  in  Two 
Vois.”  are- the  production  of  an 
author  who  appears  to  po  fiefs  the 

qua- 
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qualifications  requifite  for  an  in- 
flrudlive  and  entertaining  coun¬ 
ty  hiflorian.  The  fcene  which  he 
has  c  ho  fen,  is  difting-uifhed  by  a  va¬ 
riety  of  circum  fiances  and  events 
highly  intereiling  to  the  topogra¬ 
pher  and  the  antiquary  ;  and  is  elu¬ 
cidated  by  him  in  a  manner  that 
leads  us  to  expedl  much  gratifica¬ 
tion  from  a  complete  hiflory  of  the 
county,  to  which  we  are  given  to 
underhand  his  attention ds  directed. 
Befide  a  judicious  and  pleafing  ac¬ 
count  of  the  localities,  he  has  in¬ 
troduced  a  number  of  general  ob- 
fervations,  and  occafional  difqui- 
fitions,  to  render  it  amufing  to 
readers  unconnected  with  the  tradl 
he  has  eone  over,  as  well  as  to 
thofe  who  are  refident,  or  other- 
wife  interefled  in  it.  It  is  with  re¬ 
gret  we  learn,  that  the  plates  in¬ 
tended  for  this  work  were  unfortu¬ 
nately  deflroved  by  fire. 

*'  * 

a  The  Hiflory  of  the  ancient  and 
royal  Foundation,  called  the  Abbey 
of  St.  Alban,  from  the  Foundation 
thereof  in  793,  to  its  DifTolution 
in  1539,  exhibiting  the  Life  of  each 
Abbot,  and  the  principal  Events  re¬ 
lating  to  the  Monaflery  during  his 
Rule  and  Government,  by  the  Rev. 
Peter  Newcombe,”  is  a  work  from 
the  perufal  of  which  we  have  re¬ 
ceived  much  information  and  a- 
mufement.  The  abbey  of  St.  Al¬ 
ban  was  the  mofl  diflinguifhed  of 
the  religious  houfes  of  England, 
and  has  fupplied  the  laborious  an¬ 
tiquary  with  confiderable  materials 
for  defcribing  the  internal  economy 
and  policy  of  inflitutipns,  which 
fuperflition  and  craft  were  jointly 
concerned  in  ereCling  and  fupport- 
ing.  Thefe  materials  Mr.  New- 
combe  has  colledled  from  the  mofl 
authentic  fources,  and  drawn  up 
his  narrat  ve,  in  general,  with  cor- 
redfcnefs,  perfpicuity,  and  fimph- 
city.  And  notwith-bmding  that 
the  fubjeCl  of  his  work  is  of  a  local 


nature,  he  has  judicioufly  intro¬ 
duced  into  it,  and  difcuffed  a  va¬ 
riety  of  topics,  which  will  be 
found  curious  and  intetefling.  The 
hiflory  in  the  prefent  volume  clofes 
at  the  year  1 335. 

Mr.  Watkins’s  11  Efiay  towards 
a  Hiflory  of  Biddeford,”  originated 
in  the  intention  of  giving  fome 
fmall  affiflance  to  the  prefent  in¬ 
genious  hiflorian  of  Devonfhire; 
and  was  publifhed  in  a  feparate 
form,  in  confequence  of  the  appli¬ 
cation  of  fome  refpeClable  friends, 
which  he  could  not,  with  propriety,' 
withfland.  As,  however,  neither 
the  town  nor  its  neighbourhood 
afford  much  matter  for  an  hiltorian, 
our  author’s  labours  will  be  prin¬ 
cipally  acceptable  to  thofe  who 
live  on  the  fpot,  who  will  receive 
am u foment  from  the  local  circum  - 
flances  detailed  in  his  narrative, 
and  the  anecdotes  with  which  it  is 
interfperfed. 

In  our  lafl  volume  we  inferted 
a  particular  account  of  the  defign 
and  execution  of  a  work  entitled 
u  Roman  Converfations, or  a  fhort 
Defcription  of  the  Antiquities  of 
Rome,  and  the  Charadler  of  many 
eminent  Romans,  intermixed  With 
References  to  Claflical  Authors,  and 
various  Moral  Refledlions,  &:c.  vol. 
I.”  During  the  prefent  year,  a  fe- 
cond  volume  of  that  work  hath  been 
p ubli filed  ;  which  will  be  found 
equally  entitled  to  the  attention 
and  approbation  of  the  claflical 
fludent.  The  converfations  in  this 
volume  are  fifteen  in  number,  and 
relate  to  fome  of  the  hiofl  interefG 
ing  events,  and  the  mofl  confpi- 
cuous  charadlers  in  Roman  hiG 
tory. 

Among  the  colledlions  of  travels 
which  appeared  during  the  year, 
the  firfl  to  w hi  ch  wei  {hall  call  -the 
attention  of  our  readers,  are  thofe 
“  in  Europe,  Africa,  and  Afia,  per¬ 
formed 
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formed  between  the  years  1770  and 
1779,  by  Charles  Peter  Thun  berg, 
M.  D.  Knight  of  the  Order  of  Yaf’a, 
Profeffqr  of  Botany  in  the  Univer- 
fity  of  Upfai,  Ac.  in  three  Volumes.” 
This  work  is  the  production  of  a 
perfon  of  extend ve  knowledge, and 
Obfervation,  with  whofe  fcientific 
fefearches  tlie  lovers  of  natural  hif- 
tory  have  been  frequently  enter¬ 
tained  and  inftracled.  In  the  pro- 
vi  tiCe  in  which  lie  now  appears,  he 
is  diftinguilhed  by  the  fame  accu¬ 
racy  and  fidelity  as  recommended 
Ais  pm  jo  fop  hi  cal  labours ;  and  fur- 
ni dies  his  readers  with  much  valu¬ 
able  information,  delivered  u  in  an 
artlefs  unpremeditated  order,”  and 
in  the  plain  fimple  language  of 
truth;  The  firft  volume  contains 
an  account  of  the  profeffor’s  travels 
through  Denmark,  Hoi  and,  and 
France,  his  voyage  to  the  Cape  of 
Good  Hope,  his  firft  expedition  up 
the  coaft  of  Caffraria,  and  hisrefi- 
dence  during  two  winters  at  the 
Cape.  The  fecond  volume  relates  the 
incidents  during  another  winter  at 
the  Cape,  two  long  journeys  to  the 
eaftward  and  northward  of  the 
louthernmoif  point  of  Africa,  a 
voyage  to  Java,  and  his  refidence 
at  Batavia.  Notwithffanding  that 
the  greater  part  of  the  fcenes  which 
he  has  thus  far  defcribed,  have  been 
lately  inveftigated  by  authors  of 
c-onliderable  repute,  our  profeifor 
has  gleaned  many  curious  and  in- 
terefti-ng  facts,  which  had  eicaped 
their  obfervaiion,  and  v/hich  extend 
Our  acquaintance  with  the  geo¬ 
graphy,  the  rural  economy,  the 
natural  hi  (lory,  and  the  cruiloms 
and  manners  of  the  refpeTive 
countries.  The  third  volume  in¬ 
cludes  the  author’s  voyage  to  Japan, 
his  .account  of 'the  connection  and 
commerce  of  the  Dutch  with  the 
Japanefe,.  and  his  journey  to  the 

jj X lb  i>A  ^  i  I  Aa  *  e  »  7 ~  ^ r,'‘ 


ITERATFRE. 

court  at  Jedo,  with  the  ambaffadpr 
appointed  to  carry  the  annual 
prefent  to  the  emperor ;  in  which 
he  has  intermixed  whatever  know¬ 
ledge  he  could  gather  from  his  dwrf 
obfervation,  and  from  diligent  en¬ 
quiry,  respecting  the  natural  and 
civil  hiftorv  of  that  extraordinary 
country,  its  people,  their  manners, 
language,  arts,  &c.  &c.  On  thefe 
various,  and  in  a  confiderable  de¬ 
gree  novel,  topics  to  Europeans, 
profeifor  Thunberg’s  obfervations 
and  remarks  will  be  found  gratify¬ 
ing  to  curiofity,  and  prove  a  dcfir- 
able  acceffion'  to  the  floret  of  the 
naturalifi:  and  the  hiftorian. 

Mr.  Hodges’  u  Travels  in  India, 
during  the  Years  1  780,  1781,  1  782, 
and  1783,”  pollefs  a  very  high  de¬ 
gree  of  merit,  not  only  as  thev  con¬ 
vey  important  information  relative 
to  a  part  of  the  world  which  is  ren¬ 
dered  interefiing  from  its  conneo 

O 

lion  with  our  own  country,  the 
richnefs  cf  its  fcenery,and  the  pe¬ 
culiar  manners  of  its  inhabitants, 
but  on  account,  likewife,  of  the 
lources  of  entertainment  which 
they  lay  open  to  the  lovers  of  the 
fine  arts.  The  narrative  of  Miv 
Hodges  comprehends  the  reflec¬ 
tions  and  descriptions  for  which  he 
found  materials  during  a  period  of 
more  than  three  years,  in  which  he 
vifited  the  moft  important  places, 
and  the  mofi  interefting  to  curiofity, 
which  are  acceffible  to  European 
travellers  in  Hi ndoftan.  The  fiyle 
and  language  in  which  it  is  drawn 
up,  are  peripicuous,  unaffected  and 
pleading.  But  this  work  is  not 
only  recommended  by  the  fubjehirs 
v/hich empiov  the  authors  pen,  and 
the  manner  in  which  he  treats  of 
them,  but  by  the  beautiful  exertions 
of  his  profellional  abilities  as  an 
ail i ft.  His  pencil  has  been  happily 
called  in  to  the  aid  of  fiis  deferiptive 

talents. 
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talents,  and  has  illuffrated  the  fcenes 
and  ctuioms  with  which  he  would 
bring  his  readers  acquainted,  in  a 
manner  that  ferves  to  give  the- molt 
perfect  idea  of  them  imaginable  to 
thofe  who  have  not  the  opportunity 
of  viewing  them  on  the  l'pot,  The 
plates  taken  from  his  pictures,  and 
which  accompany  thefe  travels,  are 
Sheen  in  number,  including  a  map 
©f  his  different  journeys  and  excur- 
ftons,  and  are  engraved  in  a  fupe- 
riorand  mafterly  ltyle. 

Mr.  Hamilton’s  account  of  u  A 
Voyage  round  the  World,  in  hisMa- 
jeily’s  Frigate  Pandora,  perform¬ 
ed  under  the  Direction  of  Captain 
Edwards,  in  the  Years  1790,  1791., 
and  i  792r&c.’'  contains  a  number 
of  particulars,  which  will  afford 
entertainment  even  to  thofe  who 
are  well  read  in  the  details  Of  the 
different  circumnavigators  of  our 
globe.  Of  the  South  Sea  Illands 
already  known,  and  of  their  inha¬ 
bitants,  it  relates  Pome  interfiling 
circumflances  which  .had  been 
overlooked  by  former  writers;  and 
deferibes  new  countries,  difepyer- 
ed  in  this  voyage.  A  confiderahle 
part  of  it  contains  a  relation  of  the 
events,  and  bufferings  .experienced 
after. the  unfortunate  d;  ip/wreck  of 
the  Pandora,  by  the  part  of  the 
crew  who  furvived,  and  who  in 
open  boats  performed  , a  voyage  of 
eleven  hundred  miles,  before  they 
could  reach  any  hqfpi  table.  fettle- 
ment.  Or  Mr.  Hamilton’s  ftyle 
and  language,  we  cannot  fpeak  in 
terms  of  praife.  To  the  rules  of 
grammar  and  orthography  he  is 
too  inattentive,  and  his  phrafeolo- 
%y  is  often  blame  ably  Angular  arid 
affe«ffed. 

The  “  Excurfion  to  the  Peak  of 
Teneriffe,  in  1  791,  &c,  by  Lieu¬ 
tenant  Rye,  of  the  Royal  Navy,” 
contains  an  account  of  the  bold  and 
fuccefsful  atteippt  of  two  Engl i fa 
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gentlemen,  at  an  imfeafonable  tim& 
of  the  year,  to  vitita  fpot  to -which 
few  travellers  have  had  curiofxty 
or  courage  enough  to  alee  ad.  This 
account  is  drawn  up  in  a  lively 
and  pleating  manner,  and  contains 
feme  observations,  on  the  furrou  tid¬ 
ing'  country  and  inhabitants,  not 
unworthy  of  attention.  It  is  fo  be 
lamented.,  however,  that  our  intre¬ 
pid  travellers  were  not  provided 
with  proper  iijftritmeiits  for  afeer- 
taing  the  altitude  of  the  Peak,  and 
are  obliged  to  refer  us  for  a  feien- 
tine  account  of  it  to  preceding 
writers. 

The  u  Sketch  of  a  Tour  on  the 
Continent,  in  the  Years  1786  and 
!  737,  by  Janyes  Edward  Smith,  M* 
D.  F.  R.  S.  &c.  Prcfident  of  the 
Linnaean  Society,  in  .three  Vo* 
lumes,”  is  a  publication  from  the 
perufal  of  which  we  have  received 
a  very  confidcrabie  degree  of  plea¬ 
sure.  The  talents  of  the  author 
as  a  literary  man,,  and  particularly 
as  a  botanical  writer,  are  fumciently 
known  to  our  readers^  and  have 
attached  to  his  name  no  final!  por¬ 
tion  of  celebrity.  In  the  pcefent 
work  he  appears  with  advantage, 
as  a  lover  of  the  fine  arts,  and  a 
•flu dent  of  men  and  manners'.  The 
fcenes  and  the  objects  which  have 
given 'rife  to  his  remarks,  have,  it 
is  true,  been  frequently  vifited  and 
deferibed  by  preceding  travellers, 
and  by  force  late  w l  iters  dpecially, 
whole  works  have  met  with  gene¬ 
ral  -acceptance.  They  have  not, 
however, '  fuperfeded  the  obferva- 
tions  of  our  intelligent  author,  or 
prevented  him  from  making  a  va¬ 
luable  accelTion  to  our  fb  tuxes,  of 
.  amufemeiit  and  i  u  formation..  The 
following  up  .the  order  of  his  tour: 
Holland,  &er  Netherlands*.  France, 
Genoa,  Florence,  Rome,  (the  de- 
feriptien  of  which'  place,  with  its 
invaluable  treafuccs,  nearly  occu- 
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pies  the  whole  of  one  Volume)., 
Naples, the  ecclefiaftical Territory, 
Venice, and  through  feveral  Italian 
cities,  back  to  Genoa,  and  from 
thence  through  Turin  and  Geneva 
to  Paris.* — The  botanical  obferva- 
tions  which  occur  in  this  work  are 
introduced  with,  a  judicious  and 
fparing  hand,  and  are  written  in  fo 
agreeable  a  manner,  as  to  be  inter - 
eding  to  general  readers  as  well  as 
naturalids.  In  his  descriptions,  of 
■ftatues,  paintings,  and  public  build¬ 
ings,  which1’ engaged  at  leaf!  a  pro¬ 
portionate  fli^re  of  his  attention, 
Dr,  Snaith  appears,  to  be’  guided  by 
knowledge  and  genuine  fafte.  His 
remarks  on  men  and;  manners  dis¬ 
cover  him  to  be  a  fhrewd  and  dif- 
cerning  obferver,  to  poiTefs  liberal 
and  enlightened  views,  .and  to.be 
influenced  by  afpirit  of  candour 
and  philanthropy.  The  ftyle  and 
language,  like  wife,  in  which  he 
writes,  are  correbf,  lively,  and 
pleafing. 

•  Dr.  -  Moore’s  u  Journal  during 
a  Refidence  in  France,  from  the 
beginning  of  AuguR  to.  the  middle 
of  December  1792,  &c.  in  two 
Volumes,”  is  the  production  of 
an  elegant  and  entertaining  writer, 
who  has  been  for  a  long-  time,  de- 
lervedly,  a  favourite  with  the  pub¬ 
lic,  and  of  whofe  merits  in  this 
fpecies  of  corjipofition  we  have  for¬ 
merly  had  occahon  to  fpeak  in 
terms  of  warm  approbation.  The 
leafu re  which  we  received  from 
is  other  works,  raifed  our  expec¬ 
tation  to  a  high  pitch,  when  we  un- 
derfiood  that  he  intended  to  deli¬ 
neate  a  picture  of  the  moil  (hiking 
events  which  took  place,  during 
fome  of  the  moil  intereding  and 
critical  periods  in  the  French  Re¬ 
volution  ;  and  to  prefent  us  with 
his  own  reflections,  as  they  arofe 
in  his  mind  while  many  of  the 
tranfacrions  which  he  relates  were 
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palling  under  his  eye.  And  it  is 
but  jullice  to  acknowledge  that 
out  expectation  hath  been  amply 
gratified.  In  his  ftrft  volume  we 
are  prefented  with  a  connected 
feries  of  the  molt  important  cirt- 
cumdances  which  arofe  between 
the  7th  of  Auguft,  the  clay  on  which 
the  author  entered  Paris,  and  the 
3d  of  Oblober,  when  the  Conven¬ 
tion  had  met,  and  the  news  of  the 
Duke  of  Brim IV ic Iris  retreat  had 
.  quieted  all  the  alarms  for  the  fafety 
of  the  metropolis.  The  fecpud 
volume  commences  with  the  raff¬ 
ing  of  the  iiyge  of  Lille;  contains 
an  account  of  the  principal,  debates 
and  proceedings  of  the  French 
Convention,  ,  and  of  the  Parillans ; 
and  end's ,  with  the  death  of  the 
.  king.  To  many  of  the  fads  which 
Dr.  Moore  relates,  die  was  himfelf . 
a  wknefs.:  the  rdf  he  has  en¬ 
deavoured  to  colled  from  the  moll: 
authentic  fourc.es  of  inforniat-ion. 
Not  that  we  are  to  fuppofe,  how-, 
ever  impartial  he  was  as  a  fpedator, 
and  however  diferi  ini  native  and 
cautious  in.  admitting  evidence, 
that  it  was  impoffiblfe  for  him,  on 
any  occafion,  to  be  midaken  or 
milled.  For  he  acknowledges  that, 

44  on  fome  of  the  moll  interefting 
occurrences,  the.  various  accounts 
which  poured  in  from  jail  quarters, 
c  rode  d,  j  0  (tied ,  a  c  i  on  fo  l  1  n  u  ed  . 
each  other  in  Inch  a  maimer,  that . 
he  has  lb  met  imes  been  tempted  to, 
fufpebf,  that  as  his  informal ’on .-. 
increafed,  bis  knowledge  dimi- 
n idled.”  On  the  whole,,  however, 
coniidered  as  a  regiber  of  faffs,  we 
conceive  his  Journal  to  be  a  valu¬ 
able  work,  from  which  the  future 
hi  dorian  may  derive  confuierable 
light  and  affi  lfance.  But  what  prin¬ 
cipally  recommends  it,  aie^he  hum-  . 
ber  and  variety  of  anecdotes  which 
are  interfperled  as  pleating  epilodes  . 
throughout  every  pait  of  the  nar- 
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rative,  and  the  curious  and  ftriking 
traits  of  the.  character  and  manners 
of  the  peoplfe.wbich  it  exhibits,  and 
of  the  changes  which  with  an  in¬ 
credible  rap.;dity  were  brought 
about  bv  the  Revolution. "  In  Or. 
Moore’s  reflections  and  ferttirftenfs,' 
thofe  readers  wrl  1  generally' concur, 
who  arewnemieS  to' republic-knit  m , 
and  advocates  for  the  mixed 'form 
of  government  which  was  eftab lim¬ 
ed  under  the  conftitution  of  1789. 

The  “  Tour  through  the  Theatre 
of  War,  in  the  months  of  Novem¬ 
ber  and  December,  1  702,  'and  Ja¬ 
nuary,'  1793,”  is  the  production  of 
a  fenfible  and  lively  writer,  who 
appears  to  have  vifiteB  the  foots 
which  he  defcribes,  and  to  have 


and  anecdotes,  when  not. enlivened 
bv’  the  eohwerfatibn  .  of  agreeable 

conipanjOnS.  to  '  •  ,r  "  ?  J 

The  '‘^Comparative  Sketth  vof 
England  and  of  Italy,  in:  two  Vo¬ 
lumes,”  is  a  Well  written  and  pleaf- 
ing  little  work,  Containing  rmahy 
ingenious'  arid  intereft ihTbbfervth 
tions  on  tile  Hate  of  jurisprudence, 
nofitical  oecoilomv,  religiori,!  and  the 
line  arts,  iii  thofe  refpeCHve  coun¬ 
tries,  which  merit  the  attention  of 
the  traveller,  the  politician, and  the 
philofopher.  The  a n ecdo te s. wh r c!i 
the  author  has  introduced,  die 
amufing  andunffruflivU  ;  and  Ins 
reflections  and  fpbc  illations  appear 
to  be  thofe  of  aperfon  who  wiflids 
to  extend  the  boundaries  of  focid! 


been  an  eye-witnefs  to  many  of  the 
important  faffs  which  he  relates. 
His  narrative  agrees,  in  general, . 
with  the  beft  and  moil  impartial 
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documents  which  have  been  1‘aid 
before  the  public  ;  his  powers  of 
defeription  appear  with  advantage 
when  he  paints  the  moil  interefting 
feenes  of  the  period  to  which  he 
confines  his  attention;  and  his  re¬ 
liefs  ioiis  are  liberal  and  manly. 
The  anecdotes  with  ‘which  '  this 
Tour  is  jnterfperfed,-  particularly 
thofe  relating  to  military  men,  are 
curious  and  entertaining. 

The.  “Tour  through  Germany, 
containing  full  Directions  for  tra¬ 
velling  in  that  intfereftin'V' Country, } 
with  Obfervations  on  the  State  of 
Agriculture  and  Policy  of  the  dif¬ 
ferent  States^ &c.”  is  compofecl, : 
partly,  of  'remarks  made  during 
different  excurfi ons’  to  the  Conti¬ 
nent,  and  chiefly,  of  copious  ex¬ 
tracts  from  the  works  of  Br.  Burney, 
Mrs.Kozzi,  Dr.  Moore,  and  Baron 
Riefbedu  From  thefe  fources  the  : 
an  t  h  o  r;h  as.  com  pi!  e  c  1  a  pkafant  vade- 
mecum,  gihichbefide  the  directions 
w h i c h  may'  be  u  fe hi  1. to  a  trav  e He r, 
wilt  fuptoiy  him  with  amufing  Rories ' 


happiftefs.  *  ^  ,  -c' 

The  u  Tour  thrbugh  the  South' 
of  England,  W aleS,  anti  ’part  of 
Ireland,  made  during  tlie’Sumiher 
of  1791,”  is  the  productibh  df'a 
lively,  but  defultory  writer,  who 
appears  to  have  palled  with  rapidity 
over  a  variety  of  interefting  .feenes, 
on  Which  he  has  made  a  number  of 
mifccllaheous  ’remarks,^  fo  me  what 
in  the  Shdndban  Ryfe,  which  afe 
calculated  for  amufemeht,  if  they 
do  not  conv'ey  any  important  in-' 
formation.  From  thb1  mahheb  hi 
which  fonie  parts’  of  it  ape  written,, 
and  the  powers  of  defcripfjcin  which. ' 
are  occafiontdiy'  *  difpMyed,  the’, 
author  feerns  to 1  fatehts,  ’ 

which  would  have  ehabled-Jiim  to 
prefent.  the  public .  with  a  very  re - 
ipedtabie  performance,  had  he  hot . 
been  too’  a'p'prehen/ive  of  the  mif- 
chievoiis  effects  of  thinking,,  on  the 


faculties1  of  his  mind. 


But 


“  tin 


impulfe  of  the  moment,  and  the’ 
impreffions  Which  are  conveyed  by ' 
the  conteiliplation  of  new  objects, 
dictated,  for  the  moil:  part,  thofe' 
hkfty  /ketches,  which  the  reader  Will 
find  fo  loofelv  thrown  together.’'' 

Mr:  ile-ron’s  *(  Qbfeivatidns^ 

'  made' 
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made,  in  a  Tourney  through-  the 
We  Hern  Counties  of  Scotland,  in 
the  Autumn  of  i  792,  in  two  Vo¬ 
lumes,”  relate  to  a  variety  of  ob¬ 
jects  ;  the  fcenery,  antiquities^ 
culfoms,  manners,  population, 
agriculture,  manufaefures,  com¬ 
merce,  political  condition,  and 
literature  of  the  countries  which 
he  vifitedy  or  of  which  he  caught 
a  diftant  glim-pfe  in  the  courfe  of 
his  peregrination.  In  an  adver- 
fi  foment  to  the  fir  ft  volume,  the 
author  observes,  that  u  reviewing 
his  work,  when  the  charm  of  no¬ 
velty  and  the  ardour  of  compofi- 
tion  are  over,  lie  finds  it  to  very 
im  per  fed:,  in  his  own  edimation, 
that  he  dares  hardly  hope,,  for  the 
notice  of  the  public,  or  the  mercy 
of  the^critic.”  We  are  not,  how¬ 
ever,  difpofed  to  be  fo  fev ere  upon 
the  author,  as  he  is  upon  himfelf. 
Form  ot  vv  it  h  hand  in  a  that  his  work 
has  faults,  with  ref peel  to  arrange¬ 
ment  ■  and  compofition,  arifing 
probably  from  the  too  great  'hade 
in  which  it  was  written  and  -  pub- 
ji  filed,  yet  we  think  that  thefe  are 
abundantly  counterbalanced  by> 
the  information  and  entertainment 
which  he  has  provided  for  his 
readers.. •  It  exhibits  an  accurate 
and  plea fi rig  (ketch  of  the  flute 
.of-  fociety,  induftry,  arts,  and 
manners  among  our  northern 
fellow  fubjedts  ;  and  incidentally 
inculcates  fentimeirts  of  morals 
and  religion, •  which  do  honour 
to  the,  author’s  patriotifm  and  li¬ 
berality.  T 

The  u-  Travels  in  the  We  Fern 
Hebrides,  from  1782  to  1  790,  ,by 
tbq  Pveverend  George  Lane  Bu¬ 
chanan,  M;  A.  Mifiionary  Min  liter 
to  the  I-fies  from  the  Church  of 
Scotland, '’  are  compel ed  of  details- 
and  re-marks,  the  refult  of  the 
author’s  enquiries  and  obferva- 
tioa  during  many  voyages  and 
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journies,  performed  for  a  long 
fieri  es.  of  years  ;  which  are.  highly 
intereding,  and  on  various  accounts 
merit  the  attention  of  the  public-. 
The  we  (Tern  Hebrides  are  a  long 
chain  of  hlands  in  the  Atlantic 
Ocean,  w  feldom  vifited,  and  their 
interior  ceconomy,  the  filtration, 
eircumdances,  and  character , -of 
the  people,  never  before  defienbed 
by  any  modern  traveller,  except 
in  a  very  fummary  manner,  by 
Donald  Monro,  quoted  and  follow¬ 
ed  by  George  Buchanan,  in  his 
Hi  dory  of  Scotland.”  Of  the 
natural  prodindions,  inhabitants', 
employments,  triages,  and  local 
Guftbms,  Mr.  Buchanan  has  yiven 
an  account^  which'  the  ‘readers  or 
voyages  <  anti  travels  '  mu  lb  ac- 

s  O  ^ 

knowledge:.  to:  be  reco® mended- 
by-  the  charms,  of  -rovekw,  an d 
by  firroug  internal :  marks  of  au - 
thentic-ity.  -But  his:  vie&d  •  of >-#.0 
political  Bate  of  the  liebrides-fi  atrd 
of  the  mod  abjedfc  Grvitude  and 
deplorable  mlferv;  in  which  a-Cbn-: 
fidyrable  .part  of  the  unforrimate 
inhabitants' are  involved,  will  par¬ 
ticularly  interred  the  feelings  of 
every  benevolent  Briton  ;  and  Wi-11^ 
we  hope,  excite  the  attention  of 
the  legi  fiat  ore,  from  -motives'  of 
good  policy,  as  well  as  h dnfem fry, 
to  the  condition  of  thofie  highly 
opp relied  iubjeds.  under  a  free 
governments  to  mo  .-  o  ; 

The  64  Pidturefqus  Tom-  through* 
parts:  of  Europe,  Ada,  and  Africa^ 
&c.  with  Plates,  after  Defigns  by 
James  Stuart,  Bfquire,  written  by 
an  Italian  Gentleman,”  confift  of 
fifty-three  dvort  letters,  deferiptive 
of  "the  date  of  fociety  and  man¬ 
ners  in:  different  parts  of  the  eoaiisl 
of  the  Mediterranean,  which  are 
written  in  a  light  and  pleating  dyle, 
though,  they  cannot  be  laid  to  bring 
any  acceidon  to  the  dock  of  public 
information.  But  the  principal  ve- 
R  2  commend 
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commendation  of  this  work  arifis 
from  five  prints'  ,of  Athenian  lub- 
i;e<fts,  from  the'drawingsbEthe  late 
Mr.  Stuart,  author  of  t-heAniiqu-i- 
ties  of  Athens,  and  onemff  the-  Naif? 
inachia  at  Palermo,-  copied1  from 
that  of  Howel  in  his  V oy:age  Tit-ten- 
refque ;  which  are  exquifitely 
beautiful.’- •’  .  io  amoli 

Air.  Robertfon’s  u  Topographi¬ 
cal  Survey  of  the  great  Road  from 
London  to  Bath  and  Briftol,  with 
Hiftoricaland  Defcriptive  Accounts 
■•of  the  •' Country,  Towns,  Villages, 
and  Gentlemen’s  Seats  on  and  ad¬ 
jacent  to  it,  i-lluftrated-  by-  Perfpec- 
tive  Views  of  the  moft-feleft  and 
-pidhi-refque  Scenery",  in  T wo  V  ols.” 
is  an  elegant  and  fplendid  work, 
which  will  be  highly  valued- by  the 
"admirers-  of  beautiful  landfcapes. 
The  plates  '  arc  -ftkty-five  in  mi  rn  - 
ber,  executed  in  mezzotinto ;  and 
are  accompanied  with  eleven  life  fill 
maps.-  With  refpect  to  the  de¬ 
fcriptive  part  of  the  work,  it  is 
concifeand  well  written,  and  is 
diflingiiilhed  bv  thofe  typogTaphi- 
cal  excellencies  iii  which  this 
country  is  rapidtV  improving. 

The  u  Pictu refque  Guide  to  Bath, 
Briftol,  the  Hot-wefts;  the  River  A- 
von,  and  the adjacent  Country,  illuf- 
trated  w-'tii  h  -fet'  of  Vie  ws,  ta  ken-  in 
the  vSummer  of -  i  792,  by^Meftrs/  1b- 
betlonfLaporte,'  and  [b  Haftell,  -and 
engraved  in  Aquatinta,”  is  another 
elegant  and  pleating  publication, 
which'  fidelity  and  nunutenefs  of 
deferipfion,  the  beauties  of  *  typo¬ 
graphy  and  of  the  engraver’s  art, 
combine  to  render  a  deferable  com¬ 
panion  "to  fuch  perfons  as  may  viiit 


Source  in  G lOu c efter fti ire, -  to  the 
Norep  with  Obfervations  on:  -the 
Public  Buildings  and  other  Works 
of  Art  in  itsVicihitv,  in  TwbVols.” 
is- another  publication  iir  which  the 
pencil  has  been*  happily  -employed 
in  illuftrating  the  deferiptio-ns  of 
the  pen.-  The  paper  and  the  typo* 
graphy  are  of  a  fnperior  kind,  i  I11 
the  defcriptive  parts,  the  author  ha& 
aimed,  fuecefslully,  at  a  dm  pie  and 
per  fpicu  otis  ftyle  of  narrative. 

What  he-  has  borrowed  from  hif- 
tory,  is  judicioufty  feleifted,  and 
will  afford  amufement  and  inform¬ 
ation.  As  he  proceeds  down,  die 
river,  he  does  not  omit  to  v  Hit ..  tire 
objefts  and  the  buildings  on  the 
ftiore,  molt  worthy  of  the  notice  of 
travellers,  and  to  point  out  the 
beauties  of  nature  an  dart,  for  which 
they  are  celebratedi  *Npr  does  lie 
overlook  thofe  remains  of  antiqui¬ 
ty  which  arreft  the  attention  of  the 
curious,  or  enable  him  to  introduce 
the  interefting  “  tales  of  other 
times.”  His  views,  which  are  fifty- 
three  in  number,  are  all  in  aqua¬ 
tic  fa,  and  are  detlgnedand  executed, 
in  general,  with  accuracy  and  tafte 
Such,  likewife,  R  the-  character  of 
the  h  Puff  11  refque  Views  on.  the 
-River  Medway,  from  the-  No  re  to 
the  Vicinity  of  its  foiirce  in  S  index, 
with  Obfervations  on  the  Public 
Buildings  and  other  works  of  Art 
in  its  Neighbourhood,’’  bythe  fame 
gentleman.  This  volume :  may 
not  improperly  be  confidered  as  a 
continuation  of  .the  laft  mentioned 
work  •  and  is  iiluftrated. by  twenty- 
eight  elegant  prints*  "  .  .  .:i; 
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thofe  feenes  of  fafidonable  refort.  In  politics,  the  peculiar  circum- 
-Sixteen  prints  and  a  view  of  Bath  ftaiices  of  the  times  have  toccafioned 
"decorate  this  lurvey,  -which  is1  en-  an  Mil  nd  at  ion  of  treatifes,  .  ^  Aitcli 
titled  to  rank  high  among  piffu-  ;-are,  chiefly,  of alocaland  tempora- 
refque  works.  :  '  ; 1  fy  mature.'  If  we:  Idled!  any  lr-0111 

Mr.  Ireland’s i4'Pihhn*efque  Views  the  ffrafs,  they  are  eit.  eb  ddcBioas 
on  the  River  Thames,  from  its  1  have ’more  particularly  engaged  >the 


1 


atten- 
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f  t 

attention  of  the  public,  or  which 
have  feme  relation  to  general  poli¬ 
tics,  or  which  will  afford  aftiftance 
to  the  hiftorian  of  the  period,  by 
enabling  him  to  afeertain  political 
faffs,  and  to  develope  the  principles 
and  views  of  the  different  parties 
who  have  divided  the  political  world. 

Among  the  different  fubjefts  in 
this  department,  that  of  the  origin, 
the  nature,  and  pjrobable  confe- 
q uences  of  the  prelent  war,  gave 
rife  to  a  variety  of'  publications, 
fume  of  them  of  unufual  merit  as 
argu  tnentative  and  impre Hive  conn- 
ppfitions.  In  this  number  we  muff 
rank  the  ^  Letters  on  the  SubjeCl 
pf  the  Concert  of  Princes,  and  the 
Difmemberment  of  Poland  and 
Prance,  by  a  Calm  Obferver,”  This 
work  abounds  in  important  in- 

'  i. 

formation,  $nd  in  t  ere  fling  argu¬ 
ments  ;  and  expofes,  with  energy, 
but  yet  with  temper,  the  ill  policy 
of  the  combination  which  has  been 
formed  by  the  different  crowned 
heads  againft  France ;  and  points 
out  the  dangers  which  threaten  the 
commerce  and  independence  of  this 
country,  on  the  event  of  their  arms 
proving  fuccefsfui.  jafper  Wil- 
fon’S'  “  Letter  Commercial  and 
Political,  addreffed  to  the  Right 
Hon.  William  PitC|  in  which  the 
real  Interefls  of  Britain  in  the  pre¬ 
fect  Crifis  are  confidered,  ike.'1  is, 
likewife,  a  ffrft  rate  publication. 
The  author  poffeffes  a  judicious, 
comprehenfive,  and  well  informed 
mind  ;  and  has  brought  forward  a 
number  of  faffs  and  reafon  ings,  to 
fliew  the  ruinous  tendency  of  the 
war,  which  the  impartial  and  un¬ 
prejudiced  will  confider  to  be  high¬ 
ly  ferious  and  weighty.  Of  the 
“  Letter  from  the  Right  Honourr 
able  Charles  James  Fox,  to  the 
worthy  and  independent  Electors 
of  the  City  and  Liberty  of  Weft- 
mi  lifter,”  it  not  eafy  to  fpeak  in 
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too  high  terms.  In  a  languag 
beautiful  for  perfpicuity  and  ener“ 
gy,  breathing  a  noble  and  manly 
ipirit,  and  conveying  the  moll  lo¬ 
gical  and  perfuafive  arguments,  the 
author  vindicates  his  own  political 
conduct  in  the  different  motions 
which  he  brought  forward  in  the 
Houle  of  Commons,  with  a  view 
to  prevent  our  being  involved  in 
the  unfortunate  war  with  France. 
Mr.  Wyvift’s  “  Letter  to  the  Right 
Hon.  William  Pitt,”  is  a  lib  to  be 
commended  for  tire  good  temper, 
and  lolid  arguments,  with  which 
the  author  defends;  the  friends  of 
reformation;  expofes  the  extrava¬ 
gant  fears  and  alarms  which  have 
been  induftrioully  propagated  by 
the  adherents  to  the  prefect  admi- 
niftradon  ;  and  condemns  the  prin¬ 
ciples  in  which  the  war  originated, 
and  the  pleas  by  which  its  con¬ 
tinuance  is  defended. 

Among  the  ahleft  advocates  of 
adminiftration,  and  for  the  con¬ 
tinuance  of  the  war,  we  .mult  rank 
the  author  of  “  Reflections  on  the 
Propriety  of  an  immediate  Conclu- 
lion  of  Peace,”  which  is  a  ftirevvd 
and  ingenious  publication,  and  par¬ 
ticularly  attacks  the  arguments  and 
pofitions  of  Jafper  Wilfon.  “  The 
Motives  and  Confequences  of  the 
prefen t  War  impartially  confider¬ 
ed,”  is,  likewife,  a  lenftble  and  well 
written  pamphlet,  on  the  fame  fide 
of  the  queftion.  Thefe  publica¬ 
tions  were  followed  by  an  immenle 
number,  of  vari  us  merit,  and  of 
different  political  complexions,  a- 
mong  which  the  following  have 
fuperior  claims  to  notice:  “  Ob¬ 
jections  to,  the  War  examined  and 
refuted  ;”  Curfory  Strictures  on 
the  Injuftice  of  the  War;”  “  Peace 
and  Reform,  againft:  War  and  Cor* 
ruption  ;”  “  Comments  on  the  pro- 
pofed  War  with  France;”  “the 
real  Grounds  of  the  prefent  War 
R  3  with 
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with  France,  by  },  Bowles,  Efq,”  Pmi^naent  FF^^ajEetter. to  the  Right* 
ts  "thoughts  on  French  Politics,  HonnML  VViftdhani; bn  the  prefent 
and  op  the  Policy  of  dividing:  Fijaclion  i  JudicgfureqA  ffe  alt- 
France,  by  W.  Play fair  Vie w-  peaiytokbe  Public:  on  itffier  Subject of 

of  the  Force  ancf  Refources  of:  .thetReteiidR';  LfcpiiorilM 

France,”  by  the  fame.;  and  44  the  M,;.  jDio  Adiffbcejiit ucdllecRons. .  hat 
Intereft  of  Great  .Britain.  refpedii11^..  pact's  publifhed.by  the  Grown  and1 
a  French  Way,  by.  W.  Fox>”  •  ■■■.■.,,.■  AnclmnAffaciation  f  NRemafks  on 
On  pplitics,,  .ag  copmp^d,  nthe n  Grown 

the. general  Tyfiem  of  government, ;  and:  Anchor, Affociators-ph ‘A  a 'Dfa>- 
and  particularly  with  the, principles;;  logue  between  ..an  ABbci atom  and  •&■■ 
of  the  Bntifh  Conpitution,  the  fol-  well-informed  Englilkman,  on  the 
lowing  publications  pave  appeared  :  Grounds  of  the  .  late  AlTociations, 
44  Six  EiTays.  on  Natural  Rights,  &c.”  44  a  Letter  .to  the  AfTociatorsy 
Liberty,  and  Slavery,  each’ 44  Man's  by  J.  Cartwright,  Efq.”  44  the; 
heft,  Right,  See.  b.v  R.  Naves,.  A.  Village  Affpciation, .or  the  Politico' 
M.”  44  the,  Importance  of  -preferv-  of  Edley.;”  and  44  the  Errorsof  Mr«y 
irig  inviolate  the  Syffiem:  of  -Civil  Pitt’s  Ad miniihtition,  many,  recent, 
Government,  by.  1.  .Brown  44  a;  important,  and  dangerous.” 
fhqrt  Treatise  on  the  Danger  of  The  following  publications  ape 
levelling  Principles,  by  I..  S.  Cochs,  peared  on  Indian  politics:  44  Hif- 
M.  P.”  44  Tho/aghts  on  Liberty  torical  View  of  Plans  for  the -Go-. 
and.Equality,my;Sir  EugIus  Barfons,  vernment  of  India  p’  a  voluminous 


Hart.”  4i  Eilay  on  the  Natural 
Equality  of  Man,  by.  Wf,  L.  Brown, 
D.  DA  44  Order,  before  Anarchy 
44  the  Duties  of  Flan,  or  Civil  Order 
Public  Sab;:  ;  ;”  44.Obibrvations  on 
the  Coiiftitutipn,  by  T.  Somer¬ 
ville,  ,D.  D.”  44  Fact  without  Fal¬ 
lacy. 


work,  containing  a  variety  of  in- 
terefting  information  ;  44  Thoughts, 
on  the  Expediency  of  fettling-  Per¬ 
manent  Laws  with,  the  Landholder^ 
in  Bengal,  Eahar,  and  OriiTa 
ThreeLetters  on  importing  Bengal* 


or 


ifutipmi ,  k  i 

11  if  A,  ’  ~ 
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Sugars;”  44 abLetierto the  Proprie- 


“.fhe  Pfin.ciples^f.tlic  Britiih  Con- 
flitution  explained  ;”.  and  44  the  Ex- 


tors  by  J.  Princep  flu-44  Reports  of 
the  Seledl  Committee.  omtheTxportt 
Trade  to. tiie  E  ail  Indies:;”  Aa  View  ' 
ample  of  France  a  Warning  to  Eng-  of  the  GontsDed;  Points  5hetwe&*  ‘ 
land,  by  A.  Young,  Efq.”  Admiruftraticn  and:  the  Ealt  India. 

To  theje  we  .may  add  44  Peace  Company  a  44  Letter  to  R.  B1. 
and  Union  recommended  to  the  Sheridan,  Efq*.  on  the-' Renewal  oi  ■ 
afiocLted  Bodies  of  Republicans  thy  E_.  I.  Company’s  Charter 1 
and  Anti  republicans,  by  W.  Frend,  44  a  Letter  from  Mr.  Francis  to 
A.  M-  ’  44  Political  Correfp.oa-  Lord  North,  with  an  Appendix;”.. 


on  cafnierine 


Pence  on  the  Icacung  Charadbers  and  44  the  Eaft  India  Charter  conhder- 
E vents  of  the  prefect  pay  44  A  ,  ed,by  ;W.  Fox;.”  44  the  Cafeof  the< 
Iwtt'er  on  Poe  Impolicy  of  Standing  Proprietors  of  Eaft .  India  Annui- 
Ae?pie§.  in  times  of  Peace  44  An  ties;”  and  44  Debates  at  the  India 

Koufe,  on  Contract  Shipping^  on* 
importing  Sugar,  on  the  Services  of 
their  Officers,  -  and  on  the  Com¬ 
pany’s  C carter,”  reported  by  W. 
Wood  fall*  >  .  /.  R  F'Ut  cl 

Jn  this  nlace  alfo  we  have  to  a  im  ■ 
-  f  ‘  ‘  Uoj.Uu  bifb. nOuFiCe:-' 


Addrefs  to  the  Ru 

Military  Officers,  by  Hugh  Lord 
Sempill 44  Notes  o.n  the  Claims 
of  Rr'tifh  Peers  to  vote  at  the. Scotch 
Fk’Dions  Martin’s  44  lie t ter  on 
thy  Jui'ifdidlicn  of  .the  £ourt  of 
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n q ii nc e  th e-  feco 1 1  d.  part  of  DrTridD 
ley’s  44  Appeal  to  the  Public  on  the 
ubjeft  6f  the  Riots  at  Birming- 
am;”  which  affords  additional 
grounds  fot  regret  on  account  of  the 
ftiffe rings  of  that  refpeflable  charac¬ 
ter  from  the  efforts  of  bigotry  and 
party  Spirit,  and  for  detection  of 
the  m.ean,  immaiaiy,  and  difhoneft 
arts  which  were  praclifed  to  render 
him  the  objefl  of  odium  to  the  ig¬ 
norant  and  unprincipled. 

,  To  crowd  our  page  with  any  ad¬ 
ditional  articles  under  the  head  of 
politics,  would  be  inconfiffent  with 
the  nature  of  our  work  ;  while,  to 
have  entirely  overlooked  thofe 
which  we  have  inferted,  might  have 
been  deemed  a,  reprehend ble  omif- 
ffon. 

We  come  now  to  fuch  publica¬ 
tions  of  the  year  as  are  to  be  refer¬ 
red  to  the  head  of  critical,  claflical, 
and  polite  literature.  And  the  fir  it 
which  calls  for  our  notice  is,  44  an 
Hebrew  and  Ensjifh  Lexicon,  with- 
cut  Points ;  in  which  the  Hebrew 
and  Chaldee  Words  of  the  Old  Tef- 
tament  are  explained  in  their  lead¬ 
ing  and  derived  Senfes,  ike.  by 
John  Purkhurff,  A  M.”  This  is 
the  third  Edition  of  an  elaborate 
and  valuable  work,  which  original¬ 
ly  appeared  before  the  commence¬ 
ment  of  our  annual  labours.  The 
fir  ft  edition  was  publifhed  in  the 
year  1 762  :  the  fecond,  with  en¬ 
largements  and  improvements,  in 
1778.  In  preparing  the  prerent 
edition,  which  is  ftiil  farther  en¬ 
larged  and  improved,  Mr.  Park- 
hurft  has  availed  him  Self  of  the  aid 
of  feveral  important  works  in  He¬ 
brew  literature,-  which  have  been 
publifhed  of  late  years  on  the  Con- 
t i  ricii t,  a n d  in  0x1  r  o w n  c o u n t r y . 
Nor  has  he  confined  himfeif  foltly 
to  thefe.  44  Not  only  the  lexico¬ 
graphers  and  verb’ll  critics,  but  the 
snore  enlarged  phiiologUJs,  the  writ- 


I  T  R  A'  f  U  R  E.  [*65] 

ers  or  natural  and  civil  hi  dory, 
travellers  ancient  and  modern  into 
the  eaftern  countries,  and  even  the 
poets,  have  been  made  to  draw  wa¬ 
ter  for  the  fervice  of  the  fanfluary, 
or  to  contribute  their  quotas  to  the 
illuff  ration  of  the  Hebrew  Scrip¬ 
tures.”  I11  this  edition,  likewife, 
“  the  principal  various  readings  in 
Dr.  Kehnicott’s  Hebrew  biblehave 
been  carefully  noted,  and  fubmitted 
to  the  reader’s  confideration  and 
judgment.”  To  the  Lexicon  are 
prefixed  an  Hebrew  and  Chaldee, 
grammar,  without  points,  which 
appear  to  be  well  adapted  to  the 
ufe  of  learners.  The  indtiftrv  and 
learning  which  Mr.  Parkhurft  has 
employed  on  this  work,  entitle  him 
to  the  thanks  of  the  Undent  in  bib¬ 
lical  literature;  and  from  the  nu¬ 
merous  iliuftratiohs  of  feripture 
which  he  has  introduced  from  the 
various  fourc.es  above  mentioned, 
thofe  who  are  more  advanced  in  a 
critical  acquaintance  with  the  fa- 
cred  lano-nage,  may  derive  ufeful 
information  and  entertainment. 
And  notwithftatjdjng  that  we  may 
fometiines  fee  reafon  to. differ  wide¬ 
ly  from  our  author  in  his  explica¬ 
tions,  we  confider  his  work  to  be 
the  beft  Hebrew  Engiifh  Lexicon 
extant. 

The  44  Coclex,  Theodori  Bezae, 
Cantabrigienfis,  Evangelia  Sc  A- 
poftolorum  Acta  compleciens, 
&c.”  publiflied  by  Dr.  Kioliag,  in 
Twovols.  with  an  introduclojy  pre¬ 
face  and  notes,  is  the  fecond  grand 
work  of  the  kind  which  has  been 
produced  in  this  country  within  the 
fpace  of  le/s  than  eight  years.  The 
firft  was  a  typographical  lac-fimileof 
the  Alexandrian  manuscript  of  the 
New  Teiiament,  publifhed  by  Dr. 
W.oide  of  which  valuable  and  ac¬ 
curate  work  we-gave  an  account  in 
our  Regifter  for  the  year  1 786..  The 
pnnent  work  is  a  typographical  fa c- 
fiimil.e  of  a  celebrated  Greek  inarm- 
R  4  Lript, 
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fcr  i  pt,  with  a  Latin  verb  of), pre fen te d : 
to  the  imiverfity  of  Cambridge  by  the 
venerable  and  learned  Beza,  arid  al¬ 
lowed  to  be  a  very  ancient  and  'Va¬ 
luable  exemplar  of  the:  four  gofpels, ' 
and  the  Adis  of  the  apo files.  In 
point  of  external  appearance,  Dr. 
Kipling’s  publication  is  much  more 
magnificent  and  fplendid  than  Dr. 
Woide’s :  how  far  it  equals  it  in 
accuracy  and  fidelity,  can  only  be 
determined  by  thofe  who  have  an 
opportunity,  of  comparing  it  with 
the  manufcript.  The  objeCt  of  the 
preface  is,  lit,  to  fhew  that  the 
Cambridge  manufcript  is  at  leafl  as 
old  as  the  Alexandrian,  if  not  older; 
adly,  to  give,  the  opinions  of  the 
learned,  .and' of  the  editor,  with  re- 
fbeCt  to  its  nature  and  excellence; 
3dly,  to  trade  its  birth-place,  and 
peregrinations ;  and  laftlv,  to  de- 
fcribe  its  external  form,  &c.  Whe¬ 
ther  the  learned  reader  be  fatisfied, 
or  otherwife,  with  Dr.  Kipling’s 
account  of  the  manufcript,  and  his 
reafonings  in  fupport  of  its  fuperi- 
ority  in  point  of  excellence  and 
utility,  he  will,  neverthelefs,  ac¬ 
knowledge  himfelf  greatly  indebted 
to  him  for  the  laborious  talk  which 
he  has  executed  ;  and  to  the  uni- 
verfity- of  Cambridge,  for  defraying 
the  cx pence  of  the  printing.  We 
ir.ake  no  oblcrvations  on  the  doc¬ 
tor’s  ft  vie  and- language,  which  have 
cahed  forth  -  the  ccnfures  of  wits 
and  fevere  critics. 

Among  others,  Dr.  Edwards,  in 
h’s  “  Remarks  on  Dr.  Kipling’s 
Preface  to  Bed. a,  Part  I.”has  attack  ¬ 
ed  his  literary  pretentions,  as  well 
•as  his  reafonings,  in  the  mo  ft  keen 
and  pointed  terms,  and  with  a  con- 
fiderabie  degree  of  fuccefs. :  But 
what  is  of  more  importance  to  the 
learned  world,  he  has  detected  in- 
"accuracies  in  the  fat* Emile,  which 
detraCt  from  its  .value. '  In  one  half 
page 'he  has  pointed  out  three  er- 
-  tors ;  a  n 4  -  ’  ap p  1  y  i  n  g  a  Hf  le  w  h  i  c  h 
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Dr.  Kipling  hifnfdf.  adopted  t  to 
difeoter  -the  ntihabef  of  WetfteinV 
blunders,  i n  ‘noting  the  various 
readings  of  the  Codex  Bezae*  com- 
cludes  that  the  Whole  work  :'  mu  ft: 
contain  4968  errors.  This  is  . not 
meant  as  lefious  argument;  but  is 
defigned  to  correct  the doCtor’fc ilfi* 
beraiity,  and  to  convince  him  of  the 
propriety  of  keeping  in  mind,  in 
future,  hi  hiS  double  capacity  of 
critic  and  theologue,  the  i’criptural 
adages,  “  with  what  judgment  ye., 
judge,  ye  fhall  be  judged  ;  and  with 
urhat  meafure  ye  mete,  it  fhall  be 
meafured  to  you  again.”  ■: 

«  The  Cratylus,  Phaedo,  Parme¬ 
nides,  and  Timaeus  of  Plato,  tranf- 
lated  from  the  Greek  by  Thomas  - 
Taylor,  &c.”  is  the  production  of 
an  author,  who,  to  a  reverence  al- 
moft  idolatrous  for  the  character  of 
Plato,  unites  an  enthufiaftic  attach- 
ment  to  the  fanciful  and  wild  re¬ 
veries  of  his  later  followers,  and  an 
avowed  faith  in  the  doCtrines  of 
pagan  theology.  The  peculiari¬ 
ties  connected  with  fuch  a  turn  of 
mind,  and  fuch  a  creed,  abound  in 
the  preface,  introductions,  and 
notes,  which  form  nearly,  one  half 
of  the  volume  before  us.  This 
tranflation  appears  to  have  been 
undertaken  in  expectation  of  failing 
a  new  fcbool  of  Platon  ills,  “iii 
which  men’s  attention  will  be  recal¬ 
led  from  fluctuating  and  delufive 
objects,  to  permanent  and  real 
being.”  Independently,  however* 
of  the  author’s  particular  views', 
we  think  his  defign  of  bringing  the 
Englifh  reader  acquainted  with1  the 
writings  of  Plato;  highlw  to  be 
commended.  The  manner  in  which 
he  has  executed  it,  appears  to  foe,. in 
general,  accurate  and  faithful ;  but 
d?s  occaftonallv  rendered  obfeure-b.y 
his  aiming  too  clofelv  at  literal  ex¬ 
act  nefs,  or  by  his  ton  do  els  for  the 
phrafeologv  of  the  fchool  of  which 
he  is- a  Hi  lei  pie.  v*v.-t  jib:> '  rbiriw 

From 
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~  FYomqtha  fame  pen  we  are  pre- 
fented'  with i  #  Salluft  on  the  Gods 
and  the  World,  -and-  the  Pythagoric 
Sentences  of .  Hemophilus,  trans¬ 
lated  from-'  the  Greek ;  and  five 
Hymns  of  Troclns,  in  the  Original 
Greek,  with  a  Poetical  Verfion ;  to 
which  are  added,  five  Hymns  by 
the  Tran flator.”  The  Salluft.  whofe 
work  is  here  rendered  into  Englifn, 
was  a  difciple  of  the  Platonic  fchool, 
who  fioirri  filed  at  a  period  which  it 
h  not,"  perhaps,  iafy  ex  aft  I  y  to  as¬ 
certain.:  His  treatife  appears  to  us 
to  be  full  of  myfticifm  and  abfurdi- 
ty  ;  and  might  have  been  Suffered 
to  remain  im oblivion,  without  any 
injury  to  the  caufe  of  literature, *  or 
philofophy.  The  Sentences  of  He¬ 
mophilus  contain  folid  good  fenfe, 
intelligible  to  the  uninitiated.  From 
the  hymns  of  Procius,  and  the  doc¬ 
trines  they  are  intended  to  convey, 
we  cannot  fay  that  we  have  receiv¬ 
ed  any  edification.  They  are  tranf- 
lated,  however,  not  inelegantly,  and 
in  the  fpirit  of  the  original.  The 
fame  fpirit  is'  difplayed  in  the  trans¬ 
lator's  hymns;  whofe  enthufiafm, 
in  endeavouring  to  revive  the  doc¬ 
trines  of  paganifm,  is  one  of  the  cu¬ 
rious  phenomena  which  mark  the 
clofe  of  the  eighteenth  century. 

“  Thu  Loves  of  Camarupa  and 
Cat  n  a  lata,  an  ancient  Indian  Tale 
elucidating  the  Cuftoms  and  Man¬ 
ners  of  the  Orientals,  &c.  tranilated 
from  the  Perfian  by  W.  Franklin,” 
compofe  a  ftory  which  is  held  in 
high  eftirriation  by  thofe  natives 
who  have  perufed  the  original,  and 
which  is  recommended  to  the  cu- 
riofity  of. the  European  reader,  by 
fir  William  Jones,  prefident  of  the 
Afiatic  Society.  To  thofe  who  are 
delighted  with  the  boldnefs  of  fancy, 
and, the  originality  of  invention 
which  diftinguifti  the  tales  of  the 
Eaft,  and  who  wifh  to  become  ac¬ 
quainted  with  every  document 
which  can.  ferve  to  throw  light  on 


the  antiquities  and  manners  of  its. 
early  .inhabitants,  this  translation 
will  afford  pleafor.e  and  entertain-* 
ment.  It  is-  executed  in  a  neat  and 
Spirited  manner,  and  is  illuftrated 
by  ufefuloqtesN 

crO  The:  Works  of  Cornelius  Ta¬ 
citus,  By  Arthur  Murphy,  eiq.  with 
an  Eflay  on  the  Life  and  Genius  of 
T acitus,  N otes,  :  Supplements,  and 
Maps,  in  4  Volumes,”  wilt  prove 
a  valuable  and  pleating  aeceffion  to 
Englifh  literature,  in  which  a 
complete  tranllatlon  of  that  in- 
ftruftive  and  intereftrng  hifiorian, 
juft  to  his  fenfe,  and. recommended 
at  the  fame  time  by  the  graces  of 
fine  writing,  has  long  been  a  . defir- 
deratum.  The  firft  volume  con¬ 
tains  the  Life  of  Tacitus,  the  firft 
fix  Books  of  the  Annals,  .with 
notes,  and  a  Supplement  to  the  fifth 
book.  The  feconri  volume  con¬ 
tains  the  remaining  Books  of  the 
Annals  which  have  been  preferved, 
with  Notes,  an  Appendix  to  the 
Sixteenth  Book,  and  a  genealogical 
table  of  the  Catfars.  The  third 
volume  confifts  of  the  five  Books 
of  the  Hiftory,  \yith  Notes,  and  an 
Appendix  to  the  fifth  Book.  The 
fourth  volume  contains  the  Treatife 
on  the  {ituatiQn  and  manners  of  the 
Germans,  the  Life  of  Agricola,  and 
the  Dialogue  concerning  Oratory, 
now  very  generally  afetibed  by  the 
learned  to  Tacitus  ;  the  whole  ac¬ 
companied  with  numerous  notes. 
To  each  volume  is  added  a  geogra¬ 
phical  table,  or  an  alphabetical  in¬ 
dex  of  the  names-  of  places,  rivers, 
&c.  mentioned  in  it,  The  EfTay 
on  the  Life  and  Genius  of  i  acitus, 
which  is  compoied  from  Such  Scat¬ 
tered  fragments  as  the  aufhor  was 
able  to  collect,  is  written  with  judg¬ 
ment  and  tafte;  and  is  follov/ed  by 
an  account  of  the  works  of  that 
hifiorian,  from  their  appearance 
after  the  revival  of  letters,  and 
an  ,  enumeration  of  their  diffe¬ 
rent 
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rent  tranflators....  Mr,  Murphy's 
iuppleroental  parts  are,  intended  to 
continue  the  narrative  where  it.  is 
interrupted,  from  the  mutilated  traps 


in  which  foipe  ol  .tne  ( books  -have, 
been  tranirnitted  to  us.  :  'They,  af¬ 
ford  srnple  evidence  of  his  diligence 
and, accuracy  in  felectiug  materials, 
and  of  his  being  a  proficient  hi  the 
excellencies  or  arrangement  and 
fiyie.  In  the  copious  notes  which 


are  added  to  each  volume,  Mr. 


Murphy  has  not  only  availed  him- 
fe If  of  the  labours,  of  preceding 
tranflators,  but  has  given  the  re- 
fult  of  his  own  various  invediga- 
tions,  and  has  inferted  many  in- 


ft ruedive  and  entertaining  comments 
on  his  original.  With  re  1  peel  to 
the  merits  of  Mr.  Murphy's  ver- 
fion,  it  is  undoubtedly  written  “  in 
filch  Englijh ,  as  an  JEpgVjlrman  of 
tafh  may  read  without  difguil  j” 
for  the  language  is  in  a  high  degree 
correct,  elegant,  and  polifhed.  In 
a  critical  acquaintance  with  his  ori¬ 
ginal,  he  appears,  perhaps,  unri¬ 
valled.  The  .fersfie  of  Tacitus  he 
always  prefer  ves;  and  is  peculiarly 
happy  in  diffufing  perfpicuity  over 
many  palTagts,  which  his  ablell  pre- 


deceffors  in  the  work  of  tranfiation 


have  left  perplexed  and  obfeure. 
Thofe  readers,  however,  who  are 
intimately  acquainted  with  the  if  vie 
and  manner  of  the  original  will  per¬ 
ceive,  that  the  tranfiation  is  fre¬ 
quently  paraphraftic  :  which,  per¬ 
haps,  will  be  allowed  to  have  been 
unavoidable,  when  the  immenfe  dif¬ 


ficulty  is  confidered  of  transfufing; 
the  full  meaning  and  fpirit  of  the 
moil  fententicus  and  energetic  of 
the  Roman  writers,  into  a  language 
fio  different.- in.  idiom  and  firucfure 
•as  is  the  Englifh.  The  occasional 
references  in  the, notes  to  temporary 
politics,  are  beneath  the  dignity  of 
the  work. 

During  tire  prefent  year,  Mr. 
Gilbert  Wakefield  has  prefen  ted  the 
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ppblic  with  a  fourth  volume. of  hi# 

Silva  Grit jea,]’  in  which  the  fame 
indefatigable  induffry,  learning, and 
critical  acumen  are.  difeovyrabie, 
as., in  the  preceding  volumes,  .which 
we  have  fucce.ilivel.y.  announced  to 
our  readers.  The  labours  of  the 
author  as  a  philologiff,  arid  the  zpa| 
which  he  has  uniformly  difeoyered 
throughout  tfiefe  volumes,,  to  qfyer-- 
tain  the  precife  meaning  of  fire  lan¬ 
guage  of  feripture,  without,  any., 
bias  on  his  mind  in  favour  oT  the 
particular  dogmas  of  any  feci  or 
party,  entitle  him  to  tire  grajjtude 
and  encouragement  of  every  liberal 
fcholar,  however  widely  he  may 
differ  from  him  in  opinion.  With 
this  imprefiion  on  our  minds,  it  was 
with  borrow  and  fharne,  we  learned 
from  the  advertifement  prefixed  to' 
this  part  of  his  woi  k,  that  his 
fuppofed  -heretical  pravitv,  in  the 
eitimation  of  fame  of  the  leading 
men  in  the  univerfity  of  Cambridge, 
had  difqualified  him  for  the  office 
of  verbal  critic  ifm  ;  and  that  the 
fyndics  had  refufed  him  a  privilege 
which  he  had  been  accuftamed  f:o 
enjoy,  of  having  his  works  printed 
at  tne  univerfity  prefs.  Such  con¬ 
duct  reflects  indelible  difgrace  on 
the  promoters  of  the  unmanly  pro¬ 
hibition. 

Mr.  Tweddell’s  u  Prolufiones 
Juveniles,  R  numbs  Acadeimcisclig- 
nata?,”  confift  of  thirteen  prize  ex- 
ercifes  at  Cambridge ;  of  which  five 
are  in  Greek,  or  Latin  verfe,  fix  in, 
Latin  probe,  and  two  in  Englifh 
profe.  They  are  the  offspring  of 
a  vigorous  and  well,  informed  mind* 
amply  adorned  with  claffical  attain- 
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ments,  and  animated  bv  a  zealous 
attachment  to  the  interefis  of  virtue 
and  liberty.  Dl  fungi  billed  by  the 
marks  of  true  genius,  elegant,  coir- 
redl,  and  energetic,  they  will,  be 
read  with  pleafure  by  the  fcholar  5 
and  afford  a  fair  pledge  of  the 
advantages  which,  the  "canfe'  of 

literature. 


DOMESTIC  L 
literature  may  derive  from  the 

'  i  .  ..  .  4  . 

Author’s  exertions,  in  more  mature 
life.  • 

“  The  Principles  of  Eloquence, 
adapted  to  the  Pulpit  and  the  Bar, 
by  the  Abbe  Maury,  mandated  from 
the  French,  with  additional  Notes, 
by  John  Neal  Lake,  A.  M.”  fug¬ 
ged:  various  practical  hints,  refpeCt- 
ing  the  exercife  of  the  art  of  ora¬ 
tory,  illudrated  by  examples,  which 
will  be  lifeful  to  the  ftudent.-  The 
manner  in  which  the  abbe  writes, 
is  peculiarly  animated  and  impref- 
nve,  and  well  adapted  to  ii  lull  rate 
the  precepts  which  he  enforces.  To 
his  critique,  however,  upon  the 
Englifh  preachers,  we  cannot  en¬ 
tirely  fubfcribe  ;  and  we  think  that 
the  models  which  he  recommends, 
from  the  French  fchool,  fhould  be 
cautioudy  followed  by  thofe  who 
would  wifh  to  be  ufeful,  and  accep¬ 
table  preachers  on  this  fide. the  wa¬ 
ter.  The  dudyof  a  happy  medium, 
in 'which  the  different  by les  of  .the 
bed  mailers  in  both  countries 
diould  be  judicioufly  blended, 
would,  we  conceive,  tend  greatly 
to  the  improvement  of  pulpit  ora¬ 
tory.  Mr.  Lake  lias  executed  his 
trandation  in  the  fpirit  of  the  ori¬ 
ginal,  and  has  enriched  it  with  va¬ 
luable  notes  from  French  and  Eng- 

•  4  5  o 

bfh  writers. 

The  44  Difconrfe'  delivered  to  the 
Students  of  the  Royal  Academy,  on 
the  Diftribution  of  the  Prizes,  De¬ 
cember  io,  1 79 h,  &rc.  by  the  Prefi- 
dent,”  contains  an  hidorical  dieted 
of  the  progrefs  of  the  fine  arts  from 
the  earlied  times  to  the  p relent ; 
points  out  the  principal  caufes  of 
their  late  rapid  progrefs  in  theEng- 
Jsifh  fchool  ;  and  offers  pertinent 
and  ufeful  advice,  on  moral  as  well 
as  profeffional  topics,  to  the  voting 
academicians.  How  far  the  critical 
pbfervations  which  occur  in  this 
difconrfe  are  original  ancl  important, 
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and  evidences  of  the  preddent’s  ex- 
ten  five  knowledgeahci  correfl  take, 
we  mud  leave  to  be  decided  by 
other  judges.  As  a  literary  per 
formaiiCe,  Ids  work  is  not  entirely 
fan  kiefs.  The  reader will  perceive 
in  it  feme  obfeuritics  of  dv Inf  and 
inelegancies,  as  well  as  inaccuracies 
of  language,  Which  candour  mar 
fairly  aferibe  to  a  want  of  praidicb 
in  literary  com  DO  fit  ion. 

y  I 

Mr,  Craig’s  44  Efiay  on  the  Studv 
of  Nature,  in  drawing  Landfcapfq 
with  Illudrative  Prints,  'etWravelT 

9  O 

by  the  Author,”  is  a  well  written 
and  elegant  production,  from  which 
the  young  artid  may  derive  confi- 
derable  benefit.  The  caiitionarv 
remarks  which  it  enforces,  againb 
differing  the  judgment  and  fade  to 
be  perverted  by  the  artificial  rules, 
which  many  practitioners  prefer! be, 
and  the  directions  which  it  gives 
the  dudent,  appear  to  11s  to  be  in¬ 
tending  and  valuable. 

The  44  Catalogue  of  Engraved 
Britifh  Portraits,  from  Egbert  the 
Great  to  the  Prefent  Time,  confid¬ 
ing  of  the  Edigiesyof  Perfons  in' 
every  Walk  cf  Human  Life,  as  well 
thofe  whole  Services  to  their  Coun¬ 
try  are:  recorded  in  the  Annals  of 
EngKfft  Hidorv,  as  others,  whole 
Ex-centricity  of  Character  rendered 
them  conipicuons  in  their  Day,  &c.  . 
by  Henry  Bromley,”  contains  little 
more  than  a  fyllahus  of  names.  It 
will,  however,  prove  a  valuable. ac- 
quidtibn  to  the  connoifleur;  while 
the  biographer  and  antiquary  may 
receive  ufeful  information  from  the 
ihferiptions  which  it  preferves.  It 
is  a  copious  catalogue,  and,  as  far 
as  we  can  determine,  arranged  with 
judgment  and  accuracy. 

In  our  Regiber  for  the  year  1  79  r,. 
we  announced  a  publication,  under 
the  title  of  44  Curiodties  of  Litera¬ 
ture,”  0:1  which  we  bedovved  a  li¬ 
beral  portion  of  commendation. 

During 
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|>«s*ij3g  the  prefent  year,  a  fecorul 
volume  of  that  compilation  ,  .has. 
made  its-  appearance,:  to  which,  the 
author,..  Mr.  j,  Jh’Ifraeli,.  has  pre¬ 
fixed  his  name.U  Of  this  volume,  it: 
is  filth c lent  to  fay*.  that  ft  preients 
the-  reader  with  t he;  fame  . kind,  of 
choke  and  elegant  entertainment 
with  the  former.  It  difplays  the 
sfftii.lt  of. a:- greater.,  extent  oh  reading  ; . 
an, d  equal  judgment  and  take  in  the, 
kdedtlon. 

The  A  pifiertatkxi  on  Anec- 
(igtftSj’’  by  the  fame  author,  maybe 
cqnlidered  as  a n!  introduction  to  the 
work  which  we  have  juft  noticed, 
Intended  to  imprefs  on  the  minds 
of  the-  public,;  a  feme,  of  the,  im- 
|).ortance  and  value  ok  fuph  collec¬ 
tions  It  is  a  lively  and  ingenious 
performance,.  and  vindicates,  in  an 
able  manner,  the  detaifer,  who  not 
«xifty  tranferibes  anecdotes,  but  ani¬ 
mates  them  with  judicious  reflec¬ 
tions,  from  the  charge  oh  literary 
trifling. 

6 4  The  Reveries  of  Solitude,  con¬ 
fining  of  Effays  in  Profe,  a  New 
Tranflatkm  of  the  Mufcipula,  and 
Original  Pieces  in  Verle,  by  the 
Editor  of  Columella,  Eugenius, 
&cf”  are  the  production  of  a  man 
of  fetters  and  tafte,  who  has  fre¬ 
quently  contributed  to  the  inftrue- 
sion  and  aniufemqnt  of  the  public. 
The  ciTavs,, which  are  rnifceUane- 
«*u%  are  uniformly  lively  and  good- 
humoured,  excepting  where  the.au- 
ti\or  has  introduced  political  reflec¬ 
tions,  and.  happily  ex  pole  many  of 
the  foibles  and  lollies  of  mankind. 
The  translations,  whether  in.  prole 
or  verfe,  are  -well  executed  ;  and 
fuch  original  pieces  as  mamfeft  the 
author^  attachment  to.  the  mufes, 
are  pleading.  and,  animated.-,  They 
appear,  howeyeiq  to  have  bqen:  writ¬ 
ten  on  the  impu’fc-of  .the  moment* 
to  enktiafv  himfe.il  and, Iks-  friend^ 


rather  than  to  eftablifh  his  claim  to 
any  high  degree  of  poetical  merit.-  . 

In  -  the  number  of  npu blications 
which  belong  exc  lu  lively  to  the 
head  otipoetical  tranlkition  and  poe-< 
try,  we  meet  with  u  The  Works 
of  Callimachus,  tr anfta ted  i n t o  £ n g - : 
lifli  Verfe  :  the  Hymns  and  Epi¬ 
grams  from  the  Greek  i  with  the 
Coma  Berenices  from  the  Eatin  of 
Catullus,  with  the  Original  T4xt, 
&c.,  by  H.  W.  Tytler,  /M.  J>.A 
Callimachus,  every  man  of  learn¬ 
ing  knows,  was  one  of  the  keepers 
of  the  Alexandrian  library,  an  da. 
favourite  of  Ptolemy  fthiiaddlphuk 
king  of  Egypt,  on  account  of  -  his. 
valuable  literary  productions.  Of  his 
various  competitions,  the  Hymns, 
Pilegy,  and  Epigrams,  contained  ru 
the  prefent  volume,  are  all  that, 
have  efcaped  the  ravages  pf  time; 
and  with  thei'e  the  EngUlh  reader  has 
been  made  acquainted  only  through 
the  medium  of  very  indifferent 
t  ran  11  at  ions.  Dr.  Tytler  was  well 
qualified  to  fupplyChis  defect, on  acw 
countof  his  “indefatigable  induftry 
in  literary  refeaxches,  to  which  were 
added  the  rare  accompli fli men ts 
of  genius,  tafte,  and  imagination.” 
It  is  to  pe  lamented,  however,  that 
an  unfortunate  mdifpofition  under 
which  he  laboured,  prevented  him 
from  giving  the  finilhing  touches  to. 
his  verfiom  But  notwithlbnding 
this  difad  vantage  under  which,  like 
many  other  pofthunious  publica¬ 
tions,  it  has  been  uftiered  into  the. 
world,  it  mult  be  allowed  to  be  a, 
work  of  considerable  merit.  Of 
the  author’s  thorough  acquaintance 
with  the  original,  and  o.t  his  .•quali¬ 
fications  as  a  learned  and  ingenious 
commentator,.  it  altdrds .amplele’tfb 
dence.\  And  we  think  that  the.  earl 
of  Buchan,  who  •  edited:  .it,  hasrnat 
tranfgxeffkd  be  von d  trie:  boundaries 
o  f  anpar  t  nil  jfc  tit  i  c  ilrnyw ii  etc  he  Hates 
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in  the  preface,  that  u  in  the  trans¬ 
lation's-  of  Dr.  Tytler,  there  will  be 
found,  in  transfnfron  of  fentiment, 
corredlnefs  of  poetry  and  flvle,  and 
in  felicity  of  expreffion,  a  ftiperior 
degree  of  merit  to  thofe  publilhed 
by  the  unfortunate  Dr.  Dodd,  in 
the  year.  1755  ;  and  upon  the  whole, 
an  agreeable  acceffion  to  an  Englifli 
Cilaltical  library.,” 

The  author  of  u  An  EBay  to¬ 
wards  BtNew  Edition  of  the  Elegies 
of  Tibullus,  with  a  Tranfiation  and 
Noties,”  Seems  to  polfels  learning 
and- -critical  talents,  which  enable 
him  fully  to  underftand,  and  to 
comment  on  the  beauties  of  that 
elegant,  plaintive  poet.  But  from 
the  fpedmen  which  he  has  given  us 
of  his  powers  of  tranfiation,  we  do 
not  think  that  he  is  lulhcientiy  a 
favourite  with  the  mufes,  to  tranf- 
fufe  thofe  beauties  into  his  native 
language.  We  are  Surprized,  that 
at  a  period  when  the  elegiac  drain 
is  fo  generally,  and  fo  fuccefsfuliy 
cultivated,  we  do  not  meet  with 
any  complete  Engiifh  verb 011  of 
Tibullus.:  The  difficulty  of  tranf- 
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iation  cannot,  Surely,  deter  thofe 
cialftcal  fcholars  who  po fiefs  a  con¬ 
genial  talfe,  and  who  ar.e  habituated 
toTmoothnefs  .and  harmony  of  ver- 
Sification.  \ 

The  “  Imitations  of  Come  of  the 
Epigrams  of  Martial,  in  two  Parts,” 
are  diflinguiflied  by  very  confider- 
able  merit.  Into  the  lenfe  and  Spi¬ 
rit  of  his  model,  the  author  feems 
to  have  entered,  with  peculiar  re- 
lifh.  As  a  fatirical  poet,  and  man  of 
wit,  he  difplays  talents  which  have 
not  often  been  rivalled  by  modern 
writers  ;  and  in  epigrammatic  turn, 
he  has;  Still  fewer  competitors  for 
the  laurel.  And  what  will  recom¬ 
mend  his  imitations  to  the  Engiifh 
reader,  is  the  application  of  his 
powers  of  humour  and  fidicule  to 


modern  characters,  and’  modern 
m  anners  - 

Mr.  Hampfbn’s  Translation  of 

The  Poetics  of  Marcus1  Hierony¬ 
mus  Vida,  Bifhop  of  Alba,  is 
a  faithful  and  pleating  v  err  on  of  a 
work  which  has  been  long  ;de- 
fervedly  admired,  for  the  cori^Ct- 
nefs  of  its  latinity,  and  the  per- 
fpicuitv  and  precifion  with  which 
the  author  enforced  his  didactic  ob¬ 
servations.  'She  notes,  likewife* 
with  which  he  has  illuflrated  hh 
authors’s  meaning,  are  commend¬ 
able  teftimonies  to  his  indufiry  and 
critical  Ik  ilk  This  tranfiation  is  ac¬ 
companied  with  elegant  '  Engliffe 
Ver  fro  ns  of  Odes  by  bifhop  Lowths 
Mr.  Gray,  Dr.  Jortki,  and  of  the 
Odes  aScribed  to  Horace,  which 
were  infer  ted  in  our  poetical'  de¬ 
partment  for  the  year  1 789. 

“  The  Heroic  Elegies  and  btfhfcf 
Pieces  of  Ely wai'9  Hen,  Prince  o# 
the  Cumbrian  Britons,  with  a' 
literal  Tranfiation  by  William 
Owen,”  Will  be  particularly  accep¬ 
table  to  the  curious  in  Brififli  anti¬ 
quities.  The -poems  bear-  very 
lirong  internal  evidence  of  great 
antiquity .  Bii-bwhether  they  are -t® 
'bfffreferred^fd-dihea'rly  a  period  a* 
the  fi?^4%  OMtuty,  Owen 

contends,  or  are  tb'  be  confid-ered 
as  the  productions  of  later  bands, 
a  fori  bed  by  them  to  names  celebrat¬ 
ed  in  the  tales  of  tradition,  is  a 
point  which  the  logic  of  probabi¬ 
lity  ranft  decide,  and  not  any  cer¬ 
tain  original  documents  which  have 
hitherto  been  communicated  to  the' 
public.  Theie  poems  are  all  tri¬ 
plets,  and  are  tranllateti  in  a  literal 
and  perfpictious  manner.  Prefixed 
to  them,  we  End  a  curious  and  in¬ 
terfiling  account  of  ancient  Britilh 
Bardifm,  and  the  biography  of 
Llywarq.  •  From  the  fame  pen,  we 
are  promifed  the  works  Taliefin, 
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and  of  the  wlidle  feri.es  of  Britifh 
Bards.  We  wifh  the  tranflator  en¬ 
couragement  and  luce  eft.,  in  his 
undertaking,  as  it  may  contribute 
not  only  to  bring  us  better  ac- 
ouainted  with  the  tenets  of  the  an¬ 
cient  Druids,  a  fuhjedt  of  curious 
fpeculation,  and  not  yet,  perhaps, 
diu  ft  rated  from  fatisfadtory  data  ; 
but,  iikewife,  to  throw  light  on 
©bfeure  points  in  the  early'  hiftory 
of  our  country. 

u  Ver-Vert,  or  the  Parrot  of 
Meyers,  a  Poem,  in  four  Cantos, 
freejy  tranftated  from  the  French  of 
J.  B.  Greffet,”  prefents  to  the  Eng- 
lifla  reader  a  veriion  faithful  to  the 
.-  ftenfe,  if  it  cannot  be  laid  to  poftefs 
all  the  lightaefs  and  eafe  of  the 
original.  Greftet’s  poem  has  long 
been  admired  among  the  moil  ele¬ 
gant  of  the  mock  heroics.  And 
siotwithftanding  that  the  fubjecl, 
which  relates  to  the  internal  man¬ 
ners  of  convents,  may  be  left  in- 
terefting  in  this  country,  than  where 
fuch  inftitutions  ftill  exift,  the  poet 
has  neverthelefs  contrived  to  intro¬ 
duce  into  his  fpo.rti've  tale  a  variety 
of  circumftances,  of  defeription, 
and  of  character,  with  which  it  is 
impoftible  for  the  lovers  of  pleating 
and  of  humorous  poetry  not  to  be 
entertained. 

4i  Hu di bras,  a  Poem,  in  3  Cantos, 
by  Samuel  Butler,  in  3  Vok.”  is 
an  elegant  and  fplen-did  work,  cal¬ 
culated  for  large  libraries,  and  a- 
greeing  very  much,  in  the  orna¬ 
ments-  of  typography  and  the  en¬ 
graver's  art,  with  the  magnificent 
and  beautiful  edition  of  Don 
Quixote,- which  was  publifhed  in  the 
year.  17 Bo,  by  the  royal  academy 
of  Spam,  under  the  anfpices,  and 
at  the.  expence  of  his  late- -cat hoik 
inajelly,  1  his  edition'  is  accom¬ 
panied  by  a  variety -of  notes,  .many 
ct  which  are  the- •.editor's  own,  and 
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others  borrowed  from  former  com* 
mentatbrs,  or  private  papers  and  in¬ 
formation  to  which  lie  haft  kecefs. 
They  certainly  form  a  collection  of 
illuftrations  of  Butler,  far  fy  peri  or 
to  any  which  had  been  pubiiftied 
before;  and  will  afford  information 
and  pieafure.  to  the  admireiwof  fbat 
poet  in  general,  when  their  merits 
are  made  more  generally  'knovyir. . by 
their  being  publnheci  in  a  lefts  ’  ex¬ 
po  11  live  form.  b ,ft;. 

Mr.  Mackenzie’s  editiqn'of  ft  P0.1 
ems,  by  the  late  Rev.  Dr.  Thomas 
Blacklock,  See/'  belide  thofe  .con¬ 
tained  in  Mr.  Spence’s  edition,  oft 
1756,  prefents  to  the  public  feveral 
additional  pieces  by  that  celebrated 
blind  votary  of  the  Mufes,  npt'in- 
ferior  to  the  former,  which  have 
received  the  Itamp  of  public  appro-: 
bat-ion.  But  our  attention  was  par¬ 
ticularly  called  to  this  edition,,  by, 
the  elegant  account  of  the  lifer. and 
writings  of  Dr.  Blacklock,  drawn 
up  by  Mr.  Mackenzie,  which  me 
have  inferted  among  our  biographi-  ‘ 
cal  anecdotes  and  characters ;  and 
by  atranftation  from  the  French  of: 
Flauy's  celebrated  Eilay  on  the  Ivin - 
cation  of  Blind  Children,  to  which,-, 
on  account  of  its  great  importance,, 
we  fhould  have  been  glad  to  have, 
aftigned  a  place  among  our  extracts 
from  the  moft  valuable  pnbftica- 
tions  of  the  year,  had  we  not- been 
prevented  by  the  limits  -  within 
which  we  found  it  neceilary  to  con¬ 
fine  ourfelves.  '  .-  ft  /  k ,,, 


The  two  volumes1  of  ft  Poems,  •> 
by  Lady  Burrell,”,  contain  a  .va- : 
riety  of  pieces  of  different  /merit* .... 
whivh  appear  to  have  been  written.- 
in  thofe  hours/ of  relaxation  and. 


arnufement,  which  by  the  greater 
part''  of  the'  fail! ion able  world .  aj|g 
devoted  to  mofe/frivoiousV  and  lefts 
innocent  purfuits.  /  'Many .of,  tbegn, 
are  diftiiiguiftied’  by  elegance*,  fun* 
■'  R  .  .  plicity* 
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purity,  and  pathos  and  others-  by 
a  vein  of  pkafantry  and  good  hu¬ 
mour,  which  renders  them  agree¬ 
able  and  entertaining;. 

.  #  .  O  . 

Such,  likewile,  is -the  character  of 
the  volume  of  44  Poems,  by  Lady 
Manners.”'  The  Jentiments  which 
they  exprefs,  do  honour  to  the 
writer’s  principles  and  fenfibillty  ; 
arid'  the  numbers  in  which  thev  are 
written,  are,  in  general,  harmonious 
and  plealing. 

Mrs.  Robinfon’s. Poem's,  entitled 
ii  Sight,  the  Cavern  of  Woe,  and 
Solitude,”  difcover  the  fame  marks, 
of  genius,  poetical  imagery,  ten- 
tlern.efp  of  fehtiment,  and  harmony 
of  numbers,  which  we  have  had 
frequent  opportunity  of  commend¬ 
ing  in  the  productions  of  this  in¬ 
genious;  lady.  They  are  not,  how-, 
ever,  entirely  free  from  that  exit- 
berance  or  fancy,  thofe  far-fetched 
thoughts,  and  that  artificial  phra- 
feofogy,  which  diminifh  the  excel- 
ience  of  modern  poetry,  and  are 
particularly  difcernible  in  the  writ¬ 
ers  of  the  elegiac  fchool.  Thefe 
poems,  fince  their  find  appearance, 
have  been  collected  into  a  volume, 
with  various  others,  odes,  elegies, 
fonnets,  and  nufcellaneous  pieces, 
and,  form  a  proper  companion  to 
th'e’firft  volume  of  Mrs.  Robinfon’s 
Poems,  which  Were  noticed  by  us 
in  our  Regifter  for  the  year  1791. 

“  The  Emigrants,  a  Poem,  in 
Two  Books,  by  Charlotte  Smith,” 
describe,  in  plealing  numbers,  and 
in  pathetic  language,  thofe  circum- 
fti-rices,  in  the  cafe  of  the  French 
emigrants,  which  are  bed  fuited  to 
excite  the  fympathy  and  compaf- 
liOri  of  humane  minds ;  and  draw 
affediing  pictures  of  the  miferies  of 
oppfefiion,  and  of  war,  and  of  pri¬ 
vate  misfortune.  The  fpecies  of 
poetry  which  ftie  has ,  ch.olen,  is 
blank  verfe ;  in  which  vve,  do.  not 
thiiik  that  her  talents  appear  to  the 


fame  advantage  as  in  her  juilly -ad- 
mi  red  Sonnets. 

Mr.  Kelt’s  44  Juvenile  Poems” 
cbn.ii.ft,  partly  of  original .  poems, 
and  partly  of  tranftations.  His 
original  poems,  which  are  chiefly 
fonnets,  are  diffinguiflied  by  vigour 
of  fancy,  elegant  diction,  and  har¬ 
monious  verfincarion.  In  his  tranf- 
lations  of  fome  Greek  Epigrams,  of 
Jc.r  tin’s  Poem  011  the  Nature  of  the 
Soul,  arid  of  his  third  Ode,  he  has 
been  very  fuceefsful. 

Mr.  Kendall’s  44  Poems,”  com-’ 
Fh  of  elegiac  ffanzas,  occafionai 
veries,  fonnets,  fairy  fantafies,  and 
imitations  of  Catullus.  The  author 
pqffefies  a  warm  imagination,  much 
fenfibility,  and  a  cultivated  taffe  ; 
and  his  different  pieces  a  re.  recom¬ 
mended  by  their,  elegancej. and  their 
fimplicity.  W-e;  cannot  fay  that  they 
difcover  much  energy  or  origina¬ 
lity.  They  contain  promifes,  how¬ 
ever,  of  future  excellence.  The 
typographical  part  is  beautifully  ex¬ 
ecuted. 

Dr.  Drake’s  44  Poems”  are  claff- 
ed  under  the  heads  of  odes,  and 
ballads.  As  far  as  imagination  and 
powers  of  defeription  are  neceffiary 
to  conftiiute  the  character  of  a  poet. 
Dr.  Drake  is  entitled  to  it  in  a  con- 
fiderable  degree.  Pie  is,  however, 
often  unequal,  and  often  incorrect . 
Many  pafiages,  which  aye, energetic 
and  beautiful,  are  intermixed  with 
others,  which  are  ree  ble,  obi  cure,, 
and  to  us  quite,  unintelligible.  By 
beftowiny  a  little  more  attention  on. 
pruning  hi,s  luxuriances,  correct  nig¬ 
hts  phraseology,  apd  routing  hie 
mufe  when  fixe  is  difpoicd  to  llui.11  - 
her,  Dr.  Drake  may  become  a  re- 
fpeffable  candidate  for  poetic  fame, 

*  "il  Lewina,  the  Maid  of  Snowdon, 
a  Tale,  and  a  Poem  on  the  Land- 
feu  pcs  of  Great  Britain,  by  George 
Cumberland,”  are  productions.  of 
very  different  merits.  The  tormer 
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Is  Ample,  and  occaftonapy  pathetic 
and  interesting,  but  frequently  in- 
lipid  and  unpoetical.  The  latter, 
which  is  far  from  being  faultlefs  in 
point  of  diction  and  rhyme,  disco¬ 
vers  conftderable  powers  of  descrip¬ 
tion,  and  livelinefs  of  fancy  ;  and 
.Shews  that  the  author  poffeffes  a  fen- 
fible,  cultivated  mind.  With  greater 
attention  to  corredtnefs,  and  to  a- 
void  too  familiar  and  proSaic 
phrafeology,  the  author  may  rife  to 
eminence  in  defcriptive  poetry. 
T'hefe  poems  are  elegantly  printed, 
and  are  accompanied  with  etchings 
by  the  author,  from  his  own  origi¬ 
nal  drawings. 

Mr.  Wordsworth’s  “  Defcriptive 
Sketches  in  Verfe,  taken  during  a 
Pedeftrian  Tour  in  the  Italian, 
Grifon,  Swifs,  and  Savoyard  Alps,” 
among  many  harlh  lines,  obfcure 
expreffions,  and  incorredt  imagery, 
offer  to  the  reader  many  beautiful 
pidlures,  which  Ihew  that  he  was 
not  an  inattentive  or  infenfible 
Spectator  of  the  rich  fcenes  which 
he  vifited ;  and  that  he  poffeffes  a 
lively  and  fertile  imagination.  With 
a  chaftifed  tafte,  and  the  deliberate 
exercife  of  that  good  fenfe  in  which 
he  certainly  is  not  defedtive,  he 
might  render  his  poetry  a  pleafing 
companion  to  the  traveller  among 
thofe  interefting  fcenes. 

The  fame  remarks  apply  to 
u  An  Evening  Walk,  an  Epi ‘tie  in 
Verfe,  addreffed  to  a  young  Lady, 
from  the  Lakes  of  the  North  of 
England,”  by  the  fame  author. 

u  The  South  Downs,  a  Poem,” 
prefents  us  with  a  variety  of  picfu- 
refque  defcriptions,  and  entertain¬ 
ing  epifodes,  delivered  in  pleating, 
but  unequal  language;  and  it  en¬ 
forces  ufeful,  moral,  and  economi¬ 
cal  refledtions.  As  a  maiden  effay, 
it  is  deferving  of  encouragement : 
and  we  think  that  the  author’s  ta¬ 
lents,  if  he  cultivates  them  by  fludy, 


and  is  obfervant  of  the  remarks  of 
judicious  criticifm,  bid  fair  to  ren¬ 
der  him  a  very  agreeable,  and  an 
inftrudtive  poet. 

“  Love’s  Vidtims,  the  Hermit’s 
Story,”  is  taken  from  a  French  tale, 
in  Memoires  d’un  Homme  de  Qua- 
lite,  and  is  told  in  fimple,  pleafmg, 
and  flowing  language.-  The  events 
which  it  describes,  are  in  a  high  de¬ 
gree  interelling  and  pathetic. 

Mr.  Courtney’s  “  Poetical  and 
Philofophical  Effay  on  the  French 
Revolution,  addreffed  to  the  Right  . 
Hon.  Edmund  Burke,” is  a  fatirical 
poem,  written  with  great  fpirit  and 
freedom,  and  with  true  poetic  tafte. 
Mr.  Courtney  is  the  ardent  friend 
■of  liberty,  and  a  zealous  defender 
of  the  French  Revolution  :  and  his 
principal  objedl  in  this  poem  is,  to  ex- 
pofe#ie  opinions  of  thofe  who  wifli 
to  reftore  the  bulwarks  of  defpotifm; 
or  who,  in  exprelling  their  detefta- 
tion  of  the  efforts  of  the  French  to 
effablilh  their  independence,  pro- 
feribe  them  as  a  race  that  ought  to  ' 
be  exterminated  from  the  face  of  the 
earth. 

The  author  of  u  Topfy  Turvyv” 
who  was  alfo  the  editor  of  Salma-  • 
gundi,  makes  ufe  of  his  keen 
powers  of  ridicule,  in  turning  the 
laugh  againft  the  French  reformers, 
and  their  advocates  in  this  country. 
But  his  deftgn  extends  ftill  farmer.*  * 
He  wi flies  to  render  the  principal 
members  of  the  French  convention, 
the  objedfs  of  indignation  and  hor¬ 
ror.  The  anecdotes  and  tales,  which 
he  has  introduced  into  his  notes  for 
this  purpofe,  are  chiefly  gleaned  frojp 
anonymous  and  other  publications, 
which  are  virulent  in  the  extreme. 

The  poem  entitled,  “  Marat,  a 
Political  Eclogue,  in  Imitation  of 
the  Daphnis  of  Virgil,  with  Varia¬ 
tions,  Imitations,  and  Notes,  cri¬ 
tical  and  explanatory,”  employs  the 
powers  of  wit  and  humour,  in  ri¬ 
diculing 
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Ulc u ling  the  id  pooled  directors  of 
iorne  of  the  mi  mite  rial  new  i  papers, 
who  are  the  interlocutors  in  the 
Eclogue,  hi  lines  full df  true  poetry 
and  •p'enuiiie  fatire,  they  a Fe  made 
to  lament  the  death'  of  Mr  rat,  as 
Avhat'tntift  prove  injuYious  to'  their 
journals, ‘  and  to  the  caufe  of  the 
powers  combined  agaiiift  France. 
The  variations  and  notes  are  much 
in  the  flyle  ofthofeupon  the  Eolliad, 
which,  We  doubt  not,  are  perfectly 
in  the  re  col  left  ion  of  our  readers. 

From  Peter  Pindar?s  pen,  the 
public  have  received,  during  the 
prefent  year,  44  A  Poetical,  Serious, 
and  probably  Impertinent,  Epiftle 
to  the  Pope  ;  alfo  a  pair  of  Odes  to 
his  Holinefs,  on  his  keeping  a  dif- 
brderly  Ploufe,  &c.”  and  44  Pathe¬ 
tic  Odes:  the  Duke  of  Richmond’s 
Dog  Thunder,  and  the  Widow’s 
Pigs,  a  Tale;  the  Poor  Soldier  of 
Tilbury  Fort,  &c.”  in  which  his 
keen  weapons  of  irony  and  farcafm 
frill  cut  with  unblunted  edge. 

Of  the  following  articles,  our  li¬ 
mits  will  only  permit  us  to  infert 
the  titles:  “  Anatole,  Or  a  View 
of  the  Material  and  Immaterial 
Worlds ;  44  Verfes  on  Inoculation, 
by  W.  Lipfcomb  ;”  “Modern  Man¬ 
ners;”  44  Stonehenge,  infcrlbed  to 
•Mr.  Jeraingham  44  Fables  in 
Verfe,  or  prefent  Life  under  diffe¬ 
rent  Forms;’’  44  Sonnets,  by  a 
•Lady-;”  44  Duck  erift  eld  Lodge,  by 
W.  Hampton;”  44  Toe  Ruins  of  a 
Temple,  Lv  J.  JefFerfon  44  Retire¬ 
ment,  a  Poem,  by  R.  J.  Thorne 
H  Flowers  '  from  Sharon,  by"  R. 
Lee  4>  Gymnaftka-  Democratic?., 
or  Liberty  Games 46  Liverpool 
Odes,  by  J.  Churchill,  Jun.”  44  Po¬ 
verty  triumphant,  bv  X.  Rofta- 
neck  ;  44  Modern  France,  a  Poem, 
by  G.  Richards,  M.  A.”  44  The 
King’s  Houfe  at  -Winchefcer,  by  J. 
Wool!,  B.  A,”  44  The  Brunfwick 

^93- 


Laurel,  inferibed  to  Mr.  Fox  f9 

44  Addrefs  to  the  Author  of  the  Poe** 
tical  and  Phi!bfbtphkal-  EfTay  on  the 
French  RevolutfOh  44  Elegy,  Alp** 
poled  to  be  .  written  after  the  Mur¬ 
der  of  Louis  XVI.  by- J. -Clay 
44  A  Speech  at  the  Whig  Ciub, 
with  Notes--;”  44  Antigalli mania,  a 
Sketch  of  the  Alarm,  or  John  Bui! 
in  Hv Aeries;”  44  The  Genius  of 
Shakfpeare  ;”  44  The  Sweets  and 
Sorrows  of  Love  44  The  Triumph 
of  Freedom  anticipated ;”  44  The 
Levellers,  or  Satan’s  privy  Coun¬ 
cil  ;”  44  A  Poetical  E  pi  hie  to  Briti-fh 
Incendiaries,,  by  J.  Slow,  D.  D.” 
44  Ad  An  spins  Ode  Gratulatoria 
and  44  A  Friend  to  old  England,  by 
E.  Eyre,  Efq.” 

The  following  is>  a  lift  of  the 
Dramatic  publications  of  the  year  : 
44  Iphigenia  in  .Tauris,  a  Tragedy- 
from  the  German  of  Goethe  f* 
44  The  Carthufian  Friars,  a  Tra¬ 
gedy;”  44  The  Rival  Sifters,  a  Tra¬ 
gedy,  by  A.  Murphy,  Efq.”  44  The 
Siege  of  Berwick,  a  Tragedy,  by 
Mr.  Jerningham  :”  44  Raymond,  a 
Tragedy  ;”  ‘^Democratic  Rage,  or 
Louis  the  Unfortunate,  a  Tragedy, 
by  W.  Prefton  44  The  Dramatift, 
a  Comedy,  by  Frederic  Reynolds  ;” 
44  How  to  grow  Rich,  a  Comedy, 
by  the  fame  ;”  “  Notoriety,  a  Co¬ 
medy,  by  the  fame 44  Falfe  Co- 
fours,  a‘ Comedy,  by  E.  Morris  ;” 
44  Every  One  has  his  Fault,  a  Co¬ 
medy,  by  Mrs.  Inch  bald  44  The 
■London  Hermit,  a  Comedy,  by  J. 
O’Keefe  44  The  World  in  a  Vil¬ 
lage,  a  Comedy-,  by  the  fame;” 
44  The  Coventry  Aft,  a  Comedy, 
performed  at  Norwich 44  Sprigs 
of  Laurel,  a  Comic  Opera,  by  j. 
O’Keefe  44  Hartford  Bridge,  an 
operatic  Farce  44  The  Narcotic, 
and  Private  Theatricals,  two  dra¬ 
matic  Pieces,  by  J.  Powell “The 
Midnight  Wanderers,-  an  operatic 
°  S’  '  Farce;” 
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Farce 14  Caernarvon  Caftle,  an 
Opera  ;  44  T:  e. Female  Duellift,  an 
Aiter-Fifce  44  The.  Pad,  a  Farce  f  ’ 
2nd,44  The  IrRhman  in  London,  a 
Farce.5'’'  \  "fidfii 

Among  the  articles  which  we 
have  referred  to  our  mifcellaneous 
lift,  we  find  the  third  volume  of  the 
44  Afiatic  R, dearches,  or  Tran  fac¬ 
tions  of  the  Society,  inftituted  in 
.Bengal,  for  enquiring  into  the  Hif- 
tory  and  Antiquities,  the  Arts, 
Sciences,  and  Literature  of  Afia.” 
In  the  volume  before  us,  the  mem¬ 
bers  continue  their  inftrudtive  and 
entertaining  labours,  on  fubjeCts  of 
fcience,  literature,  natural  hiftorv, 
and  political  .economy,  with  undi- 
minifhed  reputation.  Among  the 
fqoft  valuable  papers  are  three  dif- 
fertations  by  the  prefident,  one  on 
the  numerous  tribes  and  nations 
bordering  on  India,  Arabia,  and 
.Tartary ;  another  on  the  mythical 
poetry  of  the  Perfians;  and  the  third, 
on  the  manner  .in  which  the  earth 
was  firft  peopled  :  and  an  impor¬ 
tant  article  on  Egypt  and  other 
countries,  adjacent  to  the  Cali  Ri¬ 
ver,  or  Nile  of  Ethiopia,  from  the 
ancient  books  of  the  Hindus,  by 
lieut.  Francis  Wilford. 

The  44  Letters  from  a  Father  to 
his  Son,  on  various  Topics,  rela¬ 
tive  to  Literature  and  the  Conduct 
of  Life,  by  J.  Aikin,  M.  D.”  are 
a  'very  pieafiag  and  valuable  addi¬ 
tion  to  thofe  collections  of  mifcel- 
laneous  eflays,  which  are  adapted  to 
the  instruction  of  young  perfons, 
ahd  general  improvement.  They 
.comprehend  a  great  diversity  of 
topics,  literary,  critical,,  and  mo¬ 
ral,  as  well  as  “Tome  lub  ordinate 
truths  belonging  to  the  .experimen¬ 
tal  prr.Ctice 'of  life,”  which  are  44  of 
no  fmail  _  weight,  in  pronto  ting  '  a 
man’s  happinefs  and  utility.”  They 
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are  recommended,  by  ,good  fenfe, 
liberality  :pf  fentiment,  and  true 
tafte,  and. are,  written  in. chafte  and 

gjLgantr pyr^page . r/:  0*  beJEidnils 

The  volume  of  . 44  Letters  and 

E  flays,  Moral  and  Mifcellaneous, 
by  Mary  Hays,”  confifts  of  fenftble 
and  liberal  eifays,  on  religious,  mo¬ 
ral,  methaphyfical,  and  political 
fubjeets;  tales  and  domeftic' narra¬ 
tives,  intended  to  inculcate  the  love 
of  virtue,  and  to  teach  young  fe¬ 
males  the  importance  of  cultivating 
their  underftandings,  and  of  guard¬ 
ing  againft  the  folly  and  frivolouf* 
nefs  of  fafhionable  life ;  and  of 
lmall  pieces  of  pleafing  poetry, 
which  have  already  appeared  in  per 
riodical  publications.  \  The  ftyle 
inwdiich  thefe  effavs  are  written  is, 
in  general,  correCt  and  elegant  j 
and  their  contents  are  far  more  de¬ 
ferring  of  attention,  than  the  mafs 
of  puerilities,  to  call  them  by  no 
harftier  name,  with  which  the  prefs 
is  daily  teeming  for  the  amufement 
of  the  female  world. 

Mr.  Burton’s  44  LeCtures  on  Fe¬ 
male  Education  and  Manners,  in 
2  Vols.”  were  originally  read,  on 
Sunday  evenings,  in  a  fc hool  for 
female  tuition,  and  contain  much 
ufeful  and  important  advice,  on  a 
variety  of  topics,  relative  to  female 
manners,  and  the  general  duties  of 
life,  which  we  heartily  recommend 
to  the  attention  of  our  young 
friends.  They  are  fenftble,  ferious, 
and  affectionate,  and  delivered  in 
ftmple  and  pleating  language. 

The  three  volumes  entitled, 
44  Evenings  at  Home,  or  the  Juve¬ 
nile  Budget  opened,”  confifting  of  a 
variety  of  mifcellaneous  pieces,  for 
the  inftruCtion  .and  amufement  of 
young  perfons,  form  the  moft 
pleafing  collection  of  tales  and  dia¬ 
logues,  calculated  to  intereft  the  at¬ 
tention  of  the  young,  and  to  in- 
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-  fpire  their  and 

virtuous  fentirnents,  that  we1  have 
ever  met  with.  They  have  been 
attributed  to  Mrs.  Barbatild,;'  and 
Dr.  Aikin ;  and  we  ftioufd ’imagine, 
not  iinjuftly,  from  the  Union  of 
judgment,  fancyv,  tafte,  and  bene¬ 
volence,  which  they  difcovcr.  1 

The  treatife  entitled  44  Perfonal 
N obiljffv  or  Letters  to  a  Young 
Kobftman,  on  the  Conduct  of  Ins 
Studies,  and  the  Dignity 1  of  the 
Peerage,”  contain  a  number  of  ju¬ 
dicious  and  valuable  directions, 
which,'  if  followed  by  our  young 
nobnity,  will  make  them  uftful 
and  amiable  charadurs,  and  add 
fubftantial  dignity  to  their  heredi¬ 
tary  honours. '  Learning  and  virtue 
are  forcibly  recommended,  as  the 
beft  means  bf  fupporting  the  credit 
of  their  order,  and  of  fecuringthat 
refpect  from,  the  common  people, 
the  Iofs  of  which  is  too  frequently 
occasioned  by  the  diftipation  and 
vices  of  men  of  rank.  Many  things, 
however,  highly  iieeeflary  to  the 
education  of  a  nobleman,  if  it  is 
intended  that  he  fhould  fulfil  his 
duty  as  a  legiftator,  or  Support  the 
charaCfer  of  an  i  n  cel  Hern  t*  itatef- 
nian,  are  entirely  ■  overlooked  by 
the  author.  The  language  in  which 
theft  letters  are  written,  is  elegant, 
and  highly  polifhed. 

Dr.  Ge Lies’  44  Addrefs  tq  the 
Public,  on  the  Publication  of  the 
Firft  Volume  of  his  New  Tranlla- 
tion  of  the  Bible,”  complains  of  the 
attempts  made  by  bigotry  and  male¬ 
volence,  to  deprive  him  of  the  juft 
ffil/ts  of  the  immenfe  labour  which 
he  has  undergone,  by  depreciating 
the  value  of  his  tranflation,  and, 
by  every  mean  art,  attempting  to 
afperfe  and  injure  his  character. 
Such,  attempts  were  to  be  expeCfed 
by  him  ;  elpecially  from  the  igno¬ 
rant,  and  illiberal  part  of  the  clergy 
©f  his  own  communion,  to  whole 


ufurpations  over  confciencej  IhJ 
impdfitions  on  common  fen  ft  j  ah 
acquaintance  ■  with  the  Ample  and 
genuine  meahi rig  of-  the  fcriptnres 
muft  ultimately  prove  fatal.  '  His 
defence  of  his  own  character,  theo¬ 
logical,  and  political,  is  ingenuous, 
manly,  and  elegaiit. :  Tt:  breathes 
that  (pint  of  integrity  and  Incleperf- 
dence,  without  which  the  mcft  ex- 
tenfive  learning,  TfldMbe^a(Lfr|t 
power  s'of  criticifm ,  froii  M  n  of  have 
qualified  him  for  becoming  a  trani- 
lahofl  oft  hf?  MHires3.0  B 

The  44  Letter  to  tliTRfthCHott. 
the  Prefident,  Vice- preficients,  and 
the  reft  of  the  Noblemen  and  Gen¬ 
tlemen,  of  the  Society,  for  the  Em 
courage  meat  of  'Arts,  Mflftu fu¬ 
tures,  and  Commerce,  by  Janie's# 
Barry,  R.  A.  Profeflor  of  Painting 
to  the  Royal  Academy,”  is  intend¬ 
ed  to  explain  Hibb^chfstedfeiiekaf 
pictures  on  hitmSn 
which  the  rooms  Cf  the'  lbciety  are 
ornamented,  engravings  of  which 
have  been  executed  by  him  ft  if ;  to 
account  for  fome  alterations  from 
the  original  defign,  which  he1  has 
chofen  to  introduce  in  the  latter ; 
and  to  convey  his  fentiments  on  the 
influence  of  religipii,. and  of  the  arts 
on  human  culture  and  national 
glory.  On  theft  fubjeCts,  and  on 
other  incidental  topics,  our  profef- 
for  difcovers  that  profound  know¬ 
ledge  of  his  art,  that  learning,  ge- ' 
nius,  and  tafte,  which  appear  in  ids 
produflions,  both  of  the  pencil  and 
the  pen.  His  project  for  a  coali¬ 
tion  between  the  churches  of  Eng¬ 
land  and  of  Rome,  will  be  except¬ 
ed  againft  by  the  clergy,  efpeciaily 
if  it  is  to  be  eftablifheci  on  the  broad 
bottom  which  he  warmly  recom¬ 
mends,  the  political  equality  of  all 
religious  lefts. 

Dr.  Knox’s  44  Narrative  of  Trans¬ 
actions  relative  to  a  Sermon,’ preach¬ 
ed  in  the  Parifh  Church  of  Brigh- 

S  2  '  ton, 
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ton,  Aug« ft  1 8,  1 793,  & c.”  relates  a 
number  offals,  highly  difgraceful 
to  feverai  military  men,  who,  in 
violation  of  all  law,  decency,  and 
manly  fpirit,  infulted  him  in  the 
public  theatre,  for  having  delivered 
adifcourfe,  recommending  univer- 
fal  peace,  and  good  w  11.  •  To  this 
narrative,  the  debtor  has  added  fhort 
extracts  from  the  fermon,  including 
the  parts  fixed  upon  by  his  adyer- 
faries  as  exceptionable.  We  think, 
however,  that  to  have  prevented  all 
fufpicion  and  illiberal  reflections, 
he  fliould  have  pu'bliflied  the  whole 
fermon,  as  it  was  delivered  from 
the  pulpit. 

The  44  Eflav  on  the  Martial  Cha¬ 
racter  of  Nations,  the  Means  of 
imprefling  it,  its  Utility,  and  its 
Affedtion  by  Forms  of  Government, 
Climates,-  and  other  Moral  and 
Phyfical  Caiifes,”  is  the  work  of 
a  fenflble  and  judicious  writer,  who 
appears  to  be  well  acquainted  with 
the  beft  ancient-  and  modern  writ¬ 
ers  on  the  fubjeCts  winch  he  dif- 
cuffes.  His  principal  object  is  to 
iliew  the  means  by  which  nations 
and  individuals  may  be'fitted  to  ex¬ 
cel  in  the  art  of  war.  At  a  period 
like  the  prefent,  fuch  a  difeuflion  is 
peculiarly  calculated  to  excite  at- 
tehtion.  And  if  the  diiiemination  of 
the  knowledge  and  fpirit,  of  which 
the  author  treats,  fliould  be  likely 
-to  have  an  influence  in  rendering 
wars  lefs  frequent,  or  their  evilslefs 
lamentable  and  extenflve,  as  he  in- 
genioully  argues,  it  def.rves  to  be 
recommended  to  the  frequent  pe- 
ru  fal  of  all  princes  and  nations,  who 
are  more  attached  to  the-  arts  of 
mace,  than  to  the  purfuits  of  gran- 
du.tr  and.  ambition. 

;  The  44  Letters  from  France,  con¬ 
taining  a  great  Variety  of  interelt- 

CO 

ing  nnd  Original  Information  con- 

*  ,w»  o 

cerning  the  moft  important  Events 


that  have  lately  occurred  in  that 
Country,  Vols.  III.  arid  IV.”  are 
intended  as  fupplemental  to  thofe 
agreeable  and  entertaining,44  Letters 
from  France,”  which  have  been  an¬ 
nounced  by  us»  in  former  volumes 
of  our  work.  They  are,  however, 
the  productions 1  of  different  pens. 
A  confiderable  part  of  the  third  vo-* 
lume  details  an  account  of  the  im¬ 
portant  campaign  of  1792,  which 
appears  to  have  been  drawn  up  by 
a  perfon  who  vifited  the  fceiies  011 
which  the  moft  interefting  tran fac¬ 
tions  .took  place,  and  who  had  ac- 
cefs  to  the  beft  fources  for  obtain¬ 
ing  accurate  information.  Of  the 
fourth  volume,  nearly  one  half  is 
employed  on  a  retrospective  view 
of  the  revolution,  through  its  dif¬ 
ferent  periods,  and  an  endeavour 
to  account  for  the  erroneous  opi¬ 
nions  concerning  it,  which  have 
taken  place  in  England.  This  part 
of  the  work,  which  is  by  another 
hand,  we  confiderto  be  exceedingly 
valuable,  as  a  calm  difpaflionate  ap¬ 
peal  to  the  unprejudied,  whatever 
may  be  their  political  complexion. 
The  reft  of  thefe  volumes,  in  ele¬ 
gant  and  energetic  language,  de- 
feribes  the  characters  of  the  leading 
men,  who  fiourifhed  on  the  politi¬ 
cal  feene,  and  the  principal  circum- 
ftances  preceding,  accompanying, 
and  immediately  following  the 
death  of  the  king.  On  the  whole, 
thefe  volumes  breathe  a  zealous  at¬ 
tachment  to  the  intere'fts  of  liberty, 
a  high  fenfe  of  the  importance  of 
moral  worth  of  character,  and  a  be¬ 
coming  fpirit  of  feeling'  and  fenil- 
bilitv;  •  *  ■  " 

The  44  Letters  on  the  Female 
Mind,  its  Powers,  and  Purfuits, 
addrefled  to  Mifs  Helen  Maria  Wil¬ 
liams,  in  2  Vols.”  are  the  produc¬ 
tions  of  an  able  pen,  which  we  are 
forry  to  fee  proftituted  to  the  fer- 

vice 


vice  of  illiberality  and  tyranny. 
They  di  (coyer  illiberality,  by  the 
contempt  which  they  endeavour  to 
excite  againft:  an  ingenious  and 
lively  female,  for  having  fpirit 
enough  to  think  for  herfelr,  and  to 
write  on  topics,  with  which,  the  great¬ 
er  part  of  her  fex  are  precluded  from 
being  acquainted  by  their  confined 
and  defective  education.  And  that 
•they  are  devoted  to  the  interefts  of 
what  Englifhme  l  have  been  accuf? 
tomed  to  call  tyranny,  will  not  be 
doubted  by  thofe  who  obferve  the 
artful  fophifiry  they  contain,  in¬ 
tended  to  excite  prejudices  again  if 
liberal  difcuflion,  and  to  difcredit 
the  efforts  of  men,  ftruggling  in  the 
caufe  of  freedom. 

Mr.  Gunn’s  treutifes  44  on  the 
Theory  and  Practice  of  Fingering 
the  Violoncello,  containing  Rules 
and  progreflive  Leffons,  for  obtain¬ 
ing  the  Knowledge  and  Command 
of  the  whole  compafs  of  the  Inflru- 
ment;”  and  on  44  The  Art  of  playing 
the  German  Flute,  on  New  Prin¬ 
ciples,  calculated  to  increase  its 
Powers,  and  to  give  it  greater  Va¬ 
riety,  Exprefiion,  and  Effedf,”  have 
been  pronounced  by  able  judges, 
very  Taper i or  to  the  directions 
which  are  commonly  recommend¬ 
ed  by  the  teachers  on  thofe  inftru- 
fnehts.  And  as  far  as  our  profi¬ 
ciency  hi  mafic  will  enable  us  to 
form  an  opinion,  we. accede  to  their 
verdict.  The  precepts  which  they 
contain  are  judicious  and  perfpi- 
£ugus,  and  appear  well  calculated 


to  facilitate  the  improvement  of  the 
fcholar.  • 

In  the  following  lift  of  the  novels 
cf  the  yeaiy  the  firft  fix  articles  are 
fpoken  of  as  having  greater  preten¬ 
tions  to  merit  than  the  general 
mafs  :  44  The  Old  Manor  Houle, 
in  4  Vols.  by  Charlotte  Smith 
44  Memoirs  of  Mary,  in  5  Vols.  by 
Mrs.  Gunning  44  Memoirs  of  Sir 
Roger  de  Clarendon,  in  3  Vols.  by 
Clara  Reeve  44  Simple  Facts,  or 
the  Hiftory  of  an  Orphan,  in  2 
Vols.  by  Mrs.  Matthews The 
French-  Gil  Bias,  from  the  French 
of  Le  Maire,  in  4  Vols  ”  44  The 
Baftard  of  Normandy,  in  2  Vols.” 
44  Rofina,  by  the  Author  of  Delia, 
in  5  Vols,”  44  Life,  or  the  ikd ven¬ 
tures  of  W.  Ramble,  in  3  Vols,” 
44  The  Hiftory  of  Major  Piper,  in 
5  Vols.  by  the  Rev.  f.  Thom fon 
44  Henry,  a  Tale,  in  2  Vols.”  44  Se- 
iima,:,or  the  Village  Tale,  in  6 
Vols.”  44  The  Devil  in  Love,  from 
the  French  of  Cazotte  44  Loviifa 
Matthews,  in  3  Vols.”  44  The  Wan¬ 
dering  Xflander,  in  2  Vols.”  44  The 
Penitent  Father,  in  2  Vols.”  “The 
Younger  Brother,  in  3  :Vols.  by 
Mr.  Dibdin  ;”  44  W oman  as  file 
ill ou Id  be,  in  4  Vols.”  44  A  Senti¬ 
mental  Journey  through  France, 
Italy,  &c.  in  2  Vols.  by  Mr. 
Shandy;”  44  The  Peaceful  Villa, 
in  2  Vols.”  44  The  Conti ict,  a  Sen¬ 
timental  Tale,  in  2  Vols,”  44  Ar- 
gal,  or  the  Silver  Devil,  in  2 
Vols.”  and  44  Hartleb.ourn  Caftle, 
in  2  Vols. 
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HEN  we  turn  bur  attention  feledHon  of  the  principal  memoir^ 
to  the  Foreign  Literature  which  .were  prefented  by  corre-; 
of  the  year  1793,  Rufiia,  which  fpondents,  or  members,  to  the  ;end: 
claims  our  firft  notice,  fupplies  us  or  the  year  1787.  Thefe  memoirs; 
with  very  few  articles  to  infert  in  belong,  almofl  ex  clu  lively,  to  the 
our  annual  catalogue.  The  follow-  mathematical  and  phvhcal  claffes, 
ing  treatifec  publiflied  at  Riga,  is  and  were  the  produftions  of  .M.i.- 
the  oyy  one  in  Theoiogy  ®f  which.  Lhuilier,  M.  B.  T.  Hermann,  M*: 
the  farkga  jbiiriia’Hits  have  given  F.  T.  Schubert,  M.  L.  Euler,  M. 
any  account :  “  a  Commentary  on  James  Bernoulli,  M.  Krafft,  M.  C. 
the  Ectlefiafticus  of  jefus  the  Son  F.  Wolff,  M.  I.  G.  Georgi,  M. 
of  Siraclv,  not  a  Book,  but  a  Far-r  Bafil  Zuievv,  M.  I.  I.  Ferber,  M.  S* 
raged  by  C.  Gotti.  Sonntag,  P.  D.”  Roumoufky,  M.  Fries,  M.  De  Ca- 
Thiss-author  contends,  that  the  roff,  and  M.  N.  Socolow. — At  the 
Ecldiafticus  contains  the  materials  fame  place  hath  appealed  the  fifth 
o f  a  larger  work,  begun,  but  not  volume  of  u  the.  New  Northern  MiG 
fkiifhed,  on  /which  account  the  cellany,”  under  the  diredfion  of  the 
text/  has  undergone  considerable  celebrated  •  M.  Pallas.  This  work 
corruptions.  And  he  Strongly  re-  contains  feveral  valuable  and.  jnter- 
eommends  it :  to  the.bibdical  Scholar,"  eftiitg  papers  on  fubjedts  in  poli^ 
to  acquire  from  this' book,  and  the:  tidal  economomy,  natural  hiffory,. 
Apocrypha  in  general,  a  knowledge  mineralogy,  practical  ;  navigation, 
of  the  Alexandrine  dialed!,,  before  and  antiquities-;  and  pnomifes  to  add 
he  engages  in  the  ftudy  of  the  New  confiderable  acceflions  to.  the  {lores. 
Tefta rnent . — At  the  fame  place  of  curious  and  ufefnl' knowledge, 
have  been  ptrbbfhed,  >>  .Letters  in 

favour  of  Humanity,  by  J.  G.  Among  the  articles  in  Swediffi 
Herder,’  in  Two  Parts.*5  Thefe  let-:  literature  of  which  we  have  ob- 
ters  comprise  a  variety  of  -  fubjedts,  tamed  any  knowledge,  we  meet 
philofophical  economical,  hiftorb'  with  “  a  Difcourie  on  the  Ad  van* 
cal  and  literary ;  ,  and,  like  alkthe  tages  winch  arife  from  a  Nation’s 
writings  of  Herder,  are  full  of  in-  being  enlightened,  delivered  by  M» 


ffrudfion  and  entertainment.  At 
Peterihurgh  the  fourth  and  fifth  vo¬ 
lumes  “hoy.  Adi.  Academia  Sci- 
entiarium  Imperialis,  tec”  have 
been  publi filed,  which  bring  down 


de  Rofenffein,  Preceptor  to  the 
young  King,  as  Prefident  of  thd 
Academy  of  Sciences  at  Stocks 
holm.”  In  this  difeourfe  the  inge¬ 
nious  and  liberal  author  points  out 


the  hilfory  of  the.. academy,  and  a:  the  necefTary:.  jccuinexion^  between 
*  ‘  F  v  '  '  the. 
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the  Illuinination,  the  manners,  and 
the  profperity  of  Hates ;  and  ftiews, 
that  tfie  ifiore  iri'fornjatioii  any  p$Ot  1 
pie  have  obtained,  the  better  will 
they  be  enabled  to  underhand  theif 
facial  obligations,  and  their  real  in- 
terefts,  and  to  preferve  themfelves 
from  becoming  the  vidfims  either 
of  defpotifm  or  of  anarchy.  This 
performance,  as  far  as  we  can  judge 
from  an  analyfis  of  its  contents,  in 
a  foreign  review,  is  a  molt  judici¬ 
ous  and  important  work,  and  fa- 
tisfaeftorily  refutes  the  objedlions 
which  narrow-minded  politicians 
have  offered  a  gain  ft  the  extenfion 
of  light  and  knowledge  through  all 
the  branches  of  a  community  ; 
while,  in  a  ftrain  of  temperate  and 
manly  reafoning  it  vindicates  the 
rights  of  man,  and  liberty  in  ge¬ 
neral. —  At  Stockholm  different 
publications  have  appeared,  in 
which  the  queftions  refpedting  the 
neceffity  and  utility  of  an  hereditary 
nobility,  have  been  warmly  agi¬ 
tated.  Among  the  different  au- 
thors  who  have  attracted  the  public 
attention,  captain  Jame  Von  Ho- 
kerftedt,  &  M.  A.  Ekmari,  have 
chofen  the  oppofite  fides  of  the 
queftion ;  the  former  as  the  advo¬ 
cate  for  the  hereditary  fyftem,  the’ 
latter,  as  its  exploder.  The  former 
maintains- not  only  the  policy,  but 
the  juftice  of  fuch  an  order,  and 
would  attach  to  it  the  high  eft  pri¬ 
vileges  which  they  enjoy  in  deipo- 
tic  ftates  ;  the  latter,  in  energetic 
language,  and  forcible  reafoning, 
United  to  the  keeneft  Severity  of  Sa¬ 
tire, 'a  vows'  himfeif  the  champion 
of  liberty,  equality,  and  repqblh 
canifrn.  ■*'  ’ '  ■  ‘  ' 

■  ’The  “  New  Tranfaftions  of  the 
Rovdh Academy  of  Sciences,  Parts 
II. 'HI.  IV.”'  publiihed  at  Stock¬ 
holm,  tontain  Several '  vaiuabie  pa- 
pers  on  mbjedls  in  natural  hiftory, 
mineralogy,  srftronpmy,  political 

t” 


economy,  and  medicine,  bv  gen¬ 
tlemen  whofe  names  are  well  known 
in  .  the  fciepftfic  world,  i  Among 
others  we  find  thofe  of  M.  A.  Mo- 
deer,  M.  Hielm,  M.  Swartz!,  pro¬ 
feffor  Thyipberg,  M.  I.  A.  Grill, 
M.  BjbVkahder,  M.  A.  Swab,  M. 
Hagftrom,  and  M.  Odhelius. — The 
fifth  volume  of  the  “  New  Tranf- 
adlions  of  the  Royal  Society  of 
Science  at  Upfal,”  publifhed  at 
that  city,  in  the  introductory  hifto- 
rical  part,  prefent  us  with  the  lives 
cff  the  late  profeffor  Berch,  and  of 
the  celebrated  Linnseus.  The  body  ' 
of  the  work  confifts  of  miscellane¬ 
ous  papers,  mathematical,  philoso¬ 
phical,  literary,  and  hiftorical,  by 
profeffor  Gadolin,  M,  S.  Oedman, 
M:  Zac.  Nordmark,  M.  Fahle  Bur- 
man,  M.  Ol.  Ger.  Tyfchen,  and 
other  members. 

At  Stockholm,  the  “  Tranfac* 
tions  of  the  Swedifh  Academy,  on 
the  Anniverlary  of  its  Foundation, 
Dec.  20,  1 792,”  have  appeared, 
confifting  of  prize  poems,  by  M. 
I.  Reinhold  Blom,  and  M.  .Axel 
Gab.  Silfverftolpe,  on  the  objects 
which' engage  men’s  purfuits,  wjth' 
the  view  of  immortalizing  their, 
names.  The  fu\>j.e£t  was  propofed 
for  difcullioii  by  ‘the  late  king ; 
and  the  truths  inculcated  by  the 
fuccefsful  candidates,  might  hav’e. 
proved  ufefu.1  and-  ieafonable .  ad?‘ 
monitions,  Had  that  prince  efcaped' 
the  blow  of  Arikarftrom.  For; 
they  alloy/  to  thofe  only  the  name 
of  great,  who  are  juft  and  virtuous } 
who  endeavour  to  .promote  know-* 
ledge  and  the  arts  of  -  peace ;  and. 
w.ho  know  how-to  enforce  the  rights 
of  nations,  and  the  duties  of  kings, 
bv  thepower  of  reafdns,  not  by  thq 
arm  of  violence.— At  fcbefame  place 
hath  been  publifhed  the  third  vo¬ 
lume  of)  theft  A4  Tranfaftions  of 
the  RoyalrAcarllemy; of  Belles  Left 

tres,-.  iiiftooyy/. and  ;  AnUqftiftftft’J 
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The  moll  important  memoirs  in 
this  volume  are  on  the1  life  and 
manners. of  the  Greeks,  by  J.  FIo- 
der.us;  on  the  (late  of  the  forces, 
and  the  military  art  from  thereipm  of 
Gufravus  I',  to  the' beginning-  of  he 
Veign  of  Gtfft'avus  Adolphus,  by 
court  Adlerfpaite ;  and  an  en¬ 
quiry  into  the'  Caufe  of  the  in- 
equality  "of  the  rim  milling  and  de¬ 
cline,  of  tafte  among  different  peo¬ 
ple,  by  profedbr  Neickter,  of  Up- 
fak  At  Linkoping,  ■  Dr.  Linbloml 
fcifhop  or  that  fee,  has  publifcecl 
fhe  hrft  volume  of  u  an  Account 
of  the  Library  at  Linkoping,” 
which  is  a  valuable  and  curious 
Coliedlion,  and  noted  particu’arly 
for  Icelandic  books  and  fragments 
of  ancient  S.vediQi  hiftory.— At 
TJpfal,  an  additional  volume  of 
p.rofeiTor  Tliunberg’s  44  Travels” 
has  been  publiflied,  containing  far¬ 
ther  remarks  on  Japan  and  Java, 
an  account  of  the  bland  of  Ceylon, 
and  of  the" author’s  return  to  Eu¬ 
rope.-— At  the  fame  •place  hath  ap^- 
peared  a  .tranfiaf  on  from  the  Engr 
]iIb,of  k<  Whitd’s  Voyage  to  New 
Holland,  in  the  Years  178*/  and 
1788,  by  L.  Oedrnan,”-  which  is 
improved  by  the  iiifrodiidtion .  of 
Npracls  from  the  authentic  accounts 
of  ether  navigators.  ' 

In  -turning  our  .  attention  to  the 
literature  of  the  Danifii  dominions, 
fhe  niff  work  which  calls  for  our 
notice  is,/.4  a  Compendium  of  fheo- 
1-eticaVandbiblb-hHtoricalChriftian 
Theology.,  by  profdfor  Jac.  Chrilf. 
Eckeripaun,”  pjubli  fifed  at  Alton  a. 
This  work,  which  is  written  in 
perfpipioys  f  and  'elegant  Latin,  is 
an  admirable  manual  for  the  wfe 
of  liudents  in’  theology.  The  cna- 
rafter  of  the  excellent  author,  as  a 
learned  ,  and  liberal  man,  is  .well 
known;  and  his  qualifications,  in 
poth'*  thofe  capacities,  appear  to 
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considerable  advantage-in  this  puq- 
ii cation,-'  '  It  As  the  effort  of  a  laud¬ 
able  zeal  to  propagate  among  ftu- 
dents  in  public  feminaries,  am  at- 
fachment  to  the  doctrines  of.  Chris¬ 
tianity  diveftedof  all  the  extraneous 
cir cumflances  of  human  invention ; 
and  to  in-ftil  thofe  pure  principles 
of  piety  and  virtue,  whiclirfirnple 
and1  ratiopaj  views  of  that  fyflem 
are  better  adapted  to  promote,  than 
the  fantafUcal  notions  and  arbitrary 
comments  of  fchoolmen.— At  Co¬ 
penhagen,  and  at  Gdenfee,  different 
publications  have  appeared  on  the 
fubjedt  of  reform  in  the  conflkution 
and  dodtrines  of  the  Danifh  church. 
In  the  year  i  785  M.  Bailholm  pub- 
lifned  fome  propofals  for  intro¬ 
ducing  feme  unimportant  altera¬ 
tions  in  the  liturgy,  which  were 
warmly  oppofed  by  the  clergy. 
The.  treadles  which  we  have  juft 
rrjentigmki,  have  been  cccafioned 
by  ■queuioms  delivered  by  the  Da- 
nifli  chancery  to  all  the  bifhops, 
to  be  anfvvered  by  the  ableff  clergy 
in  tliejr  refpedfive  diocefes.  They 
relate  to  the  rites  and  dodlrines  of 
the-  Danifii  church,  and  may:  be 
cOuiidered  as  the  hr ff  fruits  of  dif- 
cuffions,  which  -mi-vy,  lead  the  way 
'  to  c on  fid  enable  improvements.  Ttf; 
difpofiticn  in  the  government  to 
combat  ancient  prejudices,  and  to' 
encourage  fuch  innovations  as  arc 
dictated  by  reafon  and  found  po> 
iicy,  ^warrants  us  in  forming  fuch 
an  opinion.— -At  Copenhagen,  like- 
wife,  Rveral  treatifes  have  been 
publifned  on  the  quell  ion  refpedt- 
ing  the  foundation  of  an  univerfity 
In  Norway.  The  fcheme  for  fuch 
a  patriotic  work:  was  entered  into 
fey  era  1  years  ago,  b  ut  was  dropped 
for  want  of  encouragement,  and  on 
account  of  the  oppofition  to  it 
which  feinih  and  prejudiced  men 
created.  It  has,  however,  beep 
lately  revived  by  profeffbr  Wills,’ 

:  .'i,  .  'A  .  '  ;  i.  '■  '  '•  ii!  -JlJ 
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at  Chriftiana,  whofe  pen  and  thefe  At  the  fame  place,  the  private  £>. 
of  his- learned  acquaintance  have  ciety  fnftiruted  '  fot  the  improve  , 
produced  difeourfes  on  fuch  an  ment  of  natural  hiftory  continue 


eftahlifhment,  and  effays  on  tine 
.  beft  plans  to  be  adopted,  the  moft 
••  proper  fttuation,  and  the  requifite 
funds,  which,  it  is  probable,  will 


their  labours,  and  have  publifned 
the  fee bnd  volume  of  their  «  Me¬ 
moirs,  Parts  I.  II, The  different 
interefting  effays  which  \cornpofe 


excite  the  fpirit  and  exertion'  ne-  thefe  parts,  are  no  Id's  than  twenty, 
ceffary  to  the  accpmplifhmenc  of  ib  three  in  number,  and  owe  their 
defirable  an  undertaking. — At  the  origin  tp  fome  of  the  moft  eminent 
fame  place  count  de  Morgenftierne, 
chamberlain  to  the  king,  has  pub¬ 
iifhed  44  An  Examination  of  the 
Principles  diffufed  through  Mr. 


literary  and  philofophical  characters 
in  the  northern  kingdoms.  Among 
others,  the  following  names  are.fa.- 
miiiar  to  the  fcientific  reader:*1  r>rd- 
Paine’s  Work,  entitled,  the  Rights  feffor  Vahl,  M.  L.  Spengler,  pro- 
pf  Man/”  This  noble  writer  has  feffor  Abildgaard,  profeiTor  Thun- 
undertaken  the  defence  of  monar-  berg,  Dr.  N.  Riegels,  M.  Rothe? 
chy,  in  its  moft  obnoxious  forms,  and  M.  Otho  Pabricius. 
and  on  principles  which  were  ad-  At  Copenhagen,  a  geographico- 
rmffible  only  in  the  times  of  the  hiftorical  work  hath  appeared* 
grolTeft  ignorance.  For  he  denies  which,  for  valuable  information,  and 
that  a  nation  has  the  original  right  interefting  remarks,  is  faid  to  be 
to  choofe  a  governor,  and,  if  he  fuperior  to  any  treatife  on  the  Da¬ 
lai!  of  performing  his  duty,  to  fet  nidi  Weft  India  fettlements.  It  is 
him  afide,  and  to  adopt  another  entitled,  44  Sketch  olTDefcriptiom of 
form  of  gov  rnment.  According  the  Iftand  of  Santa  Cruz,  with  a  fiiort 
to  him,  kings  are  emanations  of  View  of  St.  Thomas,  St.  John,  Tor¬ 
tile  Deity,  vicegerents  of  God,  who-  tola,  Spanifli  Town,  and  theltle  of' 
have  a  right  and  power  to  require  Crabs,  by  K.  Weft,  Rc&orof  the 
implicit  obedience  from  their  fub-  W.  India ScholafticEftabiifhment.” 
jedls.  And  he  maintains,  tjaat  a  vir-  -  At  the  fame  place  M.  Baggefen 
tuous  people  have,  under  every  has  publifned  the  fecund  volume  of 
government,  means  of -en, eying  the  his  very  entertaining  work,  entitled, 
freedom  needf  ry  to  happineis.  ”  44  the  Labyrinth,  or  a  Tour  through 

The.44'New Memoirs  of  theRoyal  Germany,  France,  and  Switzer- 
Danifh  Academy  or  Sciences,  Vol,  land,*”  and  M.  Balling  has  pub- 
JV.  Parts  III.  IV.”  pubiifhed  at  lifhed  a  novel,  called  44  the  Houie- 
Copenhagen,  among  other  papers  wife,  or  the  Worthy  Villager,” 
worthy  of  notice,  contain  meteo-  which  obtained  the  large  Fiver 
rologicalobfervations,  at  the  obfer-  prize  from  the  Royal  Economical 
vatory  at  Copenhagen,  from  1782  Society,  on  account  of  the  valuable 
fo  1788,  by  pro  feffor  Bugge ;  re-  inflrudlion  for  the  con  du  <51  of  life 
marks  on  the  effeds  of  the  moft  which  it  conveys  in  a  pleating  form, 
common  poifons  known,  upon  va-  and  in  a  popular  ftyie.  —At  Altona, 
rious  animals,  by  profeffor  Viborg  ;  M.  H..  Fe  Niffen  has  pubiifhed 
experiments  on  the  compofition  of  44  Remarks  on  Cicero’s  Tu  feu  lari 
Water,  by  chancellor  Hauch  ;  and  Queftions/’ which  ?j*e  partly  feleft- 
proofs  that  tire  Irifh  held  a  diftin-  ed,  and  partly  his  own,  and  will  he 
gui filed  rank  among,  the  polifhed  found  ufeful  in  illuftrating  difficult 
nations  of  Europe  in  the  eighth  paffages  in  that  author;' and  M.  G. 
jbmjiry,  by  profeffor  Therkdin  ~~  C,  Adler  has  pubiifhed  a  valuable 
L  0  ;  .  ,  ,  •  1  1  '  " '  ■  v  •  edii 
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edition  of  u  Frontinus  on  the  Aque- 
du&s  of  Rome,  with  Notes.” 

A mortg  the  literary  .prpduAiqns 
of  the  United  Provinces,  the  fir  ft 
work,  in  point  of  order,  which  de¬ 
mands  our  attention,  is  the  thir¬ 
teenth  volume  of  u  Prize  Difterta- 
tions  relative  to  Natural  and  Re¬ 
vealed  Religion,  publ'ifhed  by  Tey- 
leps  Theological  Society,”  at  Haar¬ 
lem,  This  volume  contains  two 
differtstions  on  the  following  pro¬ 
portion  *,  a  In  w hat  fenfe  can  men 
be  faid  to  be  equal?  and  what  are 
the  rights  and  duties  refulting  from 
this  equality?’"  The  fir  ft  di  for  ra¬ 
tion,  which  obtained  the  gold  me¬ 
dal,,  was  written  in  Latin,  by  Henry 
Conftantine  Cras,  I.  U.  D.  profef- 
for  of  the  law  of  nature  and  na¬ 
tions,  and  of  civil  and  Roman  law, 
in  the  academical fchool  at  Amfter- 
dam.  Our  limits  will  not  permit 
iis  to  follow  the  ingenious  profeftbr, 
in  the  accurate  and  philosophical 
manner  in  which  he  defines  his 
terms,  and  eftablifhes  the  premiles 
from  which  he  draws  his  cone  hi- 
fi  on,  4e  that  mankind  are  equal,  in' 
as  much  as  the  rights  and  duties  re¬ 
fusing  from  human  nature  are  com¬ 
mon  tc  all;  that  hence  men  ought 
to  be  deemed  equal  in  all  cafes,  ex¬ 
cept  thofe  in  which,  either  from  the 
ties  of  blood,  or  from  mutual  cotn- 
pa<ft,  or  elfe  from  the  very  nature 
of  civil  fociety  and  government, 
peculiar  rights  and  duties  are  af- 
figned  to  fome  individuals.”  In’ 
enquiring  into  the  rights  and  duties 
which  refult  from  the  equality  of 
mankind,  he  fhews  himfelf  no  lefs 
an  enemy  to  licentioufnefs  and 
anarchy,  than  to  arbitrary  power 
and  tyranny  ;  and  accurately  dif- 
tingui  files  thofe  circumftances  in 
which  man,  on  entering  into  civil 
fociety,  does  not  refign  his  natural 
rights.^  and  in  which  no  civil  power 
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can  j u ft ly  eontrou!  h i m .  A n  E n g* 
lifh  trsnilation  of  this  mafterly  per¬ 
formance  would  be  feafonable  at 
the  prefent  juncture.  Tire  fecond  ' 
diiTertatiort  was  written  in  Englifti, 
by  the  Rev.  William  Lawrence 
Brown,  D.  D  profeffor  of  moral 
philofophy  and  ecclefiaftical  llift 
rory,  and  minifter  of  the  Eilglifh 
church  at  Utrecht.  This  difierta- 
tion,  although  not  fo  accurate  and 
precife  as  the  former,  abounds  in 
juft  reafoning,  and  liberal  fenti- 
ments,  exprefled  with  propriety  and 
elegance,  and  is  entitled  to  the  ap¬ 
probation  of  every  lover  of  moral 
order  and  focial  happinefs.  This' 
work  has  been  repubiifhcd  in  our 
civil  country,  and  cannot  fall  to 
be  acceptable  to  thofe  who  avow 
their  attachment  to  the  principles 
on  which  the  revolution,  in  168$, 
was  conducted,  and  the  prefent 
reigning  family  placed  on  the  throne. 

The  u  Difiertation  on  the  Equa¬ 
lity  of  Pviankind,  and  on  the  Rights 
aiicl  Duties  thence  refulting,  by 
Peter  Patilus,  L.  L.  D.”  put; lifh ed 
at  Haarlem,  was  intended  by  the 
author  to  be  Tent  to  the  directors 
of  Teyler’s  Theological  Society  ; 
but,  from  his  other  occupations, 
was  unfinifhed  when  the  time  pre- 
feribed  by  them  for  the  reception 
of  diftertations  was  expired.  The 
rational  friends  of  liberty,  of  reli¬ 
gion,  and  of  virtue,  will,  in  general, 
approve  of  Dr.  Paulus’s  arguments, 
and  of  the  refults  which,  he  draws 
from  them.  They  are  judicious'’, 
manly,  and  liberal.  —  The  treatife 
entitled,  u  National  Improvement 
in  Religion  and  Politics  coiiftdered 
with  regard  to  its  Nature,  Objefts^ 
Limits,  and  Confequences,  by  Hie¬ 
ronymus  Van'  Alphen,  Veil.  I.” 
pnblifhed  at  Utrecht,  is  a  work  of 
a  very  different  complexion  from 
thofe  which  we'  have  juft  noticed* 
With  a  great  difplay  of  reading,  arid 
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with  much  declamation,  the  author 
endeavours  to  fupport  the  falling 
fy. items  of  paliive  obedience,  and 
religious  bigotry,  and  .weakly  en¬ 
deavours  to  recommend  the  conti¬ 
nuance  of  thofe  religious  and  poli¬ 
tical  fetters,  of  which  the  world 
appears  to  be  weary.  The  bed: 
fpecifics  which  he  would  admini- 
flery  in  order  to  banifh  ignorance, 
and  enlighten  mankind,  are  an  im¬ 
plicit  acquiescence  in  the  decrees 
of  national  fynods,  and  the  exer- 
ci-fe  of  an  inquiiitorial  power  over 
the  productions  oi  the  prefs. — li  The 
happy  EffeCts  of  civil  Freedom,  and 
the  mifchievous  Effects  of  Popu¬ 
lar  Liberty,  efpeciaily  with  refpeCt 
to  the  United  Provinces,  by  John 
Meerman,  I.  U.  D.”  publiflied  at 
Leyden,  is  a  publication  intended 
to  perfuade  the  Dutch  of  the  fu- 
perior  advantages  which  attend 
their  form  of  government,  to  what 
can  be  enjoyed  in  a  pure  demo¬ 
cracy,  and  to  convince  them  that 
u  political  liberty  is,  in  its  very 
nature,  the  deftroyer,  the  extermi¬ 
nator,  the  murderer,  of  civil  free¬ 
dom.  ”s  What  he  fays  refpecting 
the  excellence  of  the  Dutch  conlti- 
fution,  if  well  adminiftered,  we 
leave  to  the  conflderation  of  thofe 
whom  it  may  concern ;  but  we 
think  that  of  biftorical  fads  he 
takes  a  very  unjuft  and  partial  view, 
and  that  his  observations  on  liberty 
in  general,  and  his  apologies  in  fa¬ 
vour  of  corruption,  which  he  calls 
influence,  in  mixed  governments, 
are  fallacious  and  dangerous  in  the 
extreme. — The  u  View  of  the  Old 
and  New  Cbnftitutionsof  the  United 
States  of  America,  bv  Gerhard 
Dumbar,  L.  L.  D.  Member  of  the 
Fhilofophical  Society  at  Utrecht, 
Vol.  I.”  puliliflied  at  Amfterdam, 
contains  a  judicious  and  impartial 
furvey  of  the  old  confutation  of 
the  American  ftates,  etlablilhed  by 
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fW  articles.  of  confederation  fettled  . 
in  emigre  jb,  Ti.  .1 7.7 7,.. and  point's 
out  the  defects  which  obliged 'them 
to  form  :a.  new  cgmftitufiop,  .in.  the 
year,  1 7-8.7.  c .. Thais.  .furvey  js‘-  intro--., 
duced  by  a  con.clfe  sc  count  of  the 
rife  of  the  Itruggle  .for  liberty  and., 
independence, .  and.  of  .the .  events 
preceding  the  formation  pf  the'  uni¬ 
on,  which  .  appears  to  have  been. . 
drawn  up  from  the  beffiources  of 
information. 

The  twenty-ninth  .volume...  of 
“  Memoirs  by  the  Phi Lofoph i cal  So-, 
ciety  of  Haarlem,”  is  chiefly  com-, 
pofed  of  papers  in  practlcaL'ms*- 
thematics,  which  will  be  princi¬ 
pally  interefiing  to  perfons  living, 
in  fuc.h  a  country  as  the  United 
Provinces.  They  are  intended  to 
fuggelt  improvements  in  the  water, 
wheels  affixed  to  windmills,  for  the 
purpofe  of  draining  lands  that  are 
occafionaliy  overflowed,.;  and  to 
defcribe  an  ingeniouflv  contrived 
floating  pier,  which  fwings  round 
on  an  axis,  and  is  defigned  to  de¬ 
fend  the  banks  of  a  river  in  which 
the  tide  ebbs  and  flows.  The  laft 
mentioned  paper  is  by  M.  John 
Samuel  Creutz,  major  of.  engineers 
in  the  Ruffian  fervice.  To  thcfe 
is. added,  a.  treatife  in  pure  mathe¬ 
matics,  on  the  motion  and  figure 
of  waves,  by  M.  Flaugergues,  mem¬ 
ber  of  feveral  academies. — At  Am- 
fterdam,  Meffis.  Deiman,  Trooft- 
wyk,  Nieuwland,  and  Bond,  have 
publiflied  the  fecond  memoir  of 
their  “  Pbyfico-chemical  Enqui¬ 
ries,”  which  contains  an  account 
of  a  variety  of  experiments  made 
to  determine  the’  properties  of  an 
elaftic  fluid,  .called  by.  Dr.  Priefrley 
dephloglAicated  nitrous  air,  and  ii\ 
the  new  chemical  nomenclature,  ox¬ 
ygenated  nitrous  gas.  At  the  fame, 
place  have  appeared  three  yolumesof 
a  work  entitled  f  C.heipiflgy  Theo^. 
reticai  and  Practiqaf.aud i\s  relative 
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to  Pharmacy,  (Economics,  and 
Phvfics,  by  Pi  L  Kailelcin,  Apo¬ 
thecary  and  C  hern  iff  in  Arnfler- 
dam,  Member  of  lev  era!  Philofo- 
phical-  Societies. ”  The  firfV  vo¬ 
lume  contains  tile  hi  Rory  and  ele¬ 
ments  of  the  fcience,  which  are  ex¬ 
plained  with  gfeat  perfpicuity.  The 
fecond  volume  relates  to  chemical 
phanhacy,  and  gives  on  account  of 
the  different  procelTes  and  prepa¬ 
rations  with  which  this  art  fupplies 
the  medical  faculty.  The  third  vo¬ 
lume,  of  which  a  part  only  is  yet 
publifhed,  contains  the  application 
of  chemiftry  to  the  arts  and  to  ma¬ 
nufactures.  This  work,  when  com¬ 
pleted,  promifes  to  be  very  import¬ 
ant  and  valuable. — At  Haarlem,  Dr. 
Van  Marum  has  publifhed  44  Re¬ 
flections  and  Experiments  relative 
to  the  Recovery  of  Perfons  ap¬ 
parently  drowned,”  which  are  high¬ 
ly  deferving  of  attention.  The  re¬ 
medies  which  he  recommends  to  be 
fubffituted  in  the  room  of  thole 
commonly  reforted  to,  are,  the  in¬ 
flation  of  the  lungs  with  vital  air, 
or  oxygen  gas,  a  water-bath  heated 
to  a  temperature  of  eighty  degrees, 
and  the  application  pf  a  feries  of 
eleCtrical  {parks,  from  a  large  ma¬ 
chine,  or  of  very  weak  fhocks  from 
a  fmaller,  fo  directed  as  to  pafs 
through  the  heart  — At  Leyden, 
Dr.  Peter  Niewland,  profeffor  of 
mathematics,  natural  philofophy, 
and  aftronomy,  has  publifhed  an 
44  Oration  on  the  Nature  and  Pro¬ 
gress  of  Phiiofophical  Science, 
compared  with  thofe  of  Literature 
and  Poetry,”  which  equally  dif- 
pkys  the  author’s  acquaintance 
with  the  Lores  of  ancient  and  mo¬ 
dern  literature,  and  his  accomplifn- 
kierits-  as  an  elegant  fcholar. 

At  Utrecht,  the  rev.  Mr.  Stuart, 
paftor  of  the  remonffrant  church 
in  Am  fterdam,  has  publifhed  the 
firfb  an' d •  fecond  volumes  of  44  The 
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Roman  Hi. Law,”  which  are  intend - 
ed,  if  the  pujqliq.  approve,  of  hi s  la¬ 
bours,  to  make  a  part  of  an  entire 
hifiory  of  Rome  ;  a  work,  \yhen 
we  except  a  tranllation  ofmur.Rng- 
lifli  Universal  Hiftory,  that  hath, 
been  hitherto  a  ddideratnm  in- 
Dutch  literature.  The  hrft  volume 
comprehends  the  hifiory  of  the  mo¬ 
narchy  of  Rome;  and  the  fecond 
extends  to  the  deflruCtion  of  the 
Fabii.  From  the  manner  in  which 
thefe  volumes  are  executed,  in 
point  of  information,  arrangement, 
and  comppfition,  the  author  ap¬ 
pears  to  be  peculiarly  well  quali¬ 
fied  for  the  talk  which  he  has  un¬ 
dertaken,  and  will,  doubtiefs,  meet 
with  that  encouragement  which  he 
merits. — At  the  Hague,  the  firft  ' 
and  feqond  volumes  have  appeared 
of  a  work  entitled  44  Some  Account 
of  the  Pruflian,  Auftrian,  and  Sici¬ 
lian  Monarchies,  and  of  fome  of 
the  adjacent  States,”  which  con¬ 
vey  much  important  and  intereff- 
ing  information  relative  to  the  go¬ 
vernment,  the  political  economy, 
the  religion,  and  the  manners  of  the 
parts  of  Germany  mentioned  in  the 
title-page,  and  lively  and  pleating 
deferiptions  of  the  moil  Linking 
feenes  which  will  arrefl  the  notice 
of  the  traveller.  The  account  of 
Italy  is  referved  for  a  future  publi¬ 
cation. — At  Amflerdam  have  been 
publifhed,  44  Letters  written  on  a 
Journey  from  Lorraine,  to  Lower 
Saxony,  by  Baron  Knigge,  tranf- 
lated  from  the  German.”  Thefe 
letters  are  the  productions  of  an 
author  Well  known  in  his  own 
country  by  his  ingenious  and  phi¬ 
iofophical  writings,  in  which  in- 
fhuClion  and  entertainment  are 
happily  blended,  and  the  energies 
of  a  well-informed^  liberal  and  be¬ 
nevolent  mind,  are  pleafingly  dis¬ 
played.  They  abound  in  ufefui, 
information,  and  -  judicious,  ani¬ 
mated 
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m&ted  reflexions,  and  will  be  read 
with  pleasure  by  the  hiftorian,  and 
man  of  tafte. — At  Haarlem  hath 
appeared  “  A.  Journey  along  the 
Rhine,  from  Mentz  to  Duffeldorp, 
In  two  Yols.  tranflated  from  the 
German/’’  This  work  is  princi¬ 
pally  employed  in  defcriptions  of 
the  towns  and  buildings  in  the 
fcenes  which  the  author  vifited, 
which  will  afford  amufement  to  the 
ffudent  in  topography  and  antiqui¬ 
ties.  The  lovers  of  the  fine  arts, 
like  wife,  will  find  it  an  ufeful  di- 
reXory  to  the  piXures  and  ffatues 
which  are  moll  deferving  of  their 
attention.  At  the  fame  place  hath 
been  publiflied  the  third  volume  of 
the  “-Travels  of  George  Forfter, 
tranflated  from  the  German,”  which 
merit  the  fame  encomium  as  we 
palled  on  the  former  volumes,  in 
our  lafh  year’s  Regiffer. — At  Ley¬ 
den  have  been  publiflied,  “Voy¬ 
ages  from  Zeeland  to  the  Cape  of 
Good  Hope,.  to  Batavia,  Bantam, 
Bengal,  &c.  in  the  Years  1768, 
17 69,  1770,  and  1771,  bv  the  lace 
Johan  Splinter  Stavormus,  Rear 
Admiral  of  Zeeland,  in  two  Vols.” 
Thefe  volumes,  be  Tides  the  Journal 
of  the  Author’s  Voyages,  principally 
valuable  to  feamen,  contain  inter- 
effing  accounts  of  the  Dutch  Eaft 
India  fettlement£,  of  the  commerce 
and  produXions  of  the  country, 
and  of  the  manners  and  cuftoms  of 
the  inhabitants,  which  are  written 
in  /a  plain  and  unaffeXed  ffyle. 
They  have  been  extraXed  from 
the  papers  of  the  deceafed  au¬ 
thor,  which  were  drawn  up  for 
Ids  own  amufement,  and  that  of 
his  friends. 

At  Amfterdam  have  appeared  a 
volume  of  “  Fables  and  Tales,  by 
Phoebus  Hitzerus  Tremmen,  M. 
D.”  which  are  told  in  eafv  familiar 
verfe,  and  are  am  tiling  and  in  (trac¬ 
tive;  knd  an  elegant  Latin  poem 

“  the  Equality  of  Mankind,  by 
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Jeronymo  de  Bofch,”  in  which  a 
phiiofophicai  queffion  is  treated  in 
a  judicious  and  pleating  manner,  and 
enlivened  with  the  graces  of  poe¬ 
try. — At  Utrecht,  M.  Adrian  Gilles 
Camper  has  publiflied  a  volume  of 
“  LeXures  of  the  late  Peter  Cam¬ 
per,  on  the  Manner  of  delineating 
the  different  Emotions  of  the  Mind 
in  the  Countenance,  &c.”  which 
may  be  conlidered  as  fupplemen- 
tal  to  the  curious  treatiie  of  the  < 
profeffor  which  was  announced  bv 
us  in  this  department  of  our  work 
for  the  year  1791.  The  objeX  of 
thefe  leXures  is,  to  explain  and 
elucidate  the  principles  for  which 
the  author  contended,  by  a  reference 
to  engraved  figures,  about  thirty  in 
number. 

The  firfl  work  which  demands 
our  notice  in  German  literature, 
is  a  new  edition  of  Reineccius’s 
“  Hebrew  Bible,”  publiflied  at 
Leipfic,  under  the  joint  care  of  Dr. 
Doederlein  and  profeffor  Meiffner, 
who  have  been  employed  to  feleX 
the  mo  ft  interefting  various  readings 
of  fvennicott  and  De  RoiTi,.  and  to 
infert  them  under  the  text,  in  the 
fame  manner  as  in  the  New  Tefta- 
ment  of  Mills  and  Wetftein.  To 
the  Hebrew  fchohr  fuch  a  work 
muff  be  very  acceptable,  as  it  wilt 
fupply  him,  on  cheap  terms,  with 
the  principal  advantages  for  biblical 
criticifm  which  are  afforded  by 
thole  voluminous  and  coftly  publi¬ 
cations. —  At  Meiffen,  profeffor 
Matt  hams  has  tranferibed  with  care- 
and  fidelity,  and  publiflied  “  The 
Greek  Manuscript  of  Thirteen  Epif- 
tles  of  Paul,  with  the  Ancient  Latin 
Vernon,  vulgarly  called  Antihie- 
ron-ymian,  formerly  belonging  to 
Boemer,  now  in  the  EieXoral  .Li¬ 
brary  at  Drefden.”  This  publi¬ 
cation,  from  an  ancient  and  well 
known  manufeript,  will  be  reccived 
with  pleafure  by  the  learned  world. 

— At 


—At  Leipfic,  profeflbr  S range  has 
publiflied  a  work,  entitled  “  Anti* 
crkicifms  on  feme  PaftaVes  of  the 
Pfalms,  which  have  been  rebdered 
obfeure  by  the  Critics;”  in  which 
his  learning,  ingenuity,  and  libe¬ 
rality  appear  to  connderable  ad¬ 
vantage. —  At  Gottingen,  profeffor 
Schleufner  has  publiilied  u  T.  D. 
Michaelis’s  PkUpIogical  and  Cri¬ 
tical  Remarks  oh  the  Book  of  Jere¬ 
miah,  and  Ms  Lamentations,”  in 
which  we  are  prefented  with  fome 
valuable  gleanings  from  the  loofe 
papers  of  the  late  learned  profeffor, 
and  many  important  additional 
notes  and  annotations  by  the  edi¬ 
tor. —At  Wurtzburg,  M.  G.  Zirkel 
has  publiflied  “  An  Examination 
of  the  Book  of  Ecciefiaftes,  with 
critical  and  philological  Remarks,” 
which  will  be  found ufeful  in  clear¬ 
ing  up  many  of  the  obfeurities  in 
that  ancient  writing,  occaiioncd  by 
the  Chaldeifins,  Syriafms,  and  Hel- 
Lnifms  which  occur  in  it,  and  the 
life  of  Hebrew  words  in  the  fehfes 
given  by  the  Greeks  to  the  corre- 
fponding  ones  in  their  language. — 
At  Augfburg,  Dr.  H.  Braun  has 
publifhed  “  The  Holy  Scriptures 
of  the  Old  and  New  Teftaments 
in  Latin  and  German,  with  Expla¬ 
nations  conformable  to  the  Senfe  of 
the  Holy  Roman' Catholic  Church, 
the  Holy  Fathers,  and  the  moll  ce¬ 
lebrated  Catholic  Expofitors,  and 
original  Remarks,  Vol.  I. — VI.” 
Thefe  fix  volumes,  contain  the  Pen¬ 
tateuch,  the  hiltoricak  books,  Ef- 
drajs,  Nehemiah,  Tobit,  Judith,  Eit¬ 
her,  Job,  and  the  Pfalms,  Iran  Rated 
from  the  Vulgate,  verfion,  which 
is  printed  with  the  .  German  '.  hi 
alternate  columns.  Dr.  Bni-un, 
whole  Ryle  does' credit- to  Lis  tafle, . 
and  His"  notes  ;  to  '  his ,  liberality,  did' 
not  live  Ur  firufli  the  publication  of- 
a  work,  to  complete  which  die'  Had 
dt voted  "'much  time'  and  labour V 
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learned  divine,  his  intimate  mend. 

— A t  Leipfic,  pro|el^m^i|,l^sdto^ 
.publi.ihgd  .  t  hepi mef  volume  of 
“  Merppr a  ua  ri  aj  a  r  mTp  mp  me  o~t  h 
©logical  Magazine,”  which  contains 
many  learned  and  valuable  ’articles 
by  the  editor,  meiTrs.  Bruns,  Conz, 
Kurtzman,  and  other  well  know# 
critics  in  Oriental  and  Biblica|  li¬ 
terature. — At  Jena,  part  I,  of A'hA 
Collection  of  T heologico -p  lii  lofo-: 
phical  E  flays,  feleCted  from  varipug 
Publications,”  hath  made  its  Cap-; 
pearance,  and  is  intended  to  be 
continued,  and  to  contain  Many 
pieces  of  eminent  writers  difperfed 
through  periodical  publications, 
which  are  not  now  to  be  procured. 
The  volume  before  us  contains,  the 
fmaller  tracts  of  I.  D.  Michael  is. 
— At  Lubeck,  M.  Bonnel,  W. 
Meyer  has  publiflied  “  A  Com¬ 
mentary  on  the  Notion  the  He¬ 
brews  had  of  the  Place  of  the 
Dead,  with  an  Expofitibn  of  PaiTa- 
ges  relative  thereto:”  in  which  he 
contends,  that  in  the  more  ancient 
times  they  conceived  that  place  to 
be  a  Rate  of  perfect  reft,  and  after¬ 
wards  a  lhadowy  refemblance  of 
the  prelent  world  and  its  occupa¬ 
tions,  over  which,  liqwever,  a 
mournful  gloorp  continually  hung. 
He  alfo  infills,  that,  prior  to  the, 
Babylonifli  captivity,  we  find  no’ 
trace  of  any  hope  of  ..a.  deliverance 
from  this  Rate,  by  a  refurrection. 
At  Konigfberg,  p rb fe fTo r  K a n t  h a s. 
publiflied  a  work  entitled  ‘‘  Reli¬ 
gion  within  .  the  Limits  of  ,pbre. 
Reafon,  &C,”  in,  which  his  Qbjedl' 
is..to  deduce  true  religion  from  tea-: 
foning  a  'priori,  and,  to  malVethe. 
Oliriftlap,  faith  accord  with  it,  .  By! 
interpreting  the  Scripture,  ahdjVar-' 
tjcvifarly  thdfe  paftages.  which  the, 
advocates*  for  ;fyfte'mati'Q.'  theology 
uncierftand  literally,  in'  ah  allegoR 
rical  fehfe.  jriiHis  a  work1  which v 

has 
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has  engaged  confiderable  attention 
on  the  continent,  and  has  met  with 
much  opposition  frorh  the  more 
Orthodox  believers.  At  Duffel- 
dorif,  the  count  de  Lignano,  arch- 
bifhop  of  Niiibin,  apofloiical  nun¬ 
cio  at  Bruflels,  Superior  of  tlie  mif- 
fion  in  Holland,  & c.  has  publifhed 
A  Paftoral  Letter  to  the  Catholics 
of  the  United  Provinces,”  in  which, 
in  a  Strain  of  eloquence  worthy  of 
his  fubjedt,  his  excellence  endea¬ 
vours  to  inculcate  the  doctrines  of 
palfive  obedience  and  non-refiftance 
to  the  powers  that  be,  however  def- 
potic  and  wicked,  and  to  prevent 
the  fpread  of  that  dangerous  Spi¬ 
rit  of  enquiry,  which  threatens 
ruin  to  ecclefiaftickl  dignities,  and 
which  difpofes  the  multitude  to  con¬ 
sider  monarch's  to  be  amenable  to 
human  tribunals.  —  At  Gottingen 
M.  Spitler  has  publiflied,  from  the 
manuferipts  of  the  late  I.  E.  Koppe, 
hrft  preacher  to  the  court  of  his 
Britannic  Majefty,  &c.  a  fecond  vo¬ 
lume  of  his  excellent  u  Sermons 
and  at  Wurtzburg,  hath  appeared 
a  volume  of  “  Sermons  on  the  Du¬ 
ties  of  the  higher  and  more  en¬ 
lightened  Clafles  am  id  ft  the  Civil 
Commotions  of  the  prefent  Tim^, 
preached  before  the  Court  at 
Wurtzburg,  .by  Command  of  his 
Serene  Higiinefs,  by  Fa.  Berg,  Pro- 
feflor  of  Eccldiaftical  Hiflory,  and 
G.  Zirkel,  Subregent  of  the  Theo¬ 
logical  Seminary,”  which  are  high¬ 
ly  fpoken  of  by  the  foreign  re¬ 
viewers. 

In  fpeculative  and  moral  philo¬ 
sophy  we  have  met  only  with  two 
articles  which  are  entitled  to  a  place 
in  our  annual  lift.  The  firft  of 
theie  is  u  the  Syflem  of  the  Philo¬ 
sophy  of  Plato,  by  W.  Touneman, 
Vol.  I.”  published  at  Leipfic.  This 
volume  contains  only  the  preface 
and  introduction  to  the  author’s 
plan.  In  his  Preface  he  inform*  us 
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of  the  nature  of  the  talk  which  he 
has  propofed  to  himfelf,  which  is 
“  to  deliver  fully,  without  altera¬ 
tion  or  addition,  whatever  Plato 
himfelf  thought  on  any  fubjeCt  of 
philofophy,”  and  “  probably  an 
examination  of  his  whole  fyftem  on 
the  principles  of  Kant.”  The  In¬ 
troduction  contains  an  account  of 
Plato’s  life,  remarks  on  his  writ¬ 
ings  as  they  relate  to  philofophy, 
and  general  ohfervations  on  his 
philofophy  itfel’f.  By  his  learning 
and  acutenefs,  M.  Tonne  mail  is  well 
qualified  for  engaging  in  fuc.li  an 
arduous  arid  important  work,  which 
promifes,  when  completed,  to  be 
an  excellent  commentary  on  the 
writings  of  the  Greek  philofopher, 
and  efFeClually  to  vindicate  his  cha¬ 
racter  from  the  reflections  of  ca¬ 
lumny  and  envy.  The  other  work 
which  we  have  to  notice  in  this, 
place  is,  u  DoCtor  J.  Q.  Leiden- 
ff  off's  Account  of  what  Experience 
has  taught  him  concerning  the 
Human  Soul,”  publiflied  at  Doef- 
burg.  Dr.  Leidenfroft  i.s  a  fenfl- 
ble  and  ingenious  writer  when  he 
confines  himfelf  to  faCts,  and  em¬ 
ploys  himfelf  in  enumerating  the 
faculties  and  operations  of  the  foul ; 
but  when  he  attempts  to  afc.ertam 
its  nature,  or  the  manner  in  which 
it  is  connected  with  the  body,  he 
wanders  into  thofe  regions  of  hy- 
pothefis  in  which  fuch  numbers  of 
all  opinions  have  bewildered  therh- 
felves,  and  whence  they  have  been 
able  to  bring  very  little  fatisfaCtory 
information.  His  profeffed  objeCt 
is,  tp  oppofe  the  Carte  flan  fyftem, 
which  he  conflders  to  be  the  foun¬ 
dation  of  modern  materialifm  and 
neceffarianifm. 

Under  the  head  of  jurifprudence 
and  political  economy  we  meet 
with  «  a  Tfeatife  on  the  Old  Cim- 
brian  and  Saxon  Judicial  Oath,  and 
au  the  DjtmarfH  Ncmide^  in  parti- 
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cular,  by  J  C.  F.  Heinzelmann,” 
publifhed  at  Kiel.  This  is  an  in- 
■  tereftin^  and  curious  work.  We 
4  learn  from  it  that  the  ancient  German 
law?,  in  a  great  number  of  cafes, 
permitted  or  required  feverai  of  the 
relations  or  friend's  of  the  accufmg 
or  the  accufed  party,  to  fwear  with 
him.  Thefe  wre&e  called,  in  the 
Lower  Saxony  the  Ncmedcy  or 
named,  and  commonly  confined  of 
feven  or  twelve  perfons.  From 
thefe  the  author  takes  occasion  to 
make  enquiry  concerning  the  court 
of  twelve  of  the  Goths  and  Cum¬ 
brians,  which  was  either  pes  manent, 
or  particular  in  each  caufe.  May 
we  not  trace  to  this  origin  the 
Britifh  form  of  trial  by  jury  ?  At 
Gottingen,  profefTor  A.  HA  I. 
Heeren  has  published  U  Ideas  on 
the  Policy,  Intercourfe,  and  Com 
merce  of.  the  principal  Nations  of 
Antiquity,”  which  is  a  work  a- 
bounding  in.  valuable  information, 
collected  with  great  induftry  and 
care,  from  Rarity  and  rare  materials. 
The  prefent  volume  is  confined  to 
the  policy,  intercourfe,  and  com¬ 
merce  of  Carthage,  Ethiopia,  and 
Egypt,  If  the  author  fhouid  meet 
with  encouragement,  which  we 
think  is  unqueftionable,he  propofes 
to  publifh  a  lecond  volume  on  the 
policy,  See.  of  the  ancient  Afiatic 
irate s,  and  a  third  on  that  of  the 
European  hates.  At  Hamburg, 
M.  I.  G.  Bufch  has  pubi  died  a 
treatlfe  u  on  the  Inteumption  of 
Commerce  by  the  prefent  War, 
and  the  particular  ill  Confequence.s 
to  the  Trade  of  Germany  to  be 
apprehended  from  it.”  ,  In  this 
work  the  author,  who  pofie lies  a 
well  informed  and  com  prehen  five 
piiiid,  exaipines  the  prefent  hate 
qf’ the  marine  law  of  nations  ;  in¬ 
veil  igates  its  iiu  dual  lug  hiftory^ 
/  and  endeavours,  to  reduce  it  to 
found  principles  of  general,  utility. 
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What  he  particularly  aims  at  efia- 
blifhmg  is  the  dodrine,  that  a  free 
and  undifiurbed  navigation  of  the 
fea,  at  lead:  as  far  as  private  trade 
is  concerned,  would  be  for  tjie  mu¬ 
tual  advantage  of  all  nations  who 
may  be  engaged  in  war.  At  Berlin, 
M.  David  Frtedlander  has  publifh¬ 
ed  u Authentic  Pieces  refpeding  the 
Preform  of  the  Jewifh  Colonies  in 
the  Prufiian  Dominions,”  which 
de ferine  the  meaf fires'  of  a  liberal 
policy  intended  to  be  adopted  with 
refped  to  that  oppreded.  people,  in 
which  it  is  to  be  hoped  an  arbitrary 
flate  will  be  followed  bv  other 

j  •  , 

countries,  whofe  conffitutions  are 
proieifedly  founded  on  the  princi¬ 
ples  of  juilice  and  humanity.  At 
Dinfburg  an  anonymous  author  has 
publifhed  a  work,  entitled  44  Truths 
for  an  honeft  People,  dedicated  to 
ail  Prufiian  Subjeds,  the  lo}4lHef- 
fians,  and  the  worthy  Citizens  of 
the  Imperial  Town  of  Frankfort  ont 
the  Main,”  in  which  the  author 
exerts  his  talents  in  perfuading  the 
people  of  the  great  comforts  of 
wearing  chains,  and  manifefts  Ms 

O  S  ' 

pious  chriftian  fpirit  by  praying, 
that  France  may  be  deluged  with 
blood  by  the  hands  of  tho.fe  mili¬ 
tary  machines  for  whofe  ule  he,  ha$ 
penned  his  pamphlet.  At  Frank¬ 
fort  on  the  Main,  M.  F.  L.  You 
Cancrin  has  publifhed  the  ifirft  vo-t 
lume  of  an  ufeful  codedioh  of 
44  Architedural  Tradsy”  and  M. 
Chnff  the  focond  volume  of  his 
valuable  “Treatife  on  Fruit  Trees.” 

Among  the  German  publications 
which  are  tc^.  be  referred  to  the 
head  of  mathematics  and  natural 
phiiofophy,  we  find  the  44  Memoirs 
of  the  Rov  al  Society  of  Gottingeiij 
Vols.  X.  and  XI.  for  the  Years 
1789  .  1792.”  Thefe  volumes  con¬ 
tain  papers  of  very  different  merits, 
under  the  general  ^titles  of  phyfics, 
mathematics,  and  hiftory  and.  phi¬ 
lology. 
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!oW.  Many  of  them  difplay 
much  learning,  but  few  contain  in¬ 
formation  that  is  either  new  or 
very  interefling.  To  the  phyficai 
clafs  pro  fe  (Tor  Bln  men  back,  M. 
Gmelin,  and  M.  Lentil  are  the 
contributors  ;  to  the  mathematical 
M.  Kaeilmer,  M.  Klugel,  M.  de 
Zach,  and  M.  Schroeter;  and  to 
the  hiflorical  and  philological  M. 
Tychfen,  M.  Meiners,  M.  Heyne, 
M.  A.  L.  Heeren,  M.  Buhle,  and 
M.  Gatterer.  At  Berlin  hath  been 
publifhed  “  A  Collection  of  the 
German  Effays,  read  in  the  Royal 
Academy  of  Sciences  at  Berlin,  in 
the  Years  1788  and  1789.”  This 
volume  is  the  firfl  which  hath  ap¬ 
peared  in  confequence  of  a  very 
proper  resolution  of  the  academy, 
that  the  Effays  written  in  German 
fhall  hereafter  be  publifhed  in  that 
language,  and  not  in  French  only, 
as  was  the  original  practice.  The 
papers  of  which  it  is  compofed,  are 
on  different  fubjeCts  in  natural  phi¬ 
lofophy,  political  economy,  mathe¬ 
matics,  and  philofophy ;  few  of 
which  are  of  much  importance. 
The  members,  whofe  names  they 
bear,  are,  profeffor  I.  G.  Walter, 
profeffor  Klaproth,  M.  Mayer, 
M.  F.  A.  L.  von  Burgsdorf,  M.  I. 
E.  Scheibel,  M.  F.  C.  Muller,  M. 
Bode,  profeffor  Engel,  and  profef- 
Wunch.  At  Berlin,  M.  I.  E.  Bode, 
aflronoriier  royal,  has  publifhed  a 
new  edition  of  his  valuable  work, 
entitled  “  An  Illuflration  of  Aflro- 
nomy  and  the  Sciences*  conne&ed 
tvith  it,  with  confiderable  Addi¬ 
tions  and  Emendations,  in  2  Vols.’* 
The  firfl  edition,’  by  which  the 
author  acquired  confiderable  repu¬ 
tation,  appeared  in  the  year  1 77.8. 
At  the  fame  place,  the  fame  gentle¬ 
man  has  publifhed  his  “  Agrono¬ 
mical  Ephemeris,  for  the  Year 
1796,”  which,  as  ufual,  contains 
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much  valuable  matter;,  and  “A 
ColleCHqn  of  Agronomical  Eflays 
and  Obfervations,  being  the  firfl: 
Supplemental  Volume  to  his  Agro¬ 
nomical  Ephemerides,”  The  Iaft 
mentioned  work  confiffs  of  fuch  ma¬ 
terials  forthe  elucidation  of  agrono¬ 
mical  fcience,  as  could  not  conveni¬ 
ently  be  introduced  into  the  Annual 
Ephemerides,  and  at  the  fame  time 
were  too  valuable  to  be  loll  to  the 
public.  At  Erfurt,  M.  J.  J.  Schro¬ 
eter  has  publifhed  u  Obfervations 
on  the  very  remarkable  Mountains 
in  Venus,  and  the  Rotation,  of  that 
Planet,”  containing  an  account  of 
many  difcoveries,  and  remarks  on 
Venus,  the  refult  of  thirteen  years 
application,  which  are  interefling 
both  to  the  aftrdnomer  and  natural 
philofopher.  At  Halle  and  Leip* 
fic,  profeffor  Gren  is  publifhing, 
in  numbers,  “  A  Journal  of  Natural 
Philofophy,”  which  is  upon  a  very 
comprehenfive  plan,  as  it  is  intend¬ 
ed  to  include  all  the  new  difcoveries 
in  natural  philofophy  and  chemif- 
try,  and  promifes  to  render  effential 
fervice  to  the  caufe  of  fcience. 
At  Vienna,  profeffor  Jacquin  has 
publifhed  “  Elementa  Chaemim 
Univerfae  &  Medico  Prseleclioni- 
bus  fuis  accbmmodata,”  which  is 

the  firfl  elementary  book  of  the 

* 

new  fyflem,  with  the  new  Nomen¬ 
clature,  written  in  Latin.  To  the 
articles  already  enumerated  we  can 
only  add  the  titles  of  the  following: 
«  A  Continuation  of  the  EfTays  on 
Volcanic  ProduHs,  by  C.  W. 
Nofe,”  publiflied  at  Frankfort  ; 
«  Mineralogical  Obfervations  on 
the  Carpathian  Mountains,  by  J. 
Ehrenreich  von  Fichte).,  in  Two 
Vols.”  publiflied  at  Vienna  ;  “  De- 
fcriptioiis  of  the  Mountains  of  Ba¬ 
varia,  and  the  Upper  Palatinate, 
with  their  Foflils,  their  former  and 
prefent  Mines,  &c.  by  Mat.  Fluid,’* 
/  T  pub' 


[29ol  FOREIGN  LITER  A  T  U  R  fi. 


publiflied  at  Munich;  “  A  Collec¬ 
tion  of  PhylTcal  E flays,  particularly 
concerning  the  Natural  Hiftory  of 
Bohemia,  &c.  by  I.  D.  Mayer,  in 
Two  Vols.”  publiflijd  at  Drefden  ; 
“  A  Complete  and.eafy  Introduction 
to  Natural  Philosophy,  in  a  Series 
of  Letters,  to  a  voting  Man  of  Rank, 
by  Mich.  Hu  be,  ini  vvoVols.”  pub- 
lifhed  at  Leipfic ;  “  Catholicon, 
being  an  Univerftil  Polyglot  Lexi¬ 
con  of  Natural  Hiftory,  with  ex¬ 
planatory  Obfervatlons,  by  Phil. 
And.  Nemnich,  I.  U.  L.  in  Two 
Vols.”  publiflied  at  the  fame  place, 
and  at  Hamburg  ;  “  The  Bohemian 
Flora,  containing  the  indigenous 
Plants  of  the  Kingdom  of  Bohemia, 
by  F.  W.  Schmidt,  extraordinary 
Profeflor  of  Botany  in  the  Univer- 
flty  of  Prague,”  publiflied  at  that 
place ;  and  a  A  Collection  of  Mif- 
cellaneous  Obferyations  on  Bota- 
iii'co-economieal  Subjects,  by  D.  I. 
’Hedwrg,  Vol.  I.”  publiflied  at 
Lei  pile. 

On  turning  our  attention  to  the 
hiltori cal  productions  of  Germany 
for  the  year  1793,  we  meet  with  a 

Sketch  of  the  Hiftpry  of  the  dif¬ 
ferent  States  of  Europej  by  M. 
Spittler,  A'ulic  Couhfellor,  Vol.  I.” 
publiflied  at  Berlin.  The  inten¬ 
tion  of  this  work  is  '  to  give  the 
Kiftory  of  the  different  ltates  of 
Europe  in  fuch  a  form  as  fliall  an- 
fwer  the  political  enquiries  now 
agitated  :  particularly,  when  and 
how  has  a  third  eflate  arifen  ?  How 
.have  the  relations  of  the  dates  to 
each  other,  and  to  the  government, 
been  conftituted.  ?  How  have  the 
forms  of  adminiftering  juftice  been 
edabS) filed  f  And  w hat  is  the  date 
of  taxation  and  finance  ?  The  pre¬ 
sent  volume  includes  the  hiftory  of 
Spain,  Portugal,  France,  Great  Bri¬ 
tain,  and  the  United  provinces. 

-  m  ■  t  ±  b 


In  fuch  able  hands  as  Mr.  Spit- 
tier’s,  this  work  promifes..  to  -be¬ 
come  a. valuable  compendium  for 
the  information  of  young  perfons. 
At  Altenburg,  M.  Erned  Auguftus 
Sorgel  has  publiflied  a  “Hiftory  of 
European  Wars  in  the  Eighteenth 
Century,  Vol.  I.”  winch  is  a  judi¬ 
cious  abftrat  of  the  information 
difperfed  throughout  a  variety  of 
bulky  memoirs,  and  tedious  records, 
collected  with  impartiality,  and  ar¬ 
ranged  in  a  pleafing  form. —At 
Berlin,  M.  I.  W.  von  Arqhenholz 
has  publiflied  a  “  Fliflory  of  the 
Seven  Years  War  jm  Germany,  in 
Two  Vcls.”  which  appears  to  be 
drawn  up  from  the  mod  authentic 
documents,  and  abounds  in  jud 
remarks,  and  intereding  anecdotes, 
written  in  an  agreeable  ftyle.  At 
the  fame  place,  M.  Erduin  Jul. 
Koch  has  publiflied  “  A  Compen¬ 
dium  of  the  Literary  Hidory  of 
Germany,  from  the  remoted  Period 
to  the  Year  1781,”  which  is  fpoken 
of  as  the  bed  abftrat  which  has 
yet  appeared  on  that  fubjet.  At 
Nuremberg'  M.  G.  Wolfgang  Pan¬ 
zer  lias  publiflied  the  fird  volume, 
of  “  Annals  of  Printing,  from  the 
Invention  of  the  Art  to  the  Year 
1  $06,  compiled  from  the  Works  of 
Mattaire,  Denis,  and  other  learned 
Men,  with  Correctiomaand  Addi¬ 
tions,”  wrhich  is.  executed  with, 
judgment  and  accuracy,  and  con¬ 
tains  many  improvements  on  the 
works  of  his  predeceiibrs  in  this 
branch  of  hiftory.  At.  Leipflc, 
M.  1.  Chrifl.  Yollbeding  pas  pub¬ 
liflied  a  “Repdfitory  of  ufef ul  In¬ 
ventions  and  important  Difcoye- 
ries,  in  Art  and  Science,  &cV 
which  is  the  refill t  of  much  induft 
try  and  application;  and  will  be 
ufeful  in  extending  the  bounda¬ 
ries  of  knowledge*.  At  the  fame. 


4* 


FOREIGN  LITERATURE.  [291] 


place,  M.  Beckman  has  publiflied 
the  third  volume  of  his  4t  Hiftory 
of  Inventions  a  wofk  Sufficient-' 
ly  known,  and  defervedly  Sanction¬ 
ed  by  general  approbation.  At 
the  fame  place,  Dr.  Voigt  has  pub¬ 
lished  “  E.  Toze’s  Historical  and 
Statillical  TraCts.”  Thefe  traCts, 
Which  contain  much  valuable  and 
interesting  matter,  were  Scattered 
through  various  periodical  works, 
Some  of  which  are  not  eafily,  if  at 
all,  to  be  procured.  Dr.  Voigt, 
"therefore,  has  done  an  acceptable 
Service  to  the  public,  by  prefenting 
theftf  in  this  collective  form.  At 
Gottingen,  Baron  Campenhaufen 
has  published  “  A  Sketch  of  a  geo¬ 
graphical  and  fiatiftical  Defcription 
of  the  Provinces  of  the  Ruffian  Em¬ 
pire,”  which  is  valuable  and  inte- 
refling,  on  account  of  the  difficul¬ 
ty  of  acquiring  accurate  informa¬ 
tion  refpb6ting  the  eaten  fi  ve  terri¬ 
tories  that  form  that  aftoniflmig 
Country,  without  much  laborious 
fefearch,  of  a  knowledge  of  the 
Ruffiaii  language.  At  Laubach, 
M.  Ant.  Lindbart  has  published 
i{  A  Sketch  of  the  Hilary  of  Car- 
11  iola,  and  the  other  countries  Of 
the  Southern  Sclavonians,  Subject 
to  the  dominion  of  Auftria,  in  Two 
"Vol!”  This  Work  is  rendered  pe¬ 
culiarly  acceptable  from  the  cib- 
'  cum  fiance.  Of  its  Supplying  us  with 
the  hiftory  of  a  people  but  little 
known,  who*  are  marked  by  great 
briginalitV  of  character,  and  the  ac- 
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count  of  whofe  cuftoms,  manned, 
'religion,  and  laws,  forms  a  curl  bits 
JfiCture  for  tlie  infpeCtiom  of  the 
^  philofoplteV,  as  well  Is  of  thegehe- 
nal  readerr  At  Berlin,  M.T.  Fred. 
Zpllner.  Has  publiflied  u  Letters  on 
Biiefia,  Chicowq  Wialiczka,  ana 
the  Caunt^  of  Glatz,  written  dur¬ 
ing  a  Tour'  in  the  Year  1  79  r ,  in 


Two  Vol!”  which  contain  much 
valuable  information  refpeCtlng 
the  countries  Vifited  by  the  author! 
At  the  fame  place,  M.  Me  filers 
has  publiflied  “  a  Short  Account' 
of  Places  and  Travel!  Vol.  L”  in 
which  the  ingenious  and  obfervant 
author  propoles  only  to  defcrihe 
fuch  plates  and  objects  as  have 
not  employed  the  pens  of  former 
writers,  or  to  fell  us  what  others 
have  npt  told  before  him.  At 
Hamburgh,  Dr.  Wendebcrn  has 
published  “  A  Jbumey  into  Some  of 
the  Welle  rn  and  Southern  Pro¬ 
vince's  of  England,”  with  which 
we  Hi  all  be  glad  tb  become  acr 
quainted  ;  on  account  of  the  /rank 
which  the  doCtor  Sulldiris  as  a  judi¬ 
cious  and  impartial  obferver  of 
men  and  manners,  and  the  high 
commendation  be  flowed  on  it  by 
foreign  reviewers.  Of  the  follow¬ 
ing  publications,  belonging  partly 
to'  the'  biographical  ctafifi  and  part¬ 
ly  to  that  of  travels  arid  voyage! 
we  can  only  in  Serf  the  titles!  u  Ail 
Apology  for' Pope  Gregory  VII. 
fey  J:  Fred.  Gadb,”  publiflied  at 
Tubingen  ;  u  The  Adventures  aqd 
PerSecutioils  of  W.eiiTef,  in  Gem 
many  and  Spain,  written  by .  Him  - 
Self,”  publiflied  at  Halle;  “  The 
Life  of  G.‘E.  Leffiri’g,  With  the  Re¬ 
mainder  of  his  pdltlifi m aid  W o r k% 
Vol.  I.  by  $L.[GrLtmngA  pub¬ 
lished  at"  Berlin';  Advice';  to 
'young  Travellers,  bV*I.  G.  Heinz- 
hnann,”  publiflied  'at  Lei  *p  fie  ; 
“  Letters  written  on  a  Journey 
from  Lorraine  to"  Lower  Saxony, 
by  Adolphus'  Baron  Knigge,”  pub¬ 
'll  (lied  at  Hanover,  the  character  of 
which  our  readers  will  find  in  our 
Catalogue  of  the  Literature  of  the 
United  Provinces;  “  L  tiers  of  a, 
Danifli  Traveller,  written  in  the 
Years  1791,  and  1792,  during  a 
T  ^  Tout* 
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Tour  through  Part  of  Germany, 
Switzerland,  and  France,  tranflated 
from  the  Danifli,”  publifhed  at 
Zullichau  ;  44  Memorandums  of  my 
Third  Tour  in  Switzerland,  written 
to  mitigate  the  Grief  of  my  wound¬ 
ed  Heart,  &c.  by  Sophia  von  la 
Roche,  widow,”  published  at  Of¬ 
fenbach ;  4<  Tours  in  Germany* 
the  Netherlands,  and  France,  &c. 
Vol.  I.”  publiflied  at  Hamburg  ; 
and  44  A  Journey  from  Prefburg  to 
Tranfilvania,  through  Moravia, 
Silefia,  and  Hungary,  in  Three 
Parts,”  publiflied  at  Frankfort. 

The  lafl  German  publications 
for  the  year  1793,  which  call  for 
our  notice,  are  fuch  as  belong  to 
the  head  of  claffical,  critical,  polite, 
and  mifCellaneous  literature.  In 
this  number  is  the  44  general  Syf- 
tem  of  the  Formation  of  Hebrew 
Nouns,  for  the  fludying  of  that 
Language  with  more  Certainty  and 
Facility,  by  W.  Fred.Hezel,”  pub- 
lifhed  at  Halle.  This  work  is 
jftrongly  recommended  by  the  fo¬ 
reign  reviewers,  to  thole  who  wifh 
to  cultivate  the  Hebrew  language. 
At  JLeipfic,  M.  H.  C.  Ab.  Eich- 
fliidt  has  publiflied  a  treatife  on  the 
u  Satirical  Comedy  of  the  Greeks, 
and  particularly  on  theLytierfes  of 
Sofitheus.”  In  this  work  the  au¬ 
thor’s  abilities  as  a  fcholar  and  critic 
appear  to  great  advantage  ;  and  the 
opinions  which  he  fuggefls  refpedl- 
Jng  the-  ancient  Drama  are  defend¬ 
ing  of  perufal.  At  Hamburgh, 
profeffor  Harles,  of  the  univ.erfity 
of  Erlangen,  has  publifhed  the 
2.  II.  and  III.  vols,  of  a  new  edi- 
"  Lion  of  Fabricius’s  44  Bibliotheca 
Grsca,”  which  will  prove  an  ac¬ 
ceptable  prefent  to  the  learned 
world,  on  account  of  the  great  im¬ 
provements  introduced,  which  give 
it  a  decided  fuperiority  over  pre- 
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ceding  editions.  Thefe  confift, 
chiefly,  in  a  careful  porre&ion  of 
the  typographical  errors  which 
abounded  in  the  other  editions,  and 
in  numerous  important  philological 
remarks,  which  the  editor  was  en¬ 
abled  to  felefl  from  the  very  va¬ 
luable  editions  of  Greek  dallies 
publiflied  fince  the  time  of  Fabri- 
cius.  At  Leipfic,  profeffor  A.  H. 
L.  Fleeren  has  edited  44  Comments 
on  the  Writers  of  the  Latin  Church 
of  the  fir  ft  Six  Centuries,  adapted 
to  Fabricius’s  Bibliotheca  Latina, 
by  I.  G.  A.  Oeirich,”  who  died 
before  his  performance  was  pub¬ 
lifhed  ;  and  M.  C.  T.  G.  Scho'ne- 
mann,  fecretary  to  the  Royal  Li¬ 
brary  at  Gottingen,  has  publifhed 
44  An  Hiftorico -literary  Bibliotheca 
of  the  Latin  Fathers,  from  Tertul- 
lian  to  Gregory  the  Great,  and 
Ifiodorus  of  Spain,  adapted  to  Fa¬ 
bricius’s  Bibliotheca  Latina.”  Both 
thefe  works  are  ably  executed,  and 
are  very  proper  fupplements  to  Er- 
nefli’s  edition  of  Fabricius.  The 
plan  of  them  was  formed  by  pro- 
feffor  Heyne,  and  the  gentlemen 
who  completed  it,  undertook  the 
talk  at  his  recommendation*  At 
Prague,  M.  Jof.  Dobrowlky  has 
publifhed  a  44  Hiflpry  of  the  Bohe¬ 
mian  Language  and  Literature,” 
which  will  probably,  in  fome  fu¬ 
ture  time,  become  an,  objed:  of  con- 
fiderable  curioflty,  as  the  Bohe¬ 
mian  language,  from  a  variety  of 
circumflances,  is  likely  to  become 
obfolete,  excepting  among  the 
lower  ranks,  and  in  particular  dif- 
tr'dls.  To  this  clafs  of  publica¬ 
tions  are  we  to  refer  44  a  General 
Bibliographical  Didionary,  of  all 
the  Books  printed  in  Germany,  and 
in  the  adjacent  Countries,  with  the 
names  of  the  Bookfellers,  and  the 
Prices,  in  Four  Vols.  by  William 

Heinfius*” 
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Helnfius,”  publifhed  at  Leipflc ; 
“  A  Supplement  to  the  Typogra-' 
phical  Monuments  of  the  Fifteenth 
Century,  preferved  in  the  Library 
of  the  regular  Canons  of  St.  Au- 
guftin,  at  Neuftiff,  in  Tirol,”  pub- 
liflied  at  Brixen  ;  “An  Account  of 
the  Works  of  Art  in  Italy,  by  F1F. 
Hofstiitter,  in  Two  Vols.”  pub¬ 
lifhed  at  Vienna  ;  a  A  Supplement 
■to  Sulzer’s  general  Theory  of  the 
fine  Arts,  or  Characters  of  the 
principal  Poets  of  all  Nations, 
with  critical  and  hiftorical  E flays, 
in  Two  Vols.”  publifhed  at  Leip- 
fic;  “  New  Writings  of  Goethe, 
Vol.  I.”  publifhed  at  Berlin  ;  “  The 
Scattered  Leaves  of  Herder,  Vol.  V.” 
publifhed  at  Gotha ;  “  a  General 
Dictionary  of  Sea  Terms,  by  J.  FI. 
Roding,  Vol.  I.”  publifhed  at 
Hamburgh  ;  “  Trabts  on  Educa¬ 
tion,  by  P.  I.  Lieberkiihn,  late 
'Mafler  of  the  Elizabethian  Aca¬ 
demy  at  Brefiau,  with  his  Life,  See. 
by  Profeffor  L.  F.  Gedicke,”  pub- 
liflied  at  Zullichau  ;  “  Dramatica 
Bibliotheca,  or  Accounts,  Charac¬ 
ters,  and  Specimens  of  the  princi¬ 
pal  ancient  and  modem  Dramatic 
Poets,  of  various  Nations,  by  J.  J. 
Efchenburg,”  publifhed  at  Berlin 
and  Stetin ;  “Medea  in  Corinth.” 
and  “  Medea  on  Caucafus,”  Two 
Tragedies,  by  M.  F.  M.  Klinger, 
publifhed  at  Leipfic ;  and  “  Vitel- 
fia,  a  Tragedy,  from  which  was 
taken  the  Titus  of  M.  de  Belloy, 
by  M.  von  Rhetz,”  publifhed  at 
Brunfwic. 

Among  the  very  few*  literary 
productions  of  Switzerland,  of 
which  we  have  received  any  ac¬ 
count,  the  firil  that  demands  our 
notice  is  “  a  Bibliotheca  of  facred 
Hiftory;  an  Attempt  to  promote 
the  Study  of  Biblical  Hiftory,  with 
a  View  to  an  Apology  for  Chrif- 
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tianity,  by  J.  J.  Fiefs,  in  Two 
Vols.”  publifhed  at  Zurich.  This 
is  a  learned  and  ingenious  work, 
and  comes  recommended  to  the 
theological  ftudent  by  the  high 
reputation  which  the  author  has 
already  obtained  from  his  publi¬ 
cations  in  facred  literature.  At  the 
fame  place,  captain  F.  L.  Haller 
has  publifhed  a  “  Sketch  of  a 
Hiftory  of  the  Helvetians,  under 
the  Romans,  from  the  Death  of 
Julius  Caefar  to  the  great  Emi¬ 
gration  under  the  Emperor  H0110- 
rius.”  This  is  a  valuable  and  in- 
terefting  work,  and  has  effected 
much  towards  -the  elucidation  of 
the  hiftory  of  Switzerland  during 
the  period  in  queftion.  The  au¬ 
thor  had  peculiar  difficulties  to 
ftruggle  with;  and  for  his  docu¬ 
ments  was  obliged  to  recur  to  the 
inrperfebt  monuments  of  the  Ro¬ 
mans  Hill  exifting  in  that  country, 
or  to  the  deferiptions  and  copies 
of  fuch  as  are  no  longer  preferved. 
Of  thefe  fources,  however,  he  has 
abjv  availed  himfelf,  and  filled  up 
fome  confiderable  chafms  in  the 
hiftory  of  his  native  country.  At 
Zug,  'Vincent  Schmid,  Major  and 
Recorder  of  Ury,  has  publifhed  a 
«  General  Hiftory  of  the  Republic 
0/  Ury,  in  Two  Vols.”  which  is 
an  important  work,  and^  at  the 
prefent  period,  when  th-e  advan¬ 
tages  and  difadvantages  attending 
different  forms  of  government  are 
'  Warmly  can  vailed,  highly  intei  eff¬ 
ing.  It  ill  lift  rates,  by  an  appeal  to 
experience  of  fome  centuries,  the 
adaptation  of  the  democratical  form 
to  a  nation  equally  virtuous  and 
enlightened  with  the  people  of  Ury. 
The  “  Short  Attempt  at  a  particu¬ 
lar  Fliftory  of  Underwald.  above 
and  below,  the  Foreft  of  Kern,  in 
Two  Vols.”  publifhed  at  Lucerij, 
is  the  mint  production  of  a  clergy - 
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man  of  the  name  of  Buffinger,  and 
of  a  lieutenant  in  the  Swifs  fervice 
of  the  name  of  Zelger,  and  is  a 
proper  companion  to  the  work 
above  mentioned,  At  Berne  an 
interefting  work  has  been  publi  fil¬ 
ed,  entitled  44  Portraits  of  the  moft 
iliuftrious  Authors  of  German  Li¬ 
terature,  with  an  Account  of  their 
Lives ‘and  their  Works.”  This 
collection  contains  much  valuable 
biographical  information,  for  which 
the  reader  would  have  to  toil 
through  an  immenfe  number  of 
.volumes and  judicious  and  pleaf- 
ing  extracts  from  the  works  of 
feme  of  the  mofl  celebrated  au¬ 
thors,  principally  poets,  from  Opitz 
to  Goethe,  a  period  of  nearly  two 
centuries.  At  the  fame  place  have 
appeared..,44  Travels  among  the  Kal¬ 
mucks  and  Tartars,”  confilting 
of  a  well  executed  abridgment  of 
a  number  of  quarto  volumes  in  the 
Ge  rman  language,,  in  which  are 
detailed  the  journals  of  different 
.traveller's,  Ruffians,  Swedes, French, 
Germans,  and  others,  among  thofe 
lingular  nations.  This  work  is  fo 
highly  commended,  as  containing 
an  uncommon  fund  of  information 
and  amufement,  that  we  fhould  be' 
glad  to  become  acquainted  with  it 
in  an  Englifn  drefs.  At  Zurich, 
M.  Marfchlins  h  as  published  the 
fkft  Volume  of  44  Travels  in  va¬ 
rious  parts  of  the  Kingdom  of 
Naples,- with  Plates;”  and  at  the 
fame  place  have  appeared,  in  Three 
Vols.  44  the  Pefthnrnous  Works  of 
Ephraim  Mofes  Cuch,”  a  Jewifh 
poet,  the  acquaintance  of  Mendei- 
ffion  and  Leffing,  whp  chiefly  ex¬ 
celled  in  epigram,  fong,  and  fable. 

The  fir  ft  publications  on  our 
fliort  and  imperfedf  lift  of,  Italian 
^teratuve,  are  mathematical,  •  philo- 
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fophical,  or  economical.  —  At  Pa? 
dua,  B.  Gregoire  Fontana,  profeffor 
of  mathematics  in  the  univerfity  of 
Padua,  has  pubiifhed  “  A  Difcnurfe 
on  the  Problem  of  the  Longitudes,” 
in  which  he  deferibes,  in  a  very 
perfpicuous  manner,-  the  different 
methods  which  have  been  followed 
for  the  difeovery  of  a  fliip’s  lon¬ 
gitude,  by  meal u ring  the  fhip’s 
co.urfe  with  a  line  and  log,  the  im- 
merfions  and  emerlions  of  Jupiter’s 
fatellites,  and  by  lunar  obferva- 
tions ;  and  points  out  the  difficulties 
and  uncertainties  ydiich  attend 
them.  He  afterwards  explains,  as 
well  as  he  is  able,  without  figures, 
Harrifon’s  method  of  calculating  it 
byareguiarly  going  watch,  to  which 
he  awards  the  prize  of  fuperior  me¬ 
rit,  and  pronounces  the  author 
worthy  of  the  public  reward  which 
he  received;  44  after contefting  with 
the  pride  of  fcience,  with  intereft, 
with  party,  and  with  prejudice.” 
—  At  Milan,  F.  B.  Ferari,  of  the 
college  of  engineers  at  Milan,  has 
pubiifhed  an  important  work  in 
hydroftatics,  entitled  44  On  the  Cor- 
rofions  of  Rivers,  &c.”  which  de¬ 
fences  the  attention  of  the  projec¬ 
tors  and  proprietors  of  the  nume¬ 
rous  navigable  canals  which  are 
carrying  qn  in  the  Britifli  .i  (lands. 
— At  Bad u a,  profeffor  Compared i 
has  pubiifhed  a  work,  entitled,  44  An 
Introduction  to  Vegetable  Phyfics;”- 
in  which  he  compares  the  anatomy 
of  plants  with  that  of  animals.  The 
Italian  literati  fpeak  of  itwith  great 
approbation. — At  Baffp.no,  the  abbe 
Giuf.  Olivi  has  pubiifhed  a  work 
entitled  44  Zoologia.  Adriatica,” 
which  is  part  of  a  larger  work,  in¬ 
tended  to,  contain  an  account  of 
, the  animals  and  aquatic  plants  of 
the  gulf  of  Venice,  cl.affed  accord¬ 
ing,  to- the  order  of  Linnaeus.  The 
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prefent  volume  defcribes  the  genus 
of  the  cancri,  and  the  feveral  or¬ 
ders  of  vermes. — At  Venice,  fa¬ 
ther  Giov.  Batida,  da  S.  Marini, 
has  ptiblifhed  “  Direftiohs  for  pu¬ 
rifying  Honey,”  fo  as  to  make  it 
not  lefs  agreeable  to  the  tafte  than 
fugar.  His  procefs  is  fo  fhort, 
eafy,  and  cheap,  that  we  dial!  in¬ 
fect  it.  To  three  parts,  by  weight, 
of  honey,  add  eight  of  water,  and 
one  of  charcoal,  broken  into  fmail 
pieces,  but  not  reduced  to  powder. 
Beil  -the  mixture  for  an  hour,  and 
afterwards  filtrate  it  fo  as  entirely 
to  feparate  the  chafcoal  from  it. 
When  thus  purified,  evaporate  it 
over  a  flow  fire  to  the  confidence 
of  a  thick  fyrup.'-  At  Vicenza,  a 
treatife  has  been  publifhed,  encou¬ 
raged  by  the  academy  of  agricul¬ 
ture  in  that  place,  entitled,  “  In- 
druCtions  for  the  ufefui  Manage¬ 
ment  of  Bees,  and  the  Method  of 
deriving;  the  greateil  Advantages 
from  them,”  which  contain  the 
bed  opinions  on  this  fubjefl,  re¬ 
folding  from  experience  ancient 
and  modern. 

The  next  articles  which  we  have 
to  announce  in  Italian  literature, 
belong  to  the  head  of  hidory,  geo¬ 
graphy,  and  antiquities.  In  this 
member  are  the  “  Ligurian  Letters, 
or  Critical  Remarks  on  the  Geogra¬ 
phical  State  of  Liguria,  to  theTime 
of  Otho  the  Great,  with  an  Hido- 
rical  Account  of  Caffa,  and  other 
Places  in  the  Crimea,  formerly  in 
the  Polfeifion  of  the  Genoeie,  and 
a  Defcription  of  feme  Ligurian 
Antiquities,  by  Ab.  Jafper  Lewis 
Odorico,  a  Patrician  of  Genoa./’ 
publidied  at.  Badaiio.  From  the 
ample  title-page  which  we  have  in¬ 
serted,  our  readers  will  underdand 
the  nature  and  obje£t  of  this  work, 
which  is  faid  to  be  executed  in  a 
pefpedtabfe  manner. — At  Fuligno, 


a  work  hath  been  publifhed,  entitled 
w  Gregory  VII.  by  Alphonfo  Count 
Muzzare.li,”  which  is  an  ingeni¬ 
ous,  althc  u  ?;h  in  our  edimation  by 
no  means  a  fatisfaefory,  defence  of 
the  character  and  pontificate  of  the 
famous  Hildebrand,  who  raifed  the 
papal  power  to  an  adonifhing 
height,  and  treated  with  unheard-of 
indignities  thofe  fovereign  princes, 
who  heiitated  at  yielding  him  the 
mod  profound  and  unreferved  fub- 
miffioii. — At  Florence,  Ferd.  Fold 
has  publifhed  “  A  Catalogue  of  Books 
printed  in  the  Thirteenth  Cen¬ 
tury,  preferved  in  the  Magliabechian 
public  Library  at  Florence,  V ol  I.” 
which  will  be  edeemed  a  valuable 
work  bv  thofe  who  wifh  to  become 
acquainted  with  the  ancient  hidory 
of  printing.  The  deferiptions  of 
the  books  are  full  and  exafit ;  the 
prefaces  and  dedications  of  fome 
are  reprinted,  and  are  followed  by 
fhdrt  lives  of  the  authors.  —At 
Rome  have  been  publifhed  the 
third  and  fourth  volumes  of  a 
learned  and  fplendid  work,  adorned 
with  plates,  entitled,  u  The  Pio- 
Clementine  Mu  feu  m,  deferibed  by 
Ennio  Quirino  Vifconti,  Director 
of  the  Mufeum  in  the  Capitol.” 
Thefe  volumes  contain  an  account 
and  explanation  of  the  ltatues  and 
buds  with  which  the  prefent  pope 
has  enriched  that  magnificent  col¬ 
lection,  which  have  been  partly 
found  in  new  excavations  made  by 
his  order,  and  partly  purchafed 
from  different  collections  in  Italy. 
— At  the  fame  place  M.  Jerome 
Fanini  has  publidied  u  A  Supple¬ 
ment  to  Anfelm  Banduri’s  Coins 
of  Roman  Emperors,  from  Traja- 
nus  Decius  to  Condantine  Draco- 
fes,  with  twelve  Plates,”  which  is  a 
valuable,  elegant,  and  at  the  fame 
time  cheap  work:.  , 

The  la#  articles  which  we  have 
T  4  t© 
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to  mention  in  Italian  literature,  plode  the' opinions' which  prevail 
are  mifcellaneous  and  poetical,  in  the  greater  part  of  the. Chriftian 
They  are  “  An  E ITav  on  tfte  gene-  world.  That  the  author- is  fucceiT- 
ral  Commerce  of  European  Na-  ful  in  pointing  out  a  variety  of  ab- 
tions,  and  on  that  of  Sicily  in  par-  furdities  which  have  been  enforced 
ticular,”  publifhed  at  Venice,  which  mn  mankind  by  the  advocates  of 
is  fhort  and  curforv  ;  44  The  Aca-  different  Chriftian  fyftems,  is  what 


demy  of  the  Loves,  in  Verfe  and 
Rrofe,”  publifned  at  Parma,  which 
is.  fpoken  of  as  an  agreeable  and 
pleating  mifceliany ;  and  a  Latin 
poem  44  On  the  Chriftian  Reli¬ 
gion,  in  Seven  B  oks,  by  H.  Barel- 
li,”  publifhed  at  Bergamo.  The 
{aft  mentioned  is  a  didadtic  work, 
in  which  the  author  undertakes  to 
combat  deiim,  and  the  tenets  of 
the  proteftaut  and  Greek  churches, 
and  to  prove,  that  tee  obfeurities 
of  natural  relxpion  are  onlv  to  be 

O  ✓ 

removed  bv  the  dodtrines  of  the 
holy  catholic  faith. 

When  we  turn  our  attention  to 
the  literature  of  France  for  the  year 
1793,  we, are  under  the  neceffity  of 
pleading  the  peculiar  circumftances 
of -that  country,;  and  the  difficulty 
of  procuring  literary  information 
through  very  circuitous  channels, 
as  our  apology  for  preheating  our 
readers  with  a  fketch  ft  ill  more  im- 
perfedl  than  we  have  been  accuf- 
tomed  to  infert  in  this  department 
of  our  annual  labours,.  The  firft 
publication  which  we  have  to  an¬ 
nounce  is,  u  Mythology  familiarly 
illu  ft  rated,  with  One  Hundred  and 
eight  coloured  Figures,  in  Twelve 
fmall  Volumes/’  This  work  is 
fpoken  of  as  an  elegant-and  pleaftng 
one.— The  work  entitled  44  On  the 
exifting  Generations — Human  Ab- 
furdity— a  Dreamer  of  the  Alps,” 
contains  difcuffions  on  a  variety  of 
topics,  intended  to  propagate  the 
principles  of  the  new  religious  iyf- 
tem  adopted  in  France,  and  to  ex- 


we  readily  grant :  but  the  Chrifti- 
anity  which  he  has  painted  in  odi¬ 
ous  colours,  and  againft:  which  he 
diredls  his  attack,  is  not  the  Chrif- 
tianity  of  the  New  Teftament,  but 
the  offspring  of  human  weaknefs 
and  folly,  covered  with  artificial 
and  glaring  ornaments,  not  dreffed 
in.  the  fimple  garb  of  truth. — The 
treatife  entitled  44  Prejudices  de- 
ftroyed,  by  M.  Lequinio,  a  Mem¬ 
ber  of  the  National  Convention,” 
is  written  with  the  view  qf  coun¬ 
teracting  the  influence  of  the  hu¬ 
man  paiiions,  at  a  crifis  fo  import¬ 
ant  as  the  prefent  to  France,  and 
to  all  Europe ;  and  of  infpiring  his 
countrymen  with  the  refolution,  tq 
take  nothing  for  granted  which  will 
not  bear  the  tell  of  cool  reafon  and 
reftedtion,  and  to  abandon  all  pri¬ 
vate  interefts,  whatever  they  may 
be,  when  they  come  in  competition 
with  the  happinefs  of  the  public. 
What  profpedts  there  are  of  his 
fuccefs,  we  pretend  not  to  deter¬ 
mine. — M.  la  Tour’s  44  Effay  on 
Duels,  is  a  valuable  work,  and  con¬ 
tains  a  judicious  feledliqn  of  the 
moil  important  arguments  which 
have  been  urged  by  thebeft  writers 
againft  that  barbarous  practice. — 
The  third  and  fourth  volumes  of 
M.  de  la  Croix  44  On  the  Confti- 
tutions.  of  the  principal  States  of 
Eurqpe,  and  of  the  United  States 
of  America,”  contain  an  examina¬ 
tion  of  the  governments  of  Swit¬ 
zerland,  Sardinia,  Naples,  Spain, 
Portugal,  and  France.  They  pre- 
fent  us  with  the  obfervations 

and 
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and  remarks  of  a  per fon  poflef- 
fing  a  well  informed  mind,  habi¬ 
tuated  to  reflection,  and  entertain¬ 
ing  liberal  and  enlarged’  views. — 
“  The  Politics  of  all  the  Cabinets 
of  Europe,  during  the  Reigns  of 
1  ouis  XV.  and  XVI.  intwoVols.” 
confift  of  pieces  relative  to  the  fe- 
cret  correfpondence  of  the  count 
de  Broglio,  the  Memoirs  of  M.  de 
Vergennes,  M.  Turgot,  the  Car¬ 
dinal  de  Rohan,  See.  faid  to  have 
been  found  in  the  cabinet  of  Louis 
XVI.  Whether  they  were  fo,  or 
otherwife,  many  of  them, which  bear 
ftrongN  internal  marks  of  genuine- 
nefs,  are  curious  and  inftrueftive, 
and  throw  confiderahle  light  on  the 
policy  which  actuated  the  different 
courts  of  Europe,  during  the  pe¬ 
riod  to  which  they  refer. —  The 
treatife  44  On  the  Public  Credit  of 
of  France,  Sc c.  by  M.  Gouget 
Defhnandes,”  points  out,  in  a 
linking  manner,  the  advantages 
which  may  arife  to  the  public  from 
proper  national  encouragements  to 
commerce,  indnffry,  and  rural  eco¬ 
nomy  :  the  grand  fprings  of  the 
wealth  and  political  importance  of 
England  and  the  United  Provinces. 
M.  Peviliaine’s  44  General  Plan  of 
Public  Inftrudlion,”  is  fpoken  of 
as  a  fenfible  and  ufeful  perform¬ 
ance,  inculcating,  in  forcible  and 
perfuafive  terms,  maxims  of  ge¬ 
nuine  patriotifm,  and  mild  phiio- 
fophy.-—  M.  Agier’s  44  Confidera- 
tions  on  the  Reform  of  the  Civil 
Laws,  accompanied  with  a  Plan 
and  Ciaftification  of  thofe  Laws,” 
a  work  which  the  editors  of  the  Mer- 
cure  Francois  commend,  as  founded 
0n  the  principles  of  found  policy, 
and  particularly  adapted  to  a  coun¬ 
try  regenerating  its  conftitution. 

In  mathematics  and  phiiolophy, 
we  meet  with  the  u  Journal  of  the 
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Lyceum  at  Paris.”  This,  inftitu- 
tion,  which  is  an?  evidence  that  the 
French  nation  are  not  inattentive 
to  the  interefts  of  feience  and  the 
arts,  while  engaged  in  the  tumults 
of  war,  was  opened  with  great  fo- 
Jemnity  in  the  month  of  April. 
The  journal  of  the  firft  feffion  con¬ 
tains  the  hiftory  of.  its  opening,  the 
fpeeches  which  were  delivered  by 
tne  prefident  and  other  public  cha¬ 
racters,  and  an  account  of  the 
prizes  which  were  be  cowed  as  the 
reward  of  merit,  and  of  thofe  that 
are  held  out  to  encourage  future 
exertions.  We  may,  probably,  have 
future  opportunities  of  recording 
the  memoirs  of  this  national  inftitu- 
fion,  and  of  pointing  out  the  im¬ 
portant  difcmlions  to  which  it  may 
give  rife. — 44  The  Report  of  the 
Academy  of  Sciences  on  the  gene¬ 
ral  Syftem  of  Weights  and  Mea- 
fures,  by  Borda,  la  Grange,  and 
Monge,  fent  to  the  Committee  of 
Public  Inftrudlion,  29th  May,i  793,” 
explains  the  new  fyftem  which 
has  been  adopted  by  the  conven¬ 
tion,  and  which  was  firft  recom¬ 
mended  to  the  national  aftembly  in 
1 790.  This  fyftem,  which  is  found¬ 
ed  011  a  fcale  of  decimal  divifions, 
is  clear  and  fimple,  and  tends  in  a 
great  meafure,  if  not  entirely,  to 
fupply  a  defideratum,  which  has 
been  long  wiflied  for  in  all  coun¬ 
tries. — M.  de  la  Landehas  publifh- 
ed,  at  the  national  expence,  44  An 
Abridgment  of  Navigation,  Hif- 
toricai,  Theoretical,  and  Practical, 
with  Plates,”  which  is  an  ufeful 
work,  and  contains  not  lefs  than 
three  hundred  pages  of  horary  ta¬ 
bles,  for  difeovering  true  time  by. 
the  height  of  the  fun  and  ftars. — 
M.  Mechain’s  44  Connoifiance  des 
Temps,”  for  1793,  contains  the 
annual  eplignerides,  with,  inftead 
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of  the  ufual  catalogue  of  ftars  from 
de  la  Caille,  the  right  afcenfron  of 
261  ftars  feleCted  from  Mafkelyne 
and  Dclambre,  with  their  declina¬ 
tions,  for  January  1,  1794,  accord¬ 
ing  to  do  la  Call  Sc  and  de  la  Lande. 

- — Mr.  Fourcroy’s  “  Chemical  Phi- 
lofophy,  or  fundamental  Truths  of 
Modem  Chfc\nftftry,  arranged  in  a 
New  Order,”  was  fir  ft  publi  fried  in 
the  new  Encyclopedic,.  under  the 
name  of  Axioms;  but  on  account 
of  its  utility,  and  forming  of  itfelf 
a  whole,  has  begn  detached  from 
that  expenfrve  work,  and  publifh- 
ed  in  a  feparafe  form.  In  twelve 
chapters,  the  author  inftructs  Ids 
fiwdents  in  the  principles  of  the 
whole  fcienceof  modern  chemifrry. 
—The  Annals  of  Chemifrry,” 
which  have  been  pnbliffrec!  perio¬ 
dically,  by  Mefrrs.  De  Morveau, 
JLavoifter,  Monge,  Berthclfret,  Four- 
.eroy,  Adet,  Hafreii'fratz,  Dietrich, 
Seguin,  Vaugelm,  and  Pelletier, 
and  which  comprize  an  ufe  ful  col- 
kclion  of  faffs  and  experiments, 
Irave  during  the  prefent  bear  been 
continued  fro  far  as  to  complete  the 
fourteenth  volume.— The  follow¬ 
ing  articles  belong  to  natural hifrory; 
w  Sketch  of  the  Natural  and  Bo¬ 
tanical  Hifrory  of  the  Plants  of  the 
Family  of  Ste/latse,  a  Work  which 
obtained  a  Prize  at  ’the  Public 
Meeting  of  the  Roval  Academy  of 
boences  at 'Lyons,  by  M.  Wi  lie- 
met,  Dean  of  the  College  of  Phar- 
macy,  &c..”  and  a  Memoir  on  the 
Necellitv  of  adding  a  Menage  to 
the  National  Botanic  Garden,  by 
Bernbardin  de  St.  Pierre.”  The 
idea  of  fitch  an  inftitution  originat¬ 
ed  with  the  celebrated  Buffon,  and 
would  have  been  carried  into  exe¬ 
cution,  had  not.  .his  plans  been 
thwarted  by  feme  oNthofe  Cour¬ 
tiers,  whole  Iiiforcfted  oppdfrtion  to 


every  meafure  for  improvement 
was  one  of  the  firfr  caufes  of  the 
fubfequent  events  in  which  they 
tbemfelves  have  beeh  filch  fiif- 
ferers.  ' 

Under  the  "'head  of  hifrory,  we 
meet  with  very  few  publications  of 
any  importance.  M.  Bonneville  is 
publifhing  the  u  Hifrory  of  Mocfern 
Europe,  from  the  Irruption  of  the 
Northern  I\ations  to  our  own 
Times,”  of  which  three  volumes 
have  already  made  their  appear¬ 
ance.  The  Parifian  critics  fav,  that 
its  merits  do  not  rife  above  medio-, 
cbity. — M.Mercier’s u  Political  and 
Hiftorical  Fragments,  in  3  VolsT 
compofe  a  Farrago,  in  which  im¬ 
portant  truths  and  juft  reflections 
are  ftrangely  intermixed  with  pa¬ 
radoxes  and  reveries',  unworthy  the 
character  which  the  author  fuftains 
among  men  of  jetters.  Fie  writes, 
however,  like  an  honeft  man,  and 

a  true  lover  of  his  country. — The 

* 

“  Account  delivered  in  to  the  Mi- 
nifter  at  War,  Lieutenant-general 
A.  Dillon,  Commander  of  the  ArnVv 
of  the  Ardennes,  accompanied  by 
jufrificatory  Pieces,  and  Containing 
Military  Details,  the  Knowledge  of 
which  is  necefrary  to  underhand 
the  mod  interefting  Part  of  the  me¬ 
morable  Campaign  of  1792,”'  is  an 
interefting  publication,  which  the 
general  reader  will  perufe  with 
pleafure,  and  which  the  hiftorian 
of  the  period  will  receive  as  a  very 
important  and  valuable  document. 
—  Such,  likewife,  will  be  the  efti- 
mation  in  which  “  the  Correfpon- 
dence  between  General  Dumourier 
and  Pache,  Minifter  of  War,  during 
the  Campaign  in  Flanders  and  Bra¬ 
bant,  in  1 792,”  will  be  held.— The 
“Account  of  his  ConduCf  during  his 
Mayoralty,  prefented  by  Jerome 
Petion  to  his  Fellow-citizens,”  will 

alia 
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alfo  be  conftdered  in  a  fimilar  point 
of  view,  and  w-ilf  be  found  to  throw 
light  on  feveral  circumftances,  of 
which  very  imperfedt  and  mutilated 
accounts  have  reached  this  fide  of 
the  water. — The  i4  Gazette  des  Tri- 
bunaux,  in  7  Vols.”  is  likewife  a 
work  inter  effing  to  curiofity,  and 
proper  to  be  referred  to  as  a  record 
of  faffs,  as  it  gives  an  accurate 
and  particular  account  of  many  im¬ 
portant  trials  and  decifions,  during 
the  years  1 791,  1792,  and  1793. — 
The  following  publications  are  of  a 
fimilar  defcription  :  44  An  Impar¬ 
tial  Hiftory  of  the  Trial  of  Louis 
XVI.  by  M.  Jeuffret,  with  all  the 
relative  Pieces,  in  8  Vols.”  and 
<4  Le  pour  et  le  Contre,”  being  a 
complete  collection  of  the  opinions 
pronounced  in  the  convention, 
during  the  proceedings  againff 
Louis  VI.  to  which  are  added  all 
the  authentic  papers  belonging  to 
that  procefs.- — M.  Millin  has  pub- 
liflied  the  fourth  volume  of  his 

v  t  \ 

44  National  Antiquities, ”  an  mte- 
tefting  and  magnificent  work,  the 
nature  of  which  we  explained  in 
our  laft  years  Regifter. — 44  TheRe- 
fearches  on  the  Coftume§  and  The¬ 
atres  of  all.  Nations,  Ancient  and 
Modern,  in  2  Vols.  with  coloured 
Plates,”  is  a  work  of  erudi  ion  and 
curious  information,  which  merits 
the  attention  of  every  theatrical 
amateur,  and  offers  valuable  in- 
ilrucfion  to  managers  and  adors. 
—  The  44  Travels  of  M.  P.  S.  Pallas, 
in  different  Provinces  of  the  Em¬ 
pire  of  Ruffia,  and  in  the  North  of 
Aha,  tranflated  from  the  German, 
jay  M.  Gauthier  de  la  Peyronie, 
in  3  Vols.  and  one  of  Plates,” 
will  be  highly  gratifying  to  readers 
of  different  defcriptions.  We  are  a 
little  furprized,  that  a  work  well 
known  to  abound  in  intereffing  in¬ 


formation,  hfflorical  and  fcientific, 
and  which  is  rendered  highly  enter¬ 
taining  by  tpe  variety  of  novel  ob¬ 
jects  which  it  ore  fen  is  to  us,  fhould 
continue  fo  Jpng  locked  up  from 
the  ufe  of  the  Englifh  reader.  -The 
44  Travels  in  the  Defert  of  Saara,  or 
Zara,  by  M.  Follie,  Officer  of  the 
Colonial  Adminiftration,”appear  to 
have  been  written  bv  another  of  the 

l  -  - 

fufferers,  in  the  unfortunate  expe¬ 
dition  in  which  M.  Saugnier  was 
engaged,  and,  excepting  the  extras 
.  ordinary  adventures  of  the  author, 
contain  little  information  which  we 
have  not"  already  received,’- The 
44  Journey  through  the  feveral  De¬ 
partments  of  France,  by  a  Society 
of  Artiffs  and  Literary  Men,  illuf- 
trated  with  Maps  and  Plates,”  is  an 
elegant  and  pleafmg  work,  publifh- 
ing  in  numbers,  the  text  of  which 
is  written  by  M.  Valee,  formerly  a 
captain  in  the  army,  and  the  maps 
and  prints  executed  by  Meffrs. 
Brion.  To  foreigners,  efpecially, 
it  will  be  an  acceptable  publication, 
as  it  lays  before  them  an  accurate 
and  partial  lar  account  of  the  French 
|lepublic,as  it  exifts -under  the  new 
territorial  divifions,  of  its  produc¬ 
tions,  and  of  the  mod  remarkable 
objedts  of  nature  and  of  art  that 
merit  the  notice  of  the  traveller,  in¬ 
terwoven  with  a  variety  of  lively 
and  entertaining  luitorical  anec¬ 
dotes.  <  . 

The  laft  publications  in"  French 
literature,  which  we  have  to  infert 
in  our  Catalogue  for  the  year  1 793, 
are  ciaifical,  mifcellaneous,  and  po¬ 
etical.  The  firft  which  we  meet 
with’  is  45  The  Works  of  Lucian, 
tranflated  from,  the  Greek,  with 
Hifforical  and  Critical  Remarks, 
and  collated,  with  Six  Manufcripts, 
in  the  Library,  formerly  Royal,” 

in  fix  volumes.  This  tranflation  is 
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laid  to  be  executed  by  a  perfon 
eminently  veiled  in  Greek  and  Latin 
literature  ;  and  although  it  is  not  fo 
elegant  as  might  bewifhed,is  far  fu- 
perior  in  point  of  fidelity  to  thofe 
of  d’Ablancourt  and  Mafiieu, which 
were  both  taken  from  the  Latin, — 
«-  Alcibiades,  an  Infant,  a  Youth, 
a  Man,  and  an  Old  Man,  in  Four 
Vols.”  is  a  well  written,  inftruc- 
tive,  and  amufing  work,  on  the 
plan  of  profeffor  MeifTmer ;  who, 
taking  for  his  guide  Plutarch’s  Bio¬ 
graphy  of  that  celebrated  Athenian, 
compofed  a  number  of  fimple  and 
familiar  dialogues,  diverfified  with 
intereiting  and  moral  epifodes,  in 
which  the  Greek  coftume  is  very 
happily  preferved. — An  edition  of 
Milton’s  “  Paradife  Loft”  has  ap¬ 
peared  at  Paris,  in  Two  Vols.  4to. 
French  and  Englifli,  with  twelve 
plates  in  colours,  after  defigns  of 
Schall,  which,  in  refpeCt  to  the 
typography,  and  the  engravings, 
is  elegant  and  fplendid.  —  The  work 

entitled  “  Idvlles,  by  M.  B - ,” 

is  the  produ£fion  of  a  Flemifh  poet, 
who,  in  not  unpleafing  rhymes, 
piaffes  the  paftoral  manners  of  iiis 
countrymen.  — “  The  Bees,  or  the 
Happy  Government,  a  Poem,  read 
at  the  Lyceum  of  Equality,  July  4, 
1792,  &c.  by  Dorat  Cubieres,”  is 
in  ode  ft  ly  ftyied  by  the  author,  no¬ 
thing  more  than  gleanings  after  a 
full  harveft  reaped  by  Virgil,  Reau¬ 
mur,  la  Pluche,  Mandeville,  and 
others.  The  foreign  journalifts  ob- 
ferve,  that  they  are  gleanings  well 
worth  the  labour  of  traverfing  the 
held  that  afforded  them.  —  The 
‘•‘■Dramatic  Effays,and  other  Works, 
by  A.  L.  Villeterque,”  are  fentimen- 
tal  productions,  breathing  much  of 
the  fpirit  and  manner  of  Sterne, 
and  chiefly  intended  to  illuftrate 
philofophicalfubjefts.-—  Atthethea- 
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tre  of  the  nation,  two  dramatic 
pieces  have  been  performed,  which 
received  a  confiderabk  fhare  of 
public  approbation.  They  are  “  The 
Death  of  Abel,  a  Play  in  3  ACts, 
in  Verfe,  by  Le  Gouve and 
“  Pamela,  or  Virtue  Rewarded,  a 
New  Comedy,  in  Verfe,  in  5  ACL, 
by  Francois  Neufchateau.” 

We  fliall  now  conclude  our  ac¬ 
count  of  the  foreign  literature  of 
the  year  1793,  by  laying  before  our 
readers,  what  little  information  we 
have  received,  fince  the  publica¬ 
tion  of  our  laft  volume,  relative  to 
the  literature  of  Spain.  Of  the 
very  valuable  and  important  work, 
entitled  “  InftruCtive,  Ufeful,  and 
Curious  Memoirs  concerning  Agri¬ 
culture,,  Commerce,  Induftry,  and 
Economy,”  collected  by  Don  Eu¬ 
genio  Larruga,  the  XVIIth  volume 
hath  made  its  appearance ;  and  the 
Xlllth  volume  of  the  grand 
“  Spanifh  Atlas,  or  Defcription  of 
the  whole  Kingdom  of  Spain,  by 
Don  Bernas  Efpinault  y  Garcia.” 
— The  “  Remarks  on  the  Rigging- 
and  Implements  of  a  Ship,  by  Don 
F.  Cif@ar,  Lieutenant  in  the  Royal 
.Navy,  with  170  Plates,  publifhed 
by  Authority,”  is  fpoken  of  as  a 
work  of  the  higheft  merit,  in  which 
the  author  treats  of  alinoft  every 
branch  of  nautical  feience,  with 
uncommon  clearnefs  and  perfpi- 
cuity. — Don  Hippoiito  Ruiz,  bo- 
tanift  to  the  king  of  Spain,  who 
travelled  with  other  gentlemen  to 
Peru,  to  profecute  refearches  in  na¬ 
tural  hiftory,  has  publifhed  “  A 
Botanical  Defcription  of  the  vari¬ 
ous  Species  of  Chincona  and  of 
another  tree,  called  by  the  natives 
“  Quina-quina,”  from  which  he 
favs,  three  kinds  of  balfam  are  ob- 
tained,  a  liquid  white  balfam,  and 

thofe 
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thofe  commonly  called  the  balfams 
of  Tolu  and  Peru.  Thea  General 
Hiilory  of  America,  by  Don  Juan 
Batifta  Munez,”  of  which  the  firft 
volume  has  been  publilhed  during 
the  prefent  year,  promifes  to  be  a 
valuable  and  interefting  work,  a-s 
the  author  is  known  to  poftefs  the 
requisite  talents  for  engaging  in 
fuch  an  undertaking,  and  has  had 
accefs  to  various  important  records 
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unknown,  or  unattainable  to  Dr. 
Robertfon. —  The  ii  Geographical 
and  Hiftorical  Di&ionary  of  the 
Weft  Indies  and  America,  by  Don 
Antonio  de  Altedo,  in  5  Vols.”  is 
conlidered  in  Spain  as  a  work  high¬ 
ly  ufeful  to  thole  who  wifti  to  ob¬ 
tain  an  accurate  knowledge  of  the 
ftate  of  the  Spanifli  and  Portuguefe 
dominions  in  the  new  world. 
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